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NAIL DOWN LAST QUALIFYING SPOTS 

"Co 
By LARRY MILLER 

Lansing, MI - For Earl 
Walker and Shirley Cloyd, Lan
sing, Michigan was "Last 
Chance City" over the July 4th 
weekend. The were among the 
40 women and men players 
who descended on Joe Farhat's 
Velvet Rail Billiards to com
pete in the Capital City Open, 
the last U.S . Open Qualifying 
Tournament of the season. 

But it just wasn't their time 
this time , as Earl was 
eliminated early in the com
pe i ion by i ancy Walker and 

~3,--.w· ....... ·Sebeuwimer, and 
Shirley was dropped from the 
field by Henry Domzalski, Jr. 
and Tom Spencer. 

The two people who did 
capitalize on the Capital City 
tourney were Gail Breedlove 
and Tom Spencer. 

Gail advanced to the win
ner 's side of the double 
elimination chart by defeating 
Carla Johnson, 75-67, Vicki 
(Roesch) Frechen, 75-55, and 
Nancy Warren, 75-56. Warren 
then met Frechen on the 
loser's side to determine who 
would play Gail for the title . 

Nancy eliminated Vicki from 
the tournament, 75-43, and at 
10:00 p.m. on Saturday she and 
Gail squared off for the 
remaining women's Open slot. 

The game was a nail biter as 
Gail took an early lead and 
held on until the stretch, when 
Nancy stepped up trailing 68-62 
and ran 13 and out. 

But, as the name implies, 
you have to be beaten twice to 
be eliminated, and both women 
had but one loss apiece. 

So, with a fifteen minute 
rest , the gals returned to the 

. table to play the final game for 
all the cheese. 

This time it was no contest as 
Gail clobbered Nancy, 75-37. 

To the victor (who was Gail) 
went the spoils (which were a 
check for $125 and the U.S. 
Open entry) . Nancy wound up 
as runner-up, earning $75 and 
the $25 Hi Run award for her 14 
earlier in the meet. 

Vicki Roesch Frechen 
finished 3rd for $50 and Carla 
Johnson 'netted $35 for 4th. In 
5th and 6th spots were Linda 
Scheuwimer and Toren Twaite, 
and 7th and 8th were taken py 

e eer ee 
• it DID I s 

All smiles after a gruelling tournament, Tom poses with his 
parents, Pete and June Spencer, and friend Toren Twaite. -
Photo by Conrad Burkman. 

Left to Right. .. June Meisener, Score keeper, Gail Breedlove 
(winner), Joe Farhat in the back, Nancy Warren (runner-up) and 
Madelyn Whitlow, Referee. You don't have to read the caption to 
know who the winner is. 

I Walker and Kathy Ruck
man. 

Meanwhile, over on the 
men's side, strange things . 
were happening. 

Jim Mataya was dumped in 
two . games, losing to Walter 
Schmidt, 125-53, and Alton 
\\'hitlow, 125-63. Rich Riggie 
lasted only one more game 
than Mataya, losing to Henry 
Domzalski, Jr. , 125-82, beating 
E. Lopez, Jr. , 125-59, then 
losing to Danny DiLiberto, 
125-46. 

Danny, who lost his opening 
game to Tom Spencer, 125-110, 
told us how poorly he was hit
ting them, then proceeded to 
run a 66, 104 and out, and a 55 in 
his next three games before 
running smack into Spencer 
again and coming up short, 
125-79. 

Amidst all this Henry Dom
zalski, Sr., emerged on the win
ner 's side of the field . Hank slid 

. by Alton Whitlow, 125~ 102, and 
Walter Schmidt, 125-120, then 
defeated John Dansereau 
(score unknown) , Bill Stigall, 
125-108, and Willie Munson, 
125-92, to occupy the cat-bird 
seat. 

Out of the loser's bracket to 
meet Hank in the finals came 
Tom Spencer. Tom started out 
by edging Danny DiLiberto 
125-110; then lost a tough one to 
Mike Maryo, 125-117, as Maryo 
left Spencer in the chair with a 
38 and out. 

Dropped to the bottom of the 
chart, Toni had to wade 
through seven games to get a 
shot at Domzalski, which is a 
lot of pool. However, wade he 
did as he defeated Shirley 
Cloyd, 12~, Jaffar Basheer, 
125-84, Paul Brienza, 125-86, 
DiLiberto (again) , 125-79, 
Mark Bielfuss, 125-91, Bill 
Stigall, 125-38 (88 and out), and 
Willie Munson, 125-50. 

Sunday evening ' found 
Farhat's Velvet Rail packed 
with spectators, eagerly 
awaiting the championship 
game. As 6 o'clock rolled 
around, Joe welcomed the 
crowd , made a few 
preliminary comments, in

,troduced the players, and the 
game got underway. 

Spencer, going strong after 
(Continued on Page 20) 
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Puhka Invites You 

To 

Stop By 

And Say Hi 

At Our Booth 

At The Open 

By BOB MULLEN 

Scarborough, Me. - Rich 
Riggie will remember the 
Maine, Guy Little 's section of 
Down East, Qualifier and just 
missing the boat. Rich is one of 
pocket billiard's best and has 
had a run of bad rolls since the 
start of the qualifier tour
naments . 

GUEST 
E.,TOR,AI 

By D. SILVA FAHKS 

Do you want to know how. to really rile up our women 
players? 

Raise the prize fund at the U.S. Open for the men, while 
leaving the women's at the same level as last year . In theory, that 
should be just like clubbing a beehive with a baseball bat. 

Yet the BCA did just that for the 1975 U.S. Open. Now -
should the BCA Wheels run for cover, or wilLthe hive they hassled 
turn out to be full of stingless queens who'll take it laying down? 

Only time will tell (since I'm sure the BCA won't ). But I 
suspect the reaction will be pretty muted and restrained, 
although certainly not oozing sweet and honey about it. 

Pat Fleming, the winner of _ Why so calm and cool? Well , see if you agree with a few of my 
the contest, pocketed 900 balls, reasons for thinking it 'll be that way. 
won 6 games, and lost none. 1) The nature of the beast (pardon the expression) . 
Rich Riggie, the 2nd place A top woman pocket billiard player today is not generally in-
finisher , pocketed 1033 balls clined to cause a stink. She is a lady first, a player second. It 
with runs of 92 and 94 the first would be out of character to raise hell about such an issue, unless 
two days but lost 2 games and gross injustices were being perpetrated. 
Lawrence Johnson, the short 2) Small numbers and lack of group unity. 
one from the Back Bay area in There simply aren 't that many top women players . I can 
Massachusetts, pocketed 989 name about two dozen, and from there on it gets difficult. On top 
but lost 2 while winning 5. of that, they are very widely dispersed throughout the country 
'Shorty' wound up in third geographically, making each one a tiny voice, doubtless feeling 
place. pretty much small and alone. 

3) The pool-nut syndrome. 
Family Billiards of Scar- As with many men, virtually all the women players are 

borough, Maine presented the Genuine Pool Nuts ; they 'd play even if purses never went up . It's 
winner with a little cash and an a love affair, a hobby of passion, a chance at combat. The prize 
entry into the U.S. Open. The money is almost secondary to those that are pool nuts. 
tourney only paid three places 4) Reason and common sense. 
but the enthusiasm was at an The gals are smart enough, and sensible enough to realize · 
all time high. that things aren't really all that bad as it is. More would be nice, 

of ~ourse , but it takes time. 
Other players involved in This year saw a host of women's tournaments all across the 

this next to last of the Open country, with more being of Major Classification than ever 
qualifiers were Pierre Morin of before. Yet from all reports I've heard, none of them had a suc
Quebec , Canada ; Jack cessful draw at the gate. Without that, pt:omoters can go only so 
LaSavage of Fairless, Pa.; far . 
Scott Graves of Tolland, Conn. ; The BCA has subsidized women's play all along. as it should. 
Alan Scanlon of st. Albans, Vt. ; But at the same time, the women realize that a purse of ,,"!Jt~~-.J 
James Burke of Weehawken, of what twice as many men get isn't all that terrible, 
N . J .; Jim and Nor m their own (without the men to carry them) they probably couldn't 
Pomerleau of Augusta, Maine. come close to the present Open purse of $10,000.00. 
Ray Guilbeault of Windsor, But that might well be changing. I think that the game of 
Conn. came in 4th tied with Jim women's pocket billiards is on an upswing. 
Pomerleau of Augusta. Ray And the women deserve it. Promoters are showing more in
beat Jim out by two pocketed terest in running women's qualifiers, and the girls are most of the 
balls but the first three places reason. 
were the only ones receiving Besides being less of a financial gamble (despite the non-
prize money. existent gate) , the girls make it a pleasant experience. 

They're not prima oonnas ; they don't hassle or embarrass 

Guy Little, Jr. writes the Bil- (Continued on Page 23) 
liard News that he has a great ' I~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
many new ieas for the BCA in 
1976. We suggest to Mr. Little 
that he forward his thoughts to 
our co-publisher Ray Abrams, 
who is head of the BCA com
mittee on billiard rooms and 
their participation in billiard 
promotion. Send them to the 

~ Billiard News and we will 
guarantee that someone will 
pay attention . 

TAKE A LOOK AT 
THE WINNING LINE. 

........ -.--------~------------------------. O'Connor 
Joins Mali 
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Fred Mali , President of The 
Henry W. T. Mali & Co., Inc., of 
New York announced that John 
O'Connor has joined their sel
ling organization. 

John O'Connor has an exten
sive background in woolen tex
tiles and is known to people in 
the billiard industry. 

Along with Norm Althoff, 
Rich Marquardt, and John 
Gray, John O'Connor's respon
sibilities will be in sales and 
service on the full range of 
MALI Billiard Fabrics. 

Send for 
this 
FREE 
Full-colo r 
Brochure 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

You can see Viking's I 
all new line of I 
custom-made cues I 
bvsendinQth iscoup)n lo: Add ress I 
. Vik~g Cue Mfg. Inc.- I 

Department BN Ci ty .I 

2710 Syene Road State Zip : 

L _ ~d~~,!,.!.5E..!..3 ______________ _ ____ - - ..J 
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Lane Tops Lone Star Classic 
By RICHARD BLACK & 

PETE DUDLEY 
Houston, Texas - "Texas 

Style" is the way to sum up 
Houston's first U.S. Open 
qualifier. The plush setting of 
The Lone Star Classic, held 
June 27-29 in the grand bal
lroom of the Albert Pick Motor 
Inn, looked more like a movie 
set than a tournament site. 

Thick shag carpet covered 
the playing area where four 
Brunswick gold crown tables 
were lined up end-to-end so 
spectators -had the best pos- , 
sible view, The ballroom chan
deliers and overhead lights 
were dimmed, to candlelight 
strength with two tiffany lamp 
shades over each table. 

Large potted plants were 
placed next to the 
scorekeeper's table that were 
manned with 12 of Houston's 
lovliest ladies. The playing 
area was encircled with stan
tions and velvet rope and the 
spectators enjoyed comfor
table chairs elevated on plat
forms for unobstructed 
viewing. 

The full field of 32 players ac
tually amounted to a Pro-Am 
tournament. Several Houston
area businessmen came out of 
pool shooting retirement to be 
a part of this elegant event. 
Players came from as far as 

I waukee, Chicago, Indiana, 
Missouri , Oklahoma and 
Flor ida to participate. 
Familiar U.S. Open names like 
Willie Munson, Danny DiL
iberto, Marshall Boelter, Jack 
Breit and others gave the Clas
sic a formidable field . 

One of the highlights of the 
tournament was the par
ticipation of "Cue Ball Kelly." 
Kelly, who was recently 
honored by the Billiard 
Congress of America for his 
dedication to the game, not 
only served as head referee, 
but entertained five sessions of 
play with his magical fingers, 
spinning the "rock", through 
his repertoire of trick shots. 
DiLiberto also showed the 
spectators some of his bag of 
tricks. 

Kelly, at age 79, worked 
more matches than any of the 
other 10 referees, including the 
two final matches that lasted 
until 3:30 in the morning. Most 
of the other referees, working 
their first major tournament, 
said Kelly 's total competency 
and dedication was in
spirational. 

Despite the late hour, many 
Houston spectators stayed for 
the finals to watch as Richard 
Lane of Dallas, Texas clinched 
the victory giving him a berth 
in the 1975 U.S. Open. Lane had 
to defeat Tom t:yr ot Urlando, 
Fla. ~o straight matches to 
capture his chance in Chicago. 
Lane took the first game 150-35 
and the second 150-97. 

Lane, the only Dallas entrant 
in the 32-man , double 
elimination tournameI1t, fell to 
Houston's Breit 125-32 in the 
quarter-finals of the un
defeated bracket, but came 

back to eliminate Breit 150-81 
to remain alive. 

The championship went two 
games since Cyr was un
defeated after five matches in 
the three-day affair. Lane, 
whose previous high run in the 
Classic was 50 in the second 
Breit match. had runs of 56 in 
both the third and fifth in
nings against Cyr in theil, first 
game. The second run gave 
Lane an insurmountable 133-3 
lead. 

In the second game, Cyr had 
a 56-ball run in ,the 12th inning 
to take a 66-39 lead and later in
creased his lead to 94-62, Lane, 
however, displayed the con
sistency he showed throughout 
the tournament with runs of 22, 
19, 21 and 16-out to take the 
title, ' 

The victory was especially 
: satisfying for the 27-year-old 

professional. Lane's parents, 
, Mr. & Mrs. Harry C. Lane of 

Houston, who sat through most 
of his nine-match march to the 
championship, were witnes
sing their so.n's professional 
performance for the first time. 

Concerning his win, Lane 
said, "Of course winning the 
tournament was the high point, 
but during one of the early 
matches an interesting thing 

. happened. I was sewed up and 
was going to have to 'safety.' A 
fly was buzzing around the ob
ject ball I was going to safety 

Richard Lane, Dallas, Texas, winner of the 1975 Lone Star 
Classic displays the concentration necessary to win a major bil
liard tournament. - Photo by Eric Redding. 

off of, so the referee volun
teered to brush the flyaway. " 

As he attempted to exorcize 
the beast, the referee acciden
tally hit the cluster of balls, 
sending them rolling. Lane 
said, . " After the referee 
replaced the balls as close to 
their original position as pos
sible, I came back to the table 

and this time found a possible, 
although improbable com
bination. I made the shot and 
continued my run and went on 
to win the match." 

Milwaukee's Willie Munson, 
a four-time participant in the 
U.S. Open, won his first two 
matches before falling to Cyr 
and Chicago's Boelter, another 

pre-tournament favorite. 
Boelter, who has played in the 
U.S. Open the last four years, 
,dropped his opener 125-118 to 
Jim Davis of Austin, Texas. 
Boelter then ran off five 
straight wins before falling to 
Lane 125-78. 

DiLiberto, a second place 
(Continued on Page 16) 

Tom Cyr of Orlando, Florida watches as 1975 Lone Star Classic champion Richard Lane of 
Dallas, Texas makes his second run of 56 balls bl the opening match of the Classic's finals June 
29, 1975 at the Albert Pick Motor Inn in Houston. Lane won the first game 150-35 and the second 
150-97. The scorekeeper is Harriett Casey. - Photo by Eric Redding. 
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There must be a great many good and wonderfully things to 
say about the BCA U.S. Open, and they will be said in other sec
tions of this paper. 

It is true that you can never take the bad shot over unless you 
are playing with yourself. In essence, you can't go back. But the 
BCA has never been away. The billiard industry has not just 
begun to be a multi-million dollar industry, it has been in a stage 
of constant overall profit growth for the past 12 years. The money 
was there, but we had no dentist with novacaine to extract it for 
promotion of the game and its product. 

I do not try to fool myself that I am speaking from a purely 
unselfish viewpoint. I am a dealer , and a player of sorts, and I 
feel that since this is my bat and ball I will try to expound a 
selfish and unselfish viewpoint ... so .. . OPEN LETTER TO W AR
REN KELLY, JACK PHILLIPS AND THE GUY FROM 
FISCHER: 

(Edgar DeMeyres is ill and his place on this elite board will 
be filled by the choice of the Fischer Mfg. Co.) 

If your companies were run in the same manner in which the 
promotional end of billiards is operated, you would be in a hell of 
a mess. As it is , some of the companies in the BCA have had bad 
years in '74-'75. But as far as I know that was on paper. It is 
beyond my reasoning power to understand why the culminating 
event of the billiard game is held in August, in Chicago, and why 
it is not more entertaining and enlightening to the billiard in
dustry and its potential consumer. 

What would be wrong with holding this tournament in an area 
where the game would get the support of the local dealers, bil
liard room proprietors, and many other interested parties? I am 
not suggesting the greater Detroit area because we went through 
that once before. There is a great dealer-proprietor organization 
in Wisconsin. There is a tremendous possibility of cooperative ef
fort in the Philadelphia-New Jersey-New York area with Frank 
Lanza, Pete BaIner and Mike Asch. There are places like this all 
over the country (it could even be done in Chicago with the proper 
ground work ). Think of the possibilities ... 

The culminating billiard event of the year held in the month 
of September or the beginning of October. Not just a straight pool 
tourney but a nine ball , eight ball , and three cushion tournament 
and not just a boring dry tournament but something with pizzazz. 

. A clinic for shooters with star players doing the teaching 
(and getting paid for it). 

A seminar for billiard room proprietors (this is still the back
bone of the game and its industry) . 

And most important, a kick-off of the billiard playing and 
buying season. 

As a dealer I don't want to wait until Nov. 24 before the in
terest is 'at its peak. I want it as soon as possible. The sooner the 
potential consumer is primed the better it is for the manufac
turers. If this event was held in early September it could even be 
a show case for new lines of pool tables and other assorted acces
sories. The possibilities are fantastic . 

This type of billiard bash could even be held regionally if it 
proves to be popular and profitable . The sporting goods show held 
in February is a great conglomeration of hustling salespeople but 
think of the potential of presenting your product to an audience 
made up of 98% vitally interested people , ready to buy. 

There have been few tournaments that are profitable to the 
people running them and the billiard industry has been getting 
away with murder having Asch, Abrams, Farhat, Richard Black, 
Joe Schardt, Bud Lundahl, The Elks a ubs, The American Bil
liard Association, the Billiard Federation of the U.S., Tiff Payne, 
and so many others do their job .. 

It is a phenomenon that Bill Staton's J ack & Jill Club in 
(Continued on Page 14) 
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Bonner Wins '75· B.F . U .5.A. 
By ED COURTNEY 

CALIFORNIA - The 
B.F.U.S.A. concluded its 1975 
National Amateur Tournament 
to find a player to compete in 
the World 's 3-cushion Cham
pionship and the winner was a 
second time winner. 

John Bonner, who won the 
U.S. title in 1973, !lid it again. 
John played superlative bil
liards to defeat Frank "Ray" 
Tajima in the final game in 75 
innings, 50 to 38. . 

The _averages of less than 
.750 do not mean our players 
are that much lower in class 
that the world players who 
maintain a better than .900 
a erage. The writer has seen 
every game in the last 5 
World s tournaments and it is 
his opinion that our players 
sacri fice many billiard points 
to play shot safet . An il
lustration of this was the game 
that Ra y Tajima played 
against Vincente Loranca. 

Ray normally will not shoot a 
shot until a safety leave is ' 
carefully planned out. Vincente 
was scouted as a wide open 
player who makes any shot on 
the table , so t{ay dropped 
safety completely and showed 
his real ability as a shot maker 
by going for every billiard. The 
final score was Tajima 50 to 37 
in 47 innings. 

This is the International style 
of billiard play, going for every 
shot, and Kubo and Ogata of 
Japan once told me it is the 
winning style of billiards. Shot 
safety is still an important part 
of the game but should only be 
used sparingly. 

Frank Torres , the 1974 . 
B.F .U.S.A. champion, finished 
3rd. He had a poor start , losing 
2 of his fi rst 3 games. Frank 
blamed this on lack of tour
nament competition since his 
ptay in the 1974 Championships 
at Antwerp. Belgium. 

John Bonner, left, with the great Ray Ceulemans 

. The tournament produced 4 
runs of 8 in the 28 games 
played. The tournament was 
.639 overall average. 

The winner, John Bonner, 
will represent the U.S.A. at La 

Paz, Bolivia Sept. 22 to 30, 1975 
for the World's championship. 
He receives a 1st class round
trip ai'rfare ticket and 
adequate per diem expenses in 
La P az during the tournament . 
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Byrd~ 

Eye 
View 

By PALMER BYRD 

Associate Editor 
Reprinted from the Apr~1 1974 Billiard News 

For those of you who are aspiring to be proficient at this 
great game of ours, I would like to take this opportunity to give 
you a crash course in what I believe is one of the most important 
aspects of professional play today; the terminology used by the 
game's pros. 

You may think that this knowledge is of minimal con
sequence in being a great player , but if you want to play with the 
greats, you have to be able to communicate with ttiem. Ergo, the 
following could be especially for you . . 

The first thing you must begin to do is start practicing putting 
sort of a W. C. Fields inflexion into your voice . You will find that 
no matter what part of the country you will be playing in, this ac
cent will meet your needs sufficiently, and you will have no com
munication problems with 'any players anywhere. 

Now let 's talk about the sort of equipment you will be using, 
and the technical terms of the game which you would not find in 
any rule book. You will , of course, be needing a table and a cue 
stick, which you can also refer to as your "cue", " pool cue", 
"war club", "weapon", etc. You will also be needing a rack of ob
ject balls, and a cue ball. Now the cue ball has many aliases 
which you will have to master, for instance "Whitey", "Snow", 
"The Rock", or "Your Rock" if you happen to be the shooter. The 
pocket, too, may be referred to as the "drain" , "sewer", "hole", 
or "the drink". These terms are usually used in the case of a 
scratch, where the cue ball "sewers" or "takes a drink". For 
example, "Joe made a good shot, but 'Whitey' took a drink." 

There are several items you will need to have if you want to 
look like a real pro. Be sure you have a case large enough to 
house your cue and a couple of shafts, as well as your personal 
talcum powder, sandpaper, tip shaper, cue cloth, chalk, tip scuf
fer, eyedrops (if you need them), and "smoothie", and maybe 
even a ham sandwich. 

Now you are ready to rack the balls at the foot-spot of the 
table . The balls in such a triangular position on the-table are most 
often referred to as the "stack," " rack", or "pack. " The method 
used to spread them over the table is called "crack", "pop", or 
"crunch", '(not to be confused with a breakfast cereal . .. ). 

Assuming you have at your disposal a mechanical bridge, 
("the rake", "crutch", or sometimes "old lady"), you are ready 
to begin play. If you are having trouble deciding who is going to 
"crack" the "pack" why not try on this line for size: "Do you 
want to flip, lag, or let me?" Translation: We can flip a coin, each 
hit a ball to the foot cushion and see who lands closest to the head 
cushion, or we can eliminate all of those problems if I volunteer 
to break." 

After you've broken the balls apart , it is time to pick out a 
shot, and usually it's the ball that is closest to the pocket. There 
are many ways you can hit this particular object ball. You can 
" jack-up", "drill it in", "pop it in", "gun it in", "spear it in", 
"cut it in", "feather it in", "baby it in", or if you're lucky enough, 
"slop it in" . If the ball is right in front of the pocket, it is called a 
"duck", "hanger", "puppy", or most often "dog". 

Here comes the tricky part. Should you happen to miss a 
"dog" you are a "dog" yourself (also "hot dog" and sometimes 
"hamburger" ), and you are "dogging it. " Now if you "dog" a 
shot that is a fairly important one, and you are under con
siderable pressure to make the shot, you are then a "choke," and 
you are, of course, "choking." The technical differences between 
"dogging" and "choking are minimal, nowever, and these terms 

(Continued on Page 14) 
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Balukas-Titcomb in Wisconsin 

J im Stott, left a.nd George Hughes flank the top three finishers; winner Jean Balukas, right, 
runner-up Gerry TItcomb, center , and 3rd place finisher Madelyn Whitlow. - Photo courtesy 
Cushion & Cue. 

MILWAUKE E, Wis . -
Owner Jim Stott and Manager 
George Hughes spared no ex
pense in promoting the first 
Major Women's Qualifier in 
Wisconsin. 

The girls had the majority of 

their motel expense paid for , 
along with an opening break
fast just prior to the players ' 
meeting. 

During the tournament 
several of George Hughes' 
young men waited hand and 

foot on the gals, picking them 
up at the motel; running er
rands, even running out in the 
rain to unlock and open car 
doors, etc. 

There was even a ' closing 
(Continued on Page 15) 

Velvet Ra'il Billiards 
Presents the 

LA OR 
A B.C.A. sanctioned U.S. Open qualifying tournament 

August 30 thru September 1, 1975 

$115000 IN PRIZEs 
• 

1st = $500 & lntry into 1976 U.S. Open 
2nd'=$250 • 3rd=$125 • 4th=$100 • 5th=$75 • 6th = $50 

• Hi Run = $50 • 

For Entries & Information (;ontact 
Joe F. Farhat's 

VELVET RAIL BILLIARDS 
2004 N. Larch St., Lansing, Michigan 

Phone: (517) 487-3528 

- QUALIFY EARLY FOR 1976 

• Special Rates Available at "The Ramada Inn" ~ 
Just say "Velvet Rail" When You Register 
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Venzke's 
View from 

the 
Bleachers 
By BRUCE VENZKE 

Will the Real Willie Mosconi Please Stand Up? 
I had to rub my eyes and crane my neck for a better look. I 

thought they had an imposter into Milwaukee recently fo r a 
couple of Willie Mosconi exhibitions at the Aqua Spray Billiard 
Supply dealership. . 

Not that he didn't have the same old Moscone stroke ... not 
that he didn't make every shot that came up .. . not that he didn 't 
do the usual virtually errorless trick shot show. That all looked on 
the up and up. 

But could that have been the real Willie Mosconi patiently 
tolerating an errant three-year-old who kept wandering into Wil
lie's way during his trick shots? 

Was that the original Mr. M, after twice announcing that he'd 
give autographs only after the show, with his arm around a young 
man only minutes later, gently and quietly deferring the fan 's ill
timed autograph request? 

Could it have been the same Mosconi we've all come to know, 
bumping his head three times on a far-too-Iow temporary light 
fixture, and simply making a quiet, good-natured and funny 
remark about workman's compensation? 

And could it have been the genuine article, the real Willie, af
ter twice asking the front row standees to back up so he 'd have 
room to shoot, still smiling and joking as he had to ask yet a third 
time? 

Well , it was the one and only Willie , and the Mosconi Mood 
seems now to be Mild and Mellow. And that's the best news I've 
heard in many months. 

You see, Willie Mosconi is the only person in this universe 
that is , or ever has been, My Idol. He's the only man of whom I've 
ever been openly in awe of ; the only man I've ever asked for an 
autograph ; ' the only man for whom I flunked a college cours.e 
wnen 'a mia:.term exam~ cdnflict with a chance to play him. 
(What 's to decide? When you're 18 years old and live in 
Waukesha, Wisconsin, mid-terms are a dime a dozen - a chance 
to play Your Idol comes by:maybe once every 30 years, if at all ! ! ) 

So over the years I often felt compelled to defend Willie 's oc
casional tempestuous tirades and apparent lack of tolerance . And 
I did, with vigor and the kind of blind dedication that only a hero 
worshipper can muster. 

I scoffed at this rumor or that story; I shrugged off Burbank 
as a gross exaggeration ; I cleverly diverted the course of conver
sations to his ability. On that , there ' was never any serious 
argument . 

But the years of defense and rationaliza~ion were also years 
of at least a miniscule amount of maturation on my part , and for 

(Continued on Page 20 ) 

THE N EW LINE OF 

McDERMOn CUES 
IS READY 

FOR YOUR FREE COLOR BROCHURE 
WRITE 

McDERMOTT CUE MFG. INC. 
W186·N7137 
MARCY RD. 

MENOMINEE FALLS 
WISCONSIN 53051 
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Beilluss· T~ps 
hi Western 
JlUlior Open 

The Western Junior Open is 
becoming a showcase for the 
ta.1ents of some promising 
youngsters in the Mid-West. 
Joe Farhat of Lansing's Velvet 
Rail hosted the Junior event 
for the second time. For the 
second time in so many years 
young Mark Beilfuss proved 
that he is a cant miss bet for 
future stardom in pocket bil
liards. Mark told us that 
although he was not playing up 
to par in the WJO he got 
through with heads up defen
sive play and the accurate 
touch came back to play havoc 
with his young opponents. Leih 
Gay, Jr. provided some stiff 
competition as did Lansing's 
Paul Campbell with Do'n 
Brink's son Doug traveling all 
the way from the Kansas City 

area to do his thing. 
Mark Beilfuss has won the 

right to meet Brian Asch of 
Elizabeth, New Jersey in a 
match in Chicago prior to the 
U.S . Open and the winner will 
have a place in the line up for 
the big one . The Beilfuss clan is 
extremely cooperative with the 
BCA in promotion work . Mark 
and his Dad will travel to the 
Windy City to play one of the 
big wigs in an exhibition match 
for the press party a week 
prior to the start of the tour
nament. Mark is a personable 
young man with supreme con
fidence in his ability to com
pete on a pool table with 
anyone, skillful in all the sports 
that he tries and works hard to 
represent the Billiard game as 
its National J unior Champion. 

' .. , . ... ! ~" 1$ . 

- - 4, .. 

August, 1975 

Miller 
1st'ln 
Racine 
9-Ball 

By BRUCE VENZKE 
MILWAUKEE, Wis.-AI Mil

ler, veteran pocket player 
from Racine, Wisconsin, made 
one of his infrequent tour
nament appearances on the 4th 
of July and parlayed it into the 
Antler 's Open 9-Ball champion
ship and the $150 fi rst prize, 

Miller went undefeated in the 
holiday affair , e dging out 
neighbor George Pawelski 11-8 
in the (inals , George took home 
$75 , while Bob Bidot of 
Milwaukee lost two matches in 
the finals 9-11 and ended up 
third ($50), 

J oe Carrao (Milwaukee), 
playing in his first open tour
nament , made the finals and 
$25 for fourth place , 

In the preliminary brackets, 
Miller knocked out the fine 
ni neballer George Brunt 
(Milwaukee ) in bracket #1. 

Bracket #2 saw Beloit's Jeff 
(Continued on Page 19 ) 

Coin-Op Distribut,ors and Vendors! 
NEVER A GAIN WONDER . 

WHICH COIN IS UP NEXT WITH 

* PLAYMATE 

CHALL ENGE RO W: PLACE QUARTER IN CIRCLE IN NUMERICAL ORDER 

PL ACE FIRST QUA RTE R IN SLOT , MOVE FOLLOW ING QUARTER TO TOP ROW, CORRESPONDING NUMBER 

NEX T GAME COLUMN , FOLLOW IN NUMERICAL SEQUENCE . 

* 

© 1975 - J . G. w. ENTERPRI ZES 

SIZED TO FIT ANY TABLE 

• LAMINATED PLASTIC· NO GUESSWORK • 
SIMPLY PEEL BACKING FROM PLAYMATE AND 

PLACE ON TABLE NEAR THE COI N SL OT 
• PLAYMATE D OES THE REST • 

---------------------------------------------------------------Name ... . . . ......... . 

Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
City . . . . . . . .- . . . . Zip . . . . 

.State ................ · . 

To Order Send 
Check or Money Order to 

t ~ . & W Enterprises 
P.O. 80x8356 
Tampa, Florida 33674 
Phone: (813) 238-7267 

100 - 25cea. - 500 - 23cea. -1 ,000 - 21cea. - 5,000 - 19cea. -10,000 - 17cea. 
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PRO 
TIPS 

By JOHNNY HOLIDAY 

This month's diagram illustrates control of the cue balllrack 
with the use of the diamonds. 

After many years of observing students (and some old 
timers ) pocket an object ball then scratch, it became an obses
sion with me to publish a book devoted entirely on position play, 
illustrating cue ball track lines that eliminate the possibility of a 
scratch. 

The diagram illustrates the procedure needed to pre
determine the cue ball track line. The solid line demonstrates a 
center cue ball hit ; line (1) shows a 1f4 tip english left center hit ; 
(2) shows a % tip right center english hit. 

,/ 

,/,/ 2 

To begin, count the number of diamonds from the top left cor
ner pocket to the side. pocket. The total number becomes 5 when 
including the corner and side pockets as diamonds. By cutting 
them in the center, diamond #2 on the opposite long rail becomes 
the bisecting point. 

When one observes the carom of the cue ball off the object 
ball, he or she will note that the track line (predetermined 
location) direction is in a direct line with the left side pocket. 

This must be avoided! 
But when 114 tip left 0 ), or right (2) is applied, the track line 

direction is altered. This sort of thinking must be incorporated in 
all plays that require the cue ball to travel from one cushion to 
another, and then come to rest. 

, There is an old saying .. . "The more a cue ball travels, the 
more it will find a hole." 

-SHAFT WOOD 
Rough Turned Shafts 

and Finished Shafts from 
the Finest Grade of 

ROCK HARD MAPLE 
For In/ormation & Prices Write to: 

McDERMOTT CUE MFG. INC. 
W186 N7137 Marcy Road 

Menomonee Falls, Wis. 53051 
Phone: (414) 251-4090 

Vanover .Qualifies 
In Mississippi 

By BOB HOWE 
Gulfport , MS - Bob 

Vanover, a furniture executive 
from Lewisville, Texas, came 
back strong from the loser 's 
bracket to beat smooth 
stroking Bill Stigall of Tampa, 
Florida ... Twice ! 

Stigall had already captured 
the Nine-Ball segment of the 
Mississippi State Champion
ships by edging out Dick Lane 
. . . twice! It looked as though 
Mr. Stigall would make a clean 
sweep as he was yet to be 
beaten on the tough 41f2x9 "Big 
G's". (The Nine-Ball matches 
were played on 4x8's ). 

Vanover 's loss came at the 
hands of Richie Ambrose after 
Bob rrll5sed an easy shot 
needing only three to get out. 
Ambrose came to the table and 
ran 44 and out. ,'.inning 150 to 
147 . That left ·anoyer and Am
brose "ith one loss each. With 
everyone else eliminated they 
faced each other again, this 
time with Vanover winning 
going away, 150 to 78. 

Now came Stigall. The first 
game was very close, but con
sistency and excellent safety 
play prevailed for Vanover as 
he won 150 to 130. This set the 
stage for the second game. 

Stigall wasn 't getting "the 
roll " . "Did you see that?" 
seemed to be the continuous 
question. 

Well , the sharp eyed fur-

Bob Vanover, 1975 Mississippi State Champion. We're sen
ding Myrtle several dozen copies of this issue. - Photo by Bob 
Howe. 

niture man must have seen it 
because, as they kept rolling 
out for Stigall, they kept rolling 
in for Vanover, Displaying a lot 
of class and ability, Van sewed 
it up 150 to 80. ' 

Mr. Vanover's outstanding 
sportsmanship, smooth play, 
and amiable, personality will 
definitely be an asset to the 
U.S. Open and to this terrific 
game called Pocket Billiards. 

"THE BOOK YOU WAITED FOR" 

GOLDEN TOUCH' ENT. 

P.O. Box 2~08 
, West Palm Beach, Fla. 3340t 

This is the , book that tells all! Over 50 
diagrams illustrated. 50 pages of ex
planatory data. How to Recoup Position on 
All Plays. It shows and tells the know-how a 
new method never before published. By 
America's outstanding pocket billiards 
teacher. Clearly the most descriptive book 
ever published on the art of position play. 

HTHIS BOOK IS 
A MUST 

FOR HIGH RUNS" . 

IENCLOSE ________ FOR ____ BOOKS 
NAME ________________________ __ 

ADDRESS ________ ~----~~-----
CITY ____ ~ ____ ------__ ~------

Add 20c per book on orders less than $8.00 STATE ____ ZIP_'· ___ ---"-'-~-_ 
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i Practice I = -
I Strategies I 
I In I 
I Pocket I 
~ Belle d ~ 
1_ I lor 5_ 1_ 
= ".. By_ DEL TmESSEN ~ 

Steps in learning billiards do not appear to be linear; that' 
is, one cannot first master a single element and proceed to the 
next in the hope of eventually stringing them together. 

My impression is that no one arrives at proficiency in this 
fashion, Rather, eiements are learned in clusters - they are 
mastered as groups, which is probably what is meant when it 's 
said that, "If I can only put it all together I could run a hundred 
balls, " 

There seems to be thresholds that when passed allow 
related skills to be placed in the same mental cluster and honed 
to a fine edge, In more concrete terms, a single change in form 
or style can present the opportunity to fit in other related fac
tors , But before that single change occurs there is little pos
sibility of improving other variables, 

For example, a student may be missing most long shots and 
continues to miss no matter how much effort is applied to 
aiming. Then upon analysis the student may discover that his 
bridge is shaky. Improving that then leads to a small burst of 
discoveries. It may then be possible to feel for the first time 
that 'the stroke is choppy. 

Concentration can then be focused on the stroke and it may 
smooth out - the hand may move farther from the balance, the 
backward stroke shortened and the forward drive lengthened, 
As a result of this change it now becomes possible to improve 
the speed and action of the cue ball. Hence, a host of related 
events spring from the primary change in the bridge, Some of 
these will immediately suggest themselves, and none are pos
sible until the first threshold is passed, This is the concept of 
cluster learning. 

The key factors that lead to cluster learning seem to be 
these: bridge, stroke, stance, location of the grip on the cue and 
position of the head over the cue. 

Ap.y one of these when improved can immediately stimulate 
improvement in other mechanics of the game. The aim will 
crystalize, the stroke will loosen, action on the ball will be in
vestigated and speed control of the cue ball will be refined, 

The multiple improvements that flow from a single change 
are not in the strictest sense new learning, or at least they 
generally are not. They are insights that suddenly become ob
vious after the initial change. This is why game improvements, 
at least after the fundamentals are learned, come in spurts and 
are not slow and cummulative increases in knowledge . This is 
also why a player's game can suddenly disintegrate. A back
ward step in one technique can pull numerous others along with 
it. 

Thus, inadvertent movements of the head can destroy aim, 
action on the cue ball and speed control. Each correct technique 
is intricately linked to several others. Muff one, itself of 
seemingly little significance, and all the others collapse. 

The best approach that a player can use toward the game is 
to be constantly on the alert for possible improvements in key 
factors : bridge, stroke, stance, location of the grip on the cue 
and the position of the head over the cue. When one of these 
seems to be faulty it should be experimented with until a 
reasonable alteration can be made. Once this is accomplished 
the player can integrate other things he knows into the new 
cluster. If the change in the key factor is to be permanent the , 
player must consciously study it and insure that he maintains 
this change on every shot. 'Eventually thE' new style will seem 
instinctual and will not require constant attention. 

More generally the continual improvement at the table 
(Continued on Page 19.) 

" * The Choice of Champions * 

Custom Cues by' 
Bert Schrager 

11208 Peach Grove St. 
North Hollywood, CA. 

":tone 
(213) 763-9600 , 
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e Computer 
Is Bere To Stay 

Cash is the name of the game 
and due to the green nature of 
the billiard lounge business the 
control of receipts is a major 
problem. Time and time again 
each billiard room operator 
has experienced cash shor
tages. In many cases, or more 
likely, in most cases, he is 
unable to determine the 
amount of the shortage as no 
record has been made of its 
receipt. Although the operator 
might suspect and is convinced 
that theft is occurring he is 
unable to effectively prove it , 
therefore he must stand the 
loss himself and has no 
recourse through hi s in
surance, 

There are other little 
problems of calculating the 
amount of time on the ' tables 
used by your customers, such 
as reading the right line on the 
conversion charts for both the 
number of players and the 
amount of time. These errors 
or mistakes occur quite 
regularly and honestly , 
especially when an employee is 
extremely busy. How ' many 
ways are there for the operator 
of a billiard room to lose 
money? We can only touch on a 
few in order to stress the im
portance of receiving all the 
monies earned by your invest
ment. 

We are talking about real 
money, money which rightfully 
belongs to the operator. How 
and how much he pays his em
ployees is not part of this ar
ticle but his moral obligation to 
his employee to eliminate the 
temptation of theft is vital to 
his s uccess . The CEN
TRODYNE computer · can
definitely control your pool 
sale receipts if other sources of 
income are controlled and 
segregated. 

The present computer on the 
market CENTRODYNE) is 
beautifully designed in ap
pearance and is a digital com
puter. The onl mechanical 
parts of the computers are the 
individual table counters and 
the master counter or ac
cumulator . The -rest of the 
machine is electronically 
operated . This simplicity 
means that very little can go 
wrong once the computer is in 
place. Thus the maintenance of 
the computer is inexpensive. 

The actual device has in
dividual counters for each 
table or recreational unit. The 
counters record in dollars and 
cents what the table earns 
while in use. It is re-set to zero 
when players finish their 
game. It is activated by one of 
four buttons (from 2 to 5 
players ). The computer has an 
"off" button which is used 
when the players finish their 
game or at · other times, say, 

ALL PARTS ON THE CDC 712 
COMPUTER ARE P LUG-IN MODULES. 

ALL PRINTED CIRCUIT BOARDS 
ARE HAND ASSEMBLED. 

when customers stop play to 
buy a couple of hot dogs, etc. 
The dollar amounts recorded 
by counters are accumulated 
in tbe master accumulator 
which cannot be re-set unlp.ss a 
person has the key to open the 
machine and even then cannot 
be reset to a specific number. 

The master accumulator is 
extremely important as it 
records. the cash receipt as it is 
earned rather than at the end 
of a playing session. 

Above each counter on the 
face of the computer is a light 
which goes on when any of the 
four player buttons are ac-

tivated. A quick glance at the 
computer and the tables in use 
serves as an effective spot 
check. All this requires no 
special training. 

The following are the advan
tages of having a computer 
controlled cash operation. 

1. Elimination of costing er
rors. Honest errors do occur 
and are more general than 
most operators will believe. If 
you undercharge, you lose . 
money. If you overcharge this 
will result in customer dis
satisfaction. 

(Continued on Page 23) 
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TRICK 
SHOT 
of the 

MONTH 

By JIMMY CARAS 
Five Time World Champion 

Member Brunswick Staff of Champions 

Hit the Cue Ball center with a hard stroke, striking 
first object ball " A", as shown, and then bounce over 
to other object ball " B" on the right, which in turn will 
hit combination, to pocket object ball marked "X", in 
the left hand corner pocket. 

Middle ball "C" on the cushion must be placed 
exactly as shown. 

Note - Ball "D" will remove, ball "C" from the 
cushion, so ball "X" can't go through. 

Hand Stitched Guaranteed 

Mike Ke"'J J! 
:..EATHER CUE CA¥ES 
PHONE, 442-2777 

2357 North 54th Mil~auk .. , Wisconsin 53210 

Brochure on Request 

Brown Takes Crown 
In Tampa Town 
Tampa, Fla. - Florida's own 

Becky Brown was wearing a 
big smile Sunday night, June 
22nd as she left Baker's ' BiI-

o Iiards with a trophy in one 
hand and a piece of birthday ' 
cake in the other. She captured 
the Ladies Southeastern Open 
undefeated, and celebrated af
terwards with a combination 
birthday-victory cake. 

For tournament promoter 
and director Bill Stigall, it had 
been a long four days, as he 
and veteran Red Jones had 
refereed all the matches in the 
event. The tournament fielded 
11 girls from various parts of 
the country, and was the first· 
major ladies ' tournament of 
this calibre' ever held in the 
deep South. 

Ms. Brown received $500 for ' 
her first place finish. while 
second place winner, Palmer 
Byrd of Detroit took home $250 
for her efforts. Since both 
Becky and Palmer we re 
previously qualified , third 
place finisher Anne Mayes 
from Houston, grabbed the 
U.S. Open spot along with her 
check for $150. Anne is spon
sored by Ebonite, and is in her 
first year of pro tournament 
competition. 

In fourth place was Sandy 
Marvel, also from Miami , who 
made a very good showing in 
only her second tournament. 
Local player Cassie Albright 
finished fifth, in her first at
tempt at tournament, while 
another Miamian, Jo Ann 
DiToro took sixth place. 

Rounding out the field were : 
Toni Troy. (Buffalo, N.Y.), 
Gay Guffy (Tampa, Fla.), 
Janie O'Hagan, (Houston , 
Texas ), Cindy Smith. (Cincin
nati , Ohio ), and Chris Millikin, 
(Tampa, Fla. ). 

1 

Southeastern Open Champ Becky Brown, Red Baker, and her 
birthday cake_ Not a bad birthday present. - Photo by Bill 
Stigall. 

Palmer Byrd finished 2nd in the .Florida tourney, and got a 
nice tan, too. - Photo by Bill Stigall. 

INTRODVCING 

MEUCCIORIGINALS 
CVES MADE BY 

BOB MEUCCI · 
CUSTOM MADE CUES' ARE NOW 

AVAILABLE IN MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
-INSIST ON THE FINEST

CALL or WRITE 

MEUCCI 0 ORIGINALS 
. 1672 GETWELL o. 

MEMPHIS, TENN. 38111 
(901) 743-8921 
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Mosconi 
On 

Basics 
By WILUE MOSCONI 
IS-time World Champ 

Ebonite Corp., Consultant 

The purpose of the bridge in pocket billiards is to form a firm, 
steady support for the cue to travel through when stroking. Since 
you will use the basic, or tripod, bridge for about 90 percent of 
your shots, it deserves most of your attention and practice. 

To form the bridge start by making a fist with your left hand 
and placing it on the table, palm down. Next, uncurl your thumb 
and index finger . Lay the cue between the knuckles of the thumb 
and wrap your forefinger over the cue. With your thumb, press 
the tip of your forefinger against the middle knuckle of your 
second finger. 

You now have a slot for the cue to slide through while 
shooting. But a firm support is needed to insure a true, steady 
stroke. 

With the heel of your I~ft hand still resting on the table extend 
and spread the last three fingers as wide as possible without 
straining. In doing this your hand should .turn slightly inward at 
the wrist so the fleshy part of the thumb is off the table. 

The basic bridge is steadied by the palm and last three 
fingers of the hand. The cue should fit snllgly through the bridge 
and be centered over the middle of the third finger . 

• • • 
The heel of your hand and the tripod formed by your fingers 

give the solid support needed to hold the aim of the cue steady 
when shooting. The cue should have a snug fit through the bridge . 
This means that the flesh of thumb and forefinger moves with the 
cue as it is slid back and forth . If the bridge has been formed 
properly the shaft of the cue is over the middle of the third finger . 

There are times when the cue ball is too close to the rail for a 
basic bridge. In these situations a rail bridge is used. 

Lay your palm on the rail with fingers toward the cue ball . . 
Separate your first two fingers slightly and tuck your thumb un
der the second finger. Slide the cue between your first two 
fingers. With the cue resting on the rail , the thumb and second 
finger on the left side and the forefinger on the other provide the 
brace to steady your shot. . 

If the cue ball is flush against the rail or the shot is not per
pendicular to the rail, a variation of the basic rail shot is used. In 
making a shot to the right the last two fingers of the bridge hand 
hang over the rail and rest on the table for support. For stroking 
in the opposite direction the forefinger hangs over the rail , but not 
so much that it loses its steadying support. 

You always want to keep the cue as level as possible during a 
shot. But sometimes a clear shot of the· cue ball is blocked by 
another ball. Here you use a vee bridge to raise the cue over the 
obstacle. 

The vee bridge is made by arching your wrist down and 
spreading the hand so all four finger tips rest on the table behind 
the obstructing ball. Rest the cue between the top knuckle of your 
first finger and upturned thumb. 

This gives you a vee shaped channel to slide the cue through, 
with the butt end elevated, and shoot over the obstructing ball. 
Experiment with finger placement until you discover the ar
rangement that gives you the best support. 

Another awkward shooting situation occurs when the cue ball 
(Continued on Page 19) 
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THE ROAD TO 
PROFESSIONALISM 
It is not easy to be a straight 

pool champion in Japan. All 
pocket players in Japan who 
aspire to professional ranking 
must pa ss t wo difficul t 
examinations. One written 
(rules , etc. ) and one played. 
Examinations are difficult to 
the point that less than 5% of 
all applications are finally ac
cepted. 

* * * 
Masaru Hanatani has held 

the #1 Pro ranking for 3 
years , has held All-Japan 
Championship 6 times, and 
has not been beaten in 14-1 in 
two years. 

* * * 
Hanatani was born May 

12th, 1938 and played Japanese 
4-Ball Billiards from age 14. 
He was West Japan 4-ball 
champ in 1959 and runner-up 
in all of Japan in 1958. 
Hanatani turned to pocket bil
liards in 1960 and won the 
amateur championship in 
1962-63, 1965-66 and then pas
sed his examinations to 
become a pro in 1967. 

The Japanese champion will 
be in Chicago at the U.S. Open 
this year along with Mieko 
Harada , the champion of 
ladies 14-1 straight pool. They 
will be a duo to be reckoned 
with. 

• 
• • 

Lehmann· 
Qualifies 
In Conn. 

A large crowd was on hand 
as Connecticut 's Herb Leh
mann captured the BCA Cue 
and Billiard Open Tournament 
to earn a berth in the United 
States Open, August 4-10, in 
Chicago, Illinois. Lehmann 
went through the 16-man field 
undefeated as he posted a 
125-74 open round victory over 
Francis Rende, a 125-85 victory 
over Arthur Marrier, a 125-77 
victory over Texas ' Richard 
Lane, and a 125-82 and 125-76 
victory over Milwaukee 's Wil-
lie Munson. . 

In the final match against 

(Continued on P age 23) 
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Mieko Harada, World Champion, lost that heartbreaker to 

Balukas last year, 100-99. - Photo Courtesy Dick Helmstetter. 

Masaru Hanatani. Do you believe all the stuff he had to go 
through to become a pro? - Photo Courtesy Dick Helmstetter. 
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By CHARLES SCHMITI 
A few years ago the center of 

the billiard world was right 
here in Toledo, Ohio. Nate 
Blumberg of the Esquire Bil
liard Club tried to teach me the 
diamond system, which I still 
don't use, and the Billiard 
Congress of America (located ' 
in Toledo for about 20 years) 
would ask him for rulings on 
three rail. 

Times have changed. The 
BCA is now headquartered 
down the street from the 
Playboy . Center in Chicago, 
Nate 's not playing much three 
rail anymore, the blue chalk 
and green tables have given 
way to pumpkin chalk and 
Brunswick Gold, and women 
are stalking the once hallowed 
ground. 

The clay cue ball and Ralph 
Greenleaf are gone. But what 
of pool? Cue Ball Kelly told me 
that during the depressions of 

, 1907, 1920 and 1930 the pool 
halls of this country were fil- ' 
led. 

Today, I see an upswing in 
the game - perhaps more ex
cess time and tight money, 
maybe the need for com
petition, and most of all the 
need for brain exercise, will 
bring it about. For sure, money 
is not going to be spent on a 
new snowmobile or camper, 
nor on a new set of golf clubs. 
Pool is inexpensive recreation 
and anyone can play - even 
women. 

THE 1975 U.S. 
MASTERS CLASSIC 

Mizerak :and Balsis were mis
'sing, to name a few . But all in 
all it was a grand tournament 
with most of the leading names 
in the game present . . . ' 

Irving Crane, Ray Martin, 
Steve Cook, Joey Spaeth, 
Richie Florence, Larry Hub
bard, Larry ' Lisciotti, Dick 
Lane, Mick Doan, Hank Dom
zalski, Sr. and Jr., Scott Smith, 
Bob Vanover, John Guffey, 
Ron Dobosenski, Mark Maryo, 
Danny DiLiberto, Luther Las
siter, Jimmy Rempe, Ted 
Elias, Mike Sigal, Larry Sch
wartz, Joe Pete Trujillo, T. D. 
Lane, Jody Arvin, John Zilba, 
Nick Varner, Tom Spencer, 
Larry Ridgeway, and, of 
course, Cue Ball Kelly, 

Books of matches from all 
over the country found their 
way to Larry Ridgeway's Hi
Cue Lounge for the round-robin 
double elimination. Though I 
watched almost every game, 
there are two that should be 
singled out for comment. 

I've been studying 90 minute 
bio-rhythyms, my latest source 
being a r ecent issue of 
Psychology Today, and I had a 
running conversation with a 
few ' of the players about the 
subject. 

Dick Lane, Jack Colavita 
and I sat in a Denq.y's one night 
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bantering philosophy. Jack 
tends to be an instinctive 
player, while Dick is more of 
the scientific sort: 

Jack's statement that , "You 
can't argue polit.ics, religion, 
or a shot that didn't go," is well 
taken. And his insight into the 
90 minute bio-rhythm process 
cannot be countered. 

" So what good is this 
knowledge if you sit in the 
chair for 45' minutes and wake 
up to find yourself frozen to a 
ball? How will mind cycles 
help? There's nothing you can 
do." 

I agree ! 
Dick's theories of "Abnor

mal imprint, the probability of 
percentages and mathematical 
propositions," blended well 
with mine but again the game 
is played on the table, not in 
our minds, 

Or is it? 
Lane and Cola vita stayed up ' 

till early the next morning 
discussing the seemingly un
discussable. I decided to test 
the 90 minute theory. 

Most bio-rhythms appear to 
be triggered by the sun - the 
migration of birds - the 
mating habits of some animals 
- even spring fever. A pool 
hall has artificial light, so I 

- --------_._--

-----------
~-----

tested the rhythm using the 
game clock as a reference 
point. The game started at 7 
p.m, and the match lasted ten 
innings. 

Player Bran 40 balls 'in the 
second inning after a score of 
less than a rack by Player A. It 
therefore appeared that Player 
B was in tune, or shooting very 
well from 7: 05 through his run. 
His patterns were good. I sur
mised that PlayerB was 
seeing the shots and executing 
them with great mental and 
physical coordination. 

An example of this balance 
could be seen in a Rorschach 
Test - what you see in the ink 
blots may well depend on your 
mood at the time of the test. If 
the test were taken 30 minutes 
later, the results could possibly 
be different because your fan
tasy or reality cycle might 
have changed. 

To continue with the match, 
Player A made a run of more 
than 70 in the tenth inning and 
fell shy of the 125 point win by 
few balls. If the bio-rhythm 
theory were to be fulfilled, 
Player B would not be in his 
"on" cycle till 8: 30, or ap.
proximately 90 minutes later 
than his first "on" cycle at 
7:05. 

As usual, he walked up cold, 
more than 50 balls behind. His 
first shots were rather clumsy, 
patterns not good, with no 
smooth stroke. A companion 
and I were following this 
rhythm and we both felt that if 
Player B could keep shooting 
until 8: 30 all would be smooth. 
Hopefully. 

The clock swung past the 90 
minute mark and sure enough, 
his form demonstrated an hour 
and a half ago came back. 
Again he was "on". Player B 
ran more than 50 balls and won 
the game. 

Now, all of this may appear 
to be bullshit. I don 't want to 
impose the outcome of one 
game on any player 's attitude, 
but it did appear to be sig
nificant - perhaps it was plain 
"good shootin'." Look at this 
and compare it to a few games 
and see if it has any validity. If 
it does, perhaps we 've all lear
ned something. 

IRVING CRANE vs. 
LARRY LISCIOTII 

My game is snooker, so the 
final championship match 
more than intrigUed me 
because it was the safest of the 
tournament. 

Almost 40 safe shots were 
played - sort of musical 

• ; 
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chairs . At one time 30 minutes 
passed and not one ball was 
potted. 

"Behind the rack." 
"On the Brunswick." 
"Safety. " 
"Safety allowed." 
"Safety. " 
"Safety. " . 
"Safety not allowed." 
"Brutal. " 
"No gravy train." . 
"My God, did you see that?" 
Popcans popped, a baby 

cried and the piercing General 
Telephone bounced off Crane 
and Lisciotti's ears till a ten 
ball slipped from the jugger
naut r,ack. Surely Crane would 
not attempt it - much too 
close. In it went, applause fil
led the room, then everyone 
settled back to watch the 
master run 53 balls and out. 

In the older days, safety play 
determined the winner as it did 
here . 

A comment was made , 
, "How'd ya like Crane to sneak 
up on you for the rent? " that 
stuck with me. Here we have a 
63 year old gentleman playing 
an athlete in his late 20's. I 
would have thought that 
physical stamina would have 
won but the mind had so much 
more to do with this particular 
match than I could have ever 
expected. Guess I have quite a 
bit to learn, 

A FEW COMMENTS 
THAT MAKE SENSE 

"Put your weight on your 
right foot when cutting left and 
your left foot when cutting 
right." - Wimpy . 

"So you wanted to be a pool 
player, huh'?" - Cue Ball 
Kelly. 

"Women made bowling and 
they'll make billiards. " - Ir
vingCrane. 

"Getting up cold is similar to 
debating." - Ray martin. 

"4- ~omputer says there are 
63 million ways to make one 
shot." - Dick Lane . 

The shift back from spec
tator sports to that of par
ticipant is one of the big things 
that pool has going for it. It 's 
called getting closer to your 
world. 

I've been working on a novel 
for more than a year and plan 
to have it ready in mid-1976. It 
will encompass the idea that 
billiards is poss ibly an
tedeluvian, maybe Atlantean, 
;;md that the protagonist sear
ches for the energy source of 
the game, finds it. and goes on 
to become the world 's largest 
money winner in the game of 
one pocket. Of course, as we all 
know by the press releases, 
Mr. Bruce Christopher holds 
the big money record, but my 
hero could _ ven beat him - so 
much for levity. 

Seriously, if you have any 
c,ontributions to enlighten or 
lend ballast to my novel, please 
forward them to Billiard News 
or Ch:lrles Schmitt, 2225 Scott
woo Ave; , Toledo, Ohio 43620. 
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As Told To Us By 
BOB HEMPEL 

AUSTIN, Tx. - About ten 
years ago, active involvement 
in the world of pool was about 
the farthest thing from my 
mind. 

I had just graduated from 
North western Univers ity , 
where I majored in psychology 
and philosophy, and was plan
ning on a career of teaching 
college . The URiversity of 
Texas at Austin had a very ap
pealing program in philosophy, 
so I came here in the fall of 
1966 to begin working on a 
PhD. 

Whe n I was an un 
dergraduate, I had played pool 
perhaps a dozen times or so, 
but never took the game very 
seriously. Just before moving 
to Texas, I happened to catch 
the first U.s. Open tournament 
in Chicago, and it was quite a 
revelation to see really top 
players in action. 

So after coming to Austin, I 
began to play the game a little 
more seriously. After several 
years, my game had picked up 
quite a bit and my interest in 
philosophy was decreasing. 
Since I had bought several ex
pensive custom cues during 
this time, and really admired 
the fine workmanship, I con
sidered becoming a cue maker. 

Finally, in 1972 I decided to 
give up graduate school for 
good and began again to 
seriously c.onsider making 
cues. I had already bought the 
necessary components for a 
basic cue and was about to 
start experimenting when my 
thlnking took a different turn. 
There seemed to be plenty of 
very well made cues being 
made by a small number of in
dividwil craftsmen. Cues thai 
were available in just about 
any design that the customer 
wanted and executed with 
painstaking care. 

But why weren't there any 
cases that were as well made 
as the cues? It seemed that 
with so many nice cues around, 
there ought to be some equally 
special cases to carry them in. 
So I set out to fill what seemed 
to be a very large gap in the 
billiard business. 

A friend of mine, Ann Gore, 
was equally enthused about 
this idea, so together we tried 
making a few cases. We made 
about six conventional box
type cases, each in a different 
kind of leather, and took them 
up to the Texas Open to get 
reactions from players . We 
received quite a few favorable 
comments on the design , 
materials, and workmanship, 
but since "tube-type" cases 
were very popular , everybody 
wanted something a lot smal
ler. 
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Steve Bass, left, and Bob Hempel with a wide range of Fellini 
cases, from plain to fancy. - Photo courtesy Fellini Cue Cases. 

Ann Gore puts the finishing 
Photo courtesy Fellini Cue Case . 
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The tube type cases that 
were available then seemed to 
leave a' lot to be desired, so we 
had to. make a lot of im
prove~ents in the basic design 
before w~ had something that 
we co~ld honestly claim was 
the very best. . 

Since the basic purpose of a 
. case is to take care of the cue 
stick, we started designing 
from the inside and worked 
outward. A very thick lining, 
made of a double layer of felt, 
was chosen in order to keep the 
butt and the shaft of the cue 
from rubbing together. We put 
padding in the top and the bot
tom of the case so that the cue 
wouldn't rattle against the 
solid end of the case. Finally, 
the inside was made wide 
enough so that there was no 
danger of scraping the finish 
off of the cue by squeezing it 
into a small case. 

Of course, these were just 
the prerequisites for a really 
fine case, and since these 
details are all concealed on the 
inside of the case, nobody 
would take note of it if the out
side was a conventional brown 
or black. It 's on the outside of 
the case that- true craftsman
ship is apparent in the form of 
highest quality materials , 
careful workmanship and 
custom designs . We decided to 
use leather exclusi vel y , 
because of its quality and the 
variety of unique things that 
can be done with it. 

. Our initial purchase of a sub
stantial quantity of leather in
cluded about twenty different 
varieties - from conserv:ative 
top grain leathers to more 
exotic things like suede, short
hair calfskin and python 
snakeskin. 

We barely had time to put 
together a sample batch of six 
cases and still make it to the 
last week of the 1972 Johnston 
City tournament where we put 
them on display. The response 
from the players was very 
gratifying, and we got quite a 
few orders. Among those who 
ordered a case from us that 
week were Jim Rempe, Bill In
cardona, Jim F usco and 
Charles DeValliere. 

Over the next several mon
ths, Steve Mizerak ordered a 
number of cases, and Mike 
Asch gave us a lot of help in 
becoming known to the many 
top players in the New Jersey 
area. From that time on, our 
business has been growing 
steadily. 

In the last year, we have 
been selling a lot of cases to 
Joss Cues, Gus Szamboti, and 
Bert Schrager, who of course, 
sell them with their cues. 
Naturally, we have been ·very 

(Continued on Page 15) 

... 



.-

Page '.~ ·'· THE NATIONAL BILLIARD NEWS July, .1975. 

BUL.L. SHOTS 
(Continued from Page 4) 

Arlington, Virginia, Ken's Ball & Cue in Gulfport , Louisiana, The 
Eckstadt's Gold Crown Billiard Club of New London, Conn. and 
Larry Ridgeway's High-Cue in Toledo have one thing in common. 
They promote the hell out of the game. 

This is just to name a few, for "they" are all over this coun
try, and although "they" may not have a glittering chandelier, 
plush carpeting, and surroundings to match the Windsor Palace, 
the effort is there and the results show in dollars and cents sales 
of billiard equipment. 

I hope that you three gentlemen who hold the future of this 
great game in your corporate hands will realize that the 
fascination of the pool games started in private clubs, extended to 
places like McGirrs, Abie Ames, Bensingers and the old Detroit 
Recreation. 

These were pool rooms, just like the ones pictured in "The 
Hustler," and they were the places where the average guy could 
go for sport, games and cameraderie. 

If you will check back on the areas where your sales are the 
greatest, it is where there are the most successful billiard rooms 
(and bar leagues, but that is another story). 

The Billiard News is at your back and call if you want our 
help in this new plan but let 's not wait too long. Too much has to 
be done . 

The time is ripe, gas is going up, people are staying close to 
home, they have more free time, and we have a great game. YOU 
have all the aces . .. a good PR firm, more volunteers than you ' 
will know how to utilize, and a solid foundation. There is one thing 
left .. . DO IT! 

Yours for Utopia, 
Bob Mullen 

Asch 
• Ins 

Eastern 
Junio 
o en 

Elizabeth, NJ - Brian Asch 
captured the Eastern Division 
of the 2nd Annual United States 
Junior Pocket Billiard Cham
pionships in overtime. 

The tournament, held at 
Mike Asch's Hi-Cue Billiard 
Lounge on June 21 , saw Brian 
defeat Dave Ferguson, and 
Jack Colavita, Jr:, twice to win 
the title. . 

The championship earned 
Brian a trip to Chicago to play 
Mark Bieifuss, winner of the 
Western Division, for a spot in 
the U.S. Open. ... ~ .... 

If you just bang 
the balls around 
the table, K-66 
cushions· don't 
make much 
difference. 

But V you've got some touch. If you lag for break. And shoot 
position that isn't all draw and a lot of luck, you want th e best. 
K-66 cushions from Manhattan. K~66 pure rubber cushions have 
built in uniformity. They give you the big bounces when you 
shoot hard-most cushions do- but how about the little 
bounces? The ones that make the difference between being stuck 
on the rail, or sitting pretty an inch from the rail , where you 
wanted to be . And if you' re playing rotation, and need to get 
around a few obstacles, it's nice to know the cushions will 
respect your English the same way-every time-whether the 
game 's for fun or something more expensive. 

So if playing pool is more to you than banging the balls around, 
insist on K-66 cushions from Manhattan: the cushion that 
reflects your touch. 

A DIVISION OF GOODALL RUBBER COMPANY 
P.o . BOX 631 TRENTON. N.J . 08604 (609} 587-2500 

BYRD'S 
EYE 
VIEW 

(Continued from Page 5) 
are often used interchangeably. This term only applies if you in
tended to make the ball and missed it. If you didn 't intend to 
make the ball at all , it is then called "laying down", and you 
weren't "dogging it" at all . But we'll get into that later. 

During the course of a game, you may find it necessary to 
look the "pack" over to see if you have a "dead" ball. This is a 
shot that theoretically "can't stay out", but many times doesn't 
even come close. "Dead" balls are very often the result of a 
"combination" or a "kiss". A "kiss" shot is one where the per
pendicular to the line through the center of two' balls which are 
touching or "kissing", goes directly to the pocket. (Whew !) 
Should you happen to successfully pocket a "kiss" shot, that 's 
called "kissing it in." However, if an intruding object ball, or the 
cue ball gets in the way causing your designated ball to miss the 
pocket, that 's called "kissing it out", and is indeed a big disap
pointment, to say the least. 

These "big disappointments" occur quite frequently in a 
game, and therefore have a name of their own. "Bad rolls". 
Another example of a "bad roll" is when you have just made an 
"impossible" cut shot, and scratch. Or, when you make an "im
possible" bank shot, and come up with no "position" Or, when 
you have just made another " impossible shot," (the impossible 
ones are made an awful lot) , and the cue ball "kisses" in off 
another object ball. All of these things are "bad rolls" for you, 
However, for your opponent, all of these things are "good rolls", 
See how that works? There are other kinds of "good 'rolls, " too, . 
but no one ever admits to getting those. Most of the players you 
run into only get the bad ones. 

Everyone has a bad day, maybe even a bad week, and these 
"slump" periods can be described as the times when you're 
"out-of-stroke." You are very often "out-of-stroke" when you 
haven't been playing a lot, or not at all . "Out-of-stroke" IS' what a 
lot of players are all of the time. When you ask them to play they 
always say, "Can't, I'm "out-of-stroke." However, the player will 
often say that he was "in dead stroke" six months ago when he 
beat so-and-so by a jillion balls back in Dallas, or somewhere. 

This business of looking for an opponent is not as easy as it 
sounds. If you want to play for "fun," then you are a "fun 
player," and chances are you can find someone who plays about 
your "speed" and "get a game." And if you 're a tournament 
player, your matches are all scheduled for you, and you have no 

, problem. However, if you are looking for some "action" (an "ac
tion" player) , that is, you want to play for money, it is often a 
grueling job to find someone who is interested in being your ope 
ponent. , 

If you are a novice "action" player, and are trying to "make 
a game," or "match-up," there are a few things you should learn 
before you go and lose all of your money. First and foremost , 
always try to "get a game" where you are the "favorite," that is 
to say, one which you sho~ld win unless you "dog your brains 
out,". If you are a "heavy favorite ," then you have what is known 
as "a lock" . Should someone walk in who doesn 't play nearly as 
well as you do, but yet is anxious to play for money (a game on 
which you have a "mortal lock", he is called a "fish, " "guppy," 
or "chump," but chances are you will have to wait in line to 
"trap" him. 

Now you have to decide how much you are going to play for 
(the "cash," "cheese," "cakes," or "stakes") . You could play 
him for a "a bean" ($1), "a fin" ($5) , "a sawbuck" ($10) , "a 
double saw" or sometimes just a "double" ($20) , "half a yard" 
($50), "a yard" or "a C-Note" ($100), "a deuce" ($200), "a nickel 
($500), "a dime" or "a G-Note" ($1,000) , or conceivably "Ten big 
ones" ($10,000). If you are a novice, stick to "beans" for a little 
while, or maybe even "bananas." 

Understandably, you might not want to play with your own 
money (especially if you don't have any) , so someone may agree 
to put up the "Stakes" for you, andyoti give him a percentage of 
your winnings (i.e. "half your action") if you "get lucky." You, 
them, are being; "statked," and he is called your "stake horse," A 
"stake horse" is usually a guy with a lot of money, who didn't 
make it playing poOl. In fact he may not even be a player, just a 
professional "backer," and couldn't "make a hall" even if "his 
life depended on .it:" . . ' . 

Now that you, have decided to play the person (and have a 
"stake horse"), see if he is willing to "give up anything,"that is, 
will he "give you' a spot"? For example, he could play you 
straight pool 40 to 100, and he is "giving up" 60 balls. If you make 
40 before he makes 100, you win. He ' could play you one-pocket, 
and have to shoot :one-handed . . He could play you snooker. just 

(Continued on Page 16) 
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CAROM 
CORNER 

By IRA GITLER 

. Rig news from ABA, , , Don Brink, class player, class room 
operator and class guy has been unanimously elected chairman 
of the Board by the entire ABA board of governors. The latest bul
letin from ABA's hard working Secretary, Gale Johnson lists the 
Iwan Simonis Company of Belgium, the Callanelle Billiard Ball 
Co, of Belgium and Adams Cues as ABA Angels, Isn 't it amazing 
that the American Billiard Association has to depend on con
tributions from suppliers in foreign lands? 

Three Cushion Billiards is a fine , honourable game played for 
the most part by people interested in the game and not the money 
to be made . The carom game is looked up to by the novice player 
as the ultimate of the rolling ball billiard games, but not by the 
wheels in the billiard industry. What ever happened to the big pic
ture? 

Dick Helmstetter of Adams Cues has graciously consented to 
present a custom made billiard cue (to the winning players 
specs) to the winner of each ABA sanctioned tournament. These 
cues will have the name of the player inscribed on the cue with 
the name of the tournament and the date of the win. The cues will 
be valued in excess of $250.00 That's what I mean about paying 
some dues ... 

The upcoming Tiff Payne West Coast Invitational tour
nament in North Hollywood August 29th thru the 31st should be a 
milestone in billiard development. Tiff and his cohorts are going 
to institute a time limit of thirty (30) seconds per shot. This will 
speed up the slower players and add dramatic effect to the best of 
the billiard spectator games. The BCA should take note and add a 
bit of pizazz to pool. 

In the past I have been critical of the administration and 
policies of the ABA in their handling of the three cushion game. 
Now I would like to give them the credit they deserve for 
providing the carom game with a growing list of sanctioned tour
naments, obtaining contributions from a few companies to 
sweeten the prize pots for the players, and maintaining a solid 
nucleus of membership for future growth. 

In my 'Bull Shots column I gave the BCA a shot of a utopian 
thought for the future of the billiard game . . . THIS is for three 
cushion. . 

I would like to see an ABA convention built around a U.S. 
Open tournament for two classes of players, incorporating a 
seminar in the fundamentals of play with classes in advanced 
theory led by some of the leading carom players and teachers in 
the l{ .S. Along with this pipe dream a seminar in the proper care 
of a carom table , cloth factors, chalk, cue stick maintenance and 
general knowledge on running tournaments for fun and profit. 

A week long convention of this kind will probably never come 
to pass but it would be a great idea, for the enthusiasm of a three 
cushion buff knows no bounds. 

Imported Finished 

SLATE 
.. 

Ivory Cue Points 

FEATHERSTRIPS 
. 

Eastern Slate 
151 Highland Ave. (P.O. Bo~ 84) 

Somerville, Mass. 02145 

(617) 625-2500 

Fel6ni Cases 
(Continued from Page 13) 

pleased by this , since it was the 
workmanship of these fine 
cuemakers which inspired us 
in the firs t place. 

Certainly a quality product 
can only be produced by people 
who take real pride in their 
work. From this standpoint I 
couldn t give too much credit 
to the people I work with, Ann 
Gore and Steve Bass. Ann has 
been with me from the start 
and has a background in art , 
craftwork, and formal training 
in design at the University of 
Texas. Ann has always done 
most of the leatherwork, such 
as the custom tooled leather 
cases we recently made for 
Lou Butera, Allen Gilbert and 
Jim Rempe. Last year , Steve 
joined us and has been doing 
all phases of case making. 

During the last year I have 
not been putting much time 
into actual casework myself. I 
have been spending some time 
back at the university taking 
business courses and have put 
a lot of time into preparing 
plans for a huge, elegant bil
liard room in Austin. I hope to 

start construction on this in the 
next few months. 

Lately, I've also been spen
ding a lot of time working with 
Stan Lombardo on our book of 
fancy shots. We should have 
this published shortly and 
believe that it will have greaj; 
appeal to anyone having an in
terest in pool - from the per
son who plays for fun at home 
to the top professionals. 

As far as the future of the 
Fellini case business is concer
ned, we plan to continue much 
as we have before, just trying 
to make the best cases we can, 
with an increased emphasis on 
custom one of a kind designs 
and " limited editions." 

It 's obvious that we could do 
a lot more business if we used ' 
mass production techniques 
and made an ordinary case in 
the popular price range. (Our 
tube-type cases start at $45.) 

But then we wouldn' t be doing 
what we want to do the way we 
want to do it. The whole idea is 
quality, not quantity, and we 
think there will always be a 
market for quality. 

Titcomb 
Qualifies 

(Continued from Page 5) 

banquet featuring sandwiches 
and beverages at the Holiday 
Inn for the players, officials, 
and referees and scorekeepers. 

The ownership of the· 
"Cushion-N-Cue" should be 
complimented on their 
thoughtfulness. 

The gals put on a great show 
complete with major upsets: 
Chanel _Motley jumped on a 
thirty ball run to knock Gloria 
Walker out of contention. 

Cindy Taylor (Milw.) in her 
first major tournament showed 
she has the stuff and will be 
heard from in the future . Gail 
Breedlove finally dropped Miss 
T~ylor from contention leaving 
her with an eighth place finish, .' 

. not bad for her first major. 

. Tournament high run was 
grabbed by Madelyn Whitlow 
with a 33 in a losing effort 1 
against Geraldine Titcomb of 1 
Ci~:~:~:IUkas won her third . 
~~jor title of the year with a 
fme 6-0 record placing her far 

(Continued on Page 21) 

'CDC-712 
Billiar,ds Control System 

by CENTRODVNE 
o 
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This revolutionary new, loW-COSt. solid-state computer 

• Eliminates problems and performs like a perfect employee 

• It operates in full view of the cashier and the customer and renders its totals in units 
of five cen ts. 

• A remote table light control so that it is not possible to turn on the tabl e lights 
unless the compu ter IS operating. ThiS permits no practice t ime. free pl ay or 
faVOUritism. . 

• aster otalize r which may be read and reset only by the proprietor. 

.. here's no reaso~. to round-off the charges due to extra minutes of play or for 
dropping pennies . PrOjected over one year s play. these two factors ·will total a 

subs anllal amount Significantly affecting gross profit. 

For further tnformation: call or write 

centrodyne corp. of america cdc 
FOREST ROAD. BOX 176, HANCOCK, N .H . 03449 • TEl.: . 1-603- 525-6666 

I:::=--
\ -=.;:0 
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LONE STAR CLASSIC 
(Continued from Page 3) 

finisher in the '72 Open, easily 
won his first three matches 
before losing to Cyr 125-99 and 
to Tampa, Florida's Bill Stig
all 125-75. 

Stigall had the tour
nament 's high run of 89 balls 
during his 125-77 win over. 
Houston's Danny Jones. Tour
nament Director Richard 
Black said he wasn't surprised 
to see Stigall 's run but was 
surprised to see it hold up 
throughout the Classic. Black 
said, "Most of these players 

are capable of runs well over 
100. Despite the tension and 
pressure of tournament play, I 
expected to see a higher run. " 

Paul Gerni of South Bend, In
diana received the tour
nament 's unofficial "Bird of 
Happiness" award since he lost 
his first two matches to John 
Eagle and Don Crow. Although 
Gerni dropped out early, he 
was instrumental in the suc
cess of the Lone Star Classic. 
He came to Houston a week 
early and put on trick shot 

exhibitions at an area mall. In 
te levision and radio inter
views Germ continually men
tioned the upcoming Classic. 

Black cited pre-tournament 
media coverage and hundreds 
of hours of work by many 
dedicated volunteers as prime 
reasons behind the success of 
the tournament. The players 
and spectators of the 1975 Lone 
Star Classic echoed one 
another in saying, " Events like 
this give pool a good name." 

The Most Complete Compendium 
. Of The History Of Billiards 

Ever Assembled 

-:: .. ::~. 'I'::: -: 

l ·~(., 
~~, 
~~~c:~~>:< 

'-~~"'~ " 
r • . . . . 

. -

WILLIAM 
II 

. HEN 

I OF 

ONLY $550 

Price includes pOstage and handling 
MJ,tKE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER 

PAYABLE TO 

THE N·AIIONAL BILLIARD NEWS 
P.o. BOX 68 

WAYNE, MICHIGAN 
48184 

BYRD'S 
EYE 

VIEW 
(Continued from Page 14) 

ustng the shaft of his cue (and you could still get " shafted" ). In 
fact , there are a hundred different ways he could give you a 
"spot," but whatever it is, it isn't enough, so ask for more. For in
stance, if he offers to give you the "plum" (7-ball) in 9-ball, tell 
him you want "the plum and the crunch" (7 and the break) . If he 
says O.K. , tell him you changed your mind and you want the 5 and 
the break (the "orange crush") . Then watch him walk out the 
door, and start looking for another game. 

Someone might come in and ask you to play "one-socket," 
"9-rocket" or " no pocket." Beward of this person, because he 
plays "all games" (and probably most often "pick-pocket"). 
That is to say, he plays " jam-up" pool as well as billiards, and 
chances are he 's " stealing" or " robbin!!." and vou mie'ht e'et 
"stuck up," "creamed," or "bar-b-qued." In this case you have 
"no out" and could really "take a bath" or " take a beating." 
Believe me, you wouldn 't like any of these things unless you 
"can't stand prosperity." It would be absolutely "brutal." 

Another player you probably should avoid as a novice is the 
"lemon player." A " lemon player" doesn't want you to know his 
true "speed" and will play below his level of proficiency. This is 
also called " laying down," "dumping," "stealing" or being "on 
the lemon." He usually "stalls" for a "bigger bet" . He'll tell you 
that he wants to raise the "stakes" so he can "get even" (back to 
where he was when he came in ) and will probably want to 
"double up" (double the bet so he can do it quicker ). He has been 
"laying down" "for the cheese" and if you continue to play him at 
this point, " you have two chances: slim and none." 

Let 's say for instance that you're playing someone 9-ball for a 
"C-Note" and you're playing a "best 11 out of 21" "series ." Each 
time he scores 11 wins , that completes the "set," and you're 
"stuck" another $100. You might be, playing a $100 "freeze-out," 
in which case , the first person to win 10 "sets" is " up" a "G
Note," and everyone goes home. You just "went off" for a 
, grand" and if all the money you have left in your pockets is $200, 
then you down to your "case" "deuce." Now if you want to play 
him again (if you're a real masochist) , you 'll have to "get fresh" 
or " send home for more money." If you' re absolutely broke, 
that 's called " tapped," " tapped-out" "tap city" or just plain 
"went busted." Very unfortunate . 

However, if you should happen to win, you will be the victim 
of another phenomenon known as the "snap" . For example, 
you've just won a " bundle" and all of a sudden people (many of 
whom you may not even know) come running up and tell you all 
about how they haven't eaten for a couple of days or some other 
sob story. So you might "flip " them each a "sawbuck," and when 
you go to count up your winnings, it 's almost gone. You have just 
been "brutally snapped," but it 's all right , because you can turn 
around and "snap" someone else. 

There are many other situations that come up if you are not 
"sharp" enough to watch out for them. Your opponent can "make 
moves" intending to "psyche you out," so you won't perform as 
well. He might try to "shark" you by sneezing as you're about to 
"stroke" a crucial shot, or something like that. He might "hit you 
with an aerial attack" by playing with the beads on the "wire" 
while you aren't looking (also known as "taking a shot on the 
wire") . You might find yourself playing " three handed" 9-ball, a 
game in which you are "in the middle," also known as " two 
friends and a stranger. " You might meet up with a "short-stop" 
and a "kingpin" and not be able to tell which is which. These and 
many more things could happen if you are not familiar with the 
"moves" and the " lingo." 

The real test to see if you are well-dressed in the matter of 
speaking the " language" is to see if you can apply the pool ter
mino\oe'v to everyday situations . 

. For example, say you're standing in line at the bank, and all 
of the other lines are moving faster than yours . That 's just a "bad 
roll." You might be in a singles bar and notice a young man 
"making a move" on a young lady at the bar. What he 's really 
doing is just " playing position on her" .. . You could be trying to 
say "Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers," but your 
tongue might get "snookered" behind your teeth. You could "dog 
it" doing just about anything you can think ' of, and maybe 
because you're just "out of stroke." / 

If you want to start preparing for a career as a pro player, 
just start out gradually by beginning at least 50% of your senten
ces with expressions such as "Meantime .. . " or "But now .. . " 
or "Number one . . . " And don't forget to say " so who didn't know 
that?" as often as you can. 

If you study all of these things very carefully and can get 
them all down pat, it should be no tJme at all before you're run
ning a hundred balls, and don 't have much money ; a bona fide 
"PLA YER." 
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Puhka's,? 
Pool 
Prohlems 

Compiled and Edited by 
Palmer Byrd & Larry Miller 

This first problem was sent to us by James Buss of Sun
nyvale , California, and it 's one of the best we've ever seen. 

(1) A rope hangs over a pulley. On one eTld hangs a monkey 
and on the other end hangs a weight, equal to the monkey in 
weight. 

The combined age of the monkey and the monkey's mother is 
,4 years. 

The rope weighs 4 ounces per foot. 
The weight of the monkey is as many pounds as its mother is 

years old. 
The mother is twice as old now as the monkey was when the 

monkey was 1f2 as old as the monkey will be when the monkey is 3 
times as old as the monkey was. (Huh?) 

The sum in weight of the rope and the weight is 1/2 again as 
much as the difference between the weight of the weight and the 
weight of the weight plus the weight of the monkey. 

Got that? 
Okay ... How long is the rope? 

* * * 
(2) Mr. and Mrs. Adams, Mr. and Mrs. Brooks, and Mr. and 

Mrs. Cook were seated around a table as shown below. 
At the table: 
a . Exactly three people sat next to at least one snooker 

player. 
b. Exactly four people sat next to at least one billiard player. 
c. Exactly five people sat next to at least one straight pool 

player. . 
d. Six people sat next to at least one nine ball player. 
Of the kinds of games: . 
e. No two kinds of games were played by more than one per

son. 
£. One person played more kinds of games than each of the 

other persons . 
Of the people involved: 
g. Mr. and Mrs. Adams each played exactly one kind of 

game, though not the same kind. 
h. Mr. and Mrs. Brooks were both straight pool players . 
i. Mr. and Mrs. Cook were both nine ball players . 
j . More women than men were straight pool players. 
Who played more kinds of games than each of the other per

sons? 

* * * 
Problem 3 is an old classic that has been around for some 

time. In fact, a number of readers sent variations of it to us for 
(Continued on Page 20 ) 

gJIIIIII ... UMIIIllllUIUIIIIUWBIIUIIIIIUIllIIIllIllIlIllIllIIUUIllIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIUIIIUWII':': 

I . CUE TIPS I 
IBlack French Leatherl 
5 Hand Finished Long Lasting == 
i Full Money Back Guarantee ! 
i .$1.00 Each • Minimum Order of 5 Required i 
5 • 12mm • 13mm • 14mm· - 55 
§ - Dealer Inquiries Welcome - § 
§ • Yag Diamonds (Blue White) § 
§ $15.00 per Carat .. ~ 
§ • Australian Fire Opals - 5mm round § 

. ~ for inlays - $4.00 each • .• 
§ • Rough Polished Opals - I 
§ 100 Carats . - $20.00 • I ' 
I WIDE WORLD OF BILLIARDS I 
§ 3360 AINSWORTH COURT i 
i CINCINNATI, OHIO 45239 I 
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Caras on 
The Merv 
Griffin 
TV Show 
SKOKIE, Ill. - The popular 
"Merv Griffin Show", syn
dicated in some 92 TV 
markets, featured billiards on 
its Show No. 849, which. was 
seen around the country star
ting Thursday, June 12. 

Brunswick Advisory Staff 
champion Jimmy Caras spent 
about 15 minutes shooting 
"pool" on a Brunswick Gold 
Crown II table with guest host 
Shecky Greene. The I5-minute 
segment appeared in the last 
third of the "Merv Griffin 
Show" and was in about 80 of 
the 92 markets that carry the 
full 90 minutes on their 
stations. 

This was another of Brun
swick and Briarwood's public 
relations efforts to obtain ex
posure for the game, star 
pla ye rs and Brun s wick 
products on na t ionw ide 
television. 

Tom Jennings 
Tops in Family 
Billiards Toumey 

SCARBOROUGH - Tom shot position. Hubbart also 
Jennings, Edison, N.J., has scratched twice, but then ran 
taken a circuitous route to 94 balls for a 92-minus two 
Chicago and entry in the U.S. scoring bulge in the 150-point 
open pocket billiards cham- contest. 
pions hip. - , A run of 18 helped Jennings, 

The 24-year-old pool shark ' and when Hubbart missed an 
Monday returned from the easy shot by applying too much 
Family Billiards to the Garden English in a try for position, 
State as winner of a qualifying Jennings ran 76 more balls. 
event, one of two tests here Hubbart missed again, and 
good for berths in the 32-man Jennings quickly mopped up 
national title field. the well-scattered four balls 

Jennings defeated Larry required. 
Hubbart, Webster, N.Y., in the The 26 entrants comprised a 
finald Sunday night, 150-111. record qualifying field here. A 

A 5-0 r ecord Saturday second event is due here June 
enabled Jennings to rest while 27-29. 
other competitors were Mike Sigel, Webster, N.Y., 
peering over tables. Saturday night ran a record 150 

Lack of sleep didn 't seem to balls against Hubbart, but 
affect Hubbart 's game. Jen- Hubbart retaliated with a 
nings took two intentional 150-129 decision. Sigel ran 112 
scratches as he jockeyed for in the losing game. 

New Pocket-Mate Display 
(31 " x 27") 

features 3 carved and 3 standard 
pockets in all the colors. Order 
10 sets of 'pockets and you get 
the Display and 1 set of pockets 
at no extra charge. You save . 
10%1 (Display and one set ·of · 
pockets, when ordered singly is 
$29.50) . 

POCKET-MATE MAKES ANY 
TABLE LOOK BETTER 1 " . Many dealers are discover-
'ing that replacing old pock-

ets with Pocket
Mates and for ta
bles in stock results 
in faster sales of 
those tables and 
greater profits. . 

ORDER 
TODAY : 

11731 So. Austin Avenue. Worth, Illinois 60482 j~-
. Phone (312) 371 -0nO •••• 

eN' ,....c. 



\ Pap 18 

h 

OFFICERS 

P,esldent 
MICHAEL. R. GEIGER 

C"a,l .. W. Hause" Sons 
Unionville, Connecticut 06085 

Vice Pr •• it/en' 
THOMAS B. MARSH 

Srunswicle Corporation 
Skokie, Ill inois 60076 

Secretory-T ,eoaur., 
FREDERICK J. HERZOG, CAE 

Billla,d Cong,e .. 01 Ame,ica 

DIRECTORS 

KIM GANDY 
Macon Billia,d Supply Co. 

Macon, Geo,gia JJ 202 

JIM HAL.L. 
Fisc"e, Mig. Co. 

Div" Qu .. to, Corp. 
Co/ilerrolo, MI .. ou,1 6s0Ja 

RICHARD G. INGRAHAM 
Al&ony Blllla,d Ball Company 

""&ony, New Yo,k 12209 

JACK L.. PHILLIPS 
E&onite Corpo,ation 

Bllliord" Games Div, 
Miami L.ok .. , F/o,ldo JJOJ4 

DENNIS RUBER 
o " R Indust,ies, Inc.· 

L.lnca/nw_d, illinois 60645 

BIL.L. SIMIONE 
L.ouisville Billio,d Supply C ... 

L.oulsville, Kentucky 40207 

MANAGING DIRECTOR 
. FREDERICK J. HERZOG, CAE 

THE NATIONAL BILLIARD ~EWS 

o 

BILLIARD CONGRESS OF AMERICA 
717 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE • CHICAGO . ILLINOIS 60611 
SPONSORS OF THE UNITED STATES OPEN POCKET BILLIARDS CHAMPIONSHlPS : 

June 1975 

AREA CODE 312 

944 - 0246 

TO: ALL BCA 10TH ANNUAL U.S. OPEN QUALIFIED PLAYERS 

RE: REVISED DRESS CODE (APPLIES ONLY WHEN A PLA YER
CONTESTANT IS COM PETING IN AN OFFICIAL U. S . OPEN 
MATCH) 

Please be advised that a revi.sed Dress Code has been established 
and approved. It is as follows: 

MEN 

Suits or matching sport jackets and slacks with shirts and ties, or 
leisure sui.ts that are matching and/ ~r coordinated with an appropriate 
matching or coordinated sports shirt made specifically for leisure 
suit wear. (In the event the latter option is taken, no tie will be 
required). 

WOMEN 

Dresses, Culottes with Jackets, matched or coordinated pant suits 
or outfits, or coordinated separates. 

WARNING IN ADVANCE 

ALL PLAYERS ARE HEREBY PUT ON NOTICE THAT SHOULD 
THEY APPEAR OR BE SEEN NOT IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE 
ABOVE DRESS CODE DURING A NY OF THEIR COMPETITIVE 
MATCHES THEY CAN BE IMMEDIATELY DISQUALIFIED FROM 
ALL FURTHER MATCHES. ANY PLAYER SO DISQUALIFIED 
WILL NOT BE PAID THE N ORMAL MINIMUM GUARANTEE THAT 
BCA HAS BEEN PROVIDING FOR MANY YEARS. 

AT NO TIME WILL LEVIS, JEANS, TANK TOPS, T-SHIRTS, 
HALTER TOPS, DIRTY OR DISORGANIZED APPEARANCES -
BE TOLERATED DURING YOUR COMPETITIVE MATCHES. 

Publishers ofthe "OFFICIAL RULE BOOK" 
Governing body of sanctioned tournaments 

August, 1975 

u.s. OPEN CONTESTANTS 
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PRACTICE 
STRATEGIES 

. (Continued from Page 8) 
depends upon game analyses. Every poor shot must be 
evaluated for its effect. Was the ball poorly made or was the 
pocket missed altogether? 

If the shot was not expertly made, or at least was not on par 
with the general capabilities of the player, then the review of 
key factors should be made on the next shot - something is ob
viously wrong. Interestingly. what seems to be the reason for a 
poor shot may not be directly involved at all. The player may 
believe he has simply hit the ball wrong when actually the 
stroke or bridge is at fault. 

Aiming is a relative minor part of billiards and flows 
naturally .from a mastery of key factors. The Player must look 
for errors at this level. 

When a key factor has captured new elements into a cluster, 
the cluster of variables can be practiced as a whole . For in
stance, an improvement of the bridge allows better stroking and 
speed control. These factors can now be worked as a unit 
bridge, stroke, and speed control. Bit by bit the totality of the 
game is improved as the elements in the cluster are woven 
tightly together. At this point analysis should turn to different 
clusters in order to discover the weakest key factor . When 
discovered, this key factor can once again be studied, changed 
and used as a focal point to capture additional elements in the 
cluster . 

It is apparent then how billiards is learned. Little im
provement is made in various aspects until a key factor can be 
altered. When it is restructured several other related elements 
are improved immediately, or at least their weaknesses become 
apparent. Rapid strides follow until the multiple changes are 
optimally integrated. Finally, the cluster becomes stabilized 
and the search for weaknesses in key factors resumes . 

In summary, an avid student of billiards should expect 
periods of little improvement, followed by small explosions of 
gains, again followed by periods of little improvement. Spurts of 
gains are relatively infrequent and are spaced over longer 
periods as the player has to search harder and harder for 
weaknesses. 

Nevertheless, weaknesses in key facets are almost always 
there and they can be found if the player is willing to exert him
self at shot and cluster analysis. There is really no other way. 

~ 

Racine 
9-Bal' , 

(Continued from Page 6) 
Carter lose to Pawelski in the 
one-hole, that loss eliminating 
him from the action. 

In the third bracket , Jerry 
Jamieson and Mark Wilson 
(both Madison) tied with Bidot 
before . bowing out in the 
special playoff round. 

The #4 bracket advanced 
Corrao by virtue of an 8-6 win 
over Milwaukee 's Mike Alder
ton which meant the end of the 
line for him. 

'iDoctor Dan McCann' was 
again tournament director for 
Antler's bosses Dave Smaida 
and Harry Rehorst, and an
nounced that the room would 
hold a larger version of this 
popular one-day format for 
nine bailer in the fall. 

MOSCONI 
(Continued from Page 10) 

. . . 
'\ 4 ~ ~ 

,;;'19 

is too far from the rail to employ a basic bridge and maintain a 
proper stance . To solve this problem, use a mechanical bridge. 
Locate the bridge about eight inches behind the cue ball and. 
steady the handle against the table rail with your left hand. 
Resting the cue in the bridge slot , grip it at the end with two 
fingers above and thumb beIDw the shaft. 

By turning the mechanical bridge on its side, it also can be 
used similar to a vee bridge for shooting over an obstructing ball. 
In either type shot the cue may jump out of the mechanical bridge 
if a smooth stroke is not used. 

Use a rail bridge wheil the cue ball is too clQse to the table's 
edge to use a basic bridge. Steady the cue on rail with the thumb 
and second finger on one side and forefinger on the other. 



CAPITAL ·CITY OPEN 
(Continued from Page 1) 

seven straight wins, jumped on 
Domzalski from the start and 
never relinquished the lead, 
winning handily, 125-47. 

But, as the name implies, 
you have to be beaten twice to 
be eliminated (where have we 
heard that before?), and both 
men had but one loss apiece . 

The second game was vir
tually a replay of the first , as 
Domzalski just couldn't seem 
to get rolling and Spencer kept 

putting them away. Mark Bielfuss finished 5th, 
Final Score ... Spencer 125, DiLiberto 6th, and Marshall 

Domzalski, 66. Boelter and Paul Brienza 7th 
So the last U.S. Open berth . and 8th. 

for 1975 went to Tom Spencer -
who also earned $200 for his It, was a f.un .three days and 
first place finish. Henry Dom- Joe ~ hospItahty was most 
zalski earned $125 as run- grac}(~us. And a.s so~n as the 
ner-up, Willie Munson received. Open IS over, act.lOn .wIlI ret~rn 
$75 for third and Bill Stigall to th~ yelvet RaIl WIth the first 
took home $50 for fourth. QualIfIer . for 1976, the Labor 

The $50 Hi Run award went Day Open, slated for August 30 , 
to Danny DiLiberto for his 104 through September 1. 
and out. Joe doesn't get much rest. 

"lst Annual 

HALL OF FAM 's 
4SWEATE S' 

$2,400.00 
CASH 
PRIZES 

9 
8All ti 

BEST OF 
/ 

21 
GAMES 

STARTS FRIDA Y i 

rHflU SEPr. 
SEPT. 5tft 
7tft 

Double Elimination 

One-Foul • • Bailin Hand 
Deadline -Midnite, Thurs., Sept. 4th 

Entry Fee - $75.00 

1st 
2nd 

.$800.00 
$600.00 

3rd 
4th 

. Prizes 

$500.00 
$300.00 

5th 
. 6th 

$100.00 
$100.,00 

Based on 32 Players Accepting Up to 64 Players 

Prize Money Will Vary Accordingly 

r-------------------------~ .---------------------------- ..... Equipment 

4Y2X9 Brunswick 
Gold Crowns 

Hotel Arrangement 

Ramada Inn 
Mention ,Hal,1 of Fame 

Tournamellt 

i Send Check or 
: Money Order to 
I 

I Bill or Jim Lievense 

Hall of Fame 
Billiards 

2510 S. Cedar St. 
Lansing, Mich. 48910 
hone 1-517-487-4578 

August, f~7S 

VE·NZKE'S 
VIEW 

(Continued from Page 6) 
the past few I've had to admit that I honestly didn 't"believe all my 
ow argument anymore . . 

I've seen too m~ny nice guys who didn't finish last ... too often 
I've been more impressed with the grace of a game's loser that 
that of the winner ... and I've begun to realize that life (and even 
billiards) is far more than any game, title , or tournament. . 

Maybe that 's a rationalization, too .. . the rationalization of a 
loser. I don't know, but I sure hope not. There shouldn't need to be 
any rationalization for being a gentleman in victory or defeat. 

Now, lest anyone think that this is all a blast at Willie 
Mosconi, forget it: Put away the poison pens and the skull and 
crossbones stationery ; don't bother to write. After all most of the 
publicity and reputation that Willie got was magnified 5 times 
over because of his greatness and prominence. 

And so if the Mosconi I saw in Milwaukee is indeed the New 
Willie, it 's the greatest news this Mosconi lover could hear. 

Because all along I've known that Willie Mosconi was the 
greatest to come down the pike. 

And now he appears to be perfect. 
That's my view from the bleachers.' Please join me again 

next month ... 1'11 save you a seat. 

••••• 
PUHKA'S 

PROBLEMS 
(Continued from Page 17) 

this column. So, here it is. 
(3) You have twelve billiard balls, all identical looking, one 

of which is either heavier or lighter than the rest. 
The only scale available to you is a simple balance scale . 
Using the scale only three times, find the billiard ball that is 

off weight and determine whether it is heavier or lighter. 

* * * 
This last little riddle was submitted to us by William Prout of 

North Canton, Ohio, who composed the poem, adapting it from a 
19th century poem. 

Ten weary billiard players, 
all in a woeful plight, 
sought shelter at a roadway inn 
one dark and stormy night. 
"Nine rooms, no more," the landlord said, 
"Have I to offer you. 
To each of eight a single bed, 
But the ninth must serve for two." 
A din arose. The troubled host 
Could only scratch his head, 
for of those tired men no two 
would occupy one bed. 
The puzzled host was soon at ease
He was a clever man-
And so to please his guests devised 
This most ingenious plan. 
In room marked A two men were placed, 
The third was lodged in B. 
The fourth to C was then assigned, 
The fifth retired to D. 
In E the sixth he tucked away. 
In F the seventh man. 
The eighth and ninth in G and H. 
and then to A he ran. 
Wherein the host . as I have said. 
Had laid two tra\'elers by: 
Then taking one - the tenth and last
He lodged him safe in I. 
Nine single rooms - a room for each
were made to serve for ten; 
And this it is that puzzles me 
and many wiser men. 

* * * 
We'd like to take this opportunity to thank all of you who ha\-e 

submitted answers to our problems. We're sorry ilia we can' an
swer each letter individually. but the volume of mail makes tha 
an impossible task. 

Beginning next month, Puhka 's Pool Problems 'Will revert to 
the types of puzzles published in our first two columns, as your 
letters indicate that you prefer these to the logic problems we 
have been running. We will continue to throw in a logic problem 
of two for those of you who are as nuts about them as we are, and 
we hope we can provide a variety of puzzles to please everyone. 



August, 1975 THE NATIONAL BILLIARD NEWS_ 

Wisconsin 
Tourney 

Tournament Time 
(Continued from Page 15) 

ahead in the race to total prize 
money. Even in her winning 
cause we discovered Jean was 
in fact human and did show 
some emotion when she missed 
(she couldn't believe it) , and 
let out a low whistle. 

Geraldine Titcomb was 
playing very well but couldn't 
beat the strings of runs moun
ted by Balukas, and had to set
tle for the open berth- and 
second place money. 

Bruce Venzke (Tournament 
Director) ran as smooth a tour
nament as we have seen, get
ting started with a few delays. 
It ran like a well oiled 
machine. 

Gary Engleburt did a fan
tastic job of getting the 
referees and scorekeepers 
ready to handle the tour
nament. 

Owner Jim Stott assured me 
he would be back with both a 
men's and women's qualifier. 
It should be one of the coming 
year's highlights. 

• 
•• • 

Aug. 4 thru 9 

August 13-Sept. 1 

Aug. 16-17 

Aug. 19-20-21-22 

Aug. 22-23-24 

Aug. 29-30-31 

Aug. 30-Sept. 1 

B.C.A. U.S. Open 
Sheraton Chicago Hotel 
Chicago, Illinois 

International Snooker Championships 
Canadian National Exhibition 
Write: Terry Haddock 
1872 Kennedy Road 
Scarborough, Ontario, Canada 

Silver Que Open 3-Cushion) ABA 
411 E. Front Street 
Monroe, Michigan 

9 Ball Tournament 
Le Cue Billiards 
c/o Alyne Underhill 
1104 Rusk 
Houston Texas 
713-225-3392 -

4th Annual Pacific Coast Open 
(3-f.:ushion ABA 
Tiff Pa}ne' . . Hollywood Billiards 
11130 Magnolia Ave. ' 
North Hollywood Cal. 91601 

West Coast Invitational 
(3-Cushion ABA 
Tiff Payne s . Hollywood Billiards 
11130 Magnolia Ave. 
North Hollywood, Cal. 91601 

Labor Day Open 
1976 U.S. Open Qualifier 
Velvet Rail Billiards 
2004 N. Larch 
Lansing, Mich. 

Sept. 5-7 

Sept. 5 thru 7 

Sept. 20-21 

Sept. 22-30 

Sept: 24-Oct. 12 

Oct. 4-5 

October 20-21 

October 
(date to be 
announced) 

November 

Rockhill Open 
3-Cushion Tournament 
Rockhill Billiards 
4637 A Troost 
Kal}sas City, Mo . . 

9 Ball 
1st Annual Sweaters Tournament 
Hall of Fame Billiards 
2610 S. Cedar 
Lansing, Michigan 

Monroe Open (3-Cushion) ABA 
Silver Que 
411 E. Front St. 
Monroe, Michigan 

World's 3-Cushion Tournament 
La Paz, Bolivia 
South America 
Eastern Open Billiard Classic 
Nine Ball • One Pocket • Straight Pool 
Jack & Jill Cue Club 
2707 S. Wakefield St. 
Arlington, Virginia 

Decatur Open (3-Cushion) ABA 
Tozer'S Arcade 
Decatur, Illinois 

Women's U.S. Open Qualifier 
Velvet Rail Billiards 
2004 N. Larch 
Lansing, Mich. 

State and Madison Open 
(3-Cushion) ABA 
State and Madison Recreation 
Rockford, Ill. 

Rockford Open (3-Cushion) ABA 
State and Madison Recreation ' 
Rockford, Ill . 

JACK & JILL CUE CLUBS 
PRESENT 

2 MAJOR TOURNAMENTS 

. EASTERN OPEN 
BILLIARD CLASSIC 

SEPT. 24th thru OCT. 12th, 1975 
• 9 BALL • ONE POCKET • STRAIGHT POOL • 

- DOUBLE ELIMINATION -

$13,000.00 IN PRIZE MONEY 
PRIZE FUND BASED ON 

32 ENTRIES IN EACH DIVISION 
- OPEN TO EVERYONE -

1976 U.S. MA·STERS 
BILLIARD CLASSIC 

MARCH. 20th THRU APRIL 8th, 1976 
• 9 BALL·· ONE POCKET • STRAIGHT POOL • 

- DOUBLE ELIMINATION ~ 
$13,000.00 IN PRIZE MONEY 

PRIZE FUND BASED ON 
32 ENTRIES IN EACH DIVISION 
- OPEN TO EVERYONE -

BILL "WEENIE BEENIE" STATON 2707 S. WAKEFIELD ST. 
OR • INFORMATION • ARLINGTON, VA. 

CHARLES DEVALLIERE' (703) 931-9743 

~----~~~--------------------------------------------------~.~ 
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'The greatest player ever 
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POOL TIME GOES 
COMPUTERIZED 

IIIHMANN , , 
I 

(Continued from Page 10) 
runner-up Munson, Lehmann 
took an early 94-25 lead on the 
strength of 34 and 38 qall runs. 
Munson made a strong effort to 
get into the game with,a 39 ball 
run, but froze to a ball on-the 
break shot. Lehmann moved to 
120 in the next inning and went 
out in the following inn~ng . 

defeating Hal Guilbeault 
125-102, Arthur Marrier 125-69, 
Bill Hodgkins 125-73, Arthur 
Scanlon 125-103, and Richard 
Lane 125-103. Munson and Her
ring met again in the finals of 
the losers ' bracket for the right 
to meet Lehmann, with Mun
son winning 125-47. (Continued from Page 8) 

~. No 'rounding' down or up 
can take place. 

3. Customers can see at 
any time the amount they owe 
and can quit playing when they 
can see they can 't afford to 
continue. This is an important 
advantage as younger 
customers with limited funds 
will tend to quit early rather 
than be embarrassed by not 
having sufficient fUI'tds. The 
computer should be placed in 
full view of the customer. 

4. Customers do not have to 
wait to know what they have to 
pay. If the operator is busy at 
the moment they have time to 
sort out as to who pays what. 

5. Fewer arguments from 
customers as they as well as 
the operator know what they 
have to pay. 

6. Ease of operation. No 
special training in calculating 
hours or minutes and chart 
reading is required. Just push 
a button. 

7. Fulfills moral obligation 
to employees to eliminate ob
vious temptation to steal. 

THE WORLD 
FAMOUS 
GANDY'S 
BIG "G" 

8. Full cash control, receipts 
are recorded as earned. 

9. Visual control through ob
servation of counter lights. 

10. In a large operation the 
computer can effectively 
reduce requirements for staff. 

11 . The owner can spend 
more time on promoting the 
sport, bringing in more cash, 
rather than spending most of 
his time on worrying about the 
cash he has brought in. 

The only obvious disadvan
tage of the computer is its 
inability to calculate the 
charge for more than 5 players 
as there are only 4 player but
tons on each machine. As these 
buttons are pre-set for 2, 3, 4, 
and 5 players there is no 
provision for additional 
players. This is not a serious 
disadvantage as the number of 
times 6 or more players play at 
one time on a table is usually 
not significant. 

Computers for a 15-table 
operation with light control run 
in the area of $5,000.00, or if 
amortized over a period of 10 
years, $500.00 per year. This · 
means that 6 months of 
eliminating honest mistakes 

and rounding would have paid 
for the computer cost. The 
amount of loss rising from lack 
of control amounts to about 
$5.35 per shift. Of course, each 
billiard room is quite different; 
some experience very little 
theft while others have con
tinual problems. Be assured 
that over $5.00 per shift is not 
out of line. 

Other areas of tangible 
savings are: management con
centrat ion on sales and 
promotion rather than conser
ving receipts ; positive con
sumer reaction and accep
tance ; reduction in ne\\ em
ployee training ime ; and 
reduc tion i n staff 
requirements. :\10st important 

. of these is managerial concen
tration on promotion and sales 
rather than cash receip s . 

From the preceding. you can 
understand that the initial 
computer cost of 5.000.00 
would be recovered "ithin 2 
years. It would be easy to 
prove that operators in the U.S. 
and Canada with .computers 
appear quite satisfied with this 
completely controlled method 
of money handling. 

Third place went to New 
York 's Earl Herring. After an 
open round 125-72 loss to Mun
son, Herring moved ; to the 
finals of the losers ' bracket by 

High run in the tournament 
went to Maryland's Richard 
Riggie when he ran 104 against 
Las Vegas' Ric~ard Ambrose 
enroute to a 125-28 victory in a 
four inning game. 

Guest Editorial 
(Continued from Page 2) 

referees and scorekeep¢rs; they don't alibi poor play with bitches 
about balls, cloth, lights" humidity, refs, cushions or whatever ; in 
short , they are cooperative, understanding and appreciative . 

Best of all, and the most encouraging good omen on the 
horizon, is that the quality of women's play is steadily improving. 

Virtually every tournament now sees several runs in the 
30's , and 40 was nudged a couple of time this year. That kind of 
pool is more than just tolerable to watch .. .it is , in fact , quite en
joyable. Now let's get that news out to the eye baIlers so they 'll 
start attending the women's tournaments! 

And if they do, I predict that within 2-3 years we'll all be 
seeing the 50 barrier being broken by these women. And that will 
do the cause of women's pocket billiards nothing but good. 

Long journeys always start with small steps, and Qur women 
players are in the midst of some nice steps forward right now. It 
could be the start of something big. 

They've already got their" share of class ... I hope that the b!K::...... 
ger rewards eventually come as well. 

G L THE WAY 
w,Wt GANDY'S CHAMPION 

LINE OF BILLIARDS 

NATIONAL TOURNAMENT 
CHALK 

GANDY9S ~ HI S9 INC. 
ROY GANDY and KIM GANDY 

510 11th St. / P.O. Box 533 / (912) 745-7621 
Macon, Georgia 31202 '-. 
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'PA I # I I LWAU'KEE. 
MILWAUKEE IS #1 IN BEER. 
Milwaukee. Beer capital of the world. Where more great beers are 
brewed than anywhere else on earth. And where Pabst Blue Ribbon is 
the overwhelming favorite, outselling its nearest competitor nearly five 
to one. So take the Pabst Challenge. Taste and compare the flavor of 
Blue Ribbon with what you're drinking and see for yourself why it's 
the #1 beer in the #1 beer city in the world. 

, . 

August, 1975 

Pabst. Since 1844. The quality has always come through. 
©Copyright 1975. PABST BREWING COMPANY Milwaukee, Wis., Peoria Heights, III., Newark, N.J., Los Angeles, Calif., Pabst: Georgia. 
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