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Janseo's $33,000 Stardust Open ..... , 
'Knoxville Bear' Ready To Defend Title; Winner Could Earn $1.0,000.QO 

1966 Stardust · winner, Ronnie Allen (right), poses with Mr. 
Al Benedict, Executive Director and one of the owners of the 
plush Stardust Hotel, site of the world's richest tourney. 

Pictured displaying cue which earned h im his Stardust Cham
pionship is the late Harold Worst. He won Jansco's first Cue 
Classic in 1965. At left is hu ge c hampion ship ,trophy. 

LAt:> VEGAS, NEV.-With unly 
a few days remaining before the 
huge sign atop the Stardust Hotel 
displays it's weicomp greeting 
for the world's gr eatest billiard 
players, George and Pauly Jan
s co feel su r e that this year's 
fourth annual Stardus t Open will 
be the best one yet. 

This famed Stardust Open All
Around Tournament will start 
here on Frlday, 'March 1st, and 
run daily through Friday, March 
15th, with the winner receiving 
a possible $10,000.00 first place 
pr'ze. The giant Bevil SigH su ni S 
it all up easily as it will read, 
"$33,000 Stardust U. S. Open 
Pocket Billiard Tournament." 

In the c.vurse of this fifteen 
day stay, [t' s estimated that 
as many as 12 million people 
will have passpd by the huge 
marque, by the many, many 
means of both public and pri
vate transportation. "The Strip" 
as it is so well known the world 
over, most certainly rates sec
ond to none, when it comes to 
wanting only the classiest of 
entertainment. 

This ' Fun and Games ' capital 
of the world, has a new show 
opening everyda y, and people all 
over the country come and go 
week in and week out, ' Just for 
the fun of it'. This vacation 

(Cont'd on Page Two) 

4·Way Tie 
In Norwalk 
Cue Event 

N')RWALK, CA LIF. -This late 
word just in f'Com Charlie'S Cue 
'N Cushion, site of the 'Now In 
Progr ess,' California Champ
ionship Straight Pool Tourna
ment, has :;10 less then seven 
players tiec for the number one 
and- two spots, as of Sunday 
night, February 17th. 

The three p layer s involved in 
the three-way tie for first place 
are Lassiter, Breit and DiLi
berto, all with r ecords of ;'-1. 

Tied for second place are Mc
Gowen, Murphy, Moore and 
Florence with marks of 4-1. 

" Machine Gun" Butera has the 
high run midwdY through this 
fine billiard classic with a fan
tastic run of 120 balls in a short 
span of just 17 minutes. (Nice 
gOing Charley. ) 

Char lie Miliken, popular pro
(Cont'd on P-a,g e Nine) 

Eddie " Knoxville Bear" Taylor, 1,967 winner and defending 
champions. A good bet to finish high in this year's final stand
ings, if not the repeat winner. 

Pictured, from left, are Luther Lassiter, World's Cha mpion , 
and E d Walters, the hand so me youn g c ue star and referee from 

'the Star Dust Hotel, Las Vegas. Ed is one of th e yo un g stars 
who can hardly wait, each year, till this cue classic is in ac
tion. 
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Page Two 

Editor's 
Notebook 

by EARL NEWBY 

On January 28th we drove down to Arlington, Va. , jo 
see our very good friend, Bill "Weenie Beenie" Staton's 
new plush family billiard lounge, and see some .of the 
games .in play in the U.S. Open 9- Ball Tournament. 

Arlington is a classy suburb of Washington, D.C. There are no 
factories, only one Government building, Department of Records, 
and a large shopping center, where Weene Beene' s "Jack & Jill 
Billiard Lounge is located. It' s a three hour drive via New Jersey 
Turnpike and John F. Kennedy Toll Road #95, one hundred and sev
enty miles one way. We parked and walked into the Jack & Jill, down 
one flight of steps. As we walked through the door entering the 
Lounge, we gazed at a most beautiful Sight. It was 3 p.m. , and every 
one of the twenty five Gandy Big G tables were in play and a waiting 
list at the desk. We do not remember how long we stood, just looking. 
The wall to wall carpet is a beautiful orange, the walls in pastel 
colors, also the tables in pastel shades. As we stood in front of the 
entrance,' to the right was T. V. Weene Beene's private office. Next 
to his office was the famous name restaurant, to our left was. the desk 
and time clock, and looking up at the Time Card Rack we counted 25 
time cards in play. The Tournament and Exhibition Room is on the 
left from Time Clock and Desk Control. The first one to say Hello 
was the Dean, Onofrio Loria. We were happy to see him. Loria is 
truly one of the all time Great Ambassadors to sell our sport. 
The next one to shake hands was Charles Kelly. Cue Ball is a popu
lar booking agent and referee nationally known. Eddie Taylor and his 
lovely wife were there. We always enjoy greeting our friends and 
meeting the new young cue stars. We were very pleased to meet 
Mrs. Chris Miller, one of the cue belles of B.C.A., who was an 
alternate contestant at the U.S. Open last year at St. Louis, Mo. 

Our air flight to Chicago as guest of the B.C.A', was a treat. We 
,want to say we had to leave in a hurry and were not there for our 
introduction. We apologize to the Staff of the B.C.A. We were de
lighted to meet our friend, Dean Chance, and the Champion Lassiter. 

We stood talking to Minnesota Fats and up walked none other than 
Jack Thomas, Vice President of The Brunswick Corp. Without even a 
glance at me he put out his hand to shake hands with The Fat Man, 
saying "Minnesota, I am one of those B.C.A. Generals who don't 

.",..,...".."-~k,,,.,~~a Five Ba}l from an orange." Mr. Thomas was now laughing 
and no once did he look at me. Minnesota, one who is never at a loss 
for a word, said "Mr. Thomas," at the same time pulled out a 
letter mailed to him from New York City, "My T.V. Show has been 
rated Number One." Mr. Thomas glanced at the rating and still 
laughing, walked away. The Fat Man turned around to where Dean 
Chance and World Champ Lassiter were putting on an act for the 
photographers. Lassiter was batting with a cue and Dean was making 
the motions of throwing a pool ball as he would a base ball. We had 
a nice chat with Clive Cottingham. It was nice to say Hello to Harry 
Grove, one of Brunswick Corp's executive staff. 

BeHIND THE 8 - BALL 
I have been reading in the daily press about inflation and listen

ing to the politicians talk about 
deficit spending and bala"ce of 
payments, and I've heard a lot 
of talk in pool rooms and sub
ways, and taxi cabs, about the 
American dollar. 

Everybody claims it doesn't 
buy what it once bought and, 
of course, they're right. 

But one friend asked me, 
" Earl, what happened to the dol
lar?" 

Here was my answer: 
" The dollar is behind the 

E ight - Ball." 

SPECIAL TO ALL PROPRIETORS. If you have a player in your 
Billiard Center with Class to try for one of the seven openings in the 
Billiard Room Proprietors Association of America's World's Tuxedo 
Classic, the format calls for all players to-play at the posh-Statle 

(Continued on Page Eleven) 
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$33,000 STARDUST- OPEN, WORLD'S RICHEST TOURNEY 

desert city is a ' Must' on every 
vacationers list. 

This year's Cue Classic will 
host an array of new talent. A 
few of the names are certainly 
making this, their first of many 
trip. Latest word from the tele ; 
phone has at least seven new 
boy's who have already mailed 
in their completed entry form. 

Al Miller 1S making plans to 
take in this Fourth Annual Star
dust Billiard . Classic. From the 
" City of Brotherly Love", Mr. 
Al Coslosky has already pur
chased airline tickets and will 
make this trip ill high fashioned, 
'First Class', after riding the 
bus the last three times. 

(Continued from Front Page) 

Word from ' the west coast has 
a new young star by the name of 
" Tuscon Whitey'. This cue star 
is . making himself a name, and 
seemingly has the bank roll to 
back it up. He most ct>rtainly 
should have a real field day 
when he checks in at the posh 
Stardust, and gets a look at all 
those great stars. 

According to George Jansco, 
this year's test has all the top 
stars, aiming at a huge chunk 
of the $33,.0.0.0 • .0.0 guaranteed put. 
It's possible for one player to 
win as much as $ 1.0,.0.0.0 said 
Jansco. 

In 1965, the late Harold Worst 
catured the coveted trophy and 

championstlip winners check. In 
'66, Ronnie Allen turned the trick 
and took home all the marbles. .-/ 
Last year's meet was wo~ by , 
Eddie " Knoxville Bear" Taylor, 
who is ready and waiting to de-
fend his year old crow:J. 

This world famed Stardust, 
is sanctioned and endorsed by 
the Billiard Players Ass'no of 
America (BPAA), and pNmits 
any and all players to enter any 
one of three diviSions. Anyone 
interested in entering this year 's 
4th Annual $33,.0.0.0 Stardust All
Around Pocket Billiard Tourney, 
may do so by contacting George 
Jansco at the Stardust Hotel by 
dialing (7.02) 735-6111. 

~:F~ 

> ' 

PROFESSIONAL TABLES 
Built to Billiard Congress specifications, with Minnesota Fats special features. Two foot 
pockets empty balls into ball rack, provide self-counting for popular game of One
Pocket. Marker buttons built into foot panel. Entire outer surface covered with scratch, 
stain, and burn resistant walnut finish MICARTA, Three piece I" slate bed. Super 
fast, accurate banking, pure gum rubber cushions. Complete with MF green cloth, 
MF dust cover, six MFI cues, 6-place 2-pc. plastic cue rack, bridge, chrome bridge 
holder, MF balls, MF break ball, MF triangle, MF repair kit, 12 MF chalk, and MF 
rule book. Built in 4x8, 4 % x9 and Sx 1 0 sizes, for Pocket, Snooker, and 3-Cushion 
Billiard play. 

For COMPLETE DETAILS and INFORMATION 
WRiTE, CALL or WIRE 

Minnesota Fats Enterprises, Inc. 
6501 LINCOLN AVE. 

LINCOLNWOOD, ILLINOIS 60645 or Phone (Area Code 312) 677-0050 

Amerfcan 
BILLIARD CUES 

bYJach.q~ 
All-American Best-Buys 

at every price level I 

SUGGESTED 
Shown left to right RETAIL 

JXS SPECIAL SHARPSHOOTER $21.50 

JPS PROFESSIONAL SHARK 44.95 

JS SHARK 32.50 

JSS SPECIAL SHARK 39.95 

JSM SHARPSHOOTER 19.95 
Made In U.S.A, 

Models JSS and JPS have the genuine impregnated 

<)D~~ 
ROCK MAPLE SHAFT 

for consistently smooth stroking. Try one and see. 

Sold Only Through Billiard Distributors and Dealer. 
Write Today for Free Coior Brochure to: 

LOWVILLE~AMERICAN COMPANY, INC. 

P. O. Box 461 
Reading, Penna. 1 ~603 

/ I 
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The 'Dean' Adds Another Laurel 
With U~S. Open 9·Ball Victory 

BY J OE MARCUS 
Contributing Editor 

'Great work, champ.' 
'Copgratulations. ' 
'We're all proud of you .' 
That's really showing them. 

These were just four of the 
greetings and saluations that 
Onofrio Lauri received as he 
walked into the Golden Q in Wood
side less than . 48 hours after he 

pu lled one of the 
higgest upsets in 
poe ket hi lliards 
by capturing the 
U. S. Nine- Ball 
OPl'1l Champion
ship at Weenil' 
Beenies' billiard 
palace ill A r lill
gton, Va. MARCUS 

You could tell by just looking 
at the ageless veteran Dean of 
Pocket Billiard Players that he 
felt great. 

A lways in a hurry he was a bi t 
snappier than usual. His eyes 
glittered and those who know him 
said that he was indeed proud. 

ner and Al Gassner. 
How does Onofrio feel about 

all the ado? 
"The win and the accolades I 

r eceived certainly feel great, " 
s aid the man whom in the past 
has battled all the great ones 
like Erwin Rudolph, Ralph Gr een
I e a f, Wi llie Mosconi, Irving 
Crance, Andrew Ponzi, Luther 
Lassiter and Jimmie Caras. 

When he was a youngster in 
Williamsburg his father used to 
beat him whenever he caught 
him practicing at the table in the 
family candy store instead of at 
the violin. 

February, 1968 

"The old man really showed 
them something," said Cue Ball 
Kelly, the wor ld -famous r eferee 
and a lifelong fr iend of Laur i. 

But Lauri todays says it is all 
worth it and the music he plays 
with the cue stick is a thing of 
beauty. 

Congratulations champ! ONAFRIO LAU RI 

Cue Ball was on hand to witness 
the championship fini sh and he 
s aid: "The man certainly de 
s erves that title. II 

"I think now that Onofrio is 
going to enter more nine- ball 
tourneys and don't bet against 
him winning some big matches. 

'The Hustler' A L.ittle 
Exaggerated Says Erwich 

KELLY 

"You have to admire him for 
taking part in Arlington. But it 
was the old story of nothing ven
tured, nothing gained and here 
Lauri gained a new respect that 
he can use to enhance his repu
tation which has been top notch 
for over 40 years." 

That statement by Cue Ball 
pretty well summed up the feel
ings of some other players who 
were present for the Golden Q 
tourney match between Dan Gart-

"Weenie Beenie" Presents 

JOE MARCUS 
Billiard Roo mPio

prietors in the New York: 
. are a are expecting 
another sharp gain in the 
number of youngsters 
and distaff competitors 
who frequent their es
tablishments in the very 
near future. 

When "The Hustler" was 
shown in the -l ocal movie hous-

GUARANTEED 

es there was a burst of enthusi
asm for the game and many a 
youngster and women as well as 
some of the middle aged gentle
men got their first introduction 
to the sport when they saw Jackie 
Gleason on the screen. Theywere 
amazed at the game and decided 
to come to their local billiard 
parlors and explore the sport in 
greater detail. 

" A great deal of what was 
shown in the picture was a lit
tle exaggerated," said Charlie 

COMPLETE ENTRY FEE 

$50.00 

Limited to 
Just 32 Players 

Prize Fund Distribution 
2,500.00 

For Complete 
Detai ls and General 
In formaT ion Contact 

Bill ·'Weenie 
Been ie'· Staton or 

Bob Purdum at the 

1st Place ••••••• · •• $600,00 
2nd Place - - - - - - - - -
3rd Place - - - - - - - - -
4th Place - - - - - - - - -
5th Place - - - - - - - - -
6th Place - - - - - - -- -
7th Place - - - - - - - - -
8th Place - - - - - - - - -
9th thru 16th (each) -
HIGH RUN - - - - - - - -

350.00 
250.00 
200.00 
150.00 
150.00 
150.00 
150.00 

50.00 
100.00 

TOTAL 2,500.00 

PRIZE FUND 

JACK & JILL CUE 
CLUB 

Claremont Shopping Center 
2707 S. WAKEFIELD, ARLlN6TON, VA. 22206 

TELEPHONE (703) 931-7671 

/ 

/ 

E rwich, who at the time was head 
of the New York State Billiard 
Room Proprietors Association. 
"However, the lounge owners 
didn't mind as it was the old 
story of "call me what you want 
but make sure you spell the 
name right." 

The name of the game was 
billiards and for the lounge own
ers it made a delightful sound as 

-the cash registers were kept 
busy. 

The boom started to fade out 
and the industry took on a sta
bUizing effect. Now along comes 
MinnesOta Fats in real life all 275 
plus pounds of him with an enter
taining flair for the vast mil
lions of viewers on the TV 
screens. 

So the local lounges are finding 
that there is a falling off of bus i
ness around 3 p.m. when the Fat 
Man takes the cue in hand against 
some of the finest celebrities in 
the game. However, the fans are 
quick to try out ~eir game once 
the show goes off the air and Sat
urday night is proving a little 
busier than before. 

The TV critics have been keep
ing a sharp eye on the show and 
the billiard fan is starting to com
pare his game to that of the cele
brities who are brought to face the 
Fat Man. 

. The first week of the show saw 
Minnesota iight it out with Buddy 

(Cont'd on Pa ge Seven ) 

in both 
billia rd supplie. and 
~u.tom made-ta-order 

cue •. 

In billiard supplies, we main
tain a stock of all billiard 
equipment and parts, includ
ing all BRUNSWICK items. 

In cues, because of our relia
ble, fast, custom work, un· 
matched qual ity, and many 
othed unique PALMER features , 

for our b i llia rd supply cat 
alog and / or our brochure showing 
'ou r enti re line o f f ine, made-to 
order cues. 

PALMER CUSTOM CUES CO. 
M ANUFACTUIHRS o~ THE WORlD S FINfST CUES" 

37 WESTFielD AVENUE 
ElIZABETH, NEW JERSEY ,07208 
1 01 189 4 sss 'lOI 189 4 1 '.I I 
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Lucky For Minnesota 
Fats 'That Upper Darby 
Fats Missed One 

BY JOSEPH F. LOWRY 
All I can say is: Minnesota 

Fats is lucky. 
I'm sitting at my desk late 

yesterday, doing a little politics. 
My thoughts are on Scranton, 
Shafer, Scott and Shapp • • 

My mind runs all the way 
through the S's and along comes 
this guy, He looks like Jackie 
Gleason, but not much. 

"I hear you're getting a hefty 
slice of the action around here," 
he says to me. "They say you're 
running over 100 balls in parlors 
to the west of the big city." 
NOW HE'S PHILLY FATS 

I allow as I had annihilated 
Luther Lawrence three times 
the past week, then ask: 

"Who are you?" 
He raises an eyebrow and says: 
"I'm Rudolf Wanderone, best · 

known as Minnesota Fats; My 
nom de guerre is determined by 
my locale of the moment. Right 
now, I'm ready to prove I'm 
Philadelphia Fats," 

"Whatcha doing in Philly?" I 
slur, hoping to psyche him out 
--you know, scare the hell out 
of him. 

meet Mickey Rooney, Mil ton 
Berle, Bill Cosby, even Zsa Zsa 
Gabor and Phyllis Diller. 

"To be frank, it's publicity I 
want. Care to meet me? Pick 
your field of battle." 
HE'S CORNERED 

I'm in a real fix. Everybody 
in the office is listening, even 
the Army editor, who seldom 
does. There's ' no backing out. 

So I invite Fats onto my home 
grounds: 30th Street Station of 
the Pennsylvania Railroad, where 
there are eight pool tables. 

I'm a little nervous. So I talk 
a bit. I tell Fats I'm a poolroom 
linguist. But he doesn't get it 
and I explains that I make the 
cue ball speak more than Eng- ' 
lish. 

Fats is not only unperturbed, 
he's unimpressed. His reaction 
is: 

"Don't give me all that who
shot-John stuff. save the juice 
till we get over at your jOint." 
WEIGHS IN AT 265 

I shuts up and Fats takes 
over. He tells me he is 55, five
feet-eight, 265 pounds and has 
been playing pool since he was 
two. 

This is how he says it: 

Photo Courtesy of THE EVEN ING B ULLET IN 
MINNESOTA FATS, Rudolf Wanderone, points out a pool s hot to Bull e tin reporter Jo seph F. 

"Promoting my TV show," he 
says. "I'm playing pool every 
Sunday for at least the next 17 
weeks. Channel 10 .... WCAU 
Every week I meet a different 
Hollywood star. A half-hour go. 

"This week it's Buddy Hack
ett. He's the Jersey comiC, I 

"I played every circuit, crack
ed every record, broke Ponzi, 
Mosconi, Caras .... .all the top 
pros, I licked Harrisburg Whitey, 
Cornbread Red, the Cincinnati 

Lowry, better known as u pper Darby Fats, at 30th Street Station. (Cont'd on Page Six) 

...... ~============================~-
America'S 

finest 

* * * 

The pros love this one ... tourna ment sized 5 x 10 snooker or carom, 

4 '/, x 9 and 4 x 8 pocket bill iards, with diamond ground slates to insure 
perfect play, with all of the features of the '6400' series . These fine 

tables feature selected cabinet wood construction, and are available in 
rosewood or walnut, with pedestals in white or walnut finish. Choose it 

* * * 

Come 
from 

6400 SERIES (Regulation Table) 

A masterpiece of modern design. From the cast aluminum feet 

to the 1 -1/16" matched genuine slates, the 6400 Seri~s packs 

quality throughout. The colorful contoured fi breg lass apron 

which skirts the table comes in a choice of colors. Finest bil 
liard cloth is color-keyed to match or contrast with aprons for 
a dramatic color combination. Featured are chrome ball com· 
partments, ra il score marker and chrome bridge holder. The 

6400 Series is the top of the line professional table found in 

better rooms around the world . Available in 4 x 8 and 4 'I, x 9 

pocket or gulley; 5 x 10 billiard or snooker. 

* * * 

6600 SERIES (Regulation Table) 

The ultimate in professional style pocket billiard tables. This ta bl e avail· 
able in 5 x 10 snooker or carom, 4 'I, x 9 and 4 x 8 pocket style . Fea· 
tured is genuine 1 -1/16" slate beds, heavy duty frame, castings and 
heavy duty aluminum trim , 100 % commercia l wool cloth, pure gum 
rubber cushions set with micrometer accuracy. Standard equipment in · 
eludes inlaid score counters, chrome ball holders, bridge holder, tri a ngle 
holder, individual adjustable legs. Pockets or gulleys. 

* * * 
Immediate delivery on all tables _ Distributorships available in several choice areas_ Call or write for free color brochure & catalog. 

Northern Calif. Office: 
750 EI Camino Real 

San Carlos, Calif. 94070 
Telephone: AC 451-592-11 8 

~~ _____ L 
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Entries Rolling In For BRP~A World's Cue 
NEW YORK, N.Y ... 

'Entries from players 
who will appear in the 
qualifying round of the 
1968 World's Pocket 
Billiard Championship 
Tournament at New 
York's Statler Hilton 
hotel are "starting to 
flow into BRPAA Head-

. quarters in 'very sat
isfactory' numbers," 
Joseph G, Mc Gill, the 
Association's Presi
dent , has disclosed. 

Several former World's Tour
nament players have already 
evidenced their desire to play, 
McGill revealed. 

Among the former star play
ers are Mike Eufemia, holder of 
a record 371-ball run on a 4 1/2 
by 9 table. Left-handed Eufemia, ' 
a distinct threat every time he 
goes to the table, will vye for one 
of the seven open "seats" and 
has a "fine chance to qualify," 
McGill mentioned. 

The Dean of Pocket Billiards, 
Onofr io Lauri, has also indicat
ed his availability to play. Lauri 
has appeared in over 20 World 
Tournaments and the 75- yearold 
cue star is still a tough com
petitor with the cue l 

From New Jersey, the slick
stroking Joe Russo, a room own
e r in Trenton, has applied, a 
couple of year s back Russo r an a 
beautifully-engineered 112 balls 
against the great . Negro s tar, 
Ciser o Murphy arid handed Mur-

MC GILL 

phy a costly defeat. Russo will be 
another strong threat to win a 
place and gain entrance into his 
second World's Tourney. 

There are also indications that 
several up and coming young 
players will "trod the Boards" 
at the Terrace Ballroom of the 
Statler Hilton Hotel. 

Br ooklyn's sensational young 
Johnny Ervolino has signified his 
intention to compete and will be a 
very serious challenger to all of 
the other entr ants . 

Ervolino has beaten all of the 
countrY's top players in various 
tournaments over the past year 
and is a greatly - improved play
er this year according to scouts 
who have been following his 
progr ess around the country. 

Another fin e young player fr om 
New Jersey, Petey Margo, will 
appear in the qualifying r ound. 
Son of a room owner, young Pet
ey has' phiyed in sever al '!ational 

tournaments and has afine future 
in the game. 

Among other applicants are: 
,Pete Pappas, a construction com
pany executive from Amityville, 
N.Y., Basil Minickene, propri
etor of a billiard room in Amity
ville and a player who has . been 
identified with top tourneys in the 
East for over twenty years; Ray 
Martin of Fair Lawn, N.J., John 
Krajezar of Bethlehem, Pa., a 
talented player who operated a 
billiard room and Jimmy FUSCO, 

, a youthful star who won Earl New
by's room tournament recently 
with splendid "runs" in all his 

·games. 
It is expected by the BRP AA 

that somewhere in the neighbor
hood of 30 to 40 players will ap
ply or win local room tourna
ments and come to New York 
City for the qualifying round. 

"We may have to schedule 
some of the elimination matches 
in certain metropolitan rooms," 
Mr. McGill stated, "but we're 
prepared for that eventuality." 

The Statler Hilton qualifying 
r ound entries, McGill pointed 
out, will probably consist of the 
fi r st 30 players appr oved to play 
in the qualifying round by the 
BRPAA's Tour nament Commit
tee. Mr. McGill ur ged al l play
ers who ar e contemplating enter
ing the ' 68 Tournament qualify
ing round to "Signify their inten
tions at the earliest possible mo
ment to BRP AA - headquarter s," 

"Either write or telephone our 
Executive Director, Stan Marku
s en, r ight away," McGill said. 

Billiard Room Proprietors Association of -Ame; ica 

APPLICATION FORM FOR ENTRY QUALIFYING ROUND 
1968 World's Pocket Billiard Championship Tournament 

hereby indicate my will ingness to enter the qualify

ing round of the 1968 World 's Pocket Bill iard Cham

pionship Tournament, to be held on April 12 and 

April 13 at the Sta tler Hilton Hotel in New York City. 

If my application is a ccepted by the Tournament Com
miHee of the Billiard Roo m :J?roprietori Association and 
up~n subsequent offi cia l noti fica tion to me to that 
effect, I will forward my persona l check in the amount 
of $150 for my entry fee , made payable to " BRPAA," 
in t ime to rea~h BRPAA headquarters by April 1, 1968. 

Send Application to: ,_--------------------
Billiard Room Proprietors Ass~ciat i c n of America 1 APPLICATION FORM FOR ENTRY QUALIFYING R.OUND I 1968 World ' s Pocket Billia rd Champion ship Tournament STANLEY G. MARKUSEN 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
500 FIFTH AVENUE I NAME .. . .. ... . .. . ... . ... . ..... . ..... . . ....... .. . . 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 10036 I ADDRESS .. . . .. . .. . ..... .. .. . .. .. .... . . . .. . - . .. . . .. . 

(A rea Code 212) 

LONGACRE 4·8744 

I I CITY •. ... . . . . . .. . . ... STATE .. . .... .. . ZIP .. ... . . • 

I Signature ....... . .... . ... . . .. . . Date .. ....... .. ... . 

APPLICATION FORM 

Billiard Room Proprietors Association of America 

• 
500 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10036 

To: STANLEY G. MARKUSEN Executive D irector 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

... .. .. . . .... .. ' . 
STREET CITY .STATE 

NAME OF PROPRIETOR 
PRINT IN FULL 

TOTAL TABLES IN ESTABLISHMENT .. . 

POCKET BILLIARD TABLES.. . ... ... ... ..... . ..... BILLIARD TABLES .. 

SNOOKER TABLES .. 

HOW LONG IN BILLIARD ROOM BUSINESS? 

IS YOUR ROOM AIR-CONDITIONED? . . 

......... YEARS. 

DO YOU HAVE BOWLING LANES IN YOUR ESTABUSHMENT? . 

HOW MANY? .... DO YOU OPERATE A LUNCH COUNTER ON PREMISES? 

OTHER PERTINENT COMMENTS .. 

I here.'I"_ certify that all the foregoing s tatements are true t o the best of my knowledge and belief. 
Further, 1 pledge to conform to the rules and regu lations of the Association to the fullest. extent 0 1 
my ability. I agree to pay Annual DuelS based on a charge of $2 .00 for each table .jn my establishme nt 
These dues are tax deductible as a business expense. Dues cover you r membership in the National 
A ssoc iation (BRPAA )' P aymnt for dues mlls t accompany this a pplication. 

Applica.tion received by 
Association Officer ________ ____ ___ ___ 19(, __ _ _ 

-
SIGl\ED 

• 

JIMMY FUSCO 

Fusco 'Shoots Way' 
To New York City. 

P HI LADELP HIA, PA. -Ji mmy 
Fusco will represent Newby's 
Billiard par lor, as he li tter ly 
' Shot his way' to New York City 
for the up-coming 14-1 tourney 
sponsored by the Billiard Room 
P roprif'tor' s Association of 
Ameri ca (BRPAA). 

Fusco, a s lender, well talen ted 
cue artist from South Philley, 
seemingly mowed . em down, as 
he won easily in the 150 'point 
Inatch of 14- 1 double eli mina 
tion at the Victor New Yor ker 
equiped Newby billiard hall on 
Chestnut street in center city • 

In his first match, the good 
lookin' Fusco met and defeated 
Al Cos losky by a ISO-S7 mar
gin. In this match that lasted 
on ly one hour and twenty two 
. minutes, Fusco posted a high 
run of GO as he hit-lOO and out. 

In his second match, Jimm y 
me t Joe Deleo and ill rni!,!utes 

short of the two hour mark, 
carne out victorious, scoring a 
lSO-1l8 decision. In this match, 
Fusco had back-to- back runs 
of 38 balls each. 

Fusco's third opponet was Vic 
Stramlak, and like his two pre
vious counterparts, Stramlak al
so went down to defeat by a 
IGO-102 count. This match took 
some one hour and twenty-five 
minutes to play, and Fusco clos
ed the door lHl Vic by shooting 
90 and out to wrap it all uP. 

Jim's fourth and final meet 
pairf'd him against John Okie. 
The red hot Fusco ended things 
quite rapidly by shooting from 
74 and out, giving him a huge 
150-40 victory over Okie, and a 

- clean 4-0 record which led him 
to his trip to New York's Statler
Hilton, and a chance at the real 
big time tournament play. 

LU CKY FOR MINNESOTA FATS 
(Continued from Page Five) 

Kid, Wimpy Lassiter. 
"Why, that guy Wimpy learn

ed the game from me. Now he' s 
national champ." 

Fats steps gingerly through 
the snow on 30th st., talking as 
he slushes. 
GLEASON HELPED 

He tells me Jackie Gleason 

made him a lot of money por
traying him in the movie "The 
Hustler ." He explains: 

"Gleason did a very good job 
for me. I wound up becoming the 
owner of one of the largest com
panies in the world--Minnesota 
Fats Enterprises. We have head-

(Cont'd on Page Twelve) 
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lassie At New York's Posh Statler-Hi,lton 
, World's Pocket 
Meet Opens Apr. 12th 
NEW YORK, N. Y. --

The 1968 World's Pock
et Billiard Championship 
Tournament opens Fri
day, ' April 12th and runs 
eight day s and nights, 
ending Friday night, April 
19th. 

This year's format allows a 
qualifying round of two days, 
Friday and Saturday, April 12-
13. The country's best players 
are expected to compete for seven 
open" seats". There will be six 
days of "finals" play. Top-seed
ed stars include Champion Luther 
Lassiter, Jack Breit, Joe Balsis, 
Irving Crane, Frank McGown, Art 
Cranfield, Lou Butera and Cicero 
Murphy. 

Look over very carefully the 
recent letter sent out to several 
star pia y e r s, including some 
former World's contestants and a 
representative number of players 
who have done well in other tour
naments. All proprietors are 
urged to <!onduct a " room tour
nament" in your establishment 
with your bestlocal players. Your 
winner, no matter how you de
termine him, will be assured a 
place in the qualifying round play. 
He must pay the indicated $150 
entry fee, but he has a chance to 
gain one of the open " seats" and 
to enter the finals - where he 
will earn no less than $400. 

Every year the World's Tour
nament gets more expensive to 
sponsor. Again this year it will 
be held in the Terrace Ballroom 
of the Statler Hilton hotel here. 
To defray some expenses, we ex
pect this week tosigna television 
contract with an outstanding com
pany that will tape a 60-minute 
all-color film of the decisive 
championship game on the con
cluding. Friday night. The film 
will be shown later in many cit
ies and should bOOst billiards 
business wherever it is screened. 

So, Mr. Proprietor, please try 
to conduct a room tournament and 
send your winner to New York 
City. If that isn't possible, getthe , 
very best player in your area to 
fill out the enclosed entry form, 
place your personal endorsement 
in a short note on that form, and 
mail back to the BRPAA. If you 
AS A MEMBER recommend a 
player, it is almost certain he'll 
be accepted by the Tournament 
Committee. 

It is obvious that we need a 
fair number of player-entrants 
for the qualifying round. Other
wise, there would be no sense in 
leaving seven seats open to com-

" petition (we could automatically 
select the players as previously). 
We need your assistance as never 
before. 

SUbScribe Now To 
The NAT'L BILLIARD NEWS 

Vineland Youth 
'Rackin 'Em Up' 

VINELAND NEW JERSEY - 12 year old Jose GarCia, pictured 
taking a few ~ue ' tips from well known Frank ' Zip' Di Orio, at the 
Q-Ball Billiard Lounge, 133 Landis Avenue, in Vineland. GarCia, 
a protege of Di Orio' s, has a high run of 38 straight, and constantly 
registers runs in the low twenty bracket. 

According to DiOrio, there aren't too many 12 year olds around 
today, either in Jersey or any other states, that can come close 
to matching young Garcia's fine cue talents. On his 13th birthday, 
Jose will receive a cue stick from DiOrio, valued at some $70.00, 
and made by the Palmer Cue Company. 

" This boy keeps improving each time he holds the stick" was 
the way DiOrio summed it all up. And without question, " He's sure 
to make a name for himself in the billiard world if he stay's 
with it." 

DiOrio expect:'i, in th~ not too distant future, to have Mosconi 
and Butera for a Sunday afternoon and/or evening match. However, 
should Mosconi be unable to make it, an invitation to Cicero Murphy 
would then be in order. Additional information and details about 
this in our next issue of the NBN. 

Pen 'Pictures 
By George 

Pool RoolD! 

'TH E HUSTLER' 
EXAGGERATED 

(Cont'd from Page Four) 

Hackett in a best of five game 
of six ball which is a variation of 
nine ball and eight ball. 

Taking no chance of gettirig up
set Minnesota quickly won the 
first two games. No matter, ifhe 
admits it or not Minnesota ac
tually let Buddy win the next 
two games. Between shots the live 
audience at the show, as well as 
the millions viewing the perfor
mance on televis~on were kept 
laughing by the constant banter 
between the two men. Finally 
Minnesota took Buddy and the 
humper roan who is a great star 
took the consolation $500 and do
nated it to his favorite charity. 

What followed was five min
utes of sheer enjoyment as Min
nesota gave a brief demonstra
tion of trick shots. 

The following week saw Fats 
pitted against Jack Carter and 
this time it was a best of three 
match called last ball. Carter 
was given the opportunity of 
breaking and then gettingthenext 
shot . Minnesota won the first 
game and true to form Carter 
took the next game although it 
was hard to see how the Fat Man 
could miss some of the shots he 
did. 

In the finale it was all Minne
sota and following his win he again 
gave a brief exhibition ofthetype 
he is famous for. 

Talk at night in some of the 
leading billiard establishments 
around concerned the show and 
many of the fans described the 
action to others who had missed 
it. 

----------- Did you ever think a Pool Room . .. was a sort of wordly 'school room ... where 
you meet most ev'ry type of ch.aracter ... You can tell the kind of person . .. by his manners or his 
cursin' . . . and the other situations that occur . . . You can learn by all his actions . . . with th~ 
many difl'rent factions . .. and the way that he'll react to life, each day . .. So, a Pool Room is a 
sch.ool room ... that can be a wise or fool room . .. where you'll learn to view each true man by 
his play . .. I have met a lot of fellows' ... there's the kind who raves and bellows . .. and makes 
hi'11self obnoxious to the boys . .. and the guy who'll try to cheat you . .. and most any way to beat 
you . .. distracting you with all his constant noise . .. but, then, I've met the finest men . .. re 
storing fait h in life, again . .. for , they have learned the game of life to play . .. as they know in 
acting fair ly . .. and in treating others squarely . .. that love and brotherhood must light the way 
... ,It's just the same in ev'ry game . . . no matter what may be the name . . . you'll meet each kind 
of character you'll find . .. and the game of pool is skilful . .. where a player's wise or wilful. 
according to the working of his mind . . . So, a Pool Room is a school room ... that's a fool or 
Golclen Rule Room ... where you meet characters of Avery kind. --------.-----
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Cherry Hill-Anxjously Awaiting Return Of Viet Nam' Youth · 

EDDIE SMITH 

LAMAN KING 

Lansing Awarded 
Pocket Billiard Meet 

DANNY ADAMS & LARRY DE MEDIO 
CHERRY HILL, N,J . - Pictured 

while eyeing up a . shot at his 
Cherry Hill Billiard Lounge is 
Larry DeMedio, who seemingly 
is enjoying his match with Dann y 
Adams, awaiting his turn. Dan' s 
brother Jerry, (Upper left) is in 
Vipt Nam where he' s been for 
the past 14 m ::mths. Edrlie Smith, 
(Lowe r Left), c() - prnprit>lor with 

DeMedio, are eagerly awaiting 
young J er r y's homecoming, and 
some real hot matches on the 
ole pool slate. 

Adams Father is the assistant 
traffic manager, .(Eastern divi
Sion), for Trailway's Bus Lines. 
J erry also works for the Trail 
w,W's line with his Dad. 

LANSING, MICHIGAN 
-- The 3rd Annual Unit
ed States Open Pocket 
Bill i a r d s Champion
ships were awarded re
cently to Lansing, Mich
igan, for the dates of Oc
tober 6-11, 1968, by the 
Billiard Congress of 
America. 

Over one hundred of the na
tion's foremost men and women 
pocket billiard players will be 
competing for r espective national 
titles and $16,300 in prize money 
at Lansing's beautiful Civic Cen
ter. 

J oe Farhat, owner of the Vel
vet Rail Billiard Center in Lans
ing and National President of the 
BCA Proprietors' Association ' 
presented Lansing's successful 
bid. 

Lansing will literally become 
the billiard capitol of the natIon 
during the six-day event with the 
3rd Annual Billiard Proprietors' 
Conference and Exhibit held at the 
same time along with the Annual 
Billiard Hall of Fame selection 
and induction. 

The host, Billiard Congress of 
America with headquarters in 
Chicago, is the ruling body of 
billiards and will conduct local 
and state tournaments through-

Why Not . Have One of 

the Greatest Billiard 

Stars in the World, 

Perform at Your Room? 

out the nation to determine the 64 
finalists in the men's pocket bil
liards and 32 in the women's 
pocket division. 

Defending .national champions 
who won the 1967 titles at St. 
Louis' Sheraton-Jefferson Ho
tel are Jimmy Caras, Phila
delphia, Pennsylvania, and Dor
othy Wise, Redwood City, Cali
fornia. The 1966 Open was held 
at Chicago's Sherman Housewith 
Irving Crane, Rochester, New 
York, running 150 balls in the 
finals to defeat Joe Balsis, Min
erSville, Pennsylvania. 

National news media, press, 
radio and TV will be on hand to 
c 0 v e r the tournament. Last 
year's tournament drew 10,000 
billiard buffs. Michigan entries 
at the St. Louis event who are 
elated at Lansing's selection are: 
Torn Kolins of Westland and Alton 
Whitlow of Detroit in the men's 
division; Chari Fate of Williams
ton, Jackie Gorecki of Grand Rap
idS, and Jeanne Ann Williams of 
Lansing in the women's diViSion. 

Go Billiards Go 
For The. Fun Of It 

In 1968 

LUTHER LASSITER 

IRVING CRANE 

For Complete Detailed Information, Write or Call Mr. George Jansco, Sec. 

BILLIARD PLAYERS ASSOCIATION 
CUE CLUB BILLIARD ACADEMY 

Johnson City, Illinois 62951 Telephone~ (Area Code 619) 893-8062 

) 
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Ten Youngsf'ers In 

• 
Billiard Comp'efifion 

Induct Cue Maker 
Into Hall Of Fame 

( R e prin te d from the 
CHICA CO SUN· TIM ES) 

The late Herman J. Rambow 
of Chicago, the world's most 
renowned maker of cues, was 
honored at the Billiard Indus
try A wards Banquet Monday 
night at the Sherman House. 

Mr. Rambow, who died last 
year at 86, having earned the 
title "CuemakerofChampions," 
was posthum:>usly inducted Mon
day into the Billiard Congress 
of America Hall of Fame. 

Luther Lassiter of Elizabeth 
City, N. C., was singled out 
as the Pocket Billiard Player 
of 1967. Lassiter, 49-year-old 
leading money Winner, pocketed 
an additional check for $2,500 on 
the strength of his winnings of 
$10,300 in four out of five of the 
major pocket billiard tourneys 
held in 1967. 

Dorothy Wise of Half Moon 
Bay, Calif., the National Wom
en's champ, received a check 
for $1,000 as the ladies' Top 
Money Winner of the Year, with 
total winnings of $650 in the 
U. S. Open held at st. Louis. 

RAMBOW 
Joe Balsis of Minersville, Pa., 

walked off with the $500 award 
as· a result of taking runner-up 
honors in the Men's Division. 
Jack Breit of Houston received 
the $250 award for placing third. 

Jimmy Caras of Springfield, 
Pa., was a warded a special plaque 
for his brilliant back-to-back 
triumphs over Lassiter lastJune 
in capturing the U. S. Open cham
pionship. 

4-WAY TIE IN NORWALK CUE EVENT 
(C ontinued from Front Page) 

Nine-yea .... old Brian Asch, of Hillside, N.J., right , displays fine form while executing shot 
in new junior pocket billiards league at Hi- Cue Lounge. Waiting their tum, left to right: Dennis 
Flynn, 13; Pat Vetek, 11, and Mike Carrano, 13, all of Elizabeth, N.J. 

preitor and torunament director 
for this annual ShOW,"" can most 
certainly be proud of the select 
field of top notch billiard pro's 
which are currently participating 
in this year's meet. 

a 15-hand straight pool invita
tional, which was , open to all 
players, Miliken also tried for 
a special nine -ball event, how
ever, this was dropped prior to 
the opening date. The guaranteed 
prize fund of "$14,500.00 is still 
in effect for this BCA Sanctioned 
Double World Championship. 

Rep rinted from Elizabeth, N .J. , DAILY JOURNAL 

ELIZABETH, N.J. -Billiards 
is a lot of fun to some kids, 
but it is becoming serious busi
ness for the 10 youngsters you 
find around the tables Saturday 
afterneons at the Hi - Cue Bil
liard Lounge, 333 Rahway Ave., 
in Elizabeth. 

Aged 9 to 13, these boys are 
the entrants in the first Hi - C,ue 
Peewee Tournament, a round
robin affair now two weeks into 
its 10-week stand. 

"Most of the fellows are just 
learning," said Dave Rosenfeld, 
the manager at Hi - Cue, ; ' but 
the way some kids handle their 

- ATTENTION 

s.ticks, they will be good. Sixty 
per cent of them have the mak
ings of something if they con
tinue." 

, ; This is real competition -
and it keeps them off' the streets," 
Rosenfeld added. 

Mike Asch, one of Hi - Cue's 
owners, set up the tournament 
for the youngsters just as he 
has for teen-age and adult com
petitors. 

Most of the peewees learned 
the game from their fathers, 
who usually accompany them for 
the Saturday action. 

ALL READERS -
Because of our obligation to meet a monthly Press 

Deadline, we now must announce a deadline for both 
News copy, and Advertising content. Effectiv~ immed
iately, Deadline for our next issue will be MARCH lOth. 

Earl Newby, Editor 

KING OF EVERY 
TUESDAY THE HILL 
EVENING Weekly at 

Exhibitions 8:30 P.'M. 

150 POINT MATCHES 
14.1 STRAIGHT POCKET BILLIARDS 

See Delaware Valley's finest 
Cue Stars In Action 

Subscribe Now To 
THE NAT'L BILLIARD NEWS 

Last year Miliken's tourney 
featured only straight pool, but 
this '68 showcase also boasts 

THE NEW 

-'68 LI,NE 
from * 
American , 

~/ 
/ 

The 
;~ 

M.W.M. 
Suggested 

Retail 

Prestretched 

29~a~ 
Nylon wraps 

Billiard Room 
Proprietors 
Write for 

Color Brochure and 
Dealer Price list 

Amertan 
"if.ht.ni @ue ((}aluu 

Ut Uu WD#fld! 

. • Genuine Permaglide shaft 
• Guaranteed Straight 

-----------'_ • Professional style 
___ hand-fitted joint 

--- • Each Cue packed in its 
own Golden Tube 

57" Or 60" Snooker-standard 
,Ii,· weights 

Standard shaft size-57" -12% mm 
. 60"-11% mm 

The 

M.W.R. 
Suggested 

Retail 44~~ 
Prestretched nylon wraps in twists or stripes 
with black grip ' , , , Rosewood Butt 

butt end with Polished Brass 

Lowville-American Co., Inc" P. 0, Box 461, Reading, Pa. 19603 - Pho.ne 12151 374-3117 

/ :z 
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Random Billiards Scene Of Fifteen P'ayers In 
Classic Exhibition By Mosconi .i'i"en 'Shoot Out' / 

BY JOE MARCUS 
Contributing Editor 

The crowd came early to get 
the best possible vantage point. 

Sonny Garrison screwed up 
his cue stick and started ' prac
ticing. Then a sudden silence 
fell over the room as a gray 
haired distinguished looking man 
stalked into the room. 

He went into a corner and 
talked to Teddy the manager of 
Random Billiards. 

What they discussed was never 
revealed to the public but as the 
gray-haired gentleman st3lked 
to the table to get ready for some 
practice he looked pleased. 

Willie Mosconi was there to 
make an impression on those 
fans who frequent Random and 
many of them had of course heard 
of the great man but many of 
them had never seen him in ac
tion. 

"I looked forward for the op
portunity of playing against this 
great player," said Sonny Gar
rison, who is regarded by many 
as one of the better semi-pro 
players in the New York area. 

"Just being in the same room 
" ' with him is a great thrill. Play

ing against him is an experience 
that one can never forget for he 
is dynamic." 

, . Garrison may have secretly 
",'" ~&iDed sGuieM}ies Of beat

t,~ the maJithat Wtthtllit a ~bt ' 
ia sim tile g.reliteet d!raw ifl 

:' JIOCket ~ds. ,Jk>wewr, 8\IICe 
-,' "DUe uncoi1ett it W9S a'tI ()'Ver. 

Aft~ mtssmg a oouple of ditti
~ shets he got tile ,l'lesWon he 

- 'W,~too and ·he was IiIIlliBd nUl
'..- ,g~ng. 'rite referee kePt c6untiRg 
, 'aR1t the baDs ' kept' finding the 

~--!r:""" -POCiets. Draw sR., fade shOts, 
bank shots, long easy ones, long 
'hard ones, eombtnations, short 
shgts, double banks. You name it 
-and' Willie kept putting them in the 
pocket. It was like watching a ma
chine in action with every part of 
the body working perfectly. 

Mosconi started his run with 
the score reading 45-6 in his fa
vor. The run lasted through 204 
and the final count was 249-6 and 
Sonny Garrison stood there with a 
gleam in his eye. 

"I've never seen anything like 
this. The man is just great and 
you have to admire the way he 
keeps on going." 

amed cue artist, Willie Mosconi, 
(right), are Sonny Garrison, (left) and , Teddy 
El.iodes, manager of the Random Billia~ds whic~ 
hosted Mosconi's exhibition match. 
People have been admiring 

Willie for a long time and there 
isn't a billiard establishment in 
New York that doesn't try and get 
the great man in for an exhibi
tion performance. 

At 54 Willie is showing no sign 
of ietting up as he continues to 
work at premotlng ,the gaete he 
loves so much. 

Someone once delWribed him 
as one of the best ambassadors 
that the game ever had and there 
are few who would criticize this 
even though on occasion Willie 
has been known to demonstrate 
a I it tIe of his high strung 
attitude. But with his crooentiads 
there appears to be a g-0Od ex
cuse for this and those who fol- -
low him anywhere in the New 
York Metropolitan area come not 
fot: the man's personality but for 
his ability with the cue stick and 
there is no one in the game now 

. who commands as much respect 
as Willie. 

After he pocketed the run of 204 
Willie then treated the fans to 
another one of his strongpoints-
the trick shooting that he has 
made so famous over the past few 
years when he decided to quit 
tournament play and concentrate 
on giving exhibitions. 

"It was a pleasure to see him" 

one youngster said. 
"Until - tOday I had heard of . 

what he could do with the balls 
but never in my life did I be
lieve it. It seemed that the man 
was making the balls do exactly 
what he wanted them to do. It 
waS like he talked to them and 
told them to wind 'up where h.e 
wanted them to. He had Hlany 
easy shots but this must be cred
ited to his position play. I know 
that after seeing him in action 
you feel sort Qf sick When you 
look at your own game." 

As far as the fans were COll

cerned Willie had scored again 
and immediately Teddy was ask
ed when the great man would 
return. 

"We're definitely gOing to try 
and get him back in the very near 
future," he safa and the fans 
walked away with the knowledge 
that they would have another 
chance to see the great master 
of pocket billiards in action a
gain. 

FOUR SEASONS 
" 

BILLIARD LOUNGE 
319 Lake Ave. (U. S. Route 27) 

Metuchen, N. J. 08840 

, .' 

ATKISSON 

The -Gil Atkisson School 
of Pocket Billiards is al
ready expanding their ser
vices. 

Last week the school was 
open during the evening hours 
• • • plus weekends. 'Now dear 
readers, the school. is open each 
weekday from If A.M. so you 
can take your lessons day or 
night • • • seven days a week! 

Another service for students 
we failed to tell you about is 
prac:tice games at the ·s.cb<:>ol. 
Anytime the tables are _ net . in 

, 'u·se.,· ,fOr ,les-sons., .$'_ . '~ave <be 
OPP?Ftunity to prl!~tice f()r th~ 

NQRWALK CALIFORNIA -- Fifteen of the nation~s top billiard 
players filed their entries recently for the 1968 World's Pocket 
Billiard Championships, the $14,500 event which is set for a 17-
day run, which 'Opened Friday, February 9th, here at Charlie's 
Cue 'N Cushion. 

"Wimpy" takes aim in Southern Cal meet. 

Jimmy Moore of Albuquerque, 
Ed Kelly of Las Vegas and Danny 
DiLiberto of Miami signed in as 
challengers to defending cham
pion Luther LasSiter, the Eli
zabeth City, N.C. cue stick artist 
who has dominated the game f{)r 
the past 10 years. 

A total of 15 top players wi:J.l 
compete for the Billiard Con
g res s of America-sanctioBeti 
c row n; according t~ NOi"waJit 
promoter Charlie Milliken. 

At the same time, Milliken 
announced that first place J>9.Y
off has been increased to $2,-
500, with the elimination Qf 
the nine-ball class. 

"There is much more in- , 
terest in straight pool (14.1) 
so it was decided to change the 
format and, feature a round
r 0 bi n straight pool cham
pionship," said Milliken. 

The prize list will now scale 
down to $400 for last place in 
the star -studded event. 

Figuring to provide Lassiter 

with his sternest challenge is 
Kelly, runner-up to the cool 
Southerner last year in Long 
Beach. Kelly is a winner of sev
eral tournaments and insiders 
say he is ready for an all-out 
battle with the great Lassiter. 

Moore has Reid j)fte Il€retmial 
rlmIler -I:I!J> role, ' bui JD8.y be set 
to break on top. lIe fInished 
seeoad ill f!i.·ve · WOi',kl'B cham
J»OBSRlflS. "COWOO)!S," as he 
is affectienately known by the 
J)'la,yers, is coasideFed one of Nte 
most eolorful competitors in the 
game. 

DiLiberto surprtsetl. Southern 
California billiard falls last year 
as he woo. many key matches ill 
the Long Beach eveRt. He Is a 
long-run speCialist and many 
credit his pro boxing background 
for his tenacity. 

Others entered in .the year's 
first big tournament include Jack 
Breit, Houston; Richie Florence 
Torrance; and Larry Johnson, 
Frankfort. 

Gil Atkinson School 
Expands Daily Hours 
nQminal fee of $1 per hour. 

As far as I know, there are . 
only two or three billiard 
schools in the world, so in all 
probability, you'll start beating 
your friends no matter where 

they're from! THE GIL ATKIS
SON SCHOOL OF POCKET BIL
LIARDS; 409 N. Tustin Ave. (El 
Rancho Plaza); Orange, N.J.; 
532-3785. 
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CHARLES MAHER 

Pool Cue Pays Off 
John Ervolino does not 

have what you would call 
a mahogany tan. III fact, he 
looks as if he might have 
spent 30 years on the Rock. 
Or under it. 

John is a slightly-built, buShy
haired Brooklynite with a voice 
about five octaves -deeper than 
a foghorn. Next to him, Everett 
Dirksen would sound like a colo
ratura soprano. 

What John does for a living 
is shoot pool. That's all he has 

I ever done for a 

MAHER 

living, In his 32 
years, he has nev
er worked a day 
outside a pool 
hall. 

I found him in 
Norwalk, at Char
lie'S Place, where 
they are holding 
the 1968 World 
Pocket Billiard 
Championship.Er-

volino doesn't figure to win the 
thing (defending champion Luth
er Lassiter seems to be the 
favorite). But John figures to 
finish in the top half-dozen. He 
made maybe $40,000 at his game 
last year. 

Ervolino, one of 11 children 
of a Brooklyn produce dualer, 
shot his first game of pool at 
the age of 10 in a YMCA. ' ,1 , 
saw a pool table," he said, .. and 
I liked pool. I wasn't any good 
at baseball. And I was a hor
rible football player. So I just 
played pool. It was the only 
thing I could do better than my 
friends." 

E RVOLIN 0 

When John was 13, he played 
for something called the U. S. 
Junior Championships. He fin
ished second. 

TOOK TO GAMBLING 
" I played in the afternoons at 

the YMCA until I was about 
16," he said. " Then I started 
going to pool halls. That ' s when 
I got started gambling on the 
game." 

" I can't remember much about 
the first game I played for money. 
It was for something like $10. 
But I can't even tell you if I 
won or lost." 

John said he became a hustler, 
but not a shark. '- I never played 
a game under false pretenses," 
he said. " They always knew who 
I was. I'd go into a town and 
set up a match with the best 
player in town. Or he'd come 
to New York and set one up 
with me. 

.. Years ago, hustlers would 
go into pool halls in disguises. 
But the day of the hard hustler 
is gone. For one thing, every
body knows the good players 
tbo well." 

, . For instance, I've never been 
in Portland, Ore., in my life. 
But a friend of mine from New 
York went to Portland and he 
told me there's a picture of me 
hanging on the wall of a pool 
hall there." 

John used to hustle all over 
the country. " You can make alot 
of money at it," he said, "'but 
the expenses are tremendous. 
Traveling to and fro and pay
ing the hotel bills and every
thing. Maybe $2G,000 or $50, -
000 will pass through your hands 
in a year. But you don 't see 
most of it because of the ex
penses. I used to Ii ve nice, 
though. And I was happy travel
ling." 

Then, about 41 years ago, 
John married a Brooklyn girl. 
Now he and his Wife, Mary Ann, 
have two daughters. John knock
ed off a lot of the traveling 
after he got married. And he 
even took a job, managing a 
pool hall in Brooklyn. He will 
play maybe five tournaments a 
year, and take a few matches 
on the Side. If a guy comes 
to New York looking for a game, 
John is always around. 

E rvoIino played his biggest 
match about two months ago, in 
Bellvue, Ohio. "' It was a thou
sand-point match for $7,000," 
he said. "' The other guy was 
Teddy Elias. We played it in 
thr ee days. We played to 300 

609 PENNSYLVANIA 
ELIZABETH, N.J. 07206 

Telephone Area Code (201) 289-2588 
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CUE CUTIE - Actress Paula Lane lines up a winni;g shot at the World'~ 
Pocket Billiard Cham?ionships in Norwalk, Calif., as tournament promoter 
Charlie Milliken looks on admiringly. Paula is queen of the 17 -day tourna
ment, sanctioned by the Billiard Congress of America. 

pOints the frrst day, 600 the 
second and then to 1,000. It 
took about 10 hours, altogether. 
I was behind the first day', but 
I won the thing, 1,000 to 552." 

" 1 played some $3,000 matches 
.last Oc tobe r in Johnson , City" 
Ill. That's where they have the 
Hustlers ' Tournament. I won a
bout 60% of them. " 

' '1 think a long match is a
bout thp only thing that pr oves 

anything. If you know you're only 
gOing to play to 150 pOints, you 
can't relax and play your game 
like you can if you know the 
thing is going to a thousand 
points. In a 150-point game, a 
guy can get off a good run and 
it ' s over." 

Ervolino has never been a 
drinker. " Can ' t stand the stUff, " 
he said. But he did have a weak
nes s" 

., Horses," he said. ., I bet 
pretty high and lost; I was known 
to win $30,000 in Miami and then 
lose it in two days. The horses 
took all my . cash. It hurt my 
game." 

It was an expensive 'lesson, 
but a few months ago John finally 
got the picture. He quit the horses 
and returned to his .only proven 
four-l€'gged fri end: the pool table. 

(Re printed from L.A. TIMES) 

EDITOR'S' NOTEBOOK (Cont'd from 
Page Two) SPECIAL TO ALL ' ~-"'-~-

PROPRIETOR'S Hilton Hotel. Joe McGill, President; said "if too many entries come 
in from all fifty states, the players will have to play in B.R.P.A.A. 
Lounges and Centers." Also you should run your World Junior 
Tourney so you can mail his entry in to Director Stan Markusen, 500 
Fifth Avenue, New York City, N.Y. 10036. 

Make sure you've sent in 
that completed entry form for 
your "Room RepresentatiYe" 
for the posh Statler-Hilton 

BRPAA Tournament. 
CORRECTIONS: In the Janu-

ary 1968 issue, on page 9, in the 
full page ad "Southern Cali 
fornia's 'Double' World Cham
pionship Straight Pool Tourna
ment 9-Ball open to everyone." 
The 9-Ball event has been elim
inated. The prize fund, $14,500 
for the two tournaments, is still 
the sam e for the Fourteen and 
One Straight Pool Championship. 
Also it is stated in this Ad that 
Ronnie Allen is co-sponsor. Mr. 
Charlie Milliken is the sole 
sponsor of this Cue Classic. 

We received a telephone call 
at 4:30 a.m. giving us the re
suIts of the opening game and 
the second game. "Machine Gun" 
Butera, the fabulous Pennsylvan
ian, put on one of his many 
thrillers. His opponent, the good 
looking Jack Per kins from Las 
Vegas , broke the balls and Bu
tera, wi th his machine gun ac 
tion, rattled off a r un of 122 balls 
in 17 minutes, to get a standing 
ovation and applause that lasted 
for five minutes. When we say 
"standing ovation" this might 
not be correct because it was a 
sell-out crowd. The Butera-Per
kins game ended with the score 
reading 150 to 6. 

Among the many spectators 
were none other than the Combo 
Brothers, George and Paulie 
Jansco of Johnston City, Ill. who 
are responsible for $53,000 cue 
action for the pros and the young
er stars who come yearly so they 
will be pros some day. 

The second test was really a 
s t rug g I e. Handsome Danny 
Jones, the lovable Georgian, gave 
the mighty Wimpy, Luther Lassi
ter, World's Champion, a real 
work-out. It was a 90 inning 
game. When it was over the 
score board read Lassiter 150, 

Good Looking 143. Atta boy, 
Danny. 

We are pleas ed to see this 
Tournament get off to a fine start. 

Subscribe Now To 
THE NAT'L BILLIARD NEWS 

JUNE 7th thru 20th, 1968 
TOURNEY WILL RUN DAILY - ANYONE MAY ENTeR 

ENTRY FEE $50.00 
For Complete Details Write, Wire or Call 
"Bill "Weenie Beenie" Staton or Bob Purdum 

~ACK & ~ILL 
CUE CLUB 

CLAREMONT SHOPPING CENTER 

2707 S. WAKEFIELD 
ARLINGTON, VA. 22206 

~ Area Code 703 
.. :~ 931-7671 
~~ ~i~ 
~-. ~ 

~ TICKETS NOW ON SALE! 
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BBIA BULLETIN 'LUCKY GEORGE' 

George Brayton , co
owner of th e Go lden Cue , 
Bloomington , Minn., pic
tu red with th ree yo un g 
"Cue Debs ," from le ft , 
Linda Kottk e, Eleanore 
Cone and Bl end a Shuck. 

THE PLUSH DUNES HOTEL IN 
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA ' will be 

\ headquarters for the 36th An
nual Convention of the Bowling 
Proprietors' Association of 
America fro m June 24 to 
27. Business sessions at the 
1968 meeting will be refined ver
sions of the highly successful 
meeting and forums introduced 
at the 1967 Convention in New 
York City. 

FINAL PLANS ARE NOW BE
ING COMPLETED FOR THE 
BBIA'S 25th Annual Convention 
from May 8 to 11 at the Mar
riott Motor Hotel in Dallas. De
tailed program plans, reserva
tion forms and information on 
exhibit booths will be mailed 
during February to all BBIA 
members . 

BBIA DIRECTOR FRANK 
LANZA, JR., Victor Billiard Co., 
Philadelphia, was injured in an 

- - -SUBSCRIPTiON -BL:AN"k- - -

EARL NEWBY, EDITOR 
THE NATIONAL BILLIARD 
NEWS 
1035 CHESTN UT STREET 

. PHILADELPHIA, PA., 19107 

I wish to have the Billiard 
News mailed to me monthly for 
one year at the rate of $4.00 
per year. I enclose $4 in cash 

, check , or 
I-m- o-n-e-y-O-rder ---in pay-

ment for one year's subscrip
tion. 
(Please Print) 

NAME 

ADDRESS ----------·------1 
CITY -------
STATE ZIP -----

The 

automobile acc ident on Decem
ber 23. After ten days in the 
hospital, ' he returned home to 
recuperate. 
A'I intprl'sting 

markE'ting ex
perience rp
cl'ntl,' grt'w out 
of a ('unv('rsa~ 

lion betwPl'n 
F rank Lanza & 
Vince Sharbo ot 
Victor Bi lliard 
Co., BBIA mem 
bers in Phila ., 
and ['adio sta
tion WI P in Phil
adelphia wilh 
vetpran anlluun- YO UNG -

cer, Bill W"\JPr. BLOOD 

Lanza and Sharbo wondered if 
a radio s tation could be used to 
stimu late billiard intefestamong 
housewives. The idea of an on
the - air promotional contest 
finally evolved. The only' prize 
was to be a Victor billiard table. 
Chuck Dougherty, a WlP di sc 
jockey, promoted the drawing 
on his 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. show 
three times a day for two 
weeks. He explained to his large
ly fema le audience that billiards 
was fun, a relaxing exercise and 
the .. in" th ing to do. More than 
18,000 entries poured into the 
stUdio, and Helen O'Neill, who 
Ii VE:'S in a small Philadelphia 
row house with her husband and 
thre!" children was the eventual 
winner. 

" If one goes about thinking 
that the world is filled with 
crol)ks and schemers, the world 
is filled with crooks and sche
mers. On the I)ther hand, if 
one believes that the world is 
filled with fine, neighborl y, help
ful kindly tolkS, one finds people 
of that class ill the great 
socief),. ' ~ ..... Thomas Dreier 

RJY 

Telephone (608) 873 - 9802 

Ythtng CUE Company 
~~-----------------------------------
Hand-made Custom Cues 

Brayton, whQse partner 
is none other than Ace 
Minnesota Twins pitcher, 
Dean Chance, patiently 
s hows Linda proper meth
od of handlin g c ue stick 
as other gals look on. 

-ATTENTI9N P LA YERS-
For the latest and most 

acurate cuverage ot a ll Pool 
Tourne·ys, Exhibi tions, and all 
the outstanding happenings in 
the world of Billiards, follow 
each issue of the Natiunal 
Billiard News, published on 
the 1 Gth of every month. Dead
linp for Copy and Ad's is the 
10th of each month. - E.N. 

LUCKY FOR MINNESOTA FATS THAT UPPER DARBY FATS MISSED (Cont'd from Page Six) 

quarters in Illinois and make the a lot of guys a piece of the ac- Upper Darby Fats. I miss. Fats 
finest tables and pool accessories tion. shoots again. He runs 104 and still 
in the world." LIVES WELL hasn't missed when the crowd 

I ask Fats if he ever had "The same night you make a cries out: 
been to Philadelphia before. He big haul, you might play poker. "Show · us some trick shots, 
scoffs: And the next day you are start- ' Minnesota (to distinguish the 

"My dear opponent, Mr. Up- ing fresh again. Money has no player from Upper Darby Fats)." 
per Darby Fats, don't you know home in ga mbling." Minnesota shows some run-
Philly was myoId stamping Fats admits he always has ning english, reverse english and 
grounds. I played here in the lived well, elaborating: draw english. The show is all 
twenties. When I came here I "I have four Cadillacs, a home his. He has given me the juice 
neve r played no eggs.. I met in Dowell, southern Illinois. My real good. 
only the top men •• .and laid them wife Evelyn and I -- we've been But he wouldn' t have if some-
low. married 27 years -- have 40 thing hadn't happened to my ball 

"When I moved on this town, dogs and cats. No kids. on the way to the pocket. 
I went right to Allinger's (a bil- "I don't have a pool table in All I can say is: Minnesota 
liard academy at 1303 Market my home. That's because Pm .Fats is lucky. 
st.). That place had all the top never home. I never hit a ball --...:..-----
bananas. • .Mosconi, Ponzi, all in my showrooms. And there are 
the rest, I skinned them alive." tables all over the jOint. It just 
UP TO A ZILLION never occurred to me to shoot . 

With a recora like th1s, a guy 
would get the impression Fats 
is in clover. But he says no. 
And he says it this way: 

"I have no idea how much I 
have won over the years. I might 
roll up a grana or a zillion, then 
I'd go to the track. Bango! I'd 
be busted." 

Fats explains that a zillion 
is a lot of money, more than a 
jillion, and a jillion is more than 
you can count, then he continues 
his story. 

I can't play unless it's for money. 
I'm a dyed-in-the-wool money 
player." 

I remark that Fats must have 
a lot of cues and trophies a r ound 
his home. He punches his paunch 
and says: 

"Upper Darby, I've never fool
ed with trophies. All I want is 
cash, no ornaments. As for the 
cues, I had many but used only 
one for 40 years." 
NEWS TRAVELS 

When we reach the poolroom 
' in the station, a crowd is gather
ed. News travels fast, especially 
through a newsroom. Even a 
photographer is there. 

Prints of 
Billiard 

• 
Old and Rare 

Books on Billiards 

• 
All the New 

Books on Billiards 

• 
Write Now for 

Price List 

BILLIARD 
ARCHIVE 

Professiona l Repairs 

"If you don't score for two 
or three weeks or if you get no 
action, you go down the drain. 
In this business you live out of 
your pockets. You never know. 

" My biggest win? May b e 
$50, 000. But when you win, there 
are a 19t of people to divvy it up 
with. Before the game you gjye 

Fats tosses his trench coat onto 
a slot machine. I puts 25 cents 
in the table and rack up the balls. 

5258 E. 2nd STREET 
Long Beach, Cal. 

90803 111 EAST MAtH 

THE MOST TAL KED 
ABOUT TABLE 

IN AMERICA TODA Yl 

• Big "G"-Hustl er and 
Sportsman 

• Unsurpassed in Quali ty 
and Appeoran.ce 

• Available in Sizes: 
4 x 8, 4 % x 9 
and 5 x 10 

• Pool , Snooker or Carom 

• With or Without Gullies 
and Roil Score Markers 

STOUGHTON , W IS . 5351' Fats plays it safe on the break. 
He is taking no chances with 

7967 World 
All-Round Champion 
Luther Lassiter 

"There is no finer table 
says: 

"Wimpy" lassiter, who has just Won his second title 
in the World' s All-Round Championships in Johnston 
City, 111., practices regularly on a Big G table in his 
own home. One of the greatest players of all-time, 
Wimpy has won the BRPAA World Championships 
and countless other major pocket billiards events . 
Like most other champions, Wimpy chooses the Big 
G. Shouldn't the champions' choice be your choice? 

For Free Brochure ond Prices Write Your Nearest Dealer 
Or Phone (912) 745·7621 Or 745-6106 

MACON BILLIARD SUPPLY CO. 
Roy Gandy, President 

510 11th STREET 

MACON, GEORGIA 

P. O. Box 533 

31282 

than Gandy's Big G!" 

Lassiter won the All-Round title on a Big G table. 
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