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assiter-Wins U .• S. Open 

Lassiter Defeats Jack" Jersey Red" 
Breit 'In Final Game 150 to 141 

The Tournament opening game brought together 
the colorful cue wizard from Burbank, California, 
Ronnie Allen» and a newcomer, Dick. Baertsch of 
Minot, North Dakota, a_22-year-old. He was the winner 
recently of the Tri-St ate Billiard Tournament, North 
Dakota, South Dakota and Minnesota. This was the first 
game playeo of the 63 games in the B.C.A. 1969 U.S. 
Open, and it finished at 3.15 a.m. Friday, December 
5th. Lassiter had to defeat Breit twice. 

I talked the telephone with 
my friends Mary and Ed Walters 
of Las Vegas who viewed the 
finals. Ed Walters is the popular 
young cue star and has refereed 
many of our, top cue classics. 
Mary and Ed both stated that this 
was one of the most ' fascinating 
U.S. Open championship tourna
ments they had ever watched from 
the point of view of excitement 
and thrills, especially when Breit 
only needed six balls and Las
siter trapped him, making him 
take three consecutive scratches. 

Other highlights W1:!re Cicero 
Murphy leading Danny DiLiberto 
75 to 1; Diliberto ran 149 and 
out to win the high run prize 
money of the tournament; the 22 
year old Dick Baertsch of North 
Dakota, kept his cool against the 
maneuvering strategy of old pro 

Joe Balsis to win the match 150 
to minus 13. 

When they got down to the semi-
f-i n a I s, Ronnie Allen of Bur- • 
bank, California, Luther Lassi
ter of Elizabeth City, North Car
oline, Jack Breit of Houston, Tex
as, and steve Mizerak of Edison, 
New Jersey, remained undefeated. 
The last three left in the tourna
men t we re Mizerak, Lassiter, 
each having one loss, and Jack 
Breit, no losses. Lassiter played 
Mizerak and defeated Mizerak 150 
to 114, and he defeated Breit in 
the first game 150 to 136. 

In the final game, which was 
televised by A.B.C. Wide World 
of sports and shown over the 
networks on the 13th, Lassiter 
won 150 to 141, and the fans who 
were lucky enough to witness this 

<Continued on Page 6) 

Charlton Wins 1st 
New Zealand 
nSnooker Tourney" 

The week long championship 
tournament started Monday, the 
10th of November and after 12 
sessions concluded on Saturday 
evening, the 15th of November. 
The modest Aussie, Eddie Charl
ton of Sydney, Australia, defeated 
his fellow Australian, Warren 
Simpson. In the last four frames 
Charlton'S sudden burst allowed 
him to dictate play for the rest of 
the f1Dals. We would like yOU to 

The Jack & Jill Cue Club's 
1970 Annual U.S. Invita
t ion a 1 13 Player Round 
Robin, Opening Date Fri
day, January 16th through 
Sunday January 25th. 

I received a letter fl'om the top 
stockholder in the Jack & Jill 
Cue Club, Bill "Weenie Beanie" 
Staton, who was "hustled" into 
pool. ~e also got his nickname 
"Weenie Beanie" froIl! another 
pool player. He owned a chain of 
combination Bean and Hot Dog 

(Continued on P age 4) 

read the clipping from the Auck
land Herald of the first session, 
second session and the third ses
s ion of the finals. The other article 
the feature story, is by Phil 
W iikins and is from the Sydney 
Morning Herald. 

Reprinted from The AucklandStar 

THE MAN WITH THE MAGIC 
TOUCH CHASING 147 

Wo r ld match val, snooker 
champion, Eddie Charlton (Aus

has been described as "a 

- - he won this with norm Squire 
-- Charlton has this year taken 

. the New South . Wales open and 
professional snooker champion
ships, the Commonwealth open 
title, and the AustraUan profes
sional snooker championship. 

Simpson is rated one ofthe most 
entertaining performers in the 
game of snooker. 

The AustraUan open snooker 
champion, he is a former brill
iant amateur who won seven New 
South Wales and two Australian 
titles. 

Eddie Charlton, Sidney Australian 
dedicated player whose artlstryin 
snooker lifts the g a-m e into the 
realms of sheer magic." 

Yet Charlton has never succeed
ed in attaining the "magic" pos 
sible of 147! 

He has come close three times 
however, scoring 143 on each oc
casion. 

One of Charlton's most out
s tanding feats was when he cleared 
the table in consecutive games 
for a total of 272 (137 and 131i) 
out of a po~sible 294 without his 
opponents gaining a shot! 

Now only 39 -- WarrenSimpson 
(Australia) at 47 is the next young
est of the four competing in next 
weeks Australasian snooker 
championships - - Charlton has an 
impressive array of titles be~nd 
him. 

Besides the world team's title 

CHARLTON'S CUE TOO HOT 
FOR SIMPSON 

Eddie Charlton led his fellow 
Australian Warren Simpson, 4-3 , 
after seven frames of their 21-
frame match in the Rothmans 
sponsored Australasian profes
sional snooker championship at the 
Auckland YMCA last night. 

Safe play was a priority in 
the first frame, which Simpson 
took 44-27. 

In the second frame Charl
ton, with the score of 0-0 let 
loose and piled on 85 which could 
have been more had a rednotnar
rowly missed a corner pocket. 

Simpson, down 25-85, conceded 
the frame with all the colours 
still on the table -. as he did with 
the next two frames. 

/ 

CharltOn's turns at the table 
(Continued on Page 3) 



Editor's 
Notebook 

by EARL NEWBY 

Larry "Boston Shorty" JGhnson won the second Annual U.S. Open 
3-Cushion Billiard Championship recently at Jacy's Billiard Academy, 
3~-02 Main Street, l!'lushing, N.Y. 11354, by defeating Donnelly of De
troit. Larry defeated a very strong field and left New York with his 
stroke red hot, carrying as a passenger in his car, Al "The Poet" 
Coslosky, for exhibitions at the Spencer River Road Bowling & Billiards 
in Jennings, Missouri. The sponsor and m~ager forthis exhibition was 
Danny Cahill, who for many years has been a very popular Billiard Sup
ply sales executive with A. Schmidt & Company of st. Louis. Unfor
tunat.ely, on the way west J ohnson and Coslosky :-vere driving in to the 
1irst freezing and severe cold weather, and lot and behold! the heater 
in the car went on a strike and ~topped working. When they arrived at 
their destination it was so cold their teeth were chattering. However, 
they put on a wonderful exhibition for Danny Cahill and all his fans -in the 
Jennings, Missouri, area. Then they left for Phoenix and when they got 
as far as Tulsa, Oklahoma, more bad luck. Shorty had to leave his car 
there for repairs and they flew the rest of their way to Phoenix .• After 
the Tournament at Frank Pritchard's Family Fun Mart Billiard Lounge 
in Phoenix, where Shorty finished second to Jack Breit, Coslosky and 
Shorty "bussed" in to Las Vegas, and after the B.C.A. Grand Billiard 
finale wat> over, Coslosky travelled to Los Angeles. Boston Shorty 
went to Oklahoma to pick up his car to return to his home in Boston, 
Mass. 

Your ;Editor has learned that the next year's championship in Down 
Under will not start until March 1970. The National Billiard News will 
always give this splendid Billiard and Snooker professional, Eddie Char
lton of Sydney, Australia, news coverage. 

The B.C.A. U.s. OPEN Championship 14-1 straight Pool Tournament 
held at the Sahara Hotel, Las Vegas, Nevada, November 30th through 
December 4th, 1969, was a great event and won by Luther "Wimpy" 
Lassiter over Jack Breit. This was the first time that this great cue 
classic has not been played on Brunswick "Gold Crown" tables. The 
tables used were "Top Line" billiard tables manufactured by the Na
tional Billiard Manufacturing Company, 3956 Virginia Avenue, "Fair
fax," Cincinnati, OH. 45227. The billiard cloth used on these tables, 
courtesy of H.W.T. Mall, was Simoniss #2 imported bUliard cloth from 
Belgium, and the balls were Hyatt Vitalite grade type of bUliard balls, 
courtesy of the Albany BUliard Ball Company of Albany, N.Y. The Na
tional Billiard Manufacturing Company has handed down from father to 
son the tradition of custom crafting professional billiard tables 'since 
1880. The present owner is Mr. R.-Gunklack. He is a very active mem
ber of the B.B.I.A., also past president of the B.C.A. 

After this great cue classic was over the cue stars all scattered. Some 
went home and some went to Los Angeles, California, for the World's 
Invitational 14-1 tourney sponsored by Fred Whalen, which opens Janu
ary 30th through February 21st, 1970,attheElks Club, 607 South Park
view Avenue, Los Angeles, CA., 90057. Kelly, DiLiberto, Allen and 
Richie Florence are in California; Jack Breit is in San Diego, Ca., Cos
losky and Don Watson are at The BUliard Palace, 16523 Bellflower 
Boulevard, Bellflower, CA., 90706. Verne Peterson is the owner of this 
fine bUliard lounge. Lassiter returned home to Elizabeth City, North 
Carolina, before his next engagement in the Los Angeles cue show. 

Proprietors who want Luther Lassiter to play in their bUliard lounge 
or centers, please contact Al MUler, "Wimpy's" booking agent. Address 

·Mr. Al Miller, 1417 Erie street, RaCine, Wisconsin, 53402. 
We send our deepest sympathy to Lawton Livingston and family and 

friends. Mrs. Lawton LiVingston passed away on December 7th, 1969. 
We also extend deep sympathy to the W1lliam Angle family. Mr. Angle 

was a regular pool player at Newby's Billiard Academy for years. He 
was a former bell hop at the Benjamin Franklin Hotel, 9tl1 & Chestnut 
Streets, Philadelphia. His favorite billiard game was 14-1 straight pool. 
However, the last four or five years he started to playa lot of one
pocket bill1ards. He and his buddy, Jim Bowie, would have three and four 
hour sessions. They would always have a side bet - the loser would have 
to treat the winner to breakfast. Bowie was the better player but Angle 
would try ever so hard to out-maneuver the "Jim Bowie." The serious
ness of Bowie and Angle while playing would get a large audience from 
the patrons who played at Newby's Billiard Academy. When Angle 
would get the best o~ his buddy, Bowie, and make a spectacular shot and 
win a game, he would become overjoyed and would call out "It's that 
Old Time Religion" and his remarks would get a big laugh from the 
spectators. 

Last night whUe I was working at the Times Control desk several 
players told me they missed B111 Angle,-Bobby Krause, Lou Herman, 
Artie of Pierson's Sporting Goods concern, Albert Farlow and Bob 
White. -
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Dorothy Wise Defeats Geraldine Titcomb 
, 

To Remain Custodian Of 1969 Women's B.C.A. Open 
B.C.A. 0pen, aras won 
2nd B.C.A. Open. Balsis 
won 3rd E.C.A. Open, and 
the 4th was won by the 
mighty Luther Lassiter. 
But a lot of different 
names- do not appear in 
the Women's Tourna
ments. The first year 
it was Dorothy Wise, the 
sec 0 n dye a r it was 
Dorothy Wise, and you 
guessed it, this year was 
the same -- Dorothy 
Wise. We will just call 
her the Custodian of the Women's 
cue artistry of the World. This 
year was just like all the other 
years, an easy one, very easy. 
But we want to congratulate all 

.~ 

Dorothy Wise Wins Women's u.s. Open 
GERAtOINE TITCOMB 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
Chicago Metro Champion 

Mrs. Titcomb, at 28, is playing in her 
third U.S. Open by virtue of her win 
in the tough Chicago Metro over 13 
contestants and here she averaged 
1.75 balls per inning. . 

the other young cue stars who 
are improving -- all champions 
must lose some time. In the eleven 
entries who faced Dorothy in the 
1969 cue show, we note that there 
are some new possibilities on the 
horizon, but only one becomes that 
good. e will have to tell all our 
readers that Dorothy 1s much the 
best; the record clearly speaks for 
itself. We can remember that San 
Lynn Merrick was the one that 
came closest to winning from 
Dorothy: I think she needed 7 

SAN LYNN MERRICK 
Prairie Village, Kansas 

1968 U.S. Open Runn!l!r-Up 
San Lynn is a 30-year-old Kansas City 
School Teacher, who finished 2nd to 
Dorothy Wise in '67 and '68. Miss 
Merrick was ACU intercollegiate coed 
billiard champ in '62, playing for 
Purdue Univ. Featured on Minneapolis 
TV show and appears on billiard ex
hibitions. 

JEAN ANN CARDWELL 
Lansing. Michipn 

Pro-Open Champion 
Jean Ann, 23. a registered nurse, has 
been playi,. five years, _ runner
up in the '69 Michigan,Open. In 1968 
she won the Wisconsin Championship; 
in 1967 won the Michigan Champion
ship. Her high run was 28. 

poi n t s. However, that lovable 
Dorothy, who by the way is a 
grandmother, just refuses to be 
a loser. 

We would like to quote the late 
great George Jansco. In a tele
phone conversation he and I had, 
he said "we alreadycrownedDor
othy Wise." The tournament had 
not even started yet. I burst out 
laughing and said, "Buddy, aren't 
you a little ahead of the time?" 
H.e ,replied, " I watched her prac
tice yesterday and she was hitting 
those balls so soft and she had 
such a beautiful delicate stroke. I 
mean it was feminine, and she 
could pinpoint the white or cue 

l ball in her position play, and 
having lookeo over all the other 
women entries, I just automatical-

ly give her the championship." 
George Jansco loved her game. 
Don't get us wrong. There are 
many people in the B.B.I.A., and 
the B.C.A. who also admire Dor
othy's game. Of course, I always 
write from results. I am a strong 
believer in results. So that makes 
me very high on her game. 

Since the above was written we 
have received a telephone call 
from .Joe Russo, the popular Bil
liard Proprietor and player of 
Gold Crown Bill,,'i ;U:l.1i4~""".J:J~II...-';;:';';;;:;;';;;:;;;".j 
street, Trenton, N.J., who flew 
back east after the B.C.A. Tourna-

KARIN MARTINEZ 
Detroit, Michigan 

Michigan Open Champ 
Karin, age 26, was born in Stuttgart, 
Germany, and has been playing for 
four years. Was the Michigan Champ 
in '68 and '69. Helps her husband 
run their billiard room in Warren, 
Michigan. 

ment at the Sahara Hotel. Joe 
Balsis was also a passenger re
turning home after being very un-

(Continued on P a ge 3) 
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SNOOKER T.OURNEY CHAMP 
~onsistently produced breaks of 
20 to 30 at this stage. 

Simpson reversed the position 
in the fifth frame. Down 18-54, 
Charlton played an impatient shot 
on the last red and potted the 
black by mistake. He conceded the 
frame. 

An unlucky ball off the jaw by 
Simpson resulted in a 57 break for 
Char lton in the nextframe and this 
time Simpson conceded with a red 
left. 

Charlton conceded the las-t 
frame with three reds still on the 
table when he was down, 2 -54. 
With Charlton leading, the score 
sor far is, 27-44, 85-25, 74-15, 
74-18, 18-61, 83-20, 2-54. 

The game will be continued at 
noon today. 

Eddie Charlton beat Clark Mc
Conachy, nlne frames to two, in 

I the afternoon session, after lead
ing 4-0 from Thursday night. 

Charlton gave the veteran no 
chance when play resumed yes
terday, winning four frames iIi a 
row tb lead 8 -0 • . 

McConachy fought back to take I 

the next two, 57-45 and 61-47 
but the last was Charlton's 55-41. 

Charlton finished the event $500 
the richer, with $400 for winning 
it and an extra $100 for scoring 
the highest break of 88. 

Simpson won $300 for second 
place, Norman Squir e (Australia), 
$250 for third and Clard McCon
achy (New Zealand), $200 for 
fourth. 

EDDIE CHARLTON 

GAIN DOUBTFUL 
Whether or not the Auckland 

Billiards ASSOCiation, which show
ed considerable initiative in or
ganizing this inaugural event 
(backed by Rothmans sponsorship) 
ended the richer, is open to doubt. 

The crowds through the six days 
were disappointing, certainly not 
large enough to pay due tribute 
to much magnificent snooker, es
pecially from Charlton. 

Simpson, who started the week 
in magnificent form with his fluent, 
effortless style, could not stay with 
the improving Charlton inthe final. 

Simpson was 3-4 down after the 
first seSSion, 5-9 down after the 
second and just could not keep 
pace with the magnificent Charlton. 

There was a flurry of interest 
on Saturday evening when Simpson 
won the 16th frame to pull up to 
6-10, but Charlton ended the event 
with a superb flourish. 

Simpson led 25-8 when he missed 
a forCing shot at the green. With 
-eight reds left on the table Charl
ton expertly potted them all and 
cleared the table to finish trium- , 
phantly with an 83 break-perhaps 
the best run of the whole tourna
ment for he never looked like miss
ing any of the balls. 

As so often happens, what luch 

WOMENS OPEN 
(Continued from Page 2 ) 

lucky in his try in the B.C.A. 
Open. Bals is told Russo that Ger-

...... _~dine Titcomb had been appointed 
a memher of the Advisory staff 
to give exhibitions for the Bruns
wick Corporation. I would like to 
congratulate Ge raldine Titcomb 
and wish her well in her new posi
tion. 

PEGGI BA'tGOYEN 
Lansing, Michigan 

• '69 Midwest.Open . 
Candace· "Peggi" . Balgoyen, is a 22· 
year·old secretary at the Owens . Itli· 
nois Glass Co. Finished 3 arid 4 in 
Mich igan Open in '67 and '68. Peggi 
is single, and has been playing · just 
two years. 

that was abo\!t during the final 
tended to run against the man 
struggling to find form. In sev
eral cases the cue ball travelled 
half an inch too far and prevented 
Simpson from putting together 
breaks big enough to hold back 
Charton. 

However, Charlton could not be 
described aw a lucky winner. In 
the crttfeal second session of the 
final, which he started leading4-3, 
Charlton scored two 70s in the 
first three frames. 

Victories in these carried him to 
a 7-3 lead and although Simpson 
fought back to take two of the next 
four frames that sudden burst by 
Charlton allowed him -to dictate 
play for the rest of the final. 

Eddie Charlton won five of the 
seven frames played this after
noon in the Rothmans sponsored 
Australasian professional snooker 
championships, putting him in a 
very strong position to win the 
final, with a lead of nine frames 
to five overhis opponent, fellow 
Australian Warren Simpson. 

Charlton, leading overnight in 
the 21-frame final by four frames 
to three, scored a 70 break in 
the opening frame this afternoon, 
to win 88-8. 

With the score at 18-8 to Charl
ton Simpson played a red, and the 
white dropped into the centre poc
ket. 

Char lton, playing from in-hand 
potted the remaining 11 red balls 
on the table with colours, and 
started on the remaining six col
ours. He 'Potted the yellow for a 
break of 70, but narrowly missed 
the green. 

However, Simpson was snook
ered on the green. 

He . got out of the snooker, but 
left the green on the 'edge of a 
pocket, leaving Charlton an easy 
pot, and Simpson conceded the 
game. 

The second frame was closer, 
although neither player could work 
up a high break. 

Charlton potted' the last red, the 
yellow, the green and the brown 
but 11llrrowly missed a blue to the 
centr~ pocket. . ' 

T his left the score at 55 to 
·43 in Ch\!.rlton's favour. 

A eouple of shots later, with . 
. the blue · potteq a nd the score at.' 

60-43 to Charlton, Simpson nearly 
sRookered behind the black, put . 
lt rolled ·an inch c-iear ,'. enabling 
Charlton t<? pot the ' pink and win 

66-43, 
Charlton ran the third frame out 

with a 71 break after Simpson had 
gone in-Off, and took the frame 96· . 
14. 

The fourth frame began uneven· 
fully till Simpson scored a 34 
break (his best for the afternoon) 
which put him in the lead 44-28. 

However, Charlton crept up to 
lead 57-i4. 

With the score at 62-51 in Char
lton's favour, and only the pink 
and black left on the table, Charl
ton missed the pink. 

Simpson cleared the table to win 
70-62. 

In the fifth frame Charlton open
ed with a break of 36, and then 
with a series of minor breaka 
built the score up to 70-17, while 
Simpson could not get- going, and 
was having very bad luck witp the 
run of the balls. 

Simpson conced~d this game with 
a couple of reds still on the table. 

Halfway through the sixth frame 
the game went sour on Charlton, 
and Simpson played two brilliant 
snookers and Charlton missed 
both. 

Simpson followed up with more 
snookers which Charlton got outof 
with excellent shots, but Charl
ton could not get a grip on the 
game. 

Simpson took the frame 73-44. 
In the last frame Charltonscor

ed a 46 break and after Simpson 
played a foul shot making the score 
50-0 against him, he more or less 
gave up. 

Charlton eventually won 91-35 • 
With seven frames to be played 

this evening Simpson needs to win 
six of the remaining seven frames 
to take the title. 

Before this afternoon's session 
began Charlton said he was faIrly 
pleased · with his game, but would 
like to be a little more consistent. 

BAD LUCK 
Siinpson, dogged by a lot of bad 

luck during the seSSion, was in no 
way disheartened--"I can still do 
it," he said. 

CHARL TON wn:s SNOOKER 
' . Eddie Charlton, who learned to 
play snooker at linage when young
sters. are getting ,to grips. with 
marbles~- he was something of a n 

.infant prodigy who pla'yed his # rst 
exhbltion against the great Walter 
Lindrum . at 11 ·years· ol age-__ 
·became the ·fi rst hOlderoftheAus ;, 
tralasian· professional
tit~e on Saturday night. 

t-. 

snooker 

Breit Wins 1969 B.C.A. Qualifying 
Arizona State Breit Defeats Johnson 
In -Finals With A 78 and Out 

The A r i z 0 n a S tat e 
B. C.A. Qualifying tourna
ment was held at the Fam
ily Fun Mart Bill i a r d 
Lounge. 707 East Indian 
S c h 0 0 I Road, Phoenix. 
A:t:izona, s p 0 n s 0 red by 
that popular business man 
and sportsman, Frank S. 
P r i t c h a r d, d uri n g 
Thanksgiving week. Mr. 
Pritchard is the ow-ne r of 
another beautiful cue 
lounge in Phoenix. 

On Thanksgiving Day we learn~d 
that Mr. Pritchard was the hosf at 
Kelly's Restaurant for all the en
tries taking part in the Women's 
and Men's B.C.A. Qualifying Tour
nament. I received a telephone call 
from Mr, Al Coslosky during the 
cocktail period and I would lik~ to 
tell all my readers of all the laugh
te r and good fellowship I could hear 
in the background. When Ianswer
ed the telephone a voice bellOWed 
out "Newby, you should be here. 
This man Pritchard is the great
est. I have been to many tourna
ments and pocket billiard classics 
but this one will go down in my 
mind as one of the best I have. 

'ever attended." Sax Dal Porto, 
the popular billiard room proprie
tor from California, (whose lovely 
wife Evelyn was one of the entries 
in the Women's 14-1 Division of -
the B.C.A. Tournament) was heard 
telling everybody "this was the 
best run and regulated tournament 
he had ever seen or been in." The 
players were wonderful to all the 
customers and the local people who 
were refereeinp:. 

I would like you fans to look at 
the Pairing Chart of the B.C.A. 's 
qualifying Men's 14 - 1 Division 
A rizona State that was held at the 
Family Fun Ma rt Thanksgiving 
Week. This chart lists the entries 
and who won and who lost each 
and every match. Larry Johnson, 
the cue artist from Boston, Mass., 
had a score of 136 to Breit's 72 · 
and that rascal Jack "Jersey Red" 
Breit stepped to the table and ran 
a 75 and out. By wiiming, the "Red 
Raider" went on to be No.2 fin
isher in the U.S. Open finals at 
the Sahara. A L COSLOSKY 

RONNIE ALLEN F INI SHD 5th INB CA 
/ 
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J k &. Jell pool table and put it in the base-
Ge., '. I 'ment of his 'home; practiced for 
• " ' , ., , 1}1x mot;lths" 6 ~ 8 hours a day or (,' .ue Club ": . all the, tim" he could spare from 

'. "Boston Shorty" Is Lift'fe Man 
" ·WfthAf Big f1eart .' . " . ,: ,taking care '01 his business c'ha1n. 

(Continued froPl Page: 1) , When tie returned to the pool par-
~tands ' and' ,one' night brs secre'~ , lor where he ,first got hustled, the 
tary phoned .. to say ;that one Qf the hustler.'called"Hey, Wee~iI:'Bean
night ~h1ft cooks, who was known ie." ' pe ,had learned that Staton 
to come to' work with his 2-piece owned a ~ha1n of ~ean and Hot Dog 
cue, had not reported for Jhe night restaurants. So this is how the soft 
shift. So Stilton took off in his spoken Wouthernbusinessmanand 
expensive foreign sports car to 
find him. He made a couple of 
short cuts to the local pool hall 
and when he entered was greet
ed by his short order night cook 
with "Boss, I'll be right wit~ you 
in about 20 minutes more. I'm 
cleaning this "genzl" (sucker).,f 

There have been many stories 
told about just how Staton got bit
ten by the pool bug. He told me he 
was the victim of a pool shark. He 
was fresh out of college and stop
ped in a pool hall. A new owner 
had just bought it and had it new
ly re-decorated. It was spotlessly 
c lean. Staton liked it because his 
motto is cleanliness in his chain 
of Weenie Beanie Drive-in Res
taurants. This first stop was sim
ply looking it over,- it had all new 
beautiful cloth on the table, new 
pocket leathers and pocket red 
trim, also all the tables had been 
re-finished and varnished, new 
balls on all the tables, new lights, 
new bridges , new cues, the floor 
done with a nice new covering, he 
was quite impressed. One of the 
local cue best was standing in 
front of a mirror combing his hair, 
looking for his next victim. He saw 
Staton and put the "hustle" on 
him, saying "Buddy, how about a 
sociable game of pool for $1.00 
side bet or so. " Before Staton 
realized what was happening he 
was busted - flat broke, his bank 
roll gone. He had been "hustled." 
His college education helped Sta
ton. He went and bought a new 

sportsman received his nickname. 
Bm Staton ,is living a .r ich life •. 

His home is in Fort 'Lauderdale, 
Florida. He is married, has a love
ly wife and three chidren. 

New Teaching 
Method Devised 
By Joe Stone 

By JOE MARCUS 
Contributing Editor 

Joe Stone, who not only was a 
great three-cushion player but a 
keen student of the game"has de
vised a new, and successful way of 
teaching the game to men, women 
and children. " _ 

Now the instructor of the Stone
Monoco School of Billiards at 
Broadway Billiards in Manhattan 
Joe explained his process: 

"Insteao of just demonstrating 
the key shots in both three-cush
ion and straight billiards we use 
instruction films and charts. Then 
we let the stUdents try to dupli
cate the shots from the charts 
we get them and the pupil learns 
the sport much quicker. 

"In a survey of our students, 
all of whom then take part in 
league play, they have indicated 
that this type of instruction has 
done more for them then just the • 
idea of watching someone do it." 

The Stone-Monoco S c h 0 0 1 is 
ready to e xp and into other loca
tions with its new system. 

,'-,-

BY .JOE MARCUS 
Contriputtng Editor 

The . little man with the , 
big. heart has once again ' 
demonstrated ' one fact ,-
that it doesn't take great 
pnysicalbrute strength to 
win a national champion
ship in three-cushion bil
liards. 

Larry (Boston Shorty) 
Johnson came roaring out 
of the losers bracket to 
win the second annual U.S. 
Open Three-Cushion Bil
liard C ham p ion S hip s 
which were held by James 
Cattrano Sr. at his Jacy's 
Academy in Flushing. 
New York Nov. 10-14. 

This was Boston Shor
ty's second straight title 
and it was by no means 
a cake walk. 

Johnson, who h ail s 
from Cambridge, Mass., 
was engaged in a violent 
struggle wit h 13 other 
players inCluding the 
eventual runnerup Mike 
Donnelly who had won the 
Motor City Open Three
Cushion crown last year. 

The two loss and out tourna
ment ,was an exciting one with 
several very good matches. 

There were impress ive per
fo rmances by many in the field 
and only for some top upsets 

COMING EVE TS 
AT THE 

JACK AND JILL CUE CLUB 
• 1970 U.S. ,INVITATIONAL 

ROUND ROBIN 
NINE BALL TOURNAMENT 

JAN. 16th THRU JAN. 25th 
ROUND ROSIN BY INVITATION ONLY 

LIMITED TO 13 PLAYERS 

• 

ROUND ROSIN SY I ':' 
MENS LIMITED TO r·:· ':.: 

WOMENS OPEN TO A 
• FOR FURTHER I'N'FORMATION CONTACT BILL "Weeny 

Beenie" STATON OR CHARLES DeVALLIERE AT THE JACK 
& JILL CUE CLUB, 2707 S. WAKEFIELD ST., ARLINGTON, 
VA. 22206. -PHONE 703-931-7671 ~ 

along the way it looked like such 
as Abe Rosen and Jimmy Cat
trano Jr. would make a run for 
the coveted title. 

Let's take a look at how John
son and Donnelly reached their 
dramatic playoff. 

In his first . match Johnson took 
82 innings to defeat Richard Blum
berg, the Ohio Three-Cushion 
champ, 50-32. Meanwhile Donnelly 
had an easy game against William 
Horn, winning 50-25 in 77 innings. 

Johnson then went on to defeat 
Brown, 50-38 in 69 innings while 
Donnelly was extended to 92 inn
ings before downing Hal Rooff, 
50-42. Rooff it may be recalled 
gained national fame in three
cushion billiards when he defeated 
the late Arthur Rubin 18 years ago 
in the Eastern Championships. 

Boston Shorty's next match came 
against Danny (Young Greenleaf) 
Gartner, who is better known for 
his straight pool ventures. The 
match went 75 innings with Bos
ton Shorty winning 50-33. Mean-

OF THE MONTH 

while Donnelly had a rugged match 
against Jimmie Cattrano, 1 as t 
year's runnerup, before winning 
50-48 in 72 innings. 

The stage was then set for the . 
semifinals between Donnelly and 
Johnson with the winner sitting 
back and waiting for ttae--~s 
bracket finale. 

Donnelly came through with a 
50-39 win in 79 innings and sent 
Boston Shorty into the loser's 
bracket. 

But the game champion put on 
a tremendous show and defeated 
Abe Rosen, 50-46 in 70 innings to 
get another shot at Donnelly. 

All Donnelly needed was one win 
in two matches but nothing could 
stop the determination of Boston 
Shorty. 

It took Shorty only 58 innings 
to post a 50-21 win and send the 
title playoff to one game which 
he needed 61 innings to come out 
with a big 50-24 win. 

ICongratulations to Boston Shor
ty--the man with the big heart. 

by 

Myron Zownir 

~L -----* ------ 0 ---...::,--- , --- --- tJ ~ - -c:::> " , 
I ~ ~ 
~ O~ 

.. , that anyone can master with a little practice 
No.1 -- BANK SHOT THROUGH DIXIE CUP. 

Set up cue ball and object ball as shown. Place cup about 12 inches 
from cue ball, and in the path that the cue ball will take to make the 
bank. Using no English, slightly high ball, moderate hard stroke, shoot 

................ ,:,. __ ... _______________ .... ____ .. ____ .. ! int~ h'QlIPIo ~ (i:up !wU1 £lill GlVeIl arul. cue balbwJ.l1, p •. eceed.to-make the-shot. 

/ 
/ 
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Whitlo.w Wins Illinois State B.C.A. Qualifying Tournament 
Tournament Dtrector, Fra.nkO ' ft 

for the great publicityand upgrad
ing of our sport of billiards in 
the fabulous Windy City on the 

Whitlow Defeats Thompson 125 to 63 in Finals. 

That real pro, Al Whit- sportsman ana a fine 
low from Detroit, Michi- po c ke t bJ-lliard player, 
gan, won the B.C.A.Qua- ref~ree · of the 10-20 
lifying, To urn arne n t, pocket billiard tourna
sponsored by Walter ment in Chicago. Thefab
Hoffman, owner of the ulous Hall of Fame and 13 
House of LO,rds Billiards, times World's Champion 
4212 North Harlem Ave., Willie Mosconi was the 
Norridge, Illinois,60634. promoter with DeMet, 
The Director of this and James Caras, five 
Tournament was that able times World's Champion 
and energetic insurance was a contestant. The 
ex e cut i ve, F ran k D. "School Teacher" Steve 
Oliva, who also is a Mizerak of Edison, N.J., 

Selection Large 
of Custodl 
Made cues 

o E _ F 

STYLE 

... - ..-

was the winner of the 
10-20 television program 
in Chicago. 

Al Whitlow from Detroit won a 
berth in the B.C.A., U.S. Open by 
defeating Babe Thompson from 
Kenosha, Wisconsin, but not before 
the Red Head had thrown a real 
scare into him. Whitlow went into 
the championship games from the 
winners practice ran 84 balls and 
scratch. Yet he lost to Thompson 
125 to 13. Thompson had runs of 
30, 30 and 31, which goes to prove 
that it is not always the big runs 
that wins games. In the second 

J 

PRJCE Priced From S22~0 to S9500 
A , , " ,.,. " , " , " , " ' •... ' .,' , $ 22.50 

" 

Send for FREE 
Color Brochure 

. 

B, C, D, E , , , , .. ... , . , , , , , • , • , , " 27.50 

F, G " ' , " ,",'.,'.,'.,', ... ,., 35.50 
H "" .. , ' . . ,. ,", . " .. ,.,"',. 44.00 
I .,.". , .. ,', . . , .. . , .. , .. ,., '" 60.00 
J, K "., ..... , ', .. ".".,"",.' 80.00 
J {without Mother of Pearl inlays' '" 65.00 
K {without Moth.r of Pea rl inlays' . ,' , 95 .00 

EXPERT RIPA-IRS ON POPULAR BRAND CUES 

game, however, Whitlow, who had shores of Lake Michigan, by the 
been the most consistent playe r in wr ite- up in the Chicago Tribune. 
the tournament, won the tourna- It is hard to measure the effect 
ment by a score of 125 to 63. _ that this article had in upgrading 

Whitlow received $400 plus an 
entry fee to the U.S. Open. Red 
Thompson, 2nd place, received 
$200. 3rd place was Peter Tasaki. 
He won $100. The 4th place went 
to Tod Covington, who won$50.00. 
The high run prize of $75.00 went 
to Al Whitlow for 83. 

I would personally like to thank 
the owner, Walter Hoffman, and 

Letters 

the image of Pocket Billiards 
throughout the states and cities 
wbere this famous newspaper is 
circulated. 

In conclusion we want to thank 
Frank Oliva, the Director of this 
Tournament, for mailing in a blue 
ribbon detailed pairing chart. This 
is the ' finest and most efficient 
that we have received to date. 

with the competition throughout the 
United states in pocket billiards. I 

Dear Mrs. Hyde: was also very interested in the re-
Enclosed is a check for payment cent article on snooker. I would 

of my subscription to the National like, if poSSible, to have more ar
Billiard News through January of ticles and information on the three 
1971. cushion version of the game, both 

Please thank Mr. Newby for me i ere in the U.S. and in international 
for publishing a most interesting ::ompetition. 
and informative paper. It Is the 
only way anyone can keep in touch 

Sincerely, 
Robert E. Jewett 

~.A~ •• ~A •• AA~.~H.~.~"A •• ~~~~~~~:', 
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~: . TO YOU, AND YOU, :~ 
~i AND ESPECIALLY YOU ! ~e 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ In the spirit of the season. we take thought of our l:' 
:-: many friends . with renewed appreciation to our .. 
:41: patJ~ons for their loyalty and trust. May the holi- :.: 
10: days hold all good things for you, ~ 
~ ~ 
~j From the Staff and Management of l: 
~ EWS ~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ;c: 1035 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19107 !~ 
~ ~ 
~: ; .... 
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OMPLETEBC.A 1969 • 

Lassiter Wins B.C.A. u.s. Open 

1969 B.C.A. U.S. Open cue classic 
will never forget those final 62nd 
and 63rd games, and in all the 
h1story of all the tournaments 
throughout the world, this will 
probably be talked about forever 
as the most hard fought with many 
a tricky maneuver by the two great 
cue stars. 

In my opinion, Jack Breit used 
every possible trick in the book 
that he knew to deth ro ne that 
rascal, Lassiter, but the southern 
gentleman, Lassiter, would have 
none of that. 

Lassiter's first match in this 
championship was a revenge one 
over the Golden Greek, Jimmie 
Caras, five times World's Cham
pion and still World's Champion 
on a 5 x 10 table. It was in the st. 
Louis U.S. Open Lassiter was 

leading the Tournament with no 
de f eat s. At the finals Jimmie 
Caras knocked him off both games. 
This is why we tell you this is 
like a revenge win. The referee, 
Al Coslosky, called in on the tele
phone and told me that Caras 
should have won. However. we 
got the right results. 

There were so many fine games 
that we do not have space to give 
each cue star the complete write
up which he deserves. However, 
we ask all of our readers to read 
the chart showing who won and who 
lost in the 63 games of this cue 
classic, and also to read the other 
chart of who won the first match 
to the 63rdo 

Please notice the reprint of the 
Las Vegas Review Journal write
up under the headline "Old Mas
ter" Lessiter strokes way to vic
tory. 

DA Y Di LIB E RTO HAS HIGH RUN - 149 

;' 

The WINNERS OF THE MATCHES FROM THE 1st IOTHE 63rd 0 
1. Allen 
2. pope 
3. West 
4. Whitlow 
5. Kelly 
6. Gartner 
7. Barrett 
8. Lassiter 
9. Colavita 

10. Russo 
11. DiLiberto 
12. Breit 
13. Butera 
14. Crane 
15. Mizerak 
16. Johnson 
17. Baertsch 
18. Balsis 
19. Kinman 
20. Caras 
21. Murphy 
22. Peterson 
23. Thompson 
24. Kollins 
25. Allen 
26. Whitlow 
27. Kelly 
28. Lassiter 
29. Cola vita 
30. Breit 
31. Crane 
32. Mizerak 
33. Baertsch 
34. Balsis 
35. Gartner 
36: Caras 
37. Murphy 
38. DiLiberto 
39. Thompson 
40. Kollins 
41. Allen 
42. Lassiter 
43. Breit 
44. Mizerak 
45. Baertsch 
46. Gartner 
47. DiLiberto 
48. Kollins 

MEN'S 14.1 DIVISION 

PAIRING CHA·RT 

LASSITER 

LASSITER 

~LLY 

E. KELLY 

57 
ALLEN 

MIZERAK 

MIZERAK _-:-.s_8 __ ~\ 
CRANE 

IMRESCH 
WHInOW 41r 

COLAVITA 

MIZERAK 

WHInOW 

. KOLLINS 
$% 

MIZERAK 

BA!IITSCH 

:u 
D. POPt: 

15 

D. WEST 

BARRETT 

DILIBERTO 

THOMPSON 

" 

,JOHNSON 

Jach • Jerse y Reds' B 

BAERTSCH 

'7 

AMADEO 

DISANTIS 

If 

BALSIS 

'McGEHEAN 

/1 

KINMAN 

RELIHAN 

:20 

E. McGEHEAN 

H. BAum 
1 B~ 

2t 
.J. CARAS 

<wrl I ~ I '--_____ ~.J LAI 

C. MURPHY 

2.1 

L. LISoCIOTTI 

V. PETERSON 

22, 

'R. MARTIN 

THOMPSON 

~j 

J, ERV~ 
T. KOLLINS 

~.y 

MUNSON 
L. JOHNSON · 
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S. OPEN 1969 RESULTS 
THE B.C.A. 1969 U.S. OPEN AT LAS VEGAS 

49 . Whitlow 
50. Kelly 
51. DiLiberto 
52. Mizerak 
53. Lassiter 
54. Breit , 
55. Kelly 
56. Mizerak 
57. Allen 

58. Mizerak 
59. Breit 
60. Mizerak 
61. Lassiter 
62. Lassiter 
63. & Final - Lassiter 

* * * 
Look at the pairing chart to 

see who lost. 

'Old Master' Lassiter 
Strokes Way T ~ Victory 

Reprint from the Las 
Vegas Review J ournal. 

The Old Master did it again. 
Luther Lassiter, coming from 

behind and struggling all the way, 
overtook steady J ack Breit of 
Houston Thursday night to win 
the 1969 u .s. Open Pocket Bil
liards championship and the $500 
winner's check. 

And he did it the hard way. 
Lassiter lost a match early in 
the competition to Breit and con
sequently came down to the finals 
one game behind. Breit, who had 
a string of five consecutive vic
tOries, had only to win one more 
match for top prize. 

But the ..nUy Lassiter, mutter
ing his famed sotto voice soliloquy, 
pleading with Lady Luck tolayher 
wand upon his shoulder, and re
viling the perverse fates that make 
round innocent- looking pool balls 
roll in strange ways to frustrate 
the anxious player, kept s toking 
and playing s afe and taking de
liberate scratches to overcome 
his younger opponent in the first 
fin~..; match. 

The two then had to playoff for 

tenders in 1969-U. S. OPEN 

l lTA 
5, 5REIT 

BREIT 

LASSITER 

tASSITH 

r--"--____ 1969 MEN'S 14.1 CHAMPION ,. -I ~ . ",.,,, . 1 _, ~ I ' ~.l" Iff 

the t itle. While television cameras 
of the ABC Net W 0 r k whirred, 
"Wimpy" pow d e re d his hand, 
shrugged his shoulders, hitched up 
his pants and did it again; not 
swiftly or brilliantly but in his 
usual methodical way. The final 
sco,re was 150 to 141. 

The match will be shown on a 
future Wide World of sports pro
gram. 

Earlier in the day DorothyWise 
of Half Monn Bay, Calif. , won a 
final match against Geraldine Tit
comb of Cincinnati to capture 
ller third consecutl ve U.S. 
Women's Open crown. 

With Lassiter and Breit fin
ishing first and ",second~ in the 
tourney the next eight money win
ners in order of finish were steve 
Mizrak of Carteret, N.J., Ed Kelly 
of Las Vegas, Irving Crane of 
Rochester, N.Y., Ronnie Allen of 
Burbank, Calif., Alton Whitlow of 
Detroit, Jack Colavita of West 
Caldwell, N.J., Danny Di Liberto 
of Miami, Fla., and Tom Kollins 
of Westland, Mich. 

Most of the players wlll go on to 
Los Angeles for a major tourna
ment in January, then return later 
in the spring for the annual' star
dust competition. 

Officials of 1969 
U.S. OPEN 
TOURNAMENT 

NlII(E GEIGER 

ROBERT FROESCHLE 

S t e ve M iz ero k J r . 

Irving Crane 

THE ' 
BILLIARD CONGRESS 

OF AMERICA 
J 
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Highlightsof~ 18~,E~tries. i_n Gold~~~Cue 's B.C.A. Tournament Cicero Murphy Favored In 
The New York State Pocket Billt~rd Ch,ampion~hip Pat Johnson from Schenecta(Jy , 

held at the Albany Golden' Cue ,'gr. ew ,a- field,'df 18 'defeat~<!.LeOGalliOfExeter,pen~- Tournament Compe'te.t.eon 
1 d th . ' - ,," ": , sylvama, cur ra n t PennsylvanIa 

p ayers an e results were. Tonyn,oltolo!. ~youngster_ state Champion 150, to 98. Jack ' 
from Syracuse put together r.uns , of 64,49, . 33 ',an~ . Cola vita-of West Caldwell, N. J., 
out to defeat Joe Canton, 'Umted ,States Champion. ' defeated WaynePombrio of Johns-

. town, P'~nni., 150 to .2, with runs 
of .~ an"ct 82. 

In the ~econd rpund Tom DiSan-
\ tas of Syracuse defeated JackCol

avita 150 to 96. Pete Murnak of 
New York defeated Mike Wallace 
of Syracuse to go 2 - O. Dick 
Leonard defeated Joe Canton 150 

, to 76. 
In tne third round Leonard de

feated Pat Johnson 150 to 121. 
John K raj c z a r of Bethlehem, 
Penna., defeated Tom DiSantis 150 
to 139. Ed Kiernowski defeated 
Tony DoItolo 150 to 38. Pete Mur
nak defeated John Mauriello 150 
to 49. 

In the fourth round Pete Murnak 
defeated, Tom DiSantis 150 to 94 
to go 4-0. Dick Leonard defeated 
John Krajczar 150 to 70 to go 4-0. 
Pat Johnson defeated Ed Kiernow
ski 150 to 109. 

In the fifth round Dick Leonard 
defeated Pete Murnak 150 to 63 to 
go 5-0 with Murnak 4-1. Jack 
Colavita eliminated John Krajczar 
150 to 35. Ed Kiernowski turned 
the tables on Pat Johnson 150 to 
118. 

In the sixth round Kiernowski 
ran 43 and out to defeat Keibard 
150 to lA6. Cola.¥ita defeated Pete 
Murnak 150 to 38. With three play-
ers left Kiernowski drew Colavita 
and Colavita won 150 to 98. 

ColavitCi Wins B.C.A. Mew York State 

In the final game Leonard played 
safe and Colavita ran 10. Leonard 
came back with 35. Colavita ran 
58 to lead 58 to 35. Leonard ran 
44 to lead 79-58. Colavita ran 53 
to go to 121 to 79. Leonard ran 
64 to lead 143-121. Cola vita ran 
29 and out to win 50 to 143. 

Hi·Cue BILLIARD LOUNGE 

Also the 

333 'RAHWAY iAVENUE ,. 'ELIZAB.EiTrH, N. J. 
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JIMMY CARAS 
Will Give An Exhibition for tf1e Deborah Hospital Benefit 

CICERO MURPHY 

by JOE MARCUS top flight field which included Lu-

CONTRIBUT. ING EDITOR ther LasSiter and Irving Crane. 
Then he made a good run at the 

When the World's In- top prize at the Commodore but 
vitational 14.1 pocket bil- failed in the stretch. This appear
liard championship gets ed to take something out of him 

and except for one great perfor
underway next month in mance when he won the straight 
Los Angeles, one of those pool division of the annualJansco 
rated a good chance of stardust AlI- Round Cham. ionship 
nailing down the crown he Slipped from the spotlight. 
is B roo k 1 y n' s C ice ro "I went back to practicing in 

ernest," Cicero said, "and I feel 
Murphy. now regarded as that I have now corrected my prob-
the greatest Negro bil- lems. I don't think that I'll hit that 
liard player of all-time . dry spell again. I have regained 

The road to the top my shooting eye and what's more 
important, my COnfidence." 

hasn't been easy for Ci- "Now I'm looking forward to 
cero who has had his mo- taking part in the U.S. Open Nine
ments of greatness mix- Bail Tournament next month in 
ed with moments of frus- Arlington and then heading right 
tration. to Los Angeles for this World's." 

Now Cicero seems to , Cicero played a big part in the 
successful running of the Cue Ball 

have regained the form Kelly headed Mayor Lindsay's Pool 
that four years ago made' in the Street Program and feels 
him one of the most fear- that the youngsters in the poverty 
ed players in the game. sections of New York City bene-

fitted from the chance to get in-
Fifteen years ago Cicero was're- tro~uce~ to the game of pocket 

garded as a sure bet to become bill1ards. 
a major league baseball player. ----__ .,.... 
He had established himself as 
one of the top players in the Po
lice Athletic League. The scouts 
were looking him over. Then as 
luck would have it he broke his 
leg and while waiting for the injury 
to heal he started to take part in 
some of the other PAL programs. 
One of these was pocket billiards 
and it was love at first sight. 

Cicero then met the great Jim
my Evans who helped him both 
with cue tips and confidence and 
baseball was forgotten. 

At the age of 16 he started to 
enter and win several local tour
naments and although his style 
of play was different from that of 
the all-time great players Cicero 
was a suc;:cess. 

He went on to . win the City, 
State and Eastern Championships 
in addition to the Met Summer 
Tournaments and fin ally was 
granted an invitation to compete in 
the World's Pocket Billiard Cham
pionship at the Hotel Commodore. 
He warmed up for this event by 
accepting an invitation to take 
part in the Burbank, Calif. ver
sion of the World's title and walk
ed off with the crown against a 

Regarded As 
Top Player 

By JOE MARCUS 
Contributing Editor 

steve MizerakJr. has once again 
demonstrated why he must be re
garded as one of the top billiard 
players in the country. 

Playing Jack Colavito in an ex
hibition match of the Cue Ball Kelly 
New York -- .New Jersey Team 
Match at the Elizabeth Billiard 
Center steve took the table after 
Jack had opened the match and 
promptly broke open the rack. 

Colavito never got another shot 
as Steve ran 155 and out. 

"There wasn't a shot that Mi
zerak didn't make. He used com
binations, rail shots, cushion ca
rams, long shots, and spin shots 
and the crowd went wild," said 
Cue Ball. 

"In that match there wasn't a 
player in the world who could have 
beat him." 

,/ ,.. 
.I 
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Charles nCue Ball" Kelly Official Referee 

Dal Porto De-feated Martinez In Finals ••• 

Dal Porto Wins Women's B.C.A. 
Qualifying Arizona State 14·1 

Evelyn Dal Porto, who is co
owner with her husband, player 
Sax Dal Porto, of the Sequoia Bil
liards, 1662 Broadway, Redwood 
City, California, 94063, who learn
ed her billiards from her husband, 

was the winner of the Women's 
14-1 B.C.A; QUALIFYING ARI
ZONA STATE tournament held at 
the Fun Mart, 707 Indian School 
Road, Phoenix, Arizona, 85201, 
which was held Thanksgiving week. 

Of the many different games in 
Pocket Billiards, Evelyn's favorite 
game is 14-1. She has played many 
exhibitions throughout the West 
Coast and has played on the Don 
Adams T.V. show. Last year she 
was second to Dorothy Wise in the 
?alifornia State. In Lansing, Mich-
19an, she placed 3rd last year, and 
s e is always looking far the next 
U.S. Open. She tells us that she is 
always anxious to return to her 
family Billiard Room, done in an-

- tique style with Tiffany lights, the 
Sequoia ' Billiards, Redwood City, 
Calif. 

DICK BAERTSCH 
Minot, N. D. 

North Dakota Champion 
This 22-year-old has been playing the 
game for five years and has recorded 
a high run of 101 balls, Baertsch has 
played Willie Mosconi in exhibition 
and he is the reigning champ of the 
Tri-State Bill iard Tourney 

JOE BALSIS 
Minersville, Penn. 

U. S. Open Champion 
At the age of 46. this great player 
made jt. to _the .tap ill. 1968. • • •• •• •• • 

.... 

IMPORTANT NOTE: 
.. , T~e B.P.A'"has awarded the Citation of Merit to the 

Billiard News newspaper for their complete and efficient 

coverage of all Bill iard news and events through-out the 
world. 

Their conveyance ' to the public, both in pictures, and 

~torle,s of the players, tournaments and all major happen

' lOgs 10 the Billiard world was a tremendous asset to the 
9ro'll th and presti ge of the game. 

Every billiard fan in the c~untry should have all this 

wealth of information delivered to his door. 

Simply fill out the subscription blank and mail to the 

listed address . I -
.. c,~~~ 

Joe Jansco, Executive Secretary 

h r 
EWS 

1035 CHESTNUT ST. PHILADELPHIA PA., 19107 
I WISH TO HAVE THE BILLIARD NEWS MAILED TO ME MONTHLY FOR 

ONE (1) YEAR AT THE ,iATE OF $4.00 PER YEAR . • 1 ENCLOSE $4.00 

IN CASH _ _ CHECK __ MONEY ORDER _ _ IN PAYMENT FOR 

ONE YEAR'S SUBCRIPTION. 

PLEASE PR'INT 

NAME ______ ~ ______________________________ ~ ____ ___ 

ADDRESS ____________________________ ~ ____________ __ 

TOW N a S TAT E _____________________ ZIP COD E ___ _ 

... • • • ... • I .l. '" •• t I ...... , ... 't ..... 'I' " " .,~ , ..... "3 If" .... ..... "" ;::.- ;.. 4 
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Billiards In Spain 
Are Very Colorful 

By JOE MARCUS 
Contributing Editor 

One of the mostbeauti-
ful resort regions in Eur
ope. 

That's how the Costa 
del Sol of Spain has been 
described by those who 
have had the opportunity 
of visiting there, taking 
dips in the lovely Medi
terranean, or visiting the 
shops of Spain where the 
~oods are numerous and 

To The Editor 
Dear Earl: 

Here is my subscription re
newal to the National Billiard 
News. What a small price to pay 
for such fine reading and good 
entertainment, and an easy way 
to keep current on the many bil
liard happenings. You are doing 
a fine job. 

Just returned from seeing the 
final matches of the U. S. Open 
Pocket Billiard Tournament at the 
Sahara Hotel in Las Vegas. These 
matches were finely played before 
a packed house. Also, each game 
was taped for television by ABC 
for shoWing on Wide World of 
Sports on December 13, (next Sat
urday.) 

In September I was at Houston 
and Pittsburgh for the 9-ball tour
naments. It is good to see so many 
tournaments throughout the year, 
especially the ones played here in 
the west. I try to be present at most 
of them, but th~ weather is the de
ciding !actor -- as I can not take 
too much of the cold months for 
northern tournaments -- all due 
to long time living in sunny Cali
fornia (ha). 

Until I see you again, have fun 
and enjoy yourself. 

A very Merry Christmas to you 
and Mrs. Newby. 

Sincerely, 
Lewis W. Griswold 

the prices fair. 
Go into towns like Tor

mellenois, Malaga, Mar
bella or Estepona and the 
game of three-cushion 
billiards is there. 

"Our people are in love With 
three-cushion billiards and be
sides soccer and bullfighting this 
is the most popular sport in the 
area," said Carlos Juan the oper
ator of Billairde in Marbella. 
"During the siesta time the five 
tables we have have long waits 
and notice my American friend that 
we have even installed a pocket 
billiard table over here -- but not 
for our people. The pocket billiard 
table is a favorite with the Amer
ican tourists. I guess it reminds 
them of some piece of their home 
life." 
. Carlos is a firm believer in 

three-cushion billiards and the 
successful operation of his bus
iness. 

"This billiard place has been in 
my fa!pily for some 40 years now 
and the enthusiasm of our people 
is great for the sport. Why even 
on occasions some of the better 
players come in ,with books writ
ten by the great Willie Hoppe and 
try to duplicate the shots he des
cribes in his book. They have tried 
the pocket -billiard table but after 
a few minutes they put down the 
cue stick and again head to the 
three-cushion table. I don't think 
that pocket billiards has much of 
a future here but three-cushion 
play is growing very rapidly with 
the youngsters becoming aware of 
the beautiful aspects of the game. 

"And the prices we charge are 
very reasonable. For only 50 pesa
tos (82 cents in American money) 
two players can use the table for 
over one hour. 

Tormelliniois on the other hand 
is a haven for American writers 
and artists and these menand wom
en are in evidence in the town's 
three billiard rooms--all run by 
Sebastion Antonio. 

"Our three rooms have a total 
of 21 three-cushion tables and six 

Mosconi WINNING POCKET BILLIARDS ........... $1.~5 

COHinghain THE GAME OF BILUARDS 
paper $1;95; cloth $4.95 

Lassiter BILLIARDS FOR EVERYONE . . .... ~ . .. .... $1.95 
MODERN GUIDE TO POCKET B1LLlARDS . . .. $4..-9' 

Crane YO.UNG SPORTSMAN'S GUIDE _ 
TO, POCKET BILLlAIl>S .... cloth $2.75; paper $1.00 

Hoppe BILLIARDS AS IT SHOULD BE PLAYED . . . . . .. $3.00 
Caras TRICK & fANCY SHOTS IN POCKET BILLIARDS $1.8Q 

' Billiard Conaress OFFICIAL RULE BOOK .. . . . . .... $1.25 
Brothe BtLlIARD DIAMONDS (pamphlet) . . .. ... . . , $1.00 
Schmidt C~. FIRST FIVE YEARS OF CHALK UP $1.95 

BltLIARDARCHIVES, 
154 LA .VE"RNE AVENUE, LONG BEACH CALIF. 90803 ' 

.. . 
' .. 

NATIONAL BILLIARD NEWS -. 
pocket billiard tables -in addition to 
two snooker tables and we are 
quite busy not only in tJ;e siesta 
hours but during the evenings. We 
have had many gOOd games between 
AmericaIli on t~pocket billiard 
tables while Englishmen utilize the 
snooker tables even while they're 
planning some important business 
deals." 

What about the chances of a Span
Iard winning the World's three
cushion championship? 

"The youngsters and teenagers 
are taking to the game with a 
renewed energy," Antonio said, 
"and we are planning for some 
great players like Ceulemans of 
Belgium to come and give ex
hibitions and help our better play
ers develop. 

"I think that within the 1970's 
Spain will host the World's Cham
pionship and it may be held in 
Madrid and I'll guarantee you that 
we will have several chartered 
plans from this area going to see 
the great player~ compete." 

BILL AMODEO 
Las Veeas. Nevada 
illinois Champion 

Finished 3rd in '68 Open. Won Illinois 
' State Championship at Rockford. 
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AL COSLOSKY 

Cue Pros At Spencers 
Professional cue stars Al (The 

Poet) Coslosky and Larry (Bos
ton Shorty) Johnson will appear 
at Spencer's River Roads Bowling 
Lanes in Jennings Nov. 21-23. 

They will appear at 8 p.m. on 
Friday and at 4 and 8 p.m. on Sat
urday and Sunday playing sessions 

of straight pool and nine ball plus 
demonstrating trick shots. There 
is no admission to the event. 

"Boston S h 0 r t y" has beaten 
Minnesota Fats 'several times over 
the years and is probably the short- . 
est professional pool player in the 
country. Al Coslosky recently took 
top honors in straight pool at the 
Hustlers Tournament held at John
son City, Ill. 

INVITATION 
Dear Dallas~ 

On behalf of the Jack and Jill 
Cue Club I would like to e~ tend 
a personal invitation to you to par
ticipate in the Third Annual U.S. 
Open N.ine Ball Tournament,.Janu
ary 16th - 25th. 

The format will be: 
Invitation Only ., 
Round Robin-Limit to 13 Players . 
11 Best of 21 Games 
Winner Breaks 
Entry Fee $100.00 
Games at 8:00 and 10:00 P.M. 
Prize Money $4,600.00 
Prize money distribution: 
1st, $1,200.00; 2nd, $650.00; 

3rd, $500.00; 4th, $400.00; 5th, 
$350.00; 6th, $300.00; 7th, $250.0~ 
8th, $250.00; 9th, $150.00; 10th, 
$150.00; llth, $100.00; 12th, '$100; 
13th, $100; Most Cons-ecutive 
Games, $100. 

DANNY GARDNER 

The entrys will be awarded ona 
first come - first serve basiS, so 
if you wish to partiCipate please 
contact me or Bill Staton, as soon 
as possible at the Jack and Jill 
Cue Club. I'll be looking forward 
to hearing from you. 

rgest Billiard 
Sunnli.er in ",:\ichilllan 

Bl1.I1IMwiek 

,~ 
Complete ' line of Brunswick 

Ta bles and_ Supplies' 

Huge Vari ty of 
Join}ed Cues & Case,s 
,CoMpl-efe 'Repair and 

Maintenance Dept. 
A.lso Agents for . 

VICTOIt BILLIARD CO. INC. 

Open ' Daily 9-6 ' Sun . 

• BRUNSWICK COMMERCiAl 
TABLES 

• ALL nCH INDUSTRIES 
• MACON BILLIARDS 
• VALLEY MFG. CO. 
• STYlECRAFT CUES 
• NATIONAL CUES 
• VIKING CUES 
• Q"MASTER CUES 
• RICH CUES 
• BRAD SNAP.IN CU f! TIPS 
• HYATT PROD,UCTS 
• BRUNSWICK HOME TABlt.:s 

TABLES !(EPAII{EO 
INSTALLEO & 

I?ECONlJlTIONlO 
BOUGHT AN D SOLO 

CUSTOM CUE STICKS 
A , SPECIALTY , 

• lights $57.50 • Tip Repair Kits $1.96 
• Table Covers $2.50 

Books by Willie M osconi,' Jimmy Caras, 
M'jnne.otci Fats . 

~T~ .. , 
880 W.~c1liicHois, OmO'IT; ~JCHIGAN 

• ,PHONE : 863~~2. /r.: ' 
rH~ MID·WEST ' Busin!"s" 

ilii!ia rds 

is our 

Only 

j 



"RED" BAKER and DICK VAN DYKE 

HOWARD BARRETT 
Alexandria, Va. 

Vil'linla Champion 
54 year old veteran has been playing 
37 years. In 1960 he placed 3rd in the 
Stardust Open; Also, 9 Ball and 
Snooker winner at Macon, Georgia. 

THOMAS DE SANTIS 
Liverpool, N. Y. 

Syracuse Metro Champ. 
"Tommy De", 37, has been playing 
and refereeing billiards for 20 years. 
He finished third in the 1968 New 
York State Tournament. De Santis has 
competed in exhibition with some of 
the top pros and has refereed 
numerous local, state, and national 
matches. 

LARRY L1SCIOTTI 
Manchester, Conn. 
Conn. Champion 

'Larry at 22 is one of the games 
young comers. A bachelor, he has 
been playing 7 years. 

DANNY DILIBERTO 
Miami, Fla. 

1968 U. S. Open Runner·Up 
Danny has placed in the money in 
three previous U. S. Open Tourna· 
ments. He runs the Family Billiard 
Center in Hialeah, Fla. -

. . 

LOU BUTERA 
Kingston, Pa. 

Penn. Champion 
Nicknamed "The Machine Gun" for 
his rapid·fire brand of play, Butera 
has been threatening to strike it big 
for the last few years. Butera, who is 
32, has a career high run of 110 balls 
in tournament play. Won Pittsburgh 
Invitational in '69. 

JIMMY CARAS 
Springfield, Pa. 

1967 U. S. Open Champion 
"The Old Master" set the billiard 
world on its ear as he came out of 
an ll ·year semi·retirement to drama· . 
tically capture the' 1967 U. S. Open. 
One of pocket billiards greatest living 
players, Caras has been champion of 
the world four times - 1936, 1938, 
1939, and 1949. It's always a thrill 
to watch a true cue artist like Caras 
in action . 

LEONARD WINFIELD 
. Vancouver. B.C .• Canada 

At· Large Foreign Entry 
Len Winfield, 64, is the oldest con· 
testant in the Tournament. He took 
up the game at 37. Well· known for 
wins in Seattle area. 

WILLIE MUNSON 
Milwaukee, Wise. 

Michigan Open Champ 

NAftONAL WIJ,IAUl NEWS 

Kelly Expeded To 8e Tough In or 
Ch~mpionship Play 

Champion Ed Kelly of 
Las Vegas filed his entry 
today and expects to face 
stiff competition when the 
next edition of the worltl' s 
pocket billiardchampion
ships is held Jan. 30 to 
Feb, 21 at the Elks Build
ing. 607 S, Parkview, Los 
Angeles. 

Kelly won the title and $4,000 
first prize last year withconsecu
tive victories over Joe Balsis of 
Minersville, Pa., and Cisero Mur
phy of Brooklyn, whofinisbed third 
and second respectively. 

Kelly's 11-3 record topped the 
15-rnan field, which had competed 
for 23 days. Murphy and Balsis 
each had 10-4 records, but Murphy 
took second place because of a 
higher ball count. 

A round robin event, the 1970 
tournament will feature nightly 
matches in 14.1 pocket billiards 
(straight pool). Featured will be 
the nation's top 16 players. 

Among the cuestick experts al
ready warming up for the event 
are Balsis, former world's pocket 
billiard champion; Murphy, this 
year's runner-up; "Luther 'Lassi
ter, former titleholder; many time 
winner Irving Crane of Rochester, 
N. Y.; Jimmy "Cowboy" Moore of 
Albuquerque; Jack Breit of Hous
ton; Lou Butera of Pittsburgh, and 
youthful Steve Mizerak of Perth 
Amboy, N. J. 

A prize fund of $19,500 will be 
at stake with $5,000 due the winner. 
The list scales all the way down to 
$500 for last place in the 16-man 
field. The straight pool tournament 
is a Billiard Congress of A merica
sanctioned event. It will again count 
toward the BCA bonus money pay
off Which goes to the man who wins 
.the most m 0 n e y in sanctioned 
events during 1970. Leading this 
year is Kelly. 

LeRoy Kiniman 
Win B.C.A. 
Texas State 

I 

Eddie" Chamoagne Eddie" Kelly, 3rd In ' -bI 

Tournament Queen In World's 

The 
. - ''', . "" -= 

TelePhone (Area Code 608) 2M - 2581, 

lJtktng CUE Company 

Hand-made Custom Cues 

P'Qfessional ,Repair. 

871 W. BELTlINE HIGHWAY, MADIS~N)WfSCONSIN 53713 

. , 
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ABA's Tournament Site Picked 
The American Billiard 

Association and Harold 
Schmidt of the A.E. Sch
midt Co. have awarded 
the site of the A.B.A.'s 
1st Annual "Champion of 
Champions'" Tournament 
to Ray Abrams' Cushion 

Each year, va rio us b1lliard 
rooms throughout the mid- western 
United states sponsor 3-cushion 
billiard tournaments and enter the 
winners of these meets in one 
final event at the end of the sea
son. The Champ of Champs Tour
ney is the culmination of the 1969 
Mid we s t Traveling 3-Cushion 
Tournament Circuit. 

Ray Abrams, owner oUhe Cush
ion 'n' Cue, and sponsor of this 
year's tournament, announced that 
a field of eight 3-cllshion cham
pions will compete in a single 
roun.d- robin contest for a prize 
fund of $1,100,00 plus 1st and 
2nd place trophies. The prize 
fund is provided by Mr. Abrams 
and the participating room own
ers. There is no entry fee for the 
contestants. 

The 1st Place trophy has been 
donated by Bob Mullen .of Q
Master Billiard Supplies in De
troit and will be known as the 
Harold Worst Memorial Trophy. 
Mr. Mullen has graciously of
fered to donate this trophy an
nually in honor of the late Harold 
Worst of Grand Rapids, Mich., one 
of the greatest 3~cushion players 
of all time. 

The field of entries and their 
respective tournament wins are 
as follows: George Pentaris of 

tn' Cue Billiard Lounge. Oak Park, Ill., Capitol Q Billiards, 
23137 Coolidge Hwy., Oak Springfield, Ill.; Joe McDevitt of 
Park, Michigan. Tourna- Champagne, Ill., Tozer's Empo-

rium, Decatur, Ill.; Bud Harris 

Master B1lliards, Lansing, Mich.; 
Merhl Smith of Chicago, Ill., How
ard- Paulina Recreation, Chicago, 
Ill.; .Bob A-m e e n of Westland, 
~'" 

Di versey Billiards, Chicago, Ill. 
The eighth entry will be the win
ner of the upcoming tournament 
at Esquire Billiards in Toledo, 
Ohio, in December. \ 

The tournament site, Michigan's 
largest billiard lounge, is a spa
cious 31 table, brightly colored 
room, with more than ample park
ing and a lunch counter serving 
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breakfast, lunch, and dinner. The 
high calibre of play and profes
s ion a 1 atmosphere of previous 
tour naments held by Mr. Abrams, 
coupled with the pleasent sur
roundings of the Cushion 'n' Cue, 
give promise that this will be the 
finest 3-Cushion Tournament held 
in the mid-west area in many 

ment dates are Saturday of Chicago, Ill., Grand Olive Bil- Mich., Cushion 'n' Cue Billiard 
and Sunday, January 10- liards, st. LOuis, Mo.; Norman Lounge, Oak Park, Mich.; Jose Utefly" Goff 
II, 1970. Ross of Michigan City, Ind., Q- Campos of Chicago, Ill., Clark-
---~---~---------------------------------------------------------~---------~~~~~--------------~-----------

EXHIBITORS AT THE 1969 U. S. OPEN TOURNAMENT 
****************************** 

Booth 6 (702) 737·4621 
A-I BILLIARDS 
1110 Palmdale 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89109 

Exhibiting for the 1st time. 
Ron Ayotte 

Booth I (312) 263·6791 
BILLIARD CONGRESS Of. AMERICA 
HALL OF FAME 
20 North Wacker Drive 
Room 1942 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 

Don L .Neer 

Booth 16 (312) WA 2·0470 
BOWLERS JOURNAL & BILLIARD 
REVUE 
506 South Wabash Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Exhibiting for the 3rd time. 
Mort Luby 

Booths 3/4 (312) 341-7000 
BRUNSWICK CORPORATION 
69 West Washington Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60602 

Exhibiting for the 4th t ime. 
Glen Mittlacher ' 

Booth 8 (516) 735·2400 
HOUSE OF BILLIARDS, INC. 
Quality Cues & Wood Products Co. 
160 Hicksville Road 
Bethpage, Long Island, N. Y. 

Exhibiting for the 2nd time. 
Ike Algaze 

Booth 5 (213) DA 3·1752 
MURREY & SONS COMPANY, INC. 
14150 S. Figueroa Street 
Los Angeles, Cal iforl1ia 90061 

Exhibiting for th.: 2nd time, 
Gordon M'Jrrey 

llONAl 
RNIA 

T~E CHAMPIONS CHOICE 
quality and appearance . 

available: 4 x 8, 41/2 X 9, 5 x 10 
without gulleys and rail sco remarkers 

Pool , Snooker or Ca rom 

1TlaCIJIt ~iJliMd S«{lP~ &. 
Manufa: turers and! Distri butors <B 510 11th Street 
Of Billiard Tables and Suppli~s MP. O. BGoX 533 

acon, eorgla 
745·7621 OR 7 45 6106 31202 

ROY GArIn, f'H~SICWT 

1...---_____ ~ ___ J 

JOE RUSSO 
Trenton, N.J. 

Miaourt Champion 
Russo, 54, has been New Jersey State 
Champ twice durin-g his' 30·year 
career. Last July, he placed 4th in the 
U.S. Masters Tourney in Arlington, Va. 
where he recorded the high run of 99. 
He has had career high runs of 242, 
.181, and 157. Russo is a professional 
at Gold Crown Billiards in Trenton, 
N.J. 

DALLAS WEST 
LOVE PARK, ILL. 

At 28, " Big 0" is one of the top 
~eung threats in this year's competi. 
tlon . West finished 4th in '67 and 7th 
in '68 U.S. Opens. Placed 3rd in 
stra'i!ht pool at Johnston City, '67. 
illinOIS State Championship in '67 and 
'68. He has been playing the game for 
16 years. High run - 125. 

GO BILLIARD 

GO 

SALESMEN W A:NTED 
Need salesmen who are now 
calling on Distributors of Bil
liard Supplies, Jobbers and 
Billiard Supply Houses, to sell 
the sensational Poynter "Cue 
Tip Shaper" to wholesale trade 
only, Territorial rights pro
tected, good commissions, fast 
selling . Write "Poynter Enter
prises, Inc.," Box 13209, Crest
haven Sta., San Antonio, Tex. 
78213. 
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