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LETTERS 

TO T E 
EDITORS 

Dear People : 
I have long fel t tha t 

National Billiard News is the 
best publication covering the 
field of pocket billiards, but I 
feel that your extensive 
coverage of the Midwest and 
West Coast areas seem to 
leave little room for the 
activities taking place in the 
East. I particularly miss the 
needed coverage in the stat.e 
of Massachusetts. 

There is surely no lack of 
tournaments and interesting 
participants . Giving an 
example, recently there was 
a Class B tournament held in 
Quincy, Mass. on December 
14, 1975. It was an all male 
tournament in which I was 
somehow allowed to 
participate. It gave me 
enough local publicity that I 
am now a candidate for the 
U.S. Women's Open which 
will soon be coming up. I 
broke my hlP r Wl m- the 
tournament and now I have a 
new record of 72. I was very 
much surprised to find that 
there was no coverage given 
to this tournament except in 
the local paper and a sport 
bulletin . I realize -that your 
representatives cannot cover 
all tournaments, so this is the 
reason that I am taking this 
opportunity to write to you. 

It is unfortunate that 
public mention in the East is 
only available in local 
newspapers and limited 
sports bulletins. It is 
unfortunate because lack of 
publicity prevents adequate 
matching of contending 
players in the more 
important tournaments held 
in different parts of the 
country. Such a situation is 
particularly unfortunate with 
relation to women players 

Con tinued on Page 18 
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nForum 
by D. SILVA FAHKS 

Having_ been granted access to the pages of this fine 
newspaper to express my views in March, I was both delighted 
and disappointed to see the "rebuttal" by a Mr. Nick Page in 
April, 

I was delighted be~ause it is the free and open excha~ge of 
ideas, opinions, and information (even, perhaps especially, if 
differences exist) that will help educate, inform and stimulate 
all segments of the sport. 

But I was disappointed at the manner in which Mr. Page 
('hose to disagree . He scathingly attacked me personallv 
(although he has never met me and knows nothing about me), 
drawing upon both inaccurate conclusions he made after 
reading my letter as well as his own obviously fertile 
imagina tion . 

..... In addition, Mr. P_age chooses to also crucify a man he 
describes as "one of the so-called professional players, who is 
also a proprietor like myself." Mr. Page says \that "this 
individual, because of his inner corrpution will be brought up 
again 'in another point.. ." 

Very kindly , when that point is made later in the editorial, 
Mr. P~ge doesn 't identify the player-proprietor in question. He 
simply tells us that the player finished fifth in his Chicago 
Open tournament! 

The ironic thing is that my letter was not aimed at Nick 
Page or any other promoter personally. It was a generi~ 
criticism based on stated opinion. 

Mr. Page: if the shoe doesn't fit, don't wear it. If the shoe 
does fit, then defend the logic and rationale behind your 
position in a calm and mature way; don't attack the person or 
persons who have a different feeling about the issue. 

You conclud~ that I am, to select a few; ignorant. 
covetous, a purveyor of "infantile thralbingl," uninitiated to 
-to\lrnalfi~t promb1.iuu, and" Hwi\hout.... doubt a medloere 
player." 

Come on, Nick. None of those personal vilifications are 
true, except perhaps the last. I won't argue-about the last, 
because my playing ability is irrelevant here; you don't have 
to be President or even run for President to justifiably criticize 
the electoral college system of general elections. 

So let's put personalities behind us and address the issue. 
And I truly believe, despite the superficial eloquence of your 
reply, that you failed to properly interpret my comments. 

- I listed " several probable reasons" why some promoters 
blatantly juggle the prize money to get a "Major" designation. 

Not you personally. not anybody personally, not all 
promoters. But if y-ou don't believe there are "promoters" who 

' Continued on Page 24 
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. Pabst-ACU-/ Tournament 

Cianflone, Rice- Collegiate. Champion~ 
By BRUCE VENZKE 

Iilwaukee, Wis-
"Whim you drink Pabst, 

you drink the ~est."· 
That was the advertising 

slogan used about a century 
ago when the Best Brewery of 
Milwaukee changed its name 
to the one so familiar today : 
Pabst Brewing Company. 

And according to Rich 
Ratcheson , adver ti sing 
manager for the Milwaukee
based brewing.....giant, that 
assessment of the product is 
still true today. -Is he biased? 

I would never argue with a 
man of Mr . R'atcheson ' s 
expertise , particularly after 
all my enjoyable sampling of 
the "Blue." I would only 
suggest a supplementary. 
slogan : "When you go with a
Pabst-sponsored event, you 
go with the Best." 

And I 'm posit ive that 
everyone involved with the 
1976 Pabst Blue Ribbon 
National Intercollegia te Bil
liard Championships, from 
players to press and score
keepers to spectators , would 
agree tha t indeed, since 1844, 
the quality stm - comes 
through . 

Pabst , as co-sponsor with 
the Association of College 
Unions-International , helped 
immensely to propuce 'a truly 
fi rst class event that will 
remain a vivid memory for 
everyone who attended. 

Held at the University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee , the 
annual BCA-sanctioned event 
brought together the 15 male 
ACU-I regional winn ers from 
all across the U.S. and 
Canada , plus an at-large 
entry from the UW-M region. 
The women 's division 
consists of the top eight seeds 
from the 15 regional winners. 
(It was announced that in 1977 
the women's field will be 
expanded so that all the 
regional I winners can 
compete at the nationals.) 

Double elimination formats 
were used, and for the first 
time in the long history of .the 
ACU-I's,. both winners 'came 
out of the loser's brackets to 
gain their championships . . 

The hopes of UW-M stu
dents were buffeted around ' 
right from the start; with top
seeded Melissa , Rice and 
Doug Amenda both ip the ' 
Nationals from the host 
school, thoughts of a sweep of 
both huge traveling trophies 
for UW-M · were being 
vocalized. 

(Left to right Gandy. John Cianflone, Melissa Rice , Rich Ratcheson . 
0 _ iE BIG HAPPY FAMILY 

Those ' hopes ' were buoyed 
when Amenda won his firs t. 
match 100-41 over Don 
Paradise U. of Hartford). But 
in the very next round, as the 
girls moved in , UW-M fans 
were dealt a ' severe blow as 
Missy RICe lost her first 
match. 

Stephanie Kawaoka (tough · 
to pronounce but very easy to 
remember) from Cal. Poly -
San Luis Obispo upset Rrce 
50-42, and Missy faced the 
task of winning 6 in a row if 
her, no. 1 ranking was to hold . 
up. 

But she was not No. 1 for 
:nothing, and the second day 's 
last pairings found Missy 
going a(ter her third win of 

. the. day in the l oser's side 
'. final game. On the next table, 
Amenda was after his 4th 
straight victory in the men's 
winner 's bracket final match. 
. They were both sharp, with 
Rice taking a 50-28 game 
from Beth Marietta (U. of 
Alabama ) and Amenda 
turning back John Ciannone 

_(Rutgers - Camden) 100-55. 

1. 

3. 
·t 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 

1. John Cian!1 
'2. Doug Are da 
3. James Tur::er-
4. Demetri Ar.g~ 

. 5. Neil Murra. 
6. James YcI>er!:::: -
7. Steve Cusil'\r 
3. Bruce McCan 
9. Jack Austin 
10. Rob Hovick 
11.. Darrell Bratteli 
12. Jay Hungerford 
13. Barry Hixon 
14. Bill Smith 
15. Randy Vicknair 

denied the title, looked a 
cinch. The UW-M crew now 
turned their attention to 

O~1EYS RESULTS 
1.:. of Wisconsin-Milw. · 1.76 

Lansing Comm. Coll~ge 1.72 
Queens College ' 1.13 
L . of Alabama 1.28 
1:. of Texas-Austin .1.51 
Cal. Poly-San Luis Obispo 1.02 
~ichi t a State Univ. L05 
-est Virginia Univ. 1.01 

-d-out, Melissa Rice 

R.ESULTS 
Rutgers-Camden 
-. of Wis.-Milwaukee 
-- '" of Alabama 

Cal.-Berkeley 

4.19 
4.37 
4.54 
4.00 
4.48 
3.76 
3.94 
3;32 
4.17 
3.47 
2.70 
2,35 
1.95 

\ 1.52 
1.47 ; 

16. Don Paradise :.:- : Hartford 1.46 

.-
whether Rice could 
conceivably win 3 in a row 
(including two over veteran 
Vicki Frechen of Lansing 

. Community College). 
But those who were 

prematurely crowning 
Amenda underestimated 
John Cianflone. John came 
back to challenge Amenda 
again , and this time he had 
enough to win 100-33. 

With one loss apiece , the 
men's title game was a closer 
100-70 battle, but again it was 
Cianflone quite "Invincingly 
despite a valiant effort by 

. Amenda to pull it out just 
before the end. Anyway, the 
UW-M "sweep" now looked 
more like a sweep of runner
up spots. 

But .. , Missy Rice already 
had an ACU-I runner-up 
trophy (975) and Vicki 
Frechen or not, she came out 
free-stroking in an effort to 
get the winner's version this 
time around . 

High ru:: :; L.....-------=----_______ .t...L..;........:J.~_=__..J ')~ ...... t 
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BULL 
SHOTS 

By BOB MULLEN 
Co-Pu blisher 

DON'T KEEP IT A SECRET 
Guy Little's Family Biliards in Scarborough, Maine wrote 

us a note that his annual BCA tournaments. two that is . will be 
played June, 4, 5 and 6th and June 25, 26 and 27th. The Littles 
have been sponsoring players to the U.S. Open since 1968 and 
they wondered why we did not list the contests in our 
tournament calendar. We did not know anything about them 
and · Guy ' Little ~ r. took for grant.ed that we would 
automatically be notified of his sanctions. Well, for his 
information and all of you others who wish to announce 
something in the NBN, 'DON'T KEEP IT A SECRET LET US 
KNOW BEFORE YOUR TOURNAMENT AND AFTER SO 
THAT· YOU MAY BENEFIT FROM OUR WIDESPREAD 
SUBSCRIPTION LIST. It doesn't even . have to be a 
tournament - it could ~ some locaf promotion, a challenge 
match, a lady having a baby on table three, anything that will 
be~ of interest to a Qaol buff Keep those cards and -letters 
coming. 
THERE'S GOING TO BE ANOTHER PARTY. 

JOE BURNS OF DAYTON. OHIO has announced that he is 
feeling better and may have another party in the early fall. 
The long remember~d Dayton tournament of two years ago 
just may be repeated if Joe can get his second wind. I suppose -
that again this proves that we live in a nine-ball or eight-ball 
world with a little strawberry sky left over for straight pool. 
Straight, or 14.1, is still the game.of great skill and for dyed-in
the-wool pool buffs, you can't beat it, but the crowd goes for the 
short spurt games. 

Yellow stripe fever is contagious and catching. All over 
this country there are areas where the game is getting more 
popular than ever. You must save a little space for the black 
ball plague 'cause it's the biggest. Keep your eye on our pages 
for all the bar league news and the nine ball battles coming up, 
more than I could list in this column. 
DOROTHY WISE BACK IN ACTION 

Nestling in the heart of Santa Clara Valley. California is 
th~ largest billiard room yet, In a regionally designed building 

, of over 14,000 squareieet, there is a potential of 34 commercial 
pool snooker and.carom tables . Th~ plans call for a pro shop, a 
coffee shop and a tournament room with built-in C;:1'\P('t~tnr 

seats. A very important fixture in this plan is the grea-t lady of 
pocket billiards, Dorothy Wife, former-U.S. Open champion. 
Dor,9thy will be a member of the staff and will give lessons by 
appointment only in the evenings. 

The Room, Fallfornia Billiards, will open with 28 tables: 3 
for billiards and 2 for snooker. Gene Stary will be official 
Tournament Director and will feature weekly Jiandicap 
tourneys. Leading off the first-week in May is a planned nine 
ball contest with plenty of room for seating for spectators. 

California Billiards is located in San Jose at 5160 Stevens 
Creek Blvd. Parking for over 2,000 people. It sounds like a ' 
biggie and we will have a review of the facilities written by a 
famous writer in the area. Imagine ... a book review, or a movie 
review, and now a pool room review. 
NEWS FROM UP AROUND THE -BEND-OREGON. THAT 
IS. 

The National Billiard News erstwhile columnist, one time 
billiard room owner, player and pool enthusiast extrodinaire, 
Jay Helfert reported into our, office about the behind the 
scenes situation at the Bend, Oregon Champi09ship 8-Ball and 
9-Ban tournament. Breathlessly and rapidly, Jay told us of 

Continued on Page 22 \ 

DANNY JANES 

J-OSS CUES - -

TOWSON, MARYLAND 

8741 A. Mylander Lane- Towson, Maryland 21204 
(301) 821-0064 

Pinkowski 'Numero Uno 
~ / 

In Hudson .Valley Tour/1ey 
B JOE CERVONI 

:\ewburgh, ,Y ,-
On 'larch 25th., the Empire 

Billiard Lounge , in 
Newburgh,. 'ew York, a quiet 
Mid-Hudson \ 'aIley com
munity, presented its first 
Open len 's 9- Ball Tour
nament. With 3 days of 
grueling play and expert shot 
making , we saw such well 
known names as : Ray 
Martin, Earl Herring, Toby 

, Sweet, and Ed O'Connell 
become victims of relatively 
unknown names as Walter 
Glass of Long Island, N.Y., 
and Gary Pinkowski of Bing
hamton, N.Y. 
_ Glass, playing flawlessly in 
the loser's bracket after a 
first tournament, first set" 
loss, which most players 
agree was accompanied by a 
slight case of jitters, put his 
game together and demolish
ed Sweet by a score of 11 to 4, 
in the loser's bracket semi
final set. 

On the other tabl,e, inside 
the Empire's newly opened 
Exhibition Room, a confron
tation of winners was in 
progress. This match saw 
Gilbert Black of Conn., who 
on the way to his undefeated 
semi-final match with Gary 
Pinkowski defeated Ed 
O'Connell and Earl Herring. 
They played a seesaw battle 
which saw the lead change 
hands 5 different times until 
the score read 7 games a
piece. Pinkowski promptly 
-broke and ran out the next 2 
games. PinkowsKi broke"and 
the cueball scratched. 

Black came to the-table 
needing a win badly. He 
proceeded to pocket the first 
five balls and laying rather 
tough decided to play a 
combination on the nine . He 
lined the shot up and hit to 
what appeared to be perfect, 
however , the nineball jawed 
and left a very easy combi
nation for Gary , and he 
pocketed it rather handily. 
After another break and run 
out which left the score at 10-
7, favor of Pinkowski , he 
broke the rack and saw the 
nine ball trickle into the side 
pocket, for the win, and sole 
possession of the winner's 
bracket. 

Black had to play Glass to 
determine who would meet 
Gary Pinkowski in the final 
set for the tournament win. 
After winning the lag Glass 
broke and ran the game out. 
The next three games saw 
Glass play flawless position 
and excellent safeties to 
move out to a 4-0 lead. After 
Black won the next game !Ie 
appeared to show signs of 
pressure getting to him. 
Black broke, made nothing, 
and Glass came out firing, 
winning the next five games. 
After another win by Black, 
Glass finished him off with 
two break and run outs, which 
set the stage for the finals. 

After a few racks of warm 
ups by each player, during 
which T.V. taping equipment 
was quickly set up, each 
player ~a..s interviewed. At ~ 
this time Tournament 
-Director l and Co-Partner in 

the Empire Billiard Lounge 
Joe Cervoni. introduced the 
players to a jam packed 
exhibition arena . Taking 
charge of the refereeing 
duties , while Joe's partner 
Richard ' Tomanio had the 
commentary of the match 
with the T.V. announcer, Joe 
called for the lag. 

Glass , after winning the 
lag, won the first'two games. 
After coming to the table on a 
foul by Glass , Pinkowski ran 
the balls off and also the next 
~ games flawlessly. 
Pinkowski playing very well 
even with a slight case of the 
Flu gave up the table to Glass 
on a very well exec)Jted 
safety. After an exchange of 
kicking at the balls and crafty 
snookering, Glass ran out the 
game leaving the score 4 to 3 
fa vor of Pinkowski. Glass 
immediately broke and ran 
out the next two games to 

. take a slim lead 5 to 4. 

Now came the turning point 
of the match. Glass broke and 
got into difficulty on a tough 
position shot on the four ball, 
playing what appeared to be a 
perfect safety. Pinkowski 
came to the table in sheer 
amazement at the position in 
which he was left. After 
intense moments of thought 
Pinkowski proceeded to I 

carom the cue ball off two 
rails and making a good hit on 
the four ball kicked it in with 
a perfect shot. For the 5 he 
ran the balls for a 5-5 tie. 

-
Continued on Page 22 
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Eye 
View 

By PALMER BYRD 
Associate Editor 

In coOaberation with: 
MADELYN WHITLOW and LARRY MILLER 

The fo llowing article can be defined as a "position paper" 
of the Women's Professional Billiard Alliance. 

The W.P.B.A. does not see its role in billiards as strictly 
that of a pool players' sorority. Because we are women in a 
predominantly male sport, we are of the common opinion that 
on the whole, we are a forgotten sector of the billiard world 
and share specialized needs. Consequently, we are committed 
to setting up a solid framework which will eventually benefit 
all women who participate in the game, whether they are pros 
or amateurs. 

Prior to this time, we placed our future progress solely in 
the hands of the Billiard Congress, its U.S. Open and 

qualifying events . Progress has been made through these 
existing channels over the past ten years, mainly due to the 
much appreciated support of Joe Farhat, Sy and Dolly 
Eckstadt, Frank Oliva, Ray Abrams, C. J . Wood, the Lievense 
family , Mike Asch, Mike Geiger and Fisher Manufacturing. 
These people have done their share and more, while other 
sympathetic ears have been few and far between . The time 
has come for us to seek out assistance from other sources, 
utilizing our own efforts instead of depending -on others who 
have done too much or too little in the past. 

Since the inception of a U.S. Open Women's Division, we 
have traveled across the country in an attempt to qualify for 
that event. Our expenses were no less negligible than the 
men's, and yet we generally played for much less money. As a 
very expensive hobby, very few of the women who play 
tournament pool are in the financial position to absorb the 
costs of travelling, motel bills, entry fees, etc. At a time when 
everything is more expensive, the inflationary spiral has 
made it much more difficult for us to compete. Added to that is 
the fact that the prize fund for our most prestigious event, the 
U.S. Open, has been cut in half due to financial problems 
within the B.C.A. 

U has often been said that the participants of the Women's 
Division are "invited guests" at the U.S. Open. We are 
"invited guests" who have picked up our own tab for ten years, 
which fact has apparently gone unrecognized by those who 
"invited" us. As a matter of fact , we are well aware of how 
close we came to not even being "invited" to the 1976 U.S. 
Open. It is only through the contribution of Montgomery 
Wards, a gesture for which we are very thankful, that we were 
included at all in this year's plans. Montgomery Wards has 
agreed to subsidize the entire $5,000 prize fund for this year's 
Women's Divison, which unfortunately is still only half of what 
we played for in 1975. The generosity of Montgomery Wards is 
the only factor keeping us alive this year, as we are receiving 
no financial support whatsoever from the B.C.A. 
Subsequently. we are not amused by the financial and political 
wheeling and dealing of the powers-that-be in the billiard 
world. 

The Women's Professional Billiard Alliance has not 
organized to do battle. Rather, we have organized to define ', 
articulate and implement solutions to the very real needs w~ , 
can no longer ignore. B~cause of the now unstable nature of 
the billard world, solutions 'to our problems and the problems 
of others must be internally forthcoming. The W.P.B .A. has 
organized out of alarm, and we understand that other groups 
are doing the same. 

As a group, the W.P .B.A. is making a commitment to do 
for ourselves those things that must be done to assure women a 
future in our sport. We will play in tournaments, whether they 
are B.C.A. sanctioned or not. We will seek our avenues of 
exposure which will be 'profitable for ourselves and for 
billiards. We will make ourselves available for private or 
group instruction. We will make it possible for our 
membership to take advantage of group discounts and benefits 
wherever possible. We will offer the members of our group 
blanket protection, support and recourse whenev«:r necessary. 
We are going to establish and enforce our own dress codes and 
standardize playing conditions in our own events. 

In essence, our contributions now will be of long range 
benefit to ourselves and to those who will follow us. We fully 
intend to make this a profitable venture. As individuals, we 
have filled our scrapbooks. As an organization, we can also fill 
OUI" pocketbooks . . , 

Varner Garners 
Goodies in Rockford 

,. 
(Left to right) Bud Lundahl; Nick Varner, Jay Lundahl, Marshall Boelter. 

Photo by Sailor of Racine 
By F.A. FORTUNE 

Rockford, ILL.-
So you want to play with the 

pros, eh? You want to test 
your wings with the best? Get 
your feet wet? 

Well, take it from first
timer Gary Fiedler of South 
Beloit, Illinois, Bud Lundahl's 
11th Annual Mid-West Open 
was not the tournament for a 
rookie to get his indoctrina-

tion . 
In a start that has to be one 

of those dubious records 
Fiedler lost two of his first 
three games by identical 
scores of 125 to minus 1, and 
both were 1 inning games! 

Firs t Nick Varner won the 
lag , and when Fiedler 
scratched on the break, Nick 
ripped off 125-and-out. Then 
in Fiedler 's third game 
against Bob Vanover, Gary 

again lost the lag and 
scratched on the opening 
break. Sure enough, the Big V 
also hit him with a handful , 
scoring his first competitive 
125-and-out victory. The V's 
were hot. 

Said Fiedler: "Those guys 
are nasty ," and vowed to 
work on his lag and break 
shot. Yeah ... and stay away 

Continued on Page 12 

EMPIRE BILLIARD LOUNGE 
PRESENTS 

Men's Open Professional 

9 • BALL TOURNAMENT 
JUNE 10, II, 12, 13, 1976 

* DOUBLE ELIMINATION * NO PUSH * SWING & HIT * 
$ 255000 Total Prizes-

BASED ON 32 ENTRIES 
'\ 1st - $1 ,000 5th - $100 

2nd - $500 6th - $100 
3rd - $400 7th - $75 
4th - $300 8th - $75 

fA 'l' '#fA!jliJ'I##fD 
CONTACT: Joe Cervoni or Rich Tomanio for Info at 

EMPIRE BILLIARD LOUNGE 
120 S. Robinson Avenue 

N~w~urgh, N.Y. 12550 
~_~ .. .I. .. 4 "- " ... 

PHONE: 

(914) 562-9632 
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Venzke's 
View from 

the 
Bleachers 
By BRUCE VENZKE 

Let 's talk about something that every great player has 
(and I don 't mean money). It's a big reason why a great player 
can do things that you and I probably can't. It should be of 
some help for us to think about it. (If, as is the case with so 
many NBN readers, you are already great, read on anyway, 
and I'll remind you of one of the reasons you're so tough.) 

I've played for ten years or so, and during the last few 
have tried to play the game in a more serious way ; playing a 
few tournaments , studying the game, etc. AsJhe list of players 
who ha ve stompe9 on me has grOV:ri ~o gargantuan length, I've 
tried to catalog the maL'l reason I thought they won. 

Gener~l~i>eaking, the basic reasons are fewer than you 
might SlspeCt. (1) Superior knowledge and mental ability 
~b,- er strategy, patterns, concentration); (2) superior 
physical attributes (better stroke, eyesight, nerves, stamina) ; 
and (3) superior execution (the application of the above two ). 
That's about it. , 

Now, let's forget about me and assume that we're only 
comparing players who have the adequate mental and 
physical assets to playa decent game of billiards. In a great 
many games , the mental and physical aspects will then be 
generally equivalent. The real deciding factor will then be: 
execution. 

That's certainly not earth shaking in itself; but what you , 
may not have really thought about much is that the physical 
end of execution may be overwhelmingly dependent on the 
consistency and delicacy of touch. 

Once you have achieved a certain level of pocketing power 
and success in "managing" the pattern play of the game, your 
degree of overall improvement will probably be roughly 
equivalent to your degree of mastery of touch. 

Not all kinds of fancy english, extreme stroke, or high-Iow
left-right-force-follow-draw concoctions - just plain touch. 

Rolling the cue ball 8" when you need to roll 8", not 6" or 
10". Being able to draw back a foot or more into a given ball 
(not a ball next to it) and push that object ball where you want 
it. Being able to shoot a 5-foot straight-in shot and carry 4" 
past, rather than 1" or 6". 

People with good touch do those things almost routinely. 
And it's absolutely essential to achieve that level of touch
control if you hope to play good pocket billiards <14.1 
particularly) . 

There are numerous ways to help develop your touch to 
the highest possible degree, but I know of none that is not 
basically hard work and practice, practice, practice. A helpful 
practice drill is to place a poker playing card around the table 
as a target for the cue ball position. You'll soon learn which 
shots tax your touch control to the fullest. Then shoot 'em until 
you've mastered 'em. 

Here are some figures that help illustrate how precise 
your sense of touch must be. 

Playing with a 2114" diameter ball on a 4lh x 9 table, each 
natural roll of that ball will result in a traveled distance of just 
about 7.069 inches. 

Therefore, if you lag for the break from the head string, 
the cue ball ideally will travel 24.28 revolutions, or 171.625 
inches and freeze on the head rail. If you make an error of 5 
percent too soft on your speed of stroke, you can expect the cue 
ball to stop 1.21 revolutions, or ~.58 inches from the rail -
enough to lose a good majority of your' lags. 

If your error is only 1 percent too soft, you still will come 

Continued on Page 24 

A True Custom Cue 

JOSS Cues West 
Box 35069 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74135 

Phone (918) 663-6~22 

HANDMADE by Bill Stroud 

Frechen Runner Up 

Titcomb Qualifies • In Chicago 
By Mitchel A. Woltersdorf 

CHICAGO, ILL.-
On April 3rd and 4th. 

nineteen select shooters. all 
women. c1asheJi sticks at 
Maries Golden Cue Inc .• 3342 
N. Milwaukee. Chicago. for 
cash prizes and the coveted . 
ticket to the Annual U.S. Open 
Tournament in September. 
Although no national records 
were broken by any of the 
ladies , there nonetheless 
existed an atmosphere of 
fierce determina tion I and 
sportsmanlike fellowship that 
one seldom sees at 
tournaments, especially this 
writer. 

One issue in particular that 
constantly permeated the air 
was one of concern for the 
future of women in this 
tremendous sport. I doubt if 
anyone present during the 
tournament could question 
the sincerity with which these 
women play; and yet many 
critics on female 
participation fail to see that 
this is the true area that all 
cursory decisions should be 
based on. 

All in all, it was a good 
tournament . The 
organization and logistics of 
the tournament left favorable 
impressions on everybody, 
participants and spectators 
alike. -This, however, is not 
unusual - for any endeavor 
initiated by Maries Golden 
Cue Inc., as all who are 
regular readers of the Bill· 

Winner Gerry Titcomb, Nick Page, and Vicki Frechen. 
Photo by Ed Malone 

iard News would know. But, 
enough of this brunch talk; 
the real story is in the ladies 
and their tournament. 

As mentioned earlier, 
nineteen ladies, traveling 
from as far as Endicott, New 
York and Dallas, Texas. were 
present to battle their 
opponents for first place. 
When the dust cleared the 
marbles were distributed as 
suc,h: Geraldine Titcomb, 

Cincinnati, Ohio, 1st place 
and undefeated; Vicki 
Frechen. 8t. Johns, Mich., 
2nd place; Palmer Byrd, 
Detroit, Michigan, 3rd place; 
Bonnie Gums, Chicago, 
Illinois, 4th place; Gloria 
Walker, Cheyney, Penn
sylvania, 5th place; and 
Marcia Girolamo, DaUas, 
Texas, 6th place. Cash prizes 

Continued on Page 20 

Cue-Nique Billiards 
u.s. Open Qualifier 

1.976 BeA Wisconsin Open 
GUARANTEED $1350.00 MINIMUM PRIZE FUND 

Plus Winner's Entry to 1976 U.S. Open 

1st.-$400 3rd.-$200 5th.-$60 7th.-$60 
2nd.-$300 4th.-$100 6th.-$60 8th.-$60 

High Run in the Money: $50 High Run Out of Money: $60 

ENTRY FEE: $60 

Double Elimination Format· Field Limited to First 32 
125 Point Matches on Brunswick Gold Crowns 

JUNE 4,· 5 • 6 
Player Meeting 6 P.M. on Friday~ June 4 Play Begins at 7 P.M. on Friday, June 4 

Contact: 
Jerry A. Briesath 

Valid BCA Cards Required of All Players (or $5.00) 

Cue-Nique Billiards 
317 West Gorham Street 
Madison, Wisc.>nsin 53703 

Phone: 
(60s) 251-1134 
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PRO 
TIPS 

By JOHNNY HOLIDAY 

This is a play that confronted me in a game with the N.Y. 
State Champion. It is a very interesting playas it calls for a 
carom off the cushion and then to the object ball. 

The object ball is placed approximately 1f4 inch off the long 
rail between the corner pocket and Diamond No. 1. Cue ball is 
also 1f4 inch off the long rail in the position as the diagram 
illustrates. To use a follow shot would not give the desired 
position for break ball. A draw stroke would on~y place the cue 
ball close to the cushion somewhere between DIamond No. 4 or 
No. 5, subject to the run of the cue ball when stroked with a 
draw shot. , 

In this play I decided to strike the cushion a fraction before 
the object ball, so that the cue ball caroms off the rail and into 
the object ball which is then pocketed. The carom off the 
object ball allows the cue ball to go in the direction as the 
diagram illustrates, giving good position for break shot ball. 
This play calls for a draw stroke, no english. 

8 7 6 

~ 
, 

1/1 

1 1 

2 R ~ 
2 

3 3 
-... ~, j 

4 4 

5 5 

6 6 

7 7 
r 

6 7 8 

Be sure not to over draw. Practice this first with short 
draw strokes. When you are able to judge just what type of 
stroke is needed to accomplish this play, then justup and do it. 

(The solution to last month's column 
will appear next month) 

INTRODVCING 

MEUCCI ORIGINALS 
CUES MADE BY 

BOB MEUeel 
CUSTOM .MADE CUES ARE NOW 

AVAILABLE IN MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
-INSIST ON THE FlNEST -; 

CALL or JJ RITE 

MEUeel ORIGINALS 
1672 GETWELL 

MEMPHIS, TENN. 38111 
(901) 743-8921 

Larry Johnson Fi~st In 
New England Championship 

Salem, Mass.-
Larry "Boston Shorty" 

Johnson, one of the best all 
round players in the game, 
waded through a 32-man field 
to capture the fourth annual 
BCA New England Cham
'pionship and earned himself a 
spot in this year's Open. Play 
was in two 16 man brackets 
with the two winners meeting 
in a 150 point final match. 
John Galaris, owner and 
operator of the Cue and 
Billiard Lounge in Salem, 
Mass., hosted the tourney and 
the contestants were limited 
to residents of the New 
England area . Galaris ' room 
consists of 13 41h x9 pool tables 
and 2 5xlO Carom Tables and 
although space was limited 
the contests of cue skill drew 
250 to 300 people to each of the 
two days of matches. 

Johnson emerged in the 
winner 's bracket by defeating 
Steve Shimkuss 125-73, Bill 
Farquahson 125-93 , Chris 
Dzizeck 125-38, and Laddie 
Mills 125-65. Coming back 
with one loss from the loser's 
bracket was Connecticut's 
Ray Guilbeault. Guilbeault 
went to work early with runs 
of 31 and 39 and defeated 
Johnson 125-45. The final 
match in this bracket 
between Johnson _and Guil
beault was a classic. Guil
beault lost the lag and btoke. 
After four consecutive 
safeties by each player, Guil
beault ran 7 balls before 
getting tied-up. After Guil
beault attempted a safety, 
Johnson stood up and ran 45 

balls finishing the inning with 
a safety. Guilbeault attem
pted a safe but left a dp"1 
shot in the pack. John::."n 
stepped up and proceeded to 
run 71 tlalls. After a 28 ball 
run by Guilbeault, Johnson 
ran 9 and out. 

Meanwhile, 3-time defen
ding champion Roger 
Boucher of Fitchburg was 
having little difficulty 
emerging in the finals of the 
other bracket. Enroute, 
Boucher defeated Richard D. 
Boneventura 125-34, Lenny 
Rummerfield 125-82, Mike 
Mason 125-62 and Norman 
Pomerleau 125 - 54. 
Pomerleau, after posting a 
tremendous 125-113 come
back victory over Larry "the 
Greek " Karalexis, came 
back from the loser's bracket 
to meet Boucher, but once 
again Boucher proved to be 
too steady as he posted a 125-
68 victory. ' 

Now the stage was set for 
th e- 150 point showdown' 

match between Johnson and 
Boucher. Twice in previous 
qualifiers Boucher had 
denied Johnson a U.S. Open 
berth . Johnson was 
determined. After a Boucher 
break Johnson immediately 
ran 65 balls. Both players 
set'tled into play,ing an 
extremely cautious game, 
and with the score 88-23, 
Johnson appeared to have 
things pretty much in control. 
But Boucher , always a 
competitor, came back with 
two successive twenty ball 
runs to make the score 102-75 
- Johnson. Sensing he was 
losing momentum, Johnson 
became even more cautious, 
and after a few innings of 
safeties, Johnson ran 44 and 
out. Final score, Johnson 125, 
Boucher 84. 

Other awards went to Con
necticut's Ray Guilbeault for 
his third place finish, Maine's 
Norman Pomerleau fourth 
place, and Salem's Michael 
Mason for the high run. 

Don't Disappear! 
IF YOU MOVE, LET US KNOW! 

PLEASE ALLOW 

FOUR WEEKS 

FOR ADDRESS CORRECTIONS. 

"THE BOOK YOU WAITED FOR" 

\ -

GOLDEN TOUCH ENT. 
P.O. Box 2408 

-
$1.95 1 

West Palm Beach, Fla. 33401 

This is the book that tells all! Over 50 -
ditlgrams illustrated. 50 pages of ex
planatory data. How to Recoup Position on 
All Plays. It shows and tells the know-how a 
new method never before published. By 
America/s outstanding pocket billiards 
teacher. Clearly the most descriptive book 
ever published on the art of position play. 

/ 

"THIS BOOK IS -
A MUST 

fOR HIGH RUNS" 

~\ 

I ENCLOSE: .... _"_" __ "_FOR __ BOOKS 
NAME ____ - __________ __ 

ADDRESS _________________ _ 
CITY ______________ ~ ____ ___ 

Add 20c per book on orders less th~n $8.00 STATE ____ ZIP ________ _ 
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~ . 
TRICK 
SHOT 
of the 

MONTH 
By J IMMY CARAS 

Five Time World Champion 
Member Brunswick Staff of Champions 

THE STYMIE SHOT 
HIT THE CUE BALL WITH LOW LEFT ENGLISH, USING 

A MODERATE STROKE. 
CUE BALL STRIKING ONE-THIRD OF BALL "A" THEN 

CAROMS OVER TO STRIKE BALL "X", WHICH WILL 
HAVE A CLEAR OPENING TO GO INTO THE SIDE 
POCKET. 

GUS SZAMBOTI 

~U4«»n ~eU!6 W ~ 

320 RUMPF AVE. 
PENNDEL, PA. 19047 

Phone: 
(215) 757-7~80 

'. 

Letherby Tops in University Bowl Open 

P.layers Spea~ Out on Pool 
Reprin ted from the 
Palm Beach , Florida Times 

by BARRY VORSE 

B OCA RA T ON-A 
mathmatics teacher and an 
ex-pool hustler who finished 
1-2 Sunday in the University 
Bowl Open 3 cushion billiards 
tourney here feel their sport 
should be open to children. 

"Pool is being kept in the 
dark because no young people 
play the game," said North 
Miamian Vince Corelli who 
finished second to Robert 
Letherby of Muskegon , Mich. 
"There are laws in the state 
of Florida that keep kids 
under 16 out. In some bowling 
alleys, kids can run around 
and people drink and nothing 
is said. In this establishment 
here, they can' t go in the pool 
room. There is no drinking, 
nothing justifies tha t." 

Two happy people - Bob Letherby (left ) and Walt Durkin. 
tourney paymaster. Photo courtesy Gale Johnson 

Cor elli won four of his five 
matches in the finals , losing 
only to Letherby who was 
undefeated. Virgil Healy of 
South Bend, Ind. , was third 
and Howard Hellega ar d of 
Boynton Beach fourth. Aaron 
Steinberg of Miami was fifth 
and sixth went to Stan Hardy 
Of Atlanta . 

Letherby also had the high 
run of the finals , eight. He 
won 10 national points in the 
seasonal American Billiards 
Association yearly race. His 
best game was 40 points in 33 
innings or turns. 

Players from six different 
states competed. Total prize 
money was_ $560 with 

Letherby taking the top prize 
of $205. 

"Some of the local laws in 
Michigan have changed so we 
are just beginning to see the 
light as far as younger people 
playi ng the game ," said 
Letherby. "This has 
happened because a few 
proprietors have gone to city 
councils and said, 'come and 
look at our place' . They have 
had to take them by the hand 
right over to the billiard room 
and show them. 

"They find carpeting, well 
lighted rooms with no 
alcoholic beverages allowed. 
The kids can drink pop. They 

are fully supervised. The man 
at the desk has nothing else to 
do unlike the desk man at a 
bowling alley who has to rent 
shoes and watch the 
machines and can't hear 
what is going on because of 
the noise." 

" The laws in the various 
states will be changed only by 
the proprietor 'who takes the 
effort and really feels this is a 
great game. These few feel 
they can change the old 
image if they can only get the 
city councilman or s ta te 
legislator to listen and see 

Continued on Page 10 

Randy Pearson's ..... 
PRESENTS THE 

1st Annual Chalk 'N' Cue B.C.A. 
SANCTIONED U.S. OPEN QUALIFIER 

$300000 Guaranteed Prize Fund 

1st - 8150000 & U.S. Open Entry 2nd - 875000 

.3rd - 835000 4th - 820000 Hi-Run 810000 

HI RUN out of the money $100.00 - ENTRY FEE $125.00 + B.C.A. Mem. 

FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY, June 11, 12, 13 

PLAYERS' MEETING FRIDAY AT 7 PM -1st SESSION FRIDAY AT 8 PM 

To be played on AMF tables with all new 
felts. Sheraton Motor I nn within 4 blocks 
Single - $13, D~)Ubles $17.00 
Pool room to be open 24 hours for week
end of tournament. 

With entry, please include entry fee and 
picture for program (if possible). 

For information, room registration and 
entry, Contact: 
RANDY PEARSON 815-727-2724 
123 East VanBuren St., Joliet, I II. 
60432 

Entry Form 

NAME .............. .. ... • ........ 

ADDRESS .. . ... .. . .. .. .. .. . ....... . 

CITY ..... . .... STATE .... .. ZIP . . . . 

Phone No.: Area ..... . .... . ....... . .. . 

B.C.A. Mem. No. (Avail. at Tourn .) 
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-n~ 13tr~.~~ 
Of" A •• "tCA 

BCA President Kim Gandy met March 21 in Atlanta, 
Georgia , with Joe Turner, corresponding representative for 
the International Pocket Billiards Association, and Ray 
Abrams of the proprietor division of BCA. The purpose was to 
discuss the recent IPBA protest concerning the reduction of 
the prize fund of the forthcoming U.S. Open Tournament. 

P resident Gandy informed them that his original public 
statement was still factual and that there simply were no re
sources known to him or other BCA officers whereby the de~ 
mand could be met. Thanks to the efforts of BCA Director Ed 
DeMeyer of Fischer Billiards, Montgomery Ward & Co. has 
contributed to the prize fund of the Women's Division of the 
Open a nd , if others follow suit , the monies will be made 
available to the participants. He further noted that BCA had 
never run the tournament for the porpuse of raising funds for 
itself, but rather for the benefit of the players and the 
industr y. He asked the players for both their patience and 
support in promoting the future of the game. "We are just as 
disappointed about the prize fund as the players , and hold no 
animosity about the petition of nineteen players who signed it. 
Hopefully, they will join us in putting on a first class 
tournament," he concluded, "and we can all go on together 
from there." 

NEWEST MEN'S DIVISION QUALIFIERS FOR THE 
U.S. OPEN, which will be held August 11-14 at the Sheraton
Chicago Hotel were : Marshall Boelter (Marie's Golden Cue, 
Inc., Chicago) ; Nick Varner (State & Madison Recreation, 
Rockford, Ill.): John Cionnoni (American College Unions
International, Milwaukee): Bill Stock (Crown Cue , 
Anchorage, Alaska): Paul Brienza (Hi Cue Billiard Lounge, 
Elizabeth, N.J .) 

TWO NEW QUALIFIED ENTRANTS FOR THE 
WOMEN'S DIVISION ARE Melissa Rice (American College 
Unions-International) and Dorothy Wise, past U.S. Open 
Champion. 

NEW QUALIFYING TOURNAMENTS ANNOUNCED 
IN THE MEN'S DIVISION, the following qualifying 

tournaments will all but complete ,the final field of 32 
participants, with one opening to be filled : 

May 8-9: Marie's Golden Cue, Inc., Chicago, Illinois (312-
685-2929) 

May 12-16: Southeastern Open (Major), Tampa, Florida 
(contact Bill Stigall at (813-621-1532 ) 

June 4-6: Cue Nique Billiards, Ltd. , Madison, Wisconsin 
(815-727-2724) 

June 10-13: Hi-Cue Billiard Lounge, Elizabeth, New Jersey 
(201-354-8950 ) 

June 11-13: Chalk " N" Cue (Major ), Joliet, lllinois (815-
727-2724) 

June 10-13: Atcheson 's-Arizona State championship, 
Tempe, Ariz. (602-967-9628) 

THE WOMEN'S DIVISION, which was increased to a field 
of 12 for the Chicago finals"has three openings left. 

AUSTRALIA, THE NEWEST CHALLENGER IN THE 
1976 U.S . OPEN, has written to tell us that they are 
considering having Americans join them 'down under' next 
year, to put on demonstrations and to participate in their 
qualifying tournament. Their current tournament, set for June 
14-16, has a field of the best eight professionals in Australia. 
Top contender Eddie Charlton, who played in the 1968 World 's 
Invitational in New York, states , "I think we can pot the ball 
as well as any players around. But the Americans see and 
make shots we think are impossible. Only experience is going 
to show us how." (American potters beware !) 

THE BILLIARD & BOWLING INSTITUTE OF AMERICA 
will hold its 33rd Annual Convention at The Dutch Inn, Lake 
Buena Vista , Floriqa ,. May 18-22. Located on Disneyworld 
proper ty, the meeting will include copious amounts of enter-

Continued on Page 26 

* The Choice of Champions * 

Custom Cues by 
Bert Schrager' 

10907 Magnolia Blvd. 
North Hollywood, CA. 91601 

Phone 
(213) 763-9600 

TOURNAMENT CALENDAR 
POOL 

WESTERN NEW YORK 
WOMEN'S QUALIFIER 
April thru June 
Round Robin 
Bob (B) Keu 
KenmOl'e, New York 

MEMORIAL DAY OPEN-
8 BALlr9 BALL TOURNEY 
May 25th thru May 30th 
The Billiard Works 
645 N. Euclid 
Anaheim, Calif. 

BILLIARD NEWS 
NATIONAL OPEN 
MAJOR MEN'S & WOMEN'S 
U.S. OPEN QUALIFIER 
May 28th thru May 31st 
Cushion & Cue Recrea don Center 
27630 Schoolcraft 
Livonia, Michigan 

1976 WISCONSIN OPEN 
U.S. OPEN Q ALIFIER 
June 4th thru June 6th 
Cue-nique BiHiards 
317 W. Gorham St. 
Madison, Wisconsin 

FAMILY BILLIARDS 
, (2) U.S. OPEN QUALIFIERS 
June 4-6 & June 25-27 
Family Billiards 
2 Bunker Ave. 
Fairfield, Maine 

POOL 

MEN'S OPEN PRO 
9·BALL TOURNAMENT 
June lOth thru June 13th 
Empire Billiard Lounge 
120 S. Robinson Ave. 
Newburgh, N.Y. 

CHALK'N' CUE 
U.S. OPEN QUALIFIER 
June 11th thru June 13th 
Chalk 'N' Cue 
123 East Van Buren 
Joliet, Ill. 

CALIFORNIA STRAIGHT 
POOL OPEN 
June 23rd' thru June 27th 
Jointed Cue Billiards 
2375 Fruitridge Road 
Sacramento, California 

U.S. OPEN POCKET 
BILLIARD CHAMPIONSHIPS 
August 11th thru August 14th 
Sheraton Chicago Hotel 
Chicago, Illinois 

TOURNAMENT OF 
CHAMPIONS 
4 DIVISIONS 
September, 1976 
Forest Park Billiards 
4425 North Main 
Dayton, Ohio 

3-CUSHION 

ROCKHILL OPEN 
May 21st thru May 23rd 
Rockhill BilUards 
Kansas City, Mo. 

IBC OPEN 
June 26 & 27 
IlIionis Billiard Club 
10329 S. Polaski 
Chicago, III. 

U.S. OPEN 
July 1st thru July 5th 
Hi Cue Billiards 
333 Rahway 
Elizabeth, N.J. 

NEW ENGLAND OPEN 
July 6th thru July 8 
Gold Crown Billiards 
New London Shopping Center 
New London, Conn. 

EASTERN STATES OPEN 
July 10 & 11 
Jacy's BilUard Academy 
96-42 Queens Blvd. 
Rego Park, N.Y. 

CUE CLUB OPEN 
July 17 & 18 
Cue Club Billiards 
South Bend, Ind. 

CENTRODYNE'S cdc-712 
Billiard & Bowling 
Control Systems 

Time 
Bowling 
is Coming 
of Age 

- Maximize your revenues. 
- Complete contro l. . 
- The average bowler wastes 25% of his bowling 

time. 
- The customer & owner can both save money. 

Billiard 
Proprietors! 

Increase your 
revenues by 
at least 20% 

or more 

This revolutionary new, low-cost, solid-state computer. 
- Eliminates problems and perf.orms like a perfect 

employee . 
- Itoperates in fu ll viewof the cashier and the customer 

and renders its totals in un its of five cents. 
- A remote table light contro l so that it is not possible 

to run on the table lights unless the computer is 
operati ng. This permi ts no practice time. free play 
or favouritism. 

- Master total izer. which may be read and reset on ly 
by the proprietor. 

For Further Information Contact: 

centrodyne corp. of america 
FOR EST ROAD - HANCOCK. N .H. 03449 - TEL: (603) 525-6666 

IN CANADA: 

centrodyne corp. 
9 4S C ARLES-DE-LATOU R - SU ITE 4 -MONTREAL, QUE . H4N 1M3 -TEL: (514) 381 -9308 . 
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How 
To ' 

Bank 
by 

JOHN LARSEN 

This system of banking the 
O.B. <Object Ball) has never 
appeared in print, to my 
knowledge. Instruction books 
suggest that you bisect the 
angle, or use several 
imaginary lines, which is 
time consuming- and 
confusing. This method is 
fast, easily understood, and 
workable. In games such as 
nine ball the outcome might 
depend on how well you know 
your banks. 

To learn this method we use 
the cue to determine the 
angle of deflection. Later on, 
if you wish, you may use the 
eye instead. Hold the cue as 
shown, with the leg against 
the butt , acting as a fulcrum. 

--

Swing the cue tip over the 
O.B. If the O.B. follows this 
line into the cushion, it will 
carom into the pocket. It 
would help, during practice, 
if a chalk line such as this 
were drawn on the doth. 
Place the O.B. and the C.B. 
(cue ball) on the line, then a 
full hit, with a little draw, will 
bank the O.B. 

, Notice that when too much 
force is used , the O.B. misses 
to one side, and too little, it 
misses on the other, The 
speed must be just right. 
Practice the long bank in the 
same manner, except, that 
the distance for the fulcrum is 

~ 
I 

/ I -

I 

I I 

\ 

1\ 
/. 

\ -, ~ , 
\ 

\ 
\ 

\ 
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twice as much. Practice this 
"straight on" bank many 
times, until you know the 
amount of force to use. 

Next, try moving the C.B. 
off the line , and learn what 
must now be done. If the C.B. 

. is an inch or two off, a soft hit 
might widen the angle 

Continued on Page 20 

Custom Crafted Cues by 

713-665-4084 

Richard Black 

6540 Brompton Road 
Houston, Texas 77005 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Classified rates are $15c per word 25c per word bold face 
Minimum rate - $4.50' . 
DISPLAY AD RATE: $6.00 per column inch. 2 inch minimum. 

MAIL CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: NATIONAL BILLIARD NEWS 

CALCULAGRAPH i n 
excellent condition $300 . 
GANDY 5x8 BILLIARD 
TABLE like new, in excellent 
condition . $350 . D&L 
DISTRI BUTING CO., Inc. 
Box 6007 Harrisburg, Pa. 
17112 (717) -545-4264. 

Pool 8a II Dre~s-sport shirts, 
trevilla material. Beige, Pale 
Green, Pale Blue and Coral. 
Large only $19 includes 

mailing Box 17631, National 
Billiard News, 3297 12 Mile 
Rd., Berkley, Mich. 48072 

3297 W. 12 Mile Road, Berkley, Michigan 48072 

POOL 
POSTERS 

-MINNESOTA FATS · JIM REMPE 

LUTHER LASSITER· RICHIE 

FLORENCE· RONNIE ALLEN 

LOU BUTERA -STEVE MIZERAK 

22Y," x 35" 

Black and White 

$395 
Each 

Incl. Postage and Handling 

GLOBAL 
TRADING COMPANY , LTD. 

1025 East Maple 
Suite B-ll 

Birmingham, MI 48012 

"FOOTBALL POCKET 
BILLIARDS" Challenging 
new game combining pool 
and football. Send $1.25 for 
your pamphlet. 
GAME KRAFT, P.O. Box 716, 
Niles. MI 49120 

3 - 4x8 Slate pool tables. 30 
yrs. old. $695. 1 Brunswick 
snooker table $895. Leesburg 
Family Billiards, 200 N. 2nd 
St./ Leesburg, Fla. 32748.904-
787-6332. 

Send Kids Back to Pool Room 

Continued from Page 8 

what the game of billiards 
today is all about." 

Corelli , who gave up 
professional hustling after 15 
years to enter the advertising 
business, feels if youngsters 
were allowed to play the 
game at commercial 
establishments as they can 
bowl and play golf, that the 
game would skyrocket in 
popularity. 

"It's the archaic laws that 
are holding the game back. 
The game is the toughest 
there is. In golf there is no 
defensive play. In golf , I can't 
put a tree in front of your ball 
and say 'shoot around it. ' In 
pool what you do depends on 
what I do. 

"Pool is such a great game 
with all kinds of appeal. You 
think the kids running around 
here wouldn't like to get in the 
pool room and learn how to 
play? Sure they would There 
are no young players coming 
up because of this . 

"In the pool rooms I play 
at, there is no drinking . It is a 
very quie t atmosphere 
because it is a game of 
concentration. In bowling , 
there is shouting and cursing 
and after someone gets done 
bowling they go back and 
grab a drink. It makes no 
sense to me." 

him make two points one
handed. Only a handful of 
players can do that and 
they're all hustlers." 

" If kids could play this 
game at nine, 10 and 11 years 
old, it could become the 
greatest game in the world," 
said Corelli. "Every town has 
pool rooms. All kids seem to 
be fascinated by pool and 
what the balls do in certain 
situations . I am contem
plating opening a billiards 
room in South Dade. 

" I would like a judge to 
explain to me why a kid can't 
come into a pool room,. Before 
I would open a place, I want 
to make sure I can get young 
people in there. I believe it is 
agains t the constitutional 
rights of kids under 16 to be 
prohibited from entering pool 
rooms. 

" Why should they be 
allowed to bowl in a house 
where liquor is served and 
can't go into a pool room 
where it isn 't. That's why pool 
is a dying game. It has never 
come into its own and it 
should. It is the toughest 

game there is. If you don't 
miss , the other guy never has 
a chance. If you miss, he 
gains ." 

Corelli feels . that the pooi 
establishments have already 
proven to most of the general 
public that they are not the 
sleazy havens for 
undesirables as many were 
years ago. A trend in recent 
years has put carpets and 
housewives in the pool rooms 
but few children. 

"Pool room proprietors are 
battling archaic lawmakers. 
Their thoughts are back in the 
thirties. Average age for 
many of these men are in 
their sixties. They are not 
walking into' the billiard 
rooms of today. All they know 
is that in 1929 a bookmaker 
hung out in a pool room. 

"Pool was played by kings 
centuries ago . It was brought 
down to a low level during the 
depression ," Corelli said. "If 
the lawmakers would come 
out and look at the game the 
way it is today and let 
children play, this sport of 
kings could become a king of 
sports. " 

The Finest In 
HARD 

CUE CASES 
NEW LINES - NOW IN PRODUCTION! 

SALESMAN'S DISPLAY CASE - HOLDS TWELVE 

COMPLETE CUE STICKS. 
QUEEN SERIES - SEMI -TUBULAR IN ALLIGATOR 
COVERED MATERIAL, ALL VELVET LINING. 

Corelli started playing both 
billiards and pool a t the age of 
14 in his native New York 
City. Soon he could beat 
anyone at his pool room and 
then conquered all the foes in V A N'r"'7 C· A SI rs 
another and another . He , .M I;;L M I;; ~ 
claims to have tra veled the 

co~~~~ o~ah~S ~~fi he's a Dealers Please Inquire 
hustler ," said Gale Johnson , 8536 CENTRAL AVENUE 
secretary of the ABA, in ST ANTON, CALIFORNIA 90680 (714) 828-9241 

~~~~~~'~-~J~Vi~iW~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ _ :e~~~~~o~lli .• ~.~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Sn'ooker Canada'S ,Chief Referees 

Guidelines On Refere,eing 

Ed itor ial Introduction : 
Graha m Duncan was born 

in Eng land and ~ was 
introduced to the game of 
Snooker by seeing his father 
play at The 'Polytechnic in 
London, England. He was 
fascinated by the game and 
started to play when still at 
school (one of his schools had 
6 nine-foot tables for the use -
of the boys!) . He then 
attended College at the same 
College where his father had 
once taught. After graduation 
he became inv.olved with the , 
Billiards and Snooker Club 
associated with the 
Polytechnic and'once became 
involved in a dispute a~)Out 

the rules. To prove he was 
correct he ~de'cided to take the 
Referee's Examination and 
applied to the Billiards and 
Snooker Cont rol Council. In 
1961, _he was examined c and 
awarded a grade "B" certi
ficate in both Billiards and 
Snooker. 

After taking , the 
examination he joined the 
London and Southern Area 
Referees Association and 
immediately began to referee 
matches in the London Area. 
He refereed in most of the 
National Championships (the 
English Amateur Billiards, 
Snooker , the -Boys' Cham
p-ionships , th e Youths' 
Championships , and the 
Ladies ' Championships). 
Soon he was refereeing 4 or 5 
times a week with Club ' 
matches and in various 
invitational tournaments (for 
example, the Finsbury Park _ 
Conservative Club's annual ' 
Championship for top players 
in the U.K. ). He was soon 
suffi ciently experienced to be 
invi ted to referee in a 
Na tionally televised Profes
sional-A mateur Tournament 
and then in two more tele-

by 

GRAHAMW. 

DUNCAN 

vised Amateur Tournaments. 
He was also becoming 

involved in the administra
tive side of the game, being 
Secretary of the Polytechnic 
Billiards ' and Snooker Club 
an4 Vice-Chairman of the 
Southern Area Referees 
Association. 

In 1965 he emigrated from 
England an4 went to work in 
the U.S.A., teaching in high 
schools in Iowa and 
Wisconsin and for 4 year.s was 
out of touch with Snooker. 
However the Billiards Asso
ciation decided that he was 
sufficiently experienced as a 
referee to be upgraded to 
grade "A" Examiner and so 
the first qualifieB referee 
entered the U.S.A . 

In 1969 he moved to To ronto 
to teach a nd started 
refereeing aga in. In 1970 he 
was cnief referee in ,a_Tour
nament in which Fred Davis 
and Rex Williams were the 
guest "stars" from England. 
When Snooker ,Canada was 
founded in 1972 by several 
interested fans of the game 
his .name was put forward as 
Chief Refer~e, a position he 
still holds. As chief refe ~ee he 
organizes the refereeing 
duties at the annual Canadian 
National Exhibition Tour
nament in Toronto. Recently 
he refereed the taped North 
American Snooker 'Cham-
pionship between Bill 
Werben iuk and Cliff 
Thorburn which should be 
te levised on the CTV Network 
in Canada this summer. 

He is current ly actively 
invol ved in the organization 
of the Canadian Billiards and 
Snooker Referees Association 
and is acting Secretary to the 
Association. 

His follo wing guidelines are 
directed mainly at Snooker, 
but many apply to Pool and 
Billiards as we ll. 

lust Reprinted!! 

\ 

THIRTY YEARS OF BILLIARDS by Willie Hop e 

. Paperback $3.00 plus 25' postage 

THE JILLIAKn AKeUIVES 
1113 Dodson , San Pedro, CA. 90732 

The best compliment . a 
referee -can receive is "I did 
not even know you were 
there" . For this to happen the 
referee must be, in the words 
of John Putman, ' ~efficient 

and unobtrusive". . 
THE REFEREE AND THE 
TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR 

Make sure you khow where 
the match is and be there in 
good time, at least half an 
hour before the match starts. 
Allow for difficulties in get
ting parking space: If you are 
delayed, phone the match hall 
and let them- know. 

determine who breaks first 
and in case there is a tie 
game. Never spin a coin so 
that it falls on the cloth, it can 
cut the cloth . Simply place _ 
the coin on · the side of the 
table and ask on~ of the 
players to call . 

(3) check that the rests 
(rakes) ar~ in position and fit 
to use, 
(4) know where the lorig rest 
and cue are, . 
(5) see if the scoreboard' is 
complete . 
(6) make sure there is a chair 
and ashtray for the players. 
~ou might have to do (1) 

and ( 2) yourself. 

'(b) A rule book. Often 
someone /does not believe' a . 
ruling, so show them tHe offi
cial rule AFTER the match is . 
over . . It is also goo~ manners to 

(c) White cotton gloves: • Introduce yourself to the 
these are essential for Cham- players and to make sure you 
pionship games . As you know, , know which player .is whic~. 
the gloves help keep the balls You should also know how 
clean A speck of dirt on a ball many games are to be played, 
can ~ake the ball throw off if there is to be a break 
by 5 to 10 degrees . between games and how IQng 

any such br~ak shall be. You 
should also make sure that 
the players know these 
details. 

DUTIES OF THE REFEREE 

No referee should ever be . 
out of pocket for refereeing a 
match. He must make sure 
that his expenses are met. 
Also if there is any prize 
mOI)ey he must receive a 
reasona ble fee. Agree to 
these before accepting the 
refereeing engagement. 
APPEARANCE 

The referee must think 
about his appearance. He 
should .be smart but not 
wearing bright clothes. As he 
will be walking around the 
table for several hours he 
should wear comfortable , 
quiet shoes. 

The main task for the 
referee is to keep the game 
running smoothly by: \ 
(a) ensuring tliat tile equip
ment is satisfactory , 
(b ) counting and marking the 
score; 
(c) observing any fouls, 

,(d) interpreting and applying 
the rules, 

. See if you can get a good 
marker to look after the 
scoreboard. The marker 
must be able to count and -
should NOT be an associate of 
the players. The accuracy of 
the scoreboard is the 
referee's responsibility, so 

(e) controlling the ' players 
and spectators . 

All players play their" best 
when their rhythm is correct. 
For this the equipment should 
not be faulty . ~ before the 

check it regularly . • 
Make sure your count can 

be heard but' that it is not so 
noisy that it distracts the 
players. From time to time 
call the aggregate score. It is 
usual to call the score of the 

When refereeing ( 1 ) do not 
smoke, (2) do not drink alco
holic drinks , (3 ) do not sit 
down during a game. 
EQUIPMENT TO BRING 

game 
( 1 ) ask that 
brushed , 

the table be player in play, or about to 
Whenever you referee there 

are some essential items to 
have with you . 

(a) Acoin : 'you need this to 

( 2 ) ask that the balls be 
clea~ed, especially the white 
ball , 

play: first . I call the score 
whenever the lead changes 

Continued on Page 26 

:lor Ike :J)idcriminafing Suger \ 

THE INCOMI:'ARABLE PALMER LINE OF 

,CUSTOM .. CUES 
Unsurpassed In 

*QUALITY *CRAFTSMA.NSHIP *PERFORMANCE 

r
' CHECK THESE 10 BIG REASONS WHY 1 

• PERFECT BALANCE • W IDE PRICE RANGE; $46.95 
.• SPECIALLY TREATED PRO TO $224.95 

TAPER SHAFTS • UNLIMITED CHOICE IN 
• FULL PERSONALIZATI ON DESIGN ' 
• HAND FITTED JOINT • PEARL INLAYS 

l
· SCREW-ON FERRULES • EXCLUSIVE FULL 7-DAY J 

_. • HAND WRAPPED BUTTS ' MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

Palmer, master cue maker with over -25 years experience, ' 
also features re-designing, customizing and repairing of old cues ' 
at moderate cost. . 

FREE COlOR BROCHURE ON THE FINEST CUSTOM CUES AVAILABLE I 

PALMER CUSTOM CUES-ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH-' BETTER 
. BILLIARD ROOMS AND SUPPLY HOUSES NATIONWIDL 

-ALSO AVAILABLE-FULL LIN E OF QUALITY B-ILLIARD SU'PPLlES:... 
SEND FOi BROCHURES TODAY! 

-----------------. Send to: 
, PALMER BILLIARD CORPORATION 

Name . ' -' . . • . . . . •.... . ..... . .. . . . . .. " . . I, Dept. BN, 37 Westfield Avenue 
Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . El izabeth, New Jersey 07208 
City . . . . ........ ... :. . .. . .. .... .... . . .. , Telephone (201) 289-455.§,289-4757 

--

State . ... . .. . .... . . . . . .. . . . Zip. . . . . . . . . . , Toll Free Number for Continental U.s. - not for 

.. _____________ ·.·iiiii·.· ..... • •. NiiT~.'"'!.~ii~lIi~iIi·.'{·IIi'~ Ali_ .lail~~ii'!ii2ii!:iiH.~.'!".~.ii.;.."'8 .. iiO·ii~.:~.~.Liii7.3.~3 •• • ~ .,.iii~ . .... '··' 
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Snooker~ 
Scene 

by JIMJAUSMAN 

I will tr y to cover a lot of ground in a hurry - as the back
up of my r egular work is so bad after the two weeks in 
Bermuda . -

- First off-The tournament was a great success - great\ 
play - new players doing well - large crowds in the six 
Bermuda Clubs where the matches were playea - Joe Qavis' 
presence adding a lot of interest - great publicity (it was a 
major sports event for Bermuda ) - a great improvement in 
the quality of the Snooker (Joe Davis~as surprised at the 

- quality and the seriousness of the matches ) - close matches 
strategically..played (for amateurs) - a number of surprises 

- such as New York's Number On~man (new this yea5) beating _ 
- both Miller-Chivers (London) and ·Budge (Ottawa ) in the 

same day and the same man '(Herbert Lehmann) being the 
only man to win all of his 'Class A team matches during the 
whole team-play tournam~nt - Miller-Chivers again won the 
Singles Knockout play. - _ 

Conservative and defensive play neg~Jed the possibility of 
large.breaks but breaks of 54, 41, and 31 won the Class A, B, 

. and C Divisions High Break competition respectively, made 
by Budge . (Ottawa ), Tressidor (Loptjon ) and Olson (Ottawa) . 
in the ABC order. 

Final team standing was - London , Ottawa, New ·York 
Athletic Club , Bermuda, South Africa, Toronto, Bermuda II 
and New York II. The latter made of-Eric Connolly as a NY AC 
Guest Member and two NY AC men to replace the missing 
Trinidad team. Connolly was to be a, member of the North of 
England team - which apparently got lost - a Maurice Hayes 
group·- Bermuda II replaced them. -

Lehmann of NY was top player in the A Section of the 
League team play. Brian Tressidor of London top man in B 
Section .. Charlie Smith of London tops in C Section. 

The eight finalists in the Individual Knockout Competition 
were - Miller-Chivers of London, Steve DunJeavy of 
Bermuda, Gerry Se~d of Ottawa, Eric Connolly of New York, 
Brian Tressidor of London, Gert .Swart of South Africa, Ervin 
Budge of Ottawa, Charlie Smith of London. Semi-finalists were 
Miller~Chivers vs Gerry Seed and Ervin Budge . vs. Brian 
Tressidor. Miller-Chivers defeated Budge . in the -final - a 
repeat of last year's final. (Lehmann of NY who has played 
snooker for only ten months -.,- he is the Connecticut Amateur 
Pocket Billiarps Champion - seemed to tire at the end of the 
team competition - the tournament was his fi rst tournament 
competition in Snooker.) He lost to Tressidor after two very · 
close frames in the Knockout Competition begore the quarter-
finals. . . 

BACARDI presented many fine trophies-not only to the 
winners of the above but also to Joe Davis for his presence and 
assistance-Orie to the writer for "untiring efforts in founding 
the International Snooker League "-etc. 

Next year's tournament was awarded to the Eccentric 
Club in London .- to be held in mid-April in 1977. The 1978 
tournament was awarded to Toronto, Canada. 

The 1977 League will be eight ~NATIONAL" teams - no 
city teams - Canada's two teams,will be formed' into one team 
and there will be no two teams from New York or Bermuda. 
Trinidad will again be eligible for 1977 if application is made
at present the matter is in a "susPended" classification. We 
have inquiries from a number of new teams but 1977 is limited 
to eight definite teams. Applications should be made to this 
office. ' -

In the USA we will still be after players, etc., from Tulsa, 
Detroit, etc. Both' of . those areas could only' muster up two 
players for this year. 

We may form a North American Snooker Competition -
teams from Tulsa, Oklahoma, Denver, New York, Toronto, 
Ottawa, Montreal, etc. This to be apart from the ISL. It could 
be the start of a North America Control Council. 

That is the major news to date. 

•• * •••••••• ' •••••••••• .-.-.- ••••••••• **** 
I .. 

CBALKRINq ' 
Beware! This may improve your game! Ring and 2 
pieces of ch'alk only- $1.95. Buy one foe a friend, 
too. One siZE! fits all! Send payment with your 
order . .. delivery time one week. 

- I -, . 

Varner Garnets Goodies . . . "-

In Rockford Tourn~y-~ .. 

Continued' from Page 5 

from those quiet Southern 
guys ' who speak softly but 
carry a big stick. 

.Though the personable 
Vanover finished at 2-2 and 
failed to get out of the 
prelims, his r un of 125- won 
him $75 ($50 for HR out of the 
money , and a half share with 
Varner of the $50 for tourney 
high run ). 

Twenty-three players from 
6 states were on hand for 
Lundahl's perennially fine 

. tournament (a late illness left 
one of the 4-man brackets a 
man short) . There was $3000 
plus a, U.S . Open entry up for 
grabs in this Major qualifier, 
with two men from each 
bracket advancing to the 
semis . There the 8 were 
drawn . into two 4-man 
brackets, and again ro~nd 
robins were contested. The. 
top two from those semi 
brackets then squared off in a 
final 4-man round robin. 

In the ." A" bracket , 
Marshall Boelter (fresh off a 
win in the Marie 's Golden Cue 
Major qualifier a month 
earlier ) went 4-1 to lead the 
way into the semi-finals. 

Charlie Cacciapaglia, 
Wendell' Weir , and Walt 
Brummett were a ll tied with 
3-2 records , and since Cool 
Charles had the top ball 
count, he advanced to the 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

semis . Charlie also Qad a run be seeing action in Sunday's 
of 99 , while Weir also stirred finals. 
things up. a bit with a run of In the "B" semi, Beilfuss , 
83 . continued - his undefeated 

Bracket " B" was all Mark romp for a second day and 
Beilfuss as he cha rged thus was the only player to 
through unscath~d to a 5-0 . make the final four without 
mark. Bob Dickerson and taking a loss. His run of 110 
Frank Thompson were next a gainst M'ury;on dr opped' 
at 3-2 ; Bob's runs of 76 and 60 Willie into a 3-way tie for 
gave him a substantiaL edge second place with' J am,es and 
in a ball count, so he moved Boelter . When they did the 
on with Beilfuss. ball count trick yet again, it 

"c" bracket was a two-way was Boelter who slipped into 
tie for first with Varner and the finals with Beilfuss. 
Leon Ledford, so' they were ·The finals were Varner, 
into the semis . Vanover's Varner , Varner ; that is , 
perfect game wasn't enough, Varner over ,Beilfuss . (150-
as he and Tom Kollins 122), Varner over Cacciapa
finisQed 2-2 and were left glia (150-36), and Varner over 
behind. Boelter in a 150-147 squeaker 

"D" was Judex James all "'when Boelter had a tough
the way to a perfect 5-0 slate. scratch in the side while on 
Wil!te Munson lost only to his way out. Tha! deposited 
James in posting a 4-1 perfor- the $1200 first prize and 1976 
maI!.ce, and they joined the U.S. Open berth in INick 
group of 8 semi-finalists. Varner's pocket. Boelter, 
-The draw for the two semi- Beilfuss, and' Cacciapaglia 

final brackets put Dickerson, were all 1-2 with ball count 
Ledford, Varner, and Cac- determining the finish 
ciapaglia in - "A" and positions. 
Beilfuss, Boelter, Munson, 
and James in "B" . 

The cra fty veteran 
Caccia paglia couldri't be 

. touched during Saturday's 
semi-fin?l action, and he 
breezed into the finals by 
winning all 3 matches. 
Varner came up only 18 balls 
short of the same accom
plishment, so he would also 

Rockford results : 
1. Nick Varner , . $1225 ; 2. 

MarsAall Boelter, $600; 3. 
Mark Beilfuss , $350 ; 4. Chas. 
Cacciapaglia , $250; 

5. Judex James, $125; 6. 
Leon Ledford, $125 ; 7. Willie 
Munson , $125; 8. Bob 
DiCkerson, $125 ; HR (tie ) Bob 
Vanover , $75. 

1. Greatest bridge head invention in the his
tory of billiards. 

6. Lightest, smoothest, strongest, most versa
tile bri'dge heads in the world . 

2. Used singly or interlocked , they will out
perform , ou t-maneuver all tother IxJdge 
heads ever . 

3. Ingenious interlocking dev ice enables players 
of pool and snooker"to shoot over and in be
tween many balls. 

4. Make "shots and safety plays never before 
thought possible. 

5. Position cue-ball for continued play. 

7. Bridges used singly or interlocked can easily 
be removed from playing area together with 
cue stick in one sweeping motion. 

8. Silky smooth grooves and rounded edges 
prevent damage to expensive cue sticks and 
billi..-d cloth. 

9 . A super bridge head destined to replace all 
other bri dge heads. 

10. A one time, only time, purchase. 

~5.00 per pair plus 60c postage and handling 

-See Your Local Distributor 
OR MAIL CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO -.. 

'RUSSO INTERLOCKING BRIDGE 
P.O. BOX .629 

Trenton, N.J. 08608 

Phone (609) 394-9815 

Patents pending 

I 



MAY, 1976 THE NATIONAL "BIL:lIAFtO NEWS " 

NATIONA'L OP, N 
p.C.A. SANCTIONED TOURNAMENT -

MEN'S DIVISION-1st SANCTIONED IPBA TOURNAMENT * WOMEN'S DIVISION-BCA U.S. OPEN OUALIFIE 

MAY 28,29,30,31, 1976 
- CO-SPONSORED BY 

CUSHION 'N' CUE RECREA'TION CENTERS 
ALLEN PARK, LIVONIA, OAK PARK, WATERFORD TOWNSHIP"MICHIGAN 

eHENRY W. T. MALI CO., NEW YORK, N.Y. eO-M ASTER BILLI ARD SUPPLIES, SERKLEY, MICH . e 

eFRASER CUE CLUB, FRASER , MICH. eSAFFRON BILLIAR D SUPPLY, ROYAL OAK, MICH. • 
, \ 

eBANNER AMUSEMENT COMPANY, SOUTHF IELD, MICH. eTOP NOTCH VENDING COMPANY, DETROIT, MICH .• 

~-GUARANTEED PRIZE FUNDS----...... 

MEN'S DIVISION WOME'N'S DIVISION 

PAGE 13 

• 1st - $1, ,SOO+Trophy • 
2nd-S1 ,000 + Trophy 3rd-s600 4th-S400 
5th-S300 6th-S250 ' 7th-S200 8th-S125 

• 1 st - $1 ,OOO+Trophy + 
U.S. Open Entry • 

BEST GAME-s 725.00 

s50.00 for HI-RUN in EVERY FLITE 

Trophy for Tournament Hi-Run 
, , 

ENTRY fEE - 'J 2500 

-OPEN TO FI RST 20 PAID ENTRIES-

p-----------FORMAT----------~, 

ROUND ROBIN 

4 FLiTES of 5 
Down to 1 Flite of 8 

Pre-Urns = 125 Points Finals = 150 Points 

, MATCH & TICKET INFORMA TION 

F R I DAY, MAY 28, 7 p.m., 9 p.m., 11 p.m., 24 Matches 
SATURDAY, .MAY 29, 2 p.m., 4 p.m., 16 Matches 
SATURDAY, MAY 29,7 p.m., 9 p.m., 11 p.m., 24 Matches 
SUNDAY, MAY 30, 2 p.m., 4 p.m., 14 Matches 
SUNDAY, MAY 30, 8 p.m., 10p.m., 14 Matches 
MONDAY, MAY 31, 2 p.m., 4 p.m., 14 Matches 

~ MONDAY, MAY 31, 7:30 p.m ., 7 Matches , 

ALL EVE NTS (In Advance) 113 Matches 

$3.00 
$2.00 
$3.00 
$3.00 
$3.00 
$3.00 
$3.00 

$15.00 

Recommended 
Lodging: 

COMPTON VILLAGE MOTOR INN 
28500 Schoolcraft 

Livonia, Mich. 48150 

2nd-s600+ Trophy 3rd-s350 
4th-S250 5th-S150 6th-S100 

BEST GAME_s75.00 

s25.00 for HI-RUN in EVERY FLITE 

Trophy for Tournament Hi-Run 

ENTRY fEE - '7500 

-OPEN TO FIRST 15 PAID ENTRIES-

p-----------FORMAT----------~ 

ROUND ROBIN " 

3 FLiTES of 5 
• Down tol Flite of 6 

Pre-Lims = 75 Points Finals = 100 Points 

FOR E~TRIES, TICKETS, INFORMATION: 

CUSHION 'N' CUE 
RECREA TION CENTER 

, 
27630 Schoolcraft 

Livonia , Michigan 48150 

-PHONE
(313) 422-9510 ' 

Phone: 
(3 13) 425-5520 ' 

Early 
R eservations 

Necessary 
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shby Wi s .F.U.S.A Na ional 
By BOB BYRNE 
Mill Valley,_Ca. 

Young George Ashby of 
JacksonvUle, Illinois, fr ien
dly, unassuming , and modest 
away from the table and a 
relentless, finely-tuned scor
ing machine at the table, won 
the ninth Billiard Federation 
national . three-cushion tour-, 
nament and with it an all
expenses paid trip to Belgium 
to compete agains t the 

-world's best. In winning the 
ten-man, round, robin meet, 
which was held the second 
week of April at the Elks 
Lodge in' San Jose, Calif. , 
Ashby set two BFUSA 
records ; his brilliant average 
of .995 tops Al Gilbert's .936 
(set in 1972) and his best 
games of fifty points in 38 and 
37 innings break the previous 
standard of 41 innings estab
lished in 1971 by Eddie Robin 
and Jack Josephson'. 

Not bad for a 26-year-old 
who was making his west 
coast debut. His victory is the 
realization of a long-held 
dream, to play in a world 
tour name nt against 
Ceulemans and the great 
European, South American, 
and Japanese masters. It's a 
kind of a dream come true for 
Doc Erickson and the other 
BFUSA officials as well: at 
last the United States is 
sending a champion to the big 
show with a world-class 
average . (The year - Gilbert 
averaged .936 he finished 
second; Robin won with an 
average of .846.) With the 
coolness and precision he 
displayed in San Jose, Ashby 
will give the other national 
champions plenty of trouble. 

There were several disap
pointments for fans and 
organizers before the tour
nament began. First was the 
absence of Frank Torres, who 
arrived at the Long Beach, 
Calif.) sectional qualifier too 
late to compete. Torres won 
the national amateur title two 

l 

George Ash y-

another battle-scar red hero 
of many billiard wars, Carl 
Baldwin of Oakland, Calif., 
who at one point was only 14 
points away from the national 
title that he has publicly 
stated is one of his chief aims 
in life . Going into the final 
match of the tournament 
Baldwin had been beaten only 
by McFarlane, his teammate 
at the Alameda Elks Lodge, 
and tied only by Harry Sims. 
Ashby, who had lost only to 
Sims and who was untied, 
needed a win or tie to take 
first place. (It had been 
decided r at the player s ' 
,meeting that in case of a tie 
for firs t the winner. would be 
the player with the best 
average - an effort to 
comply with a new World 
Union of Billiards ruling that 
a national champion must 
aver age a t least .850 to 
advance to the World Tourna
ment.) At the end of 42 
innings the score was 37-36 in 
favor of Baldwin. Ashby 
stepped to the table and 
ended the suspense with a 
flourish, running an eight and 
a four back-to-back and 
winning the game 50-37 in 46 
innings. 

Taking fourth place was 
affable Harry Sims , whose 
consistent play and solid .804 
average establish him as a 
force to be reckoned with in 
the forthcoming Midwest 
tournaments. He was the only 
man to beat Ashby, turning 

, back the young wizard 50~30 
in 53 innings. 

Homero Valdespino of San 
Francisco , r eturning to 
competitive billiards after an 
eight-year absence , never 
seemed to get his game 
together, yet still managed to 
average .734 and win the high
run trophy with a 10. 

Bill Spadafore of San Jose, 
finding out what'it 's like to 
share the worries of tour
nament management while 

- trying to play, came in a 
years ago , gave a good 
account of himself in the 
World, and has blossomed 
into a near 1.000 average 
player in the meantime. 
Second was the withdrawal of 
Neal Olson, one of the fine 
young players from the 
Northwest and runner-up in 
the Portland, Oregon, sec
tional, who caught the flu at a 
most inopportune time . 
Finally, the saddest blow of 
all, defending champion John 
Bonner, just hours before his 
first game, received word of 

* 
Ninth National Amateur Tournament 

BUliard Federation of the U.S.A. 

disappo inting seventh , 
followed by San Francisco's 
Earl Whityhead. 

PLAYERS 
Ashby 
Mcf arlane 
Baldwin 

WLT BG HR 

* 
the sudden illness of his wife 

Sims 
Valdespino 
Howard 
Spadafore 
Whitehead 
Thompson 
DePasquale 

8-1-0 
7-2-0 
6-2-1 
5-2-2 
5-4-0 
4-5-0 
3-6-0 
1-6-2 
2-6-0 
1-7-1 

37 
57 
47 
53 
52 
61 
50 
59 
61 
54 

and was for <:,ed to return in the 'Portland sectional, who sectional. Howard, starting 
home. has now participated in six cold, lost his first three 

Taking the places of the two consecutive BFUSA nationals games but rallied to finish 
scratched ,entries were-Frau ..,. -and Jim McFarJane ·nexL in t" ,~th a. ~~ .r,e~~)J:d and si~th 
Howard; thir~place finisher_;_~,:'Jine from\·tbe· San Franc~Q, .. :i>laceJ.; .. JVI~,J,4la~l~mkdqst 'only 

8 
6 
6 
5 

10 
9 
7 
6 
7 
8 

AVG. 
.995 
.648 
.787 
.804 
.734 
.673 
.598 
.640 
.551 
.610 

* 

--- Bruce Thompson of Los 
Angeles and Dave 
DePasquale of Lompoc, 
Calif., playing in their first 
national tournament, nailed 
down the last two spots. 
Thompson lost three games 
by a total of four points ; De 
Pasquale lost two by a total of 
three. 

- All in all , -despite" the 
conspicuous absences , a 
great tournament - excellent 
for Sims, Baldwin, and 

two games to come in second, McFarlane, sensational for 
a very fine showing for the Ashby. The American billiard 
Bay Area Elks League world awaits the results from -
veteran. _ , . . .. .,' .Ostend • . BelgluQl with. bated , \ .. ' 
. Third place was .,taken'.oy',')' breath! : ~:'· ," "\-;~ .. ~ , ,',-

.... -
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Wisconsin Billiard.. Congress Scores Again 

7th Annual Wisconsin 'Ch 
by F. A. FORTUNE 

Milwaukee, Wisc .-
The Milwaukee Sentinel 

Sports, Travel and Boat Show 
was again the host and co
sponsor for the Billiard 
Congress of . Wisconsin state 
championships held March 
12-21 at the giant MECCA 
complex in downtown 
Milwaukee. 

For the seventh 
consecutive year , champions 
were cr owned i n four 
separate divisions following 
qualifying tournaments at 15. 
BCW member rooms : juniors 
(19 and under ), women , 
men's Class A, and men's pro 
invitational. 

The juniors led off the 
double elimination 14 .1 
battles for a total of $1 ,500 in 
cash prizes plus trophies and 
weekend vacation packages. 

. The top seeds were 
defending champion ' Kevin 
Stanelle and Kelly (Skiff) 
Stellman (Sailor's of Racine). 
As happens so often, they met 
in the first round, with the 
Skiff torpedoing Stanelle's 
chances severely by' virtue of 
a 75-68 win. 

mpionships 

against John Brannon) 'when 
behind 60-90 in the winner's 
side final match. 

That put him in the driver's 
seafwith no losses , but with 
the overwhelming favorite, 
1973 champion George 
Pawelski (Antler's), 
challenging hjm from the 
loser 's side. 

Pat Vincent, 1975 runner
up, had put Pawelski in the 
loser 's bracket with a second 
round 100-81 victory over the 
Racine star. 

But following that , 
Pawelski . had looked 
unbeatable, posting wins of 
100-69, 100-13, 100-11, and 100-
68 dur ing a shor t-game 
rampage through the loser's 
bracket. 

But in Sundayjs final , the 
usual Pawelski sharpness 
wasn ' t quite there, and 
LaMar knew what to do. It 
ended 100-68 for Madison's 
LaMar, who said with a 
smile: 
"We like it in Milwauk~ . " 

Pawelski easily: grabbed 
high run honors and money 
with his 80-and-out ; Bruce 
Venzke\ (Plush Pocket) was 
next with 56; Vincent carded 
a 52; Brannon and Jerry 
Jamieson each posted a 5l. 

The Pro Division finish : 
1. Randy LaMar (5-0) . . $400 
2. George Pawelski (6-2) 
. . ... . . .... . . . . . ..... . ... $275 
3. John Brannon (3-2) .. $100 

. 4. Bruce Venzke (3-2) ... $50 
5. Bob Bidot (3-2) 

But the tough Stanelle was 
very busy and very effective 
in the loser 's bracket, 
bagging 6 in a row (and the 
high run of 39) to challenge 
Stellman again. His 7th 
stra ight caught the Skiff 
amidships , sinking him 75-49. 
One apiece , with the 
showdown last match to 
come. 

In that fi nal, the last 
bombardment ):>elonged to 
Stellman 75-55 , and the 1976 

6. Pat Vincent (2-2) 
7. Willie Munson (2-2 ) 

(Left to_Right) Joe Schardt , director; Cindy Taylor, women's champ; Randy LaMar, Class 
A and Pro Champ; Kelly Stellman, Jr. Champ. Photo by Sailor of Racine 8. Jerry Jamieson (2-2 

Wisconsin junior 
championship cup was on its promptly revenged her 51 got him started, and he was 
way to Racine for at least one earlier loss , 50-32, to in no real trouble until Bill 
year (the Skiffis but 16) . eliminate Bentz . But the Hart came out of the loser 's 

The junior division : damage had been done for bracket to challenge in the 
L Kelly Stellman (5-l) ... $70 Rice , as the task of beating finals . In tha t match Hart had 

- 2. Kevin Stanelle (7-2) . . . $55 the sharp-shooting Taylor left LaMar at the 60 mark and 
3. Jay Fletcher (3-2) ..... $25 was too much for Melissa this appeared to be running out to 
4. Jim Karamanis (40-2 ) time around . force a second match for the 

The women moved in next, Debbie Doss (Carom title. , 
With the battle expected to be . Room, Beloit), though But Hart missed the 98th 
between the 1-2 finishers of a finishing 1-2 and in' llth place, ball and gave LaMar a last 
year ago, Missy Rice and posted th~ high run of 18. That chance . . He responded as a 
Cindy Taylor (West Allis Pool was worth $15. champion should with a 40-
and Supply). The women's division: and-out, and the title was his. 

And indeed that was the 1. Cindy Taylor (5-0) . . .. . $70 For the steady Hart, it was 
story, but with the roles 2. Melissa Rice -(6-2) .. . .. $40 his second · year in a row as 
reversed: Cindy - Taylor . 3. Ardith Barry (3-2) .. .. . $25 runner-up. It was LaMar's 
breezed to an easy 5-0 record . 4. Judy McLimans (3-2) first title after several years 
and the title. The diminutive 5. Dollie Williams (3-2) of coming close. 
shot-maker was never really 6. Julie Bentz (2-2) High run honors . went · to 
pushed, winning her first four _ 7. Ann Bendoritis (2-2) Chuck Olla . (Capitol 
matches by an average score 8. Debbie Ronayne (2-2) Billiards) for his 65. 
of 50-18. In the final she Men's 'Class A competition The class A division : 
ru.spatcheo. Rice to second to 100 points (a sort of semi- 1. Randy LaMar (5-0) . . $200 
place, with a 50-40 victory. pro classification) was next 2. 'Bill Hart (6-2 ) . . .. . . . $100 

Rice's chances had on the busy agenda. 3. Tim Mlachnk (3-2) . . . $50 
dimmed with her 48-50 loss in Randy LaMar (Cue-Nique 4; Bruce Venzke (4-2) 
the second round to Julie Billiards> assumed therole'of 5. John Culver (2-2) 
Bentz (Cue-Nique Billiards) . pre-tourney favorite, and did 6. Chuck Olla (2-2) ... .. .. $25 
But then Ardith Barry nothing to dispel the tag; he 7. Dick Hahn (2-2) 
(McDermott Cues), a relative played in top f-orm as he 8. Norm Jones (2-2 
newcomer to big-table battle, marched,to a 5-0 finish and a 9. Bob Bidot 0-2) 
dropped Bentz.··rin~a , ,Rice!s " -,well deserved.·_€hampionship. •. , 10.. Craig Powers (1-2) 
loser's braekeL\,50:34'.I ~tRi~e~( _ ~.~Ma.t's, fitst round run of , .' 11- Boh Treffieson (1-2) 

9. Mark Wilson 0-2 
10. John Culver 0-2) 

12. Dan McGimmis (1-1 ) 11 . J.im Talsma (1-2) 
The Pro Inv itational 12. Chuck 011a (1-2) 

division finishes the 10 days of 13. Tod Convington (0-2) 
compe tition , and usually 14. Edgar Mathis (0-2) 
provides some surprises. 1976 15. Andy Wawiorka (0-2) 
was no exception . 16. Luis Rodri$uez (0-2 ) 

Playing 100 points in double With 64 players competing 
elimination, with a blind and 121 games played in the 
draw, the top "seeds" are not four divisions, the Fischer 
assured of anything except a tables provided by Aqua-
tough time; 6 years of 14.1 Spray Billiard Supply were 
competition have produced 6 pretty busy for 10 days, as 
different champions. were members of the 

For the past three years, a volunteer work staff. 
few top Class A competitors Joe Schardt and Dave 
have been included in the 16- Batchelor ran the show, and it 
man Pro field to help temper went without a hitch. Head 
their - games and promote ref Doc McCann, Gary 
confidence and competition. Engelbert, and Dick Rice 

That. practice proved itself reffed nearly every roimd for 
sound this year, as Mr. Randy 10 days, and when they got an 
LaMar , winner of the Class A hour or so off, it was certainly . 
crown on Thursday night, deserved. Butch and Toots 
stayed in his best stroke from Meyers again head~d the 
Tuesda y right through scorekeeping team. Players 
Sunda y, and became an are easy to come by, but these 
unprecedented double divison are the people you need to 
champion . make a tournament a 

His Pro Division success. A nice job by all 
performance was virtually those who worked at the 
identical to that in Class A; show. I 

undefeated with a 5-0 record. And the NBN thanks Sailor 
. 'otonly that but he repeated ·of Racine for· his photography 
the 4O-anrl-ouf frick (this ,time.;· :,:of\'~ the· tourriam'erlts. .' 

/ 
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257 PARK AVENUE SOUTH. NEW YORK, N.Y. 10010 
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FRED MALI • NORM ALTHOFF 

RICH MARQUARDT • JOHN O'CONNOR 

MAY, 1976 
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,~ Mielk~ Tops in W Bjll ~ards . Taylor . Undefea"(ed 
In Nine Ball Tourney Milwaukee, Wis .-

Bill Mielke, a 22-year-old 
sharpshooter appear:ing in his 
fir st television competition, 
captured the title of , Mil
waukee's third sea son of 
"Champion'ship Billiards." 

Mielke bested a select field 
of 8 area pocket billiardists in 
the single elimInation tour
nament seen weekly on ABC 's , 
WITI-TV6. 

The championship match 
aired on April 17, with Mielke 
t 'lrning back 16-year -old 
Kevin Stanelle (also in his
first appear ance on the 
Billi~rd Congress of 
Wisconsin -sanctioned event) 
by a score of 39-29. A perfect 
score in the 3-inning modified 
14.1 format used for the 
competition would be 45 (it 
hasn 't been done yet ) . 

For the second year, - a 
perfect score in any o~ne 
match would have been 
nicely rewarded indeed: a 
1976 Buick Skylark provided 
by Don Jacobs Buick-Opel in 
Waukesha. Maybe next year. 

Chuck. Olla, the series ' 
defend!rlg champion, had two 

perfect innings behind him in 
first round action- and was 
seemingly on his way to pick 
out the car 's color when he 
got a bit out of line on ball no . 
43 and narrowly missed it. 

Similarly, Mielke had two 
perfect innings chalked up in 
the championship match ; but 
his break for the third inning 
was much less than he 'd have 
liked , and in trying to .break 
up the clusters, he got in a 

- tough spot and missed a long 
table cut. 

Mielke reached the finals 
by defeating two veterans of 
U.S. Open competition, Tod 
Covington (Kenosha ) and 
Willie Munson (Milwaukee). 

The Munson match was a 
real thriller , with Willie run
ning all 15 in the top half of ' 
the third inning to take a 14 
point lead. So Mielke was 
faced with "Ileeding a full 15 
also to win . 

F jring in a bunch of superb 
shots , Mielke bagged the 
perfect 15 and a 41-40 victory, 
with the last ball dropping 

. when only one second
remained or' his two minute 

allotment. Overall , Mielke 
averaged 12.78 out of the 
possible 15.00 points per 
ipning . 

Aqua-Spray Billiard Supply 
again participated 'With WITI 
TV in the production of the 
show , which was co
sponsored by the - parti
cipating members of the Bil
liard Congress of Wisconsin. 

Sailor of Racine presented 
each player with a $50 c:erti
fi cate toward the purchase of 
one of his exceptional cues -
the handcrafted Sailor of 
Ra cine orig inal s . (The 
winner received a $100 certi
ficate .) 

Milwaukee , Wis.-
Cindy Taylor of West Allis 

went undefeated to top a field 
of 10 in the Capitol Billiards 
Women 's Nineball tour
nament held on April 4th in 
Milwaukee. 

Capitol Bill iards' owner 
Dave Batchulor generous,ly 
added $100 to the entry fees, 
as well as absorbing · the 
expenses' of the tournam.ent, 
to reach a prize fund of $450. 

Taylor knocked down ' 
everybody in her prelim 
bracket to gain the finals. 
Julie Bentz (Madison) lost 

In addition the BCW only to Taylor , 3-5, to also 
presented the champion with . make the final four. 
a handsome trophy to go with In the othe r bracket , 
the $225 cash first pr ize. Debbie Ronayne (Milwau-

The complete results : 1. kee) also was undefeated in 
Bill Mielke (3-0 ), $225 ; 2. the prelims. But the , second 
Kevin Stanelle (2-1) , $150 ; 3. -- final 's spot had to be played 
Chuck OBa (1-1), $75 ; 4. Willie off between Kathy Collard 
Munson 0-1), $75; (Madison) and Oriana Schulz 

5. Jerry Jamieson (0-1) , (Oshkosh), who had finished 
$25 ;- 6. Steve Black (0-1) , $25; the round robin with 2-2 
7. J im Talsma (0-1) , $25; 8. records . 
Tod Covington (0-1), $25. _ Collard easily took the tie-

breaking 7-game set, 4-1, and 
. moved on at the expense of 
Schulz . 

Tournam e nt Director 
Doctor ' Dan McCann then 
drew the four finalists into a 

.. single eliminqtion chart for 
the best 7-of-13 finals . 

There it was Bentz over 
Ronayne 7-3 , and Taylor 
squeaking past Collard when 
the latter 'hung the game--and
match-nineball in the jaw of 
the pocket. So Taylor took it 7-
6. 

Collard then got on the 
better end of a 7-6 score as she 
beat Ronayne by that tally~n 
the 3rd place match . 

The championship match 
was also close, but Taylor 
fin ished her unbeaten 
campaign by dropping Bentz 
7-5 to grab the first place 
goodies. 

The money winners: 
1. Cindy Taylor . 
2. Julie Bentz 
3. Kathy Collard 
4. Debbie Ronayne 

$200 
$125 
$75 
$50 

Father'~ l)ay 
.' 

Or Any Other Day 

MAIN OFFICE : 3297 TWELV E MILE RD., BERKLEY, MICH. 48072 PHONE (313) 545-7222 

SEND CASH OR MON EY ORDER WITH ORDER 
Gift Suggestions 

GENUINE BRASS _ 
CUSProOR 

CERAMIC ASH TRAYS 
"-

HAND PAINTED WOODEN PLA UE "POOL ROOM" 

7" x 15" 

""0 Women , 
No Minors, 

No Cursing" 

,.so. 255 - POOL PA RL OUR - 12" x 28" $1 1.95 $840 
Also Avai lable in • 

"TABLES FOR LADIES". & "PLEASE USE SP ITTOO~" . (WOODEN PLAK) 

r-------------~--------~~------------------------~ 
CUSTOM MADE 
BEAD SCORER Plus 1.60 Freight 

AVAILABLE 1f.J DARK WALNUT, 
GOLDEN OAK and CHE·RRY 

JACKIE GtEASON as 

"Minnesota Fats" 

PAUL NEWMAN 
as "Fast Eddie" 

~'SMOOTHIES~' 
For The Best in Shaft Care 

$1 00 
EACH 

> 

1 M PORTED BRONZE 
~"v<V FRENCH 'TIPS 
~ - -

~~ - 2 $1 00 
FOR 

Q ~:::7 t--C_O_~_; "~_; ~_,~_~_,~_" L-B~-'~~-~-' ~-yF-M-O~-~_"~_~I_A_~_~_~ _~_~_O 2_K5-~--1 $ 250 
EACH 

FAST, D'DAW' '. Inside Pocket BilliCl"ds by Mizerak .. : . . . . . . . . . . . .. 4.95 
'1\ Position Play For Hi·Runs by Hol iday .. . . . . . . . . . . . 1.95 

CU E BALL Minnesota Fats on Pool by Fats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1.95 
Brunswick·Balke-Collender Repr int 

Reg..Jlation 

NOW $595 

Draw It l::Jp 
Your Arm 

1923·24 Catalog . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . 3.50 
History of Bill iards by Hendricks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.50 
Cannifax Cha; ts-3 Cushion Diamon System. . . . . . . . 1.00 
Official Rule Book-B.C.A .. , .. • ..... ... , .. . , . .. 1.95 
Game of Billi;-ds by Cottingham . . ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.95 
Computing Bank Shots by Raftis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2.00 
Billiards as it Should Be Played 

by Willie Hoppe . . .. . . . ... . • . . . ... . ....... 4.95 
McGoorty by Bob Byrne . . '. ' . ... '. . .... ... . . . . . . . . 6.95 

BRAD ' 
Cue Scuffer 
It requires only a 
few seconds effort 
to give new BRAD 
T ips an ideal matte 
surface with t his 
parabolic scuffer. 
The shape is de
s igned to retain 
proper tip contour. 

-

_ .';;.-
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LEITERS TO THE-EDIT0RS,--~---,--
. , 

Continued·from 'Page 2 

such as myself. I have been 
playing pocket billiards for 
almost two years and~ now 
find myself in a position to 

f 

professional player , ' Jean pleasure of meeting Mr . 
George ~alabushka , and 'also 
purchased one of his cues . I 

. returned to Mass . and began 
to pursue a professional 
career in pool. 

- qualify for the Women 's US 
Open . I have plenty of local 
competition, but it 's all male. 
I cannot .... find any female 
players locally, tha t will 
compete with - me , and 
consequently my professional 
advancement in the sport is 
severely limited. 

. Bfllukas, and look forward to 
competing with her soon. Of 
'course, I've read of other 
female . players in your 
magazine, however, almost 
without exception these 
women are located ' in the 

• Western ... part of the country 
or in New York. 

I started playing pool in 
Saratoga Springs, New York 
while I was in college, and 
never gave up the idea of 
going professional. It was at 
this time that I had the 

I am under the instruction 
of some of the best , if not the 
best pool players in existence, 
i.e.; Bo~ton Shorty and Paul 
Melnichuk from the Day 
Street Pool Hall in 
Somerville , ' Mass. ; Bob 
Ingersoll from Malden ; and 
last but not least , my 
inspiration, Johnny Marko 

and Willie Mosconi. I had the 
pleasure of meeting Willie 
Mosconi through Johnny 
Marko not too long ago, and 
have received an inspiration 
from both these gentlemen to 
continue a professional 
career . 

I will be attending some of 
the qualifying rounds for the 
US Men 's Open with these 
men and hope not only to 
learn more about the 'game 
but to meet some of the other 
great men players in ' the 
sport. I admire the well-known 

\ 

l 

BICENTENNIAL UNITED STATES OPEN -
3-CUSHIO·N\ CAROM BllltA~DS 
CHAMPIONSHIP TOURNAMENT 

July 1 through 5 Sanctioned by Amt;.rican Billiard Association and Billiard Congre~ of America. 

TOTAL GUARA NTEED CASH PRIZES 

$600Q. 
1ST '$20 0 0 . 

/ 

$4'50 6TH ,= $400. 5TH 7TH = $150 ~TH = 150. 9TH , $125. 

r 

10TH = $125. 11TH = $100, 
POINTS FOR ABA CLASSIC 

12TH = $100 

$200 HIGH RUN MONEY· 
. PRELIMINARY AND SEMI-FINAL FLiTES $25 EACH FINAL FLiTE $50. 

. • ...J JU l.;yJ 1-5,. 197 6 
4 PRELIMINARY FLiTES OF 6 ADVANCING /3' FROM EACH FLiTE TO 

2 SEMI FINAL FLiTES OF 6 ADVANCING 3 FROM EACH FLiTE TO 
1 FINAL ROUND OF 6 

\ 

TOP UNITED STATES 3 CUSNIOR BILLIA.RD PLAYERS 
COMPETING FOR OFFICIAL TITLE 

. \ 
Session # 1 

# 2 
# 3 
#4 
-# 5 
# 6 
# 7 
# 8 
# 9 
# 10 

I • 

ENTRY FEE $200. 

TICKET INFORMATION - SCHEDULE 
. 

Admission $3. ' P~elim inary Flites Thursday July 1 1 :00 PM 

Preliminary Fl ites "- 7:30 PM 
/ 

$4. 

Preliminary Fl ites Friday July 2 1 :00 PM $3. 

Prel iminary Fl ites 7 :30 PM $4. 

Preliminary Flites Saturday July 3 1 :00 PM $3. 

Semi-Final Flit es 7:30 PM $5. 

Semi-Final "Fl ites Sunday July 4 1:00 PM 
, $3. 

Semi Final Flites 7: 30 PM $5. 

Final Flite Monday July 5 1:00 PM. $4. 

Final Fl ite 7 :30 PM $6. 

DAILY COMBO TICKET: SAVE $1. SERIES TICKET: $30. lotal 

All Motches Ployed At 

TOURNAMENT HEADQUARTERS 
" America ' s House of Champions" 

HI-CUE BILLIARD LOU-NGE 
333 RAHw A Y AVE., ELIZABETH, N .J. 0720~ 

(201)354-8950 . 
MIKE ASCH, To u rnament Chairman 

, . 
\ 

M ILT GOLDRING, Tournamen t Director 

J 
\ 

I play pool seven nights a 
week , 4-5 hours a night, and 
also take instructions quite ' 
frequently from Johnny 
Marko. I 

In conclusion, I feel that 
National Billia rd News is the 
best publication ..dealing with 
pool. I would lappreciate your 
printing this message in the -
hope that a greater ' field of 
compe,tition for women pOol 
players will result. 

I thank ,y,ou for your time 
and consideration . 

Sirs, 

Sincerely, 
TERRY DI SESSA 
Winchester, Mass. 

On page eleven of your 
March issue there is, a picture 
of Pete Margo shooting a 
trick shot. The picture shows 
the cue ball jumping what 
appears to be a foot off the 
table .... Certaii1ly this can't be 
possible with a legal stroke. 
Or can it? 

Thank you, 
MICK FUHRMANN 
MILWAUKE.E, WIS. 

Dear Mick, 
The . bqll jumping in t~e 

Ma rgo shot was the result of 
an ele vation of the cue butt 
and a fi rm hit. Perfectly legal 
and it happens often during 
an average game When the ' 
player . either purposely or 
inad vertentl y elevat e s his 
butt to playa shot. There is 
also a t rick shot in the C~ras 
collection using the jump. Try 
it, you'll like it. 

. Dear People : 
I have intend'ed to write for 

some time, but business is 
, booming and we are all very ' 

busy. I enjoy the "News" so 
much. I would like some time 
soon to run an ad with a 
picture. P lease send- me 

.,pdces fo r eighth page, 
quarter page, anJi half page 
ads . 

If any of your staff are ever 
down this way, let me extend 
an invitation to come by and 
visit with us . What would be 
the chance of getting Palmer 
Byrd do wn to do some 
exhibitions' in this area? She 
is a very pretty lady, wrjtes 
an excellent article, and has a 
great name! 

I am the second generation 
of our family to own and 
operate this business. It was 
founded by my father nearly 
28 years ago and is still 
growing. Among the people 
who know us, the name 
PALMER means quality, 
reliability , and honesty . 
Please let me hear from you 
on the above items soon.' 

- -Sincerely yours, 
ROBERTH. PALMER 
Palmer Billiard Supply 

.... . ' -Iii' ��iiiiilii�iiii ... iIii ___ liilliiiiiiliiiiliii ..... _ _ iiiiii_iiiiilliiiiiiiiiiii __ IiiiI .... ____ iiiiiIIiI_iii·'IIIii·'· . ... -iili· . ' Iiii .. IiiiI"' .. • ... ~ .. -. " .. TiIiiiII_ w. ...... '" ... '4..' .. ' ....... '. '" • Baldwyn-" Missis-sip.pi 
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Ebonite 8- Midwest Amusement Co-sponsor Event 

Kaufman Tops in Nebraska Tourney 

Randy Kaufman lines up a shot enroute to his win over 
Marty Heldenbrand in the best-of-five series finals in the 
Midwest Amusement 8-Ball Billiard Tourna-ment in Omaha, 
Neb., April 4. The tournament, played on Ebonite Billiards 
"Play-Right" coin-operated tables, was sponsored by Ebonite 
Billiards, Miami Lakes, Fla., and Midwest Amusement 
Association of Omaha. Kaufman, 20, of Lincoln, Neb., won 
$2,50" while Heldenbrand, 18, of Cameron, Mo. , took down 
$1,300 as runner-up. Trophies and checks were presented by 

Willie Mosconi, IS-time world billiard champion who now 
heads the Ebonite Billiards Pro Staff. The tournament drew 
186 entries from a five-state area. 

Kaufman, seemed stunned when he received the $2,500 
check from Mosconi for winning the Midwest Tournament. 
Heldenbralijl won $1,300 as runner-up. Omaha Mayor Ed 
Zorinsky looks on at the conclusion of the 12-hour tournament. 
The 186 entries had to qualify by winning local tournaments 
throughout the five-state drawing area. 

After a lengthy illness, I have been working on the 

New Tournament of Champions 
which will be held in September of 1976. 

This tournament will possibly have the Largest 

Cash Prize Fund ever paid $50,000 ... over 4 Divisions (9-Ball , 

Straight Pool, One Pock~t, and Bank Pool or 8-Ball) . 

and will be played in my new 7, 000 square foot arena. 

There , will be Five Available Booths f or Ad1!ertisers and Cue Makers. 

For Further Information Contact: 

Joe Burns 

Forest Park Billiards 

4425 North Main 

Dayton, Ohio 45405 · 

Phone ~513) 277-9407 
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Carom 
Corner 

by BOB MULLEN 

James Cattrano. Sr., the <?perator of the New Jacy's 
Billiard Academy on Queens Blvd. in Rego Park, New York, 
reports that Dick Reid won the playoff against Jimmy 
Cattrano in the March 20th tournament held at the new digs. 
Quite an impressive field for the first of many tournaments to 
be held at the recently reopened Academy. In addition to the 
two stars already mentioned, Paul Melnichuk, Marv 
Waldman, Vinnie Sbarbatti, Tom Reid of Salem, New 
Hampshire, Chris Bartzos and Joseph DeLorenzo' also 
attended. 

On the first day there were five players who had high runs 
of 7 and on the final day of the contest, Jimmy Cattrano ran the 
high 9. Cattrano and Reid were tied for first place with each 
having 4 wins and 1 loss. Reid won the playoff game by a score 
of 50 to 42. The final games were played to a packed house. 

The capacity crowd observed the trophy presentation to 
Reid in addition to the $300.00 check. Jimmy Cattrano, in the 
midst of a comeback, picked up $187.50 and 2nd place trophy. 
Paul Melnichuk was 3rd, Chris Bartzos, 4th, J . DeLorenzo 
5th, and Marv Waldman picked up the 6th place prize money. 
Jimmy Cattrano picked up high run money for the final day in 
addition to another trophy. It looks like Jim is back in form 
and we would like to know more about Dick Reid and his style 
of play. 

James C. Sr. always signs his letters to us "Yours for 
better billiards" and our only comment is that with both the 
Cattranos back in the game billiards is better. 
AN UNKEPT WEST COAST SECRET 

We have made mention about the fact that Al Gilbert has 
not been able to make the midwest tourneys and we have 
forgotten about another great player who has not been able to 
travel the country, Bud Harris. The National Billiard News 
Three Cushion Tournament missed Bud Harris. Harris, when 
living in Chicago, was always a factor in any tournament in 
which he played. A truly great player now hampered by 
geography. 

I want to emphasize that I am by no ; means being critical 
of any player in three cushion who can't make the trip - _ 
anywhere. ) After all, the money isn't all there yet. I suppose 
that whE!n players of the skill and knowledge of Al Gilbert and 
Bud Harris cannot show their talents to all the billiard buffs. 
three cushion is still not at the point of development that it 
could be. One of these days????? 
BOUNTIFUL BILLIARDS 

JACKSONVILLE, ILLINOIS is a small town in Illinois 
made up of a few excellent billiard players and some : other 
citizens who just happen to live there. 'The Drexel Open was a 
fiercely fought tourney-in the Jacksonville billiard emporium 
and Ed Beavers, tournament director, can- be proud of the 
crowd reaction. 

A first J!lace play-off game between Luis Campos and 
George Ashby was near perfection. Ashby was behind 12 
points and closed the gap to two when he scored 16 points in 6 
innings. Campos made 6 in those six innings , and that isn't all 
bad. 

Campos made his 40th point in the 30th inning for an avg. 
of 1.333. Ashby was shooting at a 1.000 avg., which is class 
billiards in any league. Latin Luis was the winner and in the 
course of his demonstration of point production had the high 

Continued on Page 22 

F AMIL YBILLIARDS 
ROUTE 1, SCARBOROUGH, MAINE 

presents (2) Two 1976 U. S. OPEN QUALIFIERS 

JUNE 
4-5-6 Only $60 

Entry Fee 

(Includes Playing & Practice) 

JUNE 
25-26-27 

"Two of your Best and Last Chances to Qualify" 

6 Guaranteed Cash Prizes + 2 "Paid" Entries into '76 U.S. Open 

"You may well be our 15th or 16th man For Information and Detai ls 
we have sent to the Open since 1968" WRITE Guy A. Little, Jr. 

TODAY 2 Bunker Avenue 
TO: Fairfield, Maine 04937 

MAY, 1976 

Titcomb, Frech en Finish 1-2 

Gerry Titcomb, Gloria Walker, Bonnie Gums, Vicki Frechen, Palmer Byrd. 

Continued from Page 6 
were paid through sixth place 
with all prizes awarded as 
advertised prior . to 
tournament time. 

Geraldine 'Titcomb 
absolutely sparkled as she 
gallantly went through the 
ranks undefeated with an 
envious 3.00 balls per inning 
average. Vicki Frechen lost 
her first game in the fifth 
round to Geraldine, whom she 
met again in the semi-finals 
(how unlucky can you get!) , 
and again failed to raise her 
cue victoriously as Geraldine 
reigned supreme once more. 
Palmer Byrd lost her first 
game in the third round to 
Gloria Walker and did not 
lose again until she smashed 
head on with Vicki. PaImer 
lost to Vicki who was on her 
way to 2nd place, but smiled 
enthusiastically with her 
third place finish. 

Some interesting side notes 

·How 
To 

Bank 
Continued from Page 10 

enough , or, a hard hit might 
close it. Side English will act 
the same way. You must 
study and practice. 
Generally, when the C.B. is 
quite a bit off the line, you 
must aim the O.B. at that spot 
on the cushion where the cue 
crossed. It is important to 
mark an " X" under the C.B. 
so that you can practice the 
same shot over and over. 

Next issue we will study 
banks where the O.B. is on the 
cushion, and how to come off 
the cushion, with the C.B. to 
be able to get your "hit". 

and trivia, and perhaps some 
personal glimpses concerning 
the tournament are also 
worth relating. Vicki 
Frechen has just entered 
her third consecutive 
tournament, has placed in the 
money in all three, and has 
also won one of them. How 
many men out there wish 
they could say the same about 
themselves? I know I wish I 
could! Gloria Walker also 
ran away with the jackpot for 
High Run with a total of 31 
consecutive balls pocketed. 
Bonnie Gums, our own 
Chicago lady, batted an 
impressive 2.00 balls per 

. inning average as she fought 
valiantly for first place. 

As a final note, this writer 
would like to add one very 

Photo by Ed Malone 

important observation. After 
all the cliches and pseudo
superiority of males have 
been ignored, hqpefully, the 
real truth might be on the 
horizon. If more proprietors 
would run Women's Qualifier 
Tournaments , so they 
themsel ves could see 
firsthand the refreshing 
aspect of womens 
participation, there would be 
less second hand gossip 
regarding their unworthiness 
in this professional -sport. 
Maries uolden Cue Inc. , did 
not have a financially 
successful tournament, far 
from it ; but what they did 
have was an emotionally 
successful tournament, for 
themseives, . and more 
importantly, for the ladies. 

Imported Finished 

SLATE 
--e--

Ivory Cue Points 

FEATHERSTRIPS 
--e--

Eastem Slate 
151 Highland Ave. (P.O. Box 84) 

Somerville, Mass. 02145 

(617) 625-2500 
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THE BILLIARD WORI(S 

MEMORIAL DAY OPE 
, 

8-BALL I 9 -BALL TOURNAMENT 

-

. OPEN TO ALL PLAYERS· 

$350000 PRIZE MONEY 

9-BALL $2000.00 

$900.00 - FIRST PLACE 
500.00 - SECOND PLACE 
275~00 - THI RD PLACE 
175.00 - FOURTH PLACE 
75.00 - FIFTH PLACE 
75.00 - SIXTH PLACE 

$6500 ENTRY 
• 32 PLAYER FIELDS· 

I-BALL $1500.00 

$700.00 - FI RST PLACE 
375.00 - SECOND PLACE 
200.00 - THI RD PLACE 
125.00 - FOURTH PLACE 

50.00 - FI FTH PLACE ' 
50.00 -. SIXTH PLACE 

$5500 ENTRY , 
• DOUBLE ELIMINATION. 

lAY 25th INRU lAY 30th 

. TO BE PLAYED AT· 

THE BILLIARD WORKS - 645 N. EUCLID 
ANAHEIM~ CALIFORNIA 714-635-9824 

AFTER 6:00 P.M. 

·FOR INFORMATION CALL· 

THE PETER VITALIE CO. - 714-991-7240 
MONDAY THRU SATURDAY - 8:30 A.M. - 6:00 P.M. 
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BULL SH'OTS Pinkowski CAROM CORNER 
Continued from Page 4 

the remarkable job that Ronnie Allen is doing at this beautiful 
resort town. Ronnie has ingratiated himself with the local 
business people by bringing in fresh money with free wheeling 
spenders on the right side of the rubber band. The Inn of the 
Seventh Mountain is full up and has been two weeks prior to 
the contest's start. 

A week prior to the gun, there were 100 player signed and 
sealed. To allay fears of mismanagement and non payment of 
prize money, Ronnie and his group got a letter of credit from 
the local bank guaranteeing the prize money. (A copy of this 
letter of credit was sent to the east to minimize the 
promotional problems that occurred after Burlington. ) 

Lassiter, Mataya, Ervolino, Florence and Ronnie Allen 
are some of the names represented in the tournament. Billy 
Staton, Jay Helfert, Vern Peterson and many others are also 
in the starting gates. There will be eleven pool tables from 
Gandy Industries, 3 in the tournament room and eight in the 
warm up area. There will be no action room as we have known 
it in the past. The warm up room will be available for fun and 
games but not open to the public .. . only friends and associates 
of the registered players. 

The people of Bend, Oregon are impressed with the 
athletes coming to town similar . to the reception that Olympic 
people get from the towns that they invade. Using this 
tournament as a pilot, the group sponsoring the action at Bend 
are interested in spreading out to the mid-west. st. Louis and 
Burlington have been mentioned and again I must repeat that 
this organization had nothing to do with the promoters of the 
last tournament held in Burlington. 

We were misled in believing that Gary Davidson of World 
Hockey, World Football League and the ABA ' was the 
promoter. He is not involved at this time but will be there as an 
observer. 

If all of this develops as planned, Ronnie Allen will deserve 
all the plaudits possible from the "Game". And they may even 
elect him Sheriff of Bend, Oregon. Details of the contests are 
on the way. 

THE BCA CONDITION OR WE'RE DOING THE BEST 
WE CAN WITH WHAT WE GOT. 

An increase in the Ladies' prize fund and plans for a , 
complete re-evaluation of the tournament scene immediately 
after the '76 tourney. 
THE MONEY OR DOES "THEY" OR DOESN'T ~'THEY" 
ONLY THE SHADOW KNOWS. 

Fortunately for billiards and pool and the other related 
names of games, there will be a US Open this year in spite of 

Continued on Page 24 

Con tinued from Page 4 

Breaking with a force that 
seemed to crush the balls, 
Pinkowski ran out the next 3 
games giving him a com
fortable lead of 8 to 5. 

After an exchange of games 
the score was 9 to 6 favor of 
Pinkowski. Glass after being 
corner hooked, and making a 
successful hit on the nine ball, 
left Pinkowski a difficult rail 
shot which he missed, Glass 
made it and the score was 9 to 
7. After Glass broke and no 
balls were pocketed . 
Pinkowski weaving in and out 
of balls and playing excellent 
position ran off the rack, 
posting his 10th game. On 
what was to be his final break 
shot Pinkowski scratched the 
cue ball. Along with two other 
balls the one ball was spotted. 
Glass electing not to shoot for 
lack of an open pocket , relin
quished the cue ball to 
Pinkowski who had to place it 
behind the head string and 
shoot. Pinkowski, after some 
measuring and intense 
thought, played what was to 
have been one of the tour
nament 's finest caron. 
billiard shots , pocketing the 
ball, and giving him the tour
nament championship. 

After the game, Pinkowski 
was congratulated by Glass 
and the officials for an 
amazing display of shot -
making and Billiard 
knowl~dge. 

Richard Tomanio and Joe 
Cervoni hope tha t th~ir next 
tournament in May of this ' 
year will prove to be this suc
cessful and rewarding for 
both the players and spec
tators. 

For Cash Control in your 
Billiard Rooms ... 

Modern Cash 
Management 

in Your Billiard Room • Old fashioned time card , 
system. 

• Expensive errors and time 
consuming card checking, 

• losses due to miscalculations 
indifference. 

Easy to insta ll! Easy to use ! ACCU-TOll is 
compact with complete push-button contro ls! 

5 year warranty on all parts ! 
Find out how inexpensive it is t o own 

the most soph isticated cash control system , 

ACCURATELY COMPUTES CHARGES FROM 
1 TO 20 TABLES SIMULTANEOUSLY -INCREASE 
YOUR PROFITS 15% A MONTH OR MORE! 

ACCU-TOll automat ically charges for the use of the 
table PLUS each player! That means you make more 
money ! One turn of the knob and you also get evening 
rates without disturb ing the game already in progress! 

Also available - Full Lin!! of Billiard Supplies 

,------------~-----, 
• 

I am Interested In learning more about ACCU-TOLL I 
Please send me further information on it. I 

•
1 Palmer Billiard Corporation I • 

Dept. BN, 37 Westfield Avenue 
• Elizabeth, New Jersey 07208; (201) 289-4555 • 

I Co. Name •. • •...••...••... , : .- .. - • . . • • . . . • • . . I 
I Name ..••• • •• • .. . •.• • . ,. '; • • .... , ...•. - • • • . . I 

Street .. •. .• •• • • ..• " • • . • • • . . . • • . • • . . . • • • . • . . I I CIty .. • •.•• • •.. • . • • • .•• • ', ' ..••• • •. • • . ..• . .• 
I State •. • ••• . ••••..••••••• Zip •• ~ ••• ~ " .. ~ " . • . • I 
• Phone No ..•.. . . . .. . .... . •. No . of Tables. . . • . . .. 

-~-----------------

', -
Palmer Biltiard Corporation 
Dept. BN ", ' .' 
37 Westfield Avenue, 
Elizabeth, New Jersey 07208 
Phone (201) 2894555 

Con tinued from Page 20 

run of the weekend, 9. Ashby showed his strength but fell short 
this time. 

Bill Hawkins finished third, Bill McClelland was 4th, Jim 
Blesse finished 5th and Ernie Presto was 6th. In the finals 
there were three players from Jacksonville, 2 from Chicago, 
and 1 from Decatur. 

(Left to right) Luis Campos, Ed Beavers and George Ashby. 

B.F.U.S.A. 
Rumors were going cross country about Dr. Erikson, long 

time czar of the west coast based Billiard Federation of the 
U.S. We had heard that Erickson had resigned as head of the 
organization and that the leadership of the group was up for 
grabs. We will investigate and find out the facts before our 
next issue. 

I never could understand why some players are regarded 
as amateur and others professional in the eyes of this group. I 
have never seen a truly amateur billiard player, one who has 
never played for money, marbles or chalk. This country has no 
truly professional billiard players whose income is completely 
derived from playing the game. If they ever tried that there 
would be an increase in the percentages of people existing in 
the poverty level. I doubt the existence of any purity either 
way, whether it be in the U.S. or in Europe or Japan. There is 
not enough money involved in three cushion billiards to make 
"an 'issue but we are suffering from a lack of prestige when our 
best players are barred from so called "amateur" play due uP 

, the idiocyncrasies of a small group. 
American bUliards needs all these groups pulling together 

to improve the status of the game, and the BFUSA should 
welcome the cooperation of the ABA and then make their 
stand to the CBA together to get some national recognition for 
three cushion. Complicated, no, just a mess that needs 
teamwork. ABA has done a fine job in the past two years 
bringing the game back to the point it is today and this 
organization is not turning a deaf ear to the necessary changes 
and-or suggestions from its constituency. 

A.B.A. 
Leo M. Walch is a member of the board of governors of the 

American Billiard Association and as such receives no 
remuneration for his efforts in behalf of the carom game. Leo 
has wOrked in conjunction with Gale Johnson , longtime 
secretary of the or8..anization, , and knows first-hand of the_ 
many personal sacrifices made by Gale so that three cushion 
will be perpetuated. Mr. Walch came up with a great 
suggestion and I quote : 

"I have today issued a check in the amount of $25.00 in 
favor of the American Billiard Association as the first 
contribution toward the creation of the Gale Johnson Award 
Fund. I expect to make periodical contributions to this fund 

Continued on Page 27 

(201) 753-6450 
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STRAIGHT POOL PLAYERS! 
HAS YOUR GAME REACHED A STANDSTILL? 

HERE'S HOW YOU CAN GET IT MOVING AGAIN. 
HALL OF FAME BILLIARDS 

LANSI NG, MICHIGAN 
Presents 

A STRAIGHT POOL (14.1) 
. SUMMER CLINIC 

FOR SERIOUS POOL PLAYERS WHO 
CAN <POCKET BALLS AND PLAY SOME 
POSITION, AND WOULD NOW LIKE TO 
LEARN THE CORRECT WAY TO PLAY 
TW:E GAME OF 14.1 

CLINIC INCLUQES 

HALL OF FAME HOUSE PROFESSIONAL 
TOM KOLLINS TEACHES YOU TO PLAY 
THE GAME THE EASY WAY - THE WAY 
THE CHAMPIONS DO. 

* ACCOMMODATIONS AT ONE OF LANSING'S FINEST MOTELS * 
* UNLIMITED TABLE TIME AT HALL OF FAME BILLIARDS * 

One of the most modern facilities in the country. 

* SIX FORMAL GROUP LECTURES ON HO TO PLAY STRAIGHT POOL (14.1) * ' 
1. Position Play, clear ing the tab e, introduction to patterns. 
2. Break shot patterns 
3. Creating patterns and how 0 balls. 
4. Finding a "dead one" and $ do what they do 
5. Safety play 
6. General review 

* YOUR PE RS R * 
Always available to answer your . alVidual problems. . * OPEN TO BOTH MEN AND 0 E ~ I ITEO IN SIZE * 

Reservations are necessary. Send now for FREE B DITIONAL INFORMATION. 

----.--------------------------~---~--.---------------------~ 

PLEASE RUSH MORE INFORMATION ON THE 
SUMMER STRAIGHT POOL CLINIC TO: 

NAME ..•.• ; .. ~ .......•....•............. . .. .. 

~DDRESS •... , .•...•.•.•••.••..•.......•... . , . 

CiTy ......•....•••.•..... STATE .•... ... , .. .•. 

ZIP ....•......••....• . 
AGE .....• M~LE [] FEMALE [ ] 

----.-------------------------

L TO: 

School for Pool 
C/O Hall of Fame Billiards 

2510 Cedar Street 

Lansing, Michigan 48910 I 
I 
I _____________________ J 
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Bull Shots 

Continued from Page 22 

the problems faced by BCA. It's too bad that time prevented 
the changes that the hierachy has in mind for the future but 
."Billiards" has been around a long time and time is n~t an 
Important factor. 

The NBN believes that the new administration of BCA will 
make some changes that will improve the entire scene. We 
~elieve that there will be more money from outside the 
mdustry, there ~ill be more interest from within the industry 
once the dues pohcy of the organization is simplified, there will 
be more ~art.icip~tion in BCA affairs from the dealer group, 
and a revItalIzation of the proprietors division, among other 
developments to be .announced . 
RENEWAL NOTES AND NOTICES 

NBN receives renewal checks on a regular basis from our 
subscribers .and some of them send notes on the back of the 
form. We recently read one from New Orleans thanking us for 
publishing so many pictures. The writer, who shall remain 
anonymous, claims that our picture policy has saved him 
"tons of money" . 

Another from old timer, George LaLone, tells us that he 
has been out of action for a while due to a multiple fracture of 
the leg . George notes that the broken leg occurred. on his 70th 
birthday. We all wish George a speedy recovery. 

And then there w.as the postcard from Tacoma, 
Washington. ,:!,h~ reader sa~ our publication, in the library at 
Tacoma Community College. He enjoyed the article by our 
female staff columnist. He asked if there might be a chance to 
see her in a newspaper centerfold in a pool table spread. He 
claims he is not referring to a "Playboy" type pic but one with 
class and dignity. This reader also asks about the price of back 
issues ... we will be happy to send back issue~ to anyone wishing 
to buy them for 60 cents per issue plus 50 cents postage per 
copy. Our supply is limited but we do have many of the issues 
of the past and we are more than happy to accommodate our 
readers. . 
SEND YOUR KID TO CAMP 

I read an ad in the New York Times ... or did I? .... that 
said: 

CAMP SCRATCH-EM-CUE BALL located on Cornbread 
Lake across from Johnston City. Two weeks at our camp and ' 

Continued on Page 27 

Pabst 

ACU-I 
Continued from Page 3 

And that's just what she 
did , taking both games 
handily , 50-22 and 50-27, to 
capture a deserved and hard 
earned championship. 

So UW-M had to "settle" 
for a 1-2 finish, and the ACU-I 
will proudly send Missy Rice · 

. and John Cianflone to the 
BCA U.S. Open in Chicago 
August 11-14. 

You can't say too often that 
this affair was done up right 
... the many people who 
contributed all deserve credit 
for a real top-notch presen
tation: 

Kirby Stanat, Frank 
Bartow, and Gordy Wegner 
from the UW-M Union staff; 
Gail Clay, Fritz Balmer, and 
Cal King of the ACU-I; and of 
course Rich Ratcheson and 
his great crew from Pabst. 

In addition , Kim Gandy 
mCA President> was there 
along with four of his Gandy's 
Industries Big G's that he 
provided for the competition. 

The tournament advisor
was 1968 and 1974 U.S . Open 
champion Joe Balsis, who 
also gave seven exhibitions 
over the three days . 

And finally, "Doctor Dan" 
McCann as head referee 
guided a fine contingent of 
referees and scorekeepers. 

They can all be as proud of 
the great event they helped 
put on as the excellent 
players who triumphed in it: 
John Cianflone and Melissa 
Rice. 

T-SHIRTS 
SMALL • MEDIUM • LARGE • EX'RA LARGE 

-WHITE-BLUE-YELLOW-

6IAI' CUBE IMP.RII'ED 01 FROI' II COLOR 
$350 

Each Includes Postage and Handling 

SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 
.ce\. 

GANDY'S INDUSTRIES 

510 11th St., P.O. BOI 533 Macon, Georgia 31202 

Open Forum 
Continued from Page 2 

have done and will do the type of thing I objected to for the 
very reasons I listed, then you have quickly forgotten about 
the existence of, as you so aptly put it, the "boorish 
individuals" who have the "ethics of a weasel.' ~ 

And those guys are out there. Perhaps through this 
exchange we've made it a little tougher for them. I hope so, 
and I can tell that you hope so as well. 

In short, we have no real disagreement on basic ethics. I 
think we're both a bit guilty in this joust: a bit of careless 
overkill on my part, and a bit of misdirected over-reaction on 
yours. Just one of those things. 

But we do have a disagreement as I see it: which of the 
following is the better distribution of the purse? ? (Using an $85 
entry fee and $1,950 for prizes and sanction fee as in your 
Chicago tournament, and assuming a 32-man field) 
MAJOR REGULAR 
1st: $1 ,000 and US Open entry 1st: $500 and US Open entry 
2nd: $300 . 2nd: $300 
3rd: $200 3rd: $200 
4th : $100 4th : $100 
5th: -- 5th: $75 
Bth: -- 6th: $75 
7th : -- 7th: $50 
8th: -- 8th: $50 
High Runs: $50 and $50 High runs: $50 and $50 

Both arrangements cost $1,950, including the sanction 
fees .. 

Now, even though the players do indeed receive $250 less 
in total cash prizes, I personally prefer the breakdown in the 
regular version. I've always felt that the U.S. Open berth was 
of such stature and value that a distribution which covers a 
greater share of the field is better, even if the US Open entry 
winner doesn't receive as much cash with it. . 

Please remember: your one winning player out of 32 is not 
the only one who "has sweated long hours to reach perfection, 
or near perfection" -- the top 8 players out of 32 probably all 
have. If there were only one good player in thefield j V·d agree 
with you. 

No, I'm not asking to "be rewarded for a lac.k of talent," 
although I'd sure like to know how to finish in the top % of a 
large US Open qualifierJield by having a lack of talent. 

I'd just like to see as many of the ha'rd-working, 
repeatedly contributing players share in the distribution as is 
reasonably possible. And that issue, certainly- one subject .to 
differences of opinion, is the only real "argl,lment" we have . 

. Mr. Page, your concern for the game and its players 
shmes through the clouds of anger and misinterpretation of 
your editorial. I feel confident that players going to Marie's 
Golden Cue in Chicago need not fear for the respectability of 
your motives. That seems clear, and is substantiated by the 
always good stuff that comes down the "grapevine" about 
Nick Page and Marie's: always good, I repeat. 

So, best of luck in all your tournaments and promotions' 
perhaps one day we can meet and work together to expose and 
eliminate those whom we both detest: those who are bad for 
the game, be they players,' promoters, or pretenders. 

Venzke's View 
Continued from Page 6 
up just about 1.75 inches from the rail . E en tha t accuracy .... ill 
lose a few lags every now and then . 

So delicacy of touch is clearl demanded on e en so simple 
a shot as the lag. When ou add such complications as cushion 
effects , slide factors , draws follows , bounce shots kisses. 
spins , and the hooking of power strokes. the demand for touch 
becomes even greater while the complica.tion involved makes 
it just that much harder to deliver that real good touch and 
control. 

And the real challenge of execution is in being able to 
greatly vary from shot to shot the type and force used, and still 
perform accurately ; a 2-rail 80" force-follow, then a dead ball 
punch shot, then maybe a 3" nip draw shot. Once the game 
starts, the exact same shot will never come up twice. You 
have to have the total range of speed-touch, ready to use and 
under control. 

And that means practice hours and more practice hours. 
Most of us better head for the table. 

- Please join me again next month up here in the nickel 
seats when I'll have the winners of our Pool Poetry Contest ... 
I'l!. sav:e.~.ou a sea ~ ,.. - ,'. . '. ' ., . • • •• 
• *' ... .... . .., ... ... ... . __ ........ .., .... ,,:.lira ... ",.-ot""-'. " .~;,,, .•.. _ ._ ~ 
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----Guidelines on Refereei~ng-----'---

Con tinued from Page 11 
-
and whenever the game i~ 
cloSe" on the coloured balls. 
Thus if player A has 50 points 
and player B has 67 and 
player A comes to the table 
when the colours are left and 
proceeds to pot them the 
referee should count: 50-67, 
and then 52-67, 55-67, 59-67, 64-_ . 
67, 70-67 and 77-67. 

-distracts-the player. Once in 'a 
while you will get caught in 
thi~bad position : if you do, do 
N()T move away as the 
player aims. Stand still and 
back from the table. . 

- Gene.rally the best position 
is at right angles to the line of 
the shot. level with the tip of 
the cue. You can always 

. move away frorii this -basic 
position if trouble arises. 

Anticipate trouble. Try to 
be on the correct side of the 

checking if the pockets are 
filling up. With good prayers 
the pockets at the top end of 

. the table (the black end) fill 
first. Remove balls from the 
full pockets at intervals, but 
not at the moment the player 
is aiming into the pocket 
(unless the player speci
fically asks you to). ~ 
CALLING FOULS 

You must call a foul as soon 
as it is made. Thus if a player 
allows his sleeve to touch a 
ball, call "FOUL" at the 
moment of touching, not after 
the shot is played. 

Do not move the scoreboard 
while counting: the player 
might think that the referee's · 
count still has to be added to . 
the score on the board. 
POSITIONING 

In order that the referee 
can observe fouis and control 
the game he must be in 
position, Remember you,can 
only 'call a fOlll if you see it 
(the're is one ' possible 
exception to this that will be 
explained later). The main 
problem is to be in the right 
place at the right time. 

. player to see if his sleeve, his 
hand or the rest touches a 
ball . However if you are out 
of position do not start 
rurruing around the table , it is 
tiring and makes the referee 
look foolish. 
. If . a player 1's snookered 

(hooked) get near the ball he 
is t·rying to hit and in line with 
the anticipated line of the 
white ball. You' must be able 
to tell if the white touches any 
other ball or the ' ball on. 

You rnustcall "Free Ball" , 
"Touching Ball" (frozen ball) 
and "Angled Ball" without ' 
being asked . 

Make all decisions quickly. 
However in some very tricky 
judgment calls , for example 
free ball, take time. Do not 
get hurried into a bad call . A 
referee can use a dead ball to 
help in his decision (for 
example did a ball pass over 
or between two balls, is there 
a free ball) . 

The one position to avoid al . 
all costs is in line with the 
player's aim. You cannot see 
if his cue touches the white 
ball before striking it. It is 

. also bad manners as it 

The 'commonest foul made 
when a player is playing from 
hand (in the D) is to place the 
white outside the D. Stand 
level with the baulk line. 

Move ... around th~ table 

What happens if you cannot 
see? The laws allow you to 
a.sk a sp~ctator whol s in the 

" 

THE MOST COMPLETE BOOK 

OF THE BACKGROUND 

(}F TH~ BILLIARD GAME YET! 

-William Hendrick's 

, History of Billiards 

.-

Now Only 
8·5 '50 

'550 price -includes postage 'and handling. 
~ . .,- . 

Make Ch'ecks or"'M~ney Order payable to 
, 

-.THE, NATI~NAl _BllliARD NEWS 
, P~O. 'BOX 37~NORTHVILtE, MICHIGAN 481~7 

• 

correct position and whose 
opInIOn you trust. For
example -it is often very 
difficult to know if a jump 
shot has been played. You 
know tl1e white ball left the 
table but as you ~ were 
correctly positioned (not in 
line with the shot) you cannot 
tell if the white ball jumped 
over another ball . ASK! 
THE REST (RAKE) 

The referee shall, if asked, 
hand the rest to the player. 
Do NOT give it to him if he 
does .not ask for it: that is 
giving advice and is illegal. ' 

Do NOT position the rest -on 
the table for the player. 

Do NOT remove the rest 
from the table ; some players 
will try to avoid inaking a foul 
by asking the referee tQ move 
the rest· when it is in a diffi
cult _position . Smile at ' them 
and decline! When the player 
has lifted the rest from the 
table it is then acceptable to 
take the rest from them. 
However virtually altplayers 
will replace ' the rest 
themselves: let- them and do 
not encourage them to hand 
the rest to the referee. 

referee!s mind that a foul was 
deliberate _ call "deliberate 
foul" , replace the ball (s) and 
order the player to make 
another try . If he deliberatelv 
fouls again award the game 
to the other player. 

However there are several 
positions where a foul must 
be made: the cue ball is sur
l'oundedby balls not 'on" (the 
"perfect snQoker"). The 
player must make a shot but 
cannot be unduly penalized. 

Another very difficult judg
ment is if- the player is 
playing excessively slowly 
with the intent of distracting 

..the other player. The referee 
must order him to speed up, 
and then disqualify him if he 
persists. 
THE REFEREE AND THE 
SPECTATORS 

Remember the- spectators 
come to see the game and not 
the referee. Do NOT stand in 
the same place blocking the 
view of the same group of 
spectators for any extended 
period. Move around. 

Do not, let spectators 

THE- REFEREE AND THE -
PLAYER 

interfere with the game : ask 
for quiet and insist on it. Do 
not ret spectators move when 
in line with playeJ.:' s shot. This 

J The player should not - is difficult because if you 
speak to .the spectator you 
can then interfere with the 
player . 

smoke when playing. If a 
player comes to the table with ' 
a cigarette , ask him quietly, 
not to smoke when playing. 
No one else should know what 
you have done. 
, Often the player will ask 
the referee a question . 
Sometimes the referee can 
answer it and sometimes he 
cannot. 
. Some things a referee 
cannot do: 

He cannot give an opinion, 
is a spot free for a ball? Will a 
ball go into a pocket? What 
shot should be played?, 

He cannot advise / This 
sometimes can happen acci-
dently. Do not stand in posi-
tion for a shot too soon before 
a .player has decided to play 
it, or by bending down for the 
rest. , 
DELIBERATE FOULS 

The main problem here is 
to know if the foul is deliber-:; 
ate . All players make bad ' 
shots but should suffer no 
undue penalty for this. 

If there is no doubt in the 

Often spectators ask for an 
explanation or a ruling . Do 
not give it during the game. 
Tell him the ruling will be 
explained afterwards. 

NEVER become involved 
with an argument about a 
decision. This destroys the 
referee ,(you). If a player 
wishes to ' argue tell him 

. quietly "I will explain after 
the match." If the player still 
argues disqualify him. 
THE CHIEF REFEREE OF 
A TOURNAMENT 

-- The chief referee has one 
major additional respon
sibility . He has to settle, 
usually without seeing the 
incident, any and all disputes 
that might arise . To do this he 
must listen to ALL FACTS 
and make the best judgment 
possible. (It i.s always 
possible to replay a frame -
if the game is close the 
players will rarely argue over 
this. ) 

.-----------------------

~ BeA Break 
Continued from Page 9 
tainment and sPorts In conjunction wi~h exl)ibits of billiard and 
bowling equipment, product information clinics and 
workshops. BCA will hold its annual membership meeting in 
conjunction with' the convention, on May 17. . 

"WHISPERING" JOE WILSON will ,receive the- BBIA 
Industry Service Award at a 'special banquet ' during the 
convention for his part in promoting the games of billiards and 
bowling as a TV sports announcer. , 

EXECUTIVES of companies interested in joining BBIA or -
BCA are welcome to attend the convention, and even exhibit. 
For complete details contact Bob Goodwin, BBIA, 717 N. 
Michigan Ave., Chicago, IUinoiS,60611-. 
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Carom ' Corner 
Continued from Page 22 

during the remainder of 1976. I hereby invite .all members of 
the'American Billiard Association and all non-members who 
may be interested in improving the quality of competition in 
three cushion billiards to make contributions to this fund 
whenever you have a dollar or two to spare. 

" I believe that the following rules should govern the · 
disbursement of this fund : 

1. The Gale Johnson Award Fund shall be used to 
recompense participants in the Annual ABA Classic for tra vel 
and living expenses for traveling to, participating in, and " 
traveling from the tournament. . 

. 2. Until such time as the fund grows large enough to do 
this the fund will only be able to recompense the participants 
partially and will only be able to assist perhaps one or two of 
them rather than all of them. Therefore the Secretary of ABA 
will have full discretion in the matter of selection ; the player 
or players to whom assistance will be offered and the amount 
that will be awarded to such player. 

3. It will not be mandatory that Gale Johnson publicize the 
details of how he disburses the fund but he may do so if he 
desires. 

4. The Board of Directors sQall be kepf informed as to the 
amount contributed and how it is disbursed. 

5. The first award or awards shall be made for the ABA 
Classic to be held late in 1976 or early in '77 . . 

"Lastly, Contributions should be made out in fa vor of ABA 
and should be identified as being for this fund. It would be 
great if someday we would be able to invite a Cuelemans or a 
Kobayashi our ABA Classic and be able to defray some of 
their expenses." 

+++ 
Ed. Note : Now this is a super, noble idea and altJiough some of 
the details have to ironed out and we are sure they will be. It 
would be a wise thing to enable the ABA to help make its 
tournaments national in make-up by inviting players like Bud 
Harris, Yousri, Gilbert and Torres from the West and some 
from Qther areas that are just too difficult to make easily. We 
are almost positive that Gale Johnson was not favorable to 
putting his name on this"/und but the National Billiard News 
believes that honor would be more than justified, for this is a 
man who has contributed more than his share to make- a 
success 0/ the American Billiard Association. 

/ 

Rempe, Brienza 
/"' 

ore At Hi-Cue 

/ 

Elizabeth , NJ-
Jim Rempe took an early 

lead over Steve Mizerak in 
the 9.ball "Confrontation of 
Champions " held at Mike 
Asch 's Hi-Cue April 3 -and 4, 
and ' never relinquished it, 
winning every 10 point block. 

The event, started in a race 
to 60, 6 block ' format , saw 
Rempe outscore Mizerak as 
follows : 1) 10-8, 2) 20-19, 3) 30-
26, 4) 40-27,5 ) 50-34, 6) 60-38. 

The match was played 
before good crowds and the 
players played for the gate. 

+ + + 
In other action at the Hi-

Cue, Paul Brienza won the 
Qualifier No. 3 on March 11, 
then went on to defeat Jack 
Colavita and Ray Martin in 
the $3,200 .00 9.Ball open held 
later. 

Brienza also won the Hi
Cue's 5~50 club race to 11. 

'CUSTOM 
CUES 

bJ 
Paul. Huebler 

P.O. 80><514 
Linn, Mo. 
65051 

Phone 
(3-14) 

897-3179 

B II Shots 
Continued from Page 24 

your child will be able to cope · with the outside world of 
hustlers and thieves, not the kind you find in pool rooms, but 
the worst kind, the o.nes in dlsguise as straight. Wee Willie the 
Weasel is the Resident Pro and the camp guarantees/the kid 
two weeks completely out of the sun so that he or she can attain 
that much desired pool room pallor. Willie specializes in 
proposition games , one hand jacked up pool , one eye, with 
raincoat over the arm while shooting, the navel orange trick, 
and most important, how to get the right odds or handicap 
before the game. This last seminar will hold the child in good 
stead if they wish to go into the diplomatic corps or even go 
into just surviving. 

The entire brochure is in beautiful black and white and 
includes no pictures and no prices . There is probably one near 
your town ... the training is unbeatable, . 

Letter from Nancy Hart, the best looking of the BBIA 
directors and the first lady in history to serve on a billiard 
organization 's g~verning_ body. Nancy reminds us of the 
Billiard -and Bowling Institute of America's convention in 
Orlando in May. S,he emulates old Puhka with the following 
poem: 
IT IS OUR SINCERE INTENTION, 
TO HAVE YOU AT OUR CONVENTION 
THAT'S WHY WE MUST SHOUT 
AS TIME IS RUNNING OUT 
SO DON'T DELAY ANOTHER DAY 
OR YOU'LL MISS OUT ON BBIA. 

We can only add that if any of you out there have anything 
to say about how to improve the conditions in bil~i8:rds , the 
game and its promotion, contact Nancy Hart at Vlking Cue. 
She is a spokesperson who is heard and listened to by the 
governing body of billiards. And that's no bull shot. 

THE PROBLEM WITH BEING 

A GOOD SPORT 

IS THAT YOU HAVE TO LOSE . 
TO PRoVE IT 

GANDY'S I DUSTRIES~ INC. 
SALUTES THE 

PABST BREWING C'OMPANY 

THE WORLD 
FAM"OUS 
GANDY'S 
BIG "G" 

AND THE ' -
ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGE UNIONS-INTERNATIONAL 

FOR THEI R EFFORTS AND COOPERATION IN MAKING 
THE 1976 NATIONAL INTERCOLLEGIATE CHAMPIONSHIPS AN 

OUTSTANDING TOURNAMENT SU<;;CESS. 

NATIONAL TOURNAMENT 
CHALK 
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Our standing challenge: taste and compare the good 
old-time flavor of Pabst with any other beer. Once you 
taste Blue Ribbon quality, you'll never go back to the 
beer you were drinking. Take our challenge. We know 
Blue Ribbon will come out the winner, every' time. 
. . 

Pabst Since 184~. The q!lality has always co~e throug~. 
'-

MAY, 1976 

/ 

<j;' Copyright, t974. PABST BREWING COMPANY Milwaukee, Wis., Peoria Hejght., III ., Newark, N.J., Los Angeles, Calil ., Pabst, Georgia. '. _ _ ____ .. _ L--___ ~~ _____ ~~~_'___ _________ ____J 
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