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Wimpy Has · AU The World Titles In The Bag 
Lassiter Wimpy 
Still Owns Wins 
W rid Title 'Hustler' 

It has been a month of 
Sundays since one pool 
player completely dom
inated the sport in the 
manner Luther (Wimpy) 
Lassiter did in 1967. 

With the cooperat ion of 
the Show Bar, all their 
personnel, the players, 
the newspapers, ABC 
television, and most of 
the billiard world, this 

. tournament was a com
plete and absolute suc
cess in every way. 

, <, 

You would have to go all the 
way back to the Ralph Green
leaf Era to find a similar suc
ce.., • "':.v,hen Gre"nleaf was in his 

.; .,mn- lGF.- sui
.ferect by comparison. And Green
leaf -- like Lassiter -- was a 
most active champion. 

- ';~n: p·~bl~~!~"> ~::;t , ..c::.. '.':l-,_~"",-",_.-_'" 

Lassiter doesn't quite domi
nate the game to the extent Green
leaf did 40 years ago, but he's 
close. But the thing about Las
siter is that he's almost unbeat
able when the titles are on the 
line. 

For example: during 1967, 
Wimpy opened the rack in six 
competitive events in which ma
jor World titles were up for 
grabs. 

Here is his track record: five 
championship wins and one sec
ond place finish. 

Nobody since Greenleaf can 
point to such a fantastic tour
nament record, although Joe Bal
Sis, of Minersville, Pa., had one 
almost as good over a two year 
span in 1965 and 1966. Almost, 
but not quite as fantastic as Las
siter '67. 

"I think Wimpy and I run one
two in the country,.' Joe Balsis 
said sometime back. . 

There is no argument. 
But back to Lassiter. 
His latest triumph was his suc

cessful defense of his 1967 
BRPAA World 14.1 Pocket Bil
liards Championship in Vineland, 
N.J. last month. He defeated chal
lenger Jack (Jersey Red) Breit, 
1200-to-698 in what has to be 
called a romp. 

Going back to last January, 
Wimpy started out the year on 
the same note. He won all the 
marbles (and the chalk, too) in the 
Long Beach, California Interna
tional in January, outshooting a 
star- studded field on the West 
Coast. 

Next he outshot the field in the 
1967 BRPAA tournament in New 
York, winning his first nine 
matches without a loss before 
being . upset by F rank McGown, 
of 13rooklyn, his tenth time out, 
He was 11-1 at the finish. 

Then came the lone loss. 
Lassiter breezed through the 
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cal and throughout the country, 
the coverage by newspapers, 
wire services, magazines, radio 
and national television was ex
cellent. The game of Pocket
Billiards is receiving ,and en
joy i n g tremendous publicity 
throughout the country from this 
event. This tournament is an 
ann u a 1 affair enjoying rapid 
growth, and is the oldest and 
most important pocket-billiard 
tournament held anywhere in the 
world. 

The to urn arne n t attracted 
many dignitaries of the billiard 
world from all over the country, 
as well as representatives from 
most of the leading billiard man
ufacturing companies. Everyone 
who vis i ted the tournament 
whole-heartedly endorsed the 
evel}t and the facilities as the 
finest ever held. 

The ,home of this $20,000.00 
World ' s Championship is the Cue 
Club Billiard Academy of the fa
bulous Show Bar,with Gandy's 
"Big G" tables, giant perfectly 
des i g ned scoreboards, and a 
seating capacity for four hundred 
people with perfect viSion for 
everyone in the arena. 

SPONSORS AND PROMO
TERS : George and Joe Jansco. 

P LA C E: Cue Club Billiard 
Academy, Show Bar, Johnston 
City, Illinois. 

DA TE: October 20 thru No 
vember 15, 1967. 

PRIZE MONEY: $20,000.00 
cash plus divisional and cham
pionship trophies. 

SANCTIONED: Billiard Play
ers Association of America (B.
P.A.). 

TOTAL ATTENDANCE: 6,066. 
ENTRIES: 101 (one hundred 

and one) representing 31 differ
ent states, including most of the 
leading pocket-billiard players 
in the coun try. 

GAMES PLAYER: Straight 
Pool (14-1 rack pool, 150 points) 
Nine-Ball (11 best of 21) and One
pocket (4 best of 7). 

(Cont'd on Page Six) 
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Editor's 
Notebook 

by EARL NEWBY 

The Billiard Room Proprietors Association of 
America Challenge Match for the 14.1 Pocket Bil
liards Championship of the World in Vineland, N.J. 
was a smashing success. 
It was carried out with all of the pomp and circumstance befitting 

a challenge round. There was none ofthe velvet tapestries, glittering 
chandeliers and wall-to-wall carpeting we remember from the New 

~ York Statler Hilton (where Luther Lassiter won the 1967 title last 
spring), but there was an honest-to-goodness, grass roots touch to the 
six-night match in Vineland's Q Ball Billiard Lounge. 

The South Jersey people turned out in droves and when a five-inch 
snow blanketed the Vineland area on the fifth night, a sizeable crowd 
(considering the treacherous, ice-glazed roads) showed up. Moral: 
great players attract people -- even when it is snowing. 

Frank (Zip) DiOrio (who shoots a stout stick himself) and his 
partner, Dr. Richard Pitel (a retired dentist) were, hosts with the 
mosts. Everything seemed to go velvet smooth. 

Opening night was a great scene. Leading lawyers, judges, doc
tors and businessmen from throughout the South Jersey area were on 
hand when former New Jersey State Champion Snooks Pearlstein, 
of Vineland, and Joe D'Imperio, of Philadelphia, opened the show in a 
14.1 exhibition match. Snooks won all the marbles, but Joe was com
ing on strong at the finish. 

Then the Mayor of Longport, N.J., an incurable pool buff named 
Leon Leopardi, officially opened the championship program. He in
troduced assorted dignataries, beginning with Joseph McGill, of New 
York City, the BRPAA president. 

Eventually, His Honor got around to introducing Philadelphia's 
colorful Phil Longo, billiard room proprietor and ex-song plugger, 
and his wife, Mamie. 

"Meet Mr. Billiards of Pennsylvania," said the mayor. 
Phil Longo rose smiling to acknowledge a warm applause. 
Then Longo waited for the applause to subside and said: 
"Who are you?-- I don't think we've met." 
Mayor Leopardi laughed. 
"Why, Phil," he said, "I'm the mayor of Longport." 
It was that kind of challenge match in Vineland -- warm and loose 

and grass roots. 
r- ~---__ ;;;:..,...&'!ld,.of cour~,ihat..great-thespianand peer.lessJ o:r.d and master of. 

the greencloth, His NibS, Luther Clement Lassiter, added to the 
warmth and light heartedness of the occasion. 

Wimpy handled Jack (Jersey Red) Briet right from the s.tart. 
"You're looking at the New Lassiter," he said on opening night. 

"I'm using a new stroke and wearing new glasses." 
He was also wearing a new hair style, almost a crew cut. And 

a new wardrobe, too. A rust colored sport coat, brown slacks, a 
yellow shirt and a dashing wide-striped tie of blues and yellows. 

"The shoes are new, too," he said, "brand new, yes sir." 
Of course, Wimpy wasn't feeling very well. Cold. Wimpy is always 

ill when it's time to open the rack. His alleged ailments are forever 
Significant, for the "badder" Mr. Lassiter feels, physically, the bet
ter Mr. Lassiter shoots. 

It was never more apparent than in Vineland. 
He got off to a comfortable 200-to-88 lead on opening night after ' 

whispering to a friend, "I've got to get out tOnight so the week 
won't be so long." 

Briet, who got tough breaks on the roll throughout the six blocks, 
enjoyed his finest hour on the second evening when he put together a 
high run of 111 and closed the gap to 84 balls (400-to-316). Lassiter 
Watchers counted six misses by the drawling, grey-thatched Souther
erner. 

Lassiter was uncoupling his cue (and putting his new prescription 
eye glasses in his pocket) when he spotted his boyhood chum, Rusty 
Miller, of New York and Norfolk, coming out of the crowd. 

"Why, hello, Rusty," Wimpy said, "what the hell are you doing 
down here in Vineland?" 

"I came down from New York to see you stagger through, Wimp," 
M iller said. 

"Oh, now, I was staggering out there tonight, I sure was," Lassiter 
said. "Why at 10 minutes to seven this evening I had 102 degrees of 
fever. Why do I get sick everytime I have to play?" 

"Maybe it's psychomatic," someone suggested. 
(Cont'd on Page Eight) 
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PRO MEETS PRO -- Dean Chance, left, ace pitcher for the 
Minnesota Twins, and professional pool star, Cowboy Jimmy 
Moore of Albuquerque, N.M., have a little fun at the billiard , 
table. 

Belinsky Introduced 
Chance To Billiards 
Pocket billiards is by far the hardest game in the 

world to play. It requires such great skill and 
dexterity that of the millions of partiCipants only a 
very few ever become 
This fact acts 'as a fascination 

and challenge to many top 
a thletes in other fields. It is 
played by teen~x:s .aJl.9 octo
g en a ria n s, politicians and 
statesmen. The poor and the rich 
are found among its admirers. 

One of these is Dean Chance 
the "Cy Young" award winnflr 
fro m Wooster, Ohio. Dean, a 
twenty-game winner with the 

BO BELINSKY 
Minnesota Twins this year, who 
went to the final game with Bos
ton for the pennant was named 
"Come Back Player ofthe Year" 
in the American League. 

Dean became interested in pool 
through his friend Bo Belinsky 
who is a very good player. Dean 
though that Bo was a wizard un
til he matched him upwitha play
er from Canton, OhiO, near 
Dean's home ' town. InDean'sown 
words, "Things are not always 
what they seem. I thought we had 
a soft touch. We were playing an 
expensively-d res sed, middle
aged fellow, who to tell you the 
truth, I thought was probably 
the town banker. We were feel
ing pretty good, especially af
ter Bo ran about 40 balls in a 
125 point match. I had visions 
of a possible partnership in a· 
bank. But these hopes were soon 
dashed as our so called 'pigeon' 
ran rack-after-rack, eventually 
running 125 and out 'on us. 

"After taking down the stakes 
and inquiring if we cared to play 
more, our 'banker' friend invited 
us to have a drink. I was so fas-
~ 

really great players. 
cinated that even though I don' t 
drink, I would have had a double
header just to get to talk to him. 
During our talk my whole con
cept of pool players changed. 
Until then I had thought that all 
pool players were semi-illiter
ate and almost in the 'bum' 
category. 

"After talking to our friend for 
a few hours, Bo and I become 
very much impressed with his 
obvious 'class.' I suppose by 
this time you have guessed who 
the player was. Today I con
sider Don Willis my best friend. 

"Since then I have met such 
fellows as Luther Lassiter ,Jim
my Moore, Joe Balsis, Irving 
Crane and Cisero Murphy. They 
are as fine of gentlemen as you 
will find in any profession. 

"I also have met Earl Newby 
who is truly 'Mr. Billiards.' In 
talking to Earl, I was impress
ed by his knowledge of the game. 
He knows every player that ever 
played the game. My friend Don 
tells me that Earl Newby was one 
of the best players around some 

(Continued on Page Eight) 

Read the BILLIARDNEWS for full 
coverage of all tournaments"ex
hibitions, outstanding players. 
Published the 15th of each month. 
Earl Newby, Editor. 
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Wishes Everyone in the 
big, wide world of b il
liards a very MERRY 
AND BLESSED CHRIST
MAS . .. 

And a NEW YEAR full 
and happi-

LETTER 
TO EDITOR 

Dear Mr. Newby, Editor 
I live here at Holiday Hills 

and we have iI. billiard room with 
four first class tables. We have 
a bunch here that hardly ever go 
home to eat because they hate to 
leave the tab I e s for fear they 
might miss something. A mong the 
"Cue-Stabbers" are such ones as 
"Buddy" Cook, "Bill"lieagle-y, 
"Walt" Sc.hranoi unwer .,-" ~,, ,,-

-~ ---- ... ----' 

derson, "Doc" SIOcum, l" Stbny" 
Stonemetz, "Miner" Michels, 
"Chet" Lawrence, "Kenny" 
Newsom, "Nooney" Nunencamp, 
"Ken" Christian, "Weibel" Joe 
and many others. 

One friend of mine who is a 
frequent guest (twice a week or , 
more) is Virgil "Lefty Red" 
Abernathy who is the top pockets 
man in this area and carries the 
title of "Mr. Rocky Mtn. Bil
liards" and has made many ex
hibitions in this area. He also 
has had a piece of several of the 
country's leading pool players 
at one time or other. 

Well, to get down to the long 
green, there have been some dis
cussions lately regarding "ex
hibitions Players" who appear , 
in our area. We did get to see 
Angelo "Sax" Del Porto and we 
all enjoyed this very much. But
-But the rub is that there have 
been some others that were here 
and we did not know it until after 
they were gorie. And we all sure 
would ' have liked to seen them. 
The reason for this is that we 
did not know they were going to 
be trere. Unless you screen the 
paper every day thoroughly, you 
just might miss out and we found 
we did many times. 

So ... our suggestion is this ••• 
that all "Billiard Wizards" on 
the road write in and keep" Bil
liard News" posted on their 
whereabouts and their schedule 
of appearances and I think this 
would be a worthwhile service 
to your readers. 

This could also be on the 
"Variety Motif" or "Billboard 
MotU" where anyone on the road 
could send in their comments, lo
cation and address for others. 
This might just be helpful in 
keeping touch with one another. 

With this suggestion, we are 
also adding thanks for the 
welcome services you are 
now rendering in "Billiard 
News." 
Frank "Ritz" Guild 
And The Gang 
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Billiards Is Big In The Sunshine State 
By JOE MARCUS 

Contributing Editor 

The sun was shining outside which made the 
Miami Beach Chamber of Commerce pretty bright 
considering the fact that the rest of the nation was 
going through its first real' cold spell ofthe season. 
The rented car I was driving 

pulled up to the curb in front of 
NE 124th Street. I ambled out of 
the re ed job and was amazed 
to see such a neat-looking sports 
palace which is known as Con
gress Bowling and Billiards. 

The lanes, one of the finest 
in the S uth hoasting of 52 auto- , 
matics, is run by the Brunswick 
people. These men are seriously 
hoping that they'll be able one 
day to draw the big pros into 
the place for a big money tour
nament. 

Abe Lifsey stood behind the 
desk at the billiard portion of the 
establishment. Abe has been in 
billiards for the past 15 years 
and is regarded as one of the 
more progressive thinking own
e rs in the South. 

We talked a while and then 
started to discuss the problems 
of billiards in Miami as com
pared to the problems around 
the resf of the nation. 

"I feel that billiards in Miami 
Be~ch has a great future ahead 
of it," said Abe. 

"Business isn't as good this 
year as it has been in the past 
but I understand that the same is 
true in most parts of the country. 

BILLIARD 

Specializing in 

Antique 
Tables 

AND 

RECONDITIONING 
FOR 

SELLING 

"I feel that there are many 
things that must be done not only 
here but all over to insure the 
con-tinued growth of the sport."-

Abe reflected a moment be
fore continuing on. 

Meanwhile the balls we r e 
c licking on his 20 tables and a 
look around showed that many 
of the players were gals. 

"Right there is part of the 
future of the sport ," he said 
as he pointed to a few of the 
distaff players pocketing balls 
with same fancy cue work. 

The air-conditioning at Con
gress makes playing very cam
fortable even when the temper
ature is near 90 on the outside. 

I asked Abe what he felt must 
be done to help promote the 
sport. 

"I'm a firm believer in hav
ing top players give exhibitions. 
But I feel that even more im
portant is the proper type of in
s t r u c tar s to. help the begin
ners get off on the right foot. 

" There are many good play
ers who dan't really know how 
to teach. They should also give 
s hows but I feel that a good in
s tructor is needed by a lounge 
in order .to show the proper 

EQUIPMENT 
and-TABLES 

Featuring 

The 
BRUNSWICK 
MONARCH 
This table was made In 

1882. " is the first line of 
tables Brunswick made, the 
table is an original, along 
with other antique tables. 

BtJB~S~~ ••• BI(LIIID,c;s{O;ecluIES "·· . 
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form. And of course once the 
player gets the right type of 
instructian then he'll enfoy the 
sport mare and yau'll have a 
good solid customer." 

Around the country many af 
the billiard lounge owners feel 
that the Vietnam War effart has 
taken away a lat af the yauths 
who. used to. frequent the busi
ness. The lass af this yauth 
must be replaced but how is the 
problem that has kept several 
of the lo.unge awners up at night;. 

Abe feels he has a partial 
salution. 

"Yau have to get the gals in. 
Then also. the 16-17-18 and 19 
year olds who. aren't in the ser
vice. 

"Yau must hold tournaments 
to keep them interested. Sure 
many af them like the idea af 
playing with their friends but 
deep down the better ones want 
the taurnament actian. 

"I know that here I'm plan
ning to hald as many tourna-

ments, as I can get arganized. 
I feel that even though you dan't 
have to. have the big prize ones 
you can get the entries because 
many of them would want to. 
compete in organized competi
tian against their friends." 

Packet billiards still rule the 
s port in the Miami area with such 
top-natch players as Bunny Rag
aff around Cangress Billiards 
almast nightly. Then there is the 
always lovable Marcel Camp with 
his wards of advice and shaot
ing ability of a genius at work. 

Bunny Hogaff One . Of Miami's One thing you can't help but 
natice in Miami esp~cially up 
around Motel Row is the influx 
of Canadians in the area. It seems 
that many of those fram Narth 
of the barder are starting to. 
duplicate their American neigh- . 
bars and heading to thp. warm 
air. 

Top Professional Players 
BY JOE MARCUS 

Contributing Editor 
Pleasant, friendly and 

a damm good player. 
That's only a few of 

the adjectives that his 
friends--and even some 
of his e ne m i e s--use 
when they're ta 1 kin g about 
Miami's Bunny Rogaff. 

Bunny who has spent 24 of his 
41 years playing pocket billiards 
is without a doubt one ofthe better 
players in the Miami Beach area 
and is willing to take on all cam
ers. 

"I love this sport," he said 
while practicing in Cangress Bil
liards. "To me there is nathing 
that can match the thrill of seeing 
that 00.11 find its way into. the 
pocket. The sound of it dropping 
in is like the, sound af music." 

Bunny laves to. play in local 
tournaments and even tries to 
make an occasianal national 
event. 

He's played in Jansco's Star
dust taurney in Las Vegas and in 
the Johnston City World's All
Round: Three years ago he placed 
fifth in the one pocket phase of 
the Johnston City event. 

Bunny doesn't kill himself go
ing after the exhibition money. 
The man who works in some of 
the 1 e a din g hotel-apartments 
says he'd rather play in tour
naments than in the exhibitions. 

"I really don't go in far the 
trick shooting that yau need in 
arder to really be a success in 

Cue Stars 
To Play 
For 'King' 

Starting Tue~day, Dec. 12th, 
1967 at 8 :30 p.m. at Burholme 
Billiards, 528 Cottman Ave., 
Burholme Park, Pa. 19111, there 
will be challenge match starring 
John "Okie" vs Harry Hallman 
in a 150 point 14 -1 straight 
pocket billiard game. 

Each Tuesday after there will 
be a new challenge to play the 
winner. See Delaware Valley's 
finest cue stars in action, such 
as Pet e r "Rabbit" Linhard, 
Harry "The Golden Greek" Pe
tros, Vic" The Monster" Strum
lak, Steve "BabyHuey" Mizerak, 
Jimmy " Sure Shot" Fusco, Pete 
"Dead Eye" Fusco, Ed "Chick" 
Davis, Al "Moon Beam" Ali
monti , Jae "Wally" Marks, Jim 
"Jimmers" Standeven, Al "The 
Tiger" Cos losky, Herbie "Der
bie" Gould, Harold "The Great" 
KOlinsky, Ernie Lager. 

Players wishing to play in the 
" King of the Hill" eXhibition, 
Pleas e write ar phone manager 
Joel Marks at 215-PH-2-9456. 

r~ 

exhibition draws," Bunny said. 
Bunny wauld lave to go. aut an 

the pro. tour but echaes the feel
ings of many when it cames to 
money. 

"Under the present setup few 
if any can really make a living 
by playing in tournaments. I 
think that the prize fund must be 
upped and also I believe that 
there shauld be a guarantee for 
those playing. If a fellaw knows 
he'll be able to at least get 
back his expenses then he'll can
sider going into a tourney against 
top players." 

Bunny also. expressed the be
lief that in arder for the game 
of billiards to cantinue to graw 
there must be cooperatianamong 
all facets of the sport. 

JOHN OKIE 

KING OF 
THE HILL 

Weekly 
Exhibitions 

A be also is aware af the C ana
dians influx and as a result 
has ' just installed twa six by 12 
snoaker tables so. as to entice 
the Canadians into his beautiful 
establishment. 

"I feel that snooker is defi
nitely on the increase in this 
area because of the Canadians 
and yau'd be surprised how many 
Americans become fascinated 
about it ance they see it," Abe 
said. 

Many of the establishments 
in the Miami area are starting 
to take notice of the Cuban situ
ation with so many refuges from 

(Cont'd on Page Seven) 

HARRY HOLLMAN 

EVERY 
TUESDAY 
EVENING 

at 
8:30 P.M. 

150 POINT MATCHES 
14.1 STRAIGHT POCKET BILLIARDS 

See Delaware Valley's Finest 
Cue Stars in Action 
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CROWN PRINCE OF POOL -- Luther (Wimpy) Lassiter, the suave southern gentleman from 
Elizabeth City, N. C .. took the Master's Title at the Jan scoes' All - Around Tournament. 

Wimpy Wins The Master's Title 
Nine-Ball' . Standings 

WINNER: Luther Lassiter, Elizabeth City, N.C. 
RUNNER-UP : Ronnie Allen, Burbank, Calif. 

Eleven best of twenty-one. Lag for break, loser of each game 
breaks thereafter. Try to hit the' ball, two consecutive fouls allows 
the opponent to place the cue ball anywhere on the table. 

FINAL STANDINGS PRIZE MONEY 
1. Luther Lassiter, Elizabeth City, N.C. $1500.00 
2. Ronnie Allen, Burbank, Calif. 1000.00 
3. Sam Blumenthal, Jacksonville, Fla. 600.00 
4. Eddie Taylor, Knoxville, Tenn. 400.00 
5. Eddie Kelly, Las Vegas, Nev. 300.00 
5. Jack Breit, Houston, Tex. 300.00 

• Ardell LeSieur, St. Louis, Mo. 300.00 
7. Junior Goff, Tampa, Fla. 300.00 
9. Larry Johnson, Boston, Mass. 150.00 
9. John Hahn, DuQuoin, m. 150.00 
9. U.J. Puckett, Ft. Worth, Tex. 150.00 
9. Irving Crane, Rochester, N.Y. 150.00 
9. John Ervalino, New York, N. Y. 150.00 
9. Rodney Thompson , Kenasha, Wisc. 150.00 
9. Sonny Springer, Mantee, Miss. 150.00 
9. John Edwards, Bowling Green, Ky. 150.00 

17. Jim Relihan, Springfield, Mass. 50.00 
17. Danny Jones, Columbus, Ohio 50.00 
17. Billy Burge, Detroit, Mich. 50.00 
17. Don Tozer, Decatur, Ill. 50.00 
17. Steve Cook, Lima, Ohio 50.00 
17. Frank Oliva, Chicago, Ill. 50.00 
17. Al Coslosky, Philadelphia, Pa. 50.00 
17. Joey Spaeth, Cincinnati, Ohio 50.00 

TOTAL $6300.00 

FOUR SEASONS 
BILLIARD LOUNGE 

319 Lake Ave. (U. S. Route 27) 
Metuchen, N. J. 08840 

PRESENTS 

KING OF THE HUL 
OCKET BilLIARD' EXHIBITIONS 

Every Other 
Tuesday 

at 8:00 p .m. 

...---===......,....,.,..====== ........ ..,..,..,.....,-.... ·7........, 
OPERT8iR., Ujll.Ui,lt'EPLlfliR 
One ·Qam.<of··' 125 " Poi;';t~,wi;';ri;~Wifli~~~j;; 

a $25 Prize ... Bonus or $25 (or I 
Run of1 00 Balls i 

FOR Del At~\';~hi " o~;hioN~ '" 

···········soll ··oIxQij ·C ' 2Cif;SA~i6j30 """ 

NINE -BALLSCORES (74 games): 
WINNER: Luther Lassiter, Eliz
abeth City, N.C. 
Relihan 11, Atkisson 2 
Edwards 11, Linhard 8 
LeSieur 11, Ervalino 8 
Taylor 11, Jansco 10 
Oliva 11, Wester halter 2 
Cook 11, Thompson 8 
Hahn 11, Coslosky 5 
Puckett 11, Cosmo 2 
Diliberto 1r;Hewitt 4 
LeSieur 11, Oliva 0 
E rvalino 11, Westerhalter 1 
Breit 11, Burge 7 
Goff 11, Murphy 8 
Taylor 11, Tozer 10 
Crane 11. Staton 2 
Johnson 11, Murphy 8 

RONNIE ALLEN 

Kelly 11, Relihan 10 
Spaeth 11, Murphy 9 
J ones II, Houser 5 
Crane 11, Jaquet 1 
Blumenthal 11, Cloyd 6 
Jaquet 11, Atkisson 5 
Houser 11, Perkins 8 
Jones 11, West 10 
Kelly 11, Kollins 4 
West 11, Linhard 8 
Edwards 11, Jones 9 
Allen 11, Houser 6 
E rvalino 11, Oliva 5 
Kelly 11, Diliberto 9 
Burge 11, Cosmo 8 
Relihan 11, Crane 7 
Thompson 11, Staton 9 
Allen 11, Kelly 9 
Crane 11, Relihan 10 
Lassiter 11, Johnson 7 
Thompson 11, Springer 9 
C rane 11, Edwards 10 
Tozer 11, Springer 8 
Springer 11, Jansco 6 
Lassiter 11, Spaeth 5 
Goff 11. Cook 7 
Coslosky 11, Cloyd 5 

(Cont'd on Page Eight) 

Decembel 

Here's The · Com~ 
The World's $2 

Who Won The Prize I 
1. Luther "Whimpy" Lassiter, ElizabethCity,N.C. $2750.00 

2100.00 
1950.00 
1900.00 
1550.00 
1300.00 

2. Larry" Boston Shorty" Johnson, Boston, Mass. 
3. Irving "Deacon" Crane, Rochester, N. Y. 
4. Ed. "Champagn Eddie" Kelly, Las Vegas, Nev. 
5. Ronnie" Fast Eddie" Allen, Buroo.nk, Calif. 
6. Cicero Murphy, Brookly, N.Y. 
7. Johnnie Ervalino, New York, N.Y. 
8. Jack "Jersey Red" Breit, Houston, Tex. 
9. Danny Diliberto, Miami, Fla. ..~ 

10. Dallas West, Rockford, Ill. 
11. Sam Blumenthal, Jacksonville, Fla. 
12. Ardell "Blackie" LeSieur. St. Louis, Mo. 
13. Louis "Junior" Goff, Tampa, Fla. 
14. Eddie "Knoxville Bear" ~aylor, Knoxville, Tenn. 
15. V.J. "Utley", Puckett, Ft. Worth, Tex. 
16. Pete Margo, Union City, New Jersey 
17. BUly" Corn Bread Red" Burge, Detroit, Mich. 
18. James Relihan, Springfield, Mass. 
19. Danny "Handsome Danny" Jones,Co1umbus,Ohlo 
20. Don "The Duke" Tozer, Decatur! n1. 

750.00 
750.00 
700.00 
600.00 
600.00 
500.00 
500.00 
450.00 
450.00 
300.00 
250.00 
250.00 
250.00 
200.00 

c 
~ 

Irving Crane Victori( 
STRAIGHT POOL SCORES (59 
games): . 
WINNER: Irving Crane, Roches
ter, N.Y. 
Thompson 150, Tozer 145 
Johnson 150, Hahn 95 
Jones 150, Cook 142 
Goff 150, Murphy 108 
Cloyd 150, Kollins 85 
Margo 150, Noland 91 
Crane 150, Allen 44 
Staton 150, Cos1osky 138 

EDDIE KELLY 

/ 

Ervalino 150, Cosmo 30 
Murphy 150, Noland 108 
LeSieur 150, Atkisson 41 
LaSieur 150, Kollins III 
Relihan 150, Burge 89 
Breit 150, Hewitt 55 
Allen 150, Tozer 53 
Crane 150, West 87 
Murphy 150, LaSieur 67 
Diliberto 150, Erva1ino 88 
Kelly 150, Whitlow 16 
Margo 15D,"'Goff 48 J 

Cosmo 150, Hahn 144 
Crane 150, Staton 15 
Kollins 150, Atkinsson 43 
West 150, Parker 135 
Allen 150, Costosky 121 
Ervalino 150, Johnson 36 
Tozer 150, Pa,rker 142 
Lassiter 150, Burge 34 
Whitlow 150, Hewitt 132 
Diliberto 150, Puckett 86 
Breit 150, Whitlow 0 
Kelly 150, Lassiter 48 
Puckett 150, Johnson 103 
Relihan 150, Breit 139 
Crane 150, Margo 84 
Kelly 150, Diliberto 29 
Ervalino 150, Puckett 64 
West 150, Murphy 122 
Murphy 150, Goff 140 
West 150, Thompson 53 
Diliberto 150, Jones 98 
Margo 150 Cloyd 49 
Lassiter 150, Relihan 1.03 

(Collt'd on Colum'n Eight) 
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lete Wrap-Up Of 
~,OOO 'Hustler' 
loney And How Much 
21. Rodney Thompson, Kenasha, Wisc. 
22. Sonny Springer, Mantee, Miss : 
23. Shirley Cloyd, London, Ky. 
24. John Haln, DuQuoin, Ill. 
25. Johnnie Edwards, Bowling Green, Ky. 
26. Byan Houser, Centralia, Ill. 
27. Larry Pokins, Lexington, Ky. 
28 . Martin Kaiman, Des Moines, Iowa 
29. Tom Cosmo, New York, N.Y. 
30. s t eve Cook, L ima, Ohio 
31. Tom Killins, DetrOit, Mich. 
32. Bill "Weenie Beenie" Staton, Washington,D.C. 
33. Frank Oliva, Chicago, Ill. 
34. Joe Spaeth, Cincinnati, Ohio 
35. Jan Jansco, Johnston City, Ill. 
36. Pug Pearson, Las Vegas, Nev. 
37. Al Coslosky, Philadelphia, Pa. 
38. Alton" Baby Face" Whitlow, DetrOit, Mich. 

200.00 
200.00 
150.00 
150.00 
150.00 
150.00 
150.00 
150.00 
100.00 
100.00 

50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 

$20,000.00 

EBONAIR NEW YORKER •• Irvine Crane, the elite Cadillac 
ill' an from Rochester, N.Y .• took top hono rs in the Straight 
di vi s ion 0 f the All - Around Master's Tourney. 

us In Straight Pool 
Straight Pool Standings 

WINNER: Irving Crane, Rochester, N. Y. 
RUNNER-UP: Eddie Kelly, Las Vegas, Nev. 

Played unde r official rules set up by Billiard Players Association 
of America Tournament rules committee. 14 and I rack pool, 150 
points. Public drawing for pairings and winner determined by Double 
Elimination Play. 
FINAL STANDING 

1. Irving Crane, Rochester, N.Y. 
2. Eddie Kelly, Las Vagas, Nev. 
3. Dallas West, Rockford, Ill. 
4. Danny Diliberto, Miami, Fla. 
5. Pete Margo, Union City, New Jersey 
5. Luther Lassiter, Elizabeth City, N. C. 
7. Cicero Murphy, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
7. John Ervalino, New York, N. Y. 
9. Don Toze r , Decatur, Ill. 
9. Ardell LeSieur, St. Louis, Mo. 
9. Larry Johnson, Boston, Mass. 
9. Jack Breit, Houston, Tex. 
9. Shirley Cloyd, London, Ky. 
9. Ronnie Allen, Burbank, Calif. 
9. U. J. Puckett, Ft. Worth, Tex. 
9. Jim Relihan, Springfield, Mass. 

17. Tom Kollins, Detroit, Mich. 
17. Junior Goff, Tampa, Fla. 
17. Bill Staton, Washington, D. C. 
17. Rodney Thompson, Kenosha, Wisc. 
17. Danny Jones, Columbus, Ohio 
17. Tom Cosmo, New York, N. Y. 
17. Alton Whitlow, DetrOit, Mich. 
17. Billy Burge, DetrOit, Mich. 

TOTAL 

PRIZE MONEY 
$1500.00 

1000.00 
600.00 
400.00 
300.00 
300.00 
300.00 
300.00 
150.00 
150.00 
150.00 
150.00 
150.00 
150.00 
150.00 
150.00 

50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 

$6300.00 

NATIONAL BILLIARD NEWS Page Five 

P UCKISH IRISHMAN -- Larry (Boston Shorty) Johnson, the sharp-shooting Boston, Mass., 
lad , was high man in the On e - Pocket division in the Johnston ' City competition. 

Shorty Wins One-Pocket 
ONE POCKET SCORES 
(59 games): 

Springer 4, Ervalino 3 
Crane 4, Jansco 0 
Puckett 4, Jones 3 
Murphy 4, LeSieur I 
Breit 4, Relihan I 
Taylor .4, Burge 2 
Cosmo 4, Kaiman 2 
Kelly 4, Coslosky 2 
Goff 4, Linhar.!! 2 
Cook 4, Lassiter 0 
Houser 4, Hahn 3 
Dilberto 4, Houser I 
Ervalino 4, Kaiman 2 
Goff 4, Lessieur 1 
Lassiter 4, Cook I 
Murphy 4, Johnson 2 
Burge 4, Taylor 0 
Kelly 4, Crane 2 
Allen 4, StatOIl1 
Burge 4, Coslosky I 
Diliberto 4, Cokes 0 
Crane 4, Perkins I 
Houser 4, Cosmo 2 
Johnson 4, King 2 
Murphy 4, Goff 2 
Perkins 4, Jansco 0 
Allen 4, Breit, 3 

CICERO MURPHY 

(Con t' d from Column Five) 
Tozer 150, Thompson 124 
Johnson 150, Cosmo 103 
Allen 150, Staton 95 
Kelly 150, Breit 129 
Puckett 150, Cook 113 
Puc kett 150, Jones 129 
Lassiter 150, Ervalino 142 
Crane 150, Kelly 140 
Diliberto 150, Lassiter III 
West 150, Diliberto 123 
Kelly 150, West 71 
Crane 150, Kelly 58 
Murphy 150, Cloyd 35 
West 150, Allen 135 
Lassiter 150, Relihan III 
West 150, Margo 131.. 

DUiberto 4, Springer 2 
Kelly 4, Taylor I 
Burge 4, Perkins 2 
Breit 4, Jones 2 
Johnson 4, Goff 2 
Breit 4, Puckett 3 
Murphy 4, Diliberto I 
Johnson 4, Ervalino I 
Kelly 4, Allen 0 
Puckett 4, Pearson 2 
Kaiman 4, Hahn 3 
Kai man 4, Cosmo 3 
LeSieur 4, Linhard 3 
Johnson 4, Cook I 
Relihan 4, Staton I 
Allen 41c_Puckett 2 

Jones 4, Pearson I 
Lassiter 4, King 2 
ErvalinoA, Cokes 2 
Ervalino 4, Springer 3 
Murphy 4, Kelly 0 
Johnson 4, Allen 2 
Johnson 4, Kelly 3 
Johnson 4, Murphy 2 
Johnson 4, Murphy 3 
Breit 4, Relihan 2 
Ervalino 4, Houser 0 
Goff 4, Lassiter 1 
Crane 4, Burge 3 
Breit 4, Crane 3 
Allen 4, Breit 1 
Johnson 4, Diliberto ' 

One-Pocket Standings 
WINNER: Larry Johnson. Boston. Mass. 
RUNNER-UP: Cicero Murphy, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

F our best of s even. Lag for break and loser of each game breaks 
thereafter. Scratch in pocket or failure to drive a ball to rail after 
contact constitutes a foul, penalized by loss of one ball. Three con
secutive fouls penalized by loss of game. 
FINAL STANDING 

1. Larry Johnson, Boston, Mass. 
2. Cicero Murphy, Brookiyn, N. Y. 
3. Eddie Kelly, Las Vegas, Nev. 
4. Ronnie Allen, Burbank, Calif. 
5. Irving Crane, Rochester, N. Y. 
5. Danny Diliberto, Miami, Fla. 
7. Jack Breit, Houston, Tex. 
7. John Ervalino, New York, N. Y. 
9. U. J. Puckett, Ft. Worth, Tex. 
9. Junior Goff, Tampa, Fla. 
9. Billy Burge, DetrOit, Mich. 
9. Byan Houser, Centralia, Ill. 
9. Luther Lassiter, Elizabeth City, N. C. 
9. Larry Perkins, LeXington, Ky. 
9. Danny Jones, Columbus, Ohio 
9. Martin Kaniman, Des MOines, Iowa 

17. Jan Jansco, Johnston City, Ill. 
17. Tom Cosmo, New York, N. Y. 
17. Pug Pearson, Las Vegas, Nev. 
17. Sonny Springer, Mantee, Miss. 
17. Ardell LeSieur, Lt. Louis, Mo. 
17. Jim Relihan, Springfield, Mass. 
17. Steve Cook, Lima, Ohio 
17. Eddie Taylor, Knoxville, Tenn. 

TOTAL 

PRIZE MONEY 
$1500.00 

1000.00 
600.00 
400.00 
300.00 
300.00 
300.00 
300.00 
150.00 
150.00 
150.00 
150.00 
150.00 
150.00 
150.00 
150.00 

50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 

$6300.00 

Divisional Play-Off Standings 
FINAL PLAY -OFF STANDINGS: 

Larry Johnson, Boston, Mass. 
Luther Lassiter, Elizabeth City, N.C. 
I rving Crane, Rochester, N.Y. 

PLAY-OFF SCORES : 
STRAIGHT POOL 

LASSITER 150 
CRANE 141 

NINE -BALL 

WIN 
3 
3 
o 

JOHNSON 11 LASSITER 11 
CRANE 9 JOHNSON 7 

ONE-POCKET 
LASSITER 4 JOHNSON 4 JOHNSON 4 
CRANE 1 CRANE 1 LASSITER 3 

(Continued on Pa ge E i ght ·· Column 'S 2 & 3) 

) 

LOSE 
1 
1 
4 
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ANOTHER JANSCO FIRST -- Bo'b Mitchell of Fairfield , Ill., right , is pictured with George 
Jansco right after he won top prize money and the big trophy at the first annual Amateur Tourna
ment, sponsored by George and Pauly Jansco in Johnston City, Ill. The competition, which is 
for amateur players 0 r the Southern Illinois area, was held the week prior to the"''7\l l - Around 
Mastp.r's Tournament. The players shot straight pool and competed for Si1.000 in prizes. 
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Amertcan 
BILLIARD CUES 

bYJach.q~ 
All-American Best-Buys 

at every price level I 

SUGGESTED 
Shown left to right RETAil 

JXS SPECIAL SHARPSHOOTER $21.50 

JPS PROFESSIONAL SHARK 44.95 

JS SHARK 32.50 

'JSS SPECIAL SHARK 39.95 

JSM SHARPSHOOTER 19.95 
Made In U.S.A. 

Models JSS and JPS hall. th. genuine impregnated 

y:>~~ 
ROCK MAPLE SHAFT 

for consistently smooth stroking. Try one and see. 

Sold only through Billiard Distributors 

LOWVILLE-AMERICAN COMPANY, INC. 
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Bost~n Shorty Wins 
Capital Q Tourney 

Less than a week after 
earning the runner-up 
slot at the W 0 rId's 
Tournament in Johnston 
City, Ill. in pocket bil
liards. Boston Shorty captured 
first place in the Third Annual 
Capital Q Three-Cushion Billiard 
Open in Springfield. Ill. 

Shorty defeated Bob Ameer 
of Springfield and John Bonner of 
Hamburg, N. Y., after the three 
tied for top honors. Ameer, who 
defeated Shorty 50-41 earlier in 
the finals. won second and Bonner 
ended up third. Shorty defeated 
Ameer, 50-33, and Bonner, 50-41, 
in the deciding play-offs. Ameer 
beat Bonner, 50-33, for the run
ner-up poSition. 

The field of 18 entrants listed 
practically every three-cushion 
artist in the country, with the ex
ception of East and West coasts. 
The field was narrowed down 
after a three-bracket play-off 
to six finalists. They were: 
Shorty, Johnson, Ameer, Bonner, 
Harry Sims of Champaign, Ill., 
Bill Hawkins of Decatur and Har
old Weil of Chicago. 

Hawkins earned fourth position 
and Don Tozer of Decatur cap
tured high run h 0 nor s with a 
string of 11 in preliminary play. 

Shorty earned $500 for first, 
Ameer $250 for second, Bonner 
$150 for third and Hawkins $100 
for fourth.Tozer received $50 for 
high run. 

Bud Harris of Chicago, who 
earlier this year won the U. S. 
Nationals at St. Louis, failed to 
qualify for the finals. Other 
notables who also failed to gain 

Robert J. Youngblood, who 
works out of Chicago, is one 
of the most dedicated , like
able men in the billiard and 
bowling world. He's secretary 
of the BBIA and edits the 
BBIA Bulletin. 

final play were: Toz e r. Bob 
Strange of Lansing, Mich.; Merhl 
Smith of Chicago; Joe McDevitt 
of Champaign. Ill. 

Prominent among the specta
tors was George Pentaris of 
Chicago. one of the top three
cushion stars in the country. 

Last year. the event was won 
by Harris. who defeated Ameer 
in the final game of the meet. 

Capital Q. now more than two 
years in existence. has staged 
three of these three-c u s hi 0 n 
tourneys. Ameer, who manages 
Capital Q. hopes his tournament 
and several others held annually 
in the Midwest, will help to put 
three-cushion back into the bil
liard spotlight. Tozer has been 
staging three-cushion meets for 
more than 20 years and deserves 
a great deal of credit for his 
efforts in this direction. 

Ameer's next tournament will 
be the Billiard Federation of the 
U.S.A. Sectional Three-Cushion 
Tourney next January 6th and 7th 
at Capital Q in Springfield, Ill. 

Four B. F. U. S. A. Sectionals 
are being held to place eight 
players in the B. F. U. S. A. Na
tionals next February in San 
Jose, Calif. The winner of the 
Nationals will go to Duren, West 
Germany for the Union of World 
Three-Cushion Billiard's Tour
nament in April of 1968. 

The first of these four sec
tionals con c 1 u d e d recently at 
Lansing. Michigan, at Q-Master 
Billiards. owned and managed by 
Strange. Surprise winner was Bob 
Leatherby of Lansing. Second was 
John Bonner of Hamburg, N. Y. 
Third went to Norman Hess of 
Michigan City, Ind. and fourth 
was won by Strange. 

Two other sectionals are cur
rently under way in San Fran
cisco and Los Angeles. Players 
deciding to play in the Spring
field Sectional may write to Bob 
Ameer, Capital Q Billiards, 222-
1/2 South 4th St., Springfield. m., 
or call1-217-544-8879. 

WIMPY WINS 'HUSTLER' 
(Cont'd from Front Page) 

QUA LIFICATIONS FOR 
CHAMPIONSHIP PLAY -OFF : 
Contestant must win one of the 
three divisions to qualify for the 
play-off, then he meets the other 
divisional winners playing all 
three games to determine the 
World's All-Round Champion. 

WINNER: Luther LasSiter, 
Elizabeth CitY,N.C. New World's 
A ll-R 0 u n d Poe k e t - Billiard 
Champion. 

RUNNER-UP: Larry Johnson, 
Boston, Mass. 

. BBIA BULLETIN 
JEAN BALUKAS APPEARED IN NOVEMBER ON THE MERV 
GRIFFIN Show to give a trick shot exhibition on an AMF billiard table. 

* * * 
THE THIRD ANNUAL NATIONAL OPEN BILLlARD TOURNAMENT 
sponsored by the Billiard Congress of America will be held at 
the Civic Center in LanSing, Mich., from October 6 to 13. Mike Geiger 
of Chas. W. House & Sons, a BBlA member, has urged BBlA dis
tributor members to give financial and moral support to billiard 
r ooms in their respec tive areas in bidding for 1968 BCA State or 
Metropolitan tournaments. Bud Hobbs ofC'Ville Lanes, Inc., in Craw
fordsville, Indiana is chairman of the 1968 BCA Tournament Com
mittee. 

* * * 
THE FIRST NATIONAL AMA TEUR THREE CUSHION Billiard Tourna
ment, sponsored by the Billiard Federation of the U.S.A., has been 
s cheduled from February 6 to 10,1968 at the Elks Lodge in San Jose, 
California. The winner of the tournament will receive an all-ex
pense paid trip to Duren, West Germany to compete in the world 
tournament sponsored by the World Union of Billiards. 

j 
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GETTING REA DY FOR VEGAS " Bill (Corn bread Re d) Burge 
is looking forward to the Stardu st Open i n Las Vegas again this 
year. During the 1967 tournament he did better on the crap tab le 
than on the pool tabl e . The Sta rdu st Open wi ll be hel d [rom 
March 1 - 16. 

NATIONAL BILLIARD NEWS , 

GOOD L UC K IN L ' IL EGY PT -- Cuban Jo e, a hand some 
player who 's al ways smoking a cigar , took on George Jansco in 
a few games o[ one - po c ket during the first week o[ th e Johnston 
City .. .,Tournament. Cuban Joe was the winne r. 

Page Seven 

BILLIARDS BIG 
(Co nt'd from Page Three) 

their native land. Abe doesn't 
have many in his area as most 
of them live in the downtown area. 
But those that do come up are 
rapidly learning pocket billiards. 

On the other hand in the Cuban 
areas there are many who will 
only play the three-cushion br and 
of the sport and it is now be
coming very popular in that sec
tion of town for an establish
ment to install the three-cushion 
table. 

One of the questions that I 
always like to ask owners is if 
they feel the area will support 
a big tournament. 

A be was asked this and he 
said: 

"I think it might go over if 
it were run right. There is a 
lot of interest in the sport down 
here and then there are many 
players coming from all over 
the nation that might help make 
this type of tournament a suc 
cess at the gate." 

Knowing that Jackie Gleason 
is a lover of the sport many 
also feel that he may be able 
to arrange a proper sponsor for 
a big pro tournament. Then the 
Eden Roc and Fontainbleau both 
h a v e beautiful billiard rooms 
which might hold such an event 
and who knows if a major event 
there isn't closer than one might 
assume. 

It is the opinion of many that 
Miami Beach would offer an ideal 
spot for the event and that a 
large pro-am entry might be 
obtained becau~e of the locality 
and quickness to reach. 

I left Abe and walked outside. 
I headed my car to the neat 
Suez Motel where I was staying 
and got into the pool. 

Luther Lassiter Still Owns World's Title 
(Cont' d from Front Page) 

.. - .... l' 

winne r 's bracket in the second 
annual U.S. Open . in St. LouiS, 
winning six in a row. Then he 
sat back and waited for Jimmy 
Caras, of Springfield, Pa., to 
fight his way out of the losers 
bracket: Caras had to win 11 in 
a row to gain the finals. And, once 
a finalist, Caras faced the see m
ingly impossible task of defeating 
a hot-shooting Lassiter twice to 
take the title. 

It's history that Caras, who 
came up in the hey day of the 
great Greenleaf, did beat Las
siter twice to take the Open 
crown. 

"I was blind," Lassiter was 
saying in Vineland, "blind as a 

bat. I had nigh blood pressure. 
I couldn't see the danged balls 
and that devil Caras beat me real 
good." 

Caras called the St. Louis 
comeback one of his greatest 
thrills in the game. Jimmy Car
as has tons of respect for Luther 
Lassiter. 

Then as the leaves of autumn 
gave way to the cold winds of 
winter, Lassiter was in Johnston 
City, Ill., where he won his 
third All-Around Masters title 
(he scored in 1963 and again in 
1963) over another star-studded 
field. 

Somewhere during the year 
he scored a status victory by 
winning the NBC-TV Classic out 

THE CUE BALL 
MADE ESPECIALLY FOR 

npROFESSIONAL PLAYERS" 

9~} 
-fA-SY -:.l)RAW 

THE CUE B4L.L , 
WITH DYNAMIC ACTION. 

MADE ESPECIALLY 
FOR PROFESSIONAL PLAYERS 

"We use Ihis cue ball in our 
billiard room. The manufacturer 
slates: Made esp~cially for profes
sional players. I find in leaching 
our sporl in our billiard cenler Ihal 
Ihis ball is also greal for the 
young sludents of Ihe game. The 
ball is lively and quick in acli~n. 
II takes leu execulion 10 draw a 
follow than any ball thot I've ever 
seen, with the exceplion of an ex
pensive ivory, of course. It 

EARL NEWBY 
Publisher of Ihe 
Nalional Billiard News 

- For Detailed Information Contact-

MACON BILLIARD-SUPPLY 
Manufacturers o f BIL LI ARD TABLES and SUPPLIES 

510 - 11th STREET, MACON, GA., 31282 
Telep ne (9 12) 745-7621 

. In Las Vegas with miHions of 
American tube viewers looking 
In. 

And, of course, Lassiter did 
it all "fe~ling mighty bad, yes 
s ir. 

It is legend that Lassiter shoots 
best when he feels wors t (see 
Editor's Notebook) so one s hud
ders to think who might have 
been 1967 's King of the Hill had 
Luther Lassiter's health been 
better. 

Yet, LaSSiter, despite his tre
mendous success this (and any 
other) year, says he has develop
ed "an utter distaste for straight 
pool." 

"It's a silly game," he said 
one night in Vineland. "Lawdie, 
let me shoot a little Nine Ball 
or some One Pocket and I'm 
happy. But straight pool? Why, it 
just drags on and on. I'm tired 
of playing straight pool, yes in-

. deed, I'm tired of the game." 
It is part of the Lassiter syn

drome to understate his abilities 
and his preferences for the vari
ous forms of pocket billiards, 
but the display he put on in wal
loping hard-luck Jersey Red in 
Vineland certainly appeared to be 
a labor of love. 

Still, Lassiter, who has always 
been able to laugh at himself, 
said at one point during the six
night challenge match that he 
"still doesn't know how to play 
this danged game." 

He had fritzed a shot, termi
nating what looked like a promis
ing run, and he drew back from 
the table in disbelief. 

"Lawdie," he said, "how stu
pid can one man b~? I've been 
playing this game for 36 years 
and I'll be danged if I know how 
yet." 

The humourous line sent the 
packed stands in Vineland into 
gales of laughter. 

Unless Luther Lassiter turns 
in a carbon copy of his 1967 
success -- and the smart fel
lows say they won't bet against 
him -- it, may be years before 
a~othe~play:;:., comes along to 

rule the game as Lassiter has 
done this year. 

"He's got more baubles than 
Santa Claus," one veteran pool 
buff said in Vineland. "My God, 
I've heard all about Greenleaf, 
but did he dominate the game so 
completely? It's hard to believe, 
not having seen Greenleaf, but I 
guess it would be hard to believe 
what Wimpy has done this year if 
I hadn't seen most of his vic
tories this year with my own eyes. 
He has to be the greatest since 
Greenleaf, no doubt about it." 

Amen, oh, Lawdie, amen. 

But here's another thought. If 
Wimpy has been playing the game 
for 36 years and -- despite his 
track record -- claims he "still 
doesn' t know how to shoot the 
danged balls," what's going to 
happen in the 36 years ahead. 

"I should live so long," says 
Lassiter. 

You should, Mr. Lass iter, in
deed, you should. 

You're the greatest thing to 
happen to pool this and any other 
yea r. 

Indeed , you ole rascal, in
deed. 

Glenn Wins Nat'l Three-Cushion Title 
MILWAUKEE, Nov. 13 (UPI) 

--Gerald Glenn of New York won 
the national amateur three-cush-

ion billiards championship by de
feating Chet Krizek of Milwaukee, 
50-32. 

609 PENNSYLVANIA 
ELIZABETH, N.J. 07206 

Telephone Area Code (201) 289-2588 
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Page Eight 

BELINSKY - CHANCE 
(Cont'd from Page Two) 

year s back. He w~ something 
like Don, he never played in any 
tournaments but Don says that 
he sure could play. 

"I have opened up a billiar d 
room in Bloomington, Minn.,a
bout a half-mile fr om the ball 
park. George Branton who has 
owned billiard rooms in the Min
neapolis area for years is one of 
my partners. We are having a 
tournament in my room for that 
part of the country. 

"Don appeared in my r oom 
fo r two weeks giving exhibitions 
along with San Lynn Merrik. Don 
took the Minnesota state title 
home with him so I'll have to get 
him to send it back for the tour
nament. A few years ago Don, 
Jimmy Moore and myself gave 
exhibitions around Chicago and 
Milwaukee. I can' t play at all but 
Don and Jim are great exhibi
tion players and we were quite a 
success. Don, Bo and I were sup
posed to go to Japan, but didn ' t 
quite make it. I would recom
mend Pocket Billiards to any 

. youngster as the game is terri-
fic and ,the old conception of pool 
PlayerS ' is definitely gone." 

The Billard News always likes 
to hear from sports figures and 
people in all walks of life Who are 
interested in po c k e t billiards. 
It's players like Dean Chance, 
"Bo" Belinsky, Peter Falk, Wal
ter Alston and Fred Astaire a
m ong many others who have 
changed the image of pocket 
billiards. 

Editor 

NINE- BALL STANDINGS 
(Cont'd from Page Four) 

Allen 11, Edwards 5 
Houser 11, Perkins 10 

c.-.-'""'"'"'----e::' rane 11, Jaquet 10 
Jones 11, West 10 
Diliberto 11, Kollins 5 
Breit ll, Puckett 9 
Blumenthal 11, Hahn 6 
Johnson 11, Spaeth 9 
Lassiter 11, Johnson 5 
Lassiter 11, LeSieur 4 
Lassiter 11, Taylor 6 
Lassiter 11, Blumenthal 9 
Lassiter 11, Allen 8 
LaSSiter 11, Allen 7 

Hahn 11, Coslosky 10 
Thompson 11, Cook 8 
Edwards 11, Jones 8 
Springer 11, Tozer 3 
Johnson 11, Hahn 10 
Taylor 11, Golf 10 
Puckett 11, Burge 0 
Blumenthal 11, Lassiter 9 
LeSieur 11, Breit 10 
Ervalino 11, Puckett 8 
Breit 11, Ervalino 8 
Goff 11, Thompson 8 
Kelly 11, Crane 10 . 
Lassite r '11. Breit 10 
Blumenthal 11, LeSieur 10 
Goff 11, Kelly 8 
Allen 11, Taylor 4 

Prints of 
Billiard Scenes 

• 
Old and Rare 

Books on Billiards 

• 
All the New 

Books on Billiards 

• 
Wr i te Now for 

Price List 

BILLIARD 
ARCHIVE 
5258 E. 2nd STREET 

l ong Beach, Cal. 
90803 

NA TIONAL BILLIARD NEWS 

YOUNG CUE STAR -- John Fetrow, right, a 16-year-old lad 
from Lemoyne, Pa. , is th e protege of Stanley Stonik of Wilkes 
Barre. Stonik, well known gentleman player in the coal country 
around Wilkes Barre , says that young John has had high runs 
between thirty and fifty balls . 

Tournament Champion 
TOURNAMENT CHAMPION: NEW WORLD'S ALL- ROUND CHAM
PION 

WINNER: Luther Lassiter (age 49) Elizabeth City, N.C. 
RUNNER-UP : Larry Johnson (age 38) Boston, Mass. 

C HAMPIONSmp PLAY -OFF : PLAY -OFF MONEY 
WINNER: Luther Lassiter, Elizabeth City, N.C. $800.00 
RUNNER-UP: Larry Johnson, Boston, Mass. 300.00 

SCORES : 
ONE POCKET 
Luther Lassiter 
Larry Johnson 

STRAIGHT POOL 

4 
1 

Luther Lassiter 150 
Larry Johnson 89 

LUTHER LASSITER WON CHAMPIONSHIP TWO MATCHES TO 
NONE. 

Coming Tournaments 
The Stardust Open Tourname nt , sponsored by George and 

Pal,lly Jansco and tourney director Johnny Drew , will be held 
March 1 - 16 at the Stardust Hotel , in Las Vegas. 

The Billiard Room -Proprie tors of America will present their 
sixth annual World ' s 14.1 " Tuxedo" Tournament at the Statler 
Hilton Hotel in New York City from April 12 ~ 22 . 

BE SURE TO VISIT THE 
4th All-Around 

POCKET BILLIARD 
TOURNAMENT 

at the 

eSTARDUST HOTEL' 

December, 1967 

EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK I (Continued from Page Two) 

"No," said Wimp. "it is just mat I'm s ick. I'm a dead man, I am. 
And it would be so simple if I was well. " 

On the way out he stopped at the desk and asked Dr. Pitel if he 
would "pres cribe a liPl penicillen." The doctor obliged and the next 
evening Lassiter shot out the lights . 

He put together an ear ly run of 124 and finished up with a 56 -and
out to put the match out of Briet 's reach, 600-357. 

Briet , one of the great talents in the game today, spent most of the 
match talking to himself. On opening night he boasted, "Wimp' s no 
Superman. " But by mid-week the Red Raider was just about willing to 
concede that Lassiter was at least shooting like Superman. 

"I can' t get untracked," Briet s aid. "It's a good table and I'm 
missing shots I shouldn't miss. " 

Some observers feltJerseyRed,down byalmost250 bal ls with only 
three blocks remaining, began pressing. It was a fair observation. 
Red poured out his frustrations to his pretty wife, Dorothy Marie, 
each time a shot was fritzed. 

"I should have had that," he said many times. Mrs. Briet smiled 
and tried to keep his spirits up, but Wimpy was "shooting too 
straight" in Vineland. He could have knocked out a whole regiment of 
Vietcong that week in Vineland -- all by himself. 

On the final evening, Lassiter and Briet donned tuxedoes for the 
finale. It was an anti-climax with Lassiter ahead by almost 500 balls. 

If there was any hope' that Red Raider might come up with a late 
charge, Lassiter eliminated the possibility with a high run of 99. 

And, at that point, he walked over to the players table, took off his 
new prescription glasses and set them down. 

"These glasses have to go," he said. 
It was a humerous climax to a Fun Week in Vineland. Wimpy won 

the match, 1200-to-698 to successfully defend his championship 
and then he said he had to hurry home to Carolina for an important 
date. 

"F riend of mine getting married down home," he said. 
"Oh, why, no, no indeed, it's noUhis li'l ole country boy. It's my 

friend, Walter Davis, He's big in oil, a millionaire a dozen times 
over, listed on Wall Street, too. 

"Walter lost his wife awhile back and he's going again. They're 
giving a lil'l ole dance for him down home and I promised I'd attend." 

He picked up his prize check of $1500 (Briet got $1000) and, after 
autographing scores of programs, headed South to take in a dance. 

If Wimpy dances as well as he shot pool in Vineland, he had to 
be the Beau of the Ball -- with or without those new eye glasses. 

The relephone (608) 873-9802 

~tktng CUE Company 

Hand-made Custom Cues 

Professional Repairs 

111 .... ST M",'N STOUGHTON , WIS . SUit 

LAS VEGAS, NEY ADA 
Mar. 1 st thru 16th 

Scene of the 

nSTARDUST U.S. OPEN" 

This Year's 
'STARDUST OPEN' 
Will Be Played, 

As Usual, on 

~ne Most T alked About 
Tuble in A merica Today! 

• 8ig "G"-Hustler and Spartsman 
• Unsurpassed in Quality 

and Appearance 
• Available in Size" 

World's Richest Tourney 

GANDY'S 
'BIG G' 

4 x 8, 4 % x 9 and 5 xl 0 
• Pool, Snooker or Carom 
• With or Without Gullies and 

Rail Score Markers 

See th e Big (G' in Adion and You W ill Know ,Wh y It Is the Players' Ch oice ! 
for FREE .IOCHURE and PRICES Write Your NEAIEST DEALER or CONTACT 

Macon Billiard 
Supply Company 

MANUFACTURERS of 

Roy Gandy, President 

510 11th STREET 
P.O. BOX 533 

BILLIARD TABLES and 

Phone (912) 745 -7621 or 745-6106 

MACON, GEORGIA 
31.282 

SUPPLlf,S 

/ 
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