
MR. JIMMY CARAS, 
241 HEMLOCK LANE, 
SP RI NGf I ELD, 
DELAWARE COUNTY, PA. 

1906 3 

DEDICATED TO BUILDING BETTER SPORTSMANSHIP 

VOL. ~, NO.1 35C PER COpy 

Wide World Of Sports. To Televise 6th ---

Application to Mail. at Second-Class 
Postage Rate is Pending at P hiladelphia . Pa . MARCH, 1968 

BRPAA WORLD CUE CLASSIC 
NEW YORK, N.Y .•. 

ABC's WIDE WORLD 
OF SPORTS, the coun
try's foremost produc
er of sports telecasts, 
will televise (for the 
fourth year out of the 
last f i v e), the 1968 
World's Pocket Billiard 
Championship Tourna
ment, sponsored by the 
Billia rd Room Propri
etors Association of A
merica (BRPAA). 

Many months of negotiahons 
were culminated on F rid a y, 
March 8th, when National Pres
ident Joseph G. McGill and Ex
ecutive Director Stan Markusen 
concluded an agreement with ABC 
to telecast the crucial game when 
the championship is at stake on 
Friday night, April 19th at New 
York's Posh Statler Hilton. 

Handling negotiations for Wide 
World of Sports was Jim Spence, 
Co-ordinating P roducer for ABC 
and the man who negotiates 
most of ABC's sports contracts 
under the direction of President 
Roon~ Arledge. 

"We are delighted to have ABC 
for the fourth time televising our 
tournament," Mr. McGill said. 
"With their audience of nearly 
200 stations, ABC's Wide World 
of Sports coverage for pocket 
billiards should be a tremendous 
stimulant to our game." 

Spence said the coverage will 
be accomplished via video tape, 
in full color. Plans are to have 
more than forty technicians, di
rectors, producers, cameramen, 
etc. on tap on Friday night for 
the filming. ABC is expected to 
utilize the latest innovations in 
(Cont'li on Pages Six & Seven) 

Gilbert Shoots Way Into Worlds 
Three-Cushion Championship 

SAN JOSE, CALIF.- Al 
Gilbert went undefeated to 
win the first annual three
cushion billiard tournament 

. sponsored by the Billiard 
Fe~eration of the U.S.A. 

FRANK MC GOWN 

The meet, featuring the win
ners and runners-up from four 
regional competitions, was held 
in February in San Jose, Calif
ornia. 

.... An Irishman who wears success well! Californians dominated the 
five -day event. Gilbert, the win
ner, is from Hollywood, and Bill 
Hynes, who finished second, is 
from nearby Costa Mesa. Fourth 
and fifth places went to Bob 
Byrne and Homero Valqespino, 
both of San Francisco. Only Bob 
Ameen, of Springfield, Illinois, 
who came in third, kept the 
four westerners from all four 
top spots in the eight - man 
tourney. 

McGown Winner Of 
$14,500 Tournament 

NORWALK, Calif. -
More billiard tourna
ments are planned in the 
Los Angeles area after 
the recent success of the 
Southern California Na
t ion a 1 Pocket Billiard 
Championships wh i c h 
was won by Frank Mc
Gown of New York City. 

The $14,500 tournament was 
r e c e i v e d enthUSiastically by 
Southern California cue stick 
fans, according to Charlie Milli
ken, the promoter who staged the 
20-day tournament at Charlie's 
Cue & Cushion. 

Act u ally, the straight pool 
classic had been scheduledorig
inally for 17 days, but seven 
players were virtually tied for 
the lead, heading into the fina.l 
weekend, so it was necessary to 
extend the matches for two addi
tional days. 

Then a one-day playoff was re
Quired when McGown and Richie 
Florence of Torrance, Calif., 
were deadlocked at the end ofthb 
19th day. Florence had defeated, 
defending world's champion 

Luther Lassiter of Eli z abe t h 
City, N.C. after Lassiter had lost 
to Jack Breit of Houston. 

Lassiter was the tournament 
I e a d eras the last regularly 
scheduled day of the Billiard 
Congress of Am erica-sanctioned 
event began. 

But he was tripped by Breit, 
150-75, and then lost to Flor
ence. 150-78. The successive de

(Cont'd on Pa ges Eigh t & Nine) 

Gilbert, a fast-shooting slip
stroker, by finishing first won 
an all-expenses paid trip to 
Germany to try his hand against 
the finest players in the ,!"orld 
in the official World's Amateur 
Championship in April. (Some 
twenty-five billiard fans from 
California alone will make the 

Balsis Wins Stardust 
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA - Joe Balsis, the well talented 

cue artist from Minorsville, Pa., has captured the 1968 
$ 33,000.00 Stardust Open All-Round Pocket Billiard 
Tournament, just completed at this city's beautiful 
Stardust Hotel. 

A 2:00 A.M. phone call to tournament headquarters 
on Monday, March 18th, could not give complete final 
s tatistics, as Irving Crane, Rochester, N.Y., and Mar
vin Henderson, Los Angelos, Calif., were still play
ing to decide second and third prize money. 

For complete details and full wrap-up of this year's 
'Stardust Open', read our April issue of the N.B.N. 

trip to Germany - to watch the 
action.) Only Ameen gave Gil
bert any seriQus trouble. Ameen 
came from eleven points behind 
to fall just short, 50-48. In all 
his other games, Gilbert won 
convincingly, including the final 
showdown with Hynes, which end
ed 50-36. He also won the best 
game trophy for his 45-inning 
win over the sixth-place finisher, 
Bill Hawkins, of Decatur, Ill. 
Hawkins had the tournament high 
run of nine. 

Seventh place was taken by 

John Bonner, of Hamburg, N.Y., 
and eighth by Bob Letherby, of 

- Muskegon, Michigan. 
The participants for this year's 

National Championship were se
lected from sectional · meets held 
in San FranCiSCO, Los Angeles, 
Springfield, Ill.; and LanSing, 
Mich. Other cities or billiard 
rooms interested in holding qual
ifying tournaments in the fall 
of 1968 should contact the Bil
liard Federation of the U.S.A., 
Press Club, 555 Post St., San 
FranCiSCO, Calif., (See Page 10) 

AL GILBERT 
.. It's on to Germany and The World's 

/ 
/ 
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LETTER TO EDITOR 
Dear Mr. Newby, 

I have finally sent the fi rst few chapters of 
Ralph's life story to the publishers. I know you 
will be ve ry glad to hear all about his ancestry, 
his boyhood, his fi rst championship, and his rec 
ords. I prom ised I would write you and let you 
know the moment I sent it to the publishers 
because you have been very sceptical, and doubted 
that I would ever get started on it. I do thank you 
for all the publicity you have given us. I certainly 
appreciate it and you will be the first to get a book 
from me when it is finished. 
. I want to have it on the market for the Christmas holidays. It is 

unbelievable, since I started writing it, the millions of things that 
happened to us. What a story! If I didn't have all these clippings 
and writeups from all over the world, I would never believe it. 
It seems fantastic and really incredible. What a hectic life we've 
led. 

When I look over his records, when the championship games 
were 100 points, he ran 100 unfinished. The following year, he 
scratched and had to run 101' unfinished. They changed the game to 
125 points. It is unbelievable but he ran 125 unfinished. The fol
lOWing year, he scratched and ran 126 unfinished. All this, Mr. 
Newby, was played on a 5 x 10 table with 41/2 inch pockets. 

I happened to see a few champions of today playing on a 4 1/2 
x '9 tables with buckets for pockets and small balls. I was shocked. 
But I suppose it is because they wouldn't be able to come up to 
Ralph's record on a 5 x 10 table. To tell you the truth, Ralph loved 
a 5 x 10 table and small pockets. They couldn't luck them in on 
him. The balls had to split the pocket. 

I suppose it was a necessity to change the table, and the balls, 
and the pockets to make it easier for them to have a high run. 
They fall in, they stagger in, they wobble in, as you do not have to 
be perfect to run balls on today's championship tables. 

You won't believe how many young people who play billiards 
today ask me, "How old Ralph was when he won a championship?, 
was Ralph the greatest billiard player in the world, and was he 
really as handsome and did he have all the magic that their fathers 
claim he had, because it seems incredible." 

Mr. Newby, I promised you that I would write this book and I 
am doing so for ali the billiard fans that Ralph played for, and 
with, whether he won or lost. They ·were still loyal, even when 
he passed away so suddenly in the prime of his life. 

To me, as I am writing you, he is not a memory, he's a living 
image, and I don't believe that as long as billiards is played through
out the world his name will ever be forgotten. The other day, I 
turned on my television set and who should appear on my screen, 
but Ralphs' favorite comedian, Bob Hope, in the Bob Hope Golf 

(Continued on Page Three) 

.HE NEW 

NATIONAL BILLIARD NEWS 

BY JOE MARCUS 
One of the most suc

cessful bowling propr i
etors on the Easte rn. 
Seaboard has joined the 
ranks of billiard est ab
lishment owners 

The game of pocket billiards 
may have also nett e d in the 
process one of the leading sports 
association executives and a man 
who numbers among his friends 
the leaders of the political and 
social field. 

The newcomer to billiards is 
Leo Celano who is opening a place 
called the Skytop Cue Club in 
Brooklyn. 

"The idea of me entering the 
billiards field is not a new one," 
Leo said. "I've been thinking 
about it for the past six years. 
Actually bowling and pool are 
compatible. You're not sell
ing a product but a service. I'll 
follow the same business pat
tern I do at Leamark Lanes, 
Pool is a game of skill and 
concentration. It's a lifetime 
sport, just like bowling and can be 
played by anyone at any .age." 

To say that Leo is association 
minded is an understatement. The 
popular Celano is the president' 
of the New York Bowling Coun
cil, was president of the Brook
lyn Bowling Proprietors Associ
ation, is director of the 86th 
Street Board of Trade and is a 
director of the State Bowling 
Proprietors Association. Last 
year the Metropolitan Bowling 
Writers ASSOCiation, of which 
this writer is second vice-pres
ident, honored Leo for his "con
tribution to bowling." 

Leo has often taken the bull 
by the horns and was one of 
those responsible for the bowl
ing proprietors getting the con
troversial youth ban ott the books 
for bowling. 

(Cont'd on Pa~~ Ele~en) 
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Editor's 
Notebook 

by EARL NEWBY 

Ma rch, 1968 

On Sunday, March 3rd, we stopped out at the 
Sportsmen's Show. It was the final day to look at the 
new billiard eqUipment which was being displayed 
by the Victor Billiard Company, and a new company 
we had never heard of. However, they have made a 
new table which is a reproduction of one of the very 
early tables built in this country. It was very pleas
ing to the eye; a sturdily built table. The kind I would 
like to have in my office or in my home recreation 
room. 

I shook hands with myoId friend, Armond Pirolli. He was demon
strating to the spectators, the different tables on display by the Vic
tor Co. The table that Armand was playing on was one of Brunswick's 
new VIP models. 

We also shook hands with Mr. Vincent Scharbo, Vice President of 
Victor Billiards. 

Amelia Greenleaf the First Lady of Billiards, was also one of 
our surprise encou;ters. It is always a great pleasure and a thrill 
when I meet Mrs. Greenleaf. Certainly the darling of billiards. 
Then we had a long talk with the famous team, Onofrio Lauri and 
Charles (Cue Ball) Kelly who are known all over the East for their 
great combination exhibition show they put on in the various bU
liard centers. Lauri needs no buUd-up. He is a true legend in our 
sport. Kelly is also one of the official referees at the B.R.P.A.A. 
World Pocket BUliard Championship at the Posh statler HUton, 
in New York. 

The Convention Hall Civic Center was really packed and we enjoyed 
meeting our many friends. 

We were talking on the telephone to George Jansco in Las Vegas 
and he informed us his tournament, which is stUl going on, has over 
130 entries. This is the largest entry ever in a pocket bUliard 
classic. The NBN staff wants to congratulate the Janscos and members 
of the executive staff of the Stardust Hotel who are responsible for 
the prize money for the players throughout the United States. Year 
in and year out, more and more players participate in this fine tour
nament. This is one of the truly important pocket bUliard shows 
in all the world, not only does it carry the world's largest prizes, 
and the world's largest entry, but it takes place in one of the great
est sporting cities in all the world, second to none. 

* * * 
The following two true stories of a fabulous little pool hustler 

known to all the old time pool players, I think ar e good enough 
to print even for those who never heard of him. His name was 
Willie Lewis , generally known as "Willie the Wop." The fi rs t was 
to ld me by "Doc" Brill who followed the races and was a pretty 
fair pool player but hardly in Willie 's c lass. Old timers may re
member him because he had a bad eye and wore a black patch over 
it. Hence the rather crude nickname " Blink" by which he was some
tim es referred to • 

It seems that after a good day at some track Doc was playing 
Wi llie for $20 a 50 point game even up (Willie could probably have 
given Brill 15 balls in 50 and won in the long run). Quite a crowd 
ga thered and Doc was having about as good an evening at pool as he 
had in the afternoon at the races. After three or four shots which 
followed a good run, Doc led 49 to 3 over Willie and had an easy 
side pocket shot for his 50th at which point he turned to Willie and 
said it was his (Willie'S) shot if he would stand on a chair and sing 
A ve Maria. Poor Willie, who had a rather gravelly VOice, complied 
to the applause of the crowd and then ran 47 balls and out!! 

I'm indebted to Gus Paskos for the following : A well dressed 
stranger with several suit cases stepped into a Philadelphia bil
liard room near the railroad station and inquired whether anyone 
cared to play a few games. Willie stepped up and a $5 bet was 
promptly arranged. Willie promptly lost the first two games and 
suggested doubling the s takes. The stranger agreed and won again, 
looked at his watch and said he only had time for one more before his 
train left, so Willie again suggested doubling the stakes. 

The stranger was willing but at $20 he insisted on the money being 
put up in advance. Since Willie was fresh out of cash he was unable 
to do this and admitted he was broke so the stranger said at least 
he could give Willie the job of carrying his three bags over to the 
railroad station for him. Willie took one bag in each hand and the 

(Continued on Page .Twelve) 
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Greenleaf's Niece Another 
Champion; Library Executive 

By EARL NEWBY 

It was nearly five years ago 
when I first found Mrs. Greenleaf 
after a friend had told me he had 
seen her comin~ out of a restau
rant on Walnut Street. At my 
urging she promised that she 
would write the story of the 
Life of the Greenleafs, and she 
has been busy with this task in 
-the intervening years. Last week 
she sent one hundred pages to 
the publisher and already she 
received word that there is a 
tremendous interest in the 
Greenleaf life story. I have read 
many tapes that she has written 
for this book and I find it of 
tremendous interest, giving the 
history of their travels allover 
the world where his showman
ship and cue magic provided 
entertainment for millions in our ' 
sport. 

MONMOUTH --. Miss 
Camille Radmacher, li
brarian of the Warren 
County Library in Mon
mouth and executive di
rector of the Western Il
linois Library System, is 
tne reCipient of the 1967 
Librarian Citation Award 
presented by the Illinois 
Library Association. 

The honor was bestowed on 
Miss Radmacher this week at 
the annual conference of Illinois 
Library ASSOCiation during the 
annual four-state library con
ference in Milwaukee, Wis. 

Librarians from Illinois, Iowa, 
Minnesota and Wisconsin at
tended the meeting. 

The citation called attention to 
Miss Radrnacher's "true spirit 
of c oope ra tion, judgement, 
knowledge, understanding and 
dedication to library service." 

Also mentioned in the citation 
were her "personal qualifica
tions, personality and imagina
tion." 

Miss Radmacher has been li .. 
brarian at the Warren County 
Library since 1948. 

In 1957, she was '1ristrumental 
in securing federal funds for the 
Warren-Henderson Lib r a r y 
Project, assisting the minois 
State Library by directing the 
pilot project under the Federal 
Library Services Act. 

These funds provided addi-' 
tional resources and services for 
the Warren County Library and 
Library service which included 
bookmobiles for Henderson 
County. The project was so suc-

RADMACHER 

cessful that Henderson County 
residents passed a referendum 
to establish library services. 

Miss Radmacher inaugurated 
the Western illinois Film Co
operative in 1960, and again was 
successful in securing state fundf 
to support the project. 

In presenting her the 1967 
award, it was pointed out that 
her most recent major achieve
ment was the establishment of 
the Western lllinois LibrarySys
tem, which she spearheaded, or
ganized and now directs. 

The system is composed of 
23 m~mber libraries in an eight
county area, Which includes the 
cities of Monmouth, Galesburg, 
Macomb and Aledo. Headquar-

ters for the area system is in 
Monmouth. 

Miss Radmacher worked for 
three years on the Illinois Li
brary Development Committee 
and her efforts were partly re
sponsible for the passage of leg
islation essential to the legal 
establishment and funding of li
brary systems in the state. 

Last January she was ap
pointed to a new six-year term 
on the lllinois state Library Ad
visory Committee, representing 
one of the six library regions in 
the state. 

Miss Radmacher, who is list
ed in Who's Who in Library 
Service, is the author of several 
a rticles that have appeared in 
Illinois Libraries, a magazine 
published for librarians in the 
state. She also has served on 
numerous committees of the Il
linois and American LibraryAs
sociations. 

She was executive director for 
lllinois of National LibraryWeek 
in 1959-60 and has been a mem
ber of the Library Week Com
mittee since 1957. 

Currently she is serving on 
the National Library Week steer
ing committee and is the Il
linois representative to the 
American Association's mem
bership committee. 

Miss Radmacher is a daughter 
of Harry Radmacher of Mon
mouth and the late Esther Rad
macher. 

She is an advisor of the War
ren County Historical SOCiety, 
a member of the First Metho
dist Church, Altrusa Club and 
the ~omen's National Book As
sociation. 

Now that the manuscript has 
been sent to the publisher and 
we are pretty sure the book will 
be on the market by Christmas, 
this makes me very happy. This 

GREENLEAF 

book will bring to millions of . 
readers the authentic facts of 
our sport. 

LETTER TO EDITOR 
(Continued from Pa ge Two) 

Tournament. Danny Thomas got down on his knees, picked up his 
putter, made a bridge hand like a cue stick, and dropped the ball 
in the hole. Bob turned around and said, "Who do you think you are, 
Ralph Greenleaf?" And to think that after all these years, Ralph's 
favorite comedian remembered that he was the greatest player in 
the world. 

Well, it must be something, for he never missed any picture that 
Bob Hope played in, and every once in a while, he used to hum, 
"Thanks for the Memories" and you should have heard his voice. 
If I have to say so myself, it was terrible. And if Bob Hope ever 
sees this, r want to thank him for making me feel so wonderful to 
hear him mention Ralph's name. 

r don't think he will ever know the feeling tnat came over me, 
for Ralph was really a very great person with a heart as big as 
a house, generous to a fault. Believe me, to the end of my days, 
r shall feel privileged to have been his wife. 

Sincerely yours, 
Mrs. Ralph Greenleaf 

------------------~--------------------------------------------------------

{{ {{ 
DANNY JONES 

Why Not Have. One of 

the Greatest Billiard 

Stars in the World, 

. 
t ., , 

Perform at Your Room? 
LOU BUTERA (Ove r 400 Select Members ~ow Availab le) DAN GARDNER 

for Complete Detai'ed 'nformation, Write or Call Mr. George Jansco, Sec. 

BILLIARD PLAYERS ASSOCIATIO 
CUE CLUB BILLIARD ACADEMY 

Johnson City, Illinois 62951 Telephone (Area Code 619) 893-8062 
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Brunswick Names Caras 'Man Of The Ye~r' 
NEW YORK, N.Y .- Jimmy 

Caras, five time World Pock
et Billiard Champion, was 
named Billiards Man of the 
Year by the Brunswick Cor
poration, producers of bil
liard and bowling equipmenJJ 

today at New York's "21" 
Restaurant. 

Mr. Caras was honored for 
his work in promoting the sport 
throughout the ' nation, as well 
as for making one of the great
est comebacks seen in any sport. 
Caras won his world title for 
the fifth time last summer in 
St. -Louis, NO., after being out 
of major competition for a num
ber of years. 

The champion took the U.S. 
Open Championship after losing 
his opening match. He then pro
ceeded to win 11 straight matches 
in the double elimination tourn
ament, topping famed Luther 
"Wimpy" Lassiter twice in one 
day, to win the championship at 
the age of 58. Mr. Caras won 
the first of his five champion
ships in 1936. He was also world 
champion pocket billiard player 
in 1938, 1939 and 1949. He cur
r ently shares the world record 
high r un of 127 balls (with Willie 
Mo~!' oni) in championship play. 

In the past few years, the bil
liard player has spent most of 
his time doing exhibition work 
in colleges, universities, billiard 
r.)Oms and department stores. 
To achieve this remarkable 
comeback in the 1967 tourna
ment, Caras took a full month 
off from his exhibition schedule 
to sharpen his game. He prac
ticed more than six hours a day 
to restore his competitive edge. 
His entry in the tournament 
marked the first time he had 
b~~n actural tournament com
petition in almost a dozen years. 

"Jimmy Caras' capture of the 
.current world championship, 
marks one of the most outstand
ing comebacks in sports his
tory," said Harold Meyers, Di
rector of Marketing SerVices, 
Brunswick's Bowling Division, 
as he presented him the Billiards 
Man of the Year Award. "He 
has done this with great spirit, 
remarkable energy and outstand
ing concentration." 

Champion Caras played his 
first game of pocket billiards 
at the age of five on a minia
ture table. He first gained fame 
in the sports world at the age 
of 17 when he defeated reigning 
world champion Ralph Greenleaf 
in a exhibition in 1927. 

Mr. Caras is currently in New 
York City for a series of per
sonal appearances, including one 
February 22nd at Gimbel's. 

BY JOE MARCUS 

The 21 Club is where 
the elite meet. 

So nat u r ally when 
B run s w i c k decided to 
honor Jimmy Caras as 
their Billiard Man of the 
Year they selected the 21 
club as the place where 
they would bestow the 
honors. 

In 1927 at the age of 17 he 
shocked the billiard world when 
he defeated reigning world champ 
Ralph Greenleaf in an exhibition 
match. 

Caras ' first world's title came 
in 1936 when he took the crown 
from Erwin Rudolph. Two years 
later he again won the champion
ship this time taking it in a heat
ed playoff battle with Andrew 
Ponzi and Willie Mosconi. The 
following year he took Rudolph 
and then for 10 years he saw 
the title elude him. 

In 1949 he again saw the fruits 
of his labor rewarded as he de
feated Mosconi to win the crown. 

609 PENNSYLVANIA 
ELIZABETH, 'N.J. 07206 

Telephone Area Code (201) 289-2588 

In 1962 he defeated Mosconi, 
125 -82, and the following year 
won against Willie 126-26 for the 
second straight ABC. TV :s ,Wide 
World of Sports National In
vitational Pocket Billiard Cham
pionship. 

Among other records that the 
man who has authored Trick and 
Fancy Shots in Pocket Billiards 
holds is the high run of 127 along 
with Mosconi during world tour
nament play. Super Cueman and 
Table Toppers, two highly suc
cessful MGM shorts, were film- . 
ed by Caras along with Mosconi. 

So by looking at the record 
one can see why Brunswick was 
more than justified to select 
21 as the place where to honor 
the man who holds the distinc
tion of having placed second to 
Greenleaf in his first World's 
competition way back in 1932. 

"Jimmy Caras" capture of 
the current world championship 
marks one of the most outstand
ing comebacks in sports his
tGlry, " said Harold Meyers, the 
director of Marketing Services, 
Brunswick Bowling Division, as 
he presented him the Billiards 
Man of the Year Award; "He 

remarkable energy and o~t
'standing concentration." 

One who has enjoyed the suc
cess as well· as suffering the 
frustrations of his defeats, as 
rare as they were, is Caras ' 
charming wife Marge. 

"I'll never forget when Jimmy 
cam e home after winning the 
Open last year," she said. "He 
kept saying over and over again. 
I did it, ~ b!lat the hustlers, all 
of them." 

"My wife runs 12 balls, " Jim
my said. "My youngest daughter 
can run a rack. And my grand
children (he says as he pulls out 
the wallet picture) theyin also 
play well." 

The picture shows Karen and 
Elaine Johnson who are three 
and four years old respectively 
carrying cue sticks. 

"They love the game just like 
I do." 

And those present to see Caras 
get the honor really 10 v e this 

mt~vitations were sent out to 
the leading sports writers, news
casters and other representa
tives of the press media--and 

. the response was overwhelming. 
"I was surprised how many - has done this with great spirit, 

--~--~~-----------
JIMMY CARAS FACT SHEET 

Born December 17, 1910, in Scranton, Pa, Lives in Springfield, 
Pa, Began playing pocket billiards at the age of five on a miniature 
table. 

CHAMPIONSHIPS 
World's Pocket Billiard Champion (five times) 
1936 - Defeated Erwin Rudolph 
1938 - Defeated Andrew Ponzi and Willie Mosconi 
1939 - Defeated Erwin Rudolph 
1949 - Defeated Willie Mosconi 
1967 - Defeated Luther Lassiter twice 
National Invitational Pocket Billiards Champion (on ABC-TV's 
"Wide World of Sports") 
1962 - Defeated Willie Mosconi, 125-82 
1963 - Defeated Willie Mosconi, 125-26 (High runs of 55 and 44 un
finished) 
CURRENT CHAMPION 

HONORS AND ACHIEVEMENTS 
Launched colorful career at 17 when he defeated world's cham .... 

pion Ralph Greenleaf in an exhibition match. The press gave him 
the title "Boy Wonder of the Billiard World" after that win. 

Co-holder with Willie Mosconi of world's record high run of 127 
during tournament play in 1947 at Kansas City, Missouri. 

Became second youngest player to win world's pocket billiards 
title at age of 26 in 1936. 

Starred in two sport short subjects by MGM entitled "Super Cue-
men" and "Table Toppers" with Willie Mosconi. 

Author of "Trick and Fancy Shots in Pocket Billiards." 
NEAR MISSES 
Second World's Pocket Billiard Championship 1932 (runner-up 

to cham;ion Ralph Greenleaf; first tournament Caras entereCl). 

people turned out and believe 
me it sure felt great," said 
Caras as he sat back to relax 
'after the hectic afternoon Feb. 
20. 

There was no doubt in the 
minds of those present that Ca
ras certainly deserved his day. 
His comeback last year when he 
captured the U.S. Open after a 
disappointing performance the 
year before earned him a notch 
among those great athletes who . 
have in other sports demon
strated that they can come back. 

A look at the business direc
tory of those who . attended the 
reception for Jimmy is indeed 
impressive. 

Martin Zeletnikoff an assis
tant buyer and Don Cashmere 
a buyer from Gimbles were on 
hand as was Nick Dispirito the 
corporate buyer for Gimbles. 
From the world-famous Aber
crombie & Fitch came Jeff Rud
erman. Mitch Bush, assistant 
buyer, Bob E lIen tuck, Bud Siegal, 
George Erlich and Morris Erlich 
were there from Harrows along 

(Cont'd on Page Twelve) 

in both 
billiord suppli •• and 
cu.tom mad.-to-ord.r 

cu •• ·. 

In billiard supplies, we main
tain a .tock of all billiard 
equipment and parts, Includ
ing all BRUNSWICK Items. 

In cues, because of. our relia
ble, fast, custom wortc, un· 
matched quality, and many 
othed unique PALMER features. 

i for our billiard supply cot· 
alog and/or our brochure showing 
our entire li ne of fine, mode-to· 
order cues. 

PALMER CUSTOM CUES CO. 
MANUFACTURER S O F TH E WORLD S fiNE ST CU ES 

37 WESTFIELD AVENUE 
EliZABETH, NEW JERSEY ,07208 
101 18 9 4 S5S :lOI 2 8<;1 4 151 



1968 
WORLD'S POCKET BILLIARD 

CHAMPIONSHIP TOURNAMENT 
AT THE 

STATLER HILTON 
33rd and BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY 

APRIL 12th to 19th 

FINAL ROUND MATCHES 
8 "SEEDED" TOP STARS' vs 7 QUALIFYING PLAYERS 

Featuring LUTHER LASSITER, World's Champion, 
JACK BRIET, JOE BALSIS, IRVIN·G CRANE, . 

FRANK McGOWN, ART CRANFIELD, LOU BUTERA 
and CICERO MURPHY 

, . . ) 

-

, 
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r Qualifying Round 12t 

EUFEMIA 

" SN OOKS" PERLST EIN 

TOZER 

MIZE RAK, JR. JACK COLAVITA 

Billiard Room Proprietors Association of America 

APPLICATION FORM FOR ENTRY QUALIFYING ROUND· 
1968 World's' Pocket Billiard Championship Tournament 

I hereby indicate my willingness to enter the qualify

ing round of the 1968' World's Pocket Billiard Cham

pionsh ip Tournament, to be held on April 12 and 

April 13 at the Statler Hilton Hotel in New York City. 

If my application is accepted by the Tournament Com
miHee of the Billiard Room Proprietors Association and 
up,," subsequent official notification to me to that 
effect, I will forward my personal check in the amount 
of $150 for my entry fee, made payable to "BRPAA," 
in time to reach BRPAA headquarters by April 1, 1968. 

Send Application to: 

STANLEY G. MARKUSEN 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
500 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 10036 

( Area Cod e 2 12) 

LONGACHt. 4·8744 

r--------------------
I 

Billiard Room Proprietors Ass:)ciaticn of America 
APPLICATION F~· FOR ENTRY QUALIFYING ROUND I 1968 World' s Pocket Bill iard Championship Toumament 

I NAME ... . . . . .. .. . .. . .. . . ... .... .... ..... . . . . . ... . 

I ADDRESS . ... . . . .. . .. . .. .... . ...... . .. .. . .. . ...... . 

I I CITY .......... . .. . . . . STATE ... ... .... ZIP . ... . . . . 

I Signature .. ......... . .. . .... . .. Date . .... .. .... . . . 

N,I;W YORK, N.Y ... Announcement of a "real" i 
policy of the 1968 World's Pocket Billiard Champion 
ter Sunday, April 14th being designated as "Fami 
Joseph G. McGill, National President of the Billiard 
ation of America , presenting the sixth annual "w 
liards at the Statler Hilton hotel here. 
The Statler Hilton hotel, locat 

ed right near Penn Station and a 
stone's throw from the New Mad
ison Square Garden, is one of 
New York's largest and finest 
hostelries. The Terrace Ball
room is just off the main lobby of 
the hotel, with subway entrances 
right below the lobby and the 
Long Is 1 and railroad suitably 
close by for commuterswhowant 
to attend either the day or night 
seSSions. 

Two tables will be installed 
in the spacious Terrace Ballroom 
and a third table will be located 
in an adjacent room where play
ers will practice and possibly 
play some of the finals games 
during the last six day--s of play, 

The audience in the Terrace 
Ballroom .can see both games go-. 
ing on simultaneously, with the 
inclined seating arrangements; 

Finally, sessions on all days 
start at 11:00 a.m., except Eas
ter Sunday, allowing an hour more 
viewing the playing "action" for 
the spectators, Mr. McGill con
cluded. 

Ladies with escorts will be ad
mitted free of charge on Easter 
Sunday, McGill said, and chil
dren under 12 years of age will' 
be admitted for half the adult 
charge of $4.00. 

Additionally, the Easter ses
sion beginning at 1:00 P .M" will 

Me GILL 

be a "continuous action seSSion," 
according to ~cGill, with only one 
admission charge from that time 
until midnight I 

other admission prices for the 
eight-day tournament, with its 
two full days of qualifying rounds 
and six days and night of finals, 
are as follows: Opening day, Fri
day, April 12, $3.50 from 11:00 
a.m. until six p. m., and $4.00 for 
the night session beginning at 6:30 
p.m. and running until midnight. 

Saturday, April 13, same hour 
and prices as Friday; Sunday, A
pril 14 (Easter Sunday) $4.00 
from 1:00 p.m. until midnight I 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednes
day, April 15/16/17, $3.50 from 

AL COSLOSKY 

The Telephone (608) 873 - 980~ 

'}Jilting CUE Company 

Hand-made Custom Cues 

Professional Repairs 

111 lAST MAIN STOUGHTON. WIS . 53Slt 

) 



lov~nin~~dm~t~c: Family Day Ester Sunday 
~ Tournament with Eas
r Day", has been made by 

f
itoom Proprietors Associ

Id series" of pocket bil-

11:00 a.m. until 6:00 p. m.,-$4.00 
from 6:30 p.m. until midnight; 

Thursday, April 16 (semi -
finals), $4.00 from 11:00 a.m. 
until 6:00 p.m., $5.00 from 6:30 
p.m. until midnight. 

Friday, April 19, (Final day) 
$6.00 from 11:00 a.m. until mid
night. 

As customarily, BRPAA-room 
me m be r s will sell a "pro
prietor's ticket" for $1.00 off the 
boxoffice prices for all sessions 
except the final day when the 
straight $6.00 admission charge 
will prevail. "Our boxoffice pa
trons and customers from bil
liard rooms," Mr. McGill said, 
"will be seeing some sixto seven 
hours of top flight pocket billiard' 
play' at each and every session. 
We consider this a real 'bar
gain' for sports fans and have tri
ed to keep our prices as reason
able as possible this -year, de
spite con stan tl y advanCing 
costs." 

The beautiful Terrace Ball
room of the StaUer Hilton hotel, 
once the host room to the nation's 
greatest dance bands including 
G len n Miller, the Dorsey 
Brothers, Benny Goodman, Char
lie Spivak, Tommy Reynolds and 
others, will have approximately . 
eleven hundred individual seats 
specially installed for the BRP AA 
blue ribbon claSSic. 

FUSCO 

\ 

1 
Mr. Stanley Markuson, Executive Director of BRPAA, pic

tured with pretty wife , Grace, and ch.ildren, Adrian and Bruce, 
announced that April 14th, Easter Sunday, will be "Family 

Day" for the 1968 version of this year's World's Pocket Bil
liard Championship at the Statler- Hilton Hotel. Why don't you 
plan to take your family to a day of sheer BilliardenjoymentI 

WIDE WORLD OF SPORTS Tl) TELEVISE 6TH BRPAA WORLD CUE CLASSIC 

hand-held cameras r ecently de
veloped and used in the .Winter 
Olympics in Grenoble, France, 
when they cover the billiards fi 
nals. 

The coast-to-coast telecast 
will bring the BRP AA's classic 
event into the home television au
dience numbering in the millions 
and millions, according to a 
Spence estimate. 

"We expect to run the pocket 
billiard championship film very 
shortly after the match takes 
place," Spence promised. "It 
should take up the major portion 
of our usual 90-minute Saturday 
afternoon sport program." 

With the Signing of the deal 
whereby ABC will televise the 
Sixth Annual World's Tourna
ment, this year's coverage will 

EARL NEWBY, EDITOR 
THE NATIONAL BILLIARD 
NEWS 
1035 CHESTNUT STREET 
PHILADELPHIA, PA., 19107 

I wish to have the Billiard 
News mailed to me monthly for 
one year at the rate of $4.00 
per year. I enclose $4 in cash 

• check , or 
I-m-o-n-e-y-o-rder in pay-
ment for one year's subscrip
tion. 
(Please Print) 

NAME 

ADDRESS 
-------------~I 

CITY 
-----------~-----I 

STATE ZIP ----

(Continued from Front Page) 

be the fourth coast-to-coast tele- the BRP AA World Championships 
cast by the aggressive network for ABC previously. 
that is presently number one in Friday night should be pure 
sport-program ratings. bedlam in the Terrace Ballroom 

Messr s. Arledge and Spence when the giant color cameras 
and Chuck Howard are three of and powerful lights are adjusted 

·the top officials of ABC's Sports over the championship table. The 
department. with Ann 0 u n c e r t ension on such occasions mounts 
Chris Schenkel a leading com- to tremendous "heights" and the 
mentator for Wid e World of s pectators always enjoy the add-
Sports . along with Jim McKay. ed "bonus" of the TV-screening 
Schenkel did the commentary for with its attendant color and caca-
the 1966 Tournament when Cham- phony. 
pion Luther Lassiter scored a The room is floodlit by huge 
sensational win over Cicero Mur- hanging cameras required for 
phy in a playoff game. McKay and all-color filming and every spec-
Johnny Johnston have also worked tator in the crowd can spot a 

friend or acquaintance dozens of 
feet away because of thetremen
dous light intensity. Those for
tunate enough to have witnessed 
the Lassiter-Murphy match ac
claimed it as one of the greates t 
sporting events ever televised. 

Stan Markusen. the BRP AA Ex
ecutive Director s aid. "We've 
got more than 1.100 seats avail
able for the clOSing Friday night 
action and we wish we had a 
couple of thousand more in view of 
ABC's coverage this year. I ad
vise everyone to buy his ticket in 
advance to ensure getting a good 
seat." 

APPLICATION FORM 

Billiard Room Proprietors Association of America 

• 
500 Fifth Avenue, New, York, N.Y. 10036 

To: STANLEY G. MARKUSEN Executive Director 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS .... .... ............. .. ...... .. 

STREET CIT Y STATE 

NAME OF PROPRIETOR 
PRIN T I N FULL 

TOTAL TABLES IN ESTABLISHMENT.. ............ . 

POCKET BILLIARD TABLES .... .. .. ..... . . ...... BILLIARD TABLES. .. . . .... 

SNOOKER TABLES 

HOW LONG IN BILLIARD ROOM BUSINESS? ... . . .... YEARS . 

IS YOUR ROOM AIR-CONDITIONED? .............. . 

DO YOU HAVE BOWLING LANES IN YOUR ESTABLISHMENT? ..... 

HOW MANY? .... ..... ....... DO YOU OPERATE A LUNCH COUNTER ON PREMISES? ...... .. 

OTHER PERTINENT COMMENTS ...... . 

I here,.,... certify that a ll t h e foregoing statements a re t r ue t o the best of my k nowled ge and belief. 
Furth e r . 1 pledge to conform to the r ules and regulation s of t h e Association t o the fu llest extent 01. 

my ability. I agree to pay Annual D uelS based on a charge of $2 .00 for each t able in my' establishment. 
T hese dues are tax d eductible as a bus iness erx pense. Dues cover your membership in the National 
Associat ion lBRPAAJ. P aymnt {o r d ues m ust accompany this application. . 

ApplicatiOn received by 
Association OUiceL _________________ l96 ___ _ 

SIGNED 

• 
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Pretty little 7 year old Anita Millikin, daughter of Charles 
Millikin, who operates Charlies \ Cue 'N Cushion in Norwalk, 
Calif., site of the recent Southern California Invitational Pocket 
Billiard Championship. 

Me GOWN WINN ER OF $14,500 TOURNAMENT-
Front Page) (Continued from 

feats dropped him down to third 
place in the final standings with a 
10 -4 record. 

old California youth by run
ning 51 balls and out to break 
up a tight 99-80 duel. 

The following day McGown 
wrapped up his first invitational 
championship and the $2,500 
first place prize as he rolled 
over Florence, 150-180, Mc
Gown, a 35-year-old green felt 
veteran, whipped the 24-year-

Florence, with a 11-4 mark, 
finished second for a $1,500 pay
off. An added $150 went to Lou 
Butera of Philadelphia for his 
high run of 120 balls in a three
inning game. 

CONTESTANT }>.M. H.R. W-L B.G. 
1. FRANK McGOWN $2500 71 *12-3 9 
2. Richard Florence 1500 107 11-4 8 
3. Luther Lassiter 1000 74 10-4 7 
4. Jack Breit 900 87 10-4 12 
5. Lou Butera 800 120 9-5 3 
6. Jimmy Moore 750 91 8-6 11 
7. Ed Kelly 700 94 8-6 9 
8. Danny Diliberto 650 72 7-7 6 
9. Cisero Murphy 600 84 7-7 12 

.l0. Johnny Ervolino 550 97 6-8 14 
11. Danny Gartner 500 70 6-8 15 
12. Danny Jones 450 49 5-9 21 
13. Jack Perkins 400 82 3-11 17 
14. Jimmy Relihan 400 73 3-11 17 
15. Larry Johnson 400 62 1-13 9 

Total Prize Money: $14,500 Entry Fee: $150 
* At the completion of the regularly-scheduled tourriamEmt, McGown, 
of Brooklyn, N.Y., and Florence, of Torrance, Cali~., were dead
locked with identical 11-3 records. In the play-off, McGown came 
from behind to catch the youngster from California and then forged 
into a 19-point lead, 99-80. 

Florence took the cue, sank one ball and then scratched. McGown 
returned to the table and ran off 51 to win 150-80. Lou Butera cap
tured the $150 prize for the highest run of 120, which came about on 
opening night. Butera was also awarded a gold cup along with 
champion McGown. Representing the City of Norwalk was Mayor Pro 
Tern Demy Apodaca. 

FOUR SEASONS 
BILLIARD LOUNGE -

319 Lake Ave. (U . S. Route 27) 
Metucteen, N. J. 08840 

il111 ji" PRESENTS 

!j1 JW KING OF THE HILL 
P POCKET BILLIARD EXHIBITIONS 

Every Other 

al :~e:.~ay ~ 

ATKISSON 
The Gil Atkisson School 

of Pocket Billiards is al
ready expanping their ser
vices. 

Last week the school was 
open during the evening hours 
• • • plus weekends. Now dear 
readers, the school is open each 
weekday from 11 A. M. so you 
can take your lessons day or 
night • • • seven days a week! 

Another service for students 
we failed to tell you about is 
practice games ~t the school. 
Anytime the tables are not in 
use for lessons, you have the 
opportunity to practice for the 

Lou Alt 
Named 
Director 

A former billiard parlor own
er, who has playea exhibition pool 
since 1927, has been maned to 
serve as director for the Keesler 
Pocket Billiards Tournament at 
Vandenberg Hall Service .€lub. 

Lou AU will fill the pOSition 
when the winners of the Van
denberg and Arnold Hall Ser
vice Club matches meet to de
cide who will represent the base 
in the A TC tourney, also to be 
held at Vandenberg Hall. 
- He is the former operator · of 
"Hustler's Paradise," in Phila
delphia. Mr. AU was the official 
referee of the Pennsylvania 
State ChampionShip Pocket Bil
liards Tournament in 1965. The 
winner of that tourney, Sonny 
Buteria, went on to finish third 
in the world's championship. 

The competition will be con
ducted as a Single elimination 
match of 75 points. 

LOU AL T 

OUR SYM PATHY ....• 
The entire staff of the National 

Billiard News wishes to extend 
to Mr. Vincent Sharvo, Vice
President of Victor Billiards of 
Philadelphia, Pa., our deepest 
sympathy over the loss of his 
beloved Mother who passed away 
recently after an accident in 
her home. 

March, 1968 

Gil Atkinson School 
Expa aily Hours 
nominal fee of $1 per hour. 

As far as I know, there are 
only two · or three billiard 
schools in the world, so in all 
probability, you'll start beating 
your friends no matter where 
they're from! THE GIL ATKIS
SON SCHOOL OF POCKET BIL
LIARDS; 409 N. Tustin Ave. eEl 
Rancho Plaza); 'Orange, Calif. 

GIL ATKINSON 

532-3785. 
(Editor's Note: Because of an 

error on the part of our Print
ing Co., we incorrectly stated, 
in last month's issue of NBN, 
that Gil Atkinson's School of 
Pocket Billiards was located in 
Orange, New Jersey, instead of 
Orange, California.) 

.•• Practicing ror "Stardust Open" 

ATTENTION SUBSCRIBERS 
Please notify the National Billiard News promptly 

if you contemplate a change of address. ·Your Post 
Office will supply you with a printed Change of 
Address postcard. -

We have -recently received a permit to send the 
NBN by second class mail. However, the Postal 
Department will not forward second class mail 
beyond what is printed on our label. Therefore, 
if you have changed your address without informing 
us, your paper will not be forwarded. 

Instead, the P. O. Department sends us a notifi
cation of such change of address, for which there 
is a 10~ charge. We do not wish to pass this cost 
on to our subscribers, so please help by notifying 
us at least two weeks before mailing date of any 
changes in your address. 

Thank You, 
E. B. Newby, Editor 

JUNE 7th thru 16th, 1968 
TOURNEY Will RUN DAilY - ANYONE MAY ENTeR 

ENTRY FEE $50.00 
For Complete Details Write, Wire or Call 
Bill "Weenie Beenie" Staton or Bob Purdum 

dA,CK & diLL 
CUE CLUB 

CLAREMONT SHOPPING CENTER 

2707 S. WAKEFIELD 
ARLINGTON, VA. 22206 

~ Area Code 703 

TICKETS NOW ON SALE! 

~ 931-7671 
~~ 

.~ . 
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Charles Milliken, right, impressario of the Southern Cal. 
Invitational Pocket Billiard Championship, held at Charlie's 
Cue 'N Cushion in Norwalk , Calif., presents $2 ,500 first place · 
check to Frank McGown, of Brooklyn, N.Y., after play-off with 

SOUTHERN 0 .... 
~ Z 

~ Z u 0 C Z 
.... 

~ - Z CIt CALIFORNIA Di: .... .... ... '" 0 .- Z ... .... lID ~ 

S - > 0 ~ % Z 
NVITATIONA .... c 0 0 .- Di: ... C) lID Q .... ... .., .., 
BRE'IT 83 150 150 

BUTERA 150 150 140 150 150 150 

DiLIBERTO 112 150 150 150 150 

ERVOLINO 98 115 

FLORENCE 150 135 150 150 150 
. 

GARTNER 150 150 79 130 

JOHNSON 75 100 86 33 

JONES 65 107 125 150 

KELLY 58 150 150 49 

LASSITER 75 150 150 150 78 150 150 150 

McGOWN 150 25 150 150 127 150 150 150 

MOORE 16 86 150 121 150 97 150 

MURPHY 101 150 150 110 109 150 150 

PERKINS 59 28 150 108 43 150 150 89 

RE.LEHAN 

Ric hard Florence · (second from right) , of Torrance , Calif. Nor
walk Mayor Pro Tern Demy Apodaca holds championship trophy. 
which McGown took home to Brooklyn after 150 - 80 victory , 
forging back from a 40-point deficit. 

Z >- Z ~ 
~ '" .... .... % Z C 

~ a.: >- 0 ~ - % - 0 ~ ... en C) ~ .... .... '" i :;) Di: .... .... C w .... .... 
~ ~ ~ CL. ~ ... 

150 110 136 150 150 150 150 10 

126 125 150 65 104 150 150 3 9 

89 67 67 150 135 143 150 72 6 7 

150 98 131 74 140 150 150 97 14 6 

150 150 150 150 150 150 150 8 11 

88 144 109 43 150 125 150 70 15 6 

59 28 57 150 86 100 124 62 9 1 

50 130 115 150 150 49 21 5 

150 150 150 9 8 8 

87 12 10 

150 71 9 11 

150 91 11 8 

46 150 150 84 12 8 

88 82 17 3 
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Gilbert Shoots Way Into Worlds Three-Cushion 
(Cont'd from Front Page) 

A LOOK AT 
THE PLAYERS 

ALLEN GILBERT, 1ST 
Mr. Gilbert was born in Chi

cago, Illinois 38 years ago, is 
married and now resides in Hol
lywood. 

He. has been competing in three 
cushion billiard tournaments in 
Los Angeles since 1960. Mr. Gil
bert has great natural ability and 
is known as a very fast player 
often scoring with amazing speed. 

Since 1964 this amazing left 
handed player has won the three 
major tournaments held in the 
Los Angeles area, one of the ma
jor centers of billiard play in the 
United States. The first oi the 
three, the 1964 California State 
Championship, was possibly his 
most impressive performance 
for the field included veteran 
players John Fitzpatrick, Joe 
Procita, B.F. U.S.A. world tour
nament player Bill Hynes and 
former inter-collegiate cham
pion Frank Tajima. 

In 1966 he won the southern 
California crown narrowly miss
ing a berth in the B. F. U. S. A. 
World Invitational Tournament 

. when he was upset in a close 
match by Shigeki Kashiki, the 
northern California winner. Mr. 
Gilbert recently won the LosAn
geles Sectional Tournament with 
his best tournament average, a 
very creditable .921. 
WILLIAM HYNES, 2ND 

"Bill" Hynes was born in Los 
Angeles 43 years ago, is mar
ried, has two sons and resides 
in L.os Angeles. 

One of the best known three 
cushion billiard players in Cal
ifornia and an active promoter 
of the sport, personable "Bill" 
Hynes has played in numerous 
tournaments since 1961 when he 
won the Los Angeles City Tour
nament. One of his best efforts 
was in the 1964 U. S. National 
Tournament in San Francisco 
Which was won by the late Arthur 
Rubin with a record of seven 
wins and two losses. Next with 
six wins and three losses were 
Japan's great Keizo Kubo, John 
Fitzpatrick and "Bill" Hynes. 

In 1966 Mr. Hynes had the 
valuable experience of compet
ing in two world tournaments 
against the champions of Europe, 
Asia and SouthAmerica.Hisfirst 
was the U.M.B. World Champion-

~ 
GI: In 
W W 
~ Z .... 

~ 
::t: 

GILBERT 
83-6 

50 

HYNES 

AMEEN 
80-6 

48 

69-3 83-4 
BYRNE 37 3a ' 

VAL- 49-4 67-5 

DESPINO 26 46 

45-4 74·9 
HAWKINS 2S 47 

79-4 66-4 
BONNER 39 40 

75-4 54-3 
LETHERBY 41 24 

This was the field in the first annual three-cushion billiard 
tournament sponsored by the Billiard Federation of the U.S.A. 
From left , they are Bob Byrne , San Francisco, Calif., (4th); 
Bob Letherby, Muskegon, Mich. , (8th); Homero Valdespino, San 

ship in Peru and the second was 
the B.F. U.S.A. World Invitational 
in San Francisco. He was no, 
among the leaders in these events 
but in.Peru he averaged .839bil
liards per inning, which is ex
cellent against world competi
tion, and in San Francisco-he 
scored a smashing 60-36 win 
over Koys. Ogata, the champion 
of Japan. In early 1967 he was 
second in the U. S. Open in St. 
Louis and recently he qualified 
for the U. S. Championship Tour
nament by placing second in the 
Los Angeles Sectional Where his 
tournament average was .929 bil
liards per inning, one ofthe high
est achieved by an American 
player in recent years. 
ROBERT AMEEN, 3RD 

I, Bob" Ameen, with a college 
degree in mathematics, is pro
prietor of Capital-Q-Billiards in 
Springfield, Illinois. He is mar
ried and has four children and 
was born 41 years ago in Mon
mouth, Illinois, birthplace of 
Ralph Greenleaf, the world fam
ous pocket billiard player. 

"Bob" has beenaconvertfrom 

0 z 
ii: In 

In Z 
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80-3 497 45-5 79-5 

50 50 50 50 

60-7 67-4 74-4 66-4 

50 50 50 50 

78-6 76-5 97-4 

50 50 50 

1043 76-6 

50 50 

78·3 73-5 

42 50 

76-3 84-4 

33 47 

97-6 73·4 91-4 

48 32 46 

62-5 80-0 76-3 99-3 

32 44 30 42 

pocket billiards an\i has been a 
serious student of three cushion 
billiards for 21 years. He has 
used his mathematics background 
to devise extensions of the dia
mond system. Besides being an 
active player he has actively 
promoted three cushion billiards 
by staging many important tour
naments in the past years includ
ing the recent Sectional Tourna
ment in Springfield. 

Mr. Ameen's solid game won 
the minois State Elks Cham
pionship in 1963. In 1967 alone 
he won the Great Lakes Three 
Cushion Open in Lansing, ·Michi
gin ' and the Jacksonville (m.) 
Open with second place finishes 
in' the Decatur (Ill.) Open and 
the Capital-Q-Open. He recently 
finished second in the Spring
field Sectional (Bill Hawkins won 
following the play-off of a tie) 
to qualify for the U.S.A. Cham
pionship ejecting veteran play
ers, Don Tozer; Joe Diaz and 
Marhl Smith. 
ROBERT BYRNE, 4TH 

Civil engineer , "Bob" Byrne, 
born in Dubuque, Iowa in 1930, 
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75-5 65-4 
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3 4 49 -50 

76-3 76-5 

26 50 2 5 

1 6 
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Francisco (5th); John Bonner, Hamburg , N.Y. (7th) ; Bob Ameen, 
Springfield, Ill. (3rd) ; Bill Hynes, Costa Mesa , Calif. (2nd); 
Bill Hawkins , Decatur, Ill. (6th) ; and winner Al Gilbert, of Hol
lywood , Calif. (Pho to by Pete r D . Venae) 

now lives in San Francisco where 
he is editor of the trade journal 
Western Construction. 

Mr. Byrne 'is a newcomer to 
national tournament play. After 
winning college titles in pocket 
billiards and snooker he took up 
three cushion billiards at the 
urging of the oldtime profes
sional Charlie Peterson, who , 
taught him the fundamentals of 
the game. Mr. Byrne credits Dan
ny McGoorty with teaching him 
some of the subtleties of posi
tion and safety play. In 1965 
he showed a new game when he 
finished second to Frank Papp 
in the San Francisco City Tour
nament. A serious student of 
the game, he has shown steady 
improvement and qualified for 
the 1968 Championship Tourna
ment by finishing second in the 
San Francisco Sectional Tour
nament with a record of eight 
wins and three losses. 

In addition to playing a fine 
game of billiards he is an active 
promoter of the sport. He was 
president of the promotional 
group for the World Invitation 
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73 5 
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Tournament held in San Fran
cisco in 1966 and during the past 
year has served as National Sec
retary of the Billiard Federation 
.of the U.S.A. 
HOMERO VALDESPINO, 5TH 

Homero Valdespino was born 
in the village of Maravatio, Mi
choacan, Mexico, in 1920 and 
grew up in Mexico City. Now a 
United States citizen, he has lived 
in California since 1948. 

For a top-flight billiard player 
he was a very late starter. He 
first saw a billiard table When 
he was 28 years old. However, 
he made fast progress under the 
coaching of such outstanding 
players as Gus Copulos in Los 
Angeles and Welker Cochran and 
Ray Kilgore in San Francisco. 

Valdespino won his first three 
cushion tournament in 1957, 
the. city championship of San 
FrancisCO, and has won nearly ' 
every local tournament he has 
entered since that time. He was 
San Francisco champion again 
in 1961, northern California 
champion in 1965, and qualified 
for the present national tourna
ment by winning the San Fran
cisco Sectional Tournament with 
a record of ten wins and one de
feat. Perhaps his best perfor
mance was a second place finish 
in the 1963 Western States Cham
pionship (won by Danny McGoor
ty) ahead of George Pentaris, 
Joe Procita and Bill Hynes. 

Homero Valdespino is an ex
.(Cont'd on Next Page) 
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Champions 
cellent pressure player. In win

. ning the recent San Francisco 
tourney he defeated Bob Tracy 
50-48 after t railing 46-37, topped 
Welker Cochran, Jr., 50-48 af
ter trailing 48-39 and with the 
score 40-40 against Jack Quan he 
ran ten and out. 
WILLIAM HAWKINS, 6TH 

Bill Hawkins, an amateur ma
giCian, is 42 years old, single 
and resides in Decatur, Illinois 
where he is acknowledged as one 
of the top cue makers. 

He is usually a crowd favorite 
because of his fast, aggressive 
game and his "machine-gun" 
stroke and is highly respected 
by his opponents as a fierce 
competitor and fine billiard play
er. Some of his opponents claim 
that watching his rapid stroke 
often lulls them into a sleep
like trance from which they don't 
recover until the game is over. 

He has had an impressive num
ber of tournament successes over 
the past fifteen years, winning 
nine of nineteen tournaments en
tered in the Mid-West. He has 
been Illinois State Elks Cham
pion five times and has It twice 
won the Mid-West Three Cush
ion Open in st. Louis, Missouri. 
He recently won the Springfield, 
Sectional to qualify for the U.S.A. 
Championship, finishing ahead of 
veterans Don Tozer, Joe Diaz, 
Marhl Smith and defeating" Bob" 
Ameen in a tie play-off. 
JOHN BONNER, 7TH 

Mr. Bonner is a mechanical ex
pediter at the Bethlehem Steel 
Company's Lackawana plant in 
New York. He is married, has two 
daughters and four grandsons. 

He has been playing billiards 
for forty-two years and in more 
recent years has devoted him
sell to tournament play. H is tour
nament experience probably ex· 
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ceeds that of any other entry in 
this tournament. He has been Up
State New York champion and city 
champion of Buffalo, New York 
for twelve years. Mr. Bonner 
made a strong impression with 
his solid game at the 1967 Mid
west Open in Springfield, lllinois 
(won by Larry "Boston Shorty" 
Johnson). Mr. Bonner finished in 
third place ahead of such stellar 
players as "Bud" Harris, cur
rent National Open champion, and 
"Gentleman Don" Tozer. His 
second place finish in the recent 
Lansing Michigan sectional tour
nament qualified him for this 
1968 U.S.A. Championship Tour
nament. 

An index of the quality of his 
play is his tourname,nt high-run 
of eleven and his match game 
high-run of fourteen. 
ROBERT LETHERBY, 8TH 

"Bob" Letherby, a highschool 
mathematics teacher, is married 
and the father of three Children. 
He has lived most of his 36 years 
in Muskegon, Michigan. 

Mr. Letherby is a newcomer 
to the ranks of national competi
tion in three cushion billiards. 
Well known is his native Michi
gan as a fine pocket billiard play
er he tried his first three cush
ion tournament just last year 

when he failed to emerge from 
the preliminary rounds in the 
Great Lakes Open in Lansing, 
Michigan. undaunted he was back 
in Lansing a few month later for 
the B.F.U.S.A. Sectional Tourna
ment. He had done his home
work well. (He credits an old
timer, Ed Anderson, with teach
ing him the basics and Bob 
Strange with showing him the 
diamond system.) During the 
Sectional it was a different story 
as he finished first ahead of ex
perienced veterans John Bonner, 
Norman Ross and Bob Stran~. 
His apparent improvement was a 
surprise to many. 

Since the game of balkline bil
liards is infrequently played in 
the United States now, three cush
ion players usually come from the 
ranks of the pocket billiard play
ers. Many of today's three cush
ion players were accomplished 
pocket players before playing 
three cushions. However, usually 
no matter how good a pocket 
player is, he must spend several 
years studying and practicing 
before he can compete equally 
with experienced three cushion 
players. "Bob" Letherby, how
ever, apparently isn't following 
this schedule. 

LEO SCELANO - NEWCOMER TO BILLIARDS 
by Joe Marcus 

(Continued from Page Two) 

Leo plans to hold league play but too many rooms dro't have 
in straight pool, three-cushions these tables." 
and snooker. Skytop ~ be when completely 

"We are going to feature ex- redone the image of the modern 
hibitions by the leading players day bUliard establishment run by 
in all three of these phases of a modern-day proprietor who can 
billiards and the snooker re- certainly help the growth in New 
sponse we have been getting is York of the sport once invented 
unbelievable. It seems that many for nobility. 
people in the area want to play it Welcome aboard Leo. •. 

Page Eleven 

ROY J. YOUNGBLOOD 

BBIA News 
Bulletin 

"THE EYES OF TEXAS" WILL BE ON MEMBERS 
of the BBIA when they head for Dallas for the 
BBIA's 25th Anniversary Convention from May 8 
to 11 at the Marriott Motor Hotel. A jam-packed 
business and ente:rtainment schedule is being ar
ranged under the direction of BBIA Director Loyd 
Miles, Fort Worth Billiard Supply Co., Fort Worth, 
Texas, chairman of the Convention Committee. 
COMPLETE DET AILS ON ROOM RES 

COMPLETE DETAILS ON ROOM RESERVATIONS, Pre-Registra
tion, and information on exhibit booths that wUl be available in Sun
down Rooms 2 and 3 at the Marriott wUl be in the mail within the next 
few days to all BBIA members. Exhibitors will set up their dis
plays from 4 to 7 p.m. on May 7, and from 9 a.m. to noon on May 8. 
Exhibits wlll open at noon on May 8. The BBIA Board of Directors, 
with President Mort Luby, Jr., in charge, will meet from 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. on Wednesday, May 8 in the Longhorn Room at the Marriott 
Hotel. All other BBIA meetings will be scheduled in Sundown Rooms 
1 and 3 directly adjacent to the exhibit area. 

TOUCHING OFF 1968 CONVENTION EVENTS ON MAY 8, in ad
dition to the opening of the exhibits and the BBIA Board Meeting, 
will be a free cocktail party in the exhibit area from 5 to 6 p.m. 
BBIA Convention visitors then will board buses at 6:30 p.m. to take 
them to "Little Bit of Sweden" restaurant for an exceptional 
Smorgasbord. 

MISS TEXAS WILL BE INTRODUCED in the BBIA Exhibit area 
on Thursday, May 9. Other Thursday events include separate meet
ings. The BBIA Bowling and Billiard meetings will be held Thurs
day afternoon, followed by a billiard exhibition in the exhibit area 
by Leroy Kinman and the showing of the Billiard Congess of Amer-
ica's tournament film. --

A SPECIAL TOUR OF DALLAS, including a "Dutch" luncheon 
at a famous restaurant, is schedUled for the ladies at 10 a.m. on 
Thursday. Miss Texas also will speak to the ladies in the BBIA 
exhibit area from 9:30 to 10 a.m. on Thursday. 

SPECIAL ENTERTAINMENT IN THE EXHIBIT AREA will touch 
off the BBIA Convention program from 9 to 9:30 a.m. on Friday, 
May 10. Highlighting the Friday schedule will be a special work
shop discussion from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. on speclflc problems 

(Continued on Page Twelve) 

The Billiard Federation 
of the 

.United States of America 

In less than two years the B.F. U .S.A, has . .. 

• Sent an American player to compete in the 1966 World 
Championship Cushion Tournament in Peru. 

• Staged the greatest international three cushion tourna
ment ever held in this country (San Francisco, 
October, 1966) 

• Staged sectional billard tournaments in four cities 
in U.S.A. 

• Staged the first nat~onal billard tournament in 15 years, 
featuring qualifying sectional winners from throughout 
the U.S.A. (San Jose, Calif., February, 1968). 

• Made arrangements to send the U.S.A. champion to the 
world championship in Germany in April, 1968. 

• Started plans for the next round of sectional tourna
ments leading to the next national tournament, the 
winner of which will be sent to the 1969 world 
championship. 

• Started plans for the 1970 world championship tourna
ment to be held in the U.S.A. 

As a member of B.F.U.S.A. you' will receive 
• An official, wallet-sized membership card. 
• Authorization to play in B.F.U.S.A. sponsored 

tournaments. 
• A subscription to Le Billiard, published by the U.M.B. 

in Belgium every three months, which is filled with 
world billiard news. 

• Newsletters and announcements of U.S.A. billiard 
activity. 

• The satisfadion of knowing that you are participating 
and helping promote and advance the fine sport of ~hree 
cushion billiards in the United States to the emment 
position it once enjoyed in the world. 

) 
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BRUNSWICK NAMES CARAS 'MAN OF THE YEAR' 
Mr. Fixit 

International 
Snooker Ball 
Search Ends 

with Maurice Blatt, the president 
of Blatt Bowling & Billiards of 
New York. 

Aft e r the reception Caras 
demonstrated his never ending 
array of trick shots and then off
ered to take on anyone in the club. 
However, there were no takers, 
especially after the 58-year old 
c ham p finished off his trick 
shooting display which left the 
audience nodding in disbelief. 

The reasons according to the 
sponsors of the luncheon for Mr. 
Caras receiVing the award were 
many. 

Throughout the past few years 
Caras has been devoting a great 
deal of his time in promoting the 
sport around the co u n try and 
there are many a college student 
who has been helped in his game 
by Caras' visit to the institutions 
of higher learning. 

"In fac t I think that a great deal 
of the credit for me winning the 
U.S. Open last year," Caras,who 
stands all of 5-7, said, "can be 
traced back to the college kids. 

"You have to remember that 
these kids look at records. Sure 
I won the World's championship 
five tim e s but they ask "What 
have you done lately' and to tell 
you the truth some of them scoff
ed at me when they learned that I 
was eliminated very quickly in 
the 1966 U.S. Open. 

"I think it was this s coffing 
plus a great deal of pride that 
made me practice so hard for 
the comeback I made in the Open 

~ last year." 
-~'"'-'I j,e proud grandfather worked 

out five hours a day with his 
old friend Rocco Carusso from 
Springfield, Pa. 

"I spotted Rocco 50 points 

Prints of 
Billiard Scenes 

• 
Old and Rare 

Books on Billiards 

• 
All the New 

Books on Billiards 

• 
Write Now lor 

Price List 

BILLIARD 
ARCHIVE 
5258 E. 2nd STREET 

Long Beach, Cal. 
90803 

THE MOST TALKED 
ABOUT TABLE 

IN AMERICA TODAY! 

• Big "G"-Hustler and 
~ortsman 

• Unsurpassed in Quality 
and Appearance 

• Available in Sizes: 
4 x 8, 4 % x 9 
and 5 x 10 

• POOl, Snooker or Carom 

• With or Without Gullies 
and Rail Score Markers 

(Continued from Page Four) 
a game and then tried to run as 
many balls as possible against, 
him. I think that this great con
centration of practice which went 
on for over a month finally paid 
off. It got me back into the com
petitive edge that I needed." 

The records show that Caras 
lost his first match in the 1967 
Open but roared back with 11 
straight wins. At the end he 
was the winner of the loser's 
bracket and then had the un
friendly task of facing Luther 
Lassiter. Luther has been un
beaten so for Caras to take the 
championship he would have to 
beat Lassiter twice in a row--

which is no mean task; 
C aIling on his years of ex ,. 

perience Jimmy pulled the cham
pionship out and all Lassiter 
could say was: 

"Look what that little Ole 
man did to me." 

The little ole man that Wimpy 
refers to has been beating the 
best for many a year now. 

Born in Scranton, Caras was 
pushed into the sport by his father 
and by the time he was five he 
was playing on a minature table. 
It wasn't too many years later 
that he was playing the area's 
better players--and on many an 
occasion beating them. 

BBIA NEWS BULLETIN 
(Continued from Page Eleven) 

of BBIA members. Subjects for Jisucssion will be selected follow"" 
tng a survey of BBIA members. 

CLIMAXING THE FIRDAY PROGRAM WILL be the BBIA's 15th 
Annual Industry Service Award Banquet beginning at 7 p.m in 
Sundown Room 1. The cocktail party preceding the banquet will be 
held in the BBIA exhibit area. All BBIA members have been invited 
to nominate candidates for the 1968 Industry Service Award prior 
to March 30. 

PREVIOUS BBIA INDUSTRY SERVICE AWARD WINNERS include 
Jackie Gleason, 1954; Peter DeMet, 1955; the late Mort Luby, 1956; 
Milton J. Raymer, 1957; Frank 1(, Baker, 1958; Joe Wilman, 1959; 
the late John Canelli, 1960; Mrs. Jeannette Knepprath, 1961; Willie 
Mosconi, 1962; Walt Ditzen, 1963; Howard Seehausen, 1964; Eddie 
Elias, 1965; J. Edgar Hoover, 1966, and Oscar Tweeten, 1967. 

FOLLOWING THE INDUSTRY SERVICE AW ARD BANQUET ON May 
10, a special musical show will be presented from 8:45 to 10:15 p.m. 

A LUNCHEON AND FASHION SHOW AT FAMOUS NEIMAN
MARCUS department store in Dallas will feature the ladies' pro
gram on May 10. Buses will leave the Marriott at 10:30 a.m. for 
Neiman-Marcus. The fashion show and luncheon will last from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. The ladies will then be given an hour to shop, 
and the buses will return to the Marriott at 3:30 p.m. 

CONCLUDING THE BBIA CONVENTION PROGRAM on Saturday, 
May 11 will be the annual BBIA business meeting and breakfast 
for members only in Sundown Room 1. The meeting will be pre
ceded from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. by a special entertainment program. 

A TRIP TO THE FABULOUS INN OF THE SIX FLAGS OVER 
TEXAS is scheduled for Saturday afternoon. Buses' will leave the 
Marriott at I p.m., and return at 5:30. 

SPECIAL SLEEPING ROOM RATES OF $14 for singles and $20 
for twins or doubles have been obtained at the Marriott Motor.,Hotel 
for the BBIA's 25th Convention. 

RIPLEY BOWLING DIVISION OF RIPLEY INDUSTRIES, BBIA 
member in St. Louis, has been sold to Vulcan Corporation, BBIA 
member in Cincinnati, Ohio. Ripley will concentrate its efforts 
in the shoe industry. 

THE 1968 WORLD'S POCKET BILLIARD TOURNAMENT, spon
sored by the Billiard Room Proprietors Association of America, 
will be held from April 12 to 19 in the Terrace Ballroom of the stat
ler-Hilton Hotel in New York City. Eight top stars are seeded, in
cluding Champion Luther Lassiter, Jack Breit, Joe Balsis, Irving 
Crane, Frank McGowan, Lou Butera, Art Cranfield, and Cicero 
Murphy. Other players will be participating in a double-elimination 
series of games in a "qualifying round" to be played on Allril 12 
and 13. Players who participate in the qualifying round will be vying 
'for seven open spots in the final round starting on April 14. Eligi
bility for the qualifying round will be determined by the Tournament 
Committee of the BRPAA. Entry fee for the qualifying round event 
is $150, and the seven winners will receive no less than $400 for 
playing in the final six-day round. 

The secret of successin life is known only to those who have not 
succeeded." •••••• J. Churton Collins. 

Got a problem? Call Mr. Fixit at CO 3-6767,5 P.M. to 9 P.M., 
Mondays through Fridays, or, better yet, write him at The Evening 
and Sunday Bulletin, Post Office Box 8700, 30th and Market sts., 
Phila., Pa. 19101. Mr. Fixlt works on many problems and some of 
the answers appear in this column. 

I have ' been searching without success for a set of snooker balls. 
I want to send them to a friend who operates a restaurant in Rome. 
He flies to Malta, once a month, to attend a meeting at his Masonic 
Lodge. 

There is a pool table in one of the lodge rooms. Many years 
ago a British company gave the lodge a set of snooker balls, but 
these have become worn and should be replaced. My friend has 
searched all over Europe for replacements. When he failed to find 
them over there, he asked me to look for a set in the United States. 
He wants a complete set---colored and numbered. 

Mr. Fixit has given yuu the name and phone number of the supplier 
to call for snooker balls. There are different sets, but apparently 
you are looldng for the one with 21 balls plus a cue ball. This set 
sells for $46.05 and has to be ordered so expect to wait two or three 
weeks ·for delivery. 

For those unfamiliar with the game, snooker is similar to bil
lia'rds but 21 smaller balls are used. Fifteen red balls are racked in 
the pyramid space while six varicolored balls are spott~ around the 
table. Each red ball pocketed gives the player one point while the 
colored balls are worth two to seven points. The reds when pocketed 
remain down while the colors are respotted until the reds are all 
down. While playing off the reds one may shoot any color, but after 
the reds are down the colors go off in order--yellow, green, brown, 
blue, pink and black. 

When a player finds the object ball hidden from the cue ball 
he must shoot to a cushion or make a masse shot. This is called 
a snooker--thus the name. 

Reprinted from the February 21st. 1968. issue of 
The PHILADELPHIA BULLETIN 

EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK (Continued from Page Two) 

other under his arm like a born porter and carried them to the 
train, whereupon the stranger h~nded him $20 and went on his merry ' 
way. An interesting end of this story would be to know the name of 
the stranger as some well known figure , but candor will not permit. 

1967 World 

~~~i.~~u;a~sf,~~mpjon "There is no finer table 
says: 

This Year's 'STARDUST OPEN' 
Was Played. As Usual. On 

GANDY'S 'BIG G' 

,"Wimpy" L.assiter, who has just won his second title 
in the World's All-Round Championships in Johnston 
City, 111., practices regularly on a Big G table in his 
own home. One of the greatest players of all-time, 
Wimpy has won the BRPAA World Championships 
and countless other major pocket billiards events. 
Like ' most other champions, Wimpy chooses the Big 
G. Shouldn't the champions ' choice be your choice? 

For Free Brochure ond Prices Write Your Nearest Dealer 
Or Phone (912) 745 ·7621 Or 745·6106 

MACON BILLIARD SUPPLY CO. 
Roy Gandy, President 

510 11th STREET 

MACON, GEORGIA 

P. O. Box 533 

31282 

than Gandy's Big G!" 

Lassiter won the All-Round title on a Big G table. 
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