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Crane Wins 
CRANE, WIN THE NATIONAL BILLIARD NEWS 1970 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
TO IRVING CRANE, IN RECOGNITION OF HIS 
DEVOTION AND CONTRIBUTION TO THE BETTERMENT 
OF THE SPORT, EARL NEWBY PUBLlS'HER AND EDITOR 

Irving Crane, Winner of 1969 
The National BilliaIl News 
Achievement award, has won the 
1970 The National Billiard News 
Achievement award for the second 
year in a row, Crane has been 
one the greatest pocket Billiard 
cham ion in modern time his cue 
maste~y in the world tournament 
in Los Angeles, California cue 
claSSiC, and his come from be
hind victory in Rene Beaupre 2100 
points Challenge exhibi tion Match 
in Montreal, Quebec Canada. Joe 
Balsis wa<; leading each night they 
would play 300 points the very last 
night Balsis open up with runs of 
78- points and his next shot he run 
70-points and Crane never let up 
he had such great control of the 

cue ball he run out. We were at 
Irv Soblowitz salt city open at the 
holiday bi lliards on Erie Blvd 
Syracuse, N.Y. and we was sur4 
that Joe Balsis was the winner 
was amazed when Crane beat 
Balsis both games to win, Balsis 
needed five balls and Crane came 
to the table and run rack after 
rack and a ninety two and out, 
Crane control of the cue ball is 
the difference between the world 
greatest pocket Billiard player and 
those runners up. We drove back 
from Syracuse that night and we 
stopped in Binghantom, N.Y. for 
coffee, and in Scranton, Pa. for 
coffee, arriving in Philadelphia 
at (9 A.M. stil thinking about that 
run Crane made on Bal5is . 

Snooker/Pool Tournament 
Between the u.S. and England 
BY JOE MARCUS 
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR 

International Sports Agency of New York and Ray 
Davis Promotions of London are now working out 
the final details for the first annual "Hands Across 
the Sea Snooker/Pool Tournament between the U.S. 
and England. 

Tentative plans call for the staging of the first 
event later this , year in London with the U.S. team 
hosting the match the following year. 

"This is what the game really 
needs to get the international spot
light," Ray Davis told this writer 
on a recent trip to London. " The 
combination of snooker and pool is 
sure to thrill the capacity crowds 
we expect." , 

Constantine Seredin, the presi
dent of ISA, said: 

"This is a great idea--one that 
should have been thought of years 
ago. It will open the area of in
ternational sponsorship to the pool 
player and allow him to take his 
rightful step alongside athletes in 
other sports." 

Plans call for each team to be 

Each player will play five pocket 
billiard matches and five snooker 
matches. 

A I m 0 s t certain to represent 
England are Rex Williams, John 
Spencer, Fred Davis and two others 
to be selected. 

The U.S. team is now being work
ed out and the Billiard News ex
pects to have the names of the 
squad early next month. 

" I've been doing a lot of prac
ticing since I played in the World's 
Pocket Billiard Tournament inNew 
York two years ago," said Wil
liams "and I'll fell you one thing. 
The match isn't going to wind 'up 

(Continued on page 7) 

Vern Peterson, One of the best 
pocket billiard players on thewest 
coast and owner of "The Billiards 
Palace, Bellflowers, Cal if 0 r n i a 
won the B.C.A. Qualifying Double 
Elimination 14-1 Straight Pool 
Tournament. "Jerry Stonier owner 
of the Jointed Cue, Lounge, in 
Sacramento, California. The match 
had to be one of the all time 

Second Class Po stage Pai d 

at Philadelphia, Pa. AUG-uS, 

Award 

Half Moon Bay, California won Ryan jumping to a quick lead with 
the winners Bracket side of the a thirty five ball run. The undaun
double elimination tourney, while ted Peterson caught and passed , 
Vern Peterson battled back through him to win 150 to 104. The usually 
the losers bracket after a first cocky Ryan was seemingly rattled 
match loss to Doug Krisch, of and broken spir ited as he missed 
Sacramento, California. In the Sun- several easy shots toward the end. 
day finals Tom Ryan needed one The scene was now set for the 
victory over Peterson in the two finale with Peterso[l winning the 
matches to win the Title. The first 
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PAGE TWO 

Editor's 
Notebook 

by EARL NEWBY 

To all our readers we wont to report that with the tight dollar and 
high taxes that has slowed down the national cash registers receipts in 
the Family Billiard Lounges, and Billiards Centerd and Pool Room, 
this year however we wont to report that the National median family 
income in the country now is $9750.00 so we feel that Billiards will re
cover and the 1971 will have bigger and better Cash Prizes. We received 
a telephone call from Fred Whalen, and he said his Cue Classics for 
1971 bas been change to a all around Tournament featuring three divi
sion 9-Ball One-Pocket and 14-1 Stright -Pool, Totaling $40,000.00 in 
cash prizes to be held the Elk Club in Los Angeles, California. The 
dates same as last year, January 29th; through February 20th; 1971 
"Whalen" said that his Cue Show is to be sanction by the Billiard Con
gress of America. We were talking to the big daddy of the Tournament 
Promoters who has out class all others in Cash Prizes Paulie and his 
late brother George are responsible for the $20,000.00 World's All 
Around Tournament the lOth; Annual coming up. And the $33,000.00 
Stardust Open. and Paulie said it will be $40,000.00 for his Fun City 
Las Vegas, All Around Pocket Billiard Championship Tournament. 

Paulie told us that they are planning open hart surgery on him in Wood, 
Wisconsin. if Paulie has Surgery the dates will be change on both the 
$20,000.00 World's All Around one-hundred Entrys Pool Tourney . . the 
dates will be the first two weeks in Decem ber, 1970. The new dates for 
the $40,000.00 Stardust Open will be the first two weeks in May. 1971. ' 

The B.C.A. PreSident, James Wilhem, of Saunier & Wilham Co. and 
Leonard BantZ, Executive Secretary of B.C.A. will open the $21,000.00 

• United States Open 14-1 Stright Pool Championship pocket Billiard 
Tournament. is scheduled for August 25th; through 29th; 1970 in Chicago, 
Illinois. Luther Ul;ssiter was the winner last ytlar of the men division. 

Dorothy Wise, was the winner of the women di vision. Dorothy has won all 
the Women World Titles she played in. For all are readers if yot! have 
not seen this great lady pool player in action take in this great cue 
clasSic and see the world's best in action, and meet the Top -Billiard 
Brass 1D Billiards. 

We would Uke to 1llustrate the ,I aim and Delivery';. To determine the 
line of aim let your bridge hand be raised or lowered as my be made 
necessary for the delivery of your cue, care being to rise the butt as 
little as posSible, thus permitting the cue to rest nearly horizontal. In 
changiDg tha height of the bridge hand do not allow the end of your thumb 
to rise or fall, separated from the forefinger, against wHich it should 
.rest gently, but secure the proper height by raising or lowering the 
palm of the hand from the table, permitting the weight to come upon 

--- the heel of the hand and ends of the fingers. now in preparing for the 
stroke many things must be planed and considered; the power or strength 
to be employed, the chances for a" kiss" the weight of ball and cue, that 
type or the probable poSition for the succeeding shot, and more import
ant matter of all, the exact target upon the cue ball to be hit with the 
cue tip. first resolve upon the direction of aim, then the tip on the cue
ball for receiving the cue;- let you eye rise to the precise spot or target 
on the object ball, as with the marksman who regards the target rather 
than his rine, in shooting. in moving the cue forward and backward to 
secure aim, and a smooth stroke, let the tip each time come with in one 
eight of an inch of the cue-ball, being careful, of course, not to make a 
foul we notice some players do not permit the cue-tip to approach 
nearer the cue-ball than an inch, and at that distance a stroke false to 
the calculation is most certain to result. The novice and the beginner 
should not be discouraged by the result of a stroke which he may have 
reasond to himself was perfect. whatever the intentions may have been 
before making it, the course ofthe ball will slow beyond doubt .the stroke 
that was actually made, and the player will then understand, if that 
course be different than he antiCipated, that the point of contacf upon 
the cue-ball was not such as he intended; he must remembez:; in fact, 
human viSion is easily deceived. 

Jacob Schaefer, "The Wizard" 
was born in Milwaukee, February, 
2, 1855, and reared in Leaven
worth, Kansas. On July 25th, 1873,: 
at the age of 18-years, he made 
his first public appearance at 
Washington Hall, Indianapolis. 
Purse Game, Schaefer 300-4.84-
38; Parker A. Byers. 

He had also won, over Jack 
Garratt, two weeks before, de
feating him by 1000 to 952· but 
it was at the Four-Ball Gam~ and 
in Garratt's Indianapolis billiard 
room. 
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LUTHER LASSITER 
JIM MURRAY 

Reprinted from the Trentonian 
Luther Clement Lassiter, who 

gave up work at a v~ry earJ¥ age, 
shakes hands with you with his 
left hand. That's because he plays 
pool with his right hand and doesn't 
want to expose it to any more 
contagion than necessary. 

He plays the game about as well 
as anybody ever has, which-is re
markable considering Luther has 
never had a well day in his Ufe. 

"I've been sick all my life," he 
says. This included the 4-1/2 
years he was seasick. It was dur
ing World War II and Luther was 
on a subchaser in the Coast Guard. 
He could have putinfor a transfer. 

,There is no do u b t a spark-plug 
wiper on a Coast Guard cutter had a 
low priority in the U-boats' master 
plan, but Luther dismissed the 
thought. After all, he was sick on 
land, too. At sea, he at least knew 
what it was. 

Luther is as gloomy as a Mos
cow winter. It took the combined 
armies of Hitler, Mussollni and 
the Mikado to drive him to work
ing. He's fatalistic . He is sure that 
the worst thing that can happen to 
you probably will. He is the Scho
penhauer of pool. 

He was operated on for ulcers, 
but his fr.iends feel there is no 

~ surgical procedure for his main 
illness-hypochondria. He looks 
without enthusiasm on his nick
name,-· 'Wimpy" (" a lot of fool
ishness,"he snorts. "I ate 13 hot 
dogs at a ball game once") and 
insists it is not based on a fond
ness for hamburgers ("people Ue 
- - I don't know what for," he 
grumbles). 

He is not church-going but says 
he gives anybody who professes 
atheism a wide berth in case 
there's a thunderstorm. 

* * * 
He feels that pool is "the mos t 

honest game there is," that it got 
its underserved reputation in its 
infancy (" some of the biggest 
thieves in the world are on a golf 
course,"he complained). 

* * * 

cept when there was a war on) 
since the days when he used to see 
his father ruining his health as 

foreman of a rolling 'mill near his 
home in Elizabeth City, N.C. _ 

A halo is not part of Luther's 
wardrobe either. He admits to 
hustling in his day ("everybody 
hustles," he observes). He's been 
in love a few times, but mainly 
with money, but he has seen real 
tragedy. That would be the time the 
guy with the faulty stroke and 116,-
000 dollars showed up in Norfolk 
and all Wimpy could get of it was 
9 100 dollars before he got called 
h~me to take care of his parents. 
By the time he got back, someone 
else had got the other 106,900 
dollars. Wimpy has been looking 
for the guy ever since. 

He carries his own ' "Do Not 
Disturb" sign with him (in case 
the hotel runs out), shuts off the 
phone, feels about publicity the 
way a bank r obber would feel about 
having his picture in the post of
fice, and thinks that life in generaJ 
is an 8-ball. 

"I'm glad to be here, and I 'll 
be glad to leave," he says. At 51, 
he figures the Lord may run the 
table on him at any moment,
particularly since he feels so 
lousy. 

He sat in the Elks Club down
town in Los Angeles the other day 
where he was playing in the 19,500 
dollar world' s pocket billiards 
championship and surveyed the 
scene with visible dissatisfaction. 

For one thing, the billiard cloths 
w1ll be too new (they w1ll get wet 
and then dry and lift off the table 
and the balls will flyhigh); the 
pockets are too big (a good play
er, like a good golfer, likes the 
course tough so some rinkydink 
won't get lucky and win); the guy 
racking for the break will likely 
have greasy hands ("greasy balls 
don't stroke trtCe"); but, worst of 
all, the guys won't be playing for 
their own money (" it tenses a man 
up if he has to reach in his won 
pocket if he loses--this way I 

He snorts also at the motion of . couldn't care if they put up 72 
pool hall violence. "Pool is not billion dollars. If it don' t come out 
physical in any way. If you can lift of your own pocket, it's like writ-
20 ounces, you can play it." ing home for money. I'd like to 

He looks like a traveling par- play these guys for their money"). 
son, which must have stood him in 
good stead (and given the clergy 
a bad name) in the days when he 
would hop off a train or drop over 
to Norfolk to chalk a cue and get 
himself a little hamburger money. 
He travels light--just a tux and 
a pool cue. He never married, 
never worked for a salary (ex-

Luther looked around the room 
as though it were a scarlet fever 
ward. "Do you know," he asked 
g 100mlly, "this l~ the only game in 
the world you co\rld lose without 
ever getting off a shot?" 
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Danny McGoorty 
Taken III 

McGOORTY 

, Jh 'f/JJJ.U 

/1 4~ 1l1~~ 
c;Jo~ W'"1 

Danny McGoorty, forfbrtyyears 
a widely-known and respected 
three-cushion billiard player, is 
seriously ill and has moved to 
Seattle to be close to a special
ized clinic. 

Friends wishing to give him a 
lift by means of a card or letter 
can reach him at 154 South 152nd 
Street, Seattle, Washington 98148. 

Making Of The 
Tournam enf 1970 

BY DAVID A. LAlBOW 
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR 

The hard work, long hours, and 
teamwork that resulted in the 1970 
New Jersey State Pocket Billiards 
Championship Tournament at Eli
zabeth, N.J.'s HI-CUE BILLIARD 
LOUNGE began within a few min
utes after Mike Asch, HI-CUE Ac
tivities Director slit open the ma- , 
nila envelope marked "Billiard 
Congress of America." 

The envelope, containing Sanc
tion Number 13, signal~ed that the. 
time had come to move the HI
CUE organization into hlgh gear, 
and turn every effort to the suc
cessful completion of the Tour
nament. 

Within 72 hours after the Sanc
tion was received, the Official 
Tournament invitation was sent 
to a list of over 300 players in 
almost every part of the United 
States, with sets of invitations 
going to major Billiard rooms in 
New Jersey, for the convenience 
of players. 

While Ed Asch, Operations Di-=--
rector of HI-CUE and his staff of 
management and maintenance per

Continued nn page 3) 

'WANTED 
3-CUSH'ON 

or 
CAROM 

BALK LINE 
CUSHIONS 
A 4% x9 

TABLE BY 
BRUNSWICK 

A. F. BlOESE 
Box #787 Battle 
Creek, Mich. 49017 
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CHAMPIONSHIP TOURNAMENT IN CHICAGO TOURNAMENT 1970 
Cimtillued from page 2 

sonne I conducted a careful facili
ties analysis, to determine floor 
layout, seating arrangements, 
purchase and construction ofblea
chers for the overflow crowd ex-

Fifth Annual U.S. Open Billiards August 15 19 1948 and is the sole judge and 
exc lusi ve governing bod y over 
players, rules, arid official tour
naments. It took over the spon
sorship of the World Pocket Bil
liards Championships, which dated 
back to 1878. In 1966 the U.S. 
Open was adopted to allow any 
player in the United States to 
compete through organized play. 

(CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, July 
20, 1970)--The 5th Annual U_S. 
Open Pocket Billiards Champion
ship Tournament, sponsored by 
the Billiard Congress of America 
(BCA), will be held at the Shera
ton-Chicago Hotel, Chicago, Au
gust 25-29, 1970. 

This year $21,000 in prize money 
will be awarded in the 14.1 straight 
do ubI e elimination competition 
which draws the greatest billiards 
players in the nation. The First 
U.S. Open was held in Chicago in 
1966. 

women's matches will be based on 
75 points. The double elimination 
format which has proved to be 
highly successful in past tourna
ments will be continued." 

Top-seeded Lassiter will be fa
cing such champions as Irving 
Crane, 1966 U.S. Open Champion 
and Los Angeles Invitation win
ner; Joe Balsis, 1968 U.S. Open 

. Champion; and 1969 runner-up 
Jack Breit, who won all his mat
ches in last year's competition 
only to lose twice to Lassiter in 
final play-ofts. 

Other contestants include Danny 
Gartner, Missouri titlist; Jim Ma-

Tickets for the 1970 Cham pion
ship Tour n am en t are available 
from $2 to $4 a piece and ten
session tournament ticket books 
are $20 from the Billiard Congress 
of America, 717 North Michigan 
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. 

The BCA was incorporated in 

A.E Schmidt 

' pected, publicity releases an
nouncing the Tournament were 
sent to daily newspaper in New 
York City and New Jersey, and to 
a multitude of weekly newspapers 
in New Jersey's densely populated 
northern half. 

M eteor Tables 

Defending c ham pi 0 n s Luther 
Lassiter and Dorothy Wise will be 
competing to retain the titles 
they won in last year's U.S. Open 

taya, Michigan State Champion; and ;t ............ : 
Steve Cook, winner of the Stardust J 
Open in Las Vegas. 

Mike Geiger of Chas. W. House 
in Las Vegas. The U.S . Open is and Sons, chairman of the U.S. 
conSidered the billiard world's Open Committee reports the heavi
most prestigious event. The men's est ticket demand he has seen 
crown is worth $5,000 in - prize for tournament play. "I'm expec
money; the women's crown is $500. ting an $8,000-$10,000 gate for 

The U.S. Open matches the toP' the event," he says. "Chicago is a 
thirty-two men and eight women, hotbed of pool activity and I know 
players in their respective divi- most of the sessions will be sell
s ion s. Twenty-one state and me- outs." 
tropolitan tournament winners will Heading the women's division 
be numbered among the contes- line-up is Mrs. Dorothy Wise, 
tants in this yeru:'s championship 55-year old C a Ii fo r n i a grand
event. mother who has held her crown 

James F. Wilhem, president of for three straight years. Among 
BCA, said, "We anticipate this will her challengers is ll-year old 
be the strongest field of compe- charmer Jean Balukas of Brook
titors ever assembled for the bil- lyn, the runner-up in the recent 
liards championship. The menwill women's division of the U.S. Mas
play 150 point games and the ' ters. 

'HI-CUE TOURNAMENT 
PLANNING 

Releases included information 
about the Tournam ent, together 
with sidelight stories about en
trants - a good example being the 
fact that this Tournament would 
pit th~ Mizeraks, father and son, 
against each other for the first 
time in Sanctioned plall. 

At the same time, Al Goldman, 
Chief StatistiCian for the Tourna
ment was constructing a massive 
20' double elimination score chart, 
with a plastic overlay. 

"We've made a giant master 
chart this year, so that we can 
mark every game's progress as 
soon as games are completed. It. 
has many advantage's: it's a gra-

,phic, working ' model of the Tour
nament; as soon as the pairing 
draw is completed and the results 
posted, every player can estimate 
his poSition in the final outcome, 
by seeing who he's likely to be 
playing, and where relative 
strength and weakness lies - up
sets . are always poSSible, but at 
least it's a guide. And it makes 
the Tournament more interesting 
to the spectators who can't attend 
every game - they can see who 
has what place as the Tournament 
goes along, and make plans to at
tend the games where their fav
orites are playing." 

As entries rolled in, press re
leases were sent to the home
town newspapers of .the entrants, 
emphasizing their entry, and their 
opportunity to go to the U.S. Open 
in August. Each entrant was asked 
to specify the newspaper he pre
ferred. 

HI-CUE's $15,000 Exhibition 
Center, where the matches would 
be held, was temporarily expanded 
to accommodate another 200 spec
tators, and the lighting, air con
ditioning, public address systems 
were checked and overhaUled. Four 
BrunSWick Gold Crown tables were 
set in a square, so that Tourna
ment play could proceed with 4 
games of 125 points each, and ' 
tables poSitioned so that specta
tors in any seat could view which
ever of 4 games they were in
terested in, from any vantage 
point. "Infex;est shifts -from game 
to game," said Mike Asch, "dur
ing a Tournament. ' We wanted to 
make sure tilat our patrons were . 
not going to be bored, or unable 
to see the game they came to see, 
or that they'd miss an exciting 

shot or run. Setting up wide-angle 
seating arrangements is the best 
answer we've found." 

Early in the planning, a request 
had gone out fo'r Referees and 
other officials - scorers, board
men, and recordkeepers. At the 
beginning of July, clinics were 
conducted for them at HI-CUE. 

."The recruiting and training of 
younger referees and officials has 
an overall benefit for the game," 
says Al Schlenger, HI-CUE's 
Chief Referee. "The same men 
can't always score, you've got to 
have new blood. And being in an 
actual tournament is the best prac
tice we can give them. And a 
player is likely to play better, in 
or out of Tournaments, when he 
knows how refereeing and scor
ing is actually conducted." 

Overseeing it all, was Mike 
Asch. "Running a Tournament is 
impossible with one or two men. 
And when you've got to plan other 
events, such as the youth Tourna
ment in August, with it, every bit 
of help and cooperation counts. 
Toward the Tournament itself, we 
were all putting in fairly long hours 

- and extra efforts. But it paid off 
- there's no question of that." 
, Outside HI-CUE, the City of 

Elizabeth pitched in as well. The 
Mayor of Elizabeth, Hon. Thomas 
G. Dunn, issued a Proclamation 
making July 12, the last day of 
the Tournament "BILLIARDS 
CHAMPIONSHIP of the March of 
Dimes, whose Chairman, John 
Mottley, was Honorary Tourna
m ent Director. And the Sports 
Department of THE DAILY JOUR
NAL, Elizabeth's dominant daily 
newspaper, provided constant cov-:
erage of the Tournament, as well 
as , consistent announc'em ents and 
human interest stories before it 
was held. 

At last, the big day itself. Sche
dules of officials all made up; a 
full field of Tournament players 
scheduled; the Exhibition Cen
ter prepared with extra seats, ta
bles in place, and s coreboards 
up; a unique two- color ,Tourna': 
ment program ready; and "cof
fee-and" for , the players and of
fi cials at the 10 A.M. Friday pair
ing draw. Mike Asch and the HI
CUE stafi'were ready to go. , 

10 A.M: at HI-CUE. 32 players 
and assorted officials wait at the 
Exhibition Center for ' Mike Asch: 
Mike Asch, after weeks of hard 
work and planning, steps to the 
box containing 32 names . ' 

To all our reader is a sparkling and luxurious furnishings add im mens .' oyment of play
ing on the A.E. Schmidt Meteor tables the true-roll professional action provided by genuine slate beds super 
rubber cushions and vitalite balls on the Meteors keep the crowd coming each day through the year. 

Experience . .. 
is the best teacherl-

100 YEARS 
~PLUS 20 
. .. that's how long 

A. E. SCHMIDT CO. has 
been manufacturing and selling 

Billiard Supplies and Equipment 
For five generations and still in the same family ... that's 

the record of quality craftsmanship in the billiard field by 
A. E. SCHMIDT CO. 

Some of our customers have been our customers for 50 
or more years. This alone should tell you something. You just 
don't keep customers that long unless you have something 
they want. 

We are constantly updating our service so that we ~will 
always be able to give our customers the best in merchan
dise and equipment. We wouldn't have it any other way. 
After all, how else could we have survived this long? With 
one century behind us, we are well on the way to another. 
And you know, we have a feeling we will make it. Won't you 
join us? Send for our catalog, today. 

SINCE 1850 

co. 

~=====. ~/ =============-- () 
112 SIDNE-Y STREET, ST. LOUIS, MO. 63104 

Telephone: (314) 773-8686 

- / 
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Creating A Futur. Pool Market 

On April 25-26 last, we ran a 3 class tournament with 42 entries in all classes. The largest tournament ever held in Pocket. --Class "A" played 
to 125 pts. 14.1 with 1st. George Cole - 5-1 - $96.00 and trophy; 2nd. - Jim Gray - 4-1 - $42.00 and trophy; 3rd. - Ron Patterson - 3-2 - $24.00 
and trophy. -- Class " B" 100 pts. with 1st Marco Calcanas - 6-1 - $96.00 and trophy; 2nd - Billie Heye - 5-2 -$42.00 and trophy; 3rd - Ernie S~lIwili 
5-1 - $24.00 and trophy. --Class "C" 75 pts. - 1st - Jim Higgins - 5-0 - $32.00 and trophy; 2nd - Bud Carlson - 4-1 - $14.00 and trophy; 3rd - Dan 
Marshall - 3-2 - $8.00 and trophy. 

2. It is teaching them proper 
conduct so they will fi t into the 
new Family Billiards Lounges & 
Billiards Centers image we are 
trying to create. 

3. The kids come back at other 
times to play with their parents 
(at full rates). 

4. It is occupying tables which 
would norm ally be empty. 

5. It cr eates good will in the 

comm~ity toward the House of 
Lords in particular and the game 
of billiards in general, Since it is 
endorsed by the local Police Boys 
Club. 

6. QUite a few of the boys are 
now steady customers, since they 
have reached the age of 16. 

7. The boys use the vending 
machines for soda, candy, games, 
etc. 

8. Billiards provides a sport 
for some boys who are not phys ic
ally capable of competing in other 
spor ts such as baseball, football, 
bowling, etc. It gives the little 
skinny kid and the big fat kid a 
chance to excell in a sport. Mr. 
Gordon sees to it that every boy 
receives a trophy before the s ea-
!':on ends . 

. . 
9. Many mothers br ing their 

Allen Wins 9 Ball Tourney 

KELLY, ALLEN, ADAM S. BROSTOSI<I , I'v1cCONNE LY, MATAYA ... 

sons to the first session and are 
surprised to see the pleasant, 
clean atmosphere. The House of 
Lords is the premiere billiard 
parlor in New York with hi-fi 
mUSiC, carpeting, panelling, palm 
trees and plenty of light. 

Stan Gordon knows that the Lit
tle League of Billiards has helped 
his business. He feels that every 
billiard room in the country should 

9·8all Tourney 
Ends In Tie 

try to promote Little League Bil
liards. It would be good business 
now and in the future. Bowling 
has done it for years and the r e
sults are fantastic . The spert of 
billiards is every bit as much 
fun as bowling ans has many ad
vantages. 

However it is vitally important 
that each proprietor band every 

(Continued on page 9) 

wins and six losses won two hun
dred in prizes. Johnson finished 
nineth, won two- hundred dollars 
prize money, Norman Howard was 
tenth winning three games and 
losing eight games, won two hun

Recently the $5200.00 cash pri- dred dollars in prize money, 
. zes Long Beach, International 9- "Philadelphia" Joe Veasey, was 
Ball Tournament ending in a four- eleventh with two-wins and nine 
way tie a sudden-death play- losses, won two-hundred dollars 
now is the time for all good in prizes money, Don Watson was 
was held at the tournament site, the twelveth with one-win and ten
the pru:amount billiards center, losses, won two hundred in prize 
Tournament room Long Beach, money. In picture from left to 
California, schedule after the re- right Eddie Kelly, Les Vegas, 
schedule tournam ent site, Nevada, second place fiiUsner'-:-, ----,'1;1 

the paramount billiards center, Ronnie Allen, Burbank C alifprnia. 
Tournament room Long Beach, the winner. The Sponsor Mr . Ad
California, schedule after the re- am S. Brostoski passing out the 
s chedule and the four way tie was checks totaling three-thousands 

, over, Ronnie Allen was the first and one hundred and fifty dollars 
place finis her winner of eleven two the first four winners. Har? 
hundred and fifty dollar s in prize McConnell of Los Angeles , Cah
money. Eddie Kelly was second forni a was the third place fin
and received seven- hundred and isher, Jim Mataya, of Lansing 
fifty dollars in prize money, Har- Michigan was fourth place fin
ry McConnell was third receiving isher. To all of readers Mr . Ad
six-hundred and seventy-five dol- am S. Brostoski, is a manufac
lars in prize money, Jim Mataya, ture of Billiards and Pockets Ta
was fourth receiving five - hundred bles and most ever kind of equip
and seventy- five dollars in prize m ent for the Billiards Rooms and 
money Allen Kelly, McConnell, F ailys Billiard Lounge, and re-

d Jim Mataya fi nished with creation rooms in homes and apts. 
~ ht-wins and th~ee losses . Ed- He all- so reproduce the early 
~~: Burton was fifth won seven model, The Tiffany antique pool 
g~m es losing four ga~ es, won four table, this table is truly a most 
- hundred ans seventy-five dollars . beautiful and fascmahn g, peace of 
Danny Diliber to, and Richie Flor- furniture we ever seen; yO~ can 

finished in a tie for s ix and write to MR. ADAl\! S. I3,WS-
ence C/ O P t B' lr ards s eventh place prize money, each TOSK!. - aramoun 1 1 

r eceived two- hundred and eighty- Center , 211-East Fourth Street, 
s even dollars and fifty - cent Richie Long Beach, Ca. 90813 for yOUI' 

Ambrose finished eight with fi ve- billiards accessory. 



. -
AUGUSl:. 1970 _ .. ....NATI0 NAL BILLIA,RD.NEWS PAGE FIVE 

Balsis Became Billiards King 
When Glamor Came Inlo Game 

Mountain Pool 
Monticello, Liberty and Ellen

ville. 

Evelyn Oal Porto 
It was dark In the corner of the 

room -- "our most private cor
ner ," the maitre d'had confided -
and Joe Balsis, searching for a ham 
omelette somewhere in front of 
him, took a pair of glasses out of 
his pocket. 

"Understand," he said, "that I 
have perfect eyes. I mean in my 
line you got to. My brother-in-law, 
he's an opta, or an optha -- whadaya 
call it? -- yeah, opthamologist, and 
he gives me these to sort of soothe 
my eyes · so I won't have to squint 
in' places like this." 

He was asked whether he wore 
the glasses when he works and he 
leaned across the table and shook 
his head in a gesture that seemed 
to be saying, "Whaddaya kiddin' or 
somethin'?" 

"Whadaya kiddin' or somethin?" 
he said. "How many b ill1a r d ~ 
s h 0 0 t e r s .you ever see wearing 
glasses, huh?" 

There was silence for a moment 
and then there was an answer . 
"Luther Lassiter ," he was told. 

STORY OF LIFE 
"Ah c'mon " . said ' Joe Balsis. J . I 

" I mean someone who really needs 
them. Not just someone who likes 
to use a little psychology on the 
guy he's play in; • Good for him, 
though. He's got the color guys like 
you are lookin' to write about. 
Publicity. Maybe that's it." 

The man who raps numbered 
balls into cushioned pockets for a 
living put down his fork and stuck 
a cigaret into a holder. 

"Now it's not like I haven't had 
my chances," he said. "Not long 
ago some guy -- a writer -- call
ed me from Iowa and says how he'd 
like to write a story about my life 
and maybe make it into a book. 
Says he's got a publisher. 

"I asked him what the split is 
and he says 50-50-- right down the 
middle -- and I says that's fine 
with me and when do we get to
gether? Well, then he calls me back 
and says he's gotta have a 70-30 
Cl,lt, and me, I'm floored. I told 

.him that he's got no story without 
me. I tell him to cut out the ba
loney, that we got no deal. 

FAST BUCK ARTIST 
"And then he tells me that may- . 

be we could get some movie rights 
out of it. But I can see right 
through this joker. He wants to use 
me to make a fast buck." 

The waiter took the plates away 
and Balsis had room for his el
bows. "But later I got to thinkin'. 
I mean I have led a very inter
estin' life. I started out a cool 
kid in my father's billiards par
lor and win some titles and ther 
retire before I'm 20 to become a 
butcher. And then I do that for 20 
years or so and then I make a 
comeback, win a couple of world 
titles and here we are today. It 
would make a good movie." 

He laughed -- but only because 
someone mentioned· The Hustler. ~ 

"A good flick," he said. "I 
mean a good flick. You got all kinds . 
of actors and a whole lot of drama 
but what you had there was not 
really the way billiards is today. 
I think that movie was the one 

. that brought glamor to our game 
-- and it was very important that it 
did because, really, that was the 
reason I was able to make my 
comeback. But nobody hustles any ' 
more. I mean, who would I hus
tle? They'd know me in a minute. 
And beSides, that's the reason I 
got out of this . thing in the first 
place. 

He was born in Minersville, 
Pa., where anthracite coal is the 
black coal that scars faces and 
lungs. "My father had his face 
tor n up in a mining explosion," 
said Balsis, "and he carried the ' 
marks with him until he died. But 
he was smart enough to tell the 
mine people to go to hell long be
fore that. 

"So then he opened a pool hall ' 
-- it's billiards now; it was pool 
then. And when I was four, I picks 
up a cue and starts playin'. I think 

if my old man'd owned a candy 
store I might JJave gotten sick of 
candy. But I loved ~oo1-. 

FIRST TITLE AT 12 
"When I was 12 I won my first 

National Junior Championship. I 
was the champion again the next 
two years. I don't know, though, 
after that it was different. It wasn't 
fun any more, you know, and in ' 
those ' days if you thought about 
making pool your life that meant 
you'd better be good at husUin' 
because you weren't goin' to make 
it any other way. Well, that I 
didn't like. So I shucked the whole 
thing and went into the wholesale 
meat business. 

"And it was a good profession 
to me. I made some money and I 
had a few outlets. I was good at it. 
I mean I could look -- still can -
at a side of beef and tell you 
right off whether it's tough or 
tender. But then that's no big deal. 
If you got a butcher that can't do 
that, then you got a butcher that 
don't know much." 

When respectability came to 
pool less than a decade ago, when 
the games Paul Newmanand Jackie 
Gleason played on a movie screen 
gave luster to the sport, Balsis 
got out his cue and started prac
ticing again. 

"Then it was all right, you know, 
to play billiards and not be stared 
at for being some kind of degen
erate," said Balsis. "~ mean for 
years bowling was just about the 
lowest kind of thing you could do. 
A bowling alley? It was a place 
that just wasn't respectable ....... 
much worse than a billiards par
lor. Bowling made its comeback · 
quicker, and then billiards got 
cleaned up and became a Jamily 

· game, too. 
"So I had this itch to come back. 

I remembered that when I was 17 
how I'd played Willie Mosconi in: 
an exhibition in Minersville and, 
how lid beaten him. You think. 
there wasn't some money bet on 
that one?1 Whee! You'd better be
lieve there was. 

"It all came back quick and. my 
first year on the circuit (1965) I 
won the World Tournamentin Bur
bank. That was the time I ran 150 

· and out (a 150-0 victory) to beat 
Harold Worst. And then in the 
next year I took the "World" again 
in Burbank and closed that out 
with a win over Mosconi. It was 
the last tournament he ever played 
in. 

BUSINESSMAN 
"A lot of good things came out of · 

that. I'm tied up with Brunswick 
now and that's a distinction. And 
now I'm workin' with a friend of 

· mine name of Tiff Payne in North , 
Hollywood on some new me rchan- , 

. dise for billiards, like a polish to . 
replace powder so you won't get 
your clothes messed up and a 
polisher that'll clean a set of 16 
billiard balls all at once." 

A cup of coffee replaced a wa
tery bourbon and water then and 
Balsis opened three packets of su
gar while he told of his wife and · 
two sons and a daughter in Min- i 

ersv1lle. He grinned when he was · 
asked his age. "Let's sayI'm44," 
he said, and when he was told that 
the 1969 World Tournament pro
gram claimed he was 50, he re- . 
plied, "A misprint. Obviously a 
misprint." . 

He talked about the 1970 World ; 
Tournament which begins Friday at , 
the Elks Club -- "I'm no Cassius I 
Clay, you know. I respect every 
man in his field" -- and about how ' 
physical conditioning is important I 
in, yes, even billiards. " You'd be 
surprised at the exercise you get," 
he said, " just walking around a 

These are famous mountain re
sort towns that have catered to 
thousands of vacation minded peo
ple for the past 30 yeru:s. 

When you mention the word pool 
to any of the oldtimers up in those 
Catskill Mountains they quickly 
think about one or another hotel's 
beautiful pool. 

But the younger men who come 
up to the Catskills to work have 
made the pool table bustle with 
activity. 

In Monticello there are several 
establishments and oneoftheman
agers of the one located on Main 
Street said to this reporter: 

We're busy every day and night 
of the week. Sure the greater 
influx of our customers is the 
hotel help -- especially the young
er boys who come up here to 
work as waiters, busboys and coun
selors. But even the younger ones 
who still take a vacation with their 
parents are frequenting our place. 

"There are good games almost 
every night. And the local hot
s hots can also test their skill 
agains t the vis itors . The boys 
from the Big City (New York) 
think that they can win them all 
but they often are surprised at 
the skill displayed by some of 
our locals." 

. -GO 
SNOOKER,. 

GO 

EVELYN DAL PORTO WON THE WOMENS DIVISION OF THE : 
CALIFORNIA STRAIGHT POOL TOURNAMENT WITH FOUR , 
STRAIGHT WINS OVER JAN FULLERTON FROM SANTA ANNA, 
CALIFORNIA, IN THEIR BEST FOUR OF SEVEN SET. 

' ~ 
JOE IAL'IS 

BRUISW ICI ADVISORY STAFF 

( 
have 

you 
tried 

THE JOE BALIS CUE CLOTH? 
100% 
GRADE "A " 
FELT ' TR EA TED 

CLOTH 

Eliminates Abrasive Cleaning and 
Sanding of Cue. Eliminates Messy 
Powder. Keeps Cue Shaft Clean. 
Reuseable After Washing in Warm 
Water and Mild Soap. Carry in 
Cue Case. 

table. I mean I'm no Paul New- A COM PACT 
man, but I'm no Jackie Gleason, S1.95 
either ." 9 "-I 2" NO 'DESE AND DEM' 

Later, in the harsh glare of the 
daylight, he poked his companion '-
in the ribs and said: "I bet you 11552 HA RT ST. 

were expectin' one of those 'dems' I --=~~-----":'"':'---:-:-:----:----:-:--:--:----:--:---:--;-:t:-------------. and 'de.e' guy., weren" you? '. • J . 
IARSEAL CORP. 

NO. HOLLYWOOD, CALlF.J 
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Fred DaYis, Williams Tournament GiYes 
World Status' to Snooker 

days before Christmas. 
"In fact, I beat him 151-0," 

he said yesterday. "I broke and 
we both played safety shots. I 
snookered him behind the brown 
and he missed, I was just hoping 
for a run of 60 but after I made 
it, I realized I had a chance for 
a perfect run so I went after it." 

Although Davis is semi-retired 
(he has quit several times but 
keeps his hand in at tournaments) 
he and Williams are still among 
the wealthiest sports personali
ties in the United Kingdom. 

"Some of the soccer players 
make big money, but most don't" 
Williams said. "And the golfers 
are playing for astronomical sums. 
We do pretty well." 

Pretty well, means picking up 
an average of $700 a week in ex
hibition matches, residual money 
for endorsing billiard products, 

li ving. But since gambling was 
legalized in 1963, we have fruit 
(slot) machines arid a bar." 

He and Davis have a contract 
with a brewery to play exhibi
tions throughout Britain five nights 
a week. Their artistry helps boost 
both the billiards and the bar. 

"fred alsays says ' I'll have a 
beer,' then sets it down and never 
drinks it," Rex said. "You can't 
Sip and play." 

Snooker and English billiards 
are almost exclusive to the Bri
tish Commonwealth. But Williams 
is anxious to invade the U.S. s cene 
DoQd had decided to tackle the U.S. 
game of pocket billiards. 

"I think it would be easier," 
he reflected. . " I played a few 
games in New York but I didn't 
even know the rules." 

_ and prize money from interna
tional matches and the annual world 
tournament. 

He already has bought a small 
table, will add it to his household 
effects and polish his game. "I'd 
like to come back and have a 
crack at 'em". 

Fred Davis, 10-time world 
snooker champion, and Rex Wil
liams, reigning world English bil
liards king, arrived from England 
yesterday to lake part in the Pro
fessional Snooker Association' s 
first tournament starting next 
Thursday, April 30, at 8 p.m. in 
the North York Centennial Centre. 

Fred, 56, succeeded his brother 
Joe, who was world champion from 
1927 to 1946. Fred has held the 
crown 10 times since 1948. 

"We never worked a day in our 
lives," said Fred, a gnome-like 

man with only one flash of brass 
about him, a solid gold lower 
tooth. "We're not silly enough 
for that." 
Born in Chesterfield, Derby-
shire, they were sons of a publi
can. It was in their father's inn 
that Joe first Wielded a cue. 

"I was about the only one who 
ever beat him ," Fred admits. 
"He beat me for the title, but I 
often beat him in matches." 

Williams, 35, was born in Birm
ingham. He challenged John Pul
man for the world snooker champ-

ionship in 1964 and 1965, lOSing 
by three games each time. But 
he won the world billiards 'title 
last year in New Zealand from 
Clark McConachy. 

Rex is the only player in the 
world to run four perfect 147 
snooker scores. He and Joe Da
vis are the only ones to score 
147 in tournament play. Joe r an 
the table in Leicester Square Hall 
against Willie Smith in 1957. Rex 
scored his in 1965 agains t Manuel 
Francisco in the Princess Hotel 
at Newlands. South Africa, three 

~§i""~" 
880 WEST McNICHOLS 

• 
IS pleased 

of 
to announce the opening 

our MAIN SHOWROOM, 
SHOP and OFFICE 

• • • 

.... ~§i,..,~ .. 
~ Billiard Supplies & Service 

• Brunswick 
MacC1n • • 

• National 

NORTH 
IN BERKLEY 

• new. modern and better 
equipped to serve YOU and 
greater Detroit ... 

3297 TWELVE MILE ROAD 

OPEN DAILY 9-6 P.M. 
SUN. 12-5 P.M. • FRI. 9-8 P.M. 

Phone. 313/545-7222 

• Valley. All Tech • Victor 
Puhka Products • Stylecraft 
Tournament • Brad, Inc. 

Fred and brother Joe owned a 
hotel in North Wales, but sold it 
recently. ~ has four parlors in 
and around Birmingham. 

Chairman of the rejuvenated 
Professional Billiard Players As
SOCiation, which sponsors the world 
championships, Williams claims 
there are more than 30,000 clubs 
with tables in Britain. 

"There are public rooms, but 
most of our parlors are like pri
vate clubs. If you have only 
eight tables, you can't make a 

The U.S. Game is for "potters" 
who snipe any ball indiscriminate
ly into any pocket and keep potting 
until they have 150. It has its 
own finesse but little of the cat
and-mouse defense of snookee's 
and-mouse defense of snooker's 
safety and hook shots. 

Fourteen pros and three ama
teurs will compete in elimina
tions to produce six competitors 
for Davis and Williams in the 
tournament at the Centennial Cen
tre. 

Spencer Among Best 
Snooker 

Player In The Game 
One of the hottest snooker first year as a profes sional I 

products in the game today. was able to capture the World's 
Thilt's John Spencer of Man- Snooker Championship a nd to be 

chester, England. selected to play for the English 
On a recent visit to England team in the Hands Across the Sea 

this writer had the opportunity to Pool/Snooker Tournament is in
~e Spencer lean his large frame deed a great honor." 
over the snooker table and pot Spencer's rise to the top hasn't 
ball after ball. been completely unexpected. 

He was one of the top ama
teur players in the game and 
began winning tournaments when he 
was a wee lad. 

" He's got all the ingredients 
to become one of the best in the 
sport." Said Ray Davis who 
arranges tours for the 
ara " I'm a Yorkshereman," he said 
arranges tours for the " Man- with the popular accent, " and when 
chester ace as well as gets his we make up our mind to do some
endorsements. ' thing we really go all out to ac-

" This is my firs t love" John complish our goal. That I won it, 
id ' however , in my first s hot was 

sa" in fact on my honeymoon we something t~~ I hadn't r eally 
were able to get extra time to- thought possible. 

ether because I was playing my Now a. much .in demand player 
~ay through India. Spencer 1S lookmg forward to the 

"To be quite honest with you U.S. match a nd hopes that snooker 
I was really surprised that in my will r eally catch on in the U.S. 

* 26 BRUNSWICK TABLES * CAROM- SNOOKER-POOL * FOUNTAIN LUNCH-BEER 

- Open f4 'Hours-

* CUE5-ACCESS.-SUPPLIES . * SERVICE AND REPAIRS * BILLIARD INSTRUCTIONS 

- Ladles Invited -

"AMERICA'S fINEST ROOM" 

• 

L. Robert Bills 
OWNER 

The 

949 MARKET · STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 94103 

PHONE: (415) 421-2236 

TelePhone- (Area Code 608) 2:l1- 2:l81 

l'iking CUE Company 

Hand-made Custo", Cue • 

Profe •• ional Repair. 

ill W. IElTtlNE HIGHWAY, MADISON,WISCONSIN 53113 

'J 
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Davis & Thornley Montreal Snooker Play -Off 

REX WILLIAMS, CLIFF THORNBURN, PAUL THORNLEYand FRED DAVIS (10-Time World Snooker Champion) 

Davis & Thornley 
Play Off 

Recently, Fred Davis, five times 
World Snooker Champion, and Rex 
Williams flew over from England 
to Toronto, Canada, to compete in 
the Professional Snooker Associ
ation Tournamoent at the North 
York Centennial Hockey Rink which 
was converted into a "Snooker" 
Billiard amphitheater. Davis said 
that "the good Canadian Snooker 

Between The U.S. & England 

(Continued from pae:e 1) 

in a tie. I know that I expect to 
win a few pocket billiard matches 
and I wouldn't be at aU surprised 
if some of the U.S. team wins in 
snooker since we are making the 
concession on the size of the 
table ." 

The concession is that the snook
er matches will be played on a 
regulation pocket billiard table 
instead of the snooker six by 12 
dimensions. 

But more than the r esult of t he 
match is the importance of the 
idea- - something which will help 
the game's popularity world-wide. 

This writer feels that this is 
only the firs t step in the develop
ment of pool as a world- wide com
petition between many nations. 

To s how the contrasts between 
the U.S. and England Davis has 
asked that his players perform 
in tuxedo vests with the U.S. team 
wearing the famous blazers. 

With several big sponsors bid
ding for the event the pool piayer 
in the U.S. will have the oppor
tunity of getting a trip abroad, ex
pense money, hotel accomodations 
and a good salary for the week's 
match in addition to the previous 
week's exhibition tour Davis is 
planning. 

The idea is endorsed by the 
writer without qualification. 

players must play against the 
world's top cue artists if they 
are to become World Class shoo
ters!' Frank Orr, one of the Tor
onto Daily Star reporters wrote 
"there is only one drawback to 
playing against Davis, a fifty-six 
year old Briton who has been World 
Snooker Champion five times; you 
don't get to shoot very often!' 

Davis won the first Professional 
Snooker Association (PSA) Tour
nament, defeating Paul Thornley 
four matches to one, in the finals. 

Fred Davis, and his older brother 
Joe, author of the Snooker Billiard 
Book entitled "How I Play Snoo
ker," have been among the World's 
best half dozen snooker cue artists 
foor the past thir ty five years. Joe 
is r etired from the sport now, but 

Fred is upholding the family tradi
tion for a few more years. He is an 

artist. The four hundred fans who 
witnessed the final were treated 
to some brilliant Snooker shooting, 
including a high run of ninety one 
points. "The Class ° of player in 
this tournament was quite good," 

°Davis said, "But they need agreat 
deal of competition of this type 
and match and exhibition play of 
this type against the top players 
in the world. It is always difficult 
for a newcomer to acquire this 
calibre of competition." 

Thornley, who is back at the 
Snooker table following a recent 
six months lay off after his game 
went sour, shot well, but against 
Davis that isn't good enough. " A 
great Pro," "The man is jus t a 
great Professional" Thornley 
said. "I had the s hots to win, but 
I didn't make them ." Thornley 
started quickly with a r un of twen
ty five points in the opening inning 
of the first match, but Davis won 

Tournament was a loser at the 
box office." The P.S.A. needed 
attendance of at least one thousand 
and five hundred for the three 
nights to break even at the ticket 
office." The total paying atten
dance was close to nine hundred. 
"We hoped to get a sponsor for 
the Exhibition" commented P.S.A. 
Executive Director Wayne Kimura, 
"I think the fans who did attend 
enjoyed seeing cue stars of this 
calibre play. We didn't want to 
make a great deal of money; the 
attendance was disappointing. 
However, making a success out 
of such a venture takes time and 
planning." 

"Tbe one player who would have 
added considerable interest to the 
Cue Classic was George Chenier, 
the North America Snooker Cham-

that one fifty-nine to twenty-six. 
A Davis run of ninety-one points 
that had the spectators figuring 
they might see a century, wrapped 
up the second match. The Canadian 
Thornley found his stroke in the 
third match, building a run of 
forty-three on his way to fifty 
five to thirty three decision. The 
fourth game was Thornley's down
fall; A run of fifty-four points 
gave him a thirty point lead, but 
he shot short in an attempt to 
freeze against the black, then 
missed a red for an eleven points 
loss. Later he missed a relatively 
easy seven ball that would have 
clinched the win. Instead Davis 
ran the colors balls for a forty
six to forty- two decision. "That 
was the game" Davis said, "He 
should have pulled even with it. 

pion. Chenier's appearance re
Davis' runs of sixtY-Gne and fifty- quires a financial guarantee which 
two decided the title in the fifth P.S.A. lacked the resources to 
exhibition and fin",! match. "The provide." 

II you're looking lor high quality 
billiard equiplDent at Icnv prices, plus 
quick delivery IrolD stock ~ith a lDoney 
back gaurantee on alllDercbandise, then 
you're looking lor 

US. 
PALMER BILLIARD CORP. 

.. MANUFACTURERS OF THE WORLD'S FINEST CUES " 

37-45 Westlield Ave., Elizabeth, N. J. 0720. 
201 · 289 · 4SSS 

Distributors for: BRUNSWICK and GANDY - Manufacturers of home and commercial tables - Also, Palmer Custom Cues Co .. -Custom 
made to order cues, and high quality cue repair -, Rich Cue , National Tournament Chalk, Klec:khefer ~h.lk, Fine Bros. 
Cases, Chas. W. House Fabrics, J . P. Stevens F.llrlcs. CATALOG FREE ON REQUEST 
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PACE UCHT 

THE RETURN OF CUE BALL 

by JOE MARCUS 
Contributing Editor 

I 
For a couple of weeks last month the switchboard 

at Caldoneon Hospital in Brooklyn was kep humming 
by long distance calls asking about the condition of 
world famous referee Cue Ball Kelly. 

The gals who man the switchboard were shocked 
at first with the amount of calls coming in for this 
patient -- whom they did not have on their register. 

Somehow word filtered up to Cue Ball who was 

recovering from gall bladder sur
gery and a hurried call from him 
to the switchboard got matters 
straightened out. 

It seems that the affectionate 
Cue Ball was registered under the 
name he was born with some 72 
years a go -- Carl Zingale. 

"I guess I had the girls quite 
shaken up," Cue Ball told this 
reporter before I left for London 
where in next month's issue of the 
National Billiard News I'll report 
on some of the upcoming interna
tional eve n t s in billiards and 
snooke r which is being planned. 

"The doctors advised me that I 
register under my real name -
not the name that I've been known 
as for oh so many years," Cue 
Ball said. 

It's great to be able to report 
that prior to my leaving for Lon
don, a trip which Cue Ball was 
supposed to make with me. The 
doctors reported that the amazing 
man who has been rated the top 
referee in the game as well as one 
of the top exhibition performers 
in trick shooting was well on his 
way to recovery. 

"I guess the good Lord still 
doesn't want me," Cue Ball said. 
"You don't hear me complaining do 
you?" 

Ball is the recovery period in 
which his doctors ha ve advised him 
to try and take it easy. 

Taking it easy isn't something 
that Cue Ball, who had devoted over 
50 years of his life to billiards, 
can do readily. 

"I once said that I wasn't ready 
for the rocking chair on the back 
porch yet and even after this sur
gery I still feel the same way. 
Sure maybe I'll take it easy for a 
little while but don't count on me 
being out of action for too long. 
That may make people forget me." 

It's unlikely that billiard players 
and fans throughout the nation can 
really forge t Cue Ball. 

One day the Billiard Congress of 
America will certainly enshrine 
this moan in their prestige ladden 
Billiards Hall of Fame. 

"You know we've been kicking 
around quite a bit," said Onofrio 
Lauri, the Dean of Pocket Bil
liard Players in this country," and 
that man is amazing. He's always 
planning some new show for us to 
participate in. 

It is indeed a tribute to Cue 
Ball that so many concerned people 
either called the hospital, sent 
telegrams and cards and also sent ". 
flowers. It was a matter of only 
two hours after he entered the hos
pital that a large flower assort
ment was sent in by International 
Sports Agency, a group for which 
Cue Ball was planning a major 
event which will be revealed lihort
ly. 

"You know you wonder all the 
time who your friends really are," 
Cue Ball said, "and to find that 
you really have such a great num
ber is very gratifying and makes 
you want to cry. 

"There have been many tough 
times in my life but I find that 
now with the respect and admira
tion that I got from the calls, cards 
and flowers that the tough times 
were well worth it." 

The toughest chore. facing Cue . 

NATIONAL BILLIARD NEWS 

"The Mayor of New York got 
a hold of him to set up the Pool 
in the s treet Program and he didn't 
hesitate a minute a lthough he was 
very bus y at the t~me. The, young
sters who got their first experi
ence in the game from his work 
in the program were very enthu
siastic and I think we made quite 
a few new fans for the game. 

"I know that I had a great time 
while working with him at the 
annual Sporting and Camp Show 
at the Coliseum and he really 
gets the fans worked up with some 
of his antics. Knowing Cue Ball 
like I do I don't think that he'll 
be out of action too long." 

From Steve Mizerak Jr. came 
this reaction. 

"He's the greatest. He's done 
more for the game than many 
other men and I know that I will 
always respect him." 

"One of the greatest and I'm 
looking forward to the time that 
he'll referee another exhibition 
match that I put on," was the way 
that the Machine Gun Kid -- Lou 
Butera -- summed up his feel
ings. 

"Albemarle Recreation is just 
around the corner from the hos
pital and I made it a pOint to get 
up there as often as I could," 
said Gus Chlariello. "Then I r(' 
ported his condition to both Joe 
Spinella Sr., who has known Cue 
Ball for the past 35 years, and 
Joe Jr." 

"A great credit to the game who 
will always have our best Wishes," 
said Danny (Y 0 I11l g Greenleaf) 
Gartner. "I'm sure that he'll be 
back in action in the very near 
future." (Continued on page 10 . 

SPECIAL TO ALL READERS 

When you are in Atlanta, Georgia, be sure to stop in at the Cushion & Cue, 744 Forsyth Street, Atlanta's 
most spacious and beautiful lounge for Guys and Dolls; 23 Pocket Tables and Carom 3-Cushion; wall to 
wall carpeting, background mUSiC, hostesses for service, Snack Lounge. There are also Snooker tables. 
This beautiful sporting center is owned by Mr. Paul Sifen - please see photo . 
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Martin, Win B.C.A. Qualifying 
New York State Tournament 

RAY MARTIN, DEFEATS CATTRANO. Jr. 

TWICE FOR TITLE 
Ray Martin, Owner and Manager 

of theClifton Billiard Lounge, was 
the winner ofthe B.C.A. Qualifying 
double Elimination 1970 New York 
State! 4-1 Straight Pool Champ
ionship Tournament, on Friday 
July 31st: Sat . August 1st, and 
Sunday August 2nd. At Jacy's 
Billiard Academ y F lushing, New 
York. Ray won his first match 
over Nacovsky, 125 to 108. Ray 
won hi s s econd match over Dubin, 
125 to 68 . Ray lost his third 
match to JimmieCattrano, Jr. 125 
to 88 . Now Ray had to go over the 
losers side of the score board, and 
Ray fourth matchwas a easy match 
winning over Dubin 125 to 31. 
Ray, fifth match was very easy 
win also winning over Costa, 125 
to 26 . . Ray, sixth match was a 
victory over Jennings, 125 to 98. 
Jennings, is improving in each 
tournament he plays in. Now in 
the finals Ray had to defeat Cat
trano, Jr. two matches the first 
match was close, Martin 125 
Cattrano, Jr. 114. Martin 125 to 
Cattrano, Jr. 23 for a very easy 
win, and the New York State 
Champions hip title. Each and 
every year they hold the New 
York State Tourney it all way has 
a good field and they were some 
big nam es in this field. "The 
Dean Onofrio Lauri, Danny Gart
ner winner of the B.C.A. Qualify
ing Missouri State . Bill Amodeo, 
Johnny Ervolino, and some new 
young stars. Onofrio Lauri, had 
a hi gh run of 77 and out in one of 

his matches. JimmieCattrano Jr. 
had a high run of 80 unfinished. 
Tom Jennings had a run of79and 
had a tough s cr atch. The Cat
trano's James Sr. andJimmieJr. 
are great for the wonderful world 
of billiards sport they always up
grading the game. Ray Martin 
has exhibition scheduled at his 
billiards lounge on Sept. 18th; 
with that young cue wizard Allen 
Hopkins, for you fans who have 
never seen Ray play you will get 
a real treat very stylish and 
easy 0 n the eyes and polished 
and Ray has what I call a balk 
line stroke beautiful, and Ray 
also has a wonderful stance, I 
ask all of you young cue stars to 
watch him and your game is s ur e 
improved. 

AMAZE YOUR FAMILY 
with a patented 

CORN BUTTER APPLICATOR 

Uncanny Buller Applicator for hot co rn

em-the-cob. .YOU control amount de

sired. Saves its own cost in one sea

son. Convenient pleasure for elferyone 

- kids too . Durable yellow plastic 

withstands breakage and d ishwasher 

cycles. WHA1' YOU'VE :"LWAYS WANT

ED. Now it's here I Use as gifts, too . 

Guaranteed to please or money back. 

$1.25 postpaid. 2 for $2 .00. Send 

check or M.O. (no cash) ot : NEWPRO, 

Dept. N-l , Lynwood, Calif. 90262 . 
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Cambo, Wins Clark Diversey A.B.A Open 
Ju'ly 18 19 Results 

SHeler Ni,h, ,i The -Worlcl 01."n,r"5 

CLARK-DIVERSEY A.B.A. OPEN JULY i8-19, 1970 THREE CUSHION BILLIARDS 
!ST _ Campos - $380.00, 2nd - Strange - $285.00; 3rd - M.Smith - $190.00; 4th - Leatherby - $95.00. 

High Run __ 1st day - West - 10 - $25.00; 2nd day - Campos - 10, Ameen - 10; Smith - 10, all $25.00. 

LUIS CAMPo'S was the winner. bob Strange - second - $285. 
His style of play is definitely of Bob Strange _ second _ $285. 
big time caliber. Whenever he Merhl Smith _ third _ $190. 
was behind it see~ed that ,he. could Leatherby _ fourth _ $95. 
come up with a hlgh run over 6, A separate chart showing the re
and when that did nothappe~aser- sults fqreach flight, thesemi-fin
ies .of-.3,4, Qr, -s. materialized to -. alsO an<rth'e.'finals fs enc'lo'sed '-

25 divided by draw into 5 flights 
with cards about 20" by 30" show
ing all names, tables, pairings, 
and starting times. For this 
Norman Fogel and Merhl Smith 
deserve m any thanks for ' lessen
ing the col\fUSion that can so easily 
develop. This seems to be a for
mat that has been pretty well de
cided upon for future use by the 
new and growing " AMEHICAN 
BILLrARD ASSOCIATION~'. This 
Association could use some help 
in their efforts to promote bil
liards of the 3-cushion variety, 
and In the process all of billiards 

THE HEADLINES IN ALL THE SPORTS PAGES . 
THROUGHOUT ALL THE UNITED STATES AND , 
EUROPEAN NEWSPAPERS, ON AP~IL 26th, 1909, 

close the gap. His steady pre- ' 
cise stroke, a bridge that adjusts Conditions were not of the best 
to the leave, concentration and as the room was hot and muggy 
discipline that wore the opponents on Saturday, and a little better 
down should if continued place him on Sunday because the weather 
as U.S. representative in the fu- outside was cooler but the rainy 
·ture. day meant that the room was 
,Luis Campos - first - $380.00 damp. After that everything was 
Merhl Smith - second - $190. excellent. A good strong field of 

POOL MARKET 
(Continued from page 4) 

effort to make his billiard room 
the spitome of cleanliness" phy-

sically and morally. Mr: Gordon 

cites the following as some of the 

things which help to create a bet- ' 

THE LATEST 
BOOKS ON 
BILLIARDS 

THE LIONS AND THE LAMB~ 
by Thomas F ensch 

This book-length treatment 
. of billiards separates the facts 
of the sport from the myths 
and misconceptions 
surrounding it. "Lions" are 
gamblers, or hustlers. 
" Lamb s" are ' tournament 
players. Each chapter is a 
profile of the player- his (or 
her) interests, attitudes 
tqward the game, comments 
on other players- something 
that has never been done 
before in this area. Many 
photos of players supplement 
the te.xt. 
167 pages Illustrated $6.95 

POCKET BILLIARDS 
WITH CUE TIPS 

by Edward D. Knuchell 

Usi ng hi s first-hand 
experience as a guide , Mr. 
Knuchell has written a clear, 
informative handbook for 
those who really want to 
learn how to play pocket 
billiards. He begins with the 
basic elements of the game 
and builds on these until he is 
able to discuss the subtlest 

. points. All details are fully 
illustrated in 88 diagrams and 
40 photographs. An entire 
sec tion i s devoted to 
exploring specific situations 
that may arise during a game. 
256 pages Illustrated $5.95 

--.,....-------------------

READ "JACOB" - ' -
SCHEAFER NIGHT 'IN THE 
WORLD OF BILLIARDS," Sub-

' headline read '" Wizard of the 
Cue' While L.ying III in Colorado, 
to be Remembered by his Admir
ers and Friends Throughout all the 
World," Arrangements for the big 
benefit to Jacob Schaefer, the Wi
zard of Billiards, are completed. 
The above date will be known as 
Schaefer Night in all the Billiard 

ter image for the game of bil- rooms and academies. This great
liartls: "" master, who has been fiat on his 

1. There must be plenty of back at Denver, Colorado, for 
light throughout the entire room. nearly a year, has done more for 

, 2. There must be no profanity the game than any other living 
at any time, whether women are man, and ' to him belongs most , 
present or not. The man playing of the credit for the modern sci
at the next table will never bring entific game. He shows his re
his wife or girl friend into a room markable genius at an early age 
where cursing is commonplace. and though the advancement of the , 

3. We must eliminate the "pool game SCientifically has been made 
room bum" who hangs around all step by step, he has always been 
day giving the room a bad repu- leading the way, Almost all of the 
tation. Undesireables must be restrictions that have been added 
ejected, from time to time, such as the balk 

4. Cigarette butts must be put -line in its various and increasing 
in ash trays, not on the floor. Widths, from the early six inch 

5. No one should be allowed to limit to the present 18 inch and the_ 
sit on a pool table. anchor barred, were all added to 

No mother will encourage her make the game more difficult, and 
son to frequent a dingy pool room with each succeeding restriction 
and no Police Boys Club will en- his skill became greater. In al
dorse a Little League unless they most every city in the world has 
see that the surroundings are he shown his skill, for he was one 
clean and healthy. of those champions who believed ' 

If the bUliard business is to in playing on all possible occa
thrive and expand, it is absolutely sions. He has met players of every 
essential for each room owner to nation and has friends and admir
clean his own house and keep it ers in every country, The French 
clean in every way. If the stigma people in particular are great ad
of the old pool room is ever to be mirers of the little" Flying Dutch
removed it must begin with the man" as they call "Jake" and are 
proprietors making a very strong delighted to see him playas stret
effort. This is a good business ching his lithe India-rubber body 
and a great sport which must over the table in every conceivable 
cater to the m asses in order to position (for he never uses a 

i 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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TO: A. S. BARNES & COMPANY, INC. 
P. O. BO\: 421 
CRANBURY, N. J. 08512 

Dept. BN 970 

Please send __ copy( ies) of The Lions and the Lambs @ $6.95 

I 
be financially successful. Stan bridge), he clicks off the caroms 
Gordon believes that the vast ma- with wonderful rapidity. They re

'I jority of people want to be proud member with admiration his last 
I to wl!.lk into sa Recreation Center, wonderful game, played in Paris 

not afraid, with Cure for the 18-1 World • __ copy(ict;) of Pocket Billards ~ith Cue Tips @ $5;95 
I enclose a check or money order for $ _________ -

NAME ________________ ~ ____ ~ __ ~ ________ ~ __ 

, I , Mr. Newby, I hope you can print Championship, Though in poor 
. I .the above since I believe it has an health at the time !!ll,d apparently 
I ' important message to convey to all hopelessly beaten, he came at the 

I ADDRESS I CITY -----S-TA-T-E------Z-IP--- I 
, I 

room owners. I enjoy the Billiard finish with great speed, running 
News and look forward to receiv- the game out with the record run 
ing it every month. of 155. "Since then his health L ____________________ ~ 

Stan Gordon has been gradually failing," one 

writer says, "though he has ap.
peared ill several championship 
matches, generally more than hol
ding his own. The inroads of dis
ease have sapped his strength un- , 
til he is little more than a shadow 
of his former self." 

At this time he has become 
very ill. He needs money. His 
generous spirit, always dispens
ing charity with both hands, has ' 
put him in a poSition where he is 
no longer able to purchase the lit
tle comforts which would go a 
long way toward prolonging his 
life. From everywhere have come 
offers of help, and the Committee 
in Charge have decided to hold 
match and exhibtiion games all 
over the States on the 26th of April, 
which will be known as "Schaefer 
Night" in almost every billiard 
hall and club in the United States. 
Prom inent profeSSionals and am a
teurs have offered their services, 
and the Room-Keepers plan to 
hold interesting contests of bil
liards and Pool in their Centers 
for which an admission will be 
charged and the proceeds go to 
Jake's relief. Actors as well have 
volunteered their services and the 
Night should be marked by extra
ordinary and varied entertain
ments in many small towns and 
cities. Baseball Players, Pugil
ists and Sporting Men act as com
petitors, referees or in some cap. 
acity to show sympathy and readi
ness to help. 

Among the first to offer their 
services were his old time rivals, 
George Slosson, holder of the 
World's 18-1 Title; Maurice Daly 
of New York, once competitor 
in all championships, but retired 
from active play, and M. Vig
neaux of Paris, France, the "Grand 
Old Man" of Billiards, with whom 
Jake has played many matches. 

The Committee has prepared 
a handsome souvenir ticket to be 
sold at the various Billiard Cen
ters, Athletic Clubs and Hotels 
throughout the country, that will 
make an interesting memento of 
the occasion and gives those who 
cannot attend the games a chance 
to contribute to the Fund by buying' 
one of these souvenirs. 

/ 
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PETERSON WINS B.C.A 
lag as he did in every match ofthe 
tournament. Ryan brokeballs, and 
Peterson run twenty nine balls 
before running iIlto trouble after 
his second break shot. The match 
progressed slowly with Peterson 
appearing to have the match and 
tournament in his hlP vocket. With 
his steady play and brilliant safe
ties two hours after the game 
started the score was Peterson 
eighty six, Ryan thirty, the score
keeper announced, as the specta
tors eyes were sagging. But Rvan, 
despite unsubtle remarks and com
plaints put on one of the guttnest, 
most game comebacks you 'Can 
imagine. He culd have given up 
at any time. It was here Ryan ran 
off forty one balls to get back In 
the game. Peterson ran into trou
ble time and again and Ryan with 
a run of twenty seven tied the 
score at one hundred and nineteell 
apiece, suddenly ever'yone was wid& 
awake and bUZZing. When Ryar. 
missed his one hundred and twenty 
ball, Vern ran twenty five, score 
Ryan one hundred and nineteen 
Peterson one hundred and forty 
four, Ryan come back with a run 
of sixteen and played a safety at 

and forty nine . Peterson one hun
dred and forty seven. Ryan was 
forced to play a safety foul into 
the back of the rack kicking two 
balls out of the rack but unmaka
ble for Peterson, Vern answered 
with a usual safety, Ryan one 
hundred and forty eight. Peterson 
one hundred and forty seven. Ryan 
in attempting a safety scratched 
in in a head corner pocket. Ryan 
one hundred and forty seven, Peter
son one hundred and forty seven, 
the two balls Ryan broke outon his 
first safety were in suitable posi
tion for Peterson with cue ball in 
hand behind the head string. He 
made the long straight in twelve 
ball, rolled his cue ball and got 

perfect position on the two ball in 
the side with an angle to break the 
rack he pocketed the duce ball 
broke the rack wide open but to 

everyone dismay the balls had 
jammed up without leaving Peter
son an open shot. He needed one 
ball, and Ryan three after studying 
the situation for five minutes he 
decided to go for adifficultcombi
nation. He shot and as everyone ' 
held their breath the tenseness and 

one hundred and thirty five. Peter- excitement that had the audience 
son answered his safety leaving ;was all at once released in the 
Ryan a difficult shot. Ryan went form of a huse as the three ball 
for it and missed. Here it looked he called came to rest in the jaws 

of the corner pocket. This was 
first time the charmings easy-

somes Peterson displayed any ad
verse emotions. He walked to the 
adjoining tournament room table 
and with a gentle thrust his cue 
ended UP on the floor. Nobody 

like Peterson would get ot. He 
ran three balls and missed. Score 
Ryan one hundred and thirty five, 
Peterson one hundred and forty 
seven. Ryan stepped to table con
taining fourteen balls and he needet 
the fourteen plus one from the 
next rack. He ran thirteen balls 
and missed getting a real poor 
angle on a side pocket break shot. however figured he was out of line 
He played the ball making it but after the brutal rolls he had on 
his cue ball went around the rack his last two shots, score Peterson 
in his attempt to break out a cor- one hundred and forty nine, Ryan 
ner ball. Score Ryan one hundred one hundred and forty seven. Ryan 

picked up his cue an'a elected to 
shoot the three ball barely suppor
ted in the lip of the pocket. The cue 

ball was in such a poSition Ryan 
has to jack up in order to pull back 
for his two out balls. He was also 
on two scratches. Tom shot mis
cued, the cue went airborn, landed 
on top the three, pocked it, but 
came to rest in the spot the..object 
ball had occupied. Score Peterson 
one hundred and forty nine, Ryan, 
one-hundred and forty eight, fouls 
are off, Tom was now left with an 
long shot he had to cut thirty- ' 
degree-angle into the far corner 
pocket,. The difficulty of the shot 

,nultiplied by the position of the 
cue ball, which was set deep in 
the jaws of the corner pocket, 
Tom took his time aimed shot and 
missed the ball. The dazed 
Peterson un-snapped his case and 
scarwed his cue together, the only 
shot Vern had was a difficult 
fifty-degree-cut shot on the ball, 
Tom had just missed, Vern was 
very deliberate as he bend down 
on the shot and split the jaws, 
with the distinct sound that the 
ball made somes to the back of 
the pocket the crowd all standing 
now, let out a tremendous roar. 

What am atch, when the match was 
over nobody left for ten minutes, 
everyone was numb not quite be
living what they had just wi tnessed 

I suppose there have beE!D more 
exciting matches before but! don't 
ever expect to see one more thril
ling than this one. I would like to 
thank both of these fine players 
along with everyone else who 
participated both players and 
spectors for making the tourn
ament a huge success. 

Terry Stonier, Proprietor. 

THE RETURN OF 
CUE BALL 

(Continued from page 8) 
I've known Cue Ball ever since 

I was fi r s t assigned to cover a 
World's Championship seven years 
ago. The man took me in like a 
son -- showing me the proper 
techniques of play and even though 
I can't run too many balls I have 
always had the greatest respectfor 
him. 

To see a man give of himself 
so unselfishly does me good since 
in today's world too many people 

are only looking out for them
selves and the hell with everyone 
else. 

I've seen the joy on the faces 
of children and veterans in hos
pitals when Cue Ball gave exhi
bitions and that joy can never be 
erased. 

Cue Ball has done much for the 
game and I only hope I express 
the feelings of National B1lllard 
News editor and publisher Earl 
Newby when we say that we hope 
he will continue to give so much 
for so many more years. 

Before I Die 
by DOUGLAS C. SAPPINGTON 

Jimmy Pockets is my name, Pocket Billiards is my game. I'll shoot 
you for a nickel, or dime, Or I'll shoot you just for time. 

I've been shooting Since I was eight, and probable shoot till I meet my 
fate. I'll be the best before I die, Just don't ask me the reasons why. 

This old game is part of me, And some day I'll meet my destiny. 
I'll play the perfect game some day, Just before I fade away. 

I made a deal with the MAN, But I just didn't understand. So the MAN 
walked out the door, And I'll probably see this MAN no more. 

The day will come soom thatI will find, I will have to come and pay my 
time. So I walked through the poolroom doors, And down the old old 
wooden floors. 

I looked up and saw old Sam, He's the best in all the land. He took the 
break and he's the best, But I'm going to shoot all the rest. 

I chalked my cue and Iknew right then, That I myself was sure to win. 
Shot after shot, I made them all, Like every ball was made to fall. 

The people rose from their seats to see, Old Sam meet his defeat. 

Jim looked up and s~~ Old Sam, And said "I'm the best in' a1'1 the land." 
He walked ac,ross , the ,wooden floor, And saw the MAN llt the door. 

The MAN grabbed Jimmy by his hand, Then they disappeared like grains 
of sand. Like smoke they went through a hole. You know why. He sold 
his soul.BILLIARD 

• 
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Enter The Kingdom of Hearst 

This billiard room is one of 150 rooms in the Hearst San Simeon Castle at San Simeon, Cal 
Mr. Hearst assembled a 240,000 acre ranch at San Simeon and built this castle and three others along a 

fifty mile ocean front. 
The room is 20' .x 45' with a 14' ceiling. The two tables .are each 5' x 10'. The floor is travertine and the 

Spanish ceiling shows scenes of bullfights. An Italian marble fireplace dominates the south wall and the 
west wall has the .large rare Gothic tapestry - the finest tapestry in the castle. 

Mr. Hearst lived here only six years from 1918 to 1924. He died in 1951 and in 1958 the castle was given 
to California as a State Monument Park. 

SAN SIMEON, Calif. -- William 
Randolph Hearst once said that,. 
every year for 50 years, he had 
spe\lt at least $1 million on art 
treasures. , 

A visitor to his fabled La Cuesta 
Encantada (The Enchanted Hill) 
upon which is set his La' Casa 
Grande (The Great House) along 
with his three guest houses and 
other subsidiary buildings cannot 
doubt the truth of his statement. 

The newspaper and magazine 
pubU'Sher- ·tregan fn"1919'"'to bund 
his Spanish-style castle on a hill 

. overlooking the Pacific Ocean, and 
backgrounded by the green Santa 
Lucia Mountains. In 1951, when 
he died, two wings were still un
finished -- and the State of Cali
fornia, to which the Hearst Cor
poration gave the 123-acre es
tate in 1958, has wisely left them 
that way. 

The estate is preserved as a 
memorial ' both to Hearst and to 
his mother, Phoebe Apperson 
Hearst, to whom he was a devoted 
son. It has become one of Cal
ifornia's principal tourist attrac
tions in the 12 years the state 
has owned it, almost five million 
persons have visited it. 

And, unlike most historical mon
uments, it is a money-maker for 
the state. There are three dif
ferent guided tours of the estate, 
and they are priced at $3 to $4 
for adults and $1.50 to $2 for child
ren. 

ALL the tours start from a re
ception center at the foot of The 
Enchanted Hill, and the visitor 

. goes by bus along a twisting five
and-one-half mile road up to the 
estate. 

This was Hearst's private road. 
It winds through part of the 240, 
OOO-acre ranch which Hearst's 
father owned before him, and which 
stretched for some 50 miles along 
the coastline in San Luis Obispo 
and Monterey counties. 

Each tour takes about two hours~ 
and each entails considerable 
walking and climbing of stairs, 
since the buildings are on many 
levels. Tour #1 shows the visitor 
the magnificent gardens, the white 
marble Neptune swimming pool 
surrounded by magnificent statu
ary, the indoor Roman pool so 
large that two tennis courts were 
built on its roof, one of the guest 
houses, and the lower level of 
La C asa Grande. 

Here one sees the great assem-
, bly hall, 86 feet long, 32 feet 

Wide, rising 23 feet to a magni
ficent ceiling which the room was 
designed to fit. A door, hidden in 
the ornate paJlel1ng, leads into 

the refectory, where in Hearst's 
time the long table often was set 
for 60 guests. 

This tour ends in the private 
movie theatre, where the visitor 
is shown a newsreel type of film 
showing Hearst and some of his 
many guests - including Marion 
Davies - at play. 

TOUR #2 gives an intimate view 
of the upper levels of main house, 
iricluding Hearst's own Gothic 
Suite, the 5,000-volume library, 
and other s'uIfes . - - -'.-

And tour #3 electronically con-

ducts the visitor through some 
36 rooms in the North Guest Wing, 
where one proceeds at one's own 

Visit{)rs cannot but be amazed 
by the heroic scale on which Hearst 
planned and constructed his dream 
house. Some of the furniture is 
of such heroic porportions that it 
had to be placed in the house be
fore the walls of the rooms were 
built. 

pace while listening to informa
tion 'broadcast to a personal re
ceiver warn around the neck. This 
tour features works of art and 
antique furnishings that never be
fore have been on public display. 

As one rides back and forth on 
the buS, he can frequently see some 
of the imported wild animals 
Hearst brought to the ranch -
zebras, tahr goats, and aoudads, 
among others. In the publishers 
lifetime there was a fullscale zoo, 

' with -che~tahs, lions, leopards, 
panthers, camels, brown bears, 
and even a polar bear. But the 
dangerour animals are gone now, 
their cages and pits standing emp
ty. 

Water had to be piped five miles 
from a mountain spring. Every 
bit of stone, concrete, marble 
and WOOd, and all the furnishings, 

. had to be taken up that winding 
road to the hilltop. Thousands 
of tons of topsoil was transported 
to the estate. 

plants and vines were bedded in 
soil mixed to their indi vidual re
quirements. The result is a se
quence of magnificent gardens set 
among the nati ve oaks which Hearst 
carefully preserved. 

Hearst intended, one biographer 
has said, to create "a shrine of 
beauty." If he had lived long 
enough to complete it, he might 
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have achieved that end. As it is, 
he didn't miss by much. 

Tickets for the tours - which 
are frequent - may be reserved 
up to 60 days in advance but not 
less than ten days in advance by 
writing to Hearst Reservation Of
fi ce, Department of Parks and 
Recreation, P.O. Box 2390, Sac
ramento, Calif. 95811 . 

League Women U Take Their Pool 
Cue From The Men 

ST. PETERSBURG - "You've 
come a long way, baby" may be 
a popular TV commercial theme, 
but the girls aren't kidding. 

A lone male who wants to fore
go female companionship for a 
night out with "the boys" is .up 
against it. Where to go? 

Over to the barbershop for a 
"once over lightly?" Down to 
the corner for a little nip? 

Perhaps a quiet game at the 
poolroom. Forget it. 

the poolroom -pardon me, 
the lounge - has been invaded by 
the fair sex who have established 
their own Worn en's League and I 
DON'T MEAN THE Women's Libe 
tion League. 

What red-blooded American pool 
player could resist watching girl 
teams with such intriguing names 
as Club 54 Mistakes --Tyrone 
Sharp Shooters -- Patio Ameri
cans -:.. WaysideChicks-- Frank's 
Fillies -- Club 54 Misfits -
Thing Poolettes -- Max's Ding
A-Lings -- O'Brien's Setters or 
Red Barn Cowgirl's? 

"We got the idea of forming 
our own team because our hus
bands played pool. We wanted 
to play, too, but there was no 
place for us," said Mrs. Harry 
Plumtree. "We talked it up a
mong our girl friends and our 
husbands helped by asking girls 
at work who might be interested." 

THE WOMEN'S League was 
formed 'in the summer of 1968 
with 10 teams. The girls play 
one night a week and shoot six 
games at one lounge, then move 
on to another lounge to play six 
more. The lounge owners spon
sor the teams. 

Most of the women are mar
ried and work. They rush home 
from work the night they play, 

get the family meals and then 
leave again for an evening of 
matching skills. Ages of the 
women range from 21 to the 60s 
women range from 21 to the 60s. 
One team of four women has 17 
children. among them. 

DO THE MEN resent the wo
men's invasion of their former
ly male domain? 

"No, they seem to like it," 
laughed Mrs. Richard O'Berry • 
"Of course they didn't think wo
men could shoot good pool, but 
they soon found out that many 
of them shot better than the men 
and they appreCiate skillful play. 
Sometimes there is a little jeal
ousy and they are not always 
happy if they lose." 
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A Star Is Born 

BERNIE SCHWARTZ 
by ROY McHUGH 
SPORTS EDITOR 

NATIONAL BILLIARD NEWS 

when she picked him up at the air
port, had not breathed a word about 
a party. 

But now someone handed him a 
champagne cocktail. The Hawk took 
a careful exploratory sip. "What is 
this, whisky?" . he said. He looked 
for a pla.ce to set down the paper 
cup. 

The Hawk was back from Las 
Vegas, where he had won his first 
major pool championship, the nine
ball division of the Stardust Open. 
His dark eyes were glassy, blue 
stUbble surrounded his sideburns. 
He had been without sleep for 36 
hours. 
GOLD MINE IN THE WEST 

Nine-ball is the Hawk's best 
game. It's sudden-death pool, play
ed with a nine-ball rack, straight 
rotation until someone knocks in 
the nine . At 34, the Hawk now re
gards himself as the world's best 
nine-ball player, better than Lu
ther Lassiter, who was not in the 
Las Vegas tournament or Eddie 
Kelly, who was. 

The Stardust Open mixed nine
ball, straight pool and one-pocket. 
"Nine-baIl's a lock for me," said 
the Hawk matter-of-factly. "In 
the other two games, I'm capable 
of los ing." There was a round
robin play-off matching the nine 
ball, straight-pool and one-poCket 
winners in all thre~ games, a 
playoff that lasted from 3 p. m. 
Tuesday until noon the following 

. day, and the Hawk finished third. 
His $2,300 in prize money and 

the gold-plated trophy a foot and a 
half high, mounted on marble, or 
something; were incidental . re
wards. At any gathering of pool 
hustlers, it's the side action that 
provides the real incentive. 

Las Vegas offered expanded op
portunities for side action. On th$ 
Strip, U. S. Route 91, where cur
vilinear neon signs as tall as sky
scrapers explode in the night over 
one-story oo.roque-modern casi
nos, there is baccarat and rou
lette and poker and craps, and in 
the background the never-ending 
clatter 'of slot machines. One pool 
hustler, a restless type, said the 

The guests were mostly young 
and hip, some with the i r girl 
friends or wives. They were drink
ing .. chrome-yellow . champagne 
cocktails. Champagne cocktails in 
the Hawk's Nest? As Minnesota 
Fats would say, that is like whip
ped cream on a hot dog. 

laid out: Trays of cold cuts,loaves Hawk, won $30,000 playing bacca
of bread in their cellophane wrap- rat, lost it with his cue, returned . 
pers. By midnight, when the Hawk, to the baccarat table and on 13 
Bernie Schwartz, arrived to ap- maximum bets in a row won $26,
plause at his Victory party, two 000 more. 
and a half hours late, because of a PECULIAR PAYOFF 

But they were drinking the cham
pange out of Dixie cups. 

delayed flight, the cold cuts had A modest share of the original 
all but disappeared and so had the . ~hirty thousand ended up with the 
guests. Hawk. And when the Hawk beat Ron 

On a pool table covered with a 
white linen cloth, a buffet was 

Perhaps 50 remained from an Allen a fast talker from Los An
c· tginal 200. The Hawk was sur- geles, Allen's backer paid orf in 
pL.:>ed to see them. His Wife Ruth, thousand-dollar bills, throwing two 

Minnesota Fat~ THE BANK ~IHOT .. .... ... .... . 
ON POOL ..... . . .. . .. . .. paper 

Mosconi WINNING POCKET BILLIARDS .. ; ....... . 

Cottingham THE GAME OF BIUIARDS 

$10.00 
$1.95 

$1.95 

. \ paper $1.95; cloth $4.95 
Lassiter BILLIARDS FOR EVERYONE . ... .......... $1.95 

MODERN GUIDE TO POICKET BILLIARDS . . . . $4.9" 
Crane YOUNG SPORTSMAN'S IGUIDE 

TO POCKET BILLIARDS ' ... cloth $2.75; paper $1.00 
Hoppe BILLIARDS AS IT SHOUI!D BE PLAYED ....... $3.00 : 
Caras TRICK & .FANCY SHOTS IN POCKET BILLIARDS $1.80 

Billiard Congress OFFICIAL .RULE BOOK ...... . .. . $1.25 
Brothe BILLIARD DIAMONDS (pamphlet) ...... : . .. . $1 .00 
Schmidt Co. FIRST FIVE YEARS OF CHALK UP . . . . .. $2.25 

Cosh with order. Add 20c per book for orders of less than $5 . Books 
sent postpaid. California residents odd 5 %. libraries and school~ wi" 
be billec! . Dealer inquiries inviied. Write for list of rare books and 
P,lints on bill iards. Additional informalion. .Call (213) 438-2636. 

BILLIARD ARCHIVES 
154 LA VERNE AVENUE,- LONG BEACH CALIF. 90803 

of them on the table. "What are 
these?" said the Hawk, who thought 
he was getting stage money. 

His early career as a furnitur~ 
salesman had not prepared him for 
high rollers. Shaking his head at 
their sophisticated ways, he ac- · 
cepted a slice of the victory cake, 
which up to then had remained in
Violate, "Welcome Home, Champ" 
spelled out in red icing on the top. 

The Hawk's cousin, Shirley, an 
ash blonde in a red dress, re
membered having advised him to 
stay out of pool rooms. "They're 
not the place to be," she had said. 
His mother, whose thinking was the 
same as Shirley's, dramatized her 
agreement by invading a pool room 
one day and breaking an expensive 
cue across the back of the Hawk's 
brother, Paul. 

The Hawk tried golf, but found 
it unexciting. The fifth time he 
played, he came to a par-three ' 
hole that called for a five-iron shot 
over a tree. ACCidentally, he hit a 
line drive. The ball went into the 
cup for a hole-in-one. "It meant 
nothing to me," said the Hawk. 

N either did selling furniture. 
He gave up his job and opened tho 
Hawk's Nest, a basement room in 
Squirrel Hill . "Now his mother 
is proud of him -- my-son-the
pool-player sort of thing," _Shir
ley said. 

When the party was over, the 
Hawk's eight-year-old, Bruce, who 
is called the Sparrow, left re
luctantly. The Sparrow had been 
shooting pool with one of the guests. 
"I won a dime tonight," he an
nounced. 

AUGUS"F. 1970 

The reading 

on the sign on the tree: 
"This IIco Mahogany tree is 
being cut especially for Macofl 
BOliard Supply Company, 
Macon, " . 

All the wood parts of our 
tables are made from 
Genuine Philippir.e Mahogany. 
Can beat this for quality. 

Announcing the new Gan s " QUEEN ELIZABETH" " . 
one of the world 's finest home tables made according to 
the specifications of the Billiard Congress of America. 

Manufacturers and Distributors 
Of Bi"iard Tables and Supplies 

j 

510 11th Street 
P. O . Box 533 

Macon, Georgia 
31202 
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