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Lassiter, 3rd: Allen, 2nd as • • • • 

Thompson Wins World All-Around Pool Crown 
The lOth World's Pocket Billiard 

Championship Tournament play
off started on Wednesday, October 
28th at. 2. o' clock in the afternoon, 
and ended on October 29th at 3:45 
a.m. The 22 day Tournament was 

KAZUO FUJIMA 

Fujima Wins 
Japan Title 

Kazuo Fujima, winner of the 3rd 
Japanese Professional Pocket 
Billiard Championship Tourna
ment, held at the Takeda Farhall 
in Kyoto City, Japan, October 8th 
through the 11 th, sponsored by the 
Japanese Billiard Company, Ltd., 
and sanctioned and endorsed by the 
Pocket Billiard Congress of Japan. 
The first prize was $770.00. The 

Continued on Page 8 

coming to a final. There were 118 
entries, the highest of any pevious 
tournament ever held. 

Ronnie Allen of Burbank, Cali
fornia, was winner of the top prize 
in thetwenty four prizes in the one
pocket division, $1,500.00; 2nd 
place winner was Larry Johnson, 
$1,000;00; 3rd place was a new
comer, Paul Malniduk, winner 
of $600.00; 4th place, Eddie Kelly, 
Las Vegas, Nevada, 5th place 
finisher was a very fine young cue 

star from Detroit, Michigan, 
George Kalman, $300.00; 7th place 
was Cole Dickson from California, 
$300.00; 8th place, Bill "Weenie 
Bennie" Station from Ar lington, 
Virginia, $300.00; 9th place was 
Larry LisJco ti from Manchester, 
Mass. $150.00; and lOth place 
winner was Bill Amado, $150.00; 

In the 9-Ball Division, Keith 
Thompson, the 18-year'old"Texas 
Kid" was winner of the top prize, 
$1, 500.00. The six foot two inches 
tall school boy startled the 

Billiards .Brass and Biiliards Pro
prietors throughout the World's, 
and most of all he surprised the 
twenty three cue stars who 
finished in the money in the Nine 
Ball dlvision. To all our readers, 
the "Texas Kid" Thompson has 
authority in his stroke. We, the 
staff of the National Billiard News, 
send congratulations to this new 
cue great. Look at the next nine 
names who finished in back of the 
teen-ager Thompson. Joe Spaeth, 
truly a great 9-Ba11 player, 

KEITH "THE TEXAS KID" THOMPSON AND PAULIE JANSCO 

$1,000.00, 3rd place was the 
world's best 14-1 straight pool 
player, and many think that he is 
the greatest that ever lived, Irving 

Continued on Page 7 

LUTHER LASSITER 

JEAN BALUKAS 

Princess Jean in 
Successful Trip 

The trip of the Little Princess, 
Jean Balukas, to the Far East to 
give a Television ·Pocket Billiard 
Exhibition was a huge success. 
This was broadcast through the en
tire network and all the large clUes 
of Japan. 

The National Billiard News 
salutes Mr. Masao Nakayo of Fuji 
Telecasting Company Ltd., 

Continued on 9 

WORLD'S RICHEST TOURNEY Possible To Win $12,ouu.OO 

$40,000.00 3-IN-ONE 
SEE PAGE tt l 
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Editor's 
Notebook 

by EARL NEWBY 

I caHed in on the telephone at 5 minutes of 3 a.m., on October 29th 
\ to find out if the tournament was over, and the voice on the other end 
of the telephone line said "No. Lassiter has been eliminated and Ronnie -
Allen and Keith Thompson are playing for the all-around championShip 
title." Allen was leading 3 games to nothing at the time of my call, 
but when I called back at 3 p.m., to find out who had won, I learned 
that the Teen Ager, Keith Thompson, from Houston, Texas, had shot 
down the fast talling fine playing Ronnie Allen from Burbank, California. 
n had been raining for two days in Illinois and Paulie Jansco was so 
exeited that there was no way you could get one more spectator in. The 
Show Bar was jumping, the Cue Club in the back had all tables running, 
-and the lOth Annual World's All-Around Pocket Billiard Championship 
Tournament goes down in history as the best ever held. 

Some of the high spots were in 14-1. The collegiate kid, Varner , 
ran 105 and out on Larry LisicoUi. Mataya r.an 86 and out on Ri chie 
Florence. Mataya also ran 125 in two innings on Ronnie Allen. Eddie 
Kelly had a two inning game against Whitlow. Lassiter had a close 
call With Richie Florence, 125 to 123. 

When the writer heard that this 18-year old Texas youth had shot 
down those two experienced, finished, classical cue stars, I was aston
ished and all my associates could not believe it when I told them the 
news, and all the fans in my Billiard Center could not believe that 
Ronnie Allen and Luther Lassiter could lose to a name that had never 
appeared in our Billiard News before. The Editor and Publisher of the 
Billiard News has given him anewname- " The Texas Kid Atomic Bomb 
Cue Star." 

We would like to tell you about 
the date change in the $35,000 
STAR DUST OPEN. The new dates 
are March 4th through the 18th. 
Please note that this tournament 
has been cut to twwo weeks, four
teen days. 

TIlls great cue classic will follow 
the World's Richest 3- in-l $40,000 
Pocket Billiard Tournament pre
sented by Fred Whalen, truly an
other classical billiard promoter. 
Please see AD on page 3 and other 
news releases through the pages. 

I would lilte to tell all our readers 
that the British Colum bia Pro-

- t~sslonal Soooker7interests in the 
city of V~couver, B.C., had a 
tournament recently. We received 
one of their posters, and this 
snooker tournament had the 
backing of the Belvedere Cigarette 
Company in their country. The 
Billiard News would ike to thank 
the Ferguson Billiards and the 
Pender Billiards in Vancouver for 
their wonderful promotion in 
having the Belvedere Cigarette 
Company as their sponsor. Please 
see our· pages for the write
ups on this tournament. We had 
some articles mailed in to us and 
we have included them especially 
for all our Snooker readers. 

SPECIAL TO ALL PLAYERS 

From any country in the world
Russia, Turkey, Japan, Spain, Aus
tralia, Canada, from any country, if . 
you are interested in playing in the 
Wor ld's Richest 3-in-1 Pocket 
Billiar f ' Championship Tourna
m ent, please contact Mr. Fred L. 
Whalen, 607 South Parkview Ave
nue, Los Angeles, California, 
90057. 

TO Al;I:? OtJR READERS 

I have a very special announce
ment. I just talked to mY good 
friend, Paulie Jansco. He is in the 
Veterans Hospital, Room Ul-C-

--.;,;. 

North Wood, Wisconsin, 53193. 
This is our report to all our 
readers and all Paulie's friends 
because I know he has many a round 
the world. We learned that Pauli~ 
will have heart surgery on Thurs
day, November 19th, and the heart 
surgeon says that if everything 
goes well Paulie will be back at the 
Johnston City to have Christmas 
dinner with his lovely family. 

We have also learned that the 
Janscos have just finished paying 
out $380,000 in prize money to the 
players since their first tourna
ment ten years ago. Thestaffofthe.' 
National Billiard News will say ~ 
prayer for this wonderful billiard 
buff and one of the finest promoters 
that we Americans have ever seen. 

BIG ED WALTERS 
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L.A. FAVORITE -- Ed Kelly of Las Vegas is among favorites in World's 3-in-l Pocket Billiard 
Championships, a $40,000 event which will start Jan. 29 at the Elks Building in Los Angeles. Entries are 
now being accepted by promoter Fred Whalen, 15 times Pacific Coast Champion. 

World's 3·ln·1 Tournament 
Set For L.A. Jan. 29th 

Two former California State. 
Champions are among early 
entries in the World's 3-in-l 
Pocket Billiard Championships, a 
$40,000 event which starts Jan. 29 
at the Elks Building in Los Angeles. 

Promoter Fred Whalen has an
nounced that Harold "Red" 
Baker of North Hollywood, Calif'l
and Vern Peterson of G~rden 
Grove, CaUf., both onetime state 
titleholders will be among the local 
favorites. 

Included in the star-studded 
lineup are Irving Crane, who won 
his fifth world's straight pool 
crown in the same amphitheatre 
early this year ~ Ed Kelly, the Las 
Vegas sharpster Who won the title 
the year before; Luther Lassiter, 
Joe Balsis and Jimm y Moore, all 
former champions, and Cisero 
Murphy, who won the wor ld cr own 
in Burbank in 1965. 

This year's tournam ent will 
differ from last year's meet in ha 
all three versions of the !mIlle . 
be contested - - 14 .1 (straig poo), 

the winner 
o_e ~cket - - with 

thr ee events 
al night of the competina 0 e 

23 - day tourne -. 
The 40 ,000 p ize fund makes the 

champions hips the richest of its 
ki nd ever held . 

Players from throughout the 

which has been the scene of the 
last two world championships, is 
being remodeled for the 1971 battle. 

Cuestick star Irving Crane, 
Rochester, N.Y., will defend 
his 14.1 world's title against a 
record field. 

Veteran competitors returning 
to challenge him include Jack Breit 
Houston; Peter Margo, UnionCity, 
N.J.; Cisero Murphy, Brooklyn; 
Ed Kelly, Las Vegas; Luther 
LaSSiter, Elizabeth City, N.C.; 
Joe .Balsis, Minersville, Pa., and 

Jimmy Moore, Albuquerque. 
This marks the first time that a 

Los Angeles tournament has fea
tured all three championship 
games -- 14.1 (straight pool), nine
ball and one pocket -- thus the title 
3-in-l. 

The overall title will be awarded 
on the final evening of the .champ- .. 
ions hips when winners of the three 
diviSions meet. 

Whalen is accepting entries at 
$100 per division at tournament 
offices, 5137 Franklin Ave., Los 
Angeles. -

nation are invited to participate in -JIMMY MOORE (L.) and FRED WHALEN 
the open meet, according to .... ______________________ ~~~ .... -~ 
Whalen. Entry fee for each event · 
is $100 with entries now being ac
cepted at tournament headquarters 
--5137 Franklin Ave., Los 
Angeles. 

Less experienced players will 
have a good opportunity in the 
straight pool division, since 
veteran contenders will be spreak 
across five different flights. 

* +:: * * * 
Star players and challengers 

from throughout the nation are 
filing their entries in ever in
creasing I]umbers for the World's 
3-in-l Pocket Bi lliard Champion
ships to be held Jan. 29 to Feb. 20 
at the Elks Building in Los Angeles . 

"The respon..se to date has been 
very gratifying," declared Fred 
Whalen, the 15-times Pacific Coast 
champion who is promoting the 
title event. "The $40,000 prize 
fund, an all-time record in tourna
ment bi lliards, will make it possi 
ble for one "Cue- star" to wi n as 
much as $12,000." 

Whalen pointed out that the am-
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PROUDL~ PRESENTS 
<c... 

LOS ANGELES 
1st ANNUAL 

, WORLD'S 

IN 

**************** 
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London Views 
the return match is held in the 
United States in 1972 the English 
team will probably journey to 
Canada to engage the Canadian 
team in a series of snooker 
matches since snooker is widely 
accepted bY)JlanY_2s the true bill
iard game of Canada, By JOE MARCUS 

Contributing Editor ' 

Good news spreads rapidly. 
And when the news concerns 

bit"liards every pool, snooker and 
just sports fan finds out the in
form ation throu~h his local bUllard 
room. 

That about sums up the feellngs ,< 

"We definitely feel that this 
might be a great idea," Davis said, 
" and then maybe we can devise a 
format where members from the 
leading nations involved in snooker 
play against those from Canada 
and the U.S. in straight pool and 
snooker. What' s to stop us from 
later developing a true series of 
international matches between say 
England and one South American 
nation in snooker and three
cushion play and say the U ,S, in 
a pool/three-cushion event. 

, running through London and other ' 
major EngUsh cities tOday 'con
cerning the proposed snooker/pool' 
match between England and , the 
United States which will be pro- , 
bably held :AprU 20- 24 In London. Davis, who is handling the pro

motion for next year'sSportacular 
in London late in August and early 
September, feels that the field is 
Wide open. 

Ever since the tournament we 
announced earlie~ in the year by , 
Ray Davis Promotions of London 
and International Sports Agency 
through its presNent Connie Sere
din in New York ~culation has 
been widespread as to...the makeup 
of the English team. 

"We will have the definite make
up known within one month, " Ray 
told me after getting off the phone 
with Rex Williams who looks like 
a sure bet to be one of the five 
players who will wear the colors of 
England in the competition which 
will have each of the nation's five, 
players engaged in five snooker and 
a like number of pool matches. 

" At the present tim e it looks like 
the Londanaire Hotel will be the 
site of venue, " Davis, who in the 
past few months has developed into 
one of the leading men in his field, 
said. "We have several key spon
sors ready to go and that final ' 
selection will also be decided on 
very shortly." 

Davis, who has become the first 
man to break through the sponsor
ship struggle in soccer a~ well 
as representing some of the top 
names in the billiard field, auto 
raCing and of course soccer, sees 
a bright future for straight pool in 
England. 

"I'm not saying that it will ever 
replace snooker as far as billiard 
fans and partiCipation is con
cerned, " Davis said in'hisoffices 
which are located at 1/42 Curzon 
Street in London," but it will de
finitely make its presence felt. 

"I have been very pleased with 
the initial r esponse that the London 
fans have displayed toward this 
venture and I think it's another fine 
event which is sure to enhance 
the sports r built up between 

JOE MARCUS 

the U.S. and Great Britian in the 
past." 

,. Not only will the fans benefit 
from this type of competition but 
the players will gain the wide 
recognition that they so des
perately need," he said. 

Manchester Twinups 
By JOE MARCUS, 
Contributing Editor 

Here's a quick question. 
What does Manchester, Engiand 

have in common with Manchester, 

How does the average LoIidon 
player look at this tournament 
which will be held after a series 
of week-long exhibitions by Ameri
cans in the baSic skill of straight 
pool? ~ew Hamp. besides the same 

" I look forward to it because as I lame? 
you say we are interested in seeing Wel~ as · far as ' billia,rd 
how the American skill can com- enthuslasts are concerned they re 
pare to the English skill" said both real hot beds for the sport. 
a worker in a hotel. " I Uu'nk that- Of course the New Hampshire 
snooker is a much harder game so residents perfer the straight pool 
as I look at it we will win almost variety while the people from the 
all of the snooker matches and English city like their brand 
several of the pool games. So as I 
see it England will win." 

It's no hidden secret that such 
English players as Rex Williams 
have been sharpening up for the 
match at the straight pool table. 

" Several hours a w'3ek I'm work
ing out the kinks in my straight 
pool game,'" said Williams, "and 
I'm sure that those who 'will re
present the U.S. are also getting 
accustom ed to the gam e of snooker. 
I look for a great match and don't 
bet against some real startling 
matches. Games that we figure to 
win we may well lose and the same 
is true for the Americans. 

"This has got to be one of the 
most exciting ideas ever invented 
in billiards and I think it is going 
to go over very well." 

Davis also revealed that when 

spelling snooker. 
But again , they're both eager 

beavers and as long as the ball 
appears to be getting pocketed or 
potted as they say in England there 
will be those who argue the 
merits of each sport. 

"I don't know too much about, 
snooker." said Tony who runs 
a neat room in the New Hamp
shire area," but if the fans .in 
Manchester, England are just a half 
as interested as our fans are then 
I have to repect them. Here the 
boys from Canada come down 
often to play snooker and my fans, 
many of whom never even heardof 
the game, come down and view it 
with am azem ent. 

"We have many fine snooker 
rooms in this area," said John 
who ,runs one of the Manchester, 
England rooms," and even now 
the straight pool table is starting to 
get some attention. Maybe it's be
cause of the upcoming match 
between England arid the U.S. or 
maybe it's because several of our 
patrons saw The Hustler, but, 
whatever the r eason is you won't 
find me complaining. It adds bobs 
and quids into the register and 
that's very important to us." 

Both cities realize the im
portance of top nam es playing 
matches there and holding local 
tournaments so as to retain the 
interest of their customers. 

In Manchester" N. H. some of 
the leading national players have 
demonstrated their skill in 
pocket billiards while England's 
Manchester has had a steady 
stream of top snooker players such 
as -Rex Williams and Ida Spencer 

,come into the bigger establish
ments to demonstrate the techni
ques that have' made them among 
the very best in the game and sur~_ 1 

,. ~ 1 I ~ ;' ~ 
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bets to represent England when the 
first annual U.S.--England 
snooker / pool tourney gets un
derway next April in London. 

. , 

WILLIS RUNS 99 
BALLS IN 

EXHIBITION 

I would like to tell you about on.: 
, of the most remarkable feats that 
we have ever seen or heard of. 

Don Willis was practicing inour 
room and the boys were kidding him 
about break shots, so he racked the 
balls up and had a perfect break 
to begin with. He then told the boys 
to pick . out any ball in the r ack 
and he would break on that ball 
the next time. Each subsequent 
rack, he had someol{e call a break 
shot for the following rack. This 
was always before the rack was 
touched. 

End balls, middle balls, and 
various others Were T ' 'ked. Don 
ran 99 and missed 01. , smashing 
break shot by a hair . 

It was indeed a pleasure to see 
how Don maneuvered not only the 
cue ball but the pre-selected break 
ball around the table. This run was 
witnessed by about thirty people 
including yours truly. The group 
was So engrossed In Don's shots, 
that m any were late for their 
bowling matches. 

I enjoy your magazine very 
much. Keep up the good work. 

Very truly yours, 
IMPERIAL LANES 
Joe Monastra 

JOE BALIS , 
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Who Won The 

1. Steve Mizerak 
2. Luther Lassiter 
3. Jim Mataya 
4. Joe Ba1sis 
5. Allen Hopkins 
6. Steve Cook 
7. Irving Crane 
8. Chas. Cacciapaglia 
9. Ron Martin 
,0. Tom Ko11ins 

Money, 
High 
Run 

107 
132 
84 
91 
74 
36 
76 

And How Much? 
B. P. ~l. 

Average Prize 

12.01 $5,000 
13.32 3,000 
14.41 2,000 
12.02 1,500 
6.92 1,250 
5.68 1,125 
6.54 1,000 

900 
800 
70n 

Dorothy Wise 
WinsWomens 

Rigge Takes Second Place 

In the women's diVision, defend
ing champion, 55-year-old Doro
thy Wise of San Francisco over
came some early roung toruble 
to easily down Shiela Bohm of 
Rochester, Ind. 75- 21 for the title 
and the $500 first prize. It was 
her third straingt suc~essful de
fense of her title. The sur
prising Shiela, who has to drive 
a distance from her home just 
to find a billiard table to play on, 
squeezed by both J ean B~luka, the 
11- year-old phenomenon from Bro
ollyn, N.Y. (75-72) and last year's 
runner-up Gerry Titcomb of Cin
Cinnati, Ohio (75-67) on her way 
to the finals. Titcomb clinched her 
third place finish by winning an 
easy 75-43 match over Balukas to 
shvoe the youngster into a fourth, 
place finish. Mrs. Wise's rough
est match was against fellow Cal
iforniarr Evelyn Dal Porto of Red_ 
-wood City, in which she overcame 
a temporary "Glass arm" to come 
from behind and pull out a tough 
75-70 Victory. 

Steve Miz.erak, Jr. Honored 
At Hi-Cue Billiard Lounge 

Linda Mizerak, the wife' of the 
of the champion, presided at the 
serving of cake cut from two en
ormous cakes, frosted in the shape 
of Billiard Tables, complete with 
vanilla rails ann r.hocolate pockets. 

Players divide $21,000 in tour
namet prixe money. 

PAGES , 

MizeraksPrevaiis To Win U.S. 
Open Pockets Championship 

Mizerak' 5 com ment that, "youth 
must be served," proved to be 
prophetic as Wimpy ran into one 
"young whipper-snapper too 
many." The New Jez:sey grade 
school teacher crushed Lassiter 
150-85 in the final match with 
runs of 106 and 48 and out, after 
both players were -4 after open
ing safety play. Mizerak had been 
forced into the second match with 
Lassiter after he lost the first 
match in the double-elimination 
tournament to him by a 10p-s1ded 

150-25 score in eight innings. 
An appreciative and vociferous 

crowd jam-packed thr grand ball
room of the Sheraton-C hi c ago Ho
tel for the iinal matches. Tele
vision crews whcih were on hand 
during thr entire week's action, 
were 0nce again in evidence dur
ing the finals along with other mem
bers of the press. 

With his victory, Mizerak picked 
up his first place trophy and a 
check for $5,000. Lassiter's se
cond place finish earned him $3,000. 
The colorful North Carolonaplay
er also picked up extra money for 
his tournament high run of 132 
straight. Youthful, long-haired Jim 
Mataya of Holt, Michigan, finished 
third in the competition after Lass
iter avenged an earlier loss to the 
21- year-old star (150-34) to dump 

hi~ in the semifinal match 150- 51. 
Before this, Lassiter had sent Joe 
Balsis the 1968 champ from Min-, . . 
ersville, Pa. to the sidelines and a 
fourth place finish with a mara
thon three-hour-long 150-128 vic
tory. 

At the end of five tension-pack. 
ed days of tough competition, it 
all came down to youth and deter
mination versus age and experience 
in the fifth annyal U.S. Open Poc
ket Billiards Championship. Inthe 
finals Bite 36 af the .32 L,en' s 
jivisi~n co·ntestants had been eli-
minat~d, it was the youth of 25-
year-old Steve Mizerak of Car
teret, N.J. that prevailed over 
the experience of veteran, 51-year
old Luth~r ' "Wimpy" Lassiter of 
Elizabeth City, N.C. for the champ. 
ionship. 

BILLIARD NEWS 

OUR 8th 

CONSECUTIY E 
1970 U.S. Open Champion STEVE 

MIZERAK, Sr. of Carteret, New 
Jersey was honored by fans, 
family' and players at Elizabeth's 
HI-CUE BILLIARD LOUNGE on 
Monday evening, October 12,1970. 
The occasion wasa"VictoryCele
bratio~" ' commemorating his ' 
winning the 1970 U.S. Open title, 
and his 27th birthday. The tall, 
smooth - stroki~g , schqolteacher 
was presented during the course 
of the evening with a specially 
designed gold ring, and PerthAm
boy Commis!iioner Ray Jankowsky, 
assisted by Perth Amboy City 
Clerk Harold Augustine presented 
Mizerak with the key to the City 
of Perth Am boy, on behalf of Mayor 
Donald F. Olsen. In addition, a 
Proclamation on, Mizerak's behalf, 
issued by Carteret's Mayor, Hon. 
Michael Toth,' was read, together 
with congratUlatory telegrams 
from local government and bUli
ards dignitaries and personalities. 

u.s. I'STERS·IEN'S DIVISION 

Billiards highlights of the even
ing a trick shot contest, presided 
over by "Cue-ball" Kelly and o no
frio Lauri, ' in which Jack Cola
Vita, Jr., and Brian Asch, ages 
10 and 12, beat out such compet
ition as Al Farber, former N.Y. 
State Champion, Jack Colavita, and 
Ray Martin. A 14.1 exhibition be
tween Jack Colavita and Pete 
Margo of Union City, N.J., with 
ColaVita victorious, 100-76, was 
next, and the evening was 
completed with a trick shot ex
hibition by Kelly and Lauri. 

124-STMON ' 
11. KPllY 

~MlEIIT 

Following the eXhibition, Mrs. • •••••••••••• _ •••• _ ••••••••••••.•. 
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K:EITH "THE TEXAS" KID" THOMPSON, WIN 

KEITH "THE TEXAS KID" THOMPSON 
WHO WON THE MONEY AND HOW MUCH 12. Cole Dickson 

NINE BALL 13. Jim Reid 
1. Keith Thompson $1,500.00 14. Norn1an Mehadelli 
2. Joe Spaett 1,000.00 15. Fred Bentinegna 
3. Irvin Crane 600.00 16. Larry Lisicotti 
4. Nick Varner 400.00 17. Eddie Kelly 
5. Luther Lassiter 300.00 18. Ronnie Allen 
6. Larry Johnson 300.00 19. Bryan Hanser 
7. Richard Florence 300.00 20. Wade Crane 
8. Steve Cook 300.00 21. Kei th Wilson 
9. Buddy Hall 150.00 22. Ardel LaSieur 

10. 150.00 23. Bill Meacham 
11. 150.00 24. Gene Fatham 

JACK & Jill CUE CLUB 
2707 S. WAKEFIELD STREET 

ARLINGTON, VIRGINI A 931-767 1 

1971 U.S. INVITATIONAL 
NINE BALL & ONE POCKET 

TOURNAMENT · 
J ANUARY 8th th ru 17th 

GUARANTEED PR IZE M.ONEY 

1.1 $1, 0 0 0 .00 51h $ 30 0.'00 

2ncl 600.00 61h 200.0 0 

3rcl 500.00 7th 100.00 

41h 400.00 .... 100.00 

Enlry Fee $100.00 

ROUND ROBIN 

'--,r) cN 24 HOURS 

SNOOKER 
TOURNAMENT AREA 

PING PONG POCKET BILLlARD$ 

25 TABLES BILLIARDS 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21 . 
22. 
23. 
24. 

. CHAMPJONS. 

__ . Wednesday, O( 

Straigtl 

Lassiter 125 Lassiter 

150.00 
150.00 
150.00 
150.00 
150.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 

Allen 

Lassiter 
Allen 

Lassiter 
Allen 

88 

8 

11 

0 
4 

Thompsol 

~ 

Lassiter 
ThompsOi 

One F 

Lassiter 
Thompsol 

Rec 

Allen 
Lassiter 
Thompso 

PAULIE JANSCO 

WHO WON THE MONEY AND HOW MUCH 

ON E POCKET 

Ronnie Allen $1,500.00 
Larry Johnson 
Paul Malniduk -
Ed Kelly 
George Kalman 
Fred Bentinegna 
Cole Dickson 
Bill Staton 
Larry Lisicotti 
Bill Amadeo 
Alton Whitlow 
Jim Reid 
Bryan Hanser 
Nick V arner 
James Brown 
Ardel LaSieur 
S. T. Brown 
Mart in Kaima:l 
Lou is Gaf f 
AI Miller 
Charles DeValliere 
Wade Crane 
Eddie McGehear 
Cisero Murphy 

HARBOR 

CUSHION ~ CUE-
MODERN FAMILY 

BILLIARD CENTER 

When in REDONDO BEACH, please drop into the 

HAlIBOR CUSH ION & CUE, Modern family Billiard 

Center. Relax and enioy the sport of Billiards. 

1,000.00 
600.00 
400.00 
300.00 
300.00 
300.00 
300.00 
150.00 
150.00 
150.00 
150.00 
150.00 
150.00 
150.00 
150.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 

JOE BURNS 

PHONE 374·9460 

3 12 N. HARBOR DR . 
REOONDC eEACH. CALIF, 

/ 



J.C. WORLD ALL·AROOND POOL 'TOURNEY 
P PLAYOFF 

ober 28,_ 1970 

Pool 

125 Allen 118 
52 Thompson 125 

all 

8 Allen 7 
11 Thompson 11 

2 
4 

rds 

on 
3 
2 
4, 

Allen 4 
Thompson 3 

' Lost 

3 
4 
2 

Jansco Is 
rr The Greatest rr 

"I'm the greatest" is a fash~ 
ionable slogan once more since 
boxer Ali Muhammad, nee 
Cassius Clay, has made his 
comeback. 

Paul Jansco of Johnston City 
has ascended to the throne as the 
greatest pool promoter in the 
country as his 10th annual world 
ali- around pocket billiards tourna
ment comes to a close tonight. 

"Well, as the politicians arE: 
saying these days," points out 
Jansco, "look at the record. In 
the last 10 years I have figured 
in promotion of pool tournaments 
which have paid out $380,000 to the 
players. 

RONNIE ALLEN 

"You hear about a lot of little 
tournaments around the country 
for maybe $5,000 but they often 
have five sponsors and just as 
often don't even payoff. Nobody 
helped me sponsor the $20,000 
tournament which is closing to
night in Johnston City. 

"I have already Signed a con
tract to promote the Stardust 
Classic at Las Vegas the next 

three years. It wi11 be our 
seventh one in Vegas. The tourna
ment starting next March 6 will 
have $35,000 in prizes and the 
next two years the figures go up 
to $37,500 and $40,000. Nobody 
In the world pays that kind of money 
in any type of pool tournament. 

"I'll tell you something else. 
There was so much interest shown 
in the nine ball division of the 
current tournament with over 50 
entries that I am thinking about a 
$12,000 nin~- ball tournament at 

Johnston City in June. I may 
change the format to a round robin 

WHO WON THE MONEY AND HOW MUCH 

STRAIGHT POOL 

1. Luther Lassiter $1,500.00 

2. Irvin Crane 1,000.00 

3. Steve Cook 600.00 

4. Larry Lisicotti 400.00 

5. Danny DeLiberto 300.00 

6. Nick Varner 300.00 
7. Jim Mataya 300.00 
8. Ed Kelly 300.00 

9. Ardel LaSieur 150.00 

10. Joe Russo 150.00 

11. Richard Florence 150.00 
12. Larry Johnson 150.00 
13. Don Rose 150.00 
14. Alton Whitlow 150.00 
15. Louis Gaff 150.00 
16. Jack Brent 150.00 
17. Shirley Cloyd 50.00 
18. Ed Burton 50.00 
19. AI Miller 50.00 
20. AI Cuslashy 50.00 
21. David Sizemore 50.00 
22. Don Tazer 50.00 
23. Martin Kaiman 50.00 
24. Babe Thompson 50.00 

in which everybody plays every
body else instead of following the 
double elimination plan. 

"Our tournament this year 
has had more entries -- about 115 
-- than at any time in the past. 
Attendance has been better than I 
can recall. 

"People come from all over 
the country to see this event lind we 
would be dead if we had to depend 
upon local fans alone_ Matt Cloney 
of Brooklyn has to be the greatest 
pool fan in the country. He is a , 
retired business man who has had 
a lifelong interest i n pool. He 
comes to Las Vegas every year 
as well. 

"We had this tournament on 
national television over both CBS, 
and ABC several times and 
Johnston City is well known 
throughout the nation for its pool 
tournaments. I went into a pool 
room traveling out west one time 
and three different people I never 
saw before recognized me from 
haVing seen my picture in pool 
publications, bowling journals or 
ot~r media. 

"I can't begin to recall how many 
newspapers and magazines have 
come here to do fea ture stories 
such as Playboy magazine did in its 
recent issue. 

"Torn Fox, who wrote the book 
'Bank Shots And Other Great 
Robberies' for 'Minnesota Fats,' 
dId a great piece in Sports Illu
strated one year. New Yorker 
magazine, the National Observer, 
Bowling Journal, The Billiard 
News as well as many major news
papers have sent reporters here. 

"People who saw the mOVie, 
"The Hustler. ' may thJnk that was 
a fiction story. Only the characters 
were fictitious because there are 
hundreds of pool hustlers living 
such lives day after day and year 
after yeaI;'. 

"I like to run pool tournaments 
to gIve the hustlers a brief fling 
at respectability. Pardon the 
grammer, friend, but it sure ain't 
no easy job. 

LUTHER 'WIMPY' LASSITER 

THOMPSON 
Co nt inued from Page 1 

Crane, $600.00; 4th place Winner, 
$400.00, a new cue star from the 
college group, Nick Varner; 5th 
place was Luther, "Wimpy" 
Lassiter. We are s till receiving 
mail about his cue art in the 
Chicago tournam ent; the fans love 
"The Wimp's" pool game, and he 
won $300.00 for his try; Larry 
II Boston Shorty" Johnson won 
$300.00 for _ 6th place; Richie 
Florence, "The California Kid", 
won $300.00 for his 7th place; 
8th place winner was Steve Cook, 
Jr., the Ohio Cue Flash; 9th place 
was Buddy Hall, $150 .00 prize; 
and 10th place prize of $150.00 
was son by Joe RUSSO, Trenton. 
N.J., proprietor-owner of the 
Golden Crown Billiar r1s at 30 East 
F,'ront Street. Joe is a fine pocket 
billiards star. 

The thIrd and final week was the 
most in Pool, the 14-1 Straight 
Pool Division, and all the best 
en t ere d. Lassiter, winner, 
$1,500.00; Crane 2nd, $1,000.00. 
These two cue stars have done 
more for billiards in the last 
ten years than anyone we know 
of. They are both the greatest 
competitors and if they don't win 
they- are always right there in any 
tournement they play in. The fans 
throughout the , country and Yours 
Truly think highly of Mr. Lassiter 
and Mr. Crane .. Mr Billiards" . 

Third place finisher and winner 
of $600.00, is another fine young 
cue star, Steve Cook" Jr., from 
Lima, Ohio. For the last two 
years he has made his home base 
c/o. Dale Mabry Billiards ill 
Tampa, Florida. The 4th place 
finisher, who played very well in 
the diVision, Larry Lisicotti from 
Manchester, Mass. $400.00. We 
notice that he finished 16th in the 
9-Ball anil won $150.00 in prizes; 
in the one-pocket he was 9th, and 
won $150.00. So he did very well. 
In all three tournaments he was 
in the money. 5th place finIsher 
was the popular Danny DiLiberto 
from Miami, Florida, a favorite 

with the fans whereever he plays; 
also a favorite with the billiard 
proprietors and the billiard buffs. 
We get a lot of mail and phone 
calls about this cue star. He won 
$300.00 In prizes for his effort. 

6th place finisher was Nick 
Tarner from Indiana. He came 
rom the college group and was a 
ollege champ. He won $300.00; 
th was Jim Mataya from LanSing, 
Uchigan, who won $300.00. He is 
ne of the finest improved pocket 

billiar d players in the country; 
#8 was "Champagne Eddie" Kelly, 
one of the fashion plates, dresses 
to kill. He won $300.00; in 9th 
place was the cahmp from St. 
LoUiS, the best . pocket billiard 
player in the St. Louis area. His 
name is Ardel" Blackie" La Sieur. 
He is owner of the Family Grand
view Cue & Cushion Club, floris
sant, Mo., the suburban area ofSt. 
Louis. One of the new billiard 
books that just came on the market 
called " The Lam bs and the Lions" 
had a wonderfUl story about-him and 
his lovely wife. These two people 
are great for billiards. They pre
sent a great image. No. 10 was my 
friend, Joe Russo from Trenton, 
New Jersey, owner of the Gold 
Crown Billiards, 30 East Front 
Street, $150.00. 

THE BIG THREE, Allen, Thomp
son and Lassiter, the first week 
Allen being the winner of the One 
Pocket DiVision; the second week, 
.:he Texas" Teen Ager" Thompson, 
winner of the 9-- Ball DiVision, and 
the thr id week, Lassiter winner of 
the Straight Pool Division. This is 
what happened: 

On Wednesday, October 28th, 
1970, the 10th World's All Around 
play off started at 2 p.m ., and 
Lassiter was eliminated by losing 
four of his six games, and 
Thompson, the 18 year old giant 
with the cue, and Ronnie Allen, 
played to -see who was the 
champion. Thompson was the win
ner, won four and lost two: Allen 
won three and lost Uu· ee. See pages 
6 and 7 for com plete results of the 
oldest and most important pocket 
bi lliarc! tournaments held any 
place in the wor ld. 

Richie Florence 

) .. 
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Kaztio Fuj ma 
1 G times the national champion 
of Japan, has several experi
ences of playing tours to U.S.A. 
and is the leading man of the 
poc ket billiard circle in J apan, 
and has overseas communica
tions on the billiar d problems. 
1st Class (Obtained qualifi cation 
for the professional member in 
1966). Lives in Kyoto City 

FUJIMA 
Continued from Page 1 

total number offans attending were 
about 2000 each day . The tourna
ment was played in a double elimi
nation with 12 of the top players 
of Japan and Danny Gartner, 
former insurance e} ecutive and 
part tim e movie celebrity, and one 
of the real great personalities 
of the sport of bi11iards . He is 
a very colorful player both in 
pockets and , 3-Cushion. Danny 
finished second in this Far East 
cue classic . The other cue stars 
were from different cities through
out the Japanese empire, as they 
ran qualifying tournaments to 
s e lect the best players to partic i
pate in the tournament. 

NqVEMBER 1970 

This champions hip tournament 
is an all around cue show, con
sisting of 14-1 , rack 125 points, 
the call shot rotation 360 points, 
and 9 Ball (8 best of 15 games). 
The match was played in the 
s ystem of 2 wins best of 3 different 
games. The first game in every 
match is 14-1 , the second game 
is Rotation, and the play:'off g'ame 
is 9- Ball. 

ACTION DURING JAPANESE TITLE PLAY 

DANNY GARTNER 
FINISHED 2nd 

The Billiard Newscongratulates 
all these fine Japanese billi ards 
e} ecuti ves, billiard buffs and the 
great cue talent from this fine 
country of Japan. 

Mr. Kazuo Fujima is coming to 
our country to partiCipate in the 
World's Ri chest 3-in-l Pocket 
Billiard Championship Tourna
ment, Januar y 29 through 
February 20 in Los Angeles; also 
to play in the Canadian In
ternational to be held in Montreal, 
Canada, next March . Mr . Fujima 

is improving his billi ar d know- how 
each year. 

We would like you to take note 
of the picture showing Mr . Fuji ma, 
the champion of Japan, and his in 
Vited guest, Danny Gartner from 
Am erica, playing in front of a 
group of enthusiastic pocket 
billiard fans at the Takeda Fair
hall during t!!e. tourllament dates; 
also notice the picture of the 
champion and the runner-up, Danny 
Gartner , and pictures of the other 
stars, and how they finished in the 
All-Atound Tournament. 

Yesterday I r eceived a postal 
card from my good friend Danny 

ALL MAHOGANY WITH WALNUT RAILS 

'FOR SALE 
BRU'NSWICK 5 • ·10 REGENT 

CHROME 'TABLE 

In Good Shape And Priced At 

A Reaso"able 

$'700.00 
BILLIARD NElNS 

1035 CHESTNUT ST. PHILA., PA • . 19107 

Gartner. He was in Paris, France, 
and said he was ,haVing a ball . 
He also said he would stop in 
Philadelphia to see me and fill 
me in on details of his trip. 

Nobuyuki Moriguchi 
Won the amature champion in 
1954. Veteran player with 30 
y ears' career , has finished up 
near the top in any major tourna
ments in the past. The chief 
manager of the professional , 
member. 
1st Class 
Lives in Osaka City 

Shuji Noyama 
Technica l skilled player for the 
position play, who won the Japan 
Open in 1965. 
1st Class 
Lives in Kyoto City 

Tetsuo Kagimura 
One of the dark horse in every 
big tournaments, placed 3rd in 
the 14 -1 di Vision and 6th in the 
Rotation of last year com
petition. 
1st Class 

exciting player with the 
fighting spirit, won the Japan 
Open in 1967 and finished 2nd 
in the Rotation division of last 
year championship. 
2nd C lass (in 1968) 
Lives in Kyoto cCity 

lilting cue company inc. 
-Custom cues and repai rs 

871W. ,~eltline Hwy. 
Madison Wise. 1-608-271- 5155 , i 

, 

l/ 
about it 

]liking is where it's at! 

" - 'to. . • . • . ~l • I' ~ ' ., ~ -J . ',' ~.$ .,. • ,.- , .... ' ...... , .. """)'''''''''',\',', .. ".",~.,.t,'J"." .. ",.I.' •• ,l;"!"""'''''' ' 'iI.''' ''' •• 
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IV }~ , 

International Ore~ 
The 3rd Japan }ro fock et ~illiard Championship Tournament 

~: aeda 
-r- Kagi mura 

-- Maeda 

, -.. 
NOVEM BER 1970 

Ninner Kazuo fuji ma . 
Hunnerup- Dan Gartner 

--, 
;- Ii.agimura 

r- Suga 
-r_-_ Sakuramo to -

Suga ] Namie - -, 
. _ -1- , Sakuramo to 

~- Saklolramoto 
-- Namie 

-..., .,;S l~amie 
', , .fujima 

-r- Suga 

.... - Ohta I 
I -- Noyama 
-- Kagi mura -L_ 

-- Noyam,. 
Noyama 

Suga 

Pujima _J Suga 

1- Namie 
--Gartner - I 

-- Gartner 

-~ 
I 

Kaeimura 
Bye 

-- Fujima 
-I iujiraa 

:"- ' Bye 
I 

-- . I noue 
-I 

iianatani 
- Hanatani _J , 

I 

l 'r-Inoue \ _-
Inoue [

- Inoue 
_[ -_ Inoue 

Sye 

i_ Gartner - -

- l'l aml.e -
- - l>\o riguch i 

-[ Cartner --, 
1- Gartne r 

_J 

J ' 
-- Nami e Bye 

- Gartner -

Horie -[ Hori~ 

Chta 

--, 
:- tJhta --, 

ilanatani -c: rlorie 
Hanatani l',origuchi 

- Ohta 
i 

Bye 
llye 

PRINCESS Continued from Page 1 

'Channel ' 7, Kawadacho Shinjuku
Ku, Tokyo, Japan, for promoting 
the sport of billiards through the 
Japane,se empire. 

Please note the picture of the 
Little Princess being interviewed 
by Jiro Yagi one of the station 
monitors while Champion Billiard 
Player of Japan, Kazuo Fujima, 
looks on. Also another lovely cue , 
be lIe, Miss Koko, listening in to the 
interview. 

Also note the Little Princess 
demonstrating ' her cue art to Mr. 

Jiro Yagi and Kazuo Fujima. In the Bill i a r d Room Owners 
the group pictures the Little Assocaition of Japan, and the last 
Princess is posing with some of person is Takamasa Kato, Secre-
the billiard dignitaries and billiard tary Manager of the Professional 
buffs,- left to right is Masaru Players Members Association of 
Hanatani, professional player of Japan. 
pocket billiards; next is the Little Jean TI The LIttle Princess" 
Princess Jean Balukas; next'Kazuo Balukas was really at her best 
FUjima, Champion of Japan; then while giving here exhibition t r th 
comes Kikuzo Horie, President of Japanese network She's a 0 ~ 
the Billiard Room Owners ' cue star and she i~ impr~vingg:::h 
Association of Kyoto; The next is exhibition. 
Sakutaro Nakajima, President of 

· i··~··,·············································· .......... = • • 
I THEULITTLE WONDER" I 
• • 
f POYNTER'S CUE TI A -I 
• • = WEIGHS 14 GRAINS -FITS IN YOUR POCKET. : i PUTS A PERFECT SHAPED TIP ON YOUR CUE : 
= IN 12 TO 15 SECONDS. DURABLE TUFF STY· -I -
I RENE PLASTIC MAKES IT A WINNER. = • • 
1 ACTUAL PHOTOS i • • · '. 

,- l',origuchi 
_J 

i MAKES i PRINCESS GETS SET FOR SHOT 

• • 

• i.
E WON·DERFUL::5 

3-Cushion Championships To Be 
. -Held In Holland, March 18-21 

The Billiard Federation of the 
United States announces that the 

i " ( -,H- ,R 1ST,.. M A-S ,: 26th World ,Championship Three • • i Cushion Tournam'ent w1ll be held 
• : in Groningue, Holland, March 18-
• • 21,1971. ' 
: : . The Union Mondiale de Billiard, · G.' the governing body of , world : , . 1FT .! : billiards, has designa~ Holland • >. as the host of this year's world 
• • championship and has assured that 'I" : Raymond Ceulemans, present and 
• • ' eight consecutive time' World 

: ORD.ER ONE o'r MORE ' ' I ·Champion,Willbepresenttodetend 
• . • his title against the champions of 
: TO' D AY • Eur0{M!, ASia, Atrlca,SouthAmer-
• : lca and North America. 
• W lITE S DE '. Sectional tournaments are now 
: BEFORE U II (T .: being organIzed throughout the 
• AFTER _. United StatestodeterminewhoWili 
: SHAPING -SHAPING : compete in t~eB.F.U.S.~.National 
• • Championship. San FranCiSCO, 
: NAME - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - •• - - _. California; Los Angeles, Chicago, 
• ADDRESS _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ : Illinois, Lansing, MIchigan; and 
• • Decatur, Illinois, thus far have 
: CITY - .-- - - - - - - - - - - - STATE - - - - - . : been deSignated the host cities for 
• ZIP _ _ _ _ _ _ _ • the sectional tournaments. Sec-
: • tiona 1 winners and runners-upwill 
• PLUS 15c I compete in the Fourth National 
• • Championship which will probably 
: POYNTER ENTERPRISES, INC. : be held in CaUfornia, in February, 
• BOX 13209 CRESTHAVEN STA • 1971. The National Champion, and 
: CHARGF : possibly the runner-up w1ll com-
• SANANTONIO, TEXAS 7~213 • pete in the World Championship 
••• ' M •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Tournament. 

The 25th World Championship, 
the first in the U.S.A., held-at 'the 
Hotel Sahara i.o Las Vegas, Nevada 
was 'very well received. The 
caliber of play was of the ' very 
highest . Raymond Ceulem anS again 
won, With an average of 1.J65. he 
has a Grand Average of 1.254 
billiards per inning while WinniDg 
the past eight consecutive World 
Championships. Ceulemans' - high 
single tournament average of 1.538 
for the 1968 European Champion
Ship and high sIngle game of 60 

.points in 24 Innings In the 1966 
~ World ChampionshIp In Lima, Peru 
surpass the records ot past world 
greats including Willie HopPe, Jake 
Schaeffer and Welker Cochrane. 

With the support of all of us who 
love billiards the United States is 
regaining international status and 
hopefully eminence agaIn in the 
near future. 

Anyone wanting further informa. 
tion or wanting to compete in or 
host a sectional tournament should 
contact the B.F. U.S.A. at their 
earliest convenience. 

J 

EVERYONE 
READS THE 

BILLIARD NEWS 
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Moscont: 
A -Livinl{ Le1{~nd 

My youngest son, Mike, is five 
years old and like it or not, he's 
going to a Red Wing hockey' game 
next season. 

He'll probably like the popcorn 
' all right and he'll probably be 
fascinated and hold on tight when 
they put the Ughts out and play the 
National Anthem. 

He probably won't make it past 
the first period without getting the 
fidgets, but as I say, he's going 
and I hope some day he'll rem
ember )t and get a warm feeling 
about it. 

I want him to be able to say 
he saw Gordie Howe play, even 
if he won't be able to remember 
too much about it except perhaps 
a vague impression of some red 
shirts and that" sheet of white ice. 

You see, I never saw Babe Ruth 
play and this has always grieved 
me and I don't want Mike to say 
the same thing about Howe. 

After all, how many legends .•• 
I mean real legends •.• do you ever 
get to see in a lifetime.? 

How many are there around 
today? A half dozen maybe. It 
seems like all the legends lived 
in other times, the Dempseys and 
Ruths and Bobby Joneses. 

You can certainly put Gordie 
Howe in this category, and Ted 
Williams, Mickey Mantle and 
Willie Mays, too, and if you're 
talking about the greatest running 
back in the history of pro football 
you've got to list either Jimmy 
Brown or Gale Sayers. 

Pancho Gonzales has got to be 
somewhere on the tennis list, may
be at the top, and I can still kick 
myself for not going out to see him 
woon he pl~yed at Olympia Stadium 
last winter. 

Can't Change an 1m age 
Well, now we've got another 

master in our midst and he has 
been as dominant in his profession 
as any of these other men have 
been in their professions. I mean 
Willie Mosconi, the billiards 
champion, and before going any 
further, we ought to talk about the 
pool hall image of this sport. 

The promoters have tried to 
break down this image in recent 
years with these carpeted, wood
paneled billiard lounges •.• they 
don't even call them pool parlors 
anymore ••• but the image of the 
smoky, smelly ' pool halls still 
exist and this is unfortunate. ' 

It is unfortunate because many 
of these lounges arewelloperated, 

SPECIAL TO MY READERS 

Willie Mosconi 
Haddon Heights IN. J. 

-"Hall of Fame Inductee" 
and pool, billiards or whatever you 
want to call it is . fun to play. 

The trouble is, they've opened 
these places to the family, to the 
Wives, mothers and daughters, but 
billiards is not like, say" bowling, 
where it doesn't take much to 
enjoy yourself. Almost anyone can 
roll a ball' down an aUey and get 
a kick when some pins go down. 

But it's not so easy cutting that 
eight baU into the side pocket. The 
game is too tough for the female 
species, and sci the billiard lounges 
are still largely populated by 
males. 

Mosconi, of course, is a good 
as anyone who ever picked up a 
cue. He is 57 now and he's retired 
but he plays occasional eXhibitions, 
such as the ones he has bei:!n 
playing ' around here for the past 

MACON-GANDY 
VALLEY 
BRUNSWICK 
VICTOR 

week, and just watching him per
form In practice Is ~ awesome , 
Sight. 

When he was younger and winning 
the World Championship 15 times, 
he would get so wound up in the 
competition that he'd otten lose 
as much as eight po'Wds in.a...~ingle 
match and chew his tongue until 
the blood ran. 

He once ran 526 balls in a row 
and this stands with Ruth's 714 
homers' Joe D.' s 56 straight game 
hitting streak, Wilt's 100 points 
and Sam Snead's 59. And Mosconi 
didn't miss in his amazing string. 
He just put the cue down from ex
haustion. 

Willie no Showboat 
I saw him play the other night 

and I can tell you that Willie 
Mosconi is a nice man. He went 
up against a 19-year old boy n'amed 
Rod PembertO'n, who was the 
runnerup in the room championship 
at the CushiO'n 'N' Cue Lounge in 
Allen Park. 

,Mosconi could have run over the 
lad, perhaps 150-0, but he gave 
him a chance to' perform befO're 
his O'wn fans, and the thing is Willie 
didn't do it in a condescending way. 

He let the bO'y have several open
ings, to run as many balls as he 
COUld, and then he'd run O'ff -:to or 
50 balls at a crack to let the viewers 
see some O'f his skills. 

The man is utterly fantastic. 
He made all the prO'per faces and 
all the proper noises as he lined 
up his shO'ts, but later he admitted 
that there isn't a shot on the'board 
he hasn't seen. • • O'r made. 

The scO're was something like 
150 to 20 and the impressi ve thing 
is that MascO'ni hadn't touched a 
~ne since last May. He grinned: 
"We've gO't a table down in O'ur 
basement but my wife uses it to' 
put the laundry 0:1.--

I remember watching Mosconi 
in a television match and after he'd 
run in something like 125 balls in a 
row, somebody remarked: "What's 
sO' tO'ugh about that?" 

The same thing happened the 

NOVEMBER t!nO . . 

night I saw him in Allen ,Piu-k. As Moscont grInned. , 
he was rapping Inone'ballaftilr an- So, he's going to be with us just 
other, a guy next to me lil the crowd, '-.four , more , days and at .the risk 
muttered: "Big deal ••• he '-hasn't ,soundingcommerciaI, it's worth 
had a tough shot yet;" , the effort to see him perform. 

True ••• but whO did he suppose He'll be at Rack "0" Balls in 
was making all of these shots "easy' Dearborn Heights Tuesday, qtica, 
ones"? It was a sIght to behold just Wednesday and then ou state atthe 
watching this man set up his cue Coca Club in Adrian Thursday and 
ball for the break shot. Cue & CushioninCharlotteFriday. 

He was thinking ahead four, five 
and six ball- sometimes as many Reprinted from Detroit Free P~.ess 
'as nine or 10. "Whatever it takes," Tuesday, Sept. 29, 1970. 

. DANNY McGROOTY DIES 
WAS WEST : tOAST CHAMP 
Daniel" Danny" McGoorty, Pa

cific Coast billiard champion and 
twice a cO'ntender fO'r the world 
title, died NO'vember 1 in Seattle 
after a lingering illness. He was 
69. 

McGoO'rty was the last active 
three - cushion billiard player 
whO'se career dated from the 
sport's "Golden Age," when 
championship play was dO'minated 
by Willie Hoppe, Welker Cochran, 
and Jake S'chaefer. He wO'n the 
Junior Am ateur tO'urnam ent in C hi
cago in 1923, the NO'rthern Cali
fornia professional tournament in 
1934, and the Pacific CO'astChamp
ionship in 1948. In 1949 he finished 
second in the national tournament 
in ChicagO', wO'n by Joe Chamaco 
of MeXiCO, and finished fourth in 
the wO'rld tournament won by Willie 
Hoppe. In 1963 he won the Western 
States title, defeating Joe Procita 
and George Pentaris. 

His last public appearance was 
in San Francisco in 1968, when he 
defeated Juan Navarra, champion 
of South America, 75- 51 in 75 
innings. 

,l1cGOORTY 

McGoorty is thO'ught to be the 
O'nly three-cushion player to have /f j$U 
engaged in matches against Leon /{ , J ~.Pk"" , 
Magnus, who won the first recO'rded r-../1, II h7M

J
d I'.,P)JD' /y'/J~" .. ~_ ~ 

tournament in this form of billiards .... './0 r,'" _ 1// '" 
in 1878, and Raymo~d Ceule~an_s " ~ . 

Continued on. Page 12 ~~--

MAIN OFFICE: 3297 TWELVE MILE RD., 
BERKLEY, MICH. 48072 PHONE 545-7222 

MURREY 
STYLECRAFT 

Servicing greater Detroit and Michigan 

Commercial and Home Billiard Tables 

Professional Equipment for Home Use 

J,S. 'SALES 

NATIONAL TOURNAMENT 
J.P, STEVENS Co, 
CHAS. W. HOUSE 

F.W. MAL 
SIMONIS 
TWEETEN 
BMC-CUES 

HOME OF BILUARD RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT, INC. 
AND PUHKA PRODUCTS, INC. 

Recently I have been asked to sell 
what I would call an antique table. It 
is a Brunswich 5 x 10 Carom Table' 
or Three Cushion Table. The model 
of this table is the Regent, and it 
was built in 1923. It is sim ilar to the 
Regina in structure. The wood 
fume is mahogany and the rails 
are in exception condition, the 

Q-MASTER extendsgrateful appreciation to the game of Billiards for our 

past success, To the future participation in promotion of the Honorable 

Sport of Billiards we pledge our complete support. 

dy is in god condition, and the 
bottom of the legs are in poor con
dition but still restorable~ .The 
sla tes are 11/2" thick andlJlgood 
shape. T he owner of this table .is 
asking $100.00. Please see the Ad 
The dam age done to the legs, fr~~ 
our knowledge, was by the cleaning 
proces~ used in the billiard rooms ' 
where they have scrubbing' 
maChines, .etc~. and they ' had 
knocked the wood as they went by 
and slopped the water up when the 
floors were being mopped. But this 
table could be restored to its 
original appearance by any good 
wood worker or cabinet maker. By 
the Ad you w1ll notice we have 
specifications of the Regina table 

- and the specifications of the Regina 
lnd the Regent tables are the same. 

See Ad Page 8' 

3 - CUSHION BILLIARD PLAYERS 

THE AMERICAN BILLIARD ASSOCIATION 

187 THREE-CUSHION PLAYERS AND BILLIARD ROOM OWNERS 

lNVITES YOU TO JOIN $5.00 PERYEAR - SUPPDRT BILLIARDS 

SIGNED.: BOB STRANGE - RA 'y ABRAMS - MERYL SMITH, BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

. . .. ~ ................. '" - ... .. 

12 TOURNAMENTS EACH YEAR FOR THE LAST 2 YEARS--' 

POOL AND BI LLiARD SHOWPLACE 
OF THE MIDWEST 

/ 
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SCENES FROM MURPHY LEAGUE ACTION 
SPECIAL TO OUR READERS: 

We would like to tell you abou 
the Murphy Leagues that can hi 
used in the Billiar r' Lounges. alsl 
in the ~i1liard Rooms - in fact, 
the Murphy .Leagues can be used by 
all in Billiards. It is great for thE 
neighborhood friendly family 
tavern; also great for the Church 
Leagues. for the recreation room: 
in the fam ily homes. There are four 
million pool tables in the homes 
in the fifty states. 

The Murphy Leagues have been 
tested and proved by Mr. Jim 
Myers, 10509 Lester Street. Silver 
Springs, Maryland. 20902. who has 
spent many months detailing and 
preparing the set-up of the for
mat for the Murphy Leagues. Mr. 

Myers is a ' form er owner of a b1ll
iare' family lounge. a billiard 
s upply dealer. and a very good 
billiard instructor. 

Mr. Myers showed me a letter 
from his files from one of the best 
billiar players who ever played 
any place in the wor Id. the late Mr. 
Willie Hoppe. He (Mr. Hoppe) con
gratulated Mr. Myers for his won
derful upgrading of billiards it 
give me pleasure to come back 
and play for you again ," 

We will have more in the next 
months' issues concerriing the 
Murphy Leagues. For complete 
details send a self-addressed 
stamped envelope to Mr. Myers at 
the address given. Read our next 
month's issue for further informa
tion. See ad on page #7. 

Snooker Results From B.C. Tourney 
Thorbur n B.C.'s snooker champ 

Cliff Thorburn of Victoria made 
r uns of 55. 49, 48 and 41 balls 
Sunday and defeated Vancouver's 
Ron Moen 11- 3 in games to capture 
the B.C. professional snooker 
ch a m p io nsh i p at Ferguson 
Billiar ds . 

Thor burn broke 100 in his 
quar ter- fi na l match and made a 
run of 68 points in defeating Gor
don Tekatch or Vancouver. 5-2 in 
games . 

C tiff Thorburn defeated Ron 
Moens 11 games to three to win 
the B.C. Professional Snooker 
title. 

The finals were divided into two 
series of matches. the first in the 
afternoon at Pender Billiards and 
the second Sunday evening at 
Ferguson Billiards. 

Thurburn won the first series, 

six games to one with runs of 55. 
48 and 41. 

He took the second series five 
games to two, with a high run of 
49. 

Play for the title was based on 
the first man to win 11 games out 
of 21. 

SNOOKER, GAME OF UPSETS 

Several upsets occurred Thurs
day night in the B.C. snooker 
championships played at Pender 
Billiards. 

Darrell McClelland edged top 
seeded Bill Werbeniuk 4-3. and 
Gerry Kapchinskiupset top rated 
Eric Connelly 4-2. in their best
of seven match. 

Moen and Tekatch. 
In other matc hes, Doug Dafoe r an ' 

a break of 61 in defeating Pen 
Gislason 4-0. Doug Perry lost to 
J ohn Hummel 4-3. Cliff Thorburn 
defeated Ed Morr ison 4-0 and Ray 
Walz beat Jim Tartaghai 4- 3. Play 
continues today at Pender 
Billiards. 

Sixteen professional snooker 
players. including Bill Werbeniuk, 
will seek the B.C. championship 
starting tonight ' at two Vancouver 
billard rooms. 

A native of. Winnipeg.Werbeniuk 
is one of four players seeded for the 
championships. He is rated among 
the best in Canada having placed 
third a g a ins t international 
competition in Toronto recently. 

Others seeded for the three
day event are Cliff ThOrburn of 
Victoria and Vancouver competi
tors J om tdllburn_ and.. Er.1c.. 

THE FABULOUS LEAGUE 
MURPHY GAME, FUN. 

GET YOUR COpy OF 
GAME RULES 

Maryland Billiard 
Supply, Inc. 

AND REGULATIONS 
FOR THIS GREAT 

GAME NOW!!! 

CONTACT 

JIM MYERS 
105-109 LESTER ST. 

SILYER SPRINGS, MD. 20902 
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Attends Elks Club 
3-Cushion 
Tournament 
Dear Mr. Newby 

We have just returned from a 
most enjoyable and almost un
believable trip into the small rural 
com munity of Medford and Ashland 
Oregon located in the south central 

' part of Oregon. The local Elks 
Cllibs sponsored their 7th annual 
3 cllshion billiard' tournament. 'fop 

' players swarmed into these towns , 
trom all directions. They came 
from as far East as Denver, Irom , 
Long Beach and Los Angeles in the 
South and Tacoma WaShington in 
the North. In all , there were , 24 
three men teams divided into a ten , 

' team "A" bracket, who played a : 
complete round robin, also into 2 
seven team" W' brackets, who also 
played complete round robins, with 
the top two teams from each play
ing in the finals for the top" B" 
positions. Besides this there were 
a dozen old timers over 65 who 
played a double elimination 
tourney. And to top this off there 
was ' a field of 40 very fine con
testants in a single elimination 
singles tourney. This schedule 
of matches, with a total of 90 in
dividual players, was played insix 
days and nights beginning on Oct. 
6 thru Oct. 11. All matches were 
30 points scratch. 

Ro, Gald, 10 Gi,e Awa, Gald, 
8ig "G" 01 1e'e,i5;01 

Dear Earl: 
We have a ••• 

••••. NEW FLASH •.••• 
Complete arrangements ' hav,e 

been made for our participation in 
the nighttime, Saturday, ABC Pro
gram 

"LET'S MAK'E A DEAL" 
We have Signed up for a six 

months contract for this weekly 
program. Full exposure of the 
Gandy Big "G" w1ll be given as 
the prize is awarded. 

We are elated over this wonder
ful publiCity and hope that you and, 
all our friends w1ll be watching. 
, Let's Make a Deal is shown in 
all 50 ' states and w1ll give us a 
Wide range of coverage. 

I w1ll be talking with you about 
the exact time we will begin our 
participation in this program so 
that you will not miss the show. 

Sincerely yours, 
MACON BILLIARD SUPPLY CO. 

OBITUARIES 
McGROOTY 

with oqtstanding control of position 
and speed. ' 

McGoorty spent most of his early 
years in Chicago, settling in San 

,l<"rancisco in 19ai. 
~e is survived by his wife Lillian 

of Seattle. _ , 
The funeral is scheduled -for 

November 4 at the Washington 
Memorial Park Chapel in Seattle. 

Dear Earl: 
We are enclosing a rough layout 

of Ad we were discussing over the 
telephone. 

Please have your layoutmanuse 
his magic tough and make us 'a 
wonderful Ad up. -

Your Billiard News has helped 
us tremendous as we have had' 
terrific response from same •• ' 
•• even as far away as Tokoyo, 
Japan. 

My best regard to you. 
Sincerely yours, 
MACON BILLIARD SUPPLY CO. 

Continued from Page 10 Roy Gandy, PreSident 

of Belgium, the current world title-
holder. DI ES I N CANADA 

Always an impeccable dresser, 
McGoorty was a colorful conver
sationalist, known throughout the 
country for his ' endless store of 
anecodes about great players of 
the past and his own career as a 
pool hustler and billiard tourn
ament player. Three-cushion ex-

'perts rated McGoorty as an ex
ceptionally tough defetlsive olaver 

We received a telephone call from a 
friend of Johnny Rommelli from 
Toronto, Canada saying ~at George 
Chenier, passed awllt'f November 15th 
to all are readers Chenier was the 
"snooker" champion of North Amer
ica, having held the title for a number 
of years. We will have a story on 
Chenier in the December 70 issue. JOE RUSSO In my memory I.have never ROY GANDY 

, heard of a 3 cushion tournament ,,~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ' that comes near to the magnitude. 
of this one ever being held in the 
U.S. Anyone fortunate enought to 
parttcipate or witness this tourna
ment would have to conclude that 3 
cushion Billiards is' far from dead. 

Jack Josephson. Vaughn Biggs 
and Frank--Howard, representing 
Portland, won the " A" division 
Championship with an enviable 25 
wins and 2 losses. These boys are 
really tough competition. Astoria 
Oregop won the "B" division 
Championship. Blythe Adams, 
popular cue star from San Raphael, 
California, won the Seniors 
Tourney ' and also defeated AI , 
Norstad 30 to 28 to win the singles 
tOHrney. Roman Yanez, from Los , 
Angeles, won high run honors in the 
"B" Division with an impressive 
10 run while Al Norstad won high 
run honors in the" A" Bracket with 
an 11 run. 

This tourney was enjoyable, as 
stated before, because of the most 
gracious hospitality ofthe Officers 
and members of these fine Elks 
Lodges, the high caliber of games 
and the fine sportsmanship of all 
players. It was also unbelievable 
because, who would expect to find 
90 3 cushion players congregate in 
this area. Who, also, would expect 
Medford to have 6 and Ashland to 
have 4 fine tables all tables with 
new rubber, new super Roulant 
cloth. All ten tables were in top 
condition. , Super Aramith balls ' 
were used on all tables. Beautiful 
eqUipment, top caliber players, 
great sportsmanship and superb 
hospitalitya are a combination im
possible to beat in any sport. 

Sincerely yours 

Al Norstad 

P .S. I read with great interest 
the article in the September issue 
o 

IT',S HER,E- OUR NEW 

MISS AMERICA 
GanCly's 

* Professional Rubber cushions 
* Mar & Burn resistant rails 

of Billiard News on, recent 
A.B.A. Tourney sponsored by Mr. 
Ray Abrams. It has been my 
pleasure to know many of the fine 
players who participated in that 
event and must conclude that Jose 
Campos must be a very fine young ' 
player to win over such an 
illustrious field. Keep those 
tournaments coming and con
tinue to develope theose young 
players. 

A Luxurious piece of furniture designed especial
ly for homes. This complete table is made from 
solid hand finished Philippine Mahogany. 

* Playing Area 46" x 92" 
* Genuine 3-piece 1" registered slate 

For free brochure and prices, write your nearest 
dealer or contact us directly. 

IN HOSPITAL 
Mr. Lawton Livington in hospital:\ 
room no. 572 Mercy Hospital 1400- ' 
1430 Locust Pittsburgh, Pa. 15219. 
The staff of The National Billiard 

CD 
~ For free brochure and p~ices, write _your 

'nearest dealer or contact us directly. 

News, with Mr. Livington a speedy 'Jltiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 
recowty. 
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