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:\CR\ .. l1E_iTO'. CA.- Tbe 
Beiser Open 9 Ball 
Tournamen egan on 
Saay. Ap d. Aft er the 
players' mee ' g and draw in 
the ar ernoon. the games 
began in e earl" evening . 

Luckil the draw had good 
balance as far as player 
ability was concerned . Mike 
Segal and Louie Robert s 
looked to be the favorites as 
th~ meet progressed, and 
they didn 't meet untll 
Tuesday night , April 6th at 
10:00 p .m. 

THE FULL SERVICE PUBLICATION OF THE BILLIARD WORLD 

65c PER COPY 

r 
The crowd on hand was 

huge as Roberts and Segal 
played down to a 10-10 tie. In 
the final game someone from 
the seats yelled " On the 
Break , Louie" and sure 
enough. . wuie Louie made 
it on the break and e place 
went wild. 

Segal proceeded to bea t 
everyone in the loser 's 
bracket and looked forward 
to a rematch with Roberts. 

Meanwhile, Roberts met 
James Christophf;r ' in the 
final winner's bracket match. 

• 

Rated an -11-9 favorite, Louie 
found himself on the short end 
of a 6-1 score·, and wound up 

losing the set, 11-9. So Louie 
had to turn right around and 
play Segal again , only this 
time in the loser 's bracket. .. 
Segal won the match 11-9. 
setting the stage for the fina ls 
on Sunday evening April 
lith . 

Segal played perfect pool in 
the fina ls, ~o good that 
Christopher had no chance. 
Segal won both sets, 11-5 and 
11-6. ' 

Brunt Captures Cue-Nique Title 
By Bruce Venzke 

Madison, Wis. 
$1010 in prizes were up for 

grabs on April 25 as Jerry 
Briesath held his 3rd Cue-, 
Nlque Nineball Open in 
M21i~A!1, Wisconsin. 

Tournament Director Dr. 
Dan McCann broke 26 
entrants into five round-robin 
brackets for best 8-of-15 
preliminary action in this 
first Wisconsin tournament to 

, pay over $1000 in cash prizes. 
(Host Briesath added $100 
from the' Cue-Nique coffers to 
reach the $1010 figure. ) 

In the No . 1 bracket, U.S. 
Open champion Dallas West 
lost one match to Leon 
Ledford (Chicago ), but 
advanced to the finals along 
with Ron Dobosenski 
<Duluth) as both had 3-1 
records. 

The-second bracket was the 
property of Jeff ,' Mohl 
(Chicago) and Bill ~ielke 
(Milwaukee) . They jc ... ed the 
finalists by virtue of 4-0 and 3-
1 marks, respectively. Mohl, 
one of the gold-shirted 
warriors playing under the 
banner of Nick Page's 
Marie's Golden Cue team, 
caused a stir by falling behind 
Willie Munson 1-7, and then 
winning seven games in a row 
to eliminate the popular 
Milwaukee pro by an 8-7 
score. 

The very tough No . 3 
bracket sported Tom Spencer 

/ and Wendell Weir ftom 
Chicago, Jeff Carter (Beloit), 
and hometowners Jerry 
Jamieson and .Jim 
Fitzpatrick. 

When the smoke cleared, 
Carter and Fitzpatrick had 
posted 3-1 marks and were in 
the finals , while Spencer and 
Jamieson each lost a couple 
of squeakers and were 
eliminated. Weir failed to 

show his usual strength and 
was winless this time around. 

The fourth bracket was 
swept by Milwaukee George 
Brunt with four ,wins and no 
losses. He was accompanied 
into the finals by Marshall 
Boelter (Chicago) who lost 
only to Brunt. .. 

The 5th bracket was headed 
up by George Pawelski 
<Racine) and Steve 
Gumphrey, a road player 
from Rockville , Maryland. 
They both handled everybody 
else pretty easily, and in the
position game , it was 
Pawelski 8-7 over Gumphrey 
when the steady-shooting 
Steve hung the final seven
ball on the lip. But no matter, 
as they were both in t.he, , 
finals, Pawelski with a 5-0 
finish, Gumphrey 4-1. 
,The finals were 11-of-21, 

, single elimination, and the 
blind draw was merciless to 
the top dogs. Carter, Brunt, 

Wes t , Gumphrey a nd 
Pawelski were the five in the 
lower half of the chart. 

The first two matches were 
Mohl-Dobosenski and (sure 
enough ) a Pawelski
Gumphrey rematch. Mohl 
took an 11-5 loss from Dobie to 
wind up 10th while in another 
great match , Pawel~ki again 
nipped Gumphrey in the one
hole, 11-10. This time the 
match boiled down to the final 
six-ba ll which Gumphrey 
swung at and missed ' thus i 
was 9th place for Gumpbrey. 

Pawelski's reward for . 
tough 11-1Q win was the e.~ 
match with O'pen champ 
Dallas West. George and 
Dallas sparred pretty ~ _ 
for Ii while but then George 
made a strong mo\-e 0 

commanding lead 
(racing to eleven . 

Continued on Page -

Editor's Note: The following press release 
phone from Mrs. Joan Margo. s,pok.e;pe~%: 
-Professional Pool Players Associatio 
1976 and we are reprinting verbatim . F _ 
please contact the PPPA at the-address ~:eC :... ~ 

"For the first time in the bisto 
players ,in the world have united. 
Professional Pool Players ' Associa . 
their own tournament. 

"The 1976 World O'pen Pocke B1.lll..a..- c:.::.m.J~::s=::;. 
held on August 10th through _ 
BO'ARD WALK" in Com-en: ' 

"All the greats will be co pe --
field for the title and an expectan . .. _ 
those competing : Irving Crane, Lu er • - • • 
Mizerak, Peter Margo, Ray Martin , Jim Rer::::E ..1. .. - ~ 
Hopkins, Jack Colovita , Cisero Murphy , Joe Bals:s . ~ . 
Butera . 

PUHKA SEZ: 

SOME PEOPLE WILL NEVER GIVE 

. YOU A.BUM STEER -

THEY'D RATHER SELL IT TO YOU! 

JUNE,1976 

Thirty-four players entered 
the event, hosted by Terry 
Stonier at his Jointed Cue ' 
Billiards and co-sponsored by 
Budweiser Beer. 

Final Standings : 1st -
Mike Segal, Rochester , NY, 
$2 ,000 ; 2nq James 
Christopher, San Antonio , 
TX, $1,000; 3rd - Louie 

$6.00 PER YEAR 

pen 
Roberts, St. Louis , MO', $600 ; 
4th Larry Hubbart, 

Rochester, NY.- $500; 5th -
Richie Florence, Redondo 

Beach , CA, $375 ; 6th - Brian ' 
Hashimoto, Honolulu, HW, 
$275 ; 7th - Cole Dickson, 
Reno, NV, $200 ; 8th - Dave 
Ferroni, Modesto, CA, $150. 

"CAPT AIN HOOK" - Mike Segal 

urname 
Tickets for this outstanding event will be available 

through ... 
Pro essional Peol Players Association, 

angerbilt Avenue 
ta en Island, NY 10304 Telephone (212) GI-23737 

" A six day tournament ticket or season ticket covering 
I a tendance at all matches purchased in advance will cost 

0.00. You will also be able to purchase tickets at the door 
prior to the 11 sessions. Mternoon matches will start at 2 PM 
and evening matches will begin at 8 PM, Mternoon tickets will 
cos $3,00, Tuesday ,thru Thurs., Friday $5.00, Sat. $6.00. 
Evening matches Tuesday thru Thursday will cost $4.00, 
Friday $6.00 and Saturday $7.00. Tickets for the championship 
game at 2 PM Sunday the 15th of Aug-ust will cost $8.00. 

"Special appearances will be :made by Guest Celebrity, 
esota Fats." 
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THE NATIONAL BILLIARD NEWS 

E ERS 

TO T E 
EDITORS 

Your April issue states that 
a marriage between the BCA 
& the IPBA is liable to. end up 
in a divorce. The reason 
seems to be $20 ,000.00 that the 
players demand for prize 
money at the USO in August 
1976. It seems that the BCA 
does not have the money to 
give them. 

One evening many years 
ago our family attended 
church · services, at the door 
each person was handed a 
candle. While Mass was going 
on the lights went out and the 
church was in total darkness. 
Up on the altar a small altar 

, boy struck a match and put 
the tiny flame to his candle, 
he then touched his candle to 

\ the priest 's cand!e, the priest 
touched his candle to the next 
candle, etc. The sight was 
something to behold, from the 
tiny spark in the front of the 
church the church gradually 
filled with light till the whole 
church was lit up like a 
Christmas tree. The priest 
then gave his sermon with the 
idea that our faith can start 
from a tiny spark and truly 
grow beyond our wildest 
beliefs. I never forgot this 
demonstration and have used 
it many times in my life with 
much success . 

Once again I will strike the 
spark. Enclosed is my check 
for $10 .00 to be given as part 
of the prize money .the 
players want so much . If 1999 
other people who love the 
game of Billiards as I do give 
$10.00-each then there will be 
no problem. 

I am a Member of the BCA. 
I iritend to join the IPBA 
today. I subscr ibe to both 
Billjard papers and have · 
bought most of the books on 
billiards and have a ttended 
all the tournaments I could 
get to. I attend the USO and 

Continued on Page 15 

CUE TIPS 
Black French Leather 

12mm 13mm 14mm 

spo Each 
Minimum order of 5 

12 for $1 0.00 

Wide World of Billiards 
3360 Ainsworth Ct~ 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45239 
Send ..... , ... Size .... , 
Name ..... , . ..... , .. . 
Address . ............. , 
City .. ' I ' • , ••• State .... . 
Zip. .... , .. , .. , 

Commentary 
By 

Larry 
Miller 

MANAGING EDITOR 

BUCKS FOR BeA? 

. JUNE, 1976 

The letter from Glenn Bannan (see Letters to the Editors) 
was received with mixed emotions in our office. All of us would 
like to see this year's Open prize fund -equal to or greater than 
last year 's , but all of us are not sure that donations by the 
general public is the way to achieve this. . 

Personally, I am dead against it. I think that the last thing 
our game needs is for the people who pay the frieght all year 
long to have to pay additional dues . 

. To some people who spend hundreds of dollars a year in 
pool rooms, another ten bucks may not mean anything. To 
other pool fans, ten dollars may be a lot of money. In either 
case, one thing is certain: The big sticks in the industry can 
well ' afford to write off an additional $20,000 to advertising, 
either individually or collectively, much more than the 
average player-fan can afford an extra ten spot. 

We have returned Mr. Bannan's check. Not because of any 
personal feelings on the matter, but because The National 
Billiard News is not the place the money should go. 

lf you feel you want to make a donation to the 1976 U.S. 
Open, in any amount, then the proper place to send your check 
is to the Billiard Congress of America, to the atte~tion of Bob 
Goodwin, Director. The address is 717 North Michigan Ave· 
nue, Chicago, Illinois, 60611. 

VFWTOURNEY 
A WHOLE NEW BALLGAME 

Eight hours straight is a ling time to set and watch 
pool , but save for a trip to the kitchen for lunch, 
(homecooked by the VFW wives) eight hours straight 
is what r sat. And, having sat thru a lot of pool playing, 
I have to say I can't remember when I have been so thoroughly 
caught up in the exictement. 

The 1975-76 Veterans of Foreign Wars State Pool 
Championship was my introduction to small table competition 
(see story in next issue). It has maqe me a believer. .' 

This is the way pool should be played. People milling 
around, having a good time, cI!eering for their favorites. Lots 
of enthusiasm. It sure beats sitting in the stands, dead silent, • 
afraid to applaud' or cheer too loud lest you shark another 
player. 

The dedication and devotion to this annual event by the 
VFW members is something to behold. All of the officials, both 
committee members and referees, put in long, grueling hours , 
prior to and during the tourney, with no compensation other 
than the enjoyment of sportsmanship and brotherhood. And on· 

Send for 
this 
FREE 
Ful l-color 
Broch ure 
You can see Vik in 
ali new line of -
custom-made cues 
by sen ding this ,-ouo ,n to: 
Viking Cue Mfg. Inc. ' 
Department BN 

Continued on Page 23 
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Goes Undefeated i'n 3 Day Meet 
" 

Walker "76_ Gold Crown Ch,am'p 
_ 'E\V LONDO , CN
Gloria Walker , in winning her 
first ma jor tourney, walked 
away with $500. cash, 1st 
Place Trophy, plus entry to 
the 1976 U.S. Open. 

Ms. Walker blazed through 
a field of twelve players with 
an 8-0 record in a round robin 
format , making several runs \ 
of 20 and recording one game 
of 75 points in 9 innings . This 

game may be the lowest 
inning sanctioned ga me on 
record. 

The field was sprinkled 
with veterans and 
newcomers . They came from 
Texas , far land , New York , 
New Jersey Pennsylvania , 
Connecticut, .lassachusetts . 

1.550 in prizes was divided 
between the first eight 
fini shers. plus S50 for hi run 

out of the money. Linda 
Haywood of Maryland looks 
like a strong contender for top 
honors in pool, finishing third 
in her fir st tournament 
appearance. Sandy Patarino 
and Debbie Smith finished 
second and fourth. 

The field was rounded out, 
in order of finish , by Billie 
Billing , Mary Kenniston , 
Nancy " Warr en , Nena 
Schneir , Connie Gather , 

Shanon 0 'Hagan , Betty 
Burden , Terry DiSessa . 

Tournament sponsors and 
promoters Sy and Dolly 
Eckstadt acted as referees 
along .with Chuck Wieman 
and Z. Zawicki. The Gold 
Crown Open was held April 
30th thru May 2nd at the 
Eckstadt's Gold Crown 
Billiard Club in"New London, 
Connecticut. 

The t.op four and two more (left to right) Debbie Smith, 4th; Gloria Walker, 1st; Dolly 
Eckstadt ; Chuck Wieman ; Sandy Patarino , 2nd; Linda Haywood, 3rd. 

Gloria Walker happ ily accepts. the trophy and the cash from 
Sy Eckstadt. Photo Courtesy Gold Crown Billiards 

Torres Sets New u.S. 
3-Cl.Ishion Record 

By Bob Byrne 

The return of the United 
States as a wor ld-class three
cushion billiard power was 
established beyond a doubt on 
the last weekend of April at 

. the Western States Open in 
Los Angeles . The twelve-man 
tournament " hosted by 
Brunswick Billiards saw 
three men finish in a tie for 
first , each with an average 
1.000 or better for the finals. 
Not since 1941 h{lve thatmany 
players scored at such a pace 
in an Ame.rican tournament. 
Hoppe, Schaefer , Bozeman, 
and Cochran managed to do it 
in '41...in April or' 1976 it was 
Gil bert, Torres , a nd 
Hernandez. Gilbert won the 
three-way playoff, again 
averaging over 1.000, with 
Torres second. 

Fra nk Tor res , recent 

winner of the National 
Billiard New~ Open in Oak 
Park, Mich ., set a new 
Am" e r i c a n B ill i a r d 
Association record of fifty 
points in twenty-four innings, 
not just-once, but twice. One 

. hundred points in forty-eight 
innings is the best ever for an 
American player. Torres also 
broke one of Willie Hoppe's 
most revered records--best 
tournament grand average. 
In 1950, playing a double 
round-robin with. Chamaco, 
Kilgore, and" Worst for the 
" worl d" title , Hoppe 
averaged 1.333' points per 
inning for six games. Torres 
over. five games (against 
Gilbert, Hernandez, Herrera, 
Hisson, and Worley) finished 
with an average 1.35, Going 
into his final game with 

/ 

Gilbert he was averaging an 
incredible 1.44 (shades of 
Ceulemans !), yet he needed a 
win to avoid finishing third, 
as he had dropped a 41-inning 
game to Hernandez. Win he 
did , 50-42 in 45 innings to give 
Gilber t hi s only loss ., 

" Hernandez earlier had 
dropped a game to Gilbert. 

In the playoffs Gilbert 
topped Hernandez 50-43 in 44 
then Torres beat Hernandez 
50-45 in 54, setting up a 
Gilber t-Torres showdown , 
which is getting to "" be 
standard for California 
tournaments . The score : 
Gilbert 50, Torres 43, in 45 
innings . Thus , for seven 
games, Torres averaged 1.27. 
(Welker Cochr,an ' s best 

Continued on Page 14 

Pho to Courtesy Gold Crown Billiards 

Farhat to Head 
New Organization 

LANSING, MI-
A new organization has 

been formed which is to be 
known as the World Straight 
Pool Association. The 
purpose of this organization is 
to obtain recognition of all 
straight pool champions, 
from the world on down to the 
local level. Also, to promote 
and recommend players we 
feel should be considered to 
be inducted into the Hall of 
Fame. We also wish to be 
consulted of any straight pool 
rule changes being 
contemplated . There is no 
doubt that straight pool best 
measures the player 's ability, 
for it is a game of skill , 
concentration, and strategy. 

We are not trying to be 
in conflict with any other 
player organization in 

I existence today , or the 
Billiard"Congress of America , 
which claims to be "the 

ruling and governing body of 
billiards." However , we do 
expect the Billiard Congress 
to keep proper records of 
current and past champions, 
for this is what the sanction 
fee is supposed to do . We will 
also keep our eyes open on the 
wa y promoters handle 
tournaments , and the conduct 
of play.ers during tournament 
play, 

The Associa tion proposes 
an electioll of a board of 
governor s composed of 
current and past world and 
national champions to head 
the organization. This 
election is expected to be held 
this August . In the meantime, 
Joseph F. Farhat, Velvet Rail 
Billiards , Lansing, Michigan 
will act as the Executive 
Director of the organization. 
Th~ World Straight Pool 

Continued on Page 19 
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Q·pen Forum 
By "Machine Gun " Lou Butera' 

What are the BCA, ABA, IPBA, PPPA, and the WPBA? 
Wi thout combining their efforts, they are absolutely nothing. 
We must work together with room and tavern owners, and the 
entire general public. Every customer or fr iend of anyone 
connected with the game of billiards should become a member 
of one large combined organization. Mailing lists must be 
compiled for all areas where tou_rnaments are going to be 
promoted. . 

Handicap systems, league, and tournament formats 
should be devised and sent to every bar, billiard room, and 
other1ypes of businesses hav.ing pool tables . Someone has got 
to take the bull by the horns and do for this game what has 
been done for bowling. Who will it be'? 

Well , if it isn 't a combined effort of thousands of 
individuals, it will not happen. The biggest names (companies 
and players ) have never really tried a combined push. It 
means money, time, and effort. Unfortunately,' I can only 
supply talent, time and effort. 

Now, I will tell you one of the main reasons why the game 
has not hit the heights of the other sports. We (players) have 
prostituted ourselves for too many years . We have allowed 
large companies and promoters to fill our heads with 
promises, and have continued to perform for them without 
uttering a sound. Now, I will speak my piece. 

Many years ago I overheard a newswriter say "This game 
- is going nowhere until Lou Butera wins the' world's title and is 
signed by a big company to help promote the game. He is 
colorful, and that's what this game needs ." And, I was naive . 
and vain enough to believe that statement. Therefore, ' I 
continued playing in tournaments, won the world's title at]d 
signed with that large company. In the entire year that I was 
under' contract and had the title, this company did not book one 
exhibition or public appearance for me. Net earnings for being 
champion - zilch. Do I sound bitter? Then continue reading. 

I am going to hit you with some figures now and let you 
determine if we have done anything whatsoever for ourselves 
as players. 

First of all, I have been playing profes~ionally for 12 
years . I nave not played' in many tournaments because I 
haven 't been able to get away from work, and also because it 
wasn 't financially feasible. Here is a recqrd of my tournament 
play in these past 12 years : Tournaments played in- 31 ; 
Tournaments won-ll ; Second to seventh finish-15 ; Eighth 
or. worse-5 . I will have to admit that this is a pretty fair 

\ record, but that is not what I'm getting at. 
i have won a grand total of $34,800. (Looks good in a lump 

'sum, doesn 't it?) Now let 's break it down. Travel, rooms, 
meals , tuxedos , and entry fees-$24 ,300. That's right 
gentlemen, figl,lre out your own someday! That leaves me a 
net for 12 years of $10,500 or $875 per year. Breaking it down 
into hours spent at tournaments : 248 days x 24 hours equals 
5,952 hours, meaning that I have made almost ur cents per 
hour. Now, if you would like to break that down into hours 
spent learning and practicing the gam.e ... .. 

What I am finally getting at, is this. I have prostituted 
myself and my profession for 12 years and refuse to do so any 
longer. If the resf of the players want to continue along the 
same beaten path , let them do so. My advice to people who 
want to start a profession~l career in pool- GET A 'JOB ! That 
is, as long as the players refuse to better the game and 
themselves. If they are willing to make a firm stand, then I'm 
with them 100 percent. . 

If you'd really like to feel good about this game, donate 
your time and services to youth groups and charitable 

Continued on Page 23 
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TOWSON, MARYLA.ND 

8741 A. Mylander Lane - Towson, Maryland 21204 
(301) 821-O0~4 
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3-Cushion Billiards 
Goes to College 

,r.. 
VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY 3-RAIL BILLIARD TEAM, 1975-76 TEAM-Standing 
(left to right)-Lewie Little, instructor; James Sandiin, Assistant Dean of Student Affairs; 
Players: Doug Weltner of Gainesville, Florida, Robert Sharp of Nashville and John Evans 
of Chattanooga. Kneeling - Akira Yohama of Japan, left, and Bruce Hackett of Gaines
ville, Florida. 

Nashville, TN-
A prog~am to make three

rail billiards available to 
Vande r bilt University 
students was launched in 
Septemoer of 1973 as another 
activity under the direction of 
the Student Union located in 
the Sarratt Student Center. 

The project, with Lewie 
Little, retired newsman of 
Nashville and Toiedo, Ohio as 
instructor, is now in its third 
successful year . Throughout 
that time Little has worked 
closely with Dean James 

" 

Sandlin, assistant dean for 
Student Life . 

Together they have brought 
players along in the difficult 
game to a point where they 
are ready to seek competition • 
with teams from other 
schools in the South . . 

Instructor Little announced 
what is believed to be the first 
three-rail billiard team ever 
officially named by a univer
sity in the South although the 
game is played widely at 
colleges and universities in 
other sections .of the country. 
It is composed of : 

Bruce Hackett, sophomore 
of Gainesville , Fla . 

Akira Ohyama. ,undergrad 
from Japan. Akira's home
town is Kagoshima , situated 
800 miles from Tokyo where 
he studied before coming to 
Vandy. 

John Evans, sophomore of 
Chattanooga: 

Robert Sharp, Nashville, a 
grad student and English 
instrucor. 

Doug Weltner, sophomore 
of Gainesville, Fla . 

In tournaments where two-
Continued on Page 16 
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-BULL 
SHOTS 

By BOB MULLEN 
Co-Publisher 

, I 

I don t think I would consider a proposition game from a 
fellow that smiles all the time. People that smile easily 
frigb en me as do politicians in general. O~dinaril~ , ~e NBN 
staYS away from political discussions but thIS year IS dIfferent. 
There is no doubt about what a pool player has in mind for you 
bu politicians want to do the same thing (beat you into the 
ground) and expect to be rewarded for their efforts by a vote of 
confidence. 
WHY GO TO THE POST OFFICE? 

I was quite surprised to see the program for the tourney at 
Bend Oregon. It was certainly a class effort and the promoters 
seemed to have garnered a great many ads buL .I don't think 
that some of the player's photos were published with 
permission of the face owner. Some of those chaps would 
prefer to remain slightly anonymous . I have often th~ught 
about playing public , with their M-O (Modus OperandI ). It 
may not develop into a best seller but it would have value. 
develop into a best seller but it would have value. 

WHAT'S IN A TITLE? 
Too many players are adapting titles they have won long 

ago as permanent. "A World's Champion". or ."U.S. Open 
Champion" who has not defended his or her title m two years 
should feel embarrassed claiming the honor on a permanent 
basis . There seems to be too many "World Championships" 
with no regard to the competition. As in any other competitive 
sport a winner is only as good as his last showing. They don't 

. pay off for knowledge, technique or natural ability, only for 
winning. It's nothing to be ashamed of to place or show or 
finish consistently high in the finals but it is embarrassing 
when a player who won a ' ''Championship'' years ago claims 
permanent title to the crown without a defending challenge. 
COMPLAINTS AND RATIONALE 

With all the bitching about the 1976 U.S. Open Prize fund 
and the industry, I offer this possible solution. 

OPEN LEITER TO POOL ~LA YERS ORGANIZERS: 
(this category includes Joe Turner, Pete Margo, Steve 
Mizerak, Bill Stigall , Joe Farhat, Ray Martin , Palmer Byrd, 
Larry Miller and Madeline Whitlow and all of the others who 
know who they are. I had to include the last 9 words because 
there is an organiza tion cropping up every three days. ) . 

- If we eliminate personalities and try to imagine that all of 
the above mentioned people and their associates are pockets of 
energy we can visualize a target (the pool player) being 
bombarded by little bolts of shock waves. It's a little like t~e 
electric shock treatment that is given to UQfortunates In 
mental hospitals. 

Why don't we just quit horsing around a!ld ~ace the ~acts . 
Fact NO. 1 The situation for the player at thIS tIme and In the 
past is terrible. Fact No.2 The past experiences wi~h ~h~ BCA 
and the powers that be have not been the best. (thIS IS Just a 
nice way of saying that it was getting better but it is not 
progressing as well as it should and this past development of 
pulling back on the prize fund has probably set the tournament 
player back many years). . . 

Fact No. 3 All of the above,has prompted the players to 
take a good look at the situation and rebel in one form ~r 
another. One faction is going to break the BCA, the BeA IS 
going to ignore and break the players the women are getting 
short changed again, the BCA is in a , bind financ~ally,. . 

Fact No. 4 Billiards' is a popular game, IncreasIng In 
popularity and the dealers ~~d manufacturers of .billiard 
equipment are naturally profltmg from that popularIty. 

Continued on Page 21 

'A True Custom Cue 

JOSS' Cues West 
Box 35069 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74135 

Phone (918) 663-6222 

HANDMADE by Bill 'Stroud 

THE ·NATI0NAL- BILLIARD 'NEWS PAGE 5 

Tips for Shoppers 
. The fQllowing article appeared in the April 19 issue of Business Week Magazine. Although 

there are s~veral inaccuracies in it, we are reprinting it here as it appeared. ~ 

Actor Rod Steiger uses a pocketed i~ n~~rical or?,er ; Spal~ing · F·ischer Div., 
pool table for fun in a new faster-movIng eIght-ball or Ebomte, and Murray ~ Sons 
motion picture, W.C. Fields '''nine-ball ,'' and others. In all· of Los Angeles are among 
and Me when he makes a games , men and women other inajor manufacturers. 
Fieldsia~ trick shot with a (youngsters, too) compete on A high-grade pool table will 
cue twisted in a 360-degree equal footing. las~ a century with minim~ 
circle. But buying a pool tabl~ The best tables have. a maIntenance ' ($5 a yea~, 
is serious business. A new one playing surface of italIan estimates maker KIm . 
can run $1 ,000 or $2,000, and slate I" .or 1 ~~2" .thick. T~e Gandy). When you c~oose 
antique models sell regularly surface IS 32 hIgh and IS one, says Ron Blatt, preSIdent 
for $2000 to $10 000 -- and can either 4%' x 9' , 4'x8' , or 3%' x of New York 's Blatt Bowling 

. go as ' high as $40,000. 7' ~n siz~ - the le~gth always & Billiard Corp., buy ol~; "A 
Despite their cost and the bemg tWIce the WIdth. (Watch new table costs $2,000, he 

sizable space they take up in out for odd-sized tables. One says, "and you're lucky to get 
a home, pool tables are ma jor name in spor:ts half that if you wa'nt to sell it 
enjoying a resurgence of equipment mad~ a number of two years later. A restored 
popularity as good, clean, them before gomg out of the table for the s~me mon.ey 
family fun . business a fe~ years ago.) gives you sturdl~r mater~al 

If you are thinking about The sla~e top I~ made up of and w?rkman~hlp, ~nd ItS 
buying one -- to join such three pIeces laId across the value Increases as It gets 
executives as Arthur Taylor frame and butted closely older." 
of CBS Edgar Bronfman of together. The hairline cracks . Buy from a billiards supply 
Seagra~s , ABC's Jim Duffy , between them a~e filled with dealer rather than fr?m 
Jerry Wexler of Atlantic plaster of pans , and the department stores or sportIng 
Records and others who have whole surface is covered with goods outlets. Pool tables are 
tables at home -- be familiar high-quality cloth ($40 per yd. precision objects , and it takes 
with your needs. New tables at wholesale ) that is all-wool a specialist to disassemble 
are generally less expensive or nylon-and-wool. About. 50 and move them and put them 
but antique models restored per cent of the tabl~s sold together for play. With their 
by a reputable billiard dealer . today are covered In the slate tops and hardwood 
often represent a better long· traditional green, but you can bases. of oak, mahogany, or 
range value. choose from about 20 walnut, tables can weigh 

First things first , though- different c'olors to match any fro~ 600 Ib, to nearly a ton. 
you definitely will want a decor . MOVIng 'one can run $100 to 
"pool" table rather than a More than 500,000 pool ' $200 .and requires a 
"billiards" table which is the tables are sold annually and recovermg (about $90) . A 
kind without pockets . In true about three dozen I~rge dealer also will use shim's 
billiards, the object is to manufacturers and as many (small wedges of wood or 
stroke the white cue ball to hit small ones offer different metal) to level your table to a 
two red balls in succession . It models . The " Gold Crown" tolerance of 1-10,000 of an 
requires considerable skill, from Brunswick Corp., which inch. . 
provides limited action, and is the industry leader and has Cue sticks cost any~here 
is rarely played today. 130 years of manufacturing from . $10 each for a SImple 

A regulation six-pocket pool experience, is considered by one-pIece shaft of Canadian 
table, on the other hand, can many experts to be the finest maple fitted with a walnut 
be used for a variety of professional table around. It handle to $130 to ~1 ,500 for the 
games: standard " rotation," costs $1 ,950. Gandy 's 
in which the balls are Ind~tries Inc. of Macon, Ga., Continued on Page 9 

Crystal Cue 1976 
BCA U.S. ·Open 
Qualifier No.2 

JUNE 18, 19, 20, 1976 

$82500 In Prize Money Guaranteed 

1st - $300 + Entry 
2nd - $200.00 
3rd. - $1 00.00 

HIGH RUN - $50.00 

4th - $75.00 
5th - $50.00 
6th - $50.00 

ENTRY FEE: $50.00 DOUBLE ELIMINATION FORMAT 

-Players' Meeting, June 18, 5:00 p.m.~ 

. • Don't Get Shut Out-Enter Now· • 

Send Check or 
Money Order to: - Gary McManus Crystal 'Cue 

3544 Plainfield, N .E. Grand Rapids, MI 49505 
Phone: 
(616) 363-9122 
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Venzke's 
View from 

the 
Bleachers, 
By BRUCE VENZKE 

The senior staffers on the NBN laughed at me when I 
announced the 1st Annual Pool Poetry Contest in my March 
column. "What makes me think that pool players or fans 
would be into poetry?? " 

Well , I happen to feel that we have a very wide~based 
readership tha:t possesses talents in· virtually all areas . And I 
have the last laugh , as we received a fine group of poems. 

In fact , selecting a single winner was too tough for our 
panel of eminent scholars . So we have two winners of one-year 
subscriptions to the National Billiard News, thanks to the 
generosity of the publishers . 

The first winner is in the standard poetical category, 
Serious, Long and Copyrighted Poems. It is, in the author 's 
words , a "very true story in the form of rhyming lines about a 
player I'tJl privileged to know." 

Judging from the poem, the feeling is doubtless mutual. 
The author, Miss Smokey Baker of Paramount, California, 
manages through her well-written piece to give us some pretty 
good insights into what she's like, as well as "her hero." I 
know that when I finished the poem, I felt that I liked both of 
them. See what you think (the poem is untitled): 

I've had my share of fantasies the songs keep singing of 
My heroes have been numerous in this night life that I love 
Airline pilots, architects, policemen by the score 
Musicians, divers, millionaires, and D.J.'s I adore 
But the list is headed up by one, a young man that I know 
From gangly kid to young adult I've smiled and watched him 

grow _ 
A little background of my life seems much in order here 
A sketch in words of why some men become a hero dear 
In Oregon there was a guy who flew a chartered plane 
He offered to take me places where I'd never ever been 
One winter day in Southern Cal. the architect I met 
Successful in his business, and he ruled a wealthy set 
Policemen, they' re a different breed-excitement fills their 

days 
The ones liked best told hairy tales of how crime never pays 
Musicians, wow ! Their jam-up life. It 's tough-the road to 

fame 
Their far out ways, their hopes, their dreams-and no two 

were the same 
Our summer brought into my li,fe whirlwinds of things to do 
Catalina, parties, boats, and diving into blue 
I've known producers, brokers, stars, whose lives were filled 

with ease , 
Went exotic pljices as if money grew on trees 
And jockey's of the plastic disc-my lonely hour friends 
Who,play my favorite heartache song-to thank, I can't begin 
Entertainment, things to do-I've seen and done the best 
I've lived my night life's joys and thrills with a small regard to 

rest 
Some idols I',:,e know personally , while others- just in mind 
A few were rude, obnoxious , brash-the greater part are kind 

But getting back to number ONE- this local lad grown man 
So special to my heart and soul-I'm proud to be his fan 
I sa w him first in a little place of aft~r hours fame ' 
For night life folk and gamblers of the pocket billiard game 
The smokey room, the juke box loud, the crowd all watched in 

awe 
As the youngster ran the table without a single flaw 
His brother made and took the bets ~s the kid with others 

spoke 
And stalled the next game player: to tell a friend a joke 

Continued on Page 18 

* The Choice of Champions * 

Custom Cues by 
Bert Schrager 

\ 

10907 Magnolia Blvd. 
North Hollywood, CA. 91601 

Phone 
(213) 763-9600 

Four Take Belt Buckle Titles 
The 12th annual Belt Buckle 

Pocket Billiard tournament 
was held at Joe Farhat's 
Velvet Rail Billiards, 
Lansing , Michigan , in May. 
The popular event gives all 
players a chance to compete 
in a tournament with players 
of their own caliber. . 

Players are divided into 
Class A, B, C, and Novice 
Women according to their 
shooting ability. This year 's 
Class A champion was Arnie 
Castillo who downed Edwl!rd 
Joseph , 100-99 ; Wayne Fate, 
100-72; then was knocked into 
the loser 's bracket by Dave 
Gage 100-25 . After that , he 
beat J unior Lopez, 100-43 ; 
Paul Campbell, 100-52; Mark 
Buchko', 100-83 ; then came 
back in the finals to down 
undefeated Dave Gage twice , 
100-56 and 100-78 to capture 
the Central-Michigan title . 

In the Class B division , 
Steve Frechen went 
undefeated all the way by 
defeating Dale Westrick, 75-
43; Joe Clevenger , 75-31 ; Ron 

King, 75-25 ; Gabe Contreras , 
75-56 ; and then meeting 
Contreras in the finals and 
downing him 75-59 to capture 
the B title . 

In Class C, George Henry 
emerged the champion by 
downing Tom Ehman, 50-34 ; 
Gus Makres , 50-30 ; Fred 
Marlatt , 50-1 2 ; Jack 
Thompson, 50-16: to meet 
Roger Simmons in the finals . 
Simmons won the firs t game 
5O~21 , but Henry returned to 
down Simmons 50-26 to 

capture the title . 
In the Novice Women 's 

division , Connie Austin went 
through' the tournament 
undefeated by downing 
Denise Carn, 25-20 ; Jane 
Odenwald, 25-20 ; and after 
Odenwald went through the 
loser 's bracket to meet Austin 
in the finals , Austin won 25-18 
for the title . 

The double -elimination 
contest was sanctioned by the 
World Straight ' Pool 
Association. 

LeCue Open to ·young 
Wichita, Kan .-

The - LeCue Recreation 
Center, owned and operated 
by Robert Owen of Wichita, 
Kansas, was the site of the 
second annual nine ball open ' 
for all the shooters . Some of 
Wich ita 's fi nes t players , 
Junior Brown, Terry Young, 
host Bob Owen , Kenny 
Cheatum, - Reese Wilson, 
Lucky Allen, Larry Lovette 
and several old timers were 
on hand for the action . 

Brown drew Cheatum into 

OPEN ONLY 
TO 

VAllO BCA 
CARD HOLDERS 

the first round , with Cheatum 
winn ing ( 3-2). Bob Owen 
eliminated Tom Laubhan and 
Reese Wilson fell to a stun
ning upset by a young lady, 
Lori Fa'hr. Mark Harris upset 
last year 's runner-up Lucky -
Allen and .Young put away 
Ronnie Poor . 

The stage was set for the . 
semi-finals , and the fans were 
,in for a good one because Bob 
Owen and Larry Lovette were 
playing as though they had 
their stacks on the line. 

Lovette won the flip, broke 
and ran right out. The second 
break he undercut the six 
ball. Owen, determined to 
win, ran out. Give and take, 
but Lovette won the match. 
Young whi pped Chea tum 
with some very aggressive 
play to advance tnto the 
finals . 

The finals were a double 
elimina tion between Terry 

Continued on Page 23 

THE 1976 

PASAOfNA OPfN 
BCA U.S. OPEN 

WOMEN'S QUALIFIER 

THURSDAY , FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY 

JUNE 24, 25, 26, 27, 1976 ' 

Entry Fee - '4000 
• First 16 Paid Entries . 

Double Elimination. Played on 41/ 2 x 9 Gandy Tables 

1st - '300 3rd - '100 
2nd - '200 4th - '50 

HI RUN IN THE MONEY - $25.00 . HI RUN OUT OF THE MONEY .:... $25.00 

PLAYERS' MEETING THURSDAY, JUNE 24 11: 00 A.M 

'FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
"RED" JONES 
PASADENA BILLIARD LOUNGE 

(813) 345-9806 
or 

(813) 347-8937 
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EARL 
MEETS 

THE 
ELITE 

By Earl Amond Walker 

Have you read any good books lately? I know t~s sounds 
like the dullest question in the world; however, If you are 
inclined to reading, there are some real "goodies" a~d . some 
real " badies" available on the topics oJ pocket billIards 
billiards and snooker . If you play for money, while I've never 
seen it ~ith my own eyes , rumor has it that there are so~e 
people who do (perhaps yo~ ), there i~ valuable knowled~e In 

the books written by the lIkes of Mizerak , Caras , LaSSIter, 
Crane Mosconi, and many others . 

I have devised my own four-star rating system, but of 
course you understand it's a matter of personal preference. 

BYRNE, ROBERT, McGOORTY, A biogra~hy ?f a pool 
bum. You'll laugh, you'll cry, and you'll even fmd It a lIttle 
~~. . . 

CHRISTOPHER, BRUCE, THE GODPLA YER~ the only 
redeeming parts of the book are pictures of good lookmg Bruce 
and players like Caras , Margo, and Cue Ball Kelly. 

COTTINGHAM; CHIVE JR., THE GAME OF 
BILLIARDS, a book that covers pocket, c~rom ,. and, three 
cushion billiards. It has fundamentals for begmners and 
advanced shots. for players. 

CRANE, IRVING, POCKET BILLIARDS, a complete step 
by step guide for beginners. 

FENSCH, THOMAS, THE LIONS AND THE LAMBS, an 
oldie but goodie, it cuts through the myths and presents the 
sport and its participants . as they really are. 

HERMANN, FRED, TRICKS AND GAMES ON THE 
POOL TABLE, interestinR..if you want to learn trick shots on a 
snooker table. . 

KARNEHM, JACK, BILLIARDS AND SNOOKER, a book 
from England on snooker with English terms that are 
imPQSsible to understand (example: how to stun the ball) . Do 
you understand that? 

KNUCHELL, EDWARD, HOW TO WIN AT POCKET 
BILLIARDS, a clear informative handbook for those who 
really want to learn how to play pocket billiards , possibly the 
best book I've read on the game. 

MINNESOTA FATS, MINNESOTA FATS ON POOL, the 
basics on pool, and I do mean the basics. 

MINNESOTA FATS, THE BANK SHOT, the biography 
part of the book is in the "Fats" tr~~ition ,. the in~t!'llctional 
part is outstanding, the book is defmltely entertammg. 

MOSCONI, WILLIE, WILLIE MOSCONI ON POCKET 
BILLIARDS, vivid instructions and a practical formula for 
pocket billiard play . 

MOSCONI, WILLIE, WINNING POCKET BILLIARDS, a 
really great book for both beginners and advanced players . It 
also includes a very interesting section ~n trick shots . 

MIZERAK, STEVE, INSIDE POCKET BILLIARDS, 
Mizerak shares his winning techniques in a complete step-by-
step guide . 

LASSITER, LUTHER, BILLIARDS FOR EVERYONE, 
unique in billiard books are the stop action pictures which 
show the direction and motion of the cue ball. 

LINDRUM, HORACE, POOL, SNOOKER, AND 
BILLIARDS, reads like an English history book. 

POLSKY, NED, HUSTLERS, BEATS, AND OTHERS, the 
first half of the book describes the pool hustlers' work 
situation; don't even bother reading the second half. 

TEVIS, WALTER S., THE HUSTLER, what more can I 
add that hasn't already been said? It's a CLASSIC. 

If you are planning on buying ~ book on pool I hope I have 
given you some insight on the many books on. ~e market. A 
friend who is an authority on pool told me that If you learn one 
shot per book you 'll more than cover the cost of the next book. 

GUS SZAMBOTI ·· 

~u4~_ ~ue6 W ~ 

320 RUMPF AVE. 
PENNDEL, PA. 19047 

~ 

Phone: 
(215) 757·7280 

Better. Late 
. . 

Than Never 
Sandusky, OH-

The Jaycees had a succes
sful turnout of 153 entrants 
from 21 area schools, Satur
day, February 28, 1976, at 
Bonnie Lanes Bowling Alley. 
The field was the largest ever 
and represents an increase of 
26 two ears ago, and 62 last 
year. 

Because of the increase in 
the number of entrants, a 
third class was added to 
divide the participants into 
closer age groups . The 
contestants were required to 
win two ou of three games of 
eight-ball through a process 
of elim ination. The to p 
shooters in each division 
were : 

Senior Division (Grades 9 
thru 12 ) 

Winner: 
Willie " Kojak ' Irby, a 

sophomore at Sandusky High 
School 

Runnerup : Tony Mougey, a 
junior from Bellevue High 
School 

3rd Place : Robert Knoll, a 
junior at Sandusky High 
School 

Junio;' Division <Grades 6 
thru 8) 

Winner: Mark Mougey, 8th 
grader from BeUevue Jr. 
High 

Runnerup : Steve Schlict, 
7th grader from Adams Jr. 
High 

Youth Division Oiew Divi-

Senior Division Winner Willie "Kojak" Irby (right) accepts the 
trophy from the tournament co-ordinator, whose name still re
mains a mystery. 

sion) (Grades· 1 thru 5) 
Winner: Troy Crabtree, 5th 

grader from Campbell School 
Runnerup: Tim Spitler, 2nd 

grader from . Bogart Elemen
tary School 

The winner in each division 
received a trophy and a 
jointed pool cue and the 
runnerup in each division was 
awarded a trophy. 

The third place finalists in 
the Senior Division also 
received a jointed pool cue. 
Prizes were donated by co
sponsor Downings Billiard & 
Trophy. 

The Sandusky Jaycees are 
primarily a youth-oriented 
organization and were 
delighted by the large turnout 

for the tournament. Plans for 
a larger and better tour
nament, possibly a Jay~ees 
state-wide tournament, for 
next year are already 
underway. 

WE WANT TO BUY, 

BRUNSWICK 
Sport Kings 

4 x 8's in Good Condition 

Call or wr!te 

MICKEY FINN 'S, INC. 
2832 Blystone Lane 
Dallas Texas 75220 

(214) 358-4614 

W ENGLAND OPEN 
3-CUSHIOI 

CHAMPIOISHIPS 

1st· '800 
4th· '150 

PREll 

2nd - '500 
5th - '100 -

3rd - '250 
Ith - '100 

ARY FLITES $25 EACH ' FINAL FLITE $50 

'1 0 III HISH RUII 10lEY 

L Y 6 thru 8, 1·976 
TWO PRELIMINARY FLITES OF 6 

ADVANCE 3 FROM EACH FLITE TO ONE FINAL ROUND OF 6 

• ENTRY FEE - $10000 
• 

ALL MATCH ES PLAYED AT 

Gold Crown Billiard Club~ 
lEW LOIDOII SHOPPIIS CEITER 

Ie. London, Connecticut 06320 (203) 443-7113 
Simon Eckatadt - Tournament Director . 

\ 
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How 
To 

Bank 
by 

JOHN LARSEN 

Bank shots need a certain amount of speed to be accurate. 
The fulcrum point shown in a previous sketch is my 
preference, but, for your own needs, you can change the 
distance if you wish . It might be good to mark with tape, so 
that you can maintain it. 

To contact the O.B. with the C.B. coming off the cushion 
requires the fulcrum point be changed each time. The sketch is 
self explanatory. The general rule is : The distance from the 
edge of the cushion, to the fulcurm point is about the same as it 
is from the cushion to the center of the O.B. The firmness of the 
cushion might alter this slightly . Also, be careful about side 
English. The best way to line sight this is to measure the 
distances given in the general rule , and stand the cue on the 

. floor the right distance. Then sight the C.B. and note the spot to 
hit on the cushion. It takes practice, but once known, comes in 
handy. 
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Referring to the bank-shot on the right. This is an easy 
bank which shows up once in a while. A thin hit does it. I've 
heard it called "a one diamond comebacker. "_ 

With the C.B. behind an unbroken .rack, the corner balls 
can be banked cross side. Natural English with follow (to 
avoid the scratch ) can do it. 

You and your opponent, each need one ball to win. There is 
only one ball on the table. Your opponent makes a difficult 
shot, but scratches . He puts two balls on the spot. Now is your 
opportunity to realize the practice you have applied. You just 
hit the head ball four fifths full , with low reverse spin, and 
watch the other ball throw off the bottom rail into the upper 
corner pocket. 

. Practice banking the corner ball for the opening break ~n 
14-1. It is quite risky , but it can be made . Hit as full as possible 
with follow. 

There are many other bank shots to learn , two and three 
cushion, combinations, etc. These are learned from 
experience'. This treatise is designed for the beginner in this 
fascinating game. The author ,hopes that you will fhid 
something that will help you in becoming a better player. 

(201) 753-6450 
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Test Your Know/edge-
1. If your pocket billiard 

table has corner pockets that -
are 5" across from point to 
point, are-- they too big to be 
legal? 

2. If you were playing 
legally with balls tha t 
measured 2 and 27-64th inches 
in diameter , would you be 
playiog snooker , pockets , or 
caroms '? 

3. If the table measures 
100" lengthwise , from 
cushion tip t9 cushion tip , is it 
an 8', 9' or 10' table '? 

4. If you weighed your new 
set of 16 pocket billiard balls, 
and their total weight was 6 
pounds exactly, would you 
return th'em as being too light 
to be legal? 

5 . You also put a 
micrometer to those balls ; all 

are precisely 2.253 " in 
diameter except the cue ball , 
which is 2.257". Are the object 
balls legal'? Is the cue ball '? 

6. Your neighbor's table 
gives you a backache, and 
seems so low ; from the floor 
to the top of the rail cap it 
measures 30 inches . Is that a 
legal height '? 

7. Your neighbor 's kid also 
gives you a headache-; he 's 10 
but beats you cold. One trick 
he uses is a special cue shaft 
that 's 43" long , giving him a 
cue over 5' long . He can reach 
shots that his size doesn 't 
permit him to with a regular 
cue. Is that monster cue 
legal '? 

8. You arrive for a 
tournament and are aghast at 
the feeble lighting: a 40 watt 

bulb over each table. Is th is 
legal? 

9. They improve the lights, 
so you stay and play. Then 
you find that they're using at 
least five different kinds of 
balls , of all ages and 
descriptions . You charge that 
they're not up to tournament 
specifications ; will you get 
them on this obvious 
violation? 
10. During the tourney , your 

first opponent brings and uses 
a large , elaborate, and 
unusual contraption that 
serves as his artificial bridge. 
You feel it gives him an 
unfair advantage and ask 
that it be declared illegal. The 
rule book is consulted. Who 
wins this one? 

F or answers see page 18. 

Coin-Op , Tourney Slated 
The first annual Statewide 

Coin-Operated 8-Ball Billiard 
Tournament, sponsored by 
Music Operators of Michigan, 
will be held at 10 :00 a .m .. 
Saturday, June 19, 1976 at the 
Lansing Civic Center , 
Lansing, Michigan. Spectator 

. admission will be $1 per 
person. 

Nearly 100 contestants who 
nave won or placed in local 
billiard matches held around 
the state since January will 
gather to determ ine the 
Michigan Coin-Operated 8-
Ball Billiard Champion. 

_ The total purse will be 
$5,000 with $1 ,000 going to the 
champion and $500 to the 
runner-up. The location 
sponsoring each of these 
individuals will receive a 
trophy. Other cash prizes will 
be paid through 64th place. 

The tournament is 
sanctioned by Music 
Operators of Michigan who 
began competition to enhance 
play on coin operated billiard 
tables in locations around 
Michigan 'serviced by their 
members. 

Joe Farhat of Lansing and 

Billiard News Co-Publisher 
Conrad Burkman, both 
experienced billiard 
promoters , will act as 
tournament co;directors . 

Contestants will ne~d to 
register in Lansing at 10:00 
a.m. on June 19th and play 
will begin at 11 :00 a.m. 

Food and beverage service 
will be available to be 
purchased during the 
tournament.-

For information contact 
Music Operators of Michigan, 
517-372-2323 . 

BICENTENNIAL UNITED STATES OPEN 
3-CUSHION CAROM BILLIARDS 
CHAMPIONSHIP TOURNAMENT 

July 1 through 5 Sanctioned by American ·Billiard Association and Billiard Congress of America 

TOTAL GUARANTEED CASH PRIZES 

$&000. 
1ST $2000. 4 TH $500. 

5TH = $450. 6TH = $400. .7TH = $150. 8TH = 150. 9TH = $125. 

10TH = 125. 11 TH =' $100. 12TH = $100 
POINTS FOR ABA CLASSIC 

$200, HIGH RUN MONEY 

JULY 1-5, 1976 
TOP UNITED STATES 3 CUSHION BILLIARD PLAYERS 

COMPETI NG FOR OFFICIAL TITLE 
, ENTRY FEE $200. 

TICKET INFORMATION - SCHEDULE 
Sess ion # 1 

tI 2 
tI 3 
# 4 
# 5 
tI 6 
tI 7 
# 8 
# 9 
1/ 10 

Prelimina ry Fli tes 
Preliminary Flites 
Preliminary Fli tes 
Preliminary Fli tes 
Prelim ina ry Fli tes 
Sem i· Final 
Semi· Final 
Semi Final 
Final Flite 
Final Fli te 

Flites 
Flites 
Flites 

Thu rsday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Monday 

J uly 1 

J u ly 2 

J uly 3 

Ju ly 4 

J uly 5 

1:00 PM 
7:30 PM 
1:00 PM 
7:30 PM 
1:00 PM 
7 :30 PM 
1:00 PM 
7:30 PM 
1:00 PM 
7:30 PM 

Adm ission $3. 
$4. 
$3. 
$4. 
$3. 
$5. 
$3. 
$5. 
$4. 
$6. 

DAILY COMBO TICKET: SAVE $1 . SERIES TICKET: $30. Total 
. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ...................... w. ........ .. 

HOTEL HEADQUARTERS MS.3 : A·II Matches Played At 
TOURNAMENT HEADQUARTERS The Holiday Inn IETPORT : 

U.S. 1 AND 9, ELIZABETH, N.J. '07201 : --• Name -. 333 RAHW A Y A "E., ELIZABETH, N.J. 07202 
Company __________ __ --::-_ 
Address ___ ~_~ _________ = (201)35.4·89 0 
City _____ ___ State ___ Zip _ _ : 

" Amer i ca ' , House 01 Champ i ons " 

HI-CUE BILLIARD LOUNGE Special participant's rate· 520.00 per day 

MIKE ASCH, Tournament Chairman 
Phone _______________ : 

MILT GOLDRING, Tournament Director 
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TRICK 
SHOT 
of the 

MONTH 
By JIMMY CARAS 

Five Time World Champion 
Member Brunswick Staff of Champions 

/ 

.' A TRICK SHOT 

• 

FREEZE ALL THREE OBJECT BALLS AS SHOWN. 
WET CONTACT POINT BETWEEN BALL " B" AND 

BALL "C". YOU MUST DO THIS TO POCKET BALL "C" IN
THE UPPER CORNER POCKET. 

IF YOU DON'T WET THE CONTACT POINT, YOU 
CANNOT POCKET BALL "C". 

HIT CUE BALL CENTER WITH A MODERATE--
STROKE AND STRIKE BALL "A" . 

I NTROD UCING ' 

MEUCCI ORIGINALS 
CUES MADE BY 

80B _MEUeel 
CUSTOM MADE CUES ARE NOW 

AVAILABLE IN MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
-INSIST ON THE FlNEST

CA LL or If RITE 

MEUeel ORIGINALS 
1 672 GETWELL 

MEMPHIS, TENN. 38111 
(901) 743-8921-

Shopping Tips 
Con tinued fro m Page 5 
custom-made cues inlaid wit h 
Belgian rosewood that Joss 
Cue Co. of Baltimore turns 
out for leading players. Buy 
only balls made of cast 
phenolic ($40-$80 a set). 'l'hey 
will last vir tually forever. 
Forget about the old-time 
players' belief that ivory 
balls are livelier. They cost 
$65 each can crack, and 
develop flat spots. 

ISN'T IT TIME YOU STOPPED MOOCHING 
OFF YOUR FRIENDS OR 

LOCAL BI LLiARD ROOM? 

LOOSEN UP AND GET YOUR 

VERY OWN 

SUBSCRIPTION TO 
-

THE BILLIARD NEWS. 

IT'S. ON L Y $6.00. 
FOR 12 BIG I~SUES 

MICHIG-AN STATEWIDE 
COIN-OPERATEDS-BALL 

CH'AM PIONSH'IP 
'$5 000 GUARANTEED 

, PURSE ; · 

SATURDAY, JUNE 1.9,1976 
LANSING CIVIC CENTER - LANSING , MICHIGAN 

PLAYERS' REGISTRATION 10:00 A .M.- TOURNArYlENT BEGINS 11:00 A.M . 

SPECTATOR 
ADMISSION 

See the crown ing of the 
Michi~an Coin-Operated 
8-Ball Billiard hampion 

. ' 

n 
FOOD & BEVE RAGE 
SERVICE A VA ILABLE 

PERATORS 

NOT E: \ Only winners and runners-up 
of M.O.M. sanctioned locations 
may enter . 

OF MICHIGAN · 

CAPITAL CITY OPEN 
POCKET BILLIARD 

TOURNAMENT 
JDL Y 3, 4, 5, 1976 

Men's U.S. Open 

Qualifying Tournament· 

CAPITAL CITY OPEN AWARDS 

1ST - $200 + u.s. OPEN ENTRY 
2ND - $125 .00 4TH - $50.00 
3RD - $ 75.00 HI RUN - $50.00 

Entry Fee • 5000 
• Field Limited tG 32 Players 

. Joe F. Farhat's 

VELVET RAIL BILLIARDS 
2004 NORTH LARCH . LANSING, MICHIGAN . PHONE (517) 487-3528 

• Speciaf Rates to Players at Ramada Inn-lust Say "Velvet Rail" 

I , 
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Snooker 
Sc'ene 

by JIM JAUSMAN 

Hello to you all- hope that spring is being very good to all 
of you. , 

Many thanks for all the notes from all of you after the 1976 
Bermuda Tourney - seems that all had a good time and 
enjoyed the tournament. Now for London, 1977! 

Just a lot of miscellaneous notes which we hope will be of 
interest to you , 

After returning to New York from Bermuda over 50 letters 
. were sent to those in Bermuda who helped make the 
International Snooker League 1976 such a great success. Some 
of these letters made their way into the press, especially one to 
th~ sP9rts editors of several of the Bermuda newspapers. A 
fine letter is in our files from the Old Colony Club. Also great 
letters were rec'eived fr-om Joe Davis - wasn't he great while 
with us? - Noel Miller-Cheevers , Leslie Bolson, South 
Africa's Carl Erasmus, Ter ry Haddock, Well, the list is great. 

The clean-up duties after the tournament went smoothly 
but took more time than we thought would be necessary - the 
most pleasant part of those days was breakfast each morning , 
with Carl and Morag Erasmus - I packed in a hurry and now 
find that I left shoes, socks, et al a t Mrs. Reed's and she 
accuses me of doing it on purpose to have an excuse for 
another trip to the island! But all was cleared up completely 
and I can say that nearly every Bermudian now knows that an 
International Snook~r League exists and is headed for a great 
future. 

Have had correspon~ence from Trinidad - indirectly 
from the team, and they apparently did have problems , and -
they hope to be reinstated and eligible for 1977. However, we 
have been in contact with a second possible group there for 
future teams. ' 

Eric Connelly spent some. time in New York recently -
stayed'at New York Athletic Club - played lots of snooker -
and applied for membership in the club. Maybe M will be a 
full-fledged NYAC'er next year. 

, 
Connie Falkiewicz and Herb Lehmann took in the 

Championships in London this April. Anxious to hear their 
reports on their return. They will surely have lots to say after 
two weeks in the British Isles! 

At NYAC Falkiewicz was, of COurse, re-elected president 
of the Knights of the Green Table with your reporter again VP . 

. Your reporter was again selected as chairman of the NY AC 
Billiards Committee. The new overall chairman at NYAC for 
billiards and bowling is John Graziadei, under whom we are 
certain many great steps forward will be taken soon in all 
snooker and billiards 'areas at the club. 

Haddock is already doing lots of things for his great CNE 
International Snooker Open in August and early September
amateurs and pros - he is hoping for a number of ISL boys to 
partake . Yoil can contact him at ·1872 Kennedy Boulevani. 
Scarborough, Ontario, Canada (C-O Terry's Home Billiards). 
He also says that they are starting their plans for our 1978 ISL 
Tournament in Toronto. 

While on Canada - Gerry Seed and his associates 
annually run the North American Championships - starring 
Cliff Thorburn! - in October of each year . For information, 
etc. , on this event featuring top snooker contact Gerry at 

'Seed's Billiard Supply, 283 Richmond Road, Ottawa, Ontario, 
Canada , KIZ6x3. Budgie is there too ~ 

Any copies of ISL publicity in your area would be 
welcomed for the ISL files. The 1976 tournament did very well 
in publicity. . 

/ 
Custom Crafted Cues by 

713-665-4084 

Richard Black 

6540 Brompton Road 
Houston, Texas 77005 

TOURNAMENT CALENDAR 
POOL 

MEN'S OPEN PRO 
9-BALL TOURNAMENT 
June 10th thru June 13th 
Empire Billiard Lounge 
120 S. Robinson Ave. 
• wburgh, N.Y. 

CHALK <~. CUE 

.. 

U.s. OPEI~ QUALIFIER -
June 11 th thru June 13th 
Chalk?\ Cue 
123 East an Buren 
Joliet , m . 

CALIFOR.~1A BAY 
9 BALL OPE 
June 13 
California Billiards 
5160 Stevens Creek Blvd. 
San Jose, California 

CRYSTAL CUE 
QUALIFIER TWO 
June 18th thru June 20th 
Crystal Cue Billiards 
3544 Planfield N.E. 
Grand Rapids, MI 49805 

CALIFORNIA STRAIGHT 
POOL OPEN 
June 23rd thm June 27th 
Jointed Cue Billiards 
2375 Fruit}'idge Road 
Sacramento, California 

. 

POOL 

PASADENA OPEN 
WOMEN'S QUALIFIER 
Pasadena Billiard Lounge 
Pasadena, FLA 

FAMILY BILLIARDS 
(2) U.S. OPEN QUALIFIERS 
June 4-6 & June 25-27 
Family Billiards 
2 Bunker Ave. · 
Fai rfield , MAine 

CAPITAL CITY OPEN 
MEN'S QUALIFIER 
Velvet Rail Billiards 
2004 N. Larch 
Lansing, MI 

U.S. OPEN POCKET 
BILLIARD CHAMPIONSHIPS 
August 11th thm August 14th 
Sheraton Chicago Hotel 
Chicago, Illinois 

- TOURNAMENT OF 
CHAMPIONS 
4' DIVISIONS 
September, 1976 
Forest Park Billiards 
4425 North Main 
Dayton, Ohio 

-. 

3-CUSHION .; 

mCOPEN 
June 26 & 27 
Dlinois Billiard Club 
10329 S. Polaski 
Chicago, Ill . 

, U.S. OPEN 
July 1st thm July 5th 
Hi Cue Billiards 
333 Rahway . 
Elizabeth , JJ. 

NEW ENGLAND OPEN 
July 6th thru July 8 
Gold Crown Billiards 
New London Shopping Center 
New London, Conn. 

EASTERN STATES OPEN 
July 10& 11 
Jacy's Billiard Academy 
96-42 Queens Blvd. 
Rego Park, N.Y. 

" CUE CLUB OPEN 
July 17 & 18 
Cue Club Billiards 
Squth Bend, Ind. 

- Dorothy Wise - Ruth McGinnes
ELECTED TO HALL OF FAME 
Highlights on this and other topics discussed at the 
1st Annual Meeting of the Women's Professional -
Billiard Alliance will appear in our next issue. 

Made of the Finest Billiard Felt 

Extra long t ies available. 

Large pocket included. 

I 

Small 
Medium 
Large 
Ex-Large 

$400 
Each 

Cheaper 

by the Dozen 

Send Order To : 

Ruth Yankee 

147 Pierce St. 
. 

Birmingham, Michigan 48011 

(313) 646-2527 

, 
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-.. The following is a letter we 
recently received , and the 
clipping referred to. 

+++ 
I'm just your average 

everyday pool fan ... married, 
employed , middle -aged , 
children .. . You can imagine 
my surprise when today I 
found myself in the same 
class as the Lepers of old. 
Please see the enclosed clip 
from the Burlington County 
Times from Willingboro , New 
Jersey. 

I have been reading your 
paper for almost 3 years now, 
which is about how long I 
have had my own table . I 
never realized I owas 
associated with such a low
brow class of people 
compared to the township 
committee of Mt. Holly, New 
Jersey. 

( have read many times in 
your paper of your wish to 
change the image of pool and 
pool halls . In a few isolated 
cases you may be able to do 
so, but overall. it will never 
happen. 

By the general public , an· 
expert pool player is an 
oddity ... a person who 

-
San Jose, CA-

The Hal Mix Invitational 
Straight Pool Championships 
was a tournament open this 
year to a maximum of 24 
players on an open basis. 
Competition was double 
elimination in games to 75 
(except the finals , which was 
to 125 ), and extended over a 
two-day period in the Student 
Union Games Area at San 
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il It AI ·End? 
My f riends, we've got trouble. 
Right here in Rive r Cit y. • 
Trouble with a capital T 
And that rhymes with P 
And that stands for pool. 

'- The " Music Man" 

By GARY LINDENMUTH 
Of the BCT Staff 

MOUNT HOLLY-The pleasures of a misspent youth will 
be denied young men at the county seat ' here if the Town 
Council has anything to say about it. 

Heeding the immortal words of the fictional Prof. Har old 
Hill (above), town fathers last night voted on first reading a 
stiff hike in local permit fees for pool halls raising the annual 
fee per table from $10 to $1 .000. 

• "We may not be able to ban them entirely - but we can 
sure make it difficult - and expensive - for them to operate," • 
Mayor Joseph Weber explained to a reporter. 

The sudden measure followed a request last month from 
Willingboro resident Martin Dubrow who had applied for a 
license to opera te an eight-table facility at 40 High St. - the 
heart of the downtown business district. 

While Dubr ow has since withdrawn tha t application (at 
the urging of Council) , last night's ordinance was suggested as 
a means to ward off any future prospective -pool hall 
entrepreneurs. 

In addition to raising the fee per table, Council also voted a 
similar hike in the license transfer fee - once again from $10 
to $1,000 - making it all but prohibitive for anyone to return 
t he familiar click of billiards balls to Mount Holly once aga in. 

"We had several establishments years ago," M.ayor 
Weber recalled with disdai~. "They were nothing but trouble 
- fights , a lot of police calls .. .it was nothing but a hangout." 
, In r eference to the $1 ,000 fees, Councilman Douglas Gsell 
noted : "If someone is willing to pay that kind of money then 
they would ha ve to be running a first-class 
operation ... something like that would be to our advantage." 

Meanwhile, township Solicitor Robert Partlow warned 
Coimd l that " any increase . in pool hall fees must be 
substantiated by. a cor resRonding increase in the cost to 
process the applica tion. .-

"Unfortunately , you can't consider police calls in figuring 
license fees of this kind. 'someone could say you were being 
arbitrary ' and capricious . 

"The fees are not to be so confiscatory [nat you eliminate 
pool halls altogether ," the attorney said. 

Council acknowledged Par tlow's advise but apparently 
decided to stick to its or iginal plan. The new fee schedule wa s 
approved on fi rst reading by a 4-0 vote (Councilman Thomas 
Fooks was absent). A second and final vote will be held next 
month. ' 

- REPRINTED F ROM THE BURLINGTON COUNTY TIMES -
probably has never done 
anything but hang around a 
pool hall since he or she was a 
kid . I don 't mean to sound 
bitter, but it just comes off 
that w~v . 

I have a plan that may be 

M ix In 
Jose State University. The 
tournament was highlighted 
by a pocket billiard and trick 
shot 'exhibition by Sax Dal 
Porto, which concluded with 
a 50-point game between Sax 
and the tournament mentor , 
Games Area billiard instruc
tor Hal Mix. 
. Winner of the tournament 
was Paul Vecchiarelli. who 
won the loser 's bracket. then 

wor th thinking about. 
If the next person who 

wishes to apply for a pool 
room permit would advertise 
to the public such as the 
following , I am sure there 
would be no problem. 

nal 
went on to defeat the! winner 
of the winner 's bracket, Ron 
Lilies , in two consecutive 
games to 125. The top six 
place listings follow, with 
place ties being listed in order 
of highest inning average. 

OPENING/ New pool hall . 
conveqient~ loca~ed between 
motel and adult bookstore . No 
beer or whiskey at the tables. 
XXX movies shown from 
midnite till 2 a.m . Cardgame 
in backroom from 2 a.m. to 5 

Roy Futternick was the 
winner of the High Run 
award. 

1. ' Paul Vecchiarelli , Mt. 
View, 7-1 

2. Ron Lilies, San Jose, 4-2 
3. Roy Futternick, Sac-

a .m. 
This will remove any 

doubts as to the stature of the 
pool hall . 

Thank you 
STUART BISHOP 

Mt. 'Holly, NY 

ramento, 5-2 
4. John Lewis, San F rancis

co, 5-2 
5. Robert Van Dyke, San 

Jose, 4-2 I 

6. Tony Annigoni, San Jose, 
3-2 . 

:Jo,. Ike :J)ioc,.iminaling _Bu'Ie,. 
HE CO PARABL~ PA ER L NE OF 

Imported Finished U 
SLATE 
--e--

, Ivory Cue Points 

FEAT ERSTR S 
· --e--

Eostern Siale 
I 151 Highland Ave. (P.O. Box 84) 

Somerville, Mass. 02145 

(61 7 ) 625-2500 

Unsurpassed In 

-*QUALITY *CRAFTSMANSHIP *P-ERFORMANCE 
CHECK THESE 10 BIG REASONS WHY ' 

1 e PERFECT BALANCE e WIDE PRICE RANGE; $46.95 
e SPEC IAllY TREATED PRO TO'$224.9~ 

TAPER SHAFTS e UNLIMITED CHOICE IN 
e FULL PERSONALIZATION DESIGN 
e HAND FinED JOINT e PEARL INlAYS 
e SCREW -ON FERRULES e EXCLUSIVE FULL 7-DAY 
e HAND W RAPPED BUTTS MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

Palmer, master cue maker with over 25 years experience, l also features re-designing, customizing and re.pairing of old cues J at moderate cost. " 
FREE COLOR BROCH URE ON THE FINEST CUSTOM CUES AVAILABLE 

PAL MER CUSTOM CUES ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH BETTER 
BILLIA RD ROO MS AND SUPPLY HOUSES NATIONWIDE. 

-ALSO AVAILABLE-FULL LI N E OF QUALITY BILLIARD SUPPLI ES
SEND FOR BROCHURES TODAY! 

----------------~ I 
Name. . . .... . .. .. . . . •.. .. .. .. . . .. . . . ... I 
Add ress . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 
City .. ..... ' " . .. ... . ..... . ... ' . . ...• . . I 
State .. . .... . . . . . . . .... . ... Zip . . . . . . . . . I 

I 

Send to : 
PALME R BILLIARD CORPORATION 
Dept. BN, 37 Westfield Avenue, 
Elizabeth , New Jersey 07208 
Telephone (201) 289,4555, 289-4757 
Toll Free Number fo r Continental U.S. ' not for 
New Jersey , Al aska or Hawaii. 800-631·7353 

.' 

1 
'J 

I 

I 
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Ray Martin, 

Jack Colavita 

Split • In Exhibition 
World 's Billiards Champion 

Ray Martin split in a pair of 
exhibition matches with New 
Jersey champ Ray Cola vita 
Sunday at the Q-Ball Billiards 
Lounge's Tournament room. 

defeated Vineland 's Tommy 
Brown 100-75 in a pre-match 
exhibition at the afternoon 
session. 

Martin 's son Ray Jr . took 
on the younger Colavita in the 
evening show and used a 44-
ball run to score a 100-30 
triumph. 

Martin won the afternoon ' 
confrontation , 150-120, with a 
57-ball run and out. Colavita 
bounced back to take the 
nightcap, 150-123 with a high 
run of 65 balls. 

Colavita's son Jack Jr. 

Charles "Cue-Ball" Kelly 
was the ' referee and also 
entertained the large crowd 
at both sessions with his usual 
array of trick shots. 

BEFORE THE MATCH - World Billiards Champion Ray Martin. left and New Jersey champ Jack Colavita, right, bat· 
t led' in a two-match exhibition at Q-Ball Billiards Lounge Sunday. Also on hand were Ray Martin Jr. second left. jac~ 
Colavita Jr. second right, renowned billiards referee Charles "Cue-Ball" Kelly, third left and Q-Ball owner Frank" 'Zip" 
O'Orio. 

, 
Jim'Rem"e 

'Richie Jlorence 

POOL POSTE 
A BIG 2 x 3 FOOT POSTER, FROM PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE 

U.S. OPEN AND L.A. WORLD TOURNAMENTS 

. MAChine 6un' tou lIulm 

SIeve Mi,efll{ lIonnit Jtllnl 

$395 Each or $2765 for the Full Set 

To order, write t o: 

Inc ludes Postage and Handling . 

LEE BOYAR 
1603 Tower Grove Drive 
Beverly Hills, California 90210 

Send check or money order only. 
California residents add 6% sales tax. 

OJantity discounts available. 

Pa elski Over. 
Munson In 
Hay/oft · Tourney 

The Hayloft in Milwaukee 
:Was the gather ing place on 
April 10-11 for 24 Midwestern 
nmeball players, as banny 
and Jerry Hay put on another 
well-received tournament. 

The players ' . entry fees of 
$840 were supplemented by 
$100 kicked in by the Hay 
brothers , for a total purse of 
$940. 

In the No. 4 bracket , Willie 
Munson and Ron Dobosenski 
had left the rest of the bracket 
in the dust before their match 
came up, so it wasn't needed ; 
they ended up 4-0 and slipped 
easily into the finals. 

For the 8-inan finals . 
tournament director Dr. Da~ 
McCann drew the boys onto a 
double elimination chart and 
hiked the length of the race to 

There were four round- eleven . 
robin brackets of 6 players for The first round was 
the prelims , with each Dobosenski over Batchelor 
bracket providing its top two . 11-3, Mielke besting Bergeron 
shooters for a double 11-5, Williams topping 
elimination finals set-up. .: Stanelle 11-8, and Pawelski 

David Batchelor, up and edging out Munson 11-10 
com i n g Mil w auk e e (after Munson had held a 6-0 
entrepreneur, showed that he lead) .. 
can make balls as well as 
money, going 4-1 to wi.n the 

o. 1 bracket. 

A 3-way tie for the second 
qua lifying spot between 
Chuck Olla , Chuck Gilbertson 
and John Williams forced a 
playoff that Williams won to 
join Batchelor in the finals. 

The r o. 2 bracket was 
dom ina ted by Milwa ukee 
T- s " Cha m p i onship 
Billiards" current champion 
Bill Mielke and runner-up 
Kevin Stanelle. They both had 
4-1 records, each losing one 
match in the one-hole. 

Bracket No. 3 was also a 
knotty one, as three players 
tied for firs t place with 4-1 
marks. 

Randy / B e rgeron 
automa tically advanced to 
the finals by virtue of having 
the highest game-count of the 
three. Jeff Carter and George 
Pawelski had to playoff for 
·the other finals slot, and it 
was Pawelski eliminating 
Carter by a 4-1 score. 

Pawelski then won two 
more quite handily (11-3 and 
11-7 over Will iams and 
DobosenskD to be the, 
"winner 's side winner." 

There he wa ited while 
Munson also cruised 
comfortably through 4 
straight loser 's siqe matches 
to chall enge . Of course, 
George needed only one win 
for the title, while Willie 
would need to win twice. 

And this time , in the 
umpteenth confrontation 
between the two veterans, it 
was all Pawelski, as he 
romped to an 11-3 victory and 
the 2nd Hayloft Nineball 
Championship. 

The cash distribution : 
1. George Pawelski . . .. . $400 
2. Willie Munson . . . . . . . ' .. 225 
3. Ron Dobosenski ..... .. 100 
4. John'Williams . . .. . . . . . . 75 
5. Dave Batchelor . r . . . .. .. 35 
.6. Bill Mielke .. . . ........ . 35 
7. Kevin Stanelle . .... . . . . . 35 
8. Randy Bergeron . . . . .. . . 35 _ 

--
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Retains World Snooker Title 
I 

R DO 
By Conrad Burkman 

April 24 - Manchester , 
Engla nd - Wythenshawe 
Forum climaxed one of the 
busiest months Snooker has 
witnessed in some time. "Q" . 
Promotions headed by 
Maurice Hayes put together, 
three separate' tournaments, , 
Womens , Ama teur a nd 
Pr ofessional during the 
montli of April with the 
precision of a watchmaker. 
With the sponsorship of W.D. 
and H. O. Wills (makers of 
Embassy cigarettes) the 
tournament was a huge 
success, with nothing 
overlooked. 

The Forum is a modern 
complex, housing a match 
area, lending library, 
thea ter, exhibition area, 
swimming pools, snack bar, 
restaurant, theater bar, main 
bar and two V .I.P . . lounges. 
As you can see, it was quite a 
hall . When you entered the 
match area there were 
bleacher seats on four sides 
with special guest chairs on 
'three sides 'in front of the 
bleachers. At both ends of the 
huge match table there were 
three round V .I.P. tables with 
four chairs each. We were 
fortunate that Maurice Hays 
assigned us the center table 
where we couldn' t help but 
see all the action. We 
sincerely appreciate the fine 
hospitality we received 
through~ut the event. 

There were many features 
of this fine tournament we 
have never seen in the States. 
Throughout th~ finals , 
electronic score boards were 

used ' along- wi th the 
conventional ' snooker board. 
The electronic boards work 
just like an electronic 
calculator and can be easily 
seen at a distance of 'at least 
100 feet. The entire playing 
area was surrounded, by 
mova ble two-foot high panels 
to shield the spectator 
mo vement during play. 
Planters of fresh flowers 
were spread out 'along the 
inside of the panels and were 
changed daily. 

Ladbrokers had a legalized 
gambling booth right inside 
the door as you entered the 
match area and the bets 
flowed constantly through its 
windows . Throughout the 
matches drinks were served 
inSide the match area with 
waitress service. With a few 
exceptions this is never seen 
at our tournaments . Not once 
during the event did I notice 
anyone who was drunk or 
anyone getting , overly 
voCiferous as a result of the 
drinks. 

Over the last few years we 
have been working very hard 
to drop the coat and tie 
regulation at our 
tournaments . The English 
approach is more formal. All 
players play in evening dress 
complete with ves t, but 
without the jacket. I must 
admit the appearance is 
refreshing. All the officials, 
however, wear the complete 
tux. This is carried right 

through the players and to the 
audience as many spectators 
came to the final evening in 
their formal attire. The whole 
affair was done with much 
pomp and flair . The player s 
themselves approach the 
game like ~ur golf pros. Their 

N. 
integrity is everything and 
their attitude rubs off on the 

. spectators as well. -

COOL R AY R E ARDON 
S N U F F SOU T 
" HURRICANE " ALEX 
HIGGINS IN FINALS. 

Reardon , playing at 
Middlesbrough , defeated 
South African Perri Mans in a 
runaway match to enter the 
finals at Manchester and a 
chance to retain his title . 
While ReaMlon was having a 
rather easy time of it, Alex 
Higgins had to defeat John 
Spencer and Austrailian 
Eddie Charlton back-to-back 
to earn his chance at the title 
round. 

After the first afternoon 
session which found Higgins 
leading four to two, Reardon 
complained openly about the 
table lights and the table. The 
lights were the TV floods 
which were on both sides of 
the table and completely 
washed out the regular table 
lights lea ving a double 
reflection on the balls , 
causing s ighting problems. 
By the end of the evening 
session however, it was a 
different story as Reardon 
came back with six wins out 
of seven frames to lead eight 
to five. This firs t day would 
set the scene for what was the 
ultimate outcome. Higgins 
would play better in the 
afternoon sessions and 
Reardon would come back at 
night. After the first day the 
title was never really in 
doubt. 

Aiex "Hurricane" Higgins:, turned back in his bid to regain the 

GLAN· 
you to sleep if you weren't 
careful. One match in 
particular fea tur ing Fred 
Da vis and Eddie Charlton 
seemed like it would go on 
forever . With no chances 
taken, play lasted forty 
minutes before the reds were 
broken . The opponents would 
wear each other down by 

safety play. Please don 't 
misunderstand, these players 
are every bit as good and as 
deadly as Alex. But when you 
compare this style with that 
of free swinging "Hurricane" 
Higg,i'ns, you can easily see 
where he is the people:s 
choice. 

With a style reminiscent of 
Continued on Page 21 

World Champion Ray Reardon - over 900 century breaks 
and five "147's", 

Billiard 
j 

• Cloth 
• Balls 
• Cues 

THE HENRY W. T.MALI & CO., INC. 
257 PAltK AVENUE SOUTH;- NEW YORK, N.Y. 100lD 

(212) 475-4960 

= 
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Reardon and 
Higgins Relax and 
Chat Prior to the 
Ma tches. (righ t ) 

Later (above) 
It was 'all Business 
as Reardon Turned 
Back Higgins Bid 
to Regain the 
World Snooker 
TItle . 
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\ o UTE 
TIP T PP 

PERSONAL CUE TIP ·RASP 
t . 

IMPROVES BALL CONTROL 
$3.95 Each 

ENDS· COSTI. y. MISCUES 
~ ______________________________ ~P~A~T~.P~E~N~D~.~~ 

* MADE FROM SOLID HARDENED "STEEL - . 

NOTHING TO WEAR OUT 

* SIZED JUST RIGHT FOR EASY CA RRYING 

* KNURL PA TTERN THAT SCUFFS & SHAPES 
* SOLD WITH A COMPLETE MONEY BACK 
GUA RANTEE IF NOT SA TlSFIED IN 10 DA YS 

* GI VES PLA YER CONFIDENCE IN HIS TIP 

WHEN APPL YING ENGLISH 

DEALER INQUIRI ES INV ITED 

PRO LINE PRODUCTS CO. 
18951 NEWTON AVENUE 
SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA 92705 

I Enclose $ .. .. . . ... .... . .. for •. ..•• •.. • Tip Tappers 

Name . .. .. .. . •... . . . .• ... . . .. .. ... . • . .... . . . . .. . • . ... .. .. 

Address . . .. . . .. .... . ..... .... ..• . • . . . ..•... . .... . . .... , . \ 

City .. . .. ... .... .. . . .... .-State .... .. .... .. . .. Zip • . .. .. . . . 
California Residents Add 6 % State Sales T ax . 

, , 1100 ~ It it .. ,. .... ~ .. "" ..... ,. • , ~ .............. If ..... , .... " ., t .. ,. .. Y' l' ,. • " , 'I' ..... ,. .. l' t- 't t< • , l' .. " .. 
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Torres 
Sets Record 
Continued from Page 3 · 

average was 1.123, achieved 
in 1935. Hoppe's best in a 
tournament involving more • 
than six games was 1.250 in 
1942, and he was aided in that 
event · by an experimental 
rule allowing the players to 
use either cue ball on the 
second shot of an inning, an 
idea designed to encourage 
offensive play .) 

Al Gilber t, despite the 
fireworks that have been set 
off by his qlajor competitors 
during the last ten months, 
did nothing to damage his · 
reputation as the country 's 
premier player. He finished 
the finals with an average of 
1.056 and won the playoffs 
with an average of 1.122. His 
seve!1-game average was 
1.075, and against Sudden 
Sam Worley he tied Eddie 
Robin's ABA best game 
record with a 31-inning effort. 

Gilbert and Torres are 
familiar names to the readers 
of these columns, while Jose 
Hernandez might not ring a 
bell. He is no stranger to West 
Coast players; for years he 
has been respected for his 
sportsmanship and his 
powerful play. A strong job
and family-man, this tall, 34-
year-old Mexican-American 
rarely takes the time to play 
in tournaments , but when he 
does he's always a dangerous 

. threat. His last outing was the 
1972 BFUSA Sectionq) , which 
he won ahead of Bonner and 
Torres . In the National, held 
in early 1973 in Portland, 
Ore., he finished a . close 
second to Bonner, dropping a 
4-point thriller to Gentleman 
John in -the championship 
game. He averaged .719 in 
that tournament. His 1.005 in 
the finals of April's meet 
shows tha t he has continued 
to improve and is especially 
tough on his home tables. 

For the record, here's how 
Frank Torres set the new 
American grand average 
standard: 50-16 win in 47 over 
Worley, 50-15 win in 24 over 
Herrera, 50-15 win in 24.over 
Hisson, with.a high run of 13, 
46-50 lbss in 41 to Hernandez, 
with a high run of 10, and a 50.: 
42 win in 45 over Gilbert , with 
another high run of 10. 

How does a man make 100 
points in only 48 innings? 
Torres did it this way. His . 
inning-by-inn ing count 
against Hisson was 4-1-3-1-0-0-
13-0-1 -1-2-0-5-3-0-0-5-1-6-0-3-~-

1, total: 50. Against Herrera 
it was 3-4-1-0-1-5-6-0-0-7 -0-6-(}-
5-4-3-0-0-0-2-0-1-1-1, total: 50. '.:;0 

Let's hear it for three of 
America's new crop of 
billiard superstars . 
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Carom 
Corner 

by BOB MULLEN 

\ . 

Gale Johnson and the American Billiard Association are 
rolling along sanctionin~ournaments all over the U.S. The 
ABA contests feature some great playing for comparitively 
small stakes but the point accumulation plan for qualification 
in the "Classic" provides a bit of frosting on the cake. 
ANTLERS OPEN, MILWAUKEE WISCONSIN, May 1 and 2. 

Finalists a'S they finished in the picture below furnished by 
Image, Ltd. Luis Campos 1st, Bill Hawkins, 2nd , Don Brink 
(ABA Chairman) 3rd, l.Iarry Sims 4th, Walter Martin, 5th, 
Harvey Chernin (local) 6th, Carl Liebovich 7th and Bob 
Letherby 8th. The Coke and the Schlitz on the table came in the 
money too, for local distributors contributed some liquid 
refreshment and plastic coolers as auxiliary prizes, Kelly Kue 
Ka!:les added a two stick case to the loot gathered in by 
Liebovich, Hawkins and Ameen. Carl Liebovich almost 
tripped up Luis Campos in the last round of the finals. A foss 
would have put Campos in third but Luis won out and entered a 
playoff with Bill Hawkins . Campos w<!n that play-off 35 to 33. 

GREAT LAKES OPEN I 

BRUCE ALLEN'S POOL ROOM, LANSING, MICH. , May 1 
and 2 

Mike Donnelly won this one wittfa come-back victory after 
months of illness and an operation. After two defeats by Bob 
Ameen in the pre-lims and the semi-finals, Mike ripped off a 40 
to 15 win in the finals to secure 1st place and put Ameen in the 
number two spot. A gentleman from ~leveland named Mark 
Soss finished third for a surprise to ' the circuit regulars. 
Donnelly called the shots on George Ashby becoming a player 
to be reckoned with and Mike says the same thing about Soss. 
With Bill Hawkins 4th, Bob Letherby 5th and Luis Campos 
finishing 6th the GREAT LAKES OPEN was history. Ameen 
finished with high run for the tourney, a big ten and Harry 
Sims had a nine for high run out of the money. It was unusual 
to see a Great Lakes Open without a Lansing player in the 
finals . Ken Allswede, Ben Brown, George Skeehan, ' Mike 
Fulgham and the proprietor Bruce Allen were involved as was 
former owner Bob Strange; Maybe better days are coming for 
¥ichigan's Capital Cjty players. 

THE GREATER PEORIA OPEN, held in of all places 
Peoria, Illinois. The CREVE COEUR' CLUB, a private club 
and one of the finest settings for all round billiard play in the 

,country, combined its 14.1 and Three Cushion Billiard 
contests. The 14.1 division had 26 players sign up with Judex 
James the champion for the fifth time beating club member 
Gene Ehrlich. The three cushion division ~ad 15 players with 
Bob McManus almost losing his crown of 22-championships to 
his pupil, Dave Thrush. Note: Dave Thrush has 20-200 vision 
and is legally considered blind. 
COMING UP SOONI' THE ROCKHILL ..(>PEN IN KANSAS 
CITY, ILLINOIS BILLIARD CLUB OPEN IN CHICAGO AND 
THE U.S. OPEN IN ELIZABETH, N.J. 

Continued on Page 22' 

(213) 372-651 9 REPAIRS 

CWo-tom 900l CUL~ 
<Wilh eN atu 'tal !BalanCE. 

RICHIE FLORENCE 
DALE PAITEN 

~ 

REDONDO BEACH, CA 90277 

, . -

LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 
Continued from Page 2 

consider it the greatest show 
on earth. This is my reason 
for wanting the USO 
Tournament to get better as 
time goes on. 

I have been playing the 
game for 5 years and my high 
run is 42 balls. I know the skill 
and effort that this game 
demands. These Billiard Pros 
are not 'pool players to me 
because I regard them as 
great artists with such a 
delicate touch that at times it 
staggers the imagination at 
the feats. they can perform. 

I would like to thank all the 
past officers of the BCA for 
their efforts, I wish the 
present officers the best of 
success and hope that . they 
continue this great work. 

Thank you for your time 
and for a great Billiard 
paper . 
Sincerel , 

W.GLE N BANNAN 
Cresson, Pa. 

Ed. ate: For disposition of 
this money, please see the 
commentary column on Pg. 2 

* * * 

feature was added which to 
our knowledge was a new and 
original idea . This is the 
special trophy for the player 
coming the longest distance . 
Naturally the write r liked this 
promotional stunt having won 
this prize for longest trip 
from Los Angeles . So it is 
hoped you will henceforth 
bow and be properly over
whelmed when in the 
presen<;e of a star of this , 
magnitude . 

The University Bowl is a 
beautiful building and there is 
promise of continued' 
expansion of larger billiard 
facilities. The enthusiasm for 
billiards in this grea t resort 
area is among both the 
retired elite and the brilliant 
younger talent. Especially 
pleasing to this old codger 
was no hats on, no loud racket 
and no booze at the tables. 
The present three tables are 
going continually for ten or 
twelve hours daily . 

Perhaps the most 
incredible feature of all was 
the extensive press coverage. 
Your paper would not have 
room to reproduce the full 
page of pictures and article 

The writer has just returned ./ en,closed "Experts Say. ~nd 
from the First Southeastern Kids Back to the Billiard 
U.S. ABA 3 Cushion Room ." And this from only 
Championships in Boca one edition of the front page 
Raton , Florida. ?f sports section of the Palm 

It was gratifying to see the Beach T~es... A ~ouple ?f 
magnificent start which our other local papers were m 
host-()wners , Mr . and Mrs. daily attendance . 
Max Brooke made . Their 
hospitality was something to 
behold . Las t month you 
read about the final scores 
and prizes . However , a 

Look for this affair to be 
greater next year . 

ALSCHMIDT 
Southgate, CA 

In your National Billiard 
News, August, 1974, page 14, 
Bruce Venzke expressed (to 
Steve Mizerak) that a billiard 

' player does not reach his 
peak until he is 45 or 50. In his 
book ' on Snooker, John 
Pulman (World Professional 
Snooker Champion between 
1958 and 1968) tells that a 
player does not reach his 
peak until he is at least forty
five years of age. 

Well it seems there is a 
general agreement between 
players about this matter. 
But do you know there was 
once a scientific study of that 
particular aspec t of the 
game. You will find enclosed 
an extract of an article 
published in the October, 
1938, issue of "The Research 
Quarterly", journal of The 
American Associa tion for 
Health and Physical 
Education, pages 14 and 15. 

As you will see there is an 
interesting diagram showing 
different ages at which world 

~records were broken or world 
championships were won. 
You can read the conclu
sions : the age range for world 
championship performance is 
from 19 to 55, l,>ut the ~ge 
range for the breaking of 
world records is from 26 to 49. 
At that time, they did not 
know that Willie Hoppe would 
win his last world champion
ship at 65! Not bad. 

All that suggests to me that 
billiard is a very nice 'game, 

Continued on Page 16 

For Casb Control in your 
Billiard Rooms ... 

ELIMINATES: 
Modern Cash 
Management 

in Your Billiard Room • Old fashioned time card 
system. 

• Expensive errors and time 
consuming card checking, 

• Losses due to miscalculat ions 
or indifference, 

Easy to install ' Easy to use' ACCU-TOll is 
compact with complete push-but~on controls' 

5 year warranty on all parts' 
Find out how inexpensive it is to own 

the most sophisticated cash control system. 

ACCURATELY COMPUTES CHARGES FROM 
; 1 TO 20 TABLES SIMULTANEOUSLY -INCREASE 
~ YOUR PROFITS 15% A MONTH OR MORE! 

ACCU-TOLL automatically charges for the use of the 
table PLUS each player' That means you make more 
money' One turn of the knob and you also get evening 
rates without disturbing the game already in progress' 

Also avail able - Full Li ne of Bill iard Supplies 

r------------------~ I I am in terested in learning more about ACCU-TOLL I 
Please send me 'further Information on It. · • 

I ' 
I 

Palmer Bi ll iard Corporation I 
Dept. BN , 37 Westfield Avenue I Elizabet h , New Jer~y 07208; (201) 289-4555 I 

I Co . Name . . • • . •• . •••• • ••• •.. •• • .•• • •• .••• • . • ' . 
I Name • ••• • • ••••• .. • •• • • • • •·· • • ••• ••• •• · • • •· I 

St reet . ...... . . . .... . ... . . .... . .... .. .... . . . . 

• Ci ty .•. • •.• • • •• • • • • • • ••••·•••••• • •• • ••• •· • • • 
• Stat e •• •••••• • ••••••• • ••• Zip • •• •••• '. • • • • • • • • 
• Phone No •. •.•.•• .. ..• • .•• • No. of Tab les . . • • • • .I 

------------~------

Palmer Billiard Corporation 
Dept. BN 
37 Westfield Avenue 
Elizabeth, New Jersey 07208 
Phone (201) 289-4555 

. -~ 
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3-Cushion At 
Vanderbilt College 

MORE LETTERS . 
TO THE . EDITORS 

Continued from Page 4 

man teams compete, Hackett 
and Ohyama will be Vander
bilt ~s cue representatives . 

Approximately 25 players 
fr om seven states have 
attenlled the weekly classes 
since they started in 1973 at 
the West Towers basement 
recreation room.-.Play at that 
time was on a very old table 
which was rebuilt by the 
university for Little 's classes. 
When the Sarra tt Center 
Qpened in the fall of 1974, a 
new billiard table was 
included in new equipment 
purchased for the modern 
and beautiful recreation 
room on the fifth floor . 

It was during the 1974-75 
season that Little decided to 
start with freshmen in 
maki ng team plans . He 
learned from the previous 
year when his best players 
were seniors and graduation 
took them away. During 1974-
75 , the freshmen developed 
ra pidly . After vacation they 
made real progress from the 
start of ~ 1975-76 year. Four 
of the five players are sopho
mores and Little is confident 
he will have one of the best 
teams in the country the next 
two years . 

In the near future, Dean 

Sandlin pla'ns t6 contact 
fr iends at other universities 
toward developing billiard 
competition like that enjoyed . 
in other sports. 

Little attends three-rail and 
pocket-pool tournaments in 
scattered sections of the 
United States and is familiar 
with other highly successful 
tqurnaments involving 
educational institutions . 

The three-hour sessions at 
Sarratt Center on Wednesday 
nights cannot be given the 
credit for the development of 
his team, Little says. ' He 
PQints . out that all those 
named to the team have 
work~d hard .during classes 
'and practice sessions at the 
recreation center . -Then he is 
fas f to compliment the 
players for three and four
hour "serious study" sessions 
every Saturd~y morning at 
Nick Morris' 20th Century 
Club at Twenty-First Avenue 
and- Hillsboro. During the 
Saturday sessions the players 
concentrate on more 
advanGed problems of " the 
diamond system" . This has 
had lots to do with their 
aclvancement during the , 
present school y ear , which 
brought about the decision by 
Little and Dean Sandlin to 
officially name a team. 

Continued from Page 5 

wha eyer age you are. 
Yo .ill find enclosed a 

no e yo ' 0 d be nice to give 
to he cire ating manager of 
The :\a ' 0 B' 'ard :\ews. 

. Thank you. 
P IERRE '. 'IORI~ 

Provo ebec. Canada 

Ed. Note : F 0110\ ing ' the 
article referred to. 

PR OFESSIO AL 
BILLIARDISTS 

In the July , 1934, iss e 0 

the Billiards Magazine is a 
lis t of the birth dates of more 
than 100 noted billia rd ists. 
Supplementar y lists ha v e 
been published subsequently 
in t he sam e magazine . 
Menke's All Sports Record 
Book for 1935 gives the years 
during which various billiar
dists were champions and 
also the years during which 
various professional world 
billiard records were broken. 
In studying the billiardists, as 
in studying the other perfor
mers that ~are mentioned 
herein, one c redit was assig
ned to a given age group if a 
billiardist of that particular 
age group broke a world 
record. If the sa me individual 
broke world records a t 
severa l different age levels, 

one credit was allotted to retained by players of 'ages 25 
• each appropriate group. If a to 29 inclusive, and tha t world 

given pla yer broke three r.ecords at billiards are most 
world reco rds during a single hkely to be broken by players 
y ear , three cre d its were - wh7n the~ are f~om ages 30 to 
allotted to his age group. 34 InclUSIve. FIgure 12 sug-

. gests o.nce again tha t the very 
,.----------__ 15est performance is likely to 

be a ttained during a 
somewha t narrower age 
range than is performance of 
lesser merit. Thus , the age 

Worl d Records .4_ _ range for world champion
orld Ch amp ionships - ship performance is from 19 

to 55, but the'age range for the 
breaking of world, records is 
from 26 to 49. 

_ oO'!!. 

80 

60 

4 0 

15 20 25 30 35 40 45 , 50 5560 ' 

F I G U R E 12. A . chronolog ical ages 
at w ich 136 pro essional world cham
p io n ships at b illi ards were w on o r re ' 
t ained ; S , ages at which 4 2 w orl d re
cords were establi sh ed . 

In Figure 12 the dash line 
reveals the chronological 
ages a t which 42 professional 

-. world billiard records were 
broken . The solid line of 
Figure 12 reveals the ages at 
whicb 136 professional world 
championships were either 
won or retained . Figure 12 
sugges ts tha t professional 
world billiard championships 
are most likely to be won or 

* * * 
Dear Mr. Mullen: 

A million thanks for your 
answer to Bob Barber of 
Highlands, New J ersey, in 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
in the April issue of NBN. 
While your answer Wps 
suffinct and to the point, I feel 
it was all to'o brief. I would 
like to add a major point or 
two. 

In the first place Mr . 
Sarber seems to be sounding 
the death knell for the old
fashioned billiard room or, as 
I prefer my establishment to 
be called, pool r oom. If such 
is the case, the stalwarts of 
the industry (as Mr . ·Barber 
refers to the retailers of home 
equipment) are in seriou~ 

Continued on Page 20 

Don't buy ' . . 
~U!i'm!e ~~mputer! 

. -

MICROTIME COMPUTER~ 
For the f irst ti me, b il liards and bowling proprJetors can get a t ime . 
com puter that 's attracti v~ , com pact, rel iq.ble, anc;l easy to use. 

. ' Set You r Own Rates! Complete control 
of rates . With other machines, changes 
require expensive service calls. Wi th 
MICROTIME, you do it yourself- in 10 
seconds . 

• Reliable! The only t ime computer that's 
completely non-mechanical. No moving 
parts! Ful l one-year warranty. . 

• Convenient! Just as easy to use as an ordinary c'ash register. 

MICROTIME: s pace~age technology, 
at a price that 's down to earth! 

-TitfMICROTIME COMPUTE':t 
MICROTIME INC. 
3336 Commercial Avenue 
Northbrook, I L 60062 

In Canada: 
2066 Eric Cresgent 
Ottawa, ~N K18 484 

More information? contact your dealer, or call -collect: (613) 741 -9446 
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,George Brunt Best 
In . Nine-Ball ·Open 
Continued from Page 1 

But suddenly the famous 
West smoothness surfaced, 
and he ran off 2 racks ; but he 
was still behind 8-10. 

Then a nineball on the next 
break, then another rack
run ; it's suddenly 10-10 and 
George hasn 't shot in four 
games. After the break of the 
deciding ga me, and a great 
shot on the one-ball, the cue 
rolled just behind the edge of 
the deuce. Dallas carefully 
pushed out ; Pawelski tried a 

_ similar shot, but Dallas fired 
up and out, for five games in a 
row and an 11-10 victory. 

That put . Mielke against 
Boelter in the semifinal 
round , along with a Brunt
West match-up. 

Boelter outlasted Mielke in 
a match that was a true study 
in contrasts ; it was probably 
like Harpo Marx playing 
Chief Justice Warren Berger. 
In any event, the low-key 
approach of Boelter-Berger 
bested the exuberance of 
Mielke-Marx this time for an 
11-9 win, and Boelter was in 
the final match. 

the result was the same, as 
Brunt's momentum and 
steady skill carried him to a 
10-2 lead. 

But Boelter was still not 
about to play dead , and he 
took four games in a row to 
make it a much more 
respectable 10-6. Then Brunt 
got the chance he needed, and 
wrapped up the 
championship 11-6. He was an 
undefeated and mos t 
deserving champion. 

The finish : 
1. George Brunt ...... . .. $360 
2. Marshall Boelter . . .... 200 
3. Dallas West ......... . . 125 
4. Bill Mielke ............. 75 

. 
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At the same time, George 
Brunt was getting his 
considerable nine-ball talents 
into high gear with an 11-3 
pounding of Jeff 'Carter. Also 
Mielke turned back 
Fitzpatrick 11-8 , while 
Boelter did in Dobosenski it-
7. 

. His opponent was expected 
by most · everybody to be 
West , but George Brunt 
continued to sizzle as he fired 
up a nice upset win (also 11-9) 
over the Rockford Rocket. 

The finals between Brunt 
and Boelter were a rematch 
of tbe final match in their 
preliminary -bracket: both 
undefeated until the last. And 

5. George Pa welski .. . .... 45 
6. Ron Dobosenski ..... . .. 45 
7. Jim Fitzpatrick ........ .45 
8. Jeff Car ter ...... . .. . ... 45 
9. Steve Gumphrey . . . .... 35 
1O. Jeff Mohl ...... . . . ..... 35 

TOURNEY-Doug Brink, Raytown, Mo., eyes a shot in a 
student open straight pool tournament at KCQ Family 
Billiards Center, 6551 State. Brink, a junior at Raytown South 
High School, won ' the tournament and received a $312.50 
scholarship to the college of his choice. 

GENUINE BRASS 
CUSPIDOR 

CUSTOM MADE 
BEAD SCORER 

Father's Day 
Or Any Other Day 

MAIN OFFICE : 3297 TWELVE MILE RD., BERKLEY, MICH. 48072 PHONE (313) 545-7222 

SEND CASH OR MONEY ORDER WI T H ORDER 
Gift Suggestions 

Reg. 
$28.50 

NOW 

CERAMIC ASH TRAYS "POOL ROOM" 

Plus 1.60 Freight 

7" x 15" 

"No Women , 
No Minors, _ 

No Cursing" 

N~. 255 - POOL PARLOUR - 12" x 28" $11.95 $840 
Also Available in 

"TABLES FOR LADIES" & "PLEASE USE SPITTOON" (WOODEN PLAK) 

JACKIE GLEASON as 

"Minnesota Fats" 

PAUL NEWMAN 
as "Fast Eddie" 

------------~------------~ 
nSMOOTHIES" 

For The Best in Shaft Care 
. $1 00 . 

EACH 

IMPORTED BRONZE 
q"V<V . FRENCH TI PS 

AVAJLABLE IN DARK WALNUT, 
GOLDEN OAK and CHERRY 

~<:) 

# ' 2 FOR $1 00 

Q ~:;~:- ~C_O_wM-;n~-;~-gE_p~-,~-et L-B~--'~~-~-' ~_yF_M_O~_~_~_LI_A_~_D_ . . _B_~_O_~5_~--t- $ 250 
EACH 

J 

FA~'T DRAW Inside Pocket Billiards by Mizerak . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.95 · 
~ Position Play For Hi-Runs by Hol iday ...... .. . . . .. 1.95 

CUE BALL - MinneSOta Fats on Pool by Fats . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. 1.95 
Brunswick·Balke-Collender Reprint 

. Regul~tion 

NOW $595 

Draw It Up 
Your Arm 

1923·24 Catalog .... ... .. . .... . . . . . . .. . ... .. 3.50 
History of Billiards by Hendricks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 5.50 
Cannifax Charts-3 Cushion Diamon System .. , . .. " 1.00 
Official Rule Book-B.C.A .. . . .. . . . .. . . . '. . . . . . . . 1.95 
Game of Billiards by Cottingham . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.95 
Computing Bank Shots by Raftis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2.00 
Bil l iards as it Should Be Played 

by Willie Hoppe ...... .. .. . .. .. ... . .... ... 4.95 
McGoorty by Bob Byrne .. ... ... . .. ........... ; . 6.95 

BRAD -
. Cue Scuffer 

It requires only a 
few seconds effort 
t o give new BRAD 
Tips an ideal matte 
surface with this 
para bolic scuffer. 
The shape is de
signed to retain 
proper tip contour. 

1 
I 
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Venzke's View 
Continued from Page 6 

He broke the balls and made a stri~then three more 'fore he 
missed 

His brother said; "Don't shoot so hard. And watch, don't break 
that wrist!" 

The other player must have been his senior by thirty years 
His stroke was sure, his eye was good-he had no gamblin' , 

fears 
The darkness grew to early dawn, the crowd had thinned a lot 
The kid suggested 9 ball-four man ring game-bigger pot 
And so it went 'til after noon-entranced I watched them play 
First game I ever sweated! I'm a pool nut to this day 

- Well, soon my friends were calling on the phone with, "Where 
ya been? . . 

Have you been sick or on a trip? We can't remember when 
You didn't come around to dance; or make us laugh, or go 
To breakfast with us after hours. Say, when ya gonna show? " 
And I'd reply , "Gee, golly, gosh! It's nice to know you 're 

missed ' 
But I'm not interested anymore in the boogie or the twist. 
I've found another night life full of action, seldom slow 
I love to watch the boys play pool. If a match sounds good I'll 

@ - ' -
As far as Reno or 'round the block. I'm hooked and can't deny 
I'm fascinated by the hour. Tell all the gang good-bye. " 

It's been ten years since that first game-my friends think I'm 
a fool 

To get a call at one A.M. , get dressed and go watch pool 
But if the action's good enough, or my favorite hero plays , 
And I don 't get that late night call, I'll be depressed for days 
Beer bars, lounges, billiard denS- I've never felt alone 
The players and the gamblers say, "Where there's action, 

she's at home!" 
. I've seen a shady deal or two, like .a stake horse getting 

dumped - ~ 

And heard of winners leaving rooms to get ripped off and 
thumoed 

Yes, I've seen players go for broke-bet watches, rings and 
cues 

Why, one night at the Palace saw a session played for shoes 
And I've heard -losers snivel out, "By damn, we'll meet 

again .. . " 
Then watched the winner smile and say, "Just name the place 

and when." 

Now you might think that I've digressed from my story of 
number ONE 

I want you to appreciate-set the mood is all I've done 
I know his wife and family- finer clan there's never been 
And anyone who knows me knows how proudly I call them 

friend . . 
The men have lots of gamblin' blood-won't pass a sucker's 

bet . 
Will match up with advantage to win the wad, and yet 
There's many times I've been around and heard these 

brothers say . 
-To the loser, "Take this sawbuck, kid. Hope you have a betfer 

day ."-
I've never heard them interfere with a match that's being 

made 
Or bad mouth a~ybody 'less a debt they haven't paid 
And no bad words are heard 'bout them in pool rooms 

anywhere 
When players talk they always say, "Those guys are welcome' 

here." 
I've seen my hero loan his cue, then sit and watch the game 
Never shark to caution roughness 'tho his eyes will often flame 

r' 
~ 
~ 
~ . 

.. -
Con tinued on Page 19 

M_ -- .... .... 
SOLD. I N BI LLiARD ROOMS 

THROUGHOUT TH E USA 

Kelly Cue 'Cases 

i 23:7 N. 54~ 
Milwaukee, Wise. 53210 

- w.. .. .. 

Full Color Brochure 

.. .. .. .. 

• 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Classified rates are $15c per word. 25c per word bold face. 
Minimum rate - $4.50 
DISPLAY AD RATE: $6.00 pe; column inch. 2 inch minimum. 

MAIL CHECK OR MONEY O~DER TO: NATIONAL BILLIARD NEWS 

CA L CULAGRAPH in 
exce l lent condit i on $300. 
GANDY 5x 8 BILLIARD 
TABLE like new, in excellent 
cond i ti on . $350. .D&L 
D IST R I BUTI NG CO ., Inc . 
Box 6007 Harr isburg, Pa. 
171 12 (717) 545-4264. 

Pool 8a II Dress-sport shi r ts, 
t rev illa ma ter ial, Beige, Pa le 
Green, Pale Blue and Cora l. 
Large only S 19 inc I udes 

mailing Box 17631 , National 
Billiard News. 3297 12 Mile 
Rd., Berkley, Mich. 48072 

3297 W. 12 Mile Road, Berkley, Michigan 48072 

WANTED - 6 x 12 snooker 
table. Brunswick arcade 
model preferred, other 
models will be accepted . 
WR I T E TO : Conr.ad 
Fal kiew icz, 79 Woodmere 
Lane. Tenafl y. N.J . 07670 

If this was your ad. zillions of 
pool type people would have 
read it. What are you waiting 
for? -

"FOOTBALL POCKET 
BILLIARDS" Challenging 
new game combining pool 
and football. Send $1.25 for 
your pamphlet . 
GAME KRAFT, P.O. Box 716, 
Niles, MI 49120 

3 - 4x8 Slate pool tables . 30 
yrs. old . $695 . 1 Bru'nswick 
snooker table $895. Leesburg 
Family Billiards. 200 N. 2nd 
St., Leesburg. Fla . 32748, 904-
787-6332. 

Answers to ' Quiz on Page 8 
ANSWERS 

1. No. Legal size is 4 and 7-
8" to 5 and 1-8". 

2. Carom billiards. 
3. 9 foot table. 

4. No. Legal weight may be 
from 5% to 6 ounces per ball. 

5. Balls must be from a 
minimum of 2.245" to a 
maximum of 2.255" ; the 

object balls are legal, but the 
cue is not. 

6. No. Minimum height · is 
30.75", maximum is 31.25". 

7. Yes. The rule book places 
no maximum length for cues. 

8. Afraid so. There is no 
legal specificat ion as to 
minimum candlepower on the 
playing sur.face of the table. 

9. Afraid not. Beyond size 
and weight , the BCA makes 
no requirements as to 
condition or uniformity of 
balls for use in sanctioned 
tournaments. 

10. Your opponent. The BCA 
rule book doesn 't specify as to 
the type or style of 
mechanical bridge that may 
,,~ used . 
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Venzke~ View 
"Continued from Page 18 

One time, to a friend, he sold his Joss-was lost without a cue 
I had a beat up Gina, and I asked if it would do 
He liked it so I sold it with the understanding that 

World Straight Pool 
Association Forms 

Should he ever tire of it, I could always buy it back 
He had the chance to turn a buck-to get more than he gave 
But he called me, as he promised for a friendship sure to save 
I've seen him play for hours straight and never drop a pill 
Or when a player needs a ride, and no one will leave, he will 
If a. local trophy team should call 'cause a player didn't show 
And no one else will substitute, if he 's free he'll always go 
I've seen him out of stroke and stuck-the atqlOsphere filled 

with gloom 
But he's never too up tight to smile when a friend walks in the 

room 
He loves the garrie. His friends love him. He's awfully hard to 

beat 
His personality shines like gold. He's clean, polite and neat 
Yes , I've watched lots of champions play...c....I've paid and got in 

free 
But if my hero's in a game, you bet that's where I'll be! 
Copyright 1976 . Smokey Baker 

Our thanks to Smokey Baker for that fine labor of love -
hope she enjoys the year of the NBN as much as we did her 

Continued fro~ Page 3 

Association recognizes the 
following players as current 
champions: the Men's World 
- Ray Martin; the Men 's 
National - Dallas West; the 
National Jr. Boy 's - Mark 
Beilfuss; the Women 's World 

Mieko Harada ; the 
Women"s National - Jean 
Balukas. The forthcom ing 
Billiard . Congress of 
American Men 's U.S. Open 
will be recognized as a 
National championsh ip . 
However, as ' of the time of 
this release, we will not 

recognize the Women's 
division as a bonafide contest 
for the following reasons : 

1. After the Billiard 
Congress of America deCIded 
to drop this year 's Women 's 
U.S. Open division. 
Montgomery Ward was 
willing to fund $5 ,000 toward 
the purse if it was to be 
continued. 

2. The Billiard Congress of 
America accepted this $5,000 
grant from Montgomery 
Ward, and also rec~ived 
$2 500 in sanction fees from 
wo men ' s qualifying 
tournaments for this year's 

U.S. Open . 
3. This is a total of $7,500. 

The current prize fund is 
$3,000. This is c'omplete 
disgrace and a direct slam at 
women straight pool players. 

We ask the Billiard 
Congress of America, "What 
happened to the other 
$4,500?" 

Players or fans with 
comments or suggestions 
may write' directl~ to : Joseph 
F. Farhat, Acting Executive 
Director, World Straight Pool 
Assoc. 2004 N. Larch St., 
Lansing, Michigan- 48906. 
(517 ) 487-3528. 

poem. . 
The second winner is in the category of Humorous, Short 

and Uncopyrighted Poem. It's the work of 'Bob Milne of 
Leonard,' Michigan, and is about a fellow who has worked at 
various billiard establishments around Detroit, Mr. Bill 
Koepke. 

The National Billiard News 
IS THE WORLD'S LARGEST 

According to Bob, people call Koepke "Billiard" amongst 
quite a number of other nicknames. Here is his story: 

POOL, BILLIARD, AND 
SNOOKER PUBLICATION, 
SERVING THE UNITED STATES, 

CANADA AND OVER 

The Saga of Billiard Bill 
Listen, my children 
And I'll tell you the story 
Of Billiard Bill 
When he stroked for the glory; 
When that 3-cushion maestro 
Strode up to the table 
With this wallopping fish 
Who was barely able' 
To holdup the cuestick, 

17 FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 
With ou r computerized mailing system and subscription 
l ist that is 250% larger than any other American billiard 
publicat ion, we offer the f inest and most comprehensive 
servi ce and cove rage to the sport and the industry . 

Our brave man, so rash, . Continued on Page 20 
FOR NEWS & ADVERTISING, WE'RE No.1 

NTRODUCING THE SLI K S11 K Q SHAFT CLEANER 
-THE PROS COULDN'T BELIEVE IT-

THE SLiK STIK WAS A GOOD HIT AT THE . 
$33,000 WORLD OPEN 8-BALL-9-BALL TOURNAMENT, BEND, OREGON 

BILL (Weenie Beenie) STATON . 

Sells for Just 
$245 Post Paid 

* Eliminates need for sandpaper, 
steel wool and bulky cloth 

* Fits pocket or case 
'* L-O-N-G lasting 

LUTHER (Wimpy) LASSITER 

GOT A SHAFT YOUR PROUD OF- KEEP IT CLEAN 

DON'T MISS-Q ORDER NOW!! 
Mail to: ' 

Send. . . . . . . . .. SLI K STIK Q SHAFT CLEANER 

Enclosed is $ ............... at $2.45 each post paid SLI K STI K . 
NAME. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. P.O. Box 14494 
ADDRESS .......................... . ... . .... . . Spokane, Wash. 
CITY ....... , ..... : .. STATE .. , . : ... ZIP .... . .. 99216 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

JIM MATAYA 

LOUIE (St. Louie) ROBERTS 

/ 
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Venzke ~ -View 

Continued from Page 19 

Vowed once and for all 
He would play for The Cash-

They handed the bag man 
Cash rolls that would rattle 
The nerves of a robot, 
Then readied for battle ; 
They lagged for the break shot, 
And· Billiard won, 
But the " fish" shot 3-cushions, 
Score : ought to one ; 
The " fish" kept on stroking; 
the "fisher's" in trouble! 
He's scoring in 6's, 
And they've made the bet double! 

They blasted in billiards , 
An interminable on-set! 
The hustler being hustled, 
But Billiard's not through yet
From out of the netherworlds 
Came incredible spirit, 
And he driHed the long ones , 
The crowd-you should hear it ! 

He roared to the one-hole, 
The proverbial cash-line! 
And it's-"Go for the Roses ,"
The score's four-nine to four-nine! 
He saw the seven-railer 
As the only way out, 
And shot-"MY-GOD-HE-Mi'\DE-IT! !" 
But the ref-what's this all about? 

The Billiard walks big, . 
And The Billiard walks taU, 
· But TheBllliard walks- broke
He seven-railed the wrong ball! 

Bob Milne wins a one-year free subscription to the NBN 
tor the true-story poem. He took a poke at himself , also , in a 
· second poem he sent. So in fairness to The Billiard, here goes : 

Distinguished Men and Authors 

Distinguished men and authors 
Stand at my door in line, 
Seeking of my autograph, 
Or photographs of mine; 
The Guiness Book of Records 
And the Who's Who men so fine , 
Have come to see the World's Greatest 
Choker of the Nine! 

· Our thanks to everybody who sent their poems. There 
were quite a few others that narrowly missed winning, and 
perhaps we'll have space to print some of them in comi~g 
issues . I particularly liked those by Rene BUlman of BIg 
Spring, Texas, Al Molli of St. Petersburg, Florida, and Mardy 
Sears of Eau Claire, Wisconsin. 

And if you just didn't quite get around to it, or have a half
finished poem or half an idea germinating, complete it and 
keep it for our 2nd Animal next year . 

That's this month's view (listen?) from the bleachers: join 
me in July for a pre-V.S. Open game of 20 Questions all about 
the first 10 Opens ... l'll save you a seat. 

The Finest In 
HARD 

CUE CASES 
'NEW LINES ~ NOW IN PRODUCTION! 

SALESMAN'S DISP.LAY CASE - HOLDS TWELVE 
COMPLETE CUE STICKS. 

QUEEN SERIES - SEMI-TUBULAR IN ALLIGATOR 
COVERED ~ATERIAL, AtL VELVET LINING. 

YANEZ CASES 
Dealers Please Inquire 

8536 CENTRAL AVENUE 
ST ANTON, CALIFORNIA 90680 (714) 828-9241 
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STILL MORE LETTERS 
TO THE. EDITORS 

Contined from Page 16 

trouble . Without operators 
like yours truly to teach 
beginners some of the finer 
points of the game, and to 
help average players 
improve their games , there 
would be no home market for 
equipment. _ I consider the 
pool room operator to be the 
backbone of the industry. 

Secondly , Mr. ' Barber 
expounds upon the impor
tance of the home equipment 
salesman to the industry. 
Let's get one thing straight 
about home equipment- and 
the men who sell it. Seventy
five percent of the so-called 
home equipment on the 
market is junk. The salesmen. 
who foster it on an 
unsuspecting public don't do 
the game of pool any favors . I 
have many former customers 
who no longer play because a 
glib "swimming pool " 
salesman talked them into 
buying a "department store" 
table. After the new wears off 
and the customer discovers 
he is the proud possessor of 
an unplayable table, he quits 
the game in disgust. 

This problem ·exists not 
only in the area of tables but 
also in cues and other.playing 
equipment. As an operator, I 
spend a good part of my time 
telling customers that the cue . 
they bought from the local 
discount store or sporting 
goods store is not worth 
repairing .. . or that the $17.95 

set of balls they bought 
contains three or four balls 
that are out of round. Mr. 
Barber can extoll the 
contribution of the 
"swimming pool ", salesmen 
to the high heavens but I 
consider the average one to 
be a hit and run artist... one 
that makes the sale, gets the 
cash and hits the road, never 
to be seen again. 

And to the coverage of 
tournaments, keep up the 
good work. ~he reports of 
same are read with avid 
interest by the players in my 
establishment. This type of 
coverage is also encOl~raging 
to operators, who, rather than 
being on an ego kick, are 
merely trying to promote the 
sport that gives them their 
living. 

Thanks for a good 
public·ation .. . one that is 
rapidly becoming a 
cornerstone of the industry. 

Sincerely, 
A.J.HOLT, 

Downtown Billiards 
Panama City, Florida 

* * * 
I was introduced to the 

National Billiard News by the 
owner and manager of 
Jimmy's Golden Cue , in 
Washington , D.C. 

The reason for this corres
pondence is to seek 
information concerning some 
organization or charity group 

, 
for a pool exhibition for 
Senior Citizens during the 
month of August or 
September of this year ... The 
D.C . Department of Rec
reation , Special Program 
Division , is now sponsoring a 
center wide pool tournament 
for the elderly to encourage 
social interaction. 

An 8-ball tournament is 
- tentatively planned for the 

month of June , therefore I am 
writing this letter hoping you 
can assist us in any way 

·possible in providing us with 
some information of some 
club or organization tha t 
could put on an exhibition for 
the Senior Citizens. 

Yours truly, 
REGINALD ADAMS 

Co-ordinator 
Washington, D.C. 

* * * 
Dear Folks : 
After nearly five years 

without some type of billiard 
room, in a town of nearly 
20,000 people, I would like to 
take this time to tell you of the 
sad situation here in 
Kalispell , Montana . 

You are probably saying 
" I've never heard of 
Kalispell, Montana?! " Well , 
for those of us who are 
sincerely interested 'in the 
game of pool, it's quite a 
letdown to try to maintain a 
level of interest in this fine 

Continued on Page 22 

, -

. Here's liThe Hustler"-Original Sarnoff 
16"x20" Full Color 
Lithograph, $3.50 
"The Hustler" is one of 5 deluxe, doggy, delightful 
multi ·color reproductions from Arthur Sarnoff's amus· 
ing art istry. Each lithograph is over 2 square feet of 
decorative entertainment that everyone will enjoy. Use 
coupon to order by' Letter Symbol : 

(A) "The Hustler" (B) "The Scratching Beagle" 
(C) "Jack The R ipper~ ' (D) "Hey! One Leg On The 
Floor" (E) "Scratched At Dawn" 

$3.50 for 1 print; 2, 3 or 4 prints, $3.00 each; Complete 
Gallery Set, 5 prints, $14.00. 

----------------------1 
Billiard Archives, 1113 Dodson I 
San Pedro, Calif. 90732 I 
Phone: (213) 833-4518 I 
Payment enclosed, S for _ _ Prints : I 

I ---..A; ----.8; __ C; _ _ D; __ E. I 

Name 
I 
I 

A.U~---~-------------- I Address I 
~ _________ ~-.~~ _ __ ~~ I 
City State Z ip I 

'We Pay Postage. Californ ia 
residents add 6 % sales t ax. 

I 
I 
I 

D Send tree catalog of Billiard Books, Pictures. I _ ____________ ______ __ J 
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BULL SHOTS 
Continued from Page 5 

Fact No.5 We don 't even have a rule book that makes 
sense. SUMMATION: WE AINT GOING NOWHERE UNLESS 
WE GO TOGETHER. I offer this as a solution to the 
problem ... We form an Ad Ho~_ committee made up of the 
disidents listed above, some respected players, dealers , and 
manufacturers to provide an immediate communications 
linkage. _ , . 

If we fill a room with Pete Margo, Ray Martm, Joe 
Turn'er Bill Stigall , Palmer Byrd, Madeline Whitlow, Joe 
Farhat: ·Conrad Burkman, Ray Abrams, Bud Lundahl, Mike 
Asch , Larry Miller and .myself (and who ever else wishes to 
join the group). abide by a set of parlimentary rules and get 
this bundle of energy going in the one direction instead of six or 
seven we can accomplish what everyone wants, a better break 
for the game and the prof~ssionals who play it. 

Common everyday ordinary life as pictured in the boob 
tube indicates that even the artistic , beautiful people that 
shape our minds through TV have ~ecogn.ized that "pool: ' ~s 
here and an integral part of Amencan hfe. No longer IS It 
Apple Pie, Red, White and Blue and Baseba!l but-all that has 
been repla'ced by Cops and Robbers , Black and Blue, a coke 
spoon and a poolroom. I was lying around the house not doing 
a thing but communicating with John L. C. Sylvonie when I 
noticed that the copper "Baretta" was playing pool on Channel 
7 with Slim Pickens. Slim Pickens was the villain and he 
frequented this bar and poolroom combination den of iniquity 
playing a little nine ball with the boys. The copper wanted to 
get on his nerves and he was commiting the unspeakable act of 
talking to the villain while he was attempting a combination 
carom to sink the nineball. This obviously bothered the villain 
but he hid it well by chewing on the butt end of his cue stick .. 
This was enough for me so I switched channels to search for a 
program with more entertainment · and less social 
significance. -

Channel 4 had another pool game going on between this 
other copper, this time in uniform, Bumper Morgan , the "Blue 
Knight", and a couple of juveniles. These all-American kids 
had been acting up ,in a bowling alley, duelling with their cues 
on the lanes , preventing everyone in the bowling lanes from 
finishing their games and collecting their bets. Welllll , the 
"Blue Knight" gives this punk a proposition game and if the 
cop beats the kid the kids hit the streets . From the action on 
the pool table I thought that the Police Academy ha~ pocket · 
billiards first on its curriculum, Bumper Morgan shot out the 
lights and the kids. And they lived happily ever after until I 
switched channels again to the "News". According to the 

- commentary by the newscasters I was better off back in the 
pool room on the other stations with the bad guys because 
during an election year the guys that hand around the joints 
sure look good in comparison. 

DOUG ROBERTS HAS A POOL RECORD. 
Doug Roberts, Dade City Florida's answer to Conway 

Twitty, has recorded a song for posterity called "Choke up on 
the Eight Ball' '. We were contacted by his distributor, 
Savage Records, and sent a sample copy for review. Not bad 
at all and clearly understandable. Roberts was in a very 
unusual accident while playing pool in a local tavern when a 
car ran a red light and tried to get into the game. The auto 
made it into the building and hit Doug while ' he was at the 
table . His back was hurt and while he was recuperating the 
record company sent him some songs for potential recording. 
"Choke up on the Eight Ball"was one of them and getting a 
hunch feeling Roberts agreed to record the song in his album . 
"Choke" has been a winner thus far with the first song on pool 
since Meredith Wilson's "Music Man". Catch a listen and send 
word. 

SCHOOL FOR POOL SWAMPED WITH RESPONSE 
Bill Lievense Sr ... of the Hall of Fame, Lansing, Michigan, 

called to tell us of the terrific response his full page ad had 
these past two months. The Lievense family had come up with 
a unique conc~pt of teaching the game and aU its nuances in 
conjunction with personal instruction by Tom Kolllns. Tom is 

Continued on Page 23 

*** •••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••• *** 

CRALKRINq 
Beware! This may improve your game! Ring and 2 
pieces of chalk only $1.95. Buy one for a friend, 
too . One size fits all! Send payment with your 
o(der ... delivery t ime one week. 

1365 E. Magnolia St. Paul, Minn. 55106 

•••••• * ••••••• *********************** 

-Worlct Snooker Tourney 
Continued from Page 13 
a young Arnold Palmer, he 
drew the crowd with him 
constantly . They groaned 
when he missed cheered 
wildly when he made one and 
it really didn' t matter 
whether he was ahead or 
behind at the moment they 
were with him throughout. He 
continually takes risky long 
shots and sometimes misses . 
When he missed , Reardon 

, punished him for it. But when 
he came through the crowd 
went wild and he was off and 

,running , much like our Lou 
Butera, ready to pot his next 
ball before the referee couk. . 
respot the color. 

Prior to the trip we heard 
many s tor ie abo ut how 
poorly beha ed this young 
genius was.. This was not the 
case as he wa every bit the 
gentleman. On one occasion 
when he had an early lead 
and an easy red which would . 
have given him a sizable 
break . he called a foul stroke 
on hi mself fo r . touching 
another red with his cue. The 
referee was blocked out the 
opponent was blocked ou t and 
not one fan in fifty would ha ve 
seen it. The foul cost him thp. 

game as he left Reardon wide 
open. 

, 
Higgins has a flair for dress . 

which the other pros grumble 
about and the fans love. 
Without a doubt lie has more 
natural talent of any young 
man we have ever seen. His 
grasp of the layout is 
fantastic. no pacing around 

. the table making it look 
difficult. When he comes out 
of the chair the decision has 
already been made and he 
simply steps up and executes 
the shot. During one frame in 
which Reardon needed the 
black to win and left it in the 
pocket jaw with the cue ball 
six inches behind, Alex strode 
to the table and played a four 
rail bank shot and made it. 
The crowd went wild while 
the players seated around the 
arena groaned. 

Reardon, however, was 
king. Make no mistake about 
that as he systematically 
potted the balls and strung 
the long breaks together to 
win twenty-seven to sixteen 
with ten frames left on Friday 
. afternoon. Reardon', every bit 
the champion, was always 

congenial and ready ·to chat 
with fans , press, officials or 
sponsors. 

With the champ crowned 
already and Friday evening's 
slate still ahead, the sponsor 
put up an additional $1,000.00 
and ' the two played seven 
games with Higgins winning 
the session. During the 
evening session we were 
privileged to have champion 

Joe Davis seated at the next 
. table. Joe Davis , author of 

many "how to" books on 
snooker, is to snooker what 
Willie Mosconi is to pocket 
billiards. The fans cheered 
for three 'minutes when he 
was announced and rushed 
forth for autographs and hand 
shakes. The crowd 
surrounding Joe was so great ' 
during intermission we were 
temporarily forced to vacate ' 
our table for fear of getting 
trampled by the rush. A 
stirring tribute to the game's 
all time -great. 

The final breakdown was: 
1. Reardon - 6,000 pounds . 
2. ~ggins - 2,000 pounds. 

THE MOST COMPLETE BOOK 

OF THE BACKGROUND 

.' 

OF THE BILLIARD GAME YET! 

, William Hendrick's 

History of Billiards 

Now Only 

~550 

"55! price includes postage and handling. 

Make Checks or Money Order payable to 

THE NATION'AL BILLIARD NEWS 
P.o. BOX 37·NORTHVILLE, MICHIGAN 48167 
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LAST OF THE LETTERS 
TO THE EDITORS 
Continued from Page 20 
game, without some .type of 
support. 

Now I realize the Northwest 
is not exactly the hotseat as 
far as the game of billiards 
goes, and most of the action _ 
comes about on 31f2 X 7, or 4 x 
8 fo¢ tables. However the 
only reason this 'happens is 
because there are no other 
available resources in the 
form of billiard rooms. 

Without being too 
presumptuous, I feel it safe to 
say that there is indeed 
talent, and young talent at 
that, who if given the chance 
would indeed support and 
promote the game in this 
area . With the recent 
formation' of the IPBA 1_ 
would ask, no, Beg them to 
consider some type of 
promotional engagement in , 
this area. They have stated 
that this association is 

concerned with bringing the 
game to the people. Well, 
where is it needed more than 
in an area where there is 
virtually no promotion of this 
beautiful game'? / 

If some type of reply or 
interest is received from your 
end I would be more than 
willing to do anything 
required to promote some 
kind , of exhi bition or 
tournament here. 

Contact me at this address : 
Mark S. Og~ 
214 Harmony Rd. 
Kalispell, Mont. 59901 

We have sat back long 
enough without at least 
attempting to do something. 

I am a pool player myself 
but have the ' advantage of 
living here and knowing quite 
a number of the businessmen. 
We have facilities in the form 
of the Outlaw Inn, which has 
hosted . everything from 

National Elks Conventions to 
International Businessmens 
ga therings . The area is 
located in a large valley 
called Flathead Valley with 
Glacier National Park within 

. 30 miles. 

What 'I'm trying to say is 
that the area i a beautiful 
place to live , only lacking the 
sport of Billiards. It is needed 
·here and Would Grow in the 
area if only given the chance. 

So, I leave the next move up 
to you gentlemJen. You have 
the chance to either enrich or 
ignore this request at the gain 
or loss of many fine pool 
players . 

Thank you for your time 
and I would appreciate a 
reply as soon as possible. 
Sincerely, . 

MARK S. OGLE 
Kalispell, Mont. 

Don't kill yourself because you've missed 

the larest new~ on pool. Have the 

National Billiard News 

delivered directly 'to your mail box 

by agents of the U.S. Government, 

J and don't miss a single issue. 

Only 86.00 per year. 

-FOR SALE-;; 
. Bruns.wick Chicago Table 

I • 

and I Antique Rack 

EXCEI.LENT CONDITION 
CONTACT 

DR. PAUL F. MULLER 
318 W.,62nd Street 
Indianapolis, Ind. 46260 
Phone: 
(Nite) 313-253-4045 - (Day) 31 7-871-2161 

... . , .... ~ .. ,.~~ 'U~'I.'t ""'of'O~'" "i'".:t':/ .... ..,-• ..,.~"Y':J! :"t~ ........... __ ..... ~ ~, .... "t':."y , "', 
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CAROM CORNER 
Continued from Page 15 

Mike Asch is promoting his "Bicentennial United States 
Open Three Cushion Carom Billiards Championship 
Tournament." with a guaranteed purse of $6,000.00. The title 
alone will guarantee Mike plenty of newspaper lines if nothing 
else is said, but there is plenly to say. Mr. Asch is deserving of 
any accolades he·may receive for this one. Our game needs an 
'~ Open Champion" and we need a tournament of this stature to 
go along with the National Billiard News Open so that the skill 
and talent of these cue artists who can play in such a field will 
have their proper showcase. In talking to tournament 
headquarters we learned· that at this writing there are just a 
few openings for player registration. Some of the players 
committed for the Open are : Allan Gilbert, Frank Torres 
Jimmv Cattranno. Larry "Boston Shorty" Johnson. Paul 
Melnichuk1 Don Brink, Mike Donnelly, Luis Campos . Walter 
Martin, George Ashby when he comes back from Europe, Bob 
Ameen, Calder and perhaps Abe Rosen. These are only a few 
of the names bandied about by Mike Asch and if only half of 
them were there it would be a hell of a .billiard bash. But they 
will all be there with bells on, oiled strokes, diamonds honed, 
and going for the big one. 

Mike has arranged for quarters for the contestants and the 
fans at the new Holiday Inn nearby with special rates. (BCA 
should let Mike Asch make the arrangements for the players 
at the U.S. Open in Chicago, perhaps then the players will get .a 
room rate that is special). Mike also tells us that Nobby Yousri 

, has taken the pledge and is now married and will not be able to 
compet~jn the 3-Cush Open. We hope that Yousri will regain 
his strength by August to compete in the back-to-backers in 
California. Golden Gate Open at the Palace in San Francisco 
Aug. 20 to 22 and the California Open at Tiff's in Los Angeles 
Aug. 27 thru 29. WHEN YOU RUN YOUR TONGUE AGAINST 
THE NAP OF THE CLOTH THIS IS WHAT YOU GET: HOT 
NEWS? 

GALE JOHNSON, Major Domo of the American Billiard 
Association, has had a series of exploratory examinations and 
will be out of action for a few weeks . This doesn't keep the old 
brain cells inactive. Gale and I discussed a few items by phone 
when I called about his health. Most important, Mr. Johnson, 
is most humble and gra tefUI over the tremendous response the 
ABA bas had with the contributions to the "Special Fund" we 
discus,sed in the last issue of NBN. Leo Walch, Gale 's friend 
and associate in running ABA, reports that many fans as well 
as players have sent monies in toward this good cause. Gale 

-also mentions that the offer of the Adams Cue Company and 
Dick Helmstetter of a $250 cue for the winners of the tourneys 
is due for reassessment. If Adams falls by the wayside here is 
an opportunity for someone to step in. This has proved to be 
tremendous exposure for Adams Cues and their wooden 
jointed European style billiard cue. After some of, the players 
won the cues , used and liked them, there were quite a few sold. 
Most of these were from the trun~ of Bill Hawkins ' car but we 
other dealers sold some too. 

We discussed one of Gale Johnson's dreams, that of a 
cooperative effort between ABA and the BFUSA to increase 
the activity in international billiards. George Ashby in the 
European finals is a positive step in tl}at direction with the 
possibilities of many other BFUSA tournaments throughout 
the US next year and greater representation in the inter
national finals. We all wish Gale well and a speedy recovery 
from whatever they find ' out 'it is. ; 

THE POCKET BILLIARD PEOPLE COULD TAKE 
NOTE OF THE SUCCESS OF ABA. THIS ORGANIZATION 
OVERCAME INTER'NAL STRIFE , MISUNDER
STANDINGS, POWER PLAYS, LACK OE MONEY, AND 
POOR COMMUNICATION TO BECOME AN EXAMPLE OF 
WHAT CAN' BE DONE. A few interested parties with great 
leadership tying it all together produced what are obviously 
great results. But ABA is still not satisfieq to become 
compl~cent, they want bigger purses, better conditions for. 
players, better cooperation from manufacturers in promoting 
the game but they are willing to take it one step at a time . 

I 
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Open Forum 
Continued from Page 4 

organizations. It's great to hear some youngster say, "Wow, 
did you see that shot?" instead of some "fan" saying, "That ' 
dummy should've shot the se~en ball." , 

My insides are burning right now to be able to play in 
competition, but, I have resigned myself to think of my family 
firs t. I am still interested in the overall promotion of the game, 
and will be happy to play in tournaments , providing of course, . 
that I have all of my expenses paid and a guarantee that will at 
least equal my weekly salary. Most people who are trying to 
promote a tournament will say that I'm crazy and that I'll 
never get my demands. This could be true ; I've been called 
crazy many times before. However, I'll have the satisfaction 
of knowing that I'm with my family and not across country 
hoping to be able to break even on expenses. 

I love the game and the competition. And, I have met some 
wonderful people in many of the cities in which I have played. I 
will continue playin~ exhibitions, and giving instructions 
because it enablEis me tp meet more people and make new 
friends. And, hopefully bring some pleasure and enter
tainment to those people who come to see me play. Allow me to 
reiterate, I will be happy to help promote the game and assist 
players in any way I possibly can. Please feel free to call. on 
me. 

Every billiard and tavern proprietor could get the name 
and address of every customer, and have them sign a petition 
stating that they would like to see the game on T.V. Also, have 
every billiard dealer contact each person they have sold a 
table to. This is an excellent way to keep in touch with their 
customers . . 

It would mean a lot of work for all cORcerned ; but this 
could be the solution to our problem. It would give us some 
ammunition to go to the T.V. networks with. Let's face one 
important fact; that without T.V., the game doesn't have a 
future. 

. To Ray Abrams, Fred Whalen, Bud Lundahl, Joe Farhat, 
Terry Stonier , and all of the people who sincerely love the 
sport; best wishes in all of your future· endeavors . To Jean 
Balukas ; play in the U.S . Open! And don't let anyone talk you 
out of it because this could be your biggest year ! And to all of 
my friends and acquaintances in the world of billiards-
THANK YOU! ' 

I 

THE WORLD 
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Le Cue 
Open 
Cont}nued from Page 6 

Young of Wichita and Larry 
Lovette of L'ouis, Kansas. 
After a furious effort to win 
the fi rs t session 3-2, Young 

. knew his work wasn 't quite 
over . He went in for a pit stop 
and grabbed a Coke, jogged 
back to the table and broke 
and ran three racks to take 
the ti tle. 

Next year , Bob Owen plans 
to increase- the prize monex 
and perhaps dra w some of the 
big shooters to give the locals 
a shot at glory and the money. 
The eyeballers were satisfied 
with a gre-at showing of the 
best of the nine baIlers in the 
Wichita area and-kept coming 
back for more. (This tour
nament was held Feb. 29th, 
'76 and reported by Reese 
Wilson .) . 

CUSTOM 
CUES 

by 

Paul Huebler 
P.O. Box 514 
Linn, Mo. 
65051 

Phone 
(314) 

897-3179 

Bull Shots 
Continued from Page 21 

regarded as one 0'£ the finest teachers of the game and 
formerly the professional at the Detroit Athletic Club. This is a 
program that is not directed at the novice but rather the 
serious straight pool player who can pocket some balls and 
playa little position. With lectures and demonstrations Kollins 
plans to teach techniques and strategy to enable the average 
play er to play' championship caliber pool. There is a one week 
course as well as one for two weeks with the cost-of the motel 
included in the'fee. For further information call (517) 487-4578. 

Commentary 
Continued from Page 2 
top of this , many of these people, players included, took off 
work to attend. In a lot of these cases, the time and overtime 
sacrificed by these individuals amoOnted to several hundred 
dollars . 

I would like to use up a few lines here to mention the 
officials who gave of their time and effort so unselfishly : 

. STATE POOL OFFICERS-Hank Marks, Jerry Rokita, 
George Strahinic, Paul Secan, Art Schrader, Art Hogue. 

TOURNAMENT REFEREES-Dick Wesserling, Bob 
Nettles, Jerry Raymond, John Krug, Charlie Sutphin, 
Sylvester Coil, Lou Schlosser, Roy Majors ,- Pat Sullivan. 

If I had the names of the players who had likewise 
forsaken some income to play , they too would be listed. 

I think the general feeling was expressed quite well by Ron 
Howle (runner-up this year and last), who I spoke to prior to 
the finals : " I'm in it for the sheer fun of it. I play serious pool 
also, but I really enjoy this tournament. I like the people -
the 're great. And I want to win it for the post. Last year I sot 
beat in the finals by Fred Kemp ... beat good. This year, maybe 
I'U take it aU . At any rate, Ilm here because I love the game, 
and I enjoy the comradeship this tournament affords." 

I would like to thank all of the people who made my two 
days at the tournament most enjoyable. They were perfect 
hosts . 

GO ALL THE. WAY 
f)/IYtt GANDY'S CHAMPION 

LINE OF BILLIARDS 

=£RIES., INC. 

NATIONAL TOU RNAM ENT 
CHALK 

I 

- .. 
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ma.ke your plans now 
~ . ~ 

for the 11 th 

f III II 111
11

' Iliil I I I 
. 

August 11. 12. 13. 14· Chicago 
SHERATON·CHICAGO HOTEL 

505 North MichigQ~ Avenue 0 

Watch the world's finest players as 
..... 

they compete for the u.s. OPEN 
-

BILLIARD CHAMPIONSHIP .... plus exhioits 

of the latest tables and ' accessories ... 

. plus trick-shot de~onstrations by 

. ~ 

the amazing St. Petersburg CUE.~ETTES . 

• 
RESERVED SEATS .for those ordering the All-sessi0r:' 

-

Ticket (good for all four days) - $40 00 including. tax . 

-SESSIONS-

- Wednesday and Thursday - Preliminaries 
tickets: Daytime $5.00; Even ings $6.00 

Friday - Quarter and Semi-finals 
tickets: Daytime $6.00; Even ing $7.00 

Saturday - Semi-finals and Championship 
tickets: Daytime $7.00; Evening $10.00* 

* Ladies' finals 7:30 p.m.; Men's f inals 9:30 p.m. 

. ~ . 

· i-----------------------~---~---~ I OR DE R FORM-Please send me ... .. ... . . (numbers) of I All-session tickets for the BCA U.S. OPEN CHAMPIONSH IP 

I Make checks payable to "BCA" 
1 717 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, Illinois 60611 
I / 
1 
I . Name . . .. . ... . . . . . . . ... . . ; . . ... . . .... . ...... . ... .. . . . .. . ...... . . I· Address . . . . .. . . .. .. . . . ...... ... . . . .. . ..... . ... . ... . .. . . . . . . .. . . . 

I City . . . . . ...... . . ..... ... . . . .. . . .. . ..... .. . . . ... . .. . .. . . . . . ... . 
I . . 
• St~te ............ .. : .. .. .. .. . ... .. . .. ,ZIP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .• L ______________________________ ~ 
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