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R'ed Jones Takes the Game. to the Public 

VOL. 4 NO.1 

Down in st. Petersburg, 
Florida th~te is one of the 
most unique (maybe the first 
of its kind ) pool playing 
groups to come to our a t
tention . 

The "Pasadena Cue-Ettes" 
is an exhibition team of five 
young ladies , ranging in age 
from 14 to 21. For the last 
several months they have 
been amazing pool playing 
veterans , as well as making 
new converts for the game, 
with their exhibitions of some 
50 fancy , trick, and novelty 

shots. In developing their 
repetoire of shots ' they have 
been privileged to have had 
ins tructions from some of the 
best known names in pool. To 
name a couple, Steve Mizerak 
Senior who flew down from 
New Jersey and worked with 
them for two weeks, and Don 
Willis (who doesn't know 
him) who graciously spent a 
lot of time with them on a 
visit to Florida. 

The Cue-Ettes" are the 
brain child of Red Jones who 
opera tes the Pasadena 

Puhka Sez: 

WHEN YOU BET IT SLOW 

YOU'VE GOT TO GO 

WHEN YOU BUY IT FAST 

YOU NEVER LAST 

YOU CAN ONLY MAKE FORTUNE & FAME 

WHEN YOU HA VE MADE A GOOD GAME 

MARCH, 19] 6 

Family Billiard Lounge and 
supply business in the 

Pasadena Shopping Center in 
St. Petersburg. Red has been 
associated with pool for over 
40 years 1,lS a player, room 
opera tor , and table 
distributor. He is also a BCA 
registered instructor and 
referee. One might say he is 
something of a "pool nut" in 
that he is always coming up 

\ with some type of new 
promotion for pool. When he 
opened the Pasadena Billiard 
Lounge in 1969 he veered 
away from numbering the 16 
Gandy Hustlers installed and 
named the tables after some 
of the states in the union since 
St. Pete attracted so many 
tourists each year. Now , 
since this is the bicentennial 
year, he has remodeled the 
room in red, white and blue, 
and renamed the tables after 
the 13 original states with the 
14th, 15th and 16th being the 
last two states entering the 
union and Florida respec
tively . 

The "Cue-Ettes" also carry 
out the bicentennial motif in 
the two costumes they wear. 

-
One is a red, white and blue 
slack suit with the flag 
displayed on the left side of 
the vest. The other is a blue 
and white jump suit with the 
bicentennial emblem of the 
liberty bell on the back of the 
jacket. Their cues and cue 
cases were especially 
designed and crafted by the 
Palmer Corp. 

The primary objective of 
the Cue-Ettes is twofold; 
first, to promote the game of 
pool and second, to entertain 
the public. There is no charge 
for their exhibitions (except 
travel expense) and they 
receive no personal 
renumeration. They are 
jointly sponsored by the 
Pasadena Billiard Lounge 
and the Pasadena Shopping 
Center Merchants 
Association. 

They have played 
exhibitions for various city
county-state recreation 
departments, colleges, 
fraternal orders , veterans 
organiza tions, condominium 
complexes, public billiard 
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rooms, and charity benefits 
all over the west coast of 
Florida . They were recently 
fea tured before the finals of 
the Southeastern Nine Ball 
tournament held in Tampa 
and are scheduled to appear 
on two television shows in St. 
Petersburg in the near future . 

Their reputation is growing 
and so are requests for their 
appearance. Their scrap book 
reflects nothing but praise for 
their expertise at the pool 
table and the ladylike manner 
with which they conduc t 
themselves . 

Members of the team are 
Dawn Marie Loose 14, student 
at Boca Cuga High School ; 
Lita Weingart 16, student at 
Dixie Hollins High School and 
a member of the National 
Honor Society academically ; 
Judy Curtis 17, associated 
with her mother in the 
opera tion of Caldwells 
Restaurant on St. Pete 
Beach; Cindy Prosser 20, 
with ,McDonald's Golden 
Arches; and Vickie Andrews, 

• 21, ca§hier at Publix Markets. 
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Gentlemen, 
As a member of the Billiard 

Congress of America it was 
my pleasure to nominate Mr. 
Jimmy Caras for entry into 
the Hall of Fame. I believe 
Jimmy has really given his ' 
heart and soul to the game for 
nearly sixty years and is 
deserving of such a high 
honor. 

Among his accomplish
ments are : 

1. World 's Pocket Billiard 
Championship (5 times) 

2. National Invitational 
Pocket Billiards Champion
ship. 

3. Co-holder with Willie 
Mosconi of world's high run of 
127 during tournament play. 

4. Author of " Trick and 
Fancy Shots" in Pocket 
Billiards. 

5. Countless exhibitions 
and TV appearances to pro
mote the game. 

Jimmy is currently em
ployed by Brunswick Corp. as 
a consultant. In this capacity, 
he perfor ms numerous 
exhi bit ions , promo ting 
billiards in universities, boys' 
clubs , and dealerships 
throughout the world. 

As a Hall of Farner, Jimmy 
can serve as a fine example to 
others throughout the indus
try and to the many millions 
of players . This is one man 
whose d~dication to the game 
is surely unsurpassed. 

Sincerely, 
S. HECKMEYER, 

Marketing Services Mgr. 
Briarwood Div. 

Brunswick Corp. 

Mr. Heckmeyer, 
We are in full agreement 

with you on the nomination of 
Jimmy Caras to the BCA Hall 
of Fame. We feel that not only 
Caras but Irving Crane and 
Luther Lassiter should also 
be considered. 

Jimmy Caras has one 
quality that is not mentioned 
in your letter and that is an 
undying enthusiasm for the 
game and the wish to share 
tha t feeling with other 
players . We have seen Caras 
perform in large billiard 
rooms , dealerships and in 
schools and he is never put 
out at any questions from the 
audie nce . He inevitably 
coaches anyone who asks for 
help and his exhibitions are 
very entertaining. , 

So for skill, enthusiasm, 
promotion, exposure and a 
constant contribution to the 
growth of the game, J immy 
Caras should be recognized. 

He should be honored now 
and not after he is gone and 
the same goes for Crane and 

,Lassiter. Billiards needs all 

GUEST 
EDITORIAL 

by D. SILVA FAHKS 

Last month I was privileged to put forth a list of infor
mational points that every tournament director sh?ul~ inclu~e 
on his promotional flyer and-or entry blank. In a SImIlar. v~m, 
I'd like to comment on another aspect of U.S. Open quahfymg 
tournaments . 

I find it difficult to stomach these Open qualifying tourllJl
ments where the promoter'with a total prize fund of we.ll un.der 
$2000 gives $1,000 of it to first place in a blatant and IllogICal 
m~ve to ha ve the tournament classified as Major . Why do they 
do it? Several probable reasons come to mind: . 

1) Every promoter likes to be able to say that hIS tourna-
ment was a Major. That feeds his ego. . .. 

2) The sanction fee is $500 for a non-maJor ; It IS only $250 
for a Major . That saves $250 for him. 

3) Anyone can play in an open Major, whereas in a non
major, players already qualified for the n~xt Open are ba:red 
from competing. So being Major can result in a stron~er flel?, 
with hopefully more qualified "name" players commg; thIS 
hypes up the gate. . 

Now there's nothing really wrong WIth any of those 
reasons per se. The catch often comes becau~e the o~l~ special 
requirements for a tournament to be a Major quahfler are : 
(1) if not invitational, it must be open to everyone ; (2) the 
prize money must be guaranteed; and (3) first prize must be , 
at least $1,000. . 

As you can see , nothing is stated about any other prIzes or 
the total cash prizes . 

Thus you will occasionally see tournaments pr.ou?ly 
proclaiming themselves as "Major U.S. Open Quahfymg 
Events with $1,000 Cash First Prize. " Fine. So far so good . 

Too often , however, that is where the tournament stops 
being Major in any real sense. Because second prize might be 
$200-$300, third prize might be $100-200, and there may not even 
be a 4th prize. How would you like to travel, pay a $75-$1.00 
entry fee, spend 2-3 days playing the likes of Rempe, ~alsls, 
Mizerak Crane West, Margo, etc ., come in 5th or 6th let s say, 
and get ~othing'. (Of course, if enough Open-quali~ied players 
show up, you might even finish 7th or 8th and back mto .the U.S. 
Open berth - perhaps even on ball-count! ~ Isn 't that DIce? 

Even nicer is the thought of playmg all those stars , 
clawing your way into the final match (let's pick a naI?e a~d 
say it 's against Richie Florence) only to lose the champIOnshIp 
game by 2 balls. He gets the Open berth and $1 ,000; you net out 
$215 winner ,. before expenses . Beautiful. 

Any tournament should pay cash prizes to at least the top 
1f4 of its field; 1st through 6th if a 24-man field, 1st through 8th 
if there are 32 players, etc. And those prizes should relate 
sensibly to the first prize and entry fee. That is especially true 
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You can see Viking 's 
all new line of 
custom-made cues 
by sendin9 this COUP)l!to: 
Viking Cue. Mfg. Inc. 
Dep~rt!TIent BN 
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HE WH.O MAKES THE NINE 

By Rusty Ford 
, 

Bill Stigall Covers Dixie 
-me The Dew. •• 

WINS. • • 
Reading left to right: Mike Sigel, 21-
year-old (Captain Hook> out of 
Rochester, N.Y. , one of the world's 
strongest left-handed nine-ball players 
defeated St. Louis "Louie" Roberts 11-4, 
11-8, to win the Fourth Annual South
eastern Championship. 

Louie Roberts discussing the players' 
drawing with Bill Stigall, tournament 
director , before Roberts won the 
Orlando Open. 

Larry Hubbert 1975 National Nine-Ball 
Champion, one of the new breed of well 
dressed, clean cut pool players, warms 
up before tournament play. 

It was only back in 
November that the promoters 
of the $25,000 World Nine-Ball 
Championship, at Burlington, 
Iowa, caUed Bill Stigall in to 
put up the know-how of 
running a world-wide pool 
tournament. Needless to say, 
it was a smashing success 
ahll" proved "How ·one -of the 

game's own players can 
supervise such a major event. 

Stigall is an entrepreneur, 
the "Bill Veek" of the Billiard 
World. Known as the New ! 
Improved! (taken from the 
soap-operas ) tournament 
salesman , Bill peddles 
"enjoyment" as he once did 
his -own ·contracting business; -

and is having no trouble 
improving the 9-ball game's 
image. 

But if the game was in good 
hands before, it is now 
positively booming with 9-ball 
classics in Tampa, Orlando, 
Fort Lauderdale and Miami, 
Florida . All under the 
serutiny of-Bill-8tigall -:- - - . 

"The South shall rise 
again! " are the words of 
Charley Ro~ertson, manager 
of Robertson Billiard Supply, 
Tampa, Florida. "We've got 
to ballyhoo the pageantry. 
We've got to sell the spectacle 

Continued on Page ,5 
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Venzke's 
View from 

the 
Bleachers 
By BRUCE VENZKE 

Puhka is the resident poet of the Billiard News staff and 
generally lays a few lines of verse on you each month. 

It is now my turn. And I'll shortly present a couple of my 
poems with humble apologies to the Puhk. 

First, though , I'd like to invite all you readers to par
ticipate in our 1st Annual PoorPoetry Contest. It works like 
this: 

Write your own original poem related to , or basically 
about , pool or billiards, the game's people, rules, romance, or 
whatever. Send it to me no later than April 30, 1976. A panel of 
eminent scholars (?) will choose the best of the poems for 
publication in a subsequent issue of the Billiard News. In 
addition, the poet whose work is judged as best will receive a 
free I-year subscription to the News. 

So sharpen your pencils and send us the verse , we'll print 
all the best and Puhka the worst. 

(See how easy itis? ) Here are the rules : 
1. Entries must be typed or clearly printed. 
2. Poems must be rhymed; no free verse . 
3. Poems must be received no later than April 30, 1976. 

Send your entries to: Bruce Venzke, 17901 W. Rogers Drive, 
New Berlin, Wis. 53151. Now, to get you in the mood, here are 
my modest examples . 

Enter the Contest Poem 

The words can be short, so it's easy to rhyme 
And you can put all kinds of extra syllables (if you want) into a 

line. 
So give it a whirl , for better or worse 
We eagerly wait to read your verse. 

+++++ 

My Rude Awakening 

He quietly came upon the scene, 
and shot so good, it was obscene. 
Cool and young (they called him " The Kid" ) 
They said: " He shoots like Greenleaf did! " 

His eyes were clear , sharp as tacks, 
he found shots in all the racks. 
And was he strong - he's hit his stride 
about the time you thought you'd died. 

His stroke was smooth as polished sla te, 
his bridge as strong as Golden Gate. 
His touch was sure , yet soft and easy ; 
he took two shots, your nerves got queasy. 

He shot with guts " down to the floor," 
, and last played safe in '44. 
Fear and caution weren't his foes ; 
he 'd punch Ali in the nose ! 

He shot with verve, with schmaltz, with flare ; 
whenever he played, the girls were there. 

Continued on Page 18 
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Sigel Wins • In Florida· 
By Bill Stigall 

I want to start by saying, 
don't tell me that if you give 
the players more tour
naments, that you will get 
more players . I have heard 
this for the five years that I 
have been playing and 
promoting tournaments. 

F.i.ve (5) Tournaments: 
SOUTHEASTERN OPEN 

$4000.00 
ORLANDO OPEN $4000.00 
SUNSHINE STATE OPEN 

$2250.00 
GREATER MIAMI OPEN 

$3500.00 
SOUTH FLORIDA OPEN 

$3500.00 
TOTAL $17250.00 

That total should be enough 
to draw players . Well it 
didn't. I didn 't get a full field 
with all the money guaran
teed. Along with the tour
nament, a meeting of the 
newly formed Professional 
Pool Players Association 
(P .P.P .A.) was held. As usual 
the players that have done 
nothing for the game talked 
the most. When a suggestion 
was made that the players 
pay a membership fee, one 
such player (which this is his 
first tournament) said he 
would pay 32 players entree 
fees, if they were put in a 
bank where they would be 
safe. I just gave away 32 
entree fees whether there 
were 32 players or not. -

I am still working on the 
organization and will report 
more later. 

The tournament started on 
Sunday with an exhibition of 
trick and fancy shots, at 3: 00 
and 8 :00. Meucci cues were 
on hand displaying a fine 
selection of cues. Such people 

as Don Willis, ~Best Unknown 
Player ) , Marcell Camp 
(World Snooker Champion), 
and several other old timers 
were on hand for the action, 

Steven Cook 1974 Champion 
and Bill Stigall, defending 
Champion and promoter , 
drew each other into the first 
round with Cook winning 11-9. 
Stigall also lost the third 
round to stop any repeat. 
Cook finished third behind 
Louie Roberts and hot 
shooting Mike Sigel. Larry 
Hubbard was fourth. 

With Sigel getting beaten 
by Florida champ Danny 
DiLiberto (11-4) he had his 
work cut out. He came back 
strong by beating Cook (11-3). 
Cook never missed a ball. 
Sigel went on to meet Louie 
Roberts in the finals. 

The specta tors were in for a 
special trea t. Red Jones of 
Pasedena Billiards had his 
five Cue-ettes on hand to put 
on a show. Each girl per
formed four or five trick or 
fancy shots. It was enjoyed by 
everyone and you can expect 
to hear more from Red's 
Pas eden a Cue-ettes. 

- Thank you, Red-
In the finals, Mike con

tinued his hot shooting by 
downing St. Louis Louie (11-
7) and (11-5) to take home the 
$1800.00 first place. Louie had . 
to settle for second and 
$900 .00. Cook got $450.00 for 
his third and Hubbard 
received $250.00"" for his 
fourth. 

The action was tremendous 
with play going on 24 hours a 
day in one of the south's 
biggest and best pool rooms. 

Mr. Baker was his usual 
self, bending over backwards 
for the players. The 
restaurant was kept open 24 

hours as well as the pool 
room . Holiday Inn came 
through with low, low rates, 
at $16 .00 in the Florida 
wintertime. 

The tournament was a 
dynamite success and will be 
held next year, January 17-25, 
1977. I hope other promoters 
will read this and not 
schedule a tournament on 
these dates . 

ON TO ORLANDO, 
W. D. <Bill) Stigall 

SOUTHEASTERN OPEN 
(Tournament Director-

W. D. Stigall) 
January 18-25, 1976 

1. Mike Sigel $1800. 
2. Louie Roberts $900. 
3. Steve Cook $450. 
4. Larry Hubbard $250, 
5. Danny DiLiberto $175. 
6. Norm Webber $175. 
7. Benny Conway $125. 
8. Butch McEniry $125. 

ORLANDO OPEN 
(Tournament Director

W. D. Stigall) 
January 28-Feb. 1, 1976 

1. Louie Roberts $1250. 
2. Bill Stigall $600. 
3. Bob Ogborne $400. 
4. Mike Sigel $250. 

SUNSHINE STATE OPEN 
February 4-8, 1976 

1. Larry Lisciotti $1000. 
2. Richie Ambrose $500. 
3. Danny DiLiberto $250. 
4. Larry Parsley $125. 

GREATER MIAMI OPEN 
_ (Tournarpent Director

W. D. Stigall) 
February 9-15,1976 

1. Mike Sigel $2000. 
2. Jon Guffey $800. 
3. LE>uie Roberts $400. 
4. Bill Stigall - $300. 

SOUTH FLORIDA OPEN 
(Tournament Director

W. D. Stigall) 
February 17~22, 1976 
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BULL 
SHOTS 

by BOB MULLE 
E ecu rive Editor 

Lift the stigma from the 
game. P ool and billiards are 
coming back. );"ow that is a 
bull shot like no other . Our 
game is the third most 
popular public par ticipation 
sport in this country and 
second most popular world 
wide. Over 60 million people 
play pool and they spend a 
great deal of money while 
they are a t play. This is a big 
industry only in volume done, 
not in thinking. 

A number of the manu
facturers have suffered very 
poor profit periods for the 
past two years . They can 
rationalize this loss any way 
they choose and most cor
porate executives have a 
tendency to place the blame 
anywhere else except at 
home where it belongs. 
Volume of table sales has 
risen for the last five years 
but both dealers and 
manufacturers have lost 
money and this must indicate 
something is wrong. The 
error of their ways and the 
ultimate correction of same 
does not lie in pulling in the 
piggy bank and cutting off 
star players from the payroll , 
eliminating wQatever small 
promotional activity exists 
and generally passing the 
buck of responsiblity to what
ever catch-all can handle it. 

One of the few companies to 
remain "well" through all 
this has been Gandy In~us
tries. Kim and Roy Gandy 
may have found "Shang-ri
la" but their secret is really 
not a secret. They produce a 
good product, as do most of 
the others , but they aid and 
assist in promoting the game 
whenever possible. Now that 
Kim Gandy is the new head of 
BCA we are hoping that his 
mind will be 'open as it always 
has been for some revamping 
of the BCA V. S. Open format. 

We can visualize four 
r eg ion a l tournaments 
culminating in a large bang 
up billiard bash that will 
include all forms of the game. 

This new idea has been 

e 4 &20 $ c sa 5 
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kicking around for about 10 
years. We can sa isfy the 
traditionali s ts and ha e 
straight pool but the 'game" 
must become competitive for 
the enter tainment dollar and 
TV. 9 Ball and 8 Ball must be 
the answer . 

Vse a little imagination 
now and think about a V.S. 
Open being played in a dif
ferent major ur ban area 
every year. The BCA brain 
trust could lay down the guide 
lines under which the contests 
can be run and bids could be 
accepted from areas in which 
the Open can be held. I 
believe that all that could be 
expected from BCA would be 
the supplying of Conrad 
Burkman and Bob Froeschle 
to supervise the activities. 
Financial support for the 
tournaments could be under
written by BCA within limits 
of the budget allowed and the 
promoters would have to 
place in escrow the other 
amounts needed to success
fully run the tournaments. 
There are many other details 
that could be worked out but 
the foremost thought about 
this type of promotion should 
be the "game". 

I can think of at least ten 
qualified people in various 
localities 'who can do the job 
and would be willing to give it 
a go. There need not be a 
financial loss to BCA ever 
again and there need not be a 
lessening of prize money as it 
is now constituted. Pizzazz, 
publicity, TV exposure, big 
prize money, and more in
terest in the game from more 
people. This game may still 
reach its potential. 

To get back to more 
pleasant sub jects ... Jim 
Rempe is fast becoming the 
first pool type matinee idol. 
He seems to be the only star 
player. with his own bunch of 
groupies. We get letters every 
month from young . ladies 
inquiring about Jimmy's 
eligibility. 

We have not heard too 

Continued on Page 15 

HE WHO MAKES 
THE NINE ... 

Bill Stigall winner of last year's Southeastern Nine-Ball Tourney , puts the 
. Nine in 9-Ball over Florida , as he sets new purse records in Tampa, Orlan

do , Fort Lauderdale and Miami. 

Continued from Page 3 

- remember, you're in the 
entertainment business." 

We had trouble . I say big 
trouble .. . right here in 
Tampa , Florida . That starts 
with "T" and rhymes with 
" P " and stands for 
pooL .anywhere . It was the 
Fourth Annual Southeastern 
Nine-Ball Tourney , at 
Baker's Billiards, where a 
smokey-beehive of pool 
players tagged Hustlers , 
gathered from Rochester , 
New York , to Split Lip, North 
Carolina, to wage their own 
private war. That , plus the 
unofficial big-money games 
which went on all night 
behind the curtain, was why, 
one-by-one , the~e cqaracters 

1 

j 

with assessing squinty-eyes 
like those at the hock-shop, 
came to Florida - 32 of them. 
Some of the best in the world 
paid $125 each to "sink the ~ 
ball ," for $4 ,000 in prize 
money . 

St. Louie "Louie" Robert. 
was there, as was Steve Cook 
and Bearded David, out of 
Tellico Plains , Tennessee. 
Larry Hubbert, 1975 National 
~Ball Champion, got tired of 
shoveling snow and came 
down to get his nose sunburnt, 
as he picked the Pilgrims' 
pockets . Danny Diliberto, 
winner of The Tournament of 
Champions came up from 
Miami and knocked Mike 
Sigel (Captain Hook) into the 
losers ' bracket in 16 frames . 

But as "The Hook" (V.S. 
Eastern 9-Ball Champion) 
c~refully placed his ,custom
made cue in its fine folding 
case, he laughed out a war
ning: "Danny, you are a 
mullet. You won't win the 
bread. I'm the strongest and 
I'm going to score." 

He did! Mike Sigel came 
back the following night to 
out-score St. Louie "Louie" 
Roberts 11-4, 11-8 in the 
overall finals , to take home 
the $1 ,800 first place money. 

Wimpy Lassiter didn 't get 
there but his old road-partner 
Don Willis (The Cincinnati 
Kid>, stole the show with his 

- anecdotes of yesterday's 
exciting pool games . They./' 

Continued on Page 22 

He was' "Wimpy" Lassiter's road partner for years but the Cincinnati 
Kid (Don Willis) has retired from competition, returning only to stage 

(201) 753-6450 "trick-shot" exhibitions for charities. 
I .. ..!,;::.:.;:..:..:.::..:....;.--""""~"'!"I!'II!'!!'!~~!!'!"'!~~-=~~~:, f ",,, .... .. fI""."" ,. ............. ·('..,·"'-.,. ......... ·~· ..... ~· .. __ -a.,&-L"".-.. - ...... 't :'!, .. ,. ,_~.1' ....... ~\..,.'\...t" .. ~ --- .- ---~ .4 ••. ~ ., _ 
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EARL 

MEETS 

THE 

ELITE 
By Earl Amond Walker 

= ,.----. 

In February I had the pleasure of meeting Art and Jerry 
Mansk. These two men are th~ founders and backbone of the 
National Pocket Billiards Association. 

The Association has been in business for 10 years and 
covers the States of Wisconsin, Illinois , Indiana , and Iowa. 
They control the largest and best organized system of bar 
leagues in the mid-west. 

When I talked to some of the ' players from Milwaukee 
they said, "N.P .B.A. is the best game in town." Teams ar~ 
m.ade.up.o~ five men and a substitute. The game is eight-ball 
With mdividuais competing instead of the usual partners . 
~en the game is over, the winner gets two points for the 
eIght-ball and one point for each of the opponent 's remaining 
balls. The safety play is much similar to nine-ball shoot out 
rules. So all in all, it makes for an exceptionally competitive 
game of eight ball. 

The N.P.B.A. holds two major tournaments a year. The first 
~eld early in the yea~i.s the. All-Stars. The top eighteen players 
m each league are divided mto three teams to play in men and 
women's Class I, II , and III categories. Prize money is paid 
?ut to 32nd place in each category of the men's and to 8th place 
m the women's. A total of $10,325 .00 is awarded during this 
tournament which is later followed up by a $5 ,000.00 con
solation tournament. 

In May, the top three men and women's teams will meet at 
the plushly carpeted Olympus Room in Milwaukee for the 
$32,325.00 Tournament of Champions . 

Jerry Mansk was telling me of the work involved in run
ning a tournament of this size. The organization involved is 
obviously good , because during the four tournament days 
thousands of players and thousands of spectators passed 
throug~ all undal!nted by the number of personnel required to 
keep thmgs run rung smoothly. During the tournament several 
hundred mat~hes of 15 games are scheduled and played, all on 
<l: well kept tIme table. The three office girls check all sanc
tIoned players, take results, and schedule meets. While Dave 
Oleszak, the head referee, instructs and supervises the 
referees which is no small job when you consider the amount 
of men needed to referee an operation of this size. When the 
tournament is all over, trophies and medallions are awarded 
to each person winning. 

Behind the scenes is the week to week operation of the 
league. From four states, weekly league meets are played 
wins and losses sent in, computed and returned within a week: 

One of the fantastic features offered N.P.B.A. players is 
the fact that everyone gets to compete in tournament play . In 
my mind , when it comes to coin-operated tables , the National 
Pocket Billiard -Association does offer "the best game in 
town. " 

MILWAUKEE-Jerry and Danny Hay are proud to announce 
the winners of the first Milwaukee Hayloff nine-ball open. 

The tournament was held January 10th and llth with 
twenty-four entrants drawing into four, six-man brackets to 
play round robin and to produce two men from each bracket to 
go into a double elimination competition. 

Continued on Page 20 

r ""'Ill 

A True Custom Cue 

JOSS Cues West 
Box 35069 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74135 

Phone (918) 663-6222 
, 

HANDMADE by Bill Stroud 
II.. ~ 

Mosher .Tops 
Tampico Tourney 

by DICK COURTNEY · 

"Is this the Lounge? Is this 
the place?" He asked as cold 
blue eyes looked at them 
through the man he asked tlie 
question of. "Yes it is. This is 
the Lounge." The man an
swered. They stood frozen in 
silence before either spoke 
again . 

The young man with faded 
blue jeans and flannel shirt 
and close cropped sandy 
beard with a simulated 
alligator case tucked under 
one arm looked around the 
room and settled on the 3%x6 
table lighted courtesy of Old 
Milwaukee and asked , "you 
shoot pool?" "No, but the 
tournament . starts Friday. 
Are you going to play? " " I 
saw the flyer . Is the field 
full? " " No . Want in? " " I 
heard the top eight places in 
Burlington are coming ." 
"That's a rumor. Besides, 
most of them are South. 
Warmer, you know." 
"Thirty-five, is it?" "Right. 
Fill in the entry form. Those 
two at the bar are looking for 
a game." 

A long straight road runs 
into and through a town 
named Tampico and makes 
up the main street that has 
ten store fronts on each side 
and with the exception of the 
remodeled bank are crummie 
and broken and run down. A 
grain elevator takes care of 
the farmers and one train 

goes through each day and 
wakes everyone up if it 
happens at night. Tampico's 
claim to fame rests on presi
dential aspirant Ronald 
Reagan. He was born in an 
apartment above the old bank 
building, and although . he's 
never said, would prefer to 
ignore Tampico as his home
town because he didn't bother 
showing up at the centennial 
celebration la~t summer. 
Undaunted, Tampico citizens 
speak of him warmly. Like a 
friend. Like someone they 
don't know, but wish they did 
just to say so. 

The mayor's wife walks 
around displaying a very 
proper letter written on very ' 
proper paper and addressed 
to the mayor in very proper 
language speaking warmly of 
Tampico. A PRman's dream. 

Besides Ronald Reagan, 
the bank and a 47 year old 
hippie who runs an upholstery 
shop, the town is home to the 
Tampico Lounge. The tavern 
is where it all started. 

Thirty-two shooters rolled. 
into the small Illinois farm 
town chasing a grand in prize 
money. Cal and Mary Triggs, 
owners _ of the tavern, ·spon
sored the Tampico Lounge 
Invitational Nine Ball tourna
ment that ran for two and a 
half days and received 
publicity over a wide area 
that included an announce
ment in the 'stiff' upper lip 

Chicago Tribune. The lounge 
dance hall was converted into 
a pool room and four tables 
were supplied by a vending 
machine company from 
Sterling. 

At first, the locals showed 
up more out of curiosity to 
"check out" the "freakie 
people" with fancy cases 
under their arms that held the 
tools of their trade. Town folk 
had convinced themselves the 
young men were members of 
a sub-culture and were in 
Tampico to steal everything 
that wasn't tied or nailed 
down. They found out dif
ferently. The slender young 
men who play chess on a table 
covered in green baize know 
their trade and entertained 
well. Tampico . was pleased 
with the action. 

"Cal," . started the 
moustachioed young pro
fessor from Northern Illinois 
University, "my brother and 
I want you to know that any
time you have another 
tournament, count on us 
being here. Your food is 
excellent, and we noticed you 
didn't raise your prices just 
for the tournament. That's 
some of the best damn 
chicken we've ever eaten. 
When 's your next one?" 
Before Cal could reply , "Mr. 
Triggs, I've been to many 
tournaments , and I've been 

Continued on Page 10 

Ted's Family Billiards 
presents 

1st Annual 
1976 U.s. Open 

NINE-BAll CHAMPIO SHIP 
March 20 .. 21, 1976 

1st Place $1,000 

4th Place $300 

PRIZE FUND 
2nd Place $500 

5th Place $200 

3rd PI ce $400 

6th Place $200 
Entry Fee $100 Total Pri~e Fund $2600 

Elimination Field of 32 - r-----------------------------
Double Race to 11 Games Name 

Send Entry Fee and Resume to: 

Ted Menn 
Ted's Family Billiards 
4033 S. Michigan 

South Bend, Indiana 46614 
Phone: 219·291·0181 

Address 

City 

Phone ________ _ 

Resume: 

State ___ ~ __ _ 

Age 

"" ~- ... .. .,. -
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TRICK 
SHOT 
0/ th e 

MONTH 

By JIMMY CARAS 
Five Time World Champion 

Member Brunswick Staff of Champions 

OPEN THE GATE SHOT 

HIT THE CUE BALL WITH LOW LEFT ENGLISH: 
USING A HARD STROKE. STRIKING ONE·THIRD O·F 
BALL "A" THEN CAROM OFF THE BALL "B". 

BALL"X"ISAIMEDON THE DOTTED LINE FOR 
THE CORNER OF THE POCKET. 

SOLID BLACK LINE MARKS THE PATH OF BALL 
"x" FOR THE CORNER POCKET. 

GUS SZAMBOTI 

~u4~ ~eU!6 ~ ~ 

320 RUMPF AVE. 
PENNDEL, PA. 19047 

~ 

Phone: 
(215) 757-7280 

TOURNAMENT CALENDAR 

POCKETS 

ALASKA STATE P OCKET 
BILLIARD CHAMPIONSHIPS 
March 3rd thru Marc h 7th 
Crown Cue 
Anchorage, Alaska 

BCA HI·CUE QUALIFIER 
March 11 th thru Ma rch 14 
Hi Cue Billiard Lounge 
333 Rahway Avenue 
E lizabe th, New Jersey 

1976 U.S. OP EN 
NINE·BALL CHAMPIONSHIP 

. March 20th & 21st 
Ted 's Fa mily Billia rds 
4033 S. Michigan 
South Bend, India na 

AC -I COLLEGIATE 
CHAl\l P IONSHlPS 
March 24 th thru March 26 th 

niversi ty of Milwaukee Union 
Milwaukee, Wiscons in 

11TH ANNUA L MID·WEST 
OPEN POCKET 
BILLIARD CHAMPIONSHIP 
March 26th thru March 28th 
State -& Madison Recreation 
301 E. State Street 
Rockford, Illinois 

WESTERN NEW YORK 
WOMEN'S QUALIFIER 
April thru June 
Round Robin 
Bob (B) Keu 
Kenmore, New York 

MARIE'S GOLDEN CUE 
MAJOR WOMEN'S QUALIFIER 
April 3rd & 4th 
Marie 's Golden Cue 
3241 Montrose 
Chica go, Illinois 

BUDWEISER OPEN 
9-BALL TOURNAMENT 
April 3rd thru April 11 th 
Jointed Cue Billiards 
2375 Fruitridge Road 
Sacra mento, California 

BCA NEW ENGLAND 
CHAMPIONSIUP 
Cue & Billiard Lounge 
Sa lem, Massechusetts 

SPORTS PROMOTIONS, INC. 
8 Ball-9 Ball Tournament 
April 14th thru April 29th 
Inn of The 7th Mountain 
Bend, Oregon 

U.S. OPEN POCKET 
BILLIARD CHAMPIONSHIPS 
August 11 th thru August 14th 
Sheraton Chicago 'Hotel 
Chicago, Illinois 

GOLD CROWN OPEN 
MAJOR WOMEN'S QUALIFIER 
April 30th thru May 2nd 
Gold Crown Billiard Club 
New London Shopping Center 
New London, Connecticutt 

BILLIARD NEWS 
NATIONAL OPEN 
MAJOR MEN'S & WOMEN'S 
U.S. OPEN QUALIFIER 
May 28th thru May 31st 
Cushion & Cue Recreation Center 
27630 Schoolcraft 
Livonia , Michigan 

CALIFORNIA STRAIGHT 
POOL OPEN 
June 23rd thru June 27th 
Join ted Cue Billia rds 
2375 F ruitridge Road 
Sacra mento, California 

OTHER 

CONFRONTATIO N OF 
BILLIARD CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Challenge Match-Mizerak vs. 
Rempe 
April 3rd & 4th 
Hi-Cue Billiard Lounge 
333 Rahway Avenue 
E lizabeth, New Jersey 

3-CUSHION 

3-CUSHION 
NEW YOUR STATE OPEN 
March 20th & 21st 
Jacy's Billiard Academy 
9642 Queens Blvd. 
Rego Park,New York 

DREXEL OPEN 
March 27th & 28th 
The Drexel 
301 W. State Street 
Jacksonville, Illinois 

UNIVERSITY BOWL OPEN 
April 3rd & 4th -
University Bowl 
1700 Dixie Highway 
Boca Ra ton, Florida 

ANTLERS OPEN 
April 17th & 18th 
Antler's Billiards 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Listings in the Tournament 
Calendar are provided free to 
tournament sponsors. 
Information must be in to our 
editorial office no later than 
the 15 th of the month 
preceding the issue desired. 

To a void inconvenience due to 
last minute changes, readers 
are advised to contac t 
Tournament sites to confirm 
dates. 

dli(a'tie'1- gotde.n Cue 
. Sanctioned Major -Qualifier 

1976 DCA Chicago Open 
WOMEN'S DIVISION 

April 3rd and 4th - Saturday and Sunday 

GUARANTEED '1100 00 PRIZE FUND 
Plus Entry to V.S. Open 

Entry Fee - $50.00 - Double Elimination· 75 Points 

• 1st Place - 8500 plus Entry into 
1976 V.S. Open 

2nd Place '250 • 3rd Place '125 
4th Place '75 • 5th Place '75 • 6th Place '75 

Tournament will be played on Brunswick Gold Crowns 

Admission $2.00 per Session 

For Entries and Information - Contact Nick"Page after 6 P.M. 

Marie 's Golden Cue 3241 Montrose Avenue 
312-478-2555 3342 Milwaukee Avenue 
312-685-2929 Chicago, Illinois 

Tournament to be held at 3342 Milwaukee Avenue, Chicago , Illinois 60641 . . 
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PRO 
TIPS 

By JOHNNY HOtIDA Y 

This is an exercise session. IT IS NOT INTENDED TO BE 
USED IN COMPETITION. 

It develops the art of carom know-how. It also teaches the 
use of reverse English on the cue ball . The first object ball 
being a thin hit prevents you from playing position off of one 
rail only. 

8 7 6 

1 

2 2 

3 3 

4 4 
, 

--.... 

-.. 5 / -5 

6 6 
/' ,.-

,.-
/ 

7 7 

6 7 8 

I want you to try to play this shot using 4 cushions. I have 
placed some dashes showing how most players would tackle 
this problem. It shows the end result usually has the cue ball 
falling into the side pocket. This Diagram No. 44 is a practice 
session and as such I'll go on and explain how to execute it. 
Pocket the object ball in the corner pocket. Cue ball shoots 
through Diamond No.7 , then the track continues towards 
Diamond No.2 on the right long rail. 

Use 1 cue tip left, I repeat, left English, center ball hit. A 
good moderate stroke is needed. The important part of this 
play is the carom. Try it, you will like it. But, don't stay with 
this too long. It is just a carom session. Study the illustration 
before you try this play. 

I left you at Diamond No. 2 on the right long rail. You go on 
from there, 

* The Choice of Champions * 

Custom Cues by 
Bert Schrager 

11208 Peach Grove St. 
North Hollywood, CA. 

Phone 
_.--- - ___ (21.a)..z_6.3.-9~ 

Benson & Hedges Snooker 

Reardon Is The Master 
A capacity crowd of over 

1,000, some paying up to £50 
on the black market for a 
ticket, saw world champion 

. Ray Reardon display his best 
form of the tournament , 
beating 'Pot Black' champion 
Graham Miles 7-3 to win the 
Benson & Hedges Masters 
title at the New London 
Theatre, Drury Lane. 

The occasion more than 
lived up to the advance 
publicity in a setting, un
paralleled in the history of 
snooker . Players for the first 
time felt the effects of 'stage 
nerves' which no doubt 
account~d for the below par 
snooker in the early rounds. 

Reardon , after an in
different start against John 
Pulman, gathered momen
tum in the semifinal against 
Australian Eddie Charlton, 
just taking the match 5-4 in a 
nail-biting fin ish that went 
into the early hours of tpe 
morning. The Australian , 
who had earlier set the stage 
alight when he knocked in the 
tournament's highest break 
of 97 in beating Rex Williams, 
can consider himself unlucky 
not to make the final - his 
see-saw match with the world 
champion could have gone 
either way . 

However , it was anti
climax for Graham Miles 
after brilliantly despatching 
Alex Higgins 4-1, including a 
break of 87, and last year 's 
title holder John Spencer 5-4. 
The Miles-Spencer final 
frame , although keeping the 
crowds on the edge of their 

seats , was more notable for 
the many misses by both 
players with Miles just 
remaining the cooler. 

Reardon soon stamped his 
authority in the final with. an 
afternoon spurt of five of the ' 
first seven frames . Needing 
only two frames for the title 
going into the evening 
session, he didn 't have to wait 
long, taking the first and third 
frames before Miles suc
cumbed. There 's little doubt 
that Reardon suffers from 
lapses in concentration, but 
once he smells the scent of 
victory he becomes a 
machine. 

His charge in the final , 
tempering some astute 
potting with deft tactical 
safety, augers well for the 
world championships. His 90 
clearance gave fair warning 

to the rest that he is the man 
to beat when April comes 
round . 

One of the early round 
casualties , Dennis Taylor , 
spoke for the players when he 
said : " I never realized that 
playing under these con
ditions could effect my nerves 
so much. That more than 
anything destroyed my 
confidence. " 

Results- 1st round: J. 
Pulman 4, D. Taylor 2; F. 
Davis 4, C. Thorburn 2. 
Quarter finals : G. Miles 4, A. 
Higgins 1; J. Spencer 4, F. 
Davis 0; R. Reardon 4, J. 
Pulman, 1; E. Charlton 4, R. 
Williams 1. Semi-finals . G 
Miles 5, J . Spencer 4; R. 
Reardon 5, E. Charlton 4. 
Final: R. Reardon 7, G. Miles 
3. 

Ye Olde Billiard Parlour 
presents the 

UNIVERSITY BOWL OPEN 
. 

First Southeastern United States Official A.B.A. 3-Cushion Championship 

FIELD 
LIMITED TO 
18 PLAYERS 

• 
ENTRY FEE 

$30.00 

April 3rd and April 4th, 1976 
PRIZE FUND 

BASED ON TOTAL 
ENTRI ES + $50.00 

• 
ABA PLACEMENT 

POINTS for 1st thru 6th • 
TROPHI ES FOR 
1st & 2nd PLACE 

and HI-RUNS , 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 

at 

UNIVERSITY BOWL 

Tournament 
Committee 

Walt Durkin 
Stan Hardy 
Virgil Healy 
Gale Johnson 
Dick Jungen 
Harry Sahlman 



March, 1976 THE NATIONAL BILLIARD NEWS 

Ashby Gets Classic Crown 
by BOB MITCHELL 

On February 14-15, 1976, the 
Cushion N Cue hosted the./ 
annual ABA Classic at Oak 
Park, Michigan. The Classic, 
which was formerly called 
the Champ of Champs, is an 
invitational tournament 
choosing the eight top point 
earners in 1975 ABA sanc
tioned play. The players this 
year were: 

George Ashby-The top 
placement player for 1975 
v.ith 60. George. 26 years old. 
played in 11 tournaments. He 
came in first place t\',,;ce. 
second place three times, 
third place three times , 
fourth place once. Only two 
times out of the money . A 
great year for George. 

Mike Donnelly-Had a 
great year, finished with 52 
points. Played in nine tour
nament, He came in first 
three times, second place 
twice, fifth place twice, and 
sixth place once. Out of the 
money only once . Un
fortunately for Mike he 
became very ill r ight before 
the classic, and had to give 
his spot to the first alternate. 
We all missed seeing Mike 
play, and wish him a fast 
healthy recovery. 

Bill Hawkins-The Hawk 
played in 12 tournament. He 
finished in first place three 
times , second place once, 
third place once, sixth place 
once, and seventh place once. 
Out of the money five times. 
Bill is always a load of fun 
during tournaments with his 
bag of tricks and checker
board. 

Joie Luis Campos-One of 
the finest billiard players in 
the United States. Luis only 
played in six tournaments 
and finished with 35 points. 
He finished in first place 
twice, second place once, 
.fourth place twice. Out of the 
money only once. Luis is well 
loved in Oak Park; it was 
here that he ran a 17, on Aug. 
16, 1970 something we will 
never forget. 

Bob Strange-Finished 
with 35 points also, Bob 
played in more tournaments 
than anyone in 1975 with · a 
total of 13. He came in second 
place three times, and third 
place three times. Out of the 
money seven times. 

Bill McClelland-Played in 
11 tournaments in 1975. 
Finished in First place once, 
third place once, fourth place 
twice, fifth place twice, and 
eighth once. Out of the money 
four times. Finished With 30 
points . 

Bob Letherby-Played in 10 
tournaments and finished 
with 29 points . Came in 
second twice, fourth place 
three times, fifth place once. 
Out of the money four times. 

Walter Martin-Played in 
nine tournament, finished 
with 26 points. Came in first 
place once, second place 

.~ once, third place once, and .. .,. .,. .,. , . ~ .. ' .. 

George Ashby appeared in ABA competition this year and finished tops in the point 
standings, then came out on top in the classic. Ph oto - NBN 
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fourth place once. Out of the 
money five times . 

Bob Ameen-Most of us in 
Oak Park were happy Bob got 
in the Classic. We just wish 
that he could have gotten in 
under different cir
cumstances. Bob was the 
alternate for the ailing 
Donnelly. Ameen played in 
seven tournaments and 
finished with 25 points. He 
finished in First place once, 
third place twice, fifth place 
once and sixth place once. 
Out of the money twice. 

The night before the 
Classic. Ray Abrams hosted a 
banquet dinner in honor of the 
eight players. The affair was 
enjoye.d by all with an ex
cellent meal and drinks. A 
flne Prelude for the tour
nament. 
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Martin 50 to 39 in 67 innings. 
Bob Strange played a fine 
game against Bill Hawkins, 
beating the Hawk 50 to 43 in 61 
innings. Strange ran an eight 
and a seven ; hi-run at this 
point. 

2nd Set-3 : 00 
Feb. 14, 1976, Sat. 
Bob Letherby played his 
finest game of the tour
nament upsetting George 
Ashby. 50 to 22 in 43 innings. 
The best game of the tour
nament , for which Mr . 
Letherby was later rewarded. 
Another upset took place 

~2.. C>< 
when Bill McClelland 
defeated Bob Ameen 50 to 44 
in 68 innings. Strange beat 
Martin in a long game 50 to 36 
in 89 innings. Bill Hawkins 
played a strong game to 
defeat Campos in a very close 
match 50 to 47 in 69 innings. 
3rd Set-7:00 
Feb. 14. 1976. Sat. 
Campos beat McClelland 50 to 
35 in 62 innings. Ashby had 
the pleasure of giving Bob 
Strange the first taste of 
defeat, Ashby ran a seven. 
stayed ahead most of the 
game. Ameen ran right over 
Hawkins, 50 to 24 in 58 in-

FIN AL STANDINGS 

1st George Ashby 6 1 $750 

2nd Bob Ameen 4 3 $550 

3rd Bob Strange 4 3 $375 
4th Bob Letherby 3 4 $300 
5th Bill Hawkins 3 4 $250 

Page 9 
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KIM GANDY AND CLINT FLEMING ARE THE NEW 
OFFICERS of BCA. President Gandy is with Gandy 's In
dustries , Macon, Georgia . Vice presidenJ Fleming is with 
Albany Billiard Ball Company, Albany, N.Y. The election took 
place January 15, in Chic~go, fo~lowing. the unexpected 
resignation of two-time presldent Mlke Gelger. 

AFTER TAKING TIME TO ASSESS THE SITUATION, 
THE BCA directors and officers met February 6, at the NSGA 
Show and reaffirmed the dates and place of the BCA U.S. 
OPEN as being August 11-14 at the Sheraton-Chicago Hotel. 

DUE TO LARGE DEFICITS ARISING FROM THE 
OPERATION of the "Open" during the last two years, the 
Board made two major revisions. The Women's Division was 
reduced. Total prize money was set at $23,000. "This wi!! be.a 
disappointment to some players, as it has been to us, sald 
President Gandy. "The limited seating at the Sheraton
Chicago -simply doesn 't allow us to co~e an~here near 
covering the costs. However, careful handlmg of ~mances nQw 
will put BCA into a position to re-evaluate lts comple~e 
operations, including the types and number of. tournaments It 
sanctions and runs in the future. At the same tIme, we plan to 
upgrade the services to members, especially players: So. bea.r 
with us, please, and we will make BCA the orgaruzatIon It 
should be." 

PLAYERS ALREADY QUALIFIED FOR THE '76 OPEN 
INCLUDE: Dallas West and Pete Margo (winner and runner 
up from '75 ), past winners Joe Balsis , Luther Lassiter, Irving 
Crane, Steve Mizerak, Tetsuro Kakutoh of Japan.' and new 
qualifiers Larry Hubbart, Jim Rempe, Mark Bellfuss, P~t 
Fleming ; and for the women, Jean Balukas (last year s 
champion) and Vicki Frechen. 

OFFICIALLY FINALIZED MEN'S TOURNAMENTS 
ARE: . 
March 5-7: Crown Cue, Anchorage, Alaska 
March 11-14: Hi-Cue Billiard Lounge, Elizabeth, N.J . 
March 26-28 : State & Madison Recreation, Rockford, Ill . 
April 3-4 : Cue & Billiard Lounge, Sale.m, Mass. 
April 8-11 : Hi-Cue Billiard Lo~ng~, ~hzabe~h ,. N.J . . . 
Memorial Day weekend: Cushlon N Cue BIllIards, Llvoma , 

Mich . 
June 4-5: Family Billiards, Scarborough, Maine 
June 23-27 : Jointed Cue Billiards, Sacramento, Cal. 
June 25-27: Family Billiards, Scarborough, Maine 
July 4~6 : Velvet Rail Billiards, Lansing , Mich. 

WOMEN'S DIVISION TOURNAMENTS ARE: 
April 3-4 : Marie's Golden Cue, Chicago, Illinois 
April thru June (round robin ) : Bob "B" Kew Billiards, 

Kenmore, N.Y. 
April30-May 2: Gold Crown Bill.iar~ , ,New Lo!l~on , Con~ . . 
Memorial Day weekend: CushlOn N Cue Bilhards, Llvoma, 

Mich. 

Continued on Page 20 

Burton Spain. Speaks: 
Since 1965 I have made 4-prong inlaid cue blanks for 
such top cue-makers as Frank Paradise, George 
Balabushka, Viking, Palmer, Dick Helmstetter, Sailor 
of Racine, and many others. I have also supplied 
shafts and other supplies . During these years I have 
made a few custom cues for local players only. 

I have now developed a line of cues of such precision 
and design - emphasis on hit, balance and feel that I 
want to offer them nationally . THESE CUES ARE SO 
WELL MADE THAT I GUARANTEE THEM-IN 
WRITING-FOR TWO YEARS. Shafts are inter
changeable - you need not send your butt to geta new 
shaftll Joints are a unique new design of Delrin to 
Delrin. Also available as Brass to Delrin and Stainless 
to Delrin. 

These cues begin at $30 for simple but attractive 
merry-widow styles. Four-prong inlaid models of 
ebony or rosewood with bird's;eye maple range from 
$90 to $250. 

At this time I am st j ll ab le to offer quick service and 
accept repair work. 

Burton Spain Co. 
3724 W. DIVISION· CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

(312) 235-2811 
. . . -Dealer Inquiries - " _. - . 

Mosher Tops Tampico Tourney 
Con,tinued from Page 6 

gouged by the promoter so 
often I get goosy thinking 
about it. Hellava tournament. 
I'll come back anytime . 

. Thanks. One of the best 
tournaments I've even been 
to. " And Cal just smiled and 
was warm inside and his wife, 
Mary, felt good and it was a 
pleasure to watch them grab 
a small part of the limelight 
because they are good people 
and deserve to be recognized 
for a well done affair. 

The draw was straight, and 
thirty two lined up down the 
middle of the big board and 
racks were broken and 
players began to win and lose 
and a semi-local from 
Sterling named Wayne 
Wright, who years ago played 
all the road-runners in the 
billiard lounge of the burned 
down Miami Hotel fell in dead 
stroke running eight racks, 
making the nine twice on the 
break, and a billiard for 
eleven and the whole affair 
took eighteen minutes and the 
kid he played had a red face 
and got only three shots 
before the final poke. Wright 
finished fourth. 

A strong local player , Mike 
Graham, who plays all 
billiard games well, got 
tournamentltis and never left 
the post far enough for a grab 
at any of the cash which paid 
eight deep. 

Township mayor Howard 
Batten survived several 
rounds before being blown out 

of the water, and the tourna
ment moved out on both sides 
from the center. Dick Mosher 
from Peoria stroking through 
the bottom half of the winners 
side and young Steve Cusick, 
the collegiate champion from 
the University of Illinois, 
working out across . the top. 
They played in the winners 
semi-final. Mosher broke his 
rhythm and put him on the 
other side, 11-6. Bob Ritter 
from Champaign dumped 
Wright 11-9, and Cusick got 
into Ritter 's mind and placed 
him third. 

8:30 Sunday night January 
18 1976 and the Tampcio 
L~unge is jammed to 
capacity and people are 
ha ving fun drinking and 
eating and a money game is 
under way on the 3%x6 in the 
bar, and 250 people have 

packed the lounge and 
Mosher is ready and so is 
Cusick, and Steve wins 11-4 in 
a real dust and bets are 
made, and Mosher sprinkles 
talcum and chalks up and 
blows Cusick apart 11-5 for 
the candy . Trophies and cash 
handed out, the dust settles, 
and Tampico ' now has 
something worthwhile to talk 
about. And it isn't a presiden
tial candidate who wouldn't 
come home for his own cen
tennial celebration. 

Cal and Mary Triggs. are 
going to do it all over. This · 
spring. For more cash and 
they'll not change, nor raise 
their prices. They'll just treat 
people . right and show the 
world that a nine-ball tourna
ment can be held in a town of 
810 people, fourteen cats, 
seven 'dogs , and a pool 
shooting mayor . 

Don't Disappear! 

IF YOU MOVE~ LET US KNOW! 

PLEASE ALLOW 

FOUR WEEKS 

FOR ADDRESS CORRECTIONS. 

T-SHIRTS 
SIALL • IEDIUI • LARIE • EITRA LARIE 

-WHITE-BLUE-YELLOW-

IIAIT CUBE IIPRIITED 01 FROIT II COLOR 

$350 
Each Includes Postage and Handling 

SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 

GANDY'S INDUSTRIES 

510 11th St., P.O. Box 533 Macon, Georgia 31 202 
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Reprinted from The Daily 
News of the Virgin Islands, 
December 18, 1975. 

A group from The Royal 
Palm Sports Club, along with 
Senator Lloyd Williams, Joe 
Potter and Alvin McBean 
braved heavy rains on 
Thursday, December 11 to be 
on hand to greet Joan and 
Peter Margo at the airport 
and to extend to them a warm 
welcome to the Virgin 
Islands. As the handsome, 
smartly dressed couple en
tered the terminal, Peter kept 
a casually firm grip on the 
lizard-skin case under his 
arm, for in it is his prized 
possession: an elegant, hand
made cue stick that is like an 
extension of himself. 

After settling the Margo's 
into their room at the 
Caribbean Harbor Club, the 
group took them on an ab
breviated sight-seeing tour of 
st. Thomas. Despite the rain, 
the Margos felt that the 
scenery was beautiful . 

Peter Margo, reputed to 
have just about the "hottest 
stick" in pool - or, if you 
prefer, billiards - was in
vited to St. Thomas by the 
Royal Palm Sports Club to 
give exhibitions and to play 
against local players. It is an 
understatement to say that he 
did not disappoint the crowds 
who turned out to witness his 
remarkable demonstrations 
of cue stick magic. He is con
sidered a prodigy by his 
peers; he began playing pool 

E 0' 
at the tender age of 15 ; by the 
time he was 17 he was playing 
in professional tournaments; 
now a mere 28, he is con
sidered one of the most out
standing and skillful pool 
players anywhere. This, in a 
sport where it is considered 
that a seasoned player comes 
into his own in his forties . In 
this short span of time, Peter 
has played and defeated a 
long list of established 
"greats" in the world of pool. 
And he is only beginning to hit 
his stride. 

Joan Margo sits in the 
crowd and watches her 
husband perform with pride 
beaming from her eyes. If 
prompted, she will softly 
interpret some of her 
husband's motions. She used 
to shoot pool herself , but as 
their family grew (they have 
two sons, 7 and 5 years old, 
and a thirteen-month-old 
daughter) Joan found she had 
little time to devote to the 
game. She has always been 
Peter 's number one fan. 

The crowds who watched 
Margo display his 
remarkable skill ran out of 
supedatives: "Fantastic," 
"incredible," "unbelievable" 
and "ladies and gentlemen, 
you saw it right before your 
very eyes," were exclaimed 
over and over and this slim, 5-
foot, 8-inch man with preci
sion-quick movements 
executed some shots that 
"couldn't be done" as he 
played 8-ball, straight pool, 

Billiard 

• Cloth 
• Balls 
• Cues 

THE HENRY W. T. MALI & CO., INC. 
217 'AU AVENUE SOUTH. NEW YO~. N.Y. 100lf 

(212) 454MO 

• In t.T rna 

and 9-ball against some of the 
island's best pool players. 
Each exhibition ended with a 
demonstration of trick shots. 

Like a master in any field , 
Peter Margo's movements 
when he is at the pool table 
seem to flow as naturally as 

breathing. Occasionally he 
hesitates , moves slowly 
around the table now and then 
squatting for an eye-level 
view of the table, reversing 
back around the table to 
decide his next shot. 

On Sunday, for the last 

exhibition Governor Cyril 
King, Administrator Levron 
Sarauw, Mr. and Mrs. Joe 
Potter, Mr, and Mrs. Alvin 
McBean, Richard Spencer 
(Wor ld Tours , Inc. ) , Bill 

Con tinued on Page 17 

• 
Billiard & Bowling 

\ 

Control Systems 

Time 
Bowling 
is Coming 
of Age 

• Maximize your revenues. 
• Complete control. 

Billiard 
Proprietors! 

I ncrease your 
revenues by 
at least 20% 

or more 

This revolutionary new, low-cost, solid-state computer. 
• Eliminates problems and performs like a perfect 

employee. 
• It operates in full view of the cashier and the customer 

and renders its totals in units of five cents. 

• The average bowler wastes 25% of his bowling 
time . 

• A remote table light control so that it is not possible 
to run on the table lights unless the computer is 
operating. This permits no practice time, free play 
or favouritism. 

• Master totalizer which may be read and reset onl~ 
by the proprietor. • The customer & owner can both save money. 

For Further Information Contact: 

centrodyne corp. of america -
FOREST ROAD. HANCOCK, N.H. 03449 • TEL: (603) 525-6666 

IN CANADA: 

centrodvne corp. 
9145 CHARLES-DE-LATOUR f SUITE 4. MONTREAL, QUE. H,4,,! 1M3. .1;EL,:J514) 381 -9308 

(J ~ ,1 ...J 1 . ~ .... A 
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National Pocket Billiards Association 

EY 1V KEE 
The NPBA All Star Tourney 

run by Art Manske is a truly 
unique tournament by any 
standards. 

It seems fitting that the 
beer capital of the world 
should be the setting for one 
of the largest, if not the 
largest, small table tourna
ments ever staged. 

PBAi 
The tournament itself was 

held on the fourth floor in 
Olympus Hall, a newly 
redecorated, carpeted 
facility, which housed all the 
tournament equipment with 
ease . The 16 tournament 
tables were divided into two 
rooms. In addition to the 
tournament tables, there was 
a bumper pool table in one 
room and a 3'x6' pocket table 
in the other. 

Sherrod, Artie Barry, 
Pease, Linda Burns, Debbie Ronayne, Missy Rice. 

Why so many tables, you 
ask? Well readers, prepare 
yourself for a walk through a 
completely new world . 

As you enter the lower level 
lobby you can faintly hear 
music in the building some
where. Stepping into the 
elevator the music grows 
louder and louder as you 
ascend to the fourth floor site. 
You have a little problem 
getting out of the elevator, 
there are people milling 
about everywhere in the foyer 
between the two tournament 
rooms. There is a bar 30 feet 
ahead, and you get the feeling 
you just walked into a dis
cotheque. People who have 
been to a large table pool 
tournaments would not 
believe there was a serious 
money tournament going on. 

WOMENS CLASS II-Doris Conner, Sue Greenbank, Carmen 
Benhof, Linda Bender, Linda Burns, Jeannine Arnold. 

Of all the tournaments this 
reporter has seen, this . is 
definitely unique, both from a 
control standpoint and the 
number of players involved. 

The National Pocket 
Billiard Association has a 
very complex system of 
averages and point standings 
which select players to 
compete in this All Star 
event. 

WOMENS . CLASS III-Leola Cassel , Beverly Hall, Dean 
Mallory, Golene Lock, Mae Lewis, Elaine Williams. 

To begin with their leagues 
play by averages compiled by 
the associations in-house 
computer. Most likely the 
only one of its kind in the 
·world. The averages are 
compiled weekly for all 
players competing in the 
various leagues in the four 
states covered by NPBA. 

every match as the tourna
ment ran smoothly through
out. A great job by the NPBA 

. staff. 
Once you have become 

accustomed to the juke box 
blaring, the announcer 
talking constantly and the 
applauding and yelling by 
team members, you can 
settle in and -watch some 
excellent 8-ball. 

For entry into the All Star 
tourney the computer selects 
the top six averages in each 
league. The top five comprise 
the league team with the sixth 
being the alternate. There 
were approximately two The computerized averages 
hundred teams competing in lend themselves t.9 another 
three mens classes and three interesting innovation which I 
womens classes. have never seen before and 

With 120 cash winners plus that is a technical foul called 
team trophies, sponsor by a referee. Only under a 
trophies, etc. , you can easily point system could this work. 
see what a massive job it is to If a player argues with the 
run a tournament of this size official or gets out of line the 
over two weekends. referee calls a technical and 

NPBA does a fantastic job the player losses 5 points. A 

the match. Should a third 
occur the offending player is 
barred from further tourna
ment play. 

NPBA is well organized 
with arm patches, jackets, 
bumper stickers, etc. One of 
the more unique patches has 
9-9-9 across the face which 
designates three consecutive 
runouts without any of the 
opponent's balls being 
pocketed. "This is so difficult 
to 'achieve that only 5 such 
patches have been awarded 
in NPBA's fifteen year 
history," said NPBA 
President Art Manske, "It is 
more difficult than a three 
hundred game in bowling." 

With 7 ,000 active players 
the National Pocket Billiard 
Association has to be the best 
organized and the largest 

MENS CLASS I-Jerry Kehlenbrink, Chuck Olla, Sigi 
Matusik, Bob Wotcehowicz, Paul Stachnik. Not Pictured: 
Danny McGinnis. 

MEN CLASS II-Dennis Lopacinski, Petar Pavlovic, Don 
Harmon, Tom Sorce, Mike Cassity , Sigi Matusik. 

MENS CLASS III-James Robinson, Bruce Johnson , Lloyd 
Gilbert, Daniel Campbell, Charlie Kroft, K. C. Bently . 

PB 

of s~ne~uliJlgl .rp~~~he~· apd!, . ~cond ,:'T". is five more and 
having 'referee~ 'availallie for ~l f the player may as wen forget 

association of tavern leagues . Art Ma.nski, Pres; Jerry Manski, Vice Pres.; Gilberto Flores, 
\" -_. ,". ~ ~ .. ~.. * ~, . t. t \, 

we""have'ever seen. ' ..•• ,' Board Member; Dave Oleszak, Head Refer'ee. I.' • \ •• 
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Gilbert 1st in Palace Open · 
by ROBERT BYRNE 

.On the last day of one of the 
most successful and en
joyable three cushion billiard 
tournaments ever held in 
tSalifornia, an enthusiastic 
crowd of 200 fans was 
rewarded first with a rare 
exhibition of straight-rail 
artistry by the legend
ary Masako Katsura, and 
then by last-round drama as 
four of the top players in the 
country faced each other in 
the deciding games. 

It was close to midnight 
Sunday night January 25 
when the final button was 
pushed across the wire in Bob 
Bills ' beautiful Palace 
Billiards in San Francisco. In 
the final matches, Allen 
Gilbert of Hollywood, Calif., 
took first place with a 50-36 
victory in 38 innings over 
Frank Torres, while on the 
adjoining table Bud Harris of 
San Francisco took second 
with an impressive win over 
Nabih Yousri, also of San 
Francisco, 50-27 in 39 innings. 
On the third table Sudden 
Sam Worley of Simi Valley, 
Calif., who would make a lot 
of money in billards if prizes 
were awarded for low-minute 
games, squeaked past Bill 
Spadafore of San Jose , Calif., 
50-49 in 83 innings. Despite the 
loss, Spadafore, a railroad 
conductor by trade, moved 
into fourth place on points 
ahead of Yousri. Harris was 
second, Torres, third. 

When the tournament 
began there were 24 players 
in the starting gate, twelve 
from Southern California , ten 
from Northern California, 
and two from the Midwest: 
George Skehan of Lansing, 
Michigan, and Joe Diaz of 
Chicago. Torres was the 
favorite based on his three 
successive tournament 
victories, one with an ABA 
record gr and average of 
1.142, and two of them with 
Gilbert in the field. It was 
hard to bet against the ex
perienced Gilbert, though, 
who was such a dominating 
force in U.S. billiards until 
Torres suddenly got his act 
together las t year. The fans 
were eager to see how the two 
would fare away from Tiff's, 
their home room in North 
Hollywood. The tournament 
was being held, after all, in 
the home room of two other 
powerful players, Harris and 
Yousri. These four players 
were put into separa te 
preliminary flights , and each 
one advanced to the semi's 
with 5-0 records. 

In the semi's, Gilbert ran 
into trouble. Yousri , his 
uncanny offensive game in 
high gear, blitzed the five-

Second-round action in the Imals Sunday afternoon. Crowds ranged between 100 
and 200. (Gilbert is shooting in left background). Photo by Bob Byrne . 

Gilbert has ever suffered in 
tournament play. In my own 
game with Gilbert in the 
semi' s he definitely was 
lacking his usual sharpness. 
Helped by a run of 9, I very 
nearly eliminated him from 
the tournament, losing 40-38. 
In the first game of the finals, 
Gilbert got past Spadafore in 
a so-so 68-inning game, then 
was crushed by Bud Harris 
50-30. Harris had two runs of 
ten in the game, which lasted 
only 39 innings. 

At this point Gilbert's 
future looked bleak, with 
Y ousri and Torres still to 
play. He looked so 
discouraged that one local 

gambling man, momentarily 
crazed, placed a bet of $5 
giving AI eight points against 
the red-hot Yousri. It was 
madness, for it was then that 
Gilbert began playing the 
way that has made him the 
premier performer in the 
country. He cooled off the 
Egyptian (the Curse of the 
Pharaohs ) 50-38 in 58, took 
care of Worley 50-27 in 52, 
then put Torres away in the 
finale 50-36 in 38 innings. His 
average in the six-man final 
was .898 'points per inning. 

Torres , who impressed 
everyone with his coolness 
and smooth style, was 
sidetracked in the finals by 

Yousri in the penultimate 
round 50-42, just when it 
looked as though he might 
win the event by two games. 
That loss gave Gilbert the 
chance to win the tournament 
with a last-round win. Torres 
averaged .857 in the finals , 
had the high run of 11, and the 
best game of 50 points in 32 
innings . He had four shots at 
breaking the 31-inning ABA 
record set by Eddie Robin. 

Bud Harris very nearly tied 
for first and actually scored 
fifteen more total points than 
the winner. He lost a cliff
hanger to Torres , 50-46 in the 
first round, and in the fourth 
round was upset in a 50-49 

thriller by fearless Bill 
Spadafore. When Spadafore 
stepped to the table for his 
last shot he was looking at a 
Harris delibera te safety. He 
was frozen in the middle of 
the end rail , with the two 
object balls a foot apart at the 
other end of the table. He 
went for it, skimming one ball 
thin and sending the cueball 
around the table in a perfect 
four-rail path. When the point 
scored he raised both arms in 
victory as if he had kayoed 
Mohammed Ali. But Harris 
wasn't kayoed - his win over 
Yousri in the last round put 
him into second place on 
points over Torres . 

The prize fund totalled 
$1,400 - $200 of which came 
from proprietor Bob Bills, 
who was so pleased with the 
success of the tournament he 
is already talking about the 
next one. Players and fans 
were unanimous in praising 
the facil ities and the 
management of the affair. 
Joe Diaz of Chicago was 
especially eloquent : " I 've 
never played on such great 
equipment in all my life, and 
the room itself impress'ed me 
as I've never been impressed 
before . Even though I didn't 
play my best game, I feel 
blessed to have made the 
trip;" Diaz particularly liked 
the idea of playing a tour
na men t on six identical 
tables, Brunswick Congourer 
(heavy 1928 models). 

In addition to the players 
already mentioned, the field 
consisted pf Howard 
Cronenweth, Earl Whitehead, 
Ray Tajima, Norm Kingwell, 
George Aronek, Dave Can
non, Sid Levy , Vicen te 
Loranca, Pete Younkin, Tom 
Ross , Stub Pillotte , 
Da n gerous Da ve 
DePasquale , Jovial John 
Saxby , Wonderful Walter 
Wichmann, and Ed "The 
Plunger" Menter. Statistics 
for the final round: (players 
listed in order of finish. 
Columns indicate grand 
average, high run, and best 
game. 

Gilbert .898 
Harris .885 
Torres .857 
Spadafore .663 
Yousri .707 
Worley .574 

KATSURA THRILLS 
CROWD 

7 38 
10 39 
11 32 
7 61 
9 49 

5 83 

The reunion of Muako 
Katsura with her many San 
Francisco fans was an 
emotional one . She was 
greeted with prolonged and 
heartfelt applause when she 
was introduced and when she 
finished her all-too-brief time national champion 40-17 (Left to right) Bob Bills, proprietor of Palace Billiards and Tournament Director; Bud 

one of the , ' .. W~.·j..8t . ,'.·~_e.V.I~rs .. ~~ '.' ,:., \ ~. ~rris, 2n',d,' p_). ace; ·frank ·Ti>_r~es, 3 r,d:place)~~e. n, qil~rt, wihnel'!' ", '.' .:'::' :. '.' 'Continued on Palle 14 , 
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Continued from Page 13 

demonstration of the art of 
straight-rail billiards, a form 
of the game at which she once 
ran over 10,000. (That's right 
- 10,000. She quit counting 
after that). Twice during a 
run of a hundred (using the 
.rail nurse ) she was in
terupted by applause when 
she brought the errant balls 
back into position with per
fect long drives of the first 
object ball. 

She was persuaded to at
tend the tournament by her 
long-time friends Ed Court
ney and Jimmy Lee. Seeing 
her step to the table after an 
absence of over twenty years, 
as petite and charming as 
ever , was like being given 
part of your youth to live over 
again . Bowing and beaming 
at the audience, she took a 
cue made especially for her 
by Bert Schrager, one she had 
never had in her hands 
before, and made the balls 
come alive . Before she 
showed that she hadn't lost 
the quick , sure stroke and the 
deft touch , many people in the 
audience probably couldn't 
believe that this diminutive 
Japanese woman, who can't 
weigh more than 95 pounds, 
once struck fear into the 
hearts of the greatest three
cushion players in the world. 
She played in three world 
championships and won more 
games ~han she lost. In the 
Chicago toUrnament of 1953, 
for example, she tied for sixth 

with Matsuyama , winning 
five and losing five , beating 
such great players as 
Bozeman, Chamaco, and 
Narvarra. You could probably 
make a tremendous bonfire 
with the cues that male 
chauvinists have broken 
because of her. 

That she has decided to 
practice again for a few hours 
a week "just for the fun of it" 
is the greatest news since ... 
well; since she arrived in this 
country in the first place back 
in December of 1951. 

Welcome back, Masako. 
We've missed you terribly. 

RANDOM NOTES 
- AI Gilbert came into this 

tournament with a U.S. 
tournament record of 128 
games won, ten lost , and two 
tied. His record now is 139-12-
2. 

-Joe Dlaz reports that Luis 
Campos has finally taken the 
time to learn the diamond 
system, which is bad news for 
his future foes. -

-Speaking of system play, 
Al Gilbert is nearing the 
finish of his detailed book on 
the subject. Printing methods 
are now being investigated. 

CLASSIFI ED ADS 
APPEAR 

ON PAGE 20 

One of the chapters explains 
his valuable dead-ball ap
proach to short-angle banks. 

-When playing Torres, 
Spadafore averaged exactly 
1.000 and got beat by 18 
points . 

-In the October issue of 
this paper in my article on 
Tiff's Pacific Coast Open, -1 
passed along Howard 
Cronenweth's cross-table 
system ("You just sort of hit 
the ball and ·it comes · right 
over.") He has generously 
authorized me to pass along a 
further piece of technical 
advice : "On some shots it 
helps to use English." Thank 
you, Howard, (Cronenweth 
was denied a spot in the finals 
by Worley 's surprise win over 
Torres in the semis.) 

-Among the dignitaries in 
the audience were Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank Alvarez, former 
owners of the Mecca Billiards 
in Santa Monica , Calif. 
Alvarez, a very fine player 
himself, was a witness at the 
world tournament in Paris in 
1938, won by Roger Conti over 
Cochran and Schaefer. 

- George Skehan argued 
for one of his pet ideas: the 
inclusion of a key-shot 
competition at the start of a 
tournament. Every player 
would shoot the same fifty 
shots , thus ruling out safety 
play, dumping, and point 
shaving. He threatens to put 
the prize money up himself to 
bring it about. 

-A number of strong Bay 

flo, lAe ~ift41ing Bu.tp, 
THE .NCOMPARABLE PALMER LINE OF 

CUSTOM . CUES 
Unsur·passed In 

*QUALITY *CRAFTSMANSHIP*PERFORMANCE 
CHECK THESE 10 BIG REASONS WHY 

e PERFECT BALANCE 
e SPECIALLY TREATED PRO 

TAPER SHAFTS 
e FULL PERSONALIZATION 
e HAND FITIED JOINT 
e SCREW-ON FERRULES 
e HAND WRAPPED BUTTS 

e WIDE PRICE RANGE; ~.95 
TO $224.95 

e UNLIMITED CHOICE IN 
• DESIGN 
e PEARLINLA YS 
e EXCLUSIVE FULL 7-lJAY 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

Palmer, master cue maker with over 25 years experience, 
also features re-deligning, customizing and repairing of old cues 
at moderate cost. 

FREE COLOR BROCHURE ON THE FINEST CUSTOM CUES AVAILABLE 

PALMER CUSTOM CUES ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH BETTER 
BILLIARD ROOMS AND SUPPLY HOUSES NATIONWIDE. 

-ALSO AVAILABLE-FUll LINE OF QUALITY BILLIARD SUPPlIES-
SEND FOR BROCHURES TODAYI 

---------------. Send to: 
Name.............. .... ..... ........ ... 1.1 :,~~:~3~~~-:~v~~PORATION 
Addrell • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Elizabeth, New Jar_y 07208 
City • •••••.. • •.••••.•. · •• ·••••••••••·•• I Telephone (201) 289-466&,289-4757 
State •.......•....•....... • Zip. • • • • • • • • . • . Toll Free Number for Continen1al U.s. - not for 

~.~ Jer:!!'Y, ~askaor Hawaii •. 800-631-7353 

Area players did not play in 
the tournament for one 
reason or another. Spotted 
among the sweaters were 
Homero' Valdespino, Carl 
Baldwin, Jim McFarlane, Al 
Norstad, John Klnnane, and 
Maury Small, their trigger 
fingers itching. They looked 
ready to take on the six 
finalists in a team match. 

-AI Gilbert has taken a job 
as District Manager for the 
Enurtone Company. One of 
the company's products is a 
device worn by children who 
wet the bed. At the first ap
pearance of a drop of, ahem, 
bOdily fluid , a bell rings and a 
light flashes , alerting the 
patient to get up and carry 
out his assignment on a 
fixture made of porcelain 
rather than goosedown. A 
week or two of this and the 
child wakes up before the 
accident ( conditioned 
response), and the leased 
device is returned to Enur
tone . Of course , the 
suggestion was 'made that 
billiard players should be 

r~ 
W" -)Ii 

Hand Stitched 

required to wear one. During 
those pressure-packed last 
round games can't you just 
see lights flashing and bells 
ringing all over the place? . 

-Did you hear the one 
about the wino who fell asleep 
on a billiard table? He was 
found in the morning massed 
to death. 

- I asked Masako Katsura 
if at 4 ft. 10 in. she was taller 
than the late, great Kinrey 
Matsuyama. "Yes," she 
replied, "but he didn't wear 
'high heels." 

- In response to many 
inquiries (honest !), permit 
me to say that my book on 
billiards (McGoorty-The 
story of a billiard bum) is no 
longer available in the paper· 
back edition. The hardcover 
edition is still in print and can 
be ordered through any book· 
store or direct from the 
publisher : Lyle Stuart, Inc. , 
120 Enterprise Ave., 
Secaucus, New Jersey 07094. 
Price is $6.95. 

... .. .. ,. ':1 
Guaranteed 

~ 
Ostom Oe Oses 

~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ by MIKE KELLY 

~ i :57N.~~ Phone 
Milwaukee, Wisc. 53210 4 :442.2::7 ~ 
~ W~ W~ W~ ~IC 

Imported Finished 

'SLATE 
--e--

Ivory Cue Points 

FEATHERSTRIPS 
-e-

Eastern Slate 
151 Highland Ave. (P.O. Box 84) 

Somerville, Mass. 02145 
(617) 625-2500 

-' 
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SNOOKER SCENE 
by JIM JAUSMAN 

Arrival times for teams are as follows - South Africa, 
March 3 and 4; New York, March 4, 6, 7; London, England, 
March 5; Toronto, March 4; Ottawa , March 7; as to other 
teams the status is as follows: 

Bermuda-"Have two teams waiting to play." 
Trinidad-"Have problem forming team which reflects a 

problem of finances." 
North England-"Maurice Hayes looking forward to 

seeing you with his team in Bermuda ." (no other news here. ) 
Oklahoma-"Can only get two players - want to field a 

winning team - perhaps in London next year." 
Detroit-"Business commitments prevent play in Ber

muda this year. Hope to compete in future tournaments." 
Ireland-"Not possible this year ." 

Editorial comment on above-Your executive director can 
assure you that serious work has been done by all of the above 
outright refusals for this year -and - all are serious about 
next year in London. And it also looks very probable that a 
team from India will be with us then . An eight team tourna
ment this year seems assured - which was our goal for 1976. 

The squads for this year in Bermuda, including observers, 
etc. , are as follows-New York Athletic Club 23 , Toronto 8, 

Ottawa 8, South Africa 4, England 4 players and perhaps 8 
observers , North of England could be 8, Trinidad probably 4. 
Bermudians will be all over !!! So - there will probably be 
over 60 visitors to the beautiful islands because of the ISL 
tournament. Twelve will stay in guest houses and all the rest 
at Inverurie . 

The Bermuda Committee is ' trying to organize the 
program whereby each visitor will be met at the airport on 
arrival- this is no promise - but to help with their planning 
please send to the executive director the arrival time, date , 
flight, and airline of your party - to da te only one tea~ has 
done this. 

What to do on arrival in Bermuda. You will be advised on 
arrival the various procedures to clear immigration and 
customs by Bermuda officials . After customs clearance you 
will be directed to the bus and taxi section of the airport. If 
Bermudians are meeting you they are experts at spotting 
strangers but it would help if you would clearly display your 
cues or some home country identification. If they are there to 

. meet you and you are successfully joined up you will then 
forget everything and they will take over. 

If no one meets you - ask any official if there is a hotel 
transfer bus available for the Inverurie Hotel (there usually 
is) - if so, turn your baggage and your good self over to the 
driver or the starter. 

If no bus transfer is available ask a cab if they are 
available - there are plenty of cabs - tell the driver that you 
want to go to the Inverurie Hotel and he will take over. 

'. Pay the taxi-cab driver yourself - a meter will show you 
the amount. 

Ask the bus driver about payment - some accept cash -
others charge your hotel room. 

Hotel-Rooms will be assigned on your arrival - the 
writer ·will probably be on hand at the hotel on your arrival. 
Take room assigned - if any questions they will be answered 

THREE GENERATIONS 
OF CUE MAKERS 

Continued .on Page 17 

* STAR 
. PERFORMANCE 

STAR CUE Mfg. 
Finest Custom Cues 

Designed and Hand Made 
By A. Rich 

P~ON E (305' f) i:l; 33 

428 Jefferson Avenue 
(Off 5th Street) 

MIAMI BE ACH) FLOR ID.\ 1::1139 
--- ;' .. -,.. -:-~'-----",~'- ---- -

-BULL SHOTS-
Continued from Page 5 

much from Dallas West since 
he won the U.S. Open in 
August of '75. This young man 
should be actively engaged in 
doing exhibitions all over the 
country. Personable .and 
intelligent with better than 
average appearance, what 
more could a promoter ask 
for. 

Talked to Dick Helmstetter 
while he was in this country 
.for the National Sporting 
Goods Show. It seems that the 
more successful Dick has 
become the more he wants to 
aid with the promotion of 
billiards. Dick tells us of a 
weekly happening in Japan 
where the top 6 to 10 three 
cushion players get together 
and have an informal 
seminar . The only price of 
admission is that each player 
show the others something he 
has learned in the past week 
about the game. The outing 
then ends up in a rapid fire 
tournament, round robin 
style. Great idea when all the 
better players are not too far 
apart geographically. 

In the same trend is the 
program in Belgium spon
sored by Callanelle Billiard 
Ball Company and the Iwan 
Simonis Cloth Company. 
Once a month the clubs of 
Belgium qualify young men 
from the age of 16 years 
through 20 to attend a 
seminar on three cushion , 
billiards. The teachers are 
the finest players in the 
world, Boulanger, Vingeroot, 
and sometimes the great 
Cuelemans. What more could 
a young player want? 

Pistol Pete Margo told us 
about his adventures in St. 
Thomas of the Virgin Islands. 
Contacted through BCA, Pete 
was contracted to put on an 
exhibition for the Royal 
Palms Sports Club on the 
island. It seems that pool and 
eight ball has taken the 
community by storm and 
there are several sports clubs 
with pool tables and a great 
deal of intra-club compe
tition. Pete said that the visit 
to the home of the banana 
daquiri was special in his 
memory because of the 
hospitality of all the local pool 
buffs. 

How about some trivia 
about the supporting actors in 
the movie "The Hustler"? 
Michael Constantine 
graduated from one of the 
hangers-orJ to be~ome the 
principal in "Room 222". We 
all know what happened to 
George C. Scott. He was 
promoted from bank robber 
to Four Star General. Nobody 
knows what happened to 
Piper Laurie and frankly', I 
don't miss her. Myron Mc
Cormick played "Fast Ed
die's" sidekick and went on to 
star in the stage musical, 
"South Pacific". And then 
there was the little guy -
graying at the temples , 
racking the balls and holding 
the bets and answering to the 
name of Willie. Whatever 
happend to him? The pool 
room where it all took place is 
no longer there but there is 
one somewhere that took its 
place. Murray Hamilton 
played the part of the mark in 
Louisville, Ky . He can be seen 
in many supporting roles on 

TV usually getting killed 
before the ending. 

An article by Bob Bvrne 
graces our . pages this 
month. Bob is an old pen pal 
of ours and a fellow billiardist 
but is better known as the 
author of the "biography of 
the greatest hustler of our 
times ," McGoorty. 
Although Bob and I 
have never met-we had one 
thing in common and that was 
the friendship of the late 
Danny McGoorty. He was 
certainly unforgettable and 
Mr. Byrne's book vividly 
refreshes our memories of a 
most charming rascal. 

Danny McGoorty once 
traveled the land in the 
company of two other great 
three cushion billiard 
players, Jake Schaefer and 
Jack Foreaker. This three
some was probably the most 
talented of its kind making 
the 'tour'. They could play all 
games well and Foreaker told 
me many tales -of their 
prowess in all types of 

- "homer" situations. 

I was impressed with 
McGoorty before I even met 
him. I was attending the VMB 
Three Cushion International 
Matches in Las Vegas a f~w 
years ago and always 
managed to sit with Danny. 
He knew at thattime his time 
was limited but he handled 
that with the same 'class' as 
everything else he had ever 
done. Well .. . we were wat
ching the matches and two of 
the lesser lights were playing 
representing Lower Slobovia 

. Continued on Page 17 . 

Gold .Crown Billiard Club 
PRESENTS THE 1976 

WOMEI'S MAJOR u.s. OPEl QUALIFIER 
APRIL 30th thru MAY 2nd 

$150-000 IN PRIZES & U.S. OPEN ENTRY 

* 1 st - $600 - U.S. OPEl EITRY * 
• 2nd· $260 • 3rd • $160 • 4th ·$160 • 6th thru 8th .; $100 

• HI RUI OUT OF THE IOIEY • $60 • 

Entry -Fee $6000 
Double Elimination 

Format 

ENCLOSE CHECK WITH ENTRY 

For Entries and Information 
SY or DOLL Y ECKSTADT 

GOLD CROWN BILLI ARD CLUB 
NEW LONDON SHOPPING CENTER 

NEW LONDON, CONN. 
PHONE (203) 443-7613 

.... 

-

.... 
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JOHN PULMAN (cent~r ) and 
the whispering voice of Pot 
Black 's Ted Lowe (right) 
give Paul Maynard, 
managing director of pool 
table suppliers , Meirlodge, 
advice on a shot. 
They all got together recently 
to plan the Ind Cooper and 
Meirlodge London pub pool 
league with Alan Hall, Ind 
Coope London 's managing 
director, and Ted Weakner , 
landlord of Kenns ington' s 
Festival Inn, taking a few tips 
themselves. 

SIXTEEN London pubs are competing in a pool league, 
organized by brewers Ind Coope and pool table suppliers, 
Meirlodge Limited. 

Matches will be played on Wednesday evenings at 8:30 
p.m. in pubs throughout London and the league runs until 
March. Two divisions - north and south London - with eight 
pubs in each group, have been formed. 

The eight man teams will each play the seven other teams 
in their ,league - horne and away. Each fixture will comprise 
eight single games and four doubles. 

A shield will be presented to the winning team in ' each 
league and members of the runner-up teams - again one in 
each league - will win individual trophies. 

The most consistently high scoring member of each of the 
sixteen teams will be presented with a cue. 

A grand presentation and knockout evening is planned for 
March. 

Smack in the Eye for Yanks 

POOL, the American game things aren 't quite working the game played the 
that has caught on like wild out like that. Far from being American way would catcb 
fire in pubs and c~ubs driven out by superior U.S on. 
throughout the country, carne quality, the horne sales have How wrong they were . 
in for some startling criticism expanded at the expense of Tables , admittedly inferior to 
reveals David Snook, Inter~ American manufacturers. those across the Atlantic , 
national editor of "Play To understand why the were being made to our own 
Meter" the America American product has not specifications. Smaller balls, 
coin industry's trade maga- swept all before it, says 'Play 2 inches in diameter and 
zine. Meter' , is because snooker in smaller pockets, three and 

One eminent U.S. visitor to Britain gives a background of one sixteenth wide, compared 
a recent trade exhibition in skill and the British public to two and three-quarter inch 
London , says Snook, will not tolerate the larger balls and five inch pockets of 
suggested that British tables balls and cavernous pockets, American design. 
were 'so inferior they looked treating it more like a toy HARDER 
as if they had been built in than a game of skill. The American argument is 
someone's garage. TheSe murrnurings were obviously that the easier it is 

This would seem to be the transmitted back to the U.S., to pocket a ball the quicker 
general feeling among U.S. but incredibly, American the game is over and the 

!!,~~~~ 1fl)~D)jf~( .~j}s:" '+?~L_- ....,. ... mt..O~~2~fact~,~J'S, .i~Si~.~~ th, ... a ... t'l.i.kl .. tm~TUj0.f:,-,-~ ~~~!a~~ t! kes. ~p~~at 

psychology doesn't work in a 
country used to full-sized 
snooker tables . Better to 
make it harder than have no 
one playing at all . 

The present boom is a 
smack in the eye for U.S. 
manufacturers , who have 

Leading operators Rex 
Williams , Malmoss an-d 
Tecmar, together with Hazel ' 
Grove Music Co. and Javelin 
of Heywood, have already 
adapted rules for their own 
sites. 

apparently suffered from the As one of the up-and
most un-American malady of corning operators , Henry 
complacency and lost oppor- West of West Pool Hire, put 
tunity in at least one overseas it : "We've got to get together 
market. to try and sort out the con-

Meanwhile confusion fusion. Pool, with a turnover 
concerning the rules is still well in excesJ; of (~2,OOO,OOO 
the number one talking point and several million players 
and standardization of equip- deserves some sort of 
ment necessary before pool guidelines. I'll talk to anyone
can play a major part as a interested enough in bringing , 
na tiona} indoor sport. this about'! _ - _ -- __ 

J";'\"'(~""~S ". , .. '1"' .. " '-1.C' i \ .. \,'t ' ,,1 
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,_ Beady Eyed Willie 

WILLIE MUNSON has opened a bead shop in Milwaukee , 
Wisconsin. "Betty's" Bead Bank" located at 300 W. Jun
eau not only features "exotic beads from the world over", 
but also all kinds of other neat stuff like macrame and tur
quoise jewelry . 

Margo In St. Thomas 
Continued from Page 11 
Bligh (owner of Lord Rum
bottom's ), Foster Baynes, 
Atty. William Bailey, Joe 
Stohl and Doris King, were 
among those who watched 
Peter Margo defeat one after 
another of some of the 
island's best players. And the 
crowd went wild. ' 

It seems as though a 
mutual admiration society , 
was formed this weekend. 

Michael Sullivan, president of 
The Royal Palm Sports Club 
and m.c. at the events, ex
pressed it for all of us when he 
said, "The Margos are lovely 
people." P~te Margo stated 
that st. Thomas has some of 
the finest 8-ball players he 
'has seen anywhere. He went 
on to say that everyone has 
been "super" to him and his 
wife and tha t this was one of 
the best trips they have had. 

SNOOKER SCENE 
Continued from' Page 15 

after you are in your rooms -problems sometime come up, I 
assure you that they will all be cleared satisfactorily and 
easily - if the writer is not on hand ask for Mr. Ross Randall , 
resident manager - a good guy and one who wants you to be 
happy, Credits to your room bills in Une with your deposits will 
be credited to your accounts after your arrival- any deposits 
which necessitated exchange charges will be credited to the 
amount paid less the p-xchange charge. 

Miscellanea-Miller-Cheevers (London) recovered from 
New Year 's acc~dent , thank goodness - Our Ottawa team 
besides being great players includes three control 'board 
referees - Our executive chairman has again been appointed 
chairman of the NY AC Billiard Committee - Bermuda 
newspapers have been full of the Bermuda competitions going 
on to decide team members for their ISL team or two teams. 
Snooker is certainly a major sport in the islands - one of our 
teams has ordered a babysitter for the tournament, wonder 
who the young player is!! !-We will have a great Valentine's 
gift - that is the date that our patches will be delivered to this 
office. - Your Executive director will be in the Virgin Islands 
for a 10-day span in mid-Feb. - if answers are slow coming . 
from this point you will understand. 

ISL members staying at the Bayridge Guest House in 
Pembroke, Bermuda will tell their cab-driver their destination 
- n~ bus transfer to guest houses. Cab driver is to be paid on 
arrival - no guest house charges for cabs. Guest house 
deposits will be handled as above. , 

Saturday afternoon, March 6, will be the time for the 
tournament meeting at the Old Colony Club - Hamilton -
tournament rules, etc. will be established and all ' other pre
tournament items will be discussed. It seems certain that 
there will be a cocktail party - or something - that 
evening!! ! . 

BULL SHOTS 
Continued from Page 15 

and some other country and 
Dan whispered to me in his 
fog horn voice (carrying the 
length and breadth of the 
Sahara Hotel Ball Room ) 

"We used to play better than 
that with a broom up our 
(rear end )." Needless to say, 
from that time on McGoorty 
attracted a great deal of 
attention and for the balance 
of the tournament he regaled 
all and sundry with stories 6f 
the old days. 

Rightly so , Danny 
McGoorty 's two best listeners 
were Raymond Cuelernans 
and Laurent Boulanger, a 
couple of fair to middling 
players in their own right 
Read Bob Byrne's Book on 
"McGoorty" and get an in
sight into the character of a 
man you should have known. 

The _ -ational Billiard News 
Three Cushion Open annually 
brings a great disappoint
ment to me because of the no 
show pollcy of Champion 
Allan Gilbert. Being a player 
of sorts myself and always 
wanting to improve and get 
into that class of play that 
Gilbert has dominated for 

years , I have always felt that 

if I played that well I would be 
there for the money. It is hard 
for me to understand why 
some talented people who can 
be the "best" at what they do, 
don't do what they do, when 
they can do it. (Now, if you . 
understand that sentence you 
win $1 million dollars worth of 
uncut diamonds from my 
billiard table ). 

Sorry to write that Mike 
Donnelly will not be able to 
participate in the NBN Open 3 
cush. tournament because of 
a reoccurrence of his blood 
poisoning problem of last ' 
year. Mike did everything 
possible to qualify for the 
ClasSic and when it came 
time to play he was unable to 
perform because of illness. 
Bob Ameen took his place as 
the next eligible man in line, 
reluctantly, because of their 
friendship . One thing for 
sure, Mike will be there again 
next year . 

Tom Kollins stopped in to 
see us and reports tha this 
school for pool in Lansing. 
Michigan is going great guns. 
Tom is associated with the 
Lievense Family Billiard 
Room in the Michigan capital 
city and has them standing in 
line to learn the game the way 

it should be played. With 
three high school classes and 
private lessons Tom has little 
time for competitive play but 
is still known to stroke a few 
for kicks when the situation is 
right. 

Our conversation about 
pool schools reminded me of 
the time in years gone by 
when Jimmy Caras was 
trying to establish a 
"Teachers Certificate" for 
the pros around the country. 
Jimmy had the idea of 
coordinating the formats, 
certifying the teachers, and 
each pupil upon completing 
the course 'would receive a 
proper card to that effect. 
.Great idea but ignored by the 
powers that be. It would have 
provided some income for 
most of the working pros and 
would have been a boost for 
the game. 

There are people all over 
. the U.S. waiting to become a 
part of billiards and willing to 
put some time and effort into 
it It would be nice if some 
person with the right to act . 
for the industry would put this 
energy source to work for the _ 
good of the game. 

Puhka's philosophy: Wide 
and high keep on stroking. 

THE MOST COMPLETE BOOK 

OF THE BACKGROUND 

OF THE BILLIARD GAME YET! 

William Hendrick's 

~istory of Billiards 

Now Only 

8550 

8550 price includes postage and handling. 

Make Checks or Money Order payable to 

THE NATIONAL BILL,IARD NEWS-
\ 

P.O. BOX 37·NORTHVILLE, MICHIGAN 48167 
P~ti~~~~will~.~~~~~S~j~ ·~I.·jU~·~· j· ~i;i~i· ~l oi"iUi-~~jljw~~~.~V~J '~' .j. Di!~U~I 'i~~Gi~~IMI '~d~0Wj~~.J~ib~W~i~1 ~l~II.~J~~~( ~.~~'~~f·j'~· ·i' .· ~~' ~.~· ~! ~. mediately after arrival in Bermuda. 
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Ronayne Wins Antler's Women's 

Debbie Ronayne of Milwau
kee went undefeated to out
distance the field and capture 
the Antler's Women's Nine
ball Open title on January 25. 

The 10 distaffers were 
drawn into 2 brackets of 5 by 
tournament director Doc 
McCann, and round robins 
within each were played 
(racing to five ). 

Ms . Ronayne thundered to 
the top in her bracket, win
ning 5-0 , 5-1 , 5-1, and 5-2. In 
her wake she left a 3-way tie 
for the· second spot (2 players 
from each bracket would 
advance to 7-out-of-13 double 
elimination finals) . -

Toren Twaite and Artie 
Barry of Milwaukee and 
Kathy Collard of Madison 
were all bunches with 2-2 
records. Twaite took both 
playoff matches (4-0 and 4-2) 

and thus earned a finals slot 
along with Ronayne. 

In the other prelim bracket, 
Julie Bentz of Madison took 
the top spot with her 4-0 
mark. In second place was 
Cindy Taylor (Milwaukee) 
who was 3-1" losing only a 4-5 
match to Bentz. They ad
vanced to the finals, leaving 
Wisconsin ' s 14.1 women's 
champ Melissa Rice behind 
with a 2-2 finish . 

The finals pairings pitted 
.Bentz against Ronayne, and 
Twaite against Taylor. 
Twaite handled Taylor easily 
with a 7-3 victory , but Bentz 
gave Ronayne a real test in 
Ronayne's only close call of 
the tournament. But Ronayne 
escaped with a 7-6 triumph. 

Taylor then eliminated 
Bentz 7-3 on the loser 's side. 

At the same time Ronayne 
swept to a 7-1 win over Twaite 

. on the winner 's side. Thus the 
final on the loser 's side was a 
rematch of Twaite-Taylor .. It 
was Twaite again winning, 
but by only 7-6, in a close one 
where both had ample 
chances to win. 

The Ronayne-Twaite final 
match was Debbie's convin
cingly, 7-3. In all , Ronayne 
had gone undefeated , scoring 
41 game-wins while losing 
only 14. Good steady shooting. 

Antler's honchos Dave 
Smaida and Harry Rehorst 
graciously added $40 to the 
entry tees to put up a purse of 
$240. The distribution: 
1. Debbie Ronayne .. .... $110 
2. Toren Twaite . ... . . .. .. $70 
3. Cindy Taylor . . . ... . ... $30. 
4. Julie Bentz ... . .. . . .... $30 

Balsis Named As Advisor 

MILWAUKEE, WISCON
SIN, February 16, 1976 .. . Joe 
Balsis, colorful two-time U.S. 
Open Pocket Billiards 
champion, has been named 
Tournament Advisor for the 
1976 Pabst-ACU-I National 
Intercollegiate Billiard 
Championship. The tourna
ment takes place at the 
University of Wisconsin
Milwaukee on March 24, 25 
and 26. 

Balsis will explain the fine 
points of the 14.1 game to 
spectators before each 
session , telling them what to 

look for during tournament 
play. He will also demon
strate basic billiard shots and 
a few of his well-known trick· 
shots. 

During a long professional 
career, Balsis has won 
numerous titles, including 
two U.S. Opens, the last in 
1974; the U.S. Masters, the 
World Tournament , the 
Japanese Championship and 
the CBS Billiard Classic. 
Balsis, known as the 
"Meatman" because at one 
time he earned money as a 
butcher, boasts a high run of 

344, and runs of 150 and out in 
three major tournaments. 

The National Intercolle
giate Championship, con
ducted by the Association of 
College Unions-International 
in cooperation with the 
Pabst Brewing Company of 
Milwaukee, is expected to 
draw large crowds to the UW
M student union. Four brand 
new Gandy Big G Pocket 
Billiard Ta bles and bleachers 
for 500 spectators will be set 
up in the Wisconsin Room 
East and West in the Union. 

For Cash Control in your 
Billiard Rooms ... 

• Old fashioned time card 
system. 

• Expensive errors and time 
consuming card checking. 

• Losses due to miscalculations 
or indifference. 

ACCURATELY COMPUTES CHARGES FROM 
1 TO 20 TABLES SIMULTANEOUSLY -INCREASE 
YOUR PROFITS 15% A MONTH OR MORE! 

Also available - Full Line of Billiard Supplies 

Modern Cash 
Management 

in Your Billiard Room 
Easy to install! Easy to use! ACCU·TOLL is 

compact with complete push-button contro ls! 
5 year warranty on all parts! 

Find out how inexpensive it is to own 
the most sophisticated cash control system . 

ACCU-TOLL automat ically charges for the use of the 
table PLUS each player! That means you make more 
money! One turn of the knob and you also get evening 
rates without disturbing the game already in progress! 

r------------------~ I I am interested In learning more ~bout ACCU-TOLL I 
Please send me further Information on It . • 

I Palmer Billiard Corporation I I Dept. BN . 37 Westfield Avenue 

•• 1 . ;,~;:. :~':~ '~:~: ~:~~~'. '~~~l: ~:::':':':': : : : : : : I 
·Street . • . . . • . • • • . . . • • • . • . • • . . • • . • • • . . . . • . • . . • 

• City .. _ .•.•.••....••.••••...•••.•.••.•.•... 
• State ••.•••. •• •• • .••••••• Zip. • • • • • • • • • . • . • • • 

.. 
Phone No . •• . .. • . . . ..••. .• • No. of Tables. . . . . . .. ------------------

Palmer Billiard Corporation 
Dept. BN 
37 Westfield Avenue 
Elizabeth, New Jersey 07208 
Phone (201) 2894555 

• • _ _ ,,":f .. "~ .. ~ -."....,.. --~ -- - _ .- ..... .... .,_ ... ~ .. 

GUEST EDITORIAL 
Continued from Page 2 
in a Major where you're battling the best. 

A U.S_ Open qualifier is hardly the place for a 'winner
take-all' prize money format. And it's not the place to put up a 
prize fund with a total worth of $2,000 or less and then give 65 
per cent or more of it to the winner (along with the Open 
berth! ) When you start spreading out $700 or so for the rest of 
the field , it gets a little sick looking. 

If you don't have close to $3,000 to work with as a 
minimum, don't even think major ; because even though the 
word " Major" will appear on the tournament's poster , it 'll be 
far from Major league as far as prizes are concerned. 

For the bulk of the players (all but one!) who support the 
tournament circuit, it'll just be another chance to buck 
ridiculously long odQs for an unreasonably small return. And 
none of those three reasons listed earlier is good enough to 
justify that. A tournament that returns so little to so few is not 
my idea of a major league promotion. It's not good for the 
game, because in total, it's not good for the players. 

And the players ARE the game. 

VENZKE'S VIEW 
Continued from Page 4 

On top of that , the Kid's good lookin'
after every game, Something's Cookin'. 

He handled all the local boys, 
and really bad, like they were toys. 
Then the big guns came to town ; 
just like before, he shot 'em down: 

He beat 'em all, went all the way , 
the greatest star to ever play. 
He was me, of course, and did I steam 
when I woke up from this dream. 

I grabbed the mirror and hoped I'd see 
The Kid 's sharp face, instead of me. 
But there I was, smack in the middle of it, 
still looking the same, and still shooting like ... 
always. 

The Truth May Hurt 
It's often quite tough , and sometimes gets rough 
for a pool players out on the hustle. 
As long as your mark doesn 't think you're a shark, 
he 'll pay, and won't call out the muscle. 

But as you're winning, you must keep from grinning, 
as you slowly corral all their cash ; 
'cause if they catch on, you might end your Con 
on a platter, like freshly made hash. 

It's a tough row to hoe ; yet wouldn't you go 
for the nomad's life, loose and lax?? 
No clocks to punch, sleep right through lunch, 
and your income's not subject to tax. 

And the girls would swoon about as soon 
as you came on like sexy Prince Valiant ; 
but don 't leave your spouse, and don 't sell the house ; 
I've seen you .. . you ain t got the talent. 

Sign of Quality 

McDERMOTT 
Cue Mfg., Inc. 

WE TRY HARDER BECAUSE 
WE'RE NOT EVEN No.2 

YET! 
Send for FREE Brochure of the Finest Hitting. Quality Cues to: 

McDermott Cue Mfg., Inc. 
W186 N7137 Marcy Road 
Menominee Falls, Wis. 53051 

DISTRIBUTOR INQUIRIES WELCOME ...' -, - . 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITORS-
Continued from Page 2 

the honored ambassadors it 
can muster and these three 
great players have made the 
contributions to' the game 
that entitles them to that 
honor. 

The new administration in 
charge at BCA must consider 
the accomplishments of all of 
these players and make sure 
that whatever committee is in 
charge of selection of Hall of 
Famers is not swayed by 
personal likes and dislikes. 
Fill up that Hall of Fame \\ith 
deserving people a nd 
remember that each time one 
is introduced his name will be 
preceded by BCA Hall of 
Farner. Each in his own way 
has done a tremendous 
amount of good for the game 
and the least the "game" can 
do is award a deserving honor 
that they can enjoy now! 

To the Billiard Industry , 
Players and Fans: 

A great man is gone, but 
every time you see a Bala
bushka cue his memory and 
greatness as the best cue 
maker that ever lived will 
linger on. The memories of 
any person who has passed on 
insure that that person will 
live to eternity. George Bala
bushka will live forever. 

Back in April of 1957 when I 
was 13 years old, I was 
scheduled to play Onofrio 
Laud in my father 's billiard 
room . Mr. Lauri came into 
the room with a contingent of 
camp followers spectators 
and fans from New York City. 
Among them was a slender 
slightly built man carrying a 
2 piece cue. This was not the 
player but a man with whom 
my fu ure was to be tied 
clo ely . He took the custom 
cue ou of the plastic folder 
and pu i ugether so that I 
could hi a few balls . Even at 

a earl' s age of m . career 
1 knew ha wa e finest 
cue 1 had e\-er held in my 
hands. 

A 1 gre ,; older. ,0 my 
late teens. 1 tar ed to 
prove and as age ;-as e 
mellowing rac OT my poo 
game George Bala 
was a lso improving 
time. 1 received my 
Balabushka cue when I was 
22 and I could easily see why 
his work became the fines t 
available. In the seventeen 
years that I knew Mr . B. I had 
only 2 cues made by him. 
Why? Why change horses in 
mid-stream if you are a 
winner? 

His advice to me was a very 
simple philosophy, "If you 
are playing unbeatable pool 

with one cue, why have ten." 
Uncomplicate your life and 
your direction will be straight 
and . never detour. I called 
him many times during 
tournaments to talk of results 
and his advice was always 
simple and direct, "Hang in 
there and do the best you 
can" ... It's always worked for 
me. 

Pool was his life and the 
memory of his masterpieces 
will always secure a place in 
my Hall of Fame. 

STEVE MIZERAK 
New Jersey 

is a \.Jv=.u.u, 

as I _ ec-
deeper reaso - .. 0. 

communica.· 
Hoping tha~ 

la tter. I ;1,'0 d be . 
in helping ou e cause. 

nity is the main problem 
pool has today . Besides, i s 
kind of an injustice seeing 
tha t the majori y of the 
greats are ou here . I happen 
to be living wi th one and also 

have one as a brother-in-law. 
So who would be better 
qualified to fill you in on the 
happenings of the stars? 

In December, Pete and I 
were flown down to the Virgin 
Islands for five days and 
treated royally with all ex
penses paid plus $500. Pete 
only had to do three 
exhibitions. These people 
were so beautiful and appre
ciative of his ability that we 
hated to leave. Before we did 
leave they showered us with, 
countless gifts. We also ap
peared on a full half-hour of 
their local television station. 

George Balabushka could 
have been a millionaire, but 
he didn't want money; he 
only wanted to make a flaw
less cue, and that he did. He 
used to love it when Pete 
would call him the Stradi-
arius of the pool world. 
We were literally sick over 

George's death. Pete could 
have called him up at 3 a.m. 
and said, " I need a new tip," 
and George would have said, 

Come right over." Some
times Pete would make three 
or four trips trying to get the 
right tip (" No , this one's too 
soft this one's too hard"), 
and I would say, "George 
must think you're crazy," 
and Pete would say, "No, 
George understands." And 

that was ,what made him so 
great; he understood what a 

, fraction of an ounce too light 
on the shaft was or a fraction 
of an ounce too heavy on the 
butt. He truly was a master 
and it may be wrong to feel 

. this way, but we know no one 
will ever equal his work, 
never. 

Not that much has really 
been happening , as far as 
tournaments go. Pete has 
been doing a million exhibi
tions all over New York. Mike 
Asch ran a 9-ball tournament . 
at the end of January and 
Rempe beat Steve in back-to
back games to take first and 
$1,500; Steve received $500 for 
second. Pete couldn't play in 
that one due to poolroom 
difficulties (no help). Steve 
and Pete both purchased 
computers at the Open last 
year and are really happy 
with them. Allan Hopkins 
bought his own poolroom in 
New Jersey . 

I'll bet no one realized that 
within the last 16 months 
there were five babies born to 
pool people. Isn't that inter
esting? The happy parents 
are the Margos, Mizeraks, 
Balners, Hopkins, and Pat
tarinos. 

A fact that 1 would like 

Continued on Page 21 

NEW lOU BUTERA '5 TIP TAPPER 

foNDS COS L Y ttr-'SCOls 
~OU BETT ER ENGLISH CON, 

G\'1£S ROt 

CHECK THESE FEA TURES 

* MADE ENTIRELY FROM HARDENED CARBON STEEL 

* SIZED TO FIT POCKET OR CASE 
* PRECISION KNURL PATTERN THAT SCUFFS AND SHAPES 
* SOLD WITH A COMPLETE MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

IF NOT SATISFIED WITHIN 10 DAYS 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

PRO LINE PRODUCTS CO. 
18951 NEWTON AVENUE 
SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA 90720 

I Enclose $ . . ... . ... . ... . .. for . • ..•.•.•• Tip Tappers 

Name •...•••• • ......•... · . . ....•••..•....•••...•• • ••.•.. 

Address .•. • .•..•. • ...•.•.••..•• ·••····•••·••·•···•···•· . 
City •••••. • •••••. , ....•• State .... • ••...• • . • . Zip •..•••. . . 

-California Residents Add 6% State Sales Tax 

.... 
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EARL MEETS 
THE ELITE 

Continued from Page 6 

1st-George Brunt .. . . . ... .. . . . . . . .... . . . ........... . . $400.00 
2nd- Randy Bergeron .. . ..................... . .... . .. $200.00 
3rd-'-Eddie Mathis ... . .. . .. . .. . . .. . . . I ..... . .•... . .... $110.00 
4th- Bil Mielke . . . . ..... .. . ......... . . . ..... . $90 .00 
5th-Chuck Olla .... . .. ... . .. .. ...... . . . .. .. .. .. . ..... . $35.00 
6th- Greg Ebert ...... . .. ... . . .. .. .. . .... . ... . . .. . .. ... $35.00 
7th- Willie Munson ... .. . . . . ... . . .... . . . ... . .. . ........ $35.00 
8th- Steve Sonntage . . .. . ..... . ..... ... . . . . . .. . ... ... .. $35.00 

Other entrants into the tournament were Mal Beu, Louis 
Rodriguez , Jose Alba , Ken Fitzpatrick , Dave Batchelor , 
Emroy Skenandore , Kirk Evans, Tim Milachnik, Greg Hackl , 
Mark Roszina , Steve Brantman, Jim Vieth, all of Milwaukee . 

BeA Break 
Con tinued from Page 10 

OTHER QUALIFYING TOURNAMENTS WILL BE AN
NOUNCED 

WHEN DETAILS ARE FINALIZED 
LATE FLASH! MONTGOMERY WARD & CO. has agreed 

to sponsor the Women's Division of the U.S. Open. This is the 
first time that a firm connected with the manufacturing or 
distribution of billiard tables has been associated with the 
Open as a sponsor. Let's hope the "marriage" is mutually 
beneficial. It could be the beginning of a new era for the game 
and the contestants. 

THE 33RD ANNUAL BBIA CONVENTION will be held in 
Orlando, Florida , May 17-22, at the Dutch Inn. Product in
formation clinics on billiard and bowling products, plus a full 
schedule of fun and games, assures an enjoyable and worth
while time for both husbands and wives . Non-members who 
manufacture or distribute goods in these industries are 
welcome to attend as guests . Write to Billiard and Bowling 
Institute of America, 717 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, Ill . 60611. 

THE NEW MANAGING DIRECTOR oj BCA and BBIA is 
BOB GOODWIN. He has been with the National Sporting 
Goods Association for the past 14 ye~rs and is assistctnt to the 
executive director. Fred Herzog , former managing director , 
left BCA at the first of the year to accept a position in private 
industry. Garrie Senior, who has been with these two 
associations for the past three years, continues as his 
assistant. 

JUST OUT! 
Free Brochure of Books & Pictures 

on Pool ,. Billiards, and Snooker. 

We have the Largest Selection in the USA 

WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURE : 

Bill iard A rch ives 
1113 Dodson 
San Ped ro" Cal ifornia 90732 

INTRODUCI NG 

ME eel ORIGINALS 
CUES MA DE BY 

BOB MEuee. 
CUSTOM MADE CUES ARE NOW 

AVAILABl:E IN MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 

-INSIST ON THE FlNEST-
CA LL or JJ'RITE 

M Euee. OR.G.NALS 
1672 GETWELL 

MEMPHIS, TENN. 38111 
(901) 743-8921 

In St. Petersburg 

Mastry's Bar and Grill 
Leads Tavern Tourney 

Skyrocketing along at an 
.823 0 85-34) clip Mastry's 
Bar and Grill has forged a 19 
game lead over the M & M 
Mummers in the National 
" B" Divis ion of the st. 
Petersburg Invitational 
Tavern Pool League . 
Although picked as the pre
season favorite , their victory 
pace and substantial lead on 
the M & M, which has the 
third best record .724 09-53 ) 
in the entire 68 team league, 
was not expected. 

The Flamingo Bar, picked 
second in overall league 
guesstimates , is playing at an 
.800 (153-39) pace and is 
enjoying a healthy 28 game 

spread over the Double Six 
Club gang in the American 
" A" Division. 

In the two fingernail biting 
division , Nell's Barons, 
Max's Blinker Beats and the 
Holiday Raiders are in a nine 
game spread dog fight at the 
halfwa y mark of their 
National " A" battle . Over in 
the American " B" Max 's and 
the Club 54 four are in a 136-56 
- 128-64, 8 game spread with 
the Dew Drop Dudes just 17 
games back. 

The ladies division of the 
league had no early favorites 
but the Waysidettes with 114-
66 record lead the C-54 
Liberty Belles by 2 and the 

Club 28 Sweethearts by 12 
games in their National 
League. 

The Double Six Dead Eyes' 
124-56 pace the American 
League girls , followed closely 
by Mastry's Sweet Young 
Things (120-60), Wa yside 
Belles 016-64 ), Max ' s 
Rowdies 012-68) and the 100-
80 Club 54 Sciatchettes. 

League President Cal 
Bounds says that the league is 
rolling along smoothly and a 
crowd of 1,000 plus people is 
expected at fabulous St . 
Petersburg Bayfront Arena 
for the June 26 Cham
pionship. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Ad rates are 75c per line, four line minimum 
Bold Face type add 25c per line. 
2" Display ad, $15.00 
Mail check or money order with ad to : 

NATIONAL BILLIARD NEWS 
3297 W. 12 Mile Road, Berkh!y,Mich.igan 48072 

Madison model Brunswick. 
with ivory inlay in leg, 41!2x9, 
1112 slate. Ava i lable in 
snooker or pool , ' with cloth, 
bes t offer, m int condition Box 
31076, Nat iona l Bill iard News. 

WE BUY 
Used Pool Tables & 

Foosball Machines 
-or-

Billiard Factories 
Going Out of Business 

Write to: 
Golden Cue Billiard Supply 

P.O. Box 53 
Killeen Texas 76541 

Sxl0 used Brunswick Gold 
Crown, Carom and Snooker 
Ra i ls and Castings, offwhite 
panels, good cond ition, ava il
able with equ ipment. $450 
FOB Berkle y, M ich. Q
Master , 3297 Twelve Mi le 
Rd ., Berk ley, Mich. 

Posters of the ' Hus tl er ' 
characters, Paul Newman 'as 
Fast Eddie and Jack ie 
Gleason as Minnesota Fats, 
approx. 2 ft. by 3 ft. $2 each. 
Both for $3 .50 plus 60 cents 
postage. Check or money 
order with order. Puhka 
Products, 3297 Twelve Mile 
Rd., Berkley, Mich. 4807.2 

Brad Scuffer, all metal $2.50 
each, 6 for $13 .50 ... Shaft 
"Smoothie", fine abrasive 
that will not damage shafts of 
the most expensive cues, 
$1.00 each, 6 for $5.50. Puhka 
Products, 3297 Twelve Mile 
Rd., Berkley, Mich. 48072 

Anniversary and Centennial 
model Carom and Snooker 
Tables (2). Gandy 4x8 Big G 
Pocket Model with scorers in 
rail $600.00, Ant ique Br ass 
lamps in groups of three, $100 
set, 4 Brunswick Display Cue 
Racks (each holdi ng 60 cues 
with rota tin g spindles ) 
Antique Brunsw ick Drawer 
Cue holder (with 12 drawers 
exce llent con d i ion) Box 
31707, National Bill iard ews. 

40 FOOSBALL 
MACHIN ES 

Leisu re-American 
Big Red Coin-Op 

$295.00 each 
Write to : 

330 E. A venue 0 
Killeen, Texas 76541 

Complete library of billiard 

CUSTOM 
CUES 

by 

Paul Huebler 
P.O. Box 514 
Linn, Mo. 
65051 

Phone 
(314) 

897-3179 

Pool Ba II Dress-spor t sh irts, 
t rev illa mater ia l, Be ige, Pa le 
Green, Pale Blue and Cora l. 
L -XL . $19 i ncludes 
mailing Box 17631, Na tional 
Bi l li ard News, 3297 12 Mile 
Rd ., Berk ley, Mich. 48072 

Antique style pool tab le legs, 
replicas of popular, Un ion 
League, MiSSion and Queen 
Anne. One set or quan tity 
pricing . Any a nd a ll 
component parts used in t he 
manufacture of antique sty le 
poo l tabl es . Contact Bo x 
667890 , Nat i ona l Bi lli ard 
News, 3297 12 Mile Rd., 
Berk ley, Mich. 48072 

. books from 1830. Biblio- Sxl0 Carom Table (Gandy) 
graphy upon request. Would Practically new, with equip-
prefer to sell all (60 books), ment. Contact Ken Smith, 
Box 31791, National Bi lliard 5943 Highland Rd., Pontiac, 
News. _____ Mi~!t~ _ 4~:5.~ _ ____ . _~ . __ , 1 

-T_ ....... ~.·C .. 1!r..~~'l.~~~ -. A. ............ .... :.L . a:. .a a '"_ .. ~ 
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-LETTERS· TO THE EDITORS-
Continued from Page 1-9 

known to those who played up 
the Burlington tournament
Big Steve (that's what we call 
Mizerak ) has not received the 
other half ($1,000 ) of his prize 
~oney as of this date . No 
comment. 

Dear Sir, 

Sincerely yours 
JOAN MARGO 

Staten Island N. Y. 

I am writing this letter to 
inform you that of this date I 
have not received my issue of 
the NBN. 

Having started my sub
scription a year ago and 
renewing again for another 
year I have gr9wn very fond 
of your wonderful 
publication . As soon as I 
receive my copy in the mail I 
stop whatever I am doing and 
make myself comfortable 
and for the next hour I devote 
myself to each and every 
page, word by word. After I 
finish my wife takes over, 
that is , if she hasn't beaten 
me to it first. She also enjoys 
your paper, especially the 
articles on women players. 

I must confess that we 
would be lost as to what is 
happening in the billiard 
world if it wasn't for the NBN. 
Good luck and continued 
success in the future. Keep up 

all the good things you are 
doing for our wonderful 
game. 

Respectfully, 
JOSEPH I. SEVERINO 

Los Angeles , CA 

Dear Mr . Severino : The 
papers have been late Jor the 
past two months because we 
ha ve changed our mailing 
system for the better. We are 
attempting to counteract the 
bulk ma il syste m with a more 
efficient and m echan ize d 
mailer . 

* * * * 
Gentlemen , 

Have you set the dates for 
the major tournament you 
usually hold? We hear of a 
decline in women's qualifiers. 
There seems to be nothing for 
women at all. We need to hold 
dates in our schedules and 
that is the reason for this 
inquiry. 

We 've seen some 
remarkable pool in Philly 
recently . Two weeks ago it 
was Martin vs Mizerak. After 
a little sparring with. no 
misses, Martin ran 71 and 
played safe. Mizerak got 
loose and ran 139. Needing 
two, Steve missed 149, ticking 
a ball in passing. Martin got 
up and ran 80 and out. Only 
one ball missed all night and 

it cost Mizerak the game! 
Last week it was Mizerak

Crane. Crane started off with 
80, Mizerak came back to 108, 
then Crane ran 114 and out ! 
Next week the big match will 
be Martin and Crane. They 
won 't have big Steve to kick 
around. ' 

Mike Fusco, the local 
impressario, is trying to put 
on a Gloria Walker-Jean 
Balukas "Queen of the Hill" 
providing Jean is agreeable. 

I believe that women's pool 
is in serious trouble. Where is 
the money coming from? 
Everything in Chicago seems 
to be tightening up. This has 
to happen just as Glor ia 
Walker may get back some of 
the er substan tial in-

es tm en t she ha s m ade . 
Lesso ns pool ti me and 
months of practice wasted 
now that high run mone is 
disappearing and women 's 
tourneys a re rar e . Will they 
get 16 women for the Open? 
Women are the future of the 
game, but wha t s happening 
now? 

Sincerely, 
CHARLES WALKER 

Cheyney, PA 

Dear Mr. Walker, 
The dates for our tourna

ment are May 28 through Ma y 

31 , and it will be held at the 
Cushion 'N' Cue in Livonia, 
Michigan. 

As for the controversy 
surrounding Women's Pool 
and the U.S. Open , we will 
carry the complete details in 
our next issue. 

* * * * 

contagious let's-get-together 
movement. 

It is with this will and en
couragement of th~ many 
players in the profession, plus 
the integrity and true ability 
of Bill Stigall, that I approach 
you on the suoject. 

My yarn, "He Who Sinks 
The Nine Wins," could be the 
first in a series of illustrated 
articles to motivate larger 

Dear People: purses ' in tournament play 
Re: Bill Stigall and The and the selection of a com-

Southeastern Nine-Ball missioners for a Professional 
Tourney. , Pool Players' Association. 
. I have covered . sports for My pictorials have been 

two decades, always striving published in most of the 
. to illuminate through them, outdoor and travel 

the age in which we live. magazines , including: Aloft, 
Now, the wind has shifted Venture, Argosy , True, World 

and we have something that Sports, Trailer Life , 
could be called an organized Motorboat, Epicure and The 
plan (security), or system by Encyclopedia of Baseball 
which Professional Pool Hall of Fame. 
Players , can provide for If you think my idea 
those of its members who are worthy, one that The 
in need. The forming of an National Billiard News could 
association , P.P.P.A., with a use , I will start the outline 
committee or board-of- immediately. 
directors , followed by a 
" Commissioner" to lobby for 
their interests. 

The unquenchable thirst of 
the " wor ld-top-players" for 
old-age unemployment, or a 
disability plan maintained 
jointly by the players and an 
equity , has them marching to 
the beat of new music, with a 

Sincerely, 
RUSS FORD 
Dunedin, Fla 

Drop us a Line ... 
We'd like to hear what you 
have to say. Address all 
correspondence to the 
editor. 

Y,h'e Budweiser.-Open 
I • 

9-BALL TOURNAMENT 
April 3rd tbru April Iltb, 1976 • Jointed Cue Billiards • Sacramento, California 

AFTERNOON AND 
l VENING SESSIONS 

• 
ANTIQUE BEER BAR 

• 
150 THEATRE SEAT ARENA 

• 
SEASON'S TICKETS 

$42.50 
Limited to 100 

.---------- .---------
PLAYERS' MEETING 

Saturday, April 3 
2:30 p.m. 

• 
Proprietors'Seminar 
Wednesday ,-April 7 

9:30 a.m. 

.--

$500000 in PRIZES 
1st $200000 

/ 

3rd . $70000 7th . $17500 

4th. $50000 

-GUARANTEED-

For Entries, Information, Room Reservations, Contact: 

Terry Stonier . 

JOINTED CUE BILLIARDS 

2375 Fruitridge Road 
Sacramento, California 95822 

.' .. " : ~ ' 'tl~l .f~~:-,~4~~ 

ENTRY FEE $100 

11 OUT OF 21 GAMES 

DOUBLE ELIMI NATI ON 

WINNER BR E'AKS 

ONE .MISS, BALL IN HAND 
OPEN DRAW 

--------- . ----------
OPEN 24 HOURS 

During the Tourney 

• 17 Pocket Tables 
2 Billiard Tables 

• 
SNACK BAR 

Burgers 
to 

Breakfast 
~ 4~CCK£C£C£~ . I 

.... 
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HE WHO MAKES THE NINE, .WINS. • • 
Continued from Page 5 

were replayed on a greasy 
table in Baker's Lunch, under 
a " No Gambling Allowed" 
sign. 

"This happened in Vegas," 
he says. "Bet-A-Hundred 
Oleson was playing thili 
pigeon for his case-ace." 
Using the salt and pepper 
shakers for the 9 and 8 balls, 
the sugar bowl for the 7, and 
his coffee cup for the cue ball, 
Willis repeated the disaster. 

"The pigeon was a piece-of
cake, only Oleson gets 
careless - drills in the sugar 
bowl, banks the salt shaker in 
the end sack while getting 
shape on the pepper. How
ever, while cutting the pepper 
into the side satchel, the 
coffee cup went three 
cushions around the table to 
drop slowly into the ' end 
pocket, to blow the room 
rent." 

"Those two guys (Lassiter 
and Willis), had you locked
up when they came into town, 
only you didn't know it," said 
Bill Stigall, who was 

Marcel ' Camp, a nostalgic 
figure of the past-Hustler, 
stood weighing his opinions at 
Bob Meucci 's custom made 
cue display. A local scribe 
intruding on the haunting 
memories of the lowly pool 
halls in which Marcel has 
shown his wares asked Camp, 
"Why did you become a pool 
player?" The reply came 
back at him like the smashing 
break of a 9-ball game going 
on beside them : "Well . you 
see I used to be a Wick-, 
braider in a lantern factory, 

. 'til Edison put me out of work 
with his electric light bulb - I 
had to make expenses some 
way." 

This brought about another 
question of how these pro
fessionals from billiard gym
nasiums learned to shoot so 
straight. Some answers came 
from Don Willis while he was 
presenting his trick-shot 
exhibition. "Man ! I raised 
my children hustling pool. 
When I made the eight-ball in 
the side pocket it was like two 
pounds of hamburger - I 
didn't dare miss." 

F .D.R. , when he promised all 
the people the six , seven, 
eight and the break, if they 
would vote for him . 

I had the opportunity of dis
cussing the possibilities of 
such an organization with 
some of today's world-top 
speeds , along with other 
retired, financially successful 
pool players . They haven't 
got the "elegant solution," 
nevertheless, they did voice 
their opinions, and offered 
help if asked for . Here is the 

. sum-and-substance of the 
pow-wow : 

First, every player accepts 
the idea of forming the 
association, "P.P.P .A." Pro
fessional Pool Players ' 
Association , with a com
mittee or board-of-directors, 
followed by a member of 
affluence (commissioner) , to 
lobby for their interests. The 
Pool Players ' Hall of Fame 
should be moved to a new 
location and brought back to 
life , with the P .P .P .A. built 
around it. . 

constantly as trappings to the 
true type of protagonist 
(hero ), we are dealing with. 
We should ask these sooth
sayers what a professional 
pool player is - Find out who 
we are, we may be astoun
ded." 

One statement by these 
addlepated shylocks, whom 
money clings like cholera to a 
coolie , reads : "The only 
difference between a gentle
man and a bum is money." 
This doesn't r ing your chimes 
in a 9-ball game, as it does on 
"Skid-Row," where the Cory
bants are at home with the 
derelicts. Nor does it put you 
in Fat-City when a pigeon 
makes the "nine" on the 
break and taps you out before 
you get a shot - Are you a 
bum or a professional? 

greatest." That cools them . 
These pool players are' 
gamblers., self-promoters . 

What do you think the Billy 
Jean King vs Bobby Riggs 
tennis-gig was? Or the Evil 
Knievel rip-off - something 
tpey thought up while 
gathering eggs? 

So you are all established 
professional pool players, and 
as Mike Sigel, the 21-year
old Captain Hook said, " I 
practiced 16 and 18 hours a 
day and worked hard to get 
where I am now - one of the 
best. Without strong tourna-
ment tours and larger purses 
we are "Pool Hustlers ," and 
what 's wrong. with that? 

A CHILD SHALL LEAD YOU 
Beware of Banbury 

Tinkers , unknowIls who seek 
no monetary gain or glory, 
but the uniting of men for a 
worthy cause (sounds like the 
Draft Board) , and donations 
of funds for the professionals. 

/ promoting the 9-ball contest. 
It appears timely to talk 

about an organized plan 
(security), or a system by 
which profe!!sional pool 
players, (in all artifices of the 
craft) , will provide for those 
of its members who may be in 
need. A plan of old-age, 
unemployment, or disability 
insurance. A financed fund 
maintained jointly by the 
players, the association a.nd 
an insurance company. 

Bill Stigall gathered these 
words from the players : " An 
ultimate must be established ; 
that being , who are we trying 
to organize? Some beat
witted writers suggest the 
word "pool" , is tainted, that 
"billiards", would give a 
better impression in Dun and 
Bradstreet, that "hustler," 
should be said with a whisper, 
or left to Jackie Gleason and 
Paul Newman in Hollywood, 
and that any association 
connected with the Poolhall 
would spoil the image. They 
use the word " professional" 

There are pool players who 
call themselves "P091 
Players ," and they use the 
word hustle and "Hustler" 
with great ego. If you don't 
think so, ask Jimmy Moore as 
I did in Alburquerque, New 
Mexico: - "Jimmy what's a 
Hustler? " He replied, "I land 
in town and mouth-off, 'Hey, 
I'm the greatest 9-ball player 

ASHBY 
WINS ABA 

1 • , 

Stigall, who lives in Tampa, 
won last year's S.E . Open and 
was a favorite with the home 
folks. 'Bill went on : "Lassiter 
once said, (quote the book 
'The Lion and The Lambs' by 
Thomas Finch) : 'Don Willis 
is the unknown Lion. If I ever 
have to have a guy shoot pool 
for my life, to win, lose, live 
or ,die, he would be Willis.' " 

As if to keep a Bicentennial 
touch to the pool tournament, 
the ghostly appearance of 

Such a move in this 
direction has been talked 
about since the term of 

in the world and if you got 
anybody you think can beat 
me, you can make a bet.' " 

Sometimes when these 
anglers of finance bring in
solvency to a village, the local 
cats get hot. But, if the 
Hustler says: "Look, I told 
you guys that I'm the 

FOOTBALL POCKET BILLIARDS 
Tired of EIGHT BALL and 

ROTATION? Try this new and 
challenging game combining 
BILLIARDS and FOOTBALL!!! 
Instruction Pamphlet, $PO 

1365 E. Magnol ia St . Paul , Minn. 55106 

P.O. Box 716 
GAMEKRAFT Niles, Mich. 49120 

••••••••••••••••••••••• ********* ••••• 

~ 
"PRODUCT ENGINEERING - AUTOMATION DESIGN 

THE A.G.L. DESIGN COMPANY 0 

. 4103 ELMHURST, ROYAL OAK, MICHIGAN 48073 

313 Lincoln 97321 

INTERESTED IN ADDING A UNIVERSAL CAROM PLUG TO YOUR PRODUCT LINE? 

WRITE FOR PATENT PENDING INFORMATION - TODAY! TODAY. 

CLASSIC 
Con tinued from Page 9 
George won by a score of 50 to 
29 in only 50 innings. 

. 3rd & Final Set-6:30 
Feb. 15, 1976, sUn. 
This whole round turned out 
to be a battle for second 
place. Luis Campos had a 
chance at second, but he had 
to get by Ashby, who played a 
brilliant game, which really 
had no bearing on George's 
position . Ashby won 50 to 24 in 
his second 50 inning game. 
With <::ampos ' defeat the 
second place position was 
open to Bob Strange if he 
could beat McClelland, and 
also if Ameen was beaten by 
Martin . 

Strange managed to win 
over McClelland 50 to 46 in 76 
innings, but Ameen also won, 
knocking Strange out of 
second. Ameen played a 
strong game, having all the 
pressure on him . Martin 
played a close game, knowing 
that he also had a shot at 
second, depending on the 
outcome of the rest of the 
matches . Ameen won 50 to 43 
in 66 innings , clinching 
second place before a very 
happy home crowd.' 

The Hawk saved fifth place 
for himself with a surprise 
victory over Bob Letherby. 
Letherby also had a shot at 

. second pending on the out
come of these matches. But 
the Hawk got him 50 to 47 in 80 
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1st Annual Open 
World ® BALL- ® BALL Championships 

A SPORTS PROMOTIONS UNLIMITED PRESENTATION 

For Entry Information 
Phone 

( 503) 389-6366 

APRIL 14th thru APRIL 29th, 1976 

I I 
T O BE HELD AT 

Inn of the 7th Mountain 
Bend, Oregon 

SKIING, FISHING, TENNIS, HORSE BACK 

Special Rates 

FOR TOURNAME NT PLAYERS 

For Room Reservations 
Phone 

(503) 382-8711 

TOURNAMENT WILL BE PLAYED ON THE TOURNAMENT TABLE THE GANDY uBIG G" 
TOURNAMENT EQUIPMENT FURNISHED BY GANDY'S INDUSTRIES 

THE WORLD 
FAMOUS 
GANDY'S 
BIG uG" 

GO ALL THE WAY 
w1Ytt GANDY'S CHAMPION 

LINE OF BILLIARDS 

GANDY9S INDUS T RIES 9 INC. 
ROY GANDY and KIM GANDY 

510 11th St. / P.O. Box 533 / (912) 745-7621 
Macon, Georgia 31202 

NATIONAL TOURNAMENT . 
. CHALK 

-
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Our standing challenge: taste and compare the good 
old-time flavor of Pabst with any other beer. Once you 
taste Blue Ribbon quality, you'll never go back to the 
beer you were drinking. Take our challenge. We know 
Blue Ribbon will come out the winner, every time. 

March, 1976 

Pabst. Since 1844. T~e quality has alwa come through. 
'" Copyright, 1974. PABSt BREWING COMPANY Milwaukee, Wis., Peoria He,ights, III., Newark, N.J., Los Angel es , Calif " Pabst, Geolllia. 
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