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2-3-4-As ... 

Wakes Up Two 
Hours Before -
Final Session 

LOS ANGELES - - - Edrue 
Kelly, the slick-shooting left
handler from Las Vegas, parl
ayed a sleeping pill and some 
brilliant cue work into the $4,000 
first prize in the Los Angeles 
Invitational Pocket Billiards 
championship which ended here 
on Washington's 'Birthday, Feb. 
22. 

The 23-day tournament held in 
' the plush Los Angeles Elks Club 
reached a thundering 'lirnQyc tm 
the final night when Kelly de
feated his closest challengers 
--Cisero Murphy oi Br-ookiyn 
and Joe Balsis, the U.S. Open 
champion from Minersville, Pa. 
--in the last two matches. 

Four of the top stars in the 
game still were in the running 
as the $16,000 tournament went 
into its final evening session. 

Murphy was leading in the 
IS-man competition with a 10-3 
standing; Kelly and Balsis were 
9-3, while Jack Breit of Houston 
was 9-4. 

The eventual winner had been 
pretty much' written off by the 
experts despite his position. As 
the pressure began to mount in 
the closing days of the tourna
ment. the keyed-up Kelly com
plained that he had been unable 
to sleep for three nights. 

Second Class Postage 
'Paid at Philadelphia, Pa, 

Someone suggested a sleeping 
Dill. Eddie never had taken one 
before, but as a last resort~ he 
gulped one down after he had 
won his ninth game on Frida y 
night the 21st. 

SECOND ••• CISERO MURPHY 

He then proceeded to sleep 
for 16 hours, waking up just two 
hours before the final session 
was to begin on saturday. 

"He's still half asleep,", one 
observer remarked after watch
ing Eddie warm up in the prac
tice room for the first of his two 
showdown matches. 

A few minutes later, though, 
he was wide awake and r'azor
sharp as he disposed of Balsis, 
150-87. Kelly broke up a tight 
duel with the "Butcher Boy" 
wheI;! he ran 109 balls. 

In the first match that night, 
Balsis defeated Breit, thus when 
Kelly and Murphy squared off 
in the concluding match, it was 
for all the marbles. 

Murphy quickly jumped into a 
seemingly insurmountable 85-0 
advantage, but Kelly kept whit
tling away at Cisero's lead and 
finally moved ahead for the first 
time with a 56-ball run. He then 
outlasted his Brooklyn opponent 
in a battle of safeties to win 
150-108, for an 11-3 record. ' 

Although Murphy and Balsis 
both finished with 10-4 records. 

(Continued on Pace " 
FOURTH ••• JACK BREIT 
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Harrisburg Whitey: 
The Final Cue for ~ a Symb'ol of an_ Era 
BY TOM FOX REPRINTED FROM PHILADEPHIA DAILY NEWS 

Philadelphia's oldtime pool 
sharks keep checking out. They 
buried Harrisburg Whitey today. 

Whitey handled a pool cue like 
it was a toy. He could do some 
amazing things on a pool table 
and he made it look so easy 
that people had to laugh. Whitey 
was a real pro on the pool table. 

He was 58 when he died last 
week after a long bout with can
cer. Whitey'S last years were 
difficult. When he was younger, 
he lived life to the fullest. He 
played hard and drank hard and 
loved hard, but when the cancer 
hit him, Whitey fell apart. He 
was just skin and bones when 
they buried him today. 

CLOSE-UP 
Harrisburg Whitey was part 

of Philadelphia's golden era as 
the pool capital of the world. 
He was a contemporary of Ralph 
Greenleaf and Erwin Rudolph and 
Andrew Ponzi and Jimmy Caras 
and Willie Mosconi, who were 
world pockets champions. They 
all lived in Philadelphia and they 
all shot pool in Philadelphia 30, 
40 years ago, when Allinger's 
Billiard Academy at 13th and 
Market was the pool hall version 
of Stillman's Gym. 

Philadelphia was a big bill 
town in 1926, the year Whitey 
arrived from Harrisburg. Pro
hibition was in full cycle. All
night speakeasies and big spend
ers abounded and the poolrooms 
got a big piece of the action. 
You could stop in at Allinger's 
almost anytime and watch the 

,_~r~test,pool players alive match 
strokes for wagers that would 
boggle the mind. 

Whitey was no apple-knocker 
when he came to Philadelphia. 
He was practically born in a 
poolroom. His father, Henry 
Dubbs, operated a four-table 
room--with a card game in the 
rear--in Harrisburg and there 
Whitey learned how to handle the 
cue. 

He was Delmar Henry Dubbs, 
16 and a high school dropout, 
when he came to town 43 years 
ago, but a Market st. booking 
agent advised him to change his 
name. "You'll never draw with 
a name like Delmar Dubbs," 
the, agent insisted. Whitey looked 
out a window and spott.ed the 
marquee of the Stanton Theater, 

"How about Delmar Stanton?" 
he suggested. 

But in Allinger's poolroom-
where blond, fair-skinned Del
mar Stanton pranced about in his 
Harrisburg High letter sweater 
(basketball) with the huge white 
"H" emblazoned on the front-
he was Harrisburgh Whitey. 

Whitey liked to talk about his 
first day in Philadelphia in 1926. 
"It was another world," he used 
to say. 

He came to town on the day 
of the historic Dempsey-Tunney 
long-count heavyweight bout at 
Municipal Stadium (now JFK) 
and he had money: ten criSp 
$100 bills, a QoinQ'-away present 
from his father. Whitey bought 
a ringside seat--which' went for 
$100--and joined 120,756 paying 
customers at the stadium. 

HARRISlHcHG WHITEY 
.• . of a golden aJ,!c 

I 

"It had been raining all day," 
Whitey remembered, "and on 
the way .to the stadium I picked 
up a slicker, a raincoat, for a 
dollar. The rain poured at the 
stadium. I ,looked down the row 
about three seats from me and 
[ saw this beautiful woman. Oh, 
she was so gorgeous I COUldn't 
take my eyes off her. 

"Well, it was raining so hard, 
I decided to take out the slicker 
and as I put it on, the man 
with the beautiful woman spoke. 
up. He spoke in a distinct ac
cent. He asked me how much I 
wanted for the slicker. 

"I thought I'd crack wise so I 
said, 'Sir, if you want this slick
er, it'll cost you $100.' So what 
does . the guy do, but hand me a 

ffSNOOKER SLIM 
THE SLICKER" 

OR 
(He Played the Pink Ball Wildl) 

by BYRON I. TIPTON 
A fast-moving exciting tale of the Old Wild West, Gold 
Rush days; rough, : tough Pool-Shark, Gun-slOnging days, 
when Slicker Slim :"took on" . all ' comers. 

$100 bilL Then he introduced me 
to the beautiful woman. 

"'Sir,' he said, 'I'd like you 
to meet my wife--Miss Gloria 
swanson.' Turned out, the guy 
was Marquis Henri de la salaise 
de la Coudrayre, of Paris, who 
was married to SWanson at the 
time." 

The Gloria swanson Era was 
Harrisburg Whitey's era.Henev
er really got with the Great So
Ciety. When he small-talked, he 
talked about Will Rogers and the 
Barrymores and W. C. Fields 
and Jimmy Walker and Dempsey 
and Tunney. Whitey never leftthe 
20s and 30s, although he spoke 
highly of Sinatra and Grace Kelly. 

"I used to run around with 
Princess Grace's cousin -
George Kelly," 

Like Whitey, George Kelly, a 
Philadelphian, was a pool player 
who wanted to win the world 
pockets title but never ' did. 
"George Kelly could have been 
anything he wanted to be," Whitey 
used to say. "His father was 
Patrick Henry Kelly, the con
tractor. Old Jack Kelly was 
George's uncle. George could 
ha ve been anything, but all George 
wanted to be was a pool player. 

"George could have been a 
professional singer. Oh, how he 
sang. A beautiful tenor. George 
and I used to make the rounds 
of neighborhood taprooms. He'd 
stand up and sing 'On The Road 
To Mandalay: He sang it like a 
pro and everybOdy in the place 
bought us drinks," 

Harrisburg Whitey worked at 
being a pool player for 10 years, 
winning tpe pennsylvania state 
pockets' title in 1936: Ordinarily, 
the Pennsylvania title meant an 
automatiC( bid to the world cham
pionships, but Harrisburg Whitey 
never got the bid. 

"Allinger' sponsored me in 
the 1936 world tournament," 
Whitey...§aid. "But a few weeks 
befor-e the tournament I signed 
to play an exhibition in another 
poolroom, a competing room run 
by a man named Fay Gainor. 
For me it was a $150 payday, 
but when old man saul Allinger 
heard about it, he told me if I 
played in Fay Gainor 's room, he 
would withdraw my entry in the 
world tournament. Well, I played 
at Fay's and old man Allinger 
killed my entry. 

"I was so disgusted, I walked 
out of Mr. Allinger's office, game 
my stick to some kid in the room 
and went to work tending bar. 
I never shot competitive pool 
again." 

Between bar jobs, Whiteyocca
sionally traveled with Minnesota 
Fats, the peer of all pool hustlers. 
""'hitey won--and lost--a fortune 
on the road with the F at Man 
in the late 1940s, but when the 
gambling dollar vanished from 
the poolroom in the 1950s, Whitey 
wor ked full time as a bartender. 

His last spot was Nate Hirsh
ey's Budwiser Bar, on 15th st. 
just south of Market. But two 
year s ago Hirshey's closed down 
to make way for the redevelop
ment of the area. It was a cruel 
blow for Whitey, who was al
ready hospitalized and fighting 
cancer when he got the news. 
He seemed to fade out with the 
bar. 

When Harrisburg Whitey died 
last week, he was almost penni
less. He never planned it that way, 
but whatever he had managed to 
put away for a rainy day went 
in hospital and doctor bills. 
Vv'hitey, poor soul, was a victim 
of the high cost of dying. 

Yet, you wonder if Whitey knew 
--knew all along--that it would 
end up that way. 

"Pool players," he said not 
long before he died, "usually 
die broke. I suppose it goes 
with the territory," 

Editor's .' 
Notebook 

by EARL NEWBY 

March, 1969 

Monday, March 3rd, 1969, brings to our mind one of the 
darkest memories in our sport, the closing of one of the most 
fabulous Billiard Academies in the fifty states, Allinger's, at 
1303 Market Street, Philadelphia. The following Monday, March 
10th, it was sold at Constable's sale through Strouse Green
berg & Company, posh real estate company, 1525 Locust 
Street, Philadelphia. I 

On Monday, March 10th, the . constable sale was over in less 
than half an hour; one bystander said twenty-five minutes. The 
bid for the twenty-eight tables was $1,140.00. On March 12th, this 
old billiard academy with charm re-opened under new manage
ment, and the National Billiard News staff wishes them the best. 

The late Morris Fink, who was 31 times Pennsylvania State Pocket 
Billiard Champion, told me, "Mr. Allinger first opened at 9th & 
walnut Street, in the year 1886. Two years later he moved to the 
1300 block Arch Street for about three years. In 1891 he moved to 
1307 Market Street." In that era the biggest name in billiards was 
Jake "The Wizard" Shaffer, Sr., and in pocket billiards the fabulous 
southpaw from Cuba, Alfredo De Orio, who won the pocket billiard 
title seven times and the Three Cushion title twelve times. He was 
the only cue artist who ever received a penSion for playing pocket 
billiards, according to the records in our dusty files. Back in those 
days there was Huston, Johnny Layton, Jerome Kehoe "The Pro
fessor", from New England, Bennie Allen, Taberski and many, 
many more. We are humble - our space is limited. Please for~ve 
us. We would have to write a large book to fill you in on the history 
of this Billiard Academy. Our records show there was nothing like 
it in all the world. What we are trying to explain is that from 1886 
till closing time March 3, 1969, no other place throughout the 50 
States came even close to the historical importance of Allinger's 
Billiard Academy. . 

This is the Billiard Academy where the world's greatest pocket 
billiard player, Ralph Greenleaf, was first booked in his teens as 
one of the most colorful players ever in our sport. He brought Onofrio 
"The Dean" Lauri and Andrew Ponzi into the limelight in pocket 
billiards in the early 20's. Next he brought in Jimmy Carss, Irving 
Crane and Willie Mosconi. We could go on naming great pocket 
billieard players who were booked for exhibitions under the aegis 
of Mr. Sol Allinger, truly one of the greatest billiard proprietors 
throughout the world. 

It was along in the Greenleaf era Mr. Allinger had a Three Cushion 
billiard schedule on the third floor of 1307 Market Street - 18 billiard 
tables and 1 Pocket billiard table, with amphitheatre seating capacity 
of 600. On the second floor there were 42 tables for pocket billiards, 
snooker and three cusion. Trhough the Greenleaf, Ponzi, caras, 
Crane and Mosconi era, each one of them played exhibitions year 
after year at Allinger's. It was in the late 1920's or early 1930's 
when Otto Resielt was the manager of the Three Cushion, we went 
in and out this fine Billiard Center. For over a period of 40 years 
we had our personal two-piece cue there and we have never taken 
it out. By the way, he holds the world's best inning game in Three 
Cushion, 16 innings. In his day, sports writers tagged him "The 
Flying Dutchman," This Academy had Judges, District Attorneys, 
Assistant District Attorneys, whole official family from William ' 
Penn's stronghold. The late John Wanamaker played there, and just 
about everyone in the Delaware River Valley, U.S.A., with its 19 
million population today, played there at one time or another. ' 

Famous players from every country in the world played on the 
schedule in the era from 1891 to about 1952. In the early 50's, Mr. 
Allinger sold the Acad~my to the late Sam Ross. But it was under 
the management of Sol Allinger that this location, 1307 Market 
Street, was the Number One meeting place for billiard buffs and us 
lesser mortals. If we were talking about classes , it would be the 
pool buff, the middle class, and then the ordinary player - the cab 
driver, the policeman, the fireman; Mr. Average billiard enthu
Siast, the beginner and the novice. 

After Mr. Allinger sold to Mr. Ross, it was moved to its present 
location at 1303 Market Street. The giants of the Philadelphia uni
form manufacturers, Eisenberg & O'Hara, bought up the lease at 
1307 Market and the billiard room had to be moved next door. By 
the way, both Mr. Eisenberg and Mr. O'Hara are friends of ours. 
At one time they made the uniforms for the Pennsylvania State 
Police, the New Jersey State Police and the philadelphia Police; 
the Fire Department, the Fairmount park Guards, the Meter Maids 
who give out the $6.00 parking tickets here in our fair city, the 
Angels of Mercy (City Nurses), and all other Philadelphia city uni
forms. We used to walk through their aisles and would see the shoulder 
patches of uniforms for many cities of the Eastern seaboard, New 
England, and all over the U. S. A. (Continued on Page 7) 
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Teenage Celebrity ... OUR NORTHERN NEIGHBOR 

Our Snooker neighbor from the 
north, "The Canadian Kid," John 
Romanelli, 17 years old, l35lbs., 
5 feet 4 inches, reddish complex
ion, Canada's Junior Amateur 
South Paw Snooker Champion, 
flew in to Philadelphia for a three 
day visit with us on 14th, 15th 
& 16th Feb. 

He filled us in on the snooker 
sport that is so popular in Eng
land, Australia and his country. 
Recently, John told us, he played 
a senes ot exhibition matches, 
78 in all, against Canadian snook
er champion paul Thornly. Each 
won 39 matches. Thornlywillplay 
me winner of the second annual 
Cana'dian Open Championship 
Snooker Tournament that started 
January 5, 1969, through March 
31. Romanelli is sharpening his 
stroke up for the World Amateur 
Snooker Championship Tourna
ment in Calcutta, India, this year. 
The Canadian Kid is a snooker 
celebrity at age 17. Romanelli's 
achievements are very impres
sive. When he was 15 years old 
he scored a fabulous 120-point 
run, the youngest player in the 
history of snooker sport to per
form thiS feat. He has had 80 
runs, of 100 points or betters. 
He was invited to attend the 
World's All Round Pocket Bil
liard Championship Tournament 
in Johnston City, Illinois, and 
the Pro Snooker Championship 
in Leeds, England. In England 
he played n<lO exhibition matches 
with Leslie Driffield, the famous 
World Billiard Cha:-npion, win
ning one contest. Last ye<!r we 
received a letter from Tom "The 
Crown Prince" comedian of 
pool ICosmo. He said he played 
the canadian Kid at Frank Rom
anelli's Billiard RecreationCen
ter in Toronto. FrankRomanelli 
was, we have been told, a top 
cue artist in his day. However, 
snooker buffs and Top Brass of 
the sport in North America rate 

-
By Earl Newby 

young John as the hottest prop
erty since George Chenier was 
their boy wonder. One of the 

George Chenier 

Canadian Kid's boosters is Ron 
~oncetti of Golden Nugget Bil
hard Academy. Roncetti has been 
connected With Billiard Acade
mies, formerly called Pool Halls, 
for twenty five years. He is also 
on the Boston Red Sox payroll as 
a major league baseball scout, 
who sent Ron Taylor and John 
Hiller to the States; also coached 
one of his best players, Frank 
Mahovlich of hockey fame. But 
that is another story. 

Some of the sports writers 
compare T,1e Canadian Kid with 
one of sn0.oker's all time greats, 
Walter Lmdrum from England, 
former World Professional 
Snooker Southpaw Champion. 

We drove The Kid to see some 
of our Pocket Billiard Family 
Lounges here in Philadelphia. 
We stopped at Boulevard Lounge, 
6300 Roosevelt Blvd., eighteen 
tables; also at the Moulin Rouge 
Family Lounge, 9000 Roosevelt 
Blvd., twenty tables, where we 
watched Romanelli practice for 
an hour. His stroke is smooth 

REX WILLIAMS 

England' 5 Snooker Champion and Former \Vorld Champion 

and has authority, and his man
ner at the table, concentration 
and confidence, is just -right, 
not too I.,..)c"y. Or. some shots 
he used a little too much power 
in the deli very of his stroke, 
especially the sharp angle cut 
shots in side pocket, also the 
long shot near the side rail 
in to corner pockets. When these 
type shots come up they ha ve to 
be played with just the proper 
amount of speed. 

please remember, v,hen the 
object ball is near the side rail 
and you use excessive speed 
or too much power in stroke, 
the ball is travelling too fast. 
Notice it sails into the rubber 
facing on the end of the rail 
inside of the corner and jaw 
the pocket. · The ball will go 
from side to side the facing of 
corner pocket, then jump out. 
In Romanelli's case we have no 
worry. He has all the qualities 
of a great future champion. "The 
Canadian Kid" is playing Exhi
bitions and teaching the sport of 
Snooker throughout the Domin
ion of canada, and he is avail
able also for teaching and Ex
hibitions here in the United 
States. 

We have champion s nO,oker 
players here in this country. One 
recently bolted into Toronto and 
played a player who was supposed 
to be an ordinary player on a 
6xl2 man sized table that is 
quick to separate the non-player 
from the pro-player. 

John (The~ Canadian Kid) Romanelli-

Photo of John ion Leeds England With A Dunning, Great Britian's ~illi~rd Champion. 

• • 
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Complete Wrap-up of The $16.000.00 Los 

- Pete Margo 

Danny Diliberto 

Luther Lassiter 

(Continued from Page 1) 

Cisero won second money of 
$2,500 because of a higher ball 
count. Ba1sis picked up $1,500 
for third. 

Kelly was in a strong contend
ing position from the very start 
of the tournament. In fact; it took 
two of the longest runs in the 
110 matches to set up two of his 
three losses and prevent him 
from clinching the title even 
sooner. 

Breit closed out Kelly, 150-
73, with a spectacular run of 
112 balls, while Luther Lassiter 
ran 102 balls in beating Eddie, 
150-123. 

Kelly's only other loss was to 
Danny Gartner of Newark, 150-
134. 

Ironically, despite a 7-7 rec
ord, Gartner was the "giant kill
er" of the tournament. He de-

- -

Ronnie Allen 

Michael Eufemia 

feated the -top three finishers-
Kelly, Murphy and Balsis. 

In addition to losing to Kelly 
and Gartner, Murphy was upset by 
Richie Florence and Peter Mar
go, the 22-year-old rookie who 
served warning he will be one 
of the top players in the game 
for many years to come. Bal
sis' other two losses were to 
Murphy and Jimmy Moore of 
Albuquerque. \ 

Balsis~ defeat by Moore was 
one of the most stunning results 
of the tournament, especially 
since the "MinersvilleMachine" 
opened the match with a 56-ball 
run and seemingly was headed 
for an easy victory. 
- One of the outstanding exhi

bitions of the tournament was put 
on by Kelly in one of the early 
matches when he wiped 0llt Ron-

nie Allen, 150-4, in five innings 
with a long run of 88. 

Breit finished fourth with a 
9-5 record to win $1,200, while 
Margo was fifth With an 8-6 
record. Dallas West of Rock
ford, Ill., also was 8-6, but 
Margo collected $1,000 fifth mon
ey because of a higher ball count. 
West won $ 900. 

Breit was able to wrap up 
fourth by defeatiqg Margo with a 
brilliant comeback in the next- \ 
to-last-session. Down 111-33, 
Breit chipped away at the rook
ie's lead and finally won the 
closest match of the tournament, 
150-146, with a nine-ball run. 

Other finishers: 7, Ronnie Al
len of Burbank ('-7), $800; 8, 
Danny Gartner of Newark ('-7), 
$700; 9, Danny DiLiberto of Mi
ami (6-8), $600; 1O,JimmyMoore 

WHO WON THE ,PRIZE N 
WI 

1 Eddie Kelly r 

2Cisero Murphy lC 

3 Joe Balsis 1( 

4 Jack Breit ~ 

5 Pete Margo 

6 Dalas West f 

7 Ronnie Allen J 

8 Danny Gardner j 

9 Danny Diliberto ~ 

10 Jimmy Moore 

11 Luth er Lassiter ~ 

12.Michael Eufemia 

13 Bill Amadeo 

14 Richie Florence 

15 Rodney Thompson: 

Danny Gardner 
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Angeles 14· Pool Inv· ational Tourney 
DNEY AND HOW MUCH 

of Aibuquerque (6-8), $500; 11, 
Luther Lassiter of Elizabeth 
City, N.C., (6-8), $500; 12, Mike 
Eufemia of Long Island (5-9), 
$500; 13, Bill Amadeo of Las 
Vegas (5-9), $500; 14, Richie 
Florence of Torrance. Calif., 
(4-10), $500, and Babe Thomp
son of Kenosha, WisconSin, (3-
11), $500. 

--------------------------
N LOST 

3 $4.000.00 

4 $2.500.00 

4 $1.500.00 

5 $1.200.00 

6 $1.000.00 

6 $900.00 

7 $800.00 

7 $700.00 

8 $600.00 

8 $500.00 

8 $500.00 

9 $500.00 

9 $500.00 

10 $500.00 

11 $500.00 

One of the ma jor surprises was 
the poor showing by the veteran 
Lassiter, one of the top fa vorites 
with west coast audiences. 

Only against Kelly did Las
siter flash the form which has 
led to him being called "the 
greatest money player in the 
game .... 

Luther admitted he wasn't feel
ing very good. He was bothered 
by a cold and headaches in addi
tion to a flareup of an old ail
ment--gout in his right hand--at 
a critical point in the tournament. 

"I'm 50 years old and I've 
won everything there is to win," 
Lassiter said. "I guess I'm just 
tired and weary of it all. I'm 
definitely fed up With tournament 
pool. You can't really make 
enough to make it worth while • 

• 'I wish there was someone 
around I could play for a few 
bucks and have some fun," he 
sighed as he recalled the good 
old days. 

"But," he added, "nobody 
wants to play me!" 

The heavy rains which have 
hit California this winter was a 
vital factor in keeping attendance 
to the excellently-run tournament 
to a minimum. 

Some of the worst weather of 
the winter was r ecorded on the 
key nights of the event. As a re
sult, sponsors lost money on the 
affair. 

Go Billiards Go 
For The Fun Of It 

In 1969 

Rodney Thompson Eddl. Taylor and Jlmml. Moor. 
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Lassiter and Murphy Challenge Match at 
Co-Ed Cue Club 
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Commissioner Leary 
To Head Boys · Clu~ 
In . nassau County · 
BY JO E MARCUS 

Last year a group of bowl
ing proprietors got together 
with Police Dept. officials in 
New York City and worked out 
a format where Ghetto area 
youngsters got the opportunity 
to take part in well organized 
bowl ing programs. 

One of the main reasons be
hind the start of this program 
which became known as Brook
lyn-North was the worry of of
ficials about a possibility of race 
riots. 

The riots were avoided and 
in some measure the success of 
the program must be credited. 

Now it's time for the billiard 
operators in the City of New 
York to get a summer program 
underway dealing with these 
youngers from the ghettos and 
there has been talk that a meet
ing will soon be held with of
ficials of the billiard industry 
getting together with representa
tives of Commissioner of Police 
Howard Leary. 

The game of billiards has been 
making a strong comeback in New 
York and recent legislation has 
enabled 'youngsters to compete to 

some degree. That they co~.: 
pete at aU is a tribute to the 
wa y that the billiard industry 
has been able to clean house 
and combined with such efforts 
as the Minnesota Fats TV show 
it seems that even · billiard's 
harshest critics are starting 'to 
take another look at the game 
that today boasts some 23,000,-
000 men, women and children 
playing. 

The college program has been 
expanding at a tremendous rate 
and now with the introduction 
of a police coordinated program 
it seems that the game would 
be able to achieve some new 
heights. 

In Nassau County the Police 
Boys Club has been working in 
conjunction with several local 
lounges in order to introduce 
their members to the sport which 
was· once invented for royalty. 

This writer hopes that the fore
sight shown by members of the 
New York City billiard owners 
and those in Nassau County will 
spread along to some of the cit
ies where trouble in the form of 
riots is always present when the 
long. hot summer gets under
way. 

March, 1969 

UPSETI 

Ed Walter Beats 
AI Coslosky 

125-105 

MARCH 26 THROUGH APRIL lst.1969 
lHATCHES 

IN AFTER-NOON AND EVENING., 

CO-ED CUE CLUB 
5719-FRIENDL Y AVENUE., GREENSBORO, N .. C. 27410 

:CHALLEN8E MATCH 
St4'1'1inf 

LUTHER "WIMPY" LASSITER., 
AND CICERO "THE KID" MURPHY., 

IN A ALL-ROUND 
POCKET BILLIARD EXHIBITION 

150-14-1 STRAIGHT POOL & 9-BALL & ONE-POCKET 
11-0UT OF 21 GAMES 

9-BALL ONE POCKET #-OUT OF 5-GAMES., 

FOR COMPLETE DEALS CONTACT 
EXECUTIVE 

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR., 
ROBERT B. KING 
919-299-9712 

5719-WEST FRIENDLY AVENUE., 
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(Continued from Page 2) 

It is impossible for us to give 
you an accurate run down on 
the Allinger Billiard Academy 
and its involvement in the world 
of billiards. One of the greatest 
shot makers in pocket billiards 
who ever lived was also a man
ager of this Academy. We are 
talking about the' 'Golden Greek" 
world's champion pocket 
bill i a r d pIa ye r on the 
5xlO table and the former world's 
champion on a 4-l/2x9, and one 
of the really great players, 
Jimmy Caras. By the way, for 
our newer sub s c rib e r s in 
billiards, Jimmy Caras is a 
member of the Brunswick Advi
sory staff. When we called in last 
night to get a countdown on the 
Star Dust World's Richest tour
nament, Jimmy and his lovely 
wife, Marge, had flown out March 
8th, after taking in a whirl in the 
fun city - and we mean "fun." 

The Star Dust 5th Annual All 
Around Pocket Billiard Classic 
breaks records with the largest 
field of entries ever. Many new 
faces plus World's Champion 14-1 
Pocket Billiard Champion Irving 
Crane, World's All Around 
Pocket Billiard Champion Danny 
Jones , B.C.A. U.S. Open Cham
pion, Joe Balsis, and handsome, 
flashy. smooth-stroking Eddie 
Kelly, who was the winner of the 
Los Angeles Invitational that was 
completed on the 26th of 
February. Also the World's 
greatest colored cue star Cisero 
Murphy. We are sorry we do not 
ha ve the time and space to list 
all the names in this Pocket Bil
liard Classic. 

SPECIAL to all our readers 
\ .. ho have been writing in for in
formation on the Billiard Room 
Proprietors ' Association of Am
erica World's Pocket Billiard 
Cue Classic that is held each 
year in New York, we have been 
informed that the challenge match 
is cancelled between Crane and 
Lassiter, and the world's title 
has been moved to a later date, 
and we plan when this Tourna
ment is scheduled to give you 
the correct date and address 
where it will be held. 

ALSO SPECIAL to our many 
subscribers who have been mail
ing in requests for information 
about the 1969 Billiard Congress 
of America U. S. Open Pocket 
Billiard Trounament. where it 
will be held. the date and every
thing. We are sorry to say that 

we do not have information on 
this tournament at this time, but 
when and if it is scheduled, I am 
sure that we will ha ve something 
of importance to tell our sub
scribers and the billiard fans 
throughout the world. 

We of the National Billiard 
News staff send our deepest sym
pathy to the family and friends of 
Delmar stanton, whopassed 
away. 

Earl Newby 
Editor and Publisher 

~ '~,..,.",.,.~ 

~~Late 

Results" 

Mosconi WINNING POCKET BILLIARDS ........... $1.95 

Cottingham THE GAME OF BILLIARDS 
paper $1.95; cloth $4.95 

Lassiter BILLIARDS FOR EVERYONE ..... . ........ $1.95 
MODERN GUIDE TO PO'CKET BILLIARDS . . . . $4.95 

Crane YOUNG S'PORTSMAN'S GUIDE · 
TO POCKET BILLIARDS . . . cloth $2.75; paper $1.00 

Hoppe BILLIARDS AS IT SHOULD BE PLAYED . . . . . .. $3.00 
Caras TRICK & FANCY SHOTS IN POCKET BILLIARDS $1.80 

Billiard Congress O'FFICIAL .RULE BOOK . . ........ $1.25 
Brothe BILLIARD DIAMONDS (pamphlet) . . ..... .. . $1.00 

Schmidt Co-. FIRST FIVE YEARS OF CHALK UP . . ... . $1.95 

BILLIARD ARCHIVES 
154 LA VERNE AVENUE, LONG BEACH CALIF. 90803 

r 41 fl. 

NATlON.AL BILLIARD NEWS 

UP-SET TOMMY RYAN WIN 
OVER DANNY "LITTLE 
GREENLEAF GARON ER" 
AFTER HE HAD RAN 86 
BALLS HIGH RUN OF TOUR
NAMENT TO DATE., 

BERNIE SCHWARTZ UP-SET 
BILLY "CORNBREAD RED" 
BURGES 11-6 NINE BALl., 

.~ -
I c: . ::::::X :: :: C ::: : 

41TH E KING OF POCKET 
BILLIARDS HUBERT COKES 
UP-SET WORLD'S CHAM
PION IRVING CRANE IN 
ONE POCKET 3-11-69 

Ie :::::0. 

" 
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PHILADELPHIA NICK VAC- JIMMY "COWBOY MOORE" 
CHINO WINNER OVER RICH- 124 CISERO MURPHY 30 14 
IE FLORENCE. , - ONE STRAIGHT POOL., 

BALSIS 125 LESEUR 60 IN 14-0NE STRAIGHT POOl., 

MAURICE "TUGBOAT" WHALEY 
REFEREE OF "TH E HUSTLER" 

The Telephone (Area Code 608) 251- 2581 

~tktng CUE Company 

Hand-made Custom Cues 

Professional Repairs 

871 W,BELTLINE HIGHWAY, MADISON, WISCONSIN 53713 

Amerfcan 
BILLIARD CUES 

J c c 
bYJa.c4q~ 

All-American Best-Buys 
at every price level I 

SUGGESTED 
Shown left to right RETAil 

JXS SPECIAL SHARPSHOOTER $24.95 

JPS PROFESSIONAL SHARK 44.95 

JS SHARK 34.95 

JSS SPECIAL SHARK 39.95 

JSM SHARPSHOOTER 19.95 
Made In U.S.A. 

Models JSS and JPS havo the genuine Impregnated 

9'~~ 
ROCK MAPLE SHAFT 

for consistently smooth stroking. Try one and see. 

Sold Only Through Billiard Distributors and Dealers 
Write Today for Free Colo~ Brochure to : 

LOWVILLE-AMERICAN COMPANY, IN~. 

P. O. Box 461 
Reading, Penna. 19603 

/ 
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Hynes Wins / Three Cushion 
Federation Tournament .· 

Bill Hynes 

NATIONAL BILLIARD NEWS , 

Bi II Hynes of Costa Mesa, 
Cal ifornia, defeated defending 
champion Allan Gilbert . of 
Hollywood, California in a 
playoff game to win the se
cond annual National Three
Cushion Tournament sponsor· 
~d ' by the Bflliard Federation. 

The meet was held at the Elks 
Lodge in san ' Jose, calif. The 
two rivals finished regular play 
with identical records of 7 -1 after 
Hynes topped Gilbert 50- 43 in the 
final game. In the playoff match 
it was Hynes 50, Gilbert 44. 
The two players now travel to 
Tokyo, Japan, for the World's 
Tournament, April 1-5. 

Defending World' s Champion is 
Ra ymond Ceulemans of Belgium, 
who averaged an incredible 1.538 
in the recent European Cham
pionship. Second in that event was 
Laurent Boulanger of Belgium, 
who averaged 1.17.4 and third was 
Johann Scherz of Austria, who 
posted a 1.069. All three will 
compete in the World Tourna
ment in Japan. 

Qualifying from the south Am
erican C 0 r1f e d era t ion are 
Humberto Suiguimizu of Peru and 
Luis Martinez, who averaged .926 
and .881 respectively in the South 
American championship. 

Representing the Asian Con
federation will be three Japanese 
pIa yers, veteran Koya Ogata, who 
turned in an average of 1.128 
in the recent Japanese Cham
pionship, the orilliant young No
buaki Kobayashi, whose recent 
average of 1.224 stamps him as 
Ceulemans' first serious chal
lenge for the world' s title, and 
surprising Shigeki Kashiki, who 
turned in his lifetime best of 
1.006 to win a spot in the World 
Tpurnament. Kashiki lived in san 
Francisco for several years and 
represented the BFUSA in the 
1966 World Invitational in san 
Francisco. 

The BFUSA is already making 
plans for the next round of sec
tional Tournaments, the 1970Na
tional Tournament, and the' 1970 
World Tournament, which willbe 
held in the United States for the 
first time since 1936. Sites have 
not yet been chosen, and all of
fers will be considered. 

BILL "WEENIE BEENIE" 
STATAN CHECK IN AT THE 
STARDUST AND WIN HIS 
FIRST GAME SCHEDULE 
BY DEFEATING LEE HULSE 
REDWOOD CITY, CALIFOR
NIA. IN ONE POCKET. 

U.S.A. CIIAMPIONSUn· BILLIARD TOURNAMENT 

SAN .lOSE 

1969 :i ~ 
C( ~ 0: 

~] t 0: ... 
~ 
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.:l ~ ~ '" -.:...:.. . 6 N 

~i a::~ y g 

~ l .g ~;.<: :: I-o~ 
~ i:Q to 0"- I- • 1 0 ~ • :!' ;ej q ::: .. ~1 o.J • 'i .., 0: • ~ 0: 

~ ::: E ~~ ~.:: j ::: !l ~::: ::a~ c.s '" ~ 0:-< 
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A LLC.\' GII..8£RT 
HoDyu;ood. ClIli/. 

WILLI"" .\I lfY.\ 'CS 
Lo. "ngd~z. Cali/. 

JOliN 'SOX.\ '£R 
HtmIbt"c. .Yew y",i: 

IlAROLD BAKER 
Burbank,Calif. 

MER IlL S.\{ITH 
Chic4go,lllinoil 

ROBERT TRACY 
AI.om<da, Coli,. 

VIRCIL HEALY 
1-"tlt:$. Mkhi&an 

BLYTH AO.wS 
S~&laeI.CaJit. 

DONALD TOZER 
Decmur.lllinov 

The ~ Chamllions Choicel 

WORLD FAMOUS 
GANDY BIG "G" 

~ 
Lauri Makes Fast 

~ Recovery From § ~ z .~ , Z 

~ 0 0 

li-~ 
~ ~ § i" !o 

~ <: i Iniury 
9 .68 Z 

At 74 when most men would 
7 .7/ / be content to sit back In a 

8 .f, I S 
rocking chair Onofrio Lauri, 
the grand Dean of Pocket 

6 Billiard Players, is once again 
·66 3 starting out in search of the 

7 8 golden rainbow--the World's . ~5'" 
Pocket Billiard Ch amp ionship. 

. ~o b At 74 when most men would 
be contest to sit back in a rocking 

{; chair Onofrio Lauri, the grand .S7 4- Dean of Pocket Billiard Players, 

9 9 is once again starting out 
.~3 in search of the golden rainbow--

the wor ld's Pocket Billiard 
7 .!~ 7 Championship. 

See The Gandy Big 'G ' At 
The $33,000 STARDUST OPEN 
Tournament, Las Vegas, March 
6·22, 1969. This Beautiful 
Table Again Selected For The 
World's Richest Tournament. 

MANUFACTU RERS AND DISTRI BUTORS OF 
BILLIARD TABLES AND SUPPLIES 

For Free Brochure and Prices, Write Your Nea rest Dealer 
or Contact Us Directly 

Phone 745-7621 or 745-6106 

.;,~::;::::;:;::::;::============~ 
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CISERO MURPHY WINNER 
OVER "PORTLAND DON 
WATSON. , ONE POCKET. , 

" As far as I'm concerned I'm. 
not ready for them to take up a 
collection for me and retire me 
to the fields. I love this game 
of pocket billiards and maybe 
if I would have listened to my 
father in Williamsberg then I 
could have been a fine violin 
player. But billiards is my game 
and be it in tournaments or in 
exhibitions like I did the other 
week at Joe Russo's place in 
Trenton I love it. 

"You know there is a certain 
type of feeling you get when you 
are able to walk into a bil
liard establishment be it here, 
in New york or in say Washing
ton and everyone there recog
nizes you. Or what a feeling 
you get when you take a young
ster and give him his tlrst les
son in billiards and then watch 
him progress to the point where 
he is able to pocket balls with 
the skill of an oldtimer. 

"These are the things in my 
opinion you measure instead of 
the financial rewards. Sure, it's 
good to have money and not 
worry about where your next 
meal is coming from and there 
are times that my wife has had 
to go without certain luxuries 
that she is entitled to. But Jen
ny understood what bill i a r d s 

. meant to me and she has been 
great. I was very fortunate to 
meet a woman like her and thank 
God with all things considered 
my life has been good." 

From Cue Ball Kelly, who 
has known Onofrio for over 45 
years, comes this tribute to the 
grand old man of the game. 

"To have him back in action 
pocketing the balls with his steady 
stream of comment is like see
ing the return of an old friend. 
I've known Onofrio and reffed 
games and given exhibitions 
around the country for oh, so 
many years and you would be 
surprised at some of the new 
tricks he comes up With when 
we appear together. 

"The man is an example to 
all, be they old or young, that 
when the spirit is there the body 
reacts and I, for one, am happy 
that he has come back in such 
fine style after his accident which 
once again denied him the chance 
to attain his highest goal. You 
know, some of the younger play
ers laugh when they see that 
they have to face Onofrio but 
once the combat gets underway, 
they respect the grand ()ld man. 
Look at some of the recent 
World's tournaments that he has 
been in and see how many top 
ranking players he has knocked 
off. Then, of course, there was 
the National Nine-Ball Cham
pionship last year when Onofrio 
looked so good and took home 
the top prize." 

Lauri has become a legend 
in New York and Dave Curtis, 
the night sports editor of the 
New York Pos t, said: 

" I think it'll be a great loss 
to the game when Lauri gives 
up wielding his cue." 

The juniors of the New York 
area have been treated to many 
an exhibition by Lauri and the 
old man is proud that the young
sters still give him the acco
lades. 

"It' s a great feeling when you 
hear those cheers, be it from 
the oldtimers or the youngsters," 
Onofrio said, "and I only hope 
that I'll be able to hear them 
until the Good Lord calls me to 
put down my cue stick." 

If there' s a pocket billiard 
match in the hereafter, and I 
hope that it 'won't be too soon, 
don' t bet that Onofrio wouldn't 
claim the title. But now it's still 
the World's that he's looking 
for and I won't bet against him 
on any given day. 

Here's best Wishes to the Dean 
for a complete r ecover y and 
many mor e high r uns. 

/ 
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