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INTERNATIONAL OPEN 

N..,e.her 24, 2S, 26, 27, 28, 1976 
14-1 125 Points Japan - 14 Players 

Ph il ippines - 1 Player 

America - 1 Player 

Rotation 120 Points. 5 best of 9 (Call Shot) 
Nine Ball 10 best of 19 

Double Elimination - 16 Players in Each Division 

1st Prize wi ll be Y 400.000 ($1.333) in Each Division 

Total Prize Money will be Y 3.000.000 ($10,000) 

No prizes under 9th ENTRY DEADLINE - AUGUST 31st 

FREE ENTRY FEE FOR FOREIGN PLAYER 

For information : 
Kazuo Fujima 
540 Asakura-cho 
Nakakyo-ku. Kyoto 
Japan (604) 
Phone: 075-221 -6464 

075-241 -1758 

Lee Boyar 
1603 Tower Grove Drive 
Beverly Hil ls 
Californ ia 90210 
Phone: 21 3-271-6212 

Senri Han. Senri Hanley.. Hotel, Osaka , 
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LETTERS 

TO THE 
EDITORS 

A fresh breeze seems to be 
clearing away the stagnant 
odor and decay surrounding 
the professional sport of 
pocket billiards. For the first 
time the professional pool 
players, whose talents have 
long gone unrewarded to a 
great degree, are banding 
together in the Professional 
Pool Players Association for 
the common good. of the sport. 

In this period when every 
other sport in the country is 
rewarding its members with 
the highest returns 
financially and winning 
popular acclaim in the area of 
professional relationships, 
the sport of poCket billiards 

. continues to be - an ailing 
member. On the contrary, the 
mediocre rewards offered in 
past world open tournaments 
are being reduced to 
ridiculous sums, making it 
difficult for members to 
afford to compete. 

For this reason I believe it 
is time for dedicated fans and 
friend§ of this highly 
competitive sport, of which I 
am'one, to add their voice and 
their support to back the 
Professional Pool Players 
Association. In this way I 
believe the sport will finally 
be recognized for what it 
should be: 

.Let us back them by our 
attendance and interest. 

Congratulations to Ray 
Martin, Peter Margo, Steve 
Mizerak, Allen Hopkins and 
Ernie Costa. 

Very truly yours, 
JONATHAN R. TAX 

Stony Brook, N~ 

Recently I've become an 
avid reader of your paper and 
a pool fanatic . 

I was wondering if you'd do 
a short piece on the weight, 

Con tinued on Page 25 

C E TIPS I 
Black rench Leather 

12mm 13mm 14mm 

$}OO Each 
Minimum order of 5 

12 for $10.00 

Wide World of Billiards 
3360 Ainsworth Ct. 

Cincinnati; Ohio 45239 
Send .......•• Size . . . '( ' 
Name .....• ~ .......•• 
Address ••..........••• 
City •.•.•.•.• State .•... 
Zip..' • • •• . ...•. 

. Commentary 
BY LARRY MILLER 

Managing' Editor 

WELCOME ! 

After several months of negotiations an agreement has 
been reached between the Na tional Billiard News and the 
Canadian publication the Broken Cue News. Beginning with 
this issue, the Broken Cue News will be published monthly by 
and incorporated in the National Billiard News. -. 

This expansion of coverage should pro,:e beneficial to 
Americans by providing a medium for lear;nmg more about 
Canada 's games and top players, and will also serve to expose 
Canadians to our star players and favorite games. ' 

The staff of the NBN is glad to have the BCN aboard, and 
welcomes our Canadian neighbors to our pages. 

AN APOWGY 

When I began writing this column several years ago I. was 
pretty fed up with the conditions faced by the profeSSional 
player, and I had no qualms about letting my feelings be 
known no matter who might be offended. Somewhere along 
the w~y something happened. Sometime between then and , 
now I was pushesI up on the fence, .ca~tio~ed against making 
waves or riling certain people or Institutions. 

I became exactly the type of person I chastise? in o~~ of 
my early columns ... a middle of the roader, apathetic: waltmg 
to see which way the wind blew. And I now feel gwlty, of a 
betrayal to myself and to all the player~ who have giv;en . so
much of their life and money to this sport, only to be cast aside 
by thos~ who benefitted mos! b~ their sacrifice . To them I 
apologize. As for myself, I can t Sit on the fence any longer. 

There are circumstances within· this indu~try that should 
be made known, so that the pool public ~an make ~tellige':lt 
decisions regarding who might be ri~t or wrong m cer~m 
c,ases. In the beginning the purpose of thiS column was to brmg 
light to such issues ... and that is I ts purpose now. 

BUCKS FOR BCA? NQ. 2 

Last mo~th I'wrote about the letter from Glenn Bannan ~~ I 
Pennsylvania, who wanted to donate $10 to the BC.A, and noted 
that we returned his check with the explanation that the 
money should be sent to BCA, not to the National Billiard 
News. . - '11' d 

What I didn't tell you is that we contact~ the BI lar 
Congress of America on this an~ th~ir r~ponse was to the 
effect that they didn't want contributions lIke that. They told . 

Continue<t on Page 25 

'TAKE A LOOK AT \ 

Send for 
this 
FREE 
Full-color 
Brochur-e 
You can see 
all new l ine of 
custom-made cues 
bysendina tl)iscOlJP)nto : 
Viking Cue Mfg. InC. 

Address 

City 
Department IN I 
2710SV- Road State Zip I 

_ ~,~_5~~ ~ ___ . ___________ -c- _____ .J 
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MMMMMMIZERAK AGAIN 

By Bruce Venzke 

A short stop shot on a nine
ball into the side pocket by Al 
Hopkins threw the opening 
night crowd into the 
customary enthusiastic 
applause accorded runs of 
100. 

The expression on the face 
of .Jimmy (Youngblood> 

. Brown,- Hopkins ' opponent, 
didn ' t change much ; he 
looked like a man who heard 
a slren and saw ,the flashing 
reci lights in the rear view 
'mirror while doing 90 on I-57. 

The hush resumed as 
Hopkins continued. He was in 
his first shooting inning (he 
had played the usual safe 
break the inning before ) and 
needed 25 more to run the 
match out. Brown had but 3 
balls 'in his one inning and the 
possibility of not shooting 
again was becoming a very 
real worry . 

A couple of critical shots 
came up , but the rock-steady 
Hopkins was careful yet 
confident, and was soon 
playing a break shot needing' 
only two balls for the match. 

He hit it nicely , but 
appeared to not.have ' a loose 
ball to shoot as the 'cue ball 
laid fin against the side of the 

By C~m~ad Burkman 

A lot of the old familiar 
names, several new ones and 
some with name changes sat 
attentively and listened to 
N.B.N. co-pubHsher, Ray 
Abrams explain the rules at 

. the players meeting. There 
were some moans as players 
drew into Jean Balukas' 
flight. 

The big question as play 
started was what shape 
Balukas was in. By her own 
admission she had only been 
playing the last couple of 
weeks. She had not played 
previously since last year's 
open. 
Friday 7:00 session: 

G. Breedlove, 18-J. 
Balukas, 75-1ff innings; 

M. Whitlow, 41-B. Gums, 75-
15 innings ; 

R. Yankee, 42-L. Shampo, 
75-28 innings'. -

The big surprise in the 
early session was Madelyn 
Whitlow sporting her new 
figure-25 pounds lighter and 
looking like she did when I 
first saw her several years 
ago . She looked great. 

cl us ter . But tha t worry 
evaporated before it fully 
developed , as ,a second ball 
dropped fr om the break 
stroke, and AI Hopkins had a' 
beautiful 125-and-out , 2-
inning vIc tory. 

That accomplishment, on 
the first table in the first 
round, got the-Billiard News 
National Open in suburban 
Detroit off to a slam bang 
start. And it cost Cushion 'n' 
Cue proprietor Ray Abrams 
an extra $100 as Hopkins won 
a standing bonus offer to any 
player to run the entire game 
in one inning. 

The annual Memorial Day 
weekend tournament again 
sported 20 men in 4 round 
robin brackets. Two would 
advance from' each to an 8-
man finals bracket, again 
round robin . 

And as usual , the pr ize 
money was up , with 10 
players sharing $4850 in 
prizes (plus $2650 more for 
the 15-player women 's 
division run concurrently). 

But to' guarantee $7500 in 
cash, Abrams felt that he 
could not risk an extensive 
boycott of P .P .P .A. member
players and still give the NBN 
Open spectator ' public the 
kind of tournament to which 

they've become , accustomed 
and deserved . 

So, the men 's division was . 
not a sanctioned U.S. Open 
qualifier ; it was' instead a 
straight B.C.A. - sanctioned 
and also P .P.P .A. (nee 
I.P .B .A.) - sanctioned event 

- the first to dat~ in the latter 
category. 

Thus the winner would be 
recognized as NBN Open 
champ by the B.C.A., but 
would not automatically be in 
the Open. He would win an 
entry in the P.P.P .A. 

tournament to be held at the 
same time in Asbury Park, 
New Jersey . (Assuming that 
his preference would be the 
P .P .P .A. event) . 

However , the situation 

Continued on Page 14 

Left to rigpt (your left, their 'right> Rich Riggie, Bob Vanover ; Tom Spencer, Pat Fleming, Ray 
Abrams , Steve Mizerak, Allen Hopkin, Mark Beilfuss, Irving Crane. . " . 

~ . . . 

Balukas Sets Record 
Friday 9:00 session : 

A. Barry, 40-S. Patarino, 75-
45 innings; 

G. Titcomb, 64-G. Walker, 
75-21 innings ; 

N. Warren, 67-L. Smith, 75-
78 innings. 

Gloria Walker is playing 
better every outing , She 
closed Titcomb out with a 28 
ball run . Notice the 78 inning 
game between Warren and 
Smith. You may think it isa 
lot of innings but wait folks, 
the best is yet to come. 

Friday 11: 00 session: 
V. Frechen, 6-J . Balukas, , 

75-9 innings ; 
K. Lang, 43-R. Yankee, 75-

68 innings ; 
C. Kieling " 30-M. Whitlow, 

75-28 innings . 
Balukas got going in this 

session with a run of 36, then 
26 and out as she blitzed 
Frechen. Newcomer Kathy 
Lang showed p'romise despite 
her opening game nerves . 
Cris Kieling played in her 
first outing since marriage, 
(Cris Miller) . 

The matches moved on with 
the shooters getting stronger 

, 

every game and roaring 
towards the finals which 
began Sunday a t the 8: 00 
sessioJ', Six finalists were 

selected from the top two won 
and loss records in each of the 
three flights. Balukas, 
Warren Titcomb, Frechen, 

Walker and Sm:ith. 
The opening session of the 

Continued on Page 20 

Same order as above, Nancy Warren, Linda Smith, Gloria Walker, Raymond M. Whatshisname, 
Jean Balukas , Geri Titcomb , Vicki Frechen. ' 
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BULL 
SHOTS , 

By BOR MULLEN 
Co-Pu blisher 

" Just think of this bull shot ... If the British had won the 
revolutionary war, the pool players would have , organized 
much sooner , we would be playing on bigger tables with 
smaller balls, and the cloth would ha ve been the same color as 
a Seven-Up bottle without vodka. 

, While we are on revolutions. do we really have one going 
now? I am always a little suspicious of pool players who want 
to work for the good of other pool players . It goes against the 
very principles upon which this competitive game is based. 
The actions of the group of "Eastern Players" thus far has not 
proven me, wrong. None of these people have attempted to see 
the profit and loss statement of the past ten U.S . Opens and 
very few if any have had any experience holding tournaments 
of any kind , although they own and operate their own billiard 
rooms. Be that as it may ~nd all other issues aside concerning 
BCA and its ridiculous position ,_ the "Eastern Players " would 
have scored more points by not using the exact same dates for 
their big tournament. I personally ~ould have been smuggly 
self-satisfied if I were able to show them up with a better 
tournament, a better show , and improved PR over the annual 
Chicago debacle . In this case it is wisely said that "two wrongs 
don 't make nuthin' ." , 

- Enough said. I am getting a little bored with this whole 
thing. Brunswick Corporation, the self-proclaimed leader in 
the industry , has stepped out of the BCA and is no longer a 
dues paying member. For years the Big "B" was the principal 
contributor to the BCA, sometimes paying ten times what the 
other members paid, and they were constantly harrassed by 
the other members because t hey (the Big "B") attempted to 
try some progressive industry wide promotional programs. 
"Partners in Progress" was one and the reorganiza tion of the 
BCA structure last year another . Many other innovations were 
ultimately rejected. I have learned from an "unimpeachable 
source" that the final break came up because Brunswick 
asked the group to seriously consider: a full time operation of 
the BCA, the U.S. Open out of Chicago, Teaching Professionals 
properly qualified with certifica~s and badges, certification 
of billiard room equipment,u proprietors division of BCA~ and 
many, others . Their (Big "B" ) wishes were not even 
considered by the group so they decided to "boogie." 

One of thE:. sore points that have festered for years has 
been the fact that in all the years of organization there has 
been no specified membership . drive among the 
manufacturers. Too many years have gone by in the billiard 
industry when the people profiting from the game hlwe not 

\ contributed a "green" cent to the perpetuation of the game. 
Valley Manufacturing Co. dropped out of the BCA a couple of 
years ago and although they enjoy a healthy business they do 
not come to the party . Some of the others who stand aside 
while others carry the ball are Armac Enterprises (Minnesota 
Fats) , S~tra Corporation , Imperial , Irving Kaye , and all the 
other com table makers except Fischer and Playmaster. 
_ The saddest part of this debacle is that at the beginning of 
last season all the members on BCA pledged to pay "x" 
amount. of dues for the rear and w~en Frederick-Willys and 
BrunsWick pulled out WIthout honormg their commitment it 
left a , huge hole in the budget. So with all the monies 
contributed by the good people present at the BBIA Convention 
the pot still comes up short. 

Speaking of short .. . how in the ,world are the experts who 
run the U.S. Open going to run it in the limited time they have 
alloted? How can they ask a,player tofinish one match at 1 or 2 , 

-) 
Continued on Page 9 

1- DANNY JANES 

JOSS CUES 
TOWSON, MARYLAND 

8741 A. Mylander Lane - Towson, Maryland 21204 
(301) 821-0064 ' 

Ceulemans~ Wins 
13th World 3-C Title 

By Car l Conlon 

Ostende, Belgium-
The 31st World's 

Championship of- 3-Cushion 
Billiards was held in this 
famous Belgian resort city 
from May 25 to May 30. 1976. 
The locale was the Cas'ino 
Kursaal, an elite gambling 
casino. The tournament was 
set up in a large ballroom 
sea ting 125(} and was 
completely sold out for all 
sessions. 22 sessions of three 
games were required to play 
the 12 man round robin. The 
tournament was played on 
Horemans tables-for the first 
time and Simonis Super 
Extra Roulant Cloth and 
Super Aramith Balls were 
used, 

The participan ts were : 
Ra ymond Ceulemans of 
Belgium , 12 t imes world 
champ ion ; Nobuak i 
Kobayashi of J apan , 1974 > 

. World Cha mpion ; Junichi 
Komori, current J apanese 
Champion ; Alfonso Gonzalez. 
South American Champion _ 
from Columbia ; Ludo Dielis, 
cur rent World's I-Cushion 
Champion fr om Belgium; 
Roland Dufetelle. 27 times 
champion of France ; Avalino 
Rico. six time , champion of 
Spain ; George Ashby. North 
Amer i can Champion ; 
Humberto Suguimizu, of 
Peru, runner-up in the South 
American championships ; 
Mustapha Diab of Egypt ; 
John Korte of Denmark ; 
Wolfgang Anreiter of Austria. 

The first round produced 
little of interest as the players 
became accustomed to the 

tables and the room . Only 
three players played above 
1.000 and Ceulemans had the 
best game of 60 in 40 innings 
against Anreiter. 

The second round saw real 
performances beginning to 
come out. Dielis lost to Rico in 
a terrific defensive game, 60-
59 in 64 innings . Dufetelle of 
France beat Suguimizu 60-36 
in 52 innings , posting two runs 
of 9. Anreiter had the first 
upset beating Komori 60-59 in 
56 innings. Six of the players 
played 1.000 or better in this 
round . 

The third round began to 
show real class , Suguimizu 
defeated Dielis 60-49 in 45 
innings and Kobayashi 
extracted revenge for Komori 
against Anreiter going out 60-
22 in 31 innings , the best game 
to date. 

Round four continued 
improving the play as more 
players found the tables. 

, Seven players played better 
.than 1.000, Komori came to 
life beating Rico 60-32 in 50 
innings . Ceulemans took 
Suguimizu 60-48 in 42 innings. 

The fifth round really 
showed the players getting 
down to business. Nine 
players played 1.000 or better 
and Ludo Dielis really got 
going. He beat Diab60-13 in 27 
innings. The score sheet 
showed 11 points in 10 innings. 
th~n 49 points in 17 innings to 
finish the game. Ceulemans 
tried to beat Dielis' best game 
and actually had 56 points in 
24 innings. . . 

Suguimizu took Komori 60-
58 in 56 innings, but what a 
game! ~uguimizu had 

Komori at one point 23-5, 
Komori turned it around 42-
31, then the lead exchanged 
hands again 52-44; Komori 
tied at the 56 point mark, then 
Suguimizu ran 4 and out and 
Komori oniy got two on the 
r-esponse. In other ac;tioR 
Kobayashi had four runs of 6 

\ against Rico to win 60-39 in 39 
innings: 

Round six saw the 
tournament split into two 
groups, the six top players 
matched against each other 
and the lesser Tanked players 
facing themsleves. At this 
point everyone was playing at 
about their qualifying 
average except Ashby, who 
had' been having trouble 
adjusting his game. 

The standings after the 
sixth round , in order : 
Ceulemans , Kobayashi , 
Dufetelle, Dielis, Gonzalez, 
Komori, Suguimjtu , Anrelter, 
Rico, Korte, Ashby and Diab. 

In the seventh round Ashby 
won his first 'game 60-32 in 51 
innings against Diab. Komori 
announced his arrival , in big 
time billiards with a stunning 
60-51 victory over CeuJemans 
in 32 innings. A newsman 
asked Ceulemans , "What 
happened? . You lost." 
Ceulemans replied, " I got 
beat. The only way I could 
have won was to go out in 31 
innings." 

Round eight saw Korte and 
Diab win , giving all players 
at least one win . Komori 
reaffirmed his arrival by 
taking the previously 
undefeated Dufetelle 60-32 in 
'Zl innings. Komori had runs 
of 10-8-8-7 & 6 in this game. 

, Con tinued on Page 24 
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Byrd's 
Eye 

View 
By PALMER BYRD 

Associate Editor 

Mizerak and Balukas win in Livonia, and you might ask 
"So what else is new?" It is becoming a tradition that Steve 
and Jean take top honors in the Billiard News tournament, and 
both champs have the Michigan spectators behind them all the 
way . Mizerak has won the event each year he has competed, 
and Balukas has only one loss. Th~ real surprise was that the 
tournament did not go into play-off rounds until the wee hours 
of the morning , which has also been tradition in both N.B.N. 
st;:aight pool and 3-Cushion events. . 

Although Jean took the women's division decisively 
without a defeat, Steve suffered two losses in total, but still 
emerged on top of the field. Mizerak showed everyone that he 
was human when he missed a crucial spot-shot during a 
preliminary match with Ernie Costa, which cost him the 
game. But he also displayed his sense of humor dqring his 
finals match· with Junior Champion, Mark Beilfuss, an 
anecdote which I can't pass uo ... 

With the score 30-10 Mizerak's favor, Mark put together a 
run of 126 which gave him a sizeable lead. Steve, with the 
confidence of a four-time U.S. Open champion audibly noted, 
"The game's not over yet". Bu! a couple of innings later when 
Steve was still trailing and was tied-up after a run of 2 balls, he 
looked at Mark sitting in the chair and said rather dryly, "Now 
it's over". Steve's remarks like that always tickle the , 
spectators, and they enjoy them as much as his ability at the 
table. 

The trick shot demonstration before the final round of 
matches is always an entertaining' event. This year Bob 
"Bullshots" Mullen did the narration, and was just as clever 
with the microphone as he is at his typewriter. Mullen got 
serious for a moment, h'owever, as he credited Ray Abrams 
for being the man responsible for all Billiard News events. The 
crowd-and players showed Ray and his staff their appreciation 
with a round of applause. -

Then, introduced by Bob as the "matinee idol of the pool 
set", handsome Jim Rempe performed a series of trick shots, 
and did one of the most interesting novelty 
shots I've ever seen. Rempe constructed a pyramid of 
object balls , stacked two pieces of chalk and another ball on 
top of all of that , and shot from a kneeling position to hit the 
cue ban (on top of yet another piece of chalk on the rail ) and 
pocketed the very top ball oCthe pyramid in the corner down 
the length of the table! It took a couple of tries, but the crowd 
was awed, (I understand that Danny DiLiberto does the same 
shot down in Florida from eye-witness reports, and would sure 
like to know the name of the wizard who thought of that one!) 
As usual, Jim's confidence and appearance at the table during 
his trick shots were overshadowed only by his powerful stroke 
and expertise with ,his Balabushka cue. 

Had the pleasure of meeting Tom Smith from Cincinnati, 
Ohio, who celebrated his 95th birthday a few months ago. "One _ 
pocket's my best game", Toni informed me, although reliable 
sources have said that he can handle himself well in all games. 

... 

Continued on Page 26 

A True Custom Cue 

JOSS Cues West 
Box 35069 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 741.35 

Phone (918) 663-6222 

HANDMADE by Bill Stroud 

Spencer ' over, Pawelski at Cue-Nique 
By Bruce Venzke 

They came from eight 
states to play some 14.1 for a 
U.S . Open berth and a piece of 

, the $1350 in prize money. 
By June 4, 26 had arrived at 

the beautiful Cue-Nique 
Billiards in Madison for 
the start of the 1976 BCA 
Wisconsin Open, hosted - by 
Jerry Briesath, Cue-Nique 
major domo. 

By Sunday night, two dozen 
of those straight pool shooters 
were in the wings, while 
George Pawelski of Racine, 
Wisconsin and Tom Spencer 
of Des Plaines, Illinois, were 
in the spotlight. 

Their 125-point final 
showdown game for the Open 
berth and the tournament 
championship was under 
way. Pawelski broke out with 
a solid run of 70 to lead the 
game 70 to zip. But Tom 
Spencer is about 80 pounds 
heart and 80 pounds talent, 
and those kind never give up. 
He came storming back like 
an NSF alimony check. 

Both Pawelski and Spencer 
seemed to feel that playing 
safety was equivalent to 
taking 10 stitches in the lip 
without novacaine, and only 4 
safeties were called in the 20 
half-innings of the match . 

Anyway, after the Pawelski 
run of 70, Spencer put a 36, 6 
and 27 together to pull up to 
69-71. The next three irniings 
were tough for both, with 
Pawelski scoring only 5 while 
Spencer lost 1 on ,a foul. 

Jerry Briesath, host and sponsor, hands out the cash to George 
Pawelski, left, and Tom Spencer, Center. 

The following three innngs 
were continued frustration 
for Pawelski as he was again 
able to add only a single 
point, while Spencer was able 
to pop in the tough ones to get 
started and scored innings of 
24, 16 and 17-and-out. 

For Tom Spencer, 'it was a 
great tournament, as he led 
the scoring brigade with an 
excellent 12.60 balls per 

Photo by CUe-Nique BUllards 
inning average, had the best 
game (4 innings, 125-61 over 
Paul Hartman), and had the 
tournament's high run (99-
and-out, against Andy 
Tennent). 

In addition, Spencer and 
Pawelski shared second-best 

, games with 6-inning wins 
over . George Brunt and 

Continued on Page 22 
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Here's "The Hustler"-Original_Sarnoff 
16" x 20" Full Color 
Lithograph, $3.50 
"The Hustler" is one of 5 deluxe, doggy, delightful 
multi-color reproductions from Arthur Sarnoff's amus· 
ing artistry. Each lithograph is over 2 square feet of 
decorativ.e entertainment that everyone will enjoy. Use 
coupon to order by Letter Symbol: 

(A) "The Hustler" (B) "The Scratching Beagle" 
(C) "Jack The Ripper" (D) "Hey! One Leg On The 
Floor" (E>- "Scratched At Dawn" 

$3.50 for 1 print; 2, 3 or 4 prints, $3.00 each; Complete 
Gallery Set, 5 prints, $14.00. 

r----------------------
Billiard Archives, 1113 Dodson I 
San Pedro, Calif. 90732 1 
Phone: (213) 833-4518 I 
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Venzke's 
View from 

the 
Bleachers 
By BRUCE VENZKE 
Chief Correspondent 

-
Thanks to the cooperation of the BCA and the 

industriousness of Mr. Bob Froeschle, we have compiled a 
statistical summary of all 10 U.S. Opens, 1966-1975. 

The career records of all the players in U.S . Open play 
provide some interesting comparisons and contrasts. In the 
August issue of the NBN, we'll print parts of the stats and 
records that we found. 

But first a little quiz to see how well you know who's done 
what over the 10 years of Opens,' and also to get you in the 
mood for the '76 event next month in Chicago. Get your 
pencils: 

1. Only 3 men who have appeared in at least 3 Opens have 
achieved balls-per-inning grand averages of over -10.00. Who 
are they? 

2. No man has yet played 1,000 innings in Open comp
etition, but the leader and runner-up in innings-played will 
both almost certainly surpass the 1000 mark in their n.ext 
Open. Who are they? 

3. Only one woman has played in all 9 women's division 
U.S. Opens. Who is she? 

4. Aqother easy one (with a hint, yet) : only 3 men have 
played in all 10 Opens, and they 've each won the title at least 
once. Can you name this triumphant trio? 

5. We all know that Irving Crane's 15o-and-out against Joe 
Balsis in '66 is the record high run. But do you know what the 
next best high run is, and who fired it? 

6. High run in the money was awarded 8 times in the 
women 's division ; Dorothy Wise with 4 and Jean Balukas with 
3 (including ties in 1972 with Donna Ries) account for 7 of the 8. 
Who is the only other woman to win HR in the money honors? 

7. Only 1 man has pocketed more than 8000 balls in his 
career of U.S. Open competition . Who is he? 

8. True or false : Steve Mizerak has never finished lower 
than 8th in a U.S. Open. 

9. Two women other than Jean Balukas and Dorothy Wise 
have career PBI averages above 2.00. Who are they? 

10. Who holds the record for the fewest innings needed for a 
U.S. Open championship, and how many innings was it? 

11. Who defeated Joe Balsis 150 to minus -13 in the 1969 
Open? 

12. The 8 out of the money high rurt awards in the women's 
division have been won by 7 different gals . Who is the only one 
to have won that honor twice? 

13". True or false: High run in the money has never been less 
than 100 in the U.S. Open men's division. 

14. True or false : The top players' in career winning 
percentage in both 'divisions have a bette!: than .750 average of 
games won. 

15. True or false : The leading career money winner among 
the women has won less than Dallas West won in 1975 alone . 

16. There have been 1376 games in the 10 men's Opens . . Who 
do you think leads in games played, and with how many? 

17. Which man (min. 3 Opens or 10 games) do you. think 
holds the record for highest career balls-per-game average? 

18. True or false : Palmer Byrd is the only woman among 
the 49 who've played the Opens whose first or last name does 
not end with an "n" or a vowel. 

19. For the 3-C buffs : Only one 3C player averaged better 
than .700 points-per-inning in the 1968 3~cushion division. Who 

.. " . 

Con tinued on Page 24 
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MEUCCIORIGINALS 
CVES MADE BY 

BOB MEUeel 
CUSTOM MADE CUES A"RE NOW 

AVAILABLE IN ~EMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
-INSIST ON THE F1NEST

CALL or IJ RITE 

MEUeel ORIGINALS 
1672 GETWELL 

MEMPHIS, ,TENN. 38111 
(901) 743-8921 

A National Hero 

By Conrad Burkman 
London , England-

During my recent trip to 
the World Professional 
Snooker Championships I 
witnessed one of the most 
heartwarming sights 
imaginable. The appearance 
of Joe Davis, England's all 
time snooker hero. 

Who is Joe Davis? In the 
snooker world he is an 
absolute legend. 

Joe Davis began playing 
snooker in 1924 and won the 

. first world title in 1927. From 
1927 to 1947 Joe Davis was the . 
unbeaten world's champ. Joe 
retired in 1947 and his brother 
Fred began his reign. 
Together they held the title 
for 30 of the first 32 years the 
game was played on a 
professional level. In addition 
to holding the snooker title for 
twenty straight years he was 
also world billIard champion 
4 times and United Kingdom 
champion 7 times. 

In addition he has written 3 
books on the game beginning 
with "How I Play Snooker 
1949," " Advance Snooker 
1954" and " Complete 
Snooker" in 1974 which is a 
compiliation of the 2 previous 
books with additions. 

The world record for a 
snooker break was made by 
Joe Davis with 147. This feat 
has been equalled by Rex 
Williams but never b roken. 
During his career Joe 
compiled 687 century breaks 
at snooker and 87 thousand 
breaks ' a t billiards, one of 
them set in 1930 of 2052 is still 
a record. In a 1952 match 
against Walter Donalson .he 

JOE DAVIS 

A. 
Joe Davis, foreground, signs some autographs at the World 
Snooker Championships while, left... to right, Rich Horgan, 
Doug MacDonald and Conrad Burkman look on. 

com p i 1 e d 1,00 - poi n t 
aggrega tes in 8 straight 
frames with 95 points in the 
9th and in each frame made a./ 
break of 50 or over. Total 
score , 966 to 210. 

Joe Davis single-handedly 
did more to elevate the status 
of snooker to a pro level than 
anyone connected with the 
game. Almost anyone 
knowledgeable about the 
game will tell you Joe is the 
greatest snooker player that 
ever lived. 

That 's who Joe Davis is ! 

During the recent world 
tournament Joe Davis was 
seated at the table next to me. 
Almost instantly Ray 
Reardon' stopped play and 
walked over to greet and. 
shake Joe 's hand. Head 

PhotobyNBN 

referee , Bill Timms , 
announced that Mr. Davis 
was seated at the front table 
and the applause and 
standing ovation lasted a full 
3 minutes at least. 

As he smiled and waved to 
the crowd , the charisma 
which is Joe Davis radiated 
throughout the hall. At the 
half way interval the crowd 
rushed forth with books , 
programs, cameras , children 
and scraps of paper for an 
autograph or picture of the 
snooker legend. At one point I 
had to leave my table for self 
preservation as the rush was 
tremendous , literally hun
dreds jammed the space. 

Con tinued on Page 20 

Made of the Finest BilJiard Felt 

Extra long ties available. 

Large pocket included. 

Small 
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Large 
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Send Order To: 

Ruth Yankee 
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Birmingham, Michigan 48011 
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EARL 
MEETS 

THE 
ELITE 

By Earl Amond Walker 

S~eve Mizerak, truly the States' and possibly the world's , 
leading authority on the subject oi billiards, has some very 
interesting ideas on the subject. Are you ready? Let's take a 
trip with Steve . 

Steve initiaUy points out that to be a true champion, you 
must be born with a special talent. You must have that 
natural something that tells y.ou how to stroke; how to stand 

and perhaps most important of all, that unique intuition which 
tells you the ball to shoot next. 

However, even if you're lacking in natural talent, you can 
still be a competent pool player by possessing these three 
qualities: good coordination, good eyesight and very 
important, the proper mental attitude. 

Coordination." even if you're born a klutz, can be 
improved upon to the limits 'of your ability simply by practice. 
The more you practice, the better your coordination will 
become. 

. ~yesight, of course, is an important factor also, although 
thiS IS another area which -can be improved upon and-or 
compensated for. Steve says he wears glasses but luckily can 
see the length of the table without them. Even if you are not 
this fortunate, you can wear glasses, preferrably contacts, so 
as not to limit your scope of vision. Also, if nearsightedness is 
your problem as with Steve, you can pull position so as not to 
leave too long of a shot for you to see. 

The most important factor, Steve says, is your mental 
attitUde, and a significant part of proper mental attitude is 
self confidence - but wait, don't get overconfident! Number 
One, overconfidence l~ads to spotting too many balls to your 
opponent, and Number Two, you are tempted to take more · 
difficult shots over easier, more logical ones. 

Another important aspect of mental attitude is the desire 
to excel. If you do not want to excel, you will most likely never 
be an outstanding player. You must possess that will to win 
and ability to play under pressure or you will never play well. 
Although these are pretty much natural abilities, outside 
factors can certainly influence you and your mental attitude. 
If you have outside pressures, particularly personal, financial , 
or employment burdens, you will usually not do well in 
competition. Your mind must be free and clear, you must be 
rested and relaxed, and you must CONCENTRATE. 

Concentration is ultra-important, without it you'll make 
mistakes, and most likely, costly ones. Relaxation is also very 

Continued on Page 27 
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West Best in Joliet 
. By Kathy Collard 

Joliet, IL--
Randy Pearson's Chalk and 

Cue Billiards hosted Joliet, 
Illinois ' first tournament on 
June 11, 12 and 13. This double 
elimination format major 
qualifying tournament drew a 
surprisingly small field -
only 20 players - playing off 
for the guaranteed $3,000 in 
prize money. 

Of the 20 players present, 
six had already qualified for 
the Open: Paul Brienza. 
Larry Hubbart, Richard 
Riggie, Dallas West, Mark 
Beilfuss and Tom Spencer. 

Spencer, who qualified for 
the Open a week earlier by 
winning the BCA Wisconsin 
Open at Cue-Nique Billiards 
in Madison , continued to 
display his tremendous 
playing ability in the early 
rounds of this tournament. He 
defeated New York superstar 
Larry Hubbart,Shirley E. 
Cloyd and Marshall Boelter 
but lost his later matches to 
Willie Munson and Mark 
Beilfuss. 

Hubbart, workin~ throu~h 
the loser's bracket after his 
first round loss to Spencer, 
beat Rex Kin, Paul Hartman, 
Jim, Gray , Randy. Pearson 
and Marshall Boelter but tpe 
steady, consistent play of 
Richard Riggie got the best of 
him in his seventh match with 
a 125-101 loss . High run out of 
the money and tournament 
high run went to Hubbart for 

his run of 112 against Paul 
Hartman, who had just lost "a 
grueling 3% hour match to 
Larry Schwartz before his 
match with Hubbart. 

Richard Riggie, finishing in 
fourth place, included in his 3-
2 record, the defeat of Ray 
Dooley, Leon Ledford and 
Larry Hubbart. He was left 
in fourth place by dauntless 
Dallas West and Mark 
Beilfuss. 

Third place finisher, Willie 
Munson, could only be 
described as the most 
-contented looking player in 
the room, as he had the U.S. 
Open berth locked up going 
into the semi-finals. Munson 
defeated Beilfuss in the first 
round of play and later Randy 
Pearson and Tom Spencer. 
But his next match, Dallas 
West , meant the loser's 
bracket for Willie and a re
match with Beilfuss. This 
time, it was Beilfuss who 
dominated the game leaving 
Munson with a 150-80 loss, 
third place and the Open 
berth. 

Beilfuss , finishing in second 
place, came a long way from 
his first round match and loss 
to Munson. He defeated Paul 
Gerni, Larry Schwartz, Leon 
Ledford, Tom Spencer , 
Richard Riggie and Willie 
Munson to get his finals 
match with Dallas West. He 
pos ted numerous 70-ball runs 
throughout the tournament 
and at the time of his match 

with Dallas, had been playing 
for eight straight hours that 
day. 

The not-to-be beaten West 
did not disappoint his fans in 
the finals, just as he had not 
in his earlier matches with 
Jim Gray, Larry Schwartz, 
Riggit! and Munson. In a 
quick ten innings, he left 
Beilfuss behind at 150-39 and 
was out the door with his 
check and his trophy. 

, The final stan~ings were as 
follows: finishing 0-2) Rex 
King (Joliet), Andy Tennent 
(Madison), PaulGerni (South 
Bend), Jim Gray (Joliet) , 
Ray Dooley, Paul Hartman 
(~hicago); finishing 1-2) 
Randy Pearson (Joliet), Mike· 
Bandy (Joliet), S.E. Cloyd 
(London, Ky.) j Larry 
Schwartz (Wilmette, Ill.), 
Eric Baker (SL Petersburg, 
Fla.); finishing 2-2) Leon 
Ledford (Cicero), Marshall 
Boelter (Chicago), Paul 
Brienza (Morristown, N.J'); 

-finishing 3-2) Tom Spencer 
(Des Plaines, Ill .); finishing 
5-2 ) Larry Hubbart 
(Webster, N. Y.) - $20Q high
run money (112). 

4th place (3-2) - Richard 
Riggie (Ellicott, Md.) $200. 
3rd place + U.S. Open Berth 
(3-2) Willie Munson 
(Milwaukee, Wis.) $350. 2nd 
place (6-2 ) - Mark Beilfuss 
(Grand Rapids , Mich.) $750. 
1st place (5-0 ) - Dallas West 
(Roc~ford, Ill.) $1500. 

A Trip Through Nostalgia 

By Conrad Burkman 

London, England-
If Yl>U have read any 

English snooker books or 
Hendrick 's History of 
Billiards , you have seen 
countless references to the 
House of Thurston. We could 
not resist the temptation to 
visit Thurston's while in 
London . 

. Housed in aging quarters 
on Regents Park Road is the 
oldest billiard ta ble 
manufacturer in the world. 
Founded in 1799 this fine old 
house has made billiard 
tables for royalty in many 
countries and today is still at 
it. With Today 's modern 
manufacturers processing by 
computers with synthetic 
materials, a trip through 
Thurston's is truly a trip 
through nostalgia . 

Departing from the hotel 
via taxi we gave instructions 
to go to Regents Park Road. 
We were enjoying a pleasant 
ride through the London 
traffic when the driver 

suddenly said, "Here ya are 
Gew". Looking quickly 
around I knew he had given 
us a bum steer. It looked like 
a quiet semi residential 
street, no huge buildings, no 
sprawling manufacturing 
plants. What 's going on? "I 
think" the driver said, "the 
place your looking for is down 
there." Looking down the 
long slopping cobble stone 
driveway we spotted the 
aging rambling two story 
building which housed 
Thurston's. 

Mr. McDermott, head of 
the Thurston Billiard Works 
greeted us warmly as we 
made our way to the 
entranc.e. 

Our tour pegan at · the . 
showroom which was too 
cramped for even one full 
sized table to be displayed. 
On its walls and in its show 
cases a very minimal amount 
of supplies were on display. 
In their business, which 
caters to the wealthy and the 
private clubs , they don't 
rea.!y need vast showrooms 

for walk in traffic. 

~ 

Leaving the showroom and 
entering the first of many 
small work rooms we saw 
some of the hand crafting for 
which Thurston 's is world 
famous . One of the workmen 
was hand finishing an antique 
table for a customer. Just 
~a~t him was a partially 
fmlshed table on which the 
slates were being floated by 
hand with an iron faced float 
which must have geen 100 
years old. Through the next 
door we saw the drying room 
where the fine timber from 
all over the world is properly 
aged for use in the finished 
tables. Just past the ageing 
room a workman was busy 
putting rail cloth on. It was 
interesting to note that all the 
workmen we watched were 
doing their work with a pride 
all too often forgotten in our 
"mass production" society. 

The only power tools we 
saw were a couple of table 
saws, a tilting arbor, a shaper 

Continued on Page 25 
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How 
To 

World Championships 
Boasts Stellar Field 

Bank 
by 

JOHN LARSEN 

Now for some final hints in our little "course" on how to 
bank. 

So far , we have used the cue in surveying a bank shot. It is 
accurate and a useful thing to know, but really not necessary. 
A more professional way is to use the eye. ' 

If, as we take ·our stance we can line up the cue ball , 
the object ball and the fulcrum point, we have a "dead on" 
ballie It is as simple as that. A guick glance gives the picture . 

What we must now concentrate on , is how to visualize the 
fulcrum point. With a little practice it can be done. My method 
was to attach a small paper target on the back of a chair and 
set it at the right distance. If takes a little more study, when 
the fulcrum point moves in estimating where the cue ball 
comes off the bank to make a hit, but it comes with practice. 

There are many banks not covered in these lessons and I 
can only say ; whenever you run across them, make a note to 
practice each one. 

AVOIDING THE SCRATCH 

By Larry Miller 

Asbury Park , NJ-
Working under the pressure 

and handicap of a short 
timetable , the Professional 
Pool Players Association has 
done a remar kable 
organizational job in order to 
present their 1976 World Open 
Pocket Billiard 
Championship. Slated for 
August 9th through the 15th at 
Convention Hall in Asbury 
Park, the tournament field 
includes virtually every top 
player in the United States. 

The impressive list of 
names , including Irving 
Crane, Luther Lassiter, Steve 
Mizerak , Peter Margo, ~y 
Martin , Jim Rempe , Allen 
Hopkins, Lou Butera , Jack 
Cola vita , Cisero Murphy , 
Ernie Costa , Pat Fleming, 

' I gueSs everyone who has played Pocket Billiards. feels at Larry Lisciotti , Kazio Fujima 
(coming from Japan ), and 

times that the gods of chance are frowning . Some days that others , is an 'indication of the 
cue ball just can't avoid the pocket . This is in variance with the 
"odds" , when a very small percentage of the playing surface caliber of play one can expect 
is open to the pockets. But, when the cue ball heads in the to find in New Jersey corne 
general direction of a pocket, it seems to have no problem in August. 
finding it. About the only thing for us to do is to get smarter The 1976 World Open 
th~n the cue ball. P 0 c k e t B i I I i a r d 

. Championship is more than a 
First of all, a very soft stroke will avoid many scratches. debut event for the pIa er 's 

Secondly, a knowledge of carom angles is neccessary. And g 't . t t Yt f 
th O dl f d Ii h I th h . - roup, 1 IS a s a emen 0 Ir y, orce an eng s a ters e pat of the cue ball. There th ' - I'd't d th ' 
are several books on the subject, like Johnny Holiday's elr 'tSO 

I atrl] tant llelr 
"Position Play" etc. Study the angles with a protractor or any ~mmllmen to ~o toad ow 
other means you can devise. Learn where the cue ball goes on em~e ves" s ePJIe °tn 
the principle hits, %-1/2- and If". any onger, ' accor ng 0 

When playing Pocket Billiards, we are more concerned R;ay Martin, one o! .the 
·with pocketing the object ball, than with what happens to the directors of . th~, a.ssoclab~n . 
cue ball .. Here is a little medicine. Spot the cue ball on the As Ray put It, .Fmal~y , I m 
center spot. Spot the one and two balls on the other spots. proud. to say } m a 
Nothing counts but scratches. Re-spot pocketed balls on their profeSSIonal player. 

The idea for the 
tournament was born out of 
frustration and indignation on 
the player's part, which 
began with stories that 
players' rates at the Sheraton 
Hotel in Chicago were $5 
higher than those afforded to 
anyone walking in off the 
street , and culminated when 
the Billiard Congress of 
America slashed this year's 
US Open prize fund 50 
percent . Feeling that is was 
economically unfeasible to 
play under such conditions, 
the players united in a 
common cause , and the 
PPPA was formed under the 
directorship of Martin, Steve 
Mizerak, Peter Margo, Ernie 
Costa, and Allen Hopkins. 

With the promise of 
bringing together the world's 
top pool players in action, 
plus special appearances by 
the one and only Minnesota 
Fats , the '76 World 's 
Championship has already 
received considerable 

attention from the media , 
with write-ups in the New 
York Times, the Chicago 
Tribune , and stories released 
on the wire services . 

All matches for the meet 
have been scheduled for the 
evening , allowing those 
attending to take advantage 
of the daytime bours "On The 
Boardwalk" in ASQury Park. 
Season's passes are priced at 
$25, offering a considerable 
savings over individual ticket 
purchases , and advance 
ticket sales already total 
several thousand dollars. For 
a more detailed schedule of 
times and prices please see 
the ad elsewhere in this issue . 

Further information 
regarding whatever you 
might want to know about the 
event may be obtained by 
writing the Professional Pool 
Players Association, 86 
Vanderbilt Avenue, Staten 
Island, New York, 10304. Or 
you can call (212) 442-3737. 

Briarwood Names President 
Harold Roberts haS' been 

named president of the 
BRIAR WOOD Division of 
Brunswick Corporation. He is 
replacing Aaron Deskins who 
recently was appointed 
president of the Brunswick 
Division. The appointment 
was announced by Milt Rudo. 
Recreation Business Group 

Vice President. 
In announcing the move , 

Rudo noted that Roberts 
brings - a wealth of 
management experience to 
the poSition. 

Roberts· is a 1953 graduate 
of the University of 
Tennessee. He is married and 
pas three children. 

original spots. Firs,! one to make twenty three scratches wins. ,..-----_____________________________ .. 
Incidentally, "Cribbage" is an excellent game to learn position 
play. For those who don't know the game, you must score two 
consecutive balls that total fifteen to count one 'point. The 
fifteen is played last. Five points wins. Here is one game 
where "scratches don't count." 

Imported Finished 

SLATE 
--e--

EMPIRE BIL~IARDS PRESENTS THE 

PRO OPEN 9-BALL 
TOURNAMENT 
AUGUST. 26 thru 29, 1976 

1st $1,000.00 
2nd - $500.00 4th - $300.00 

Ivory Cue Points 

FEATHERSTRIPS 
--e--

Eastern Slate 
151 Highland Ave. (P.O. Box 84) 

. Somerville, Mass. 02145 

(617) ,625-2500 

3rd - $400.00 5th-8th - $100.00 
PRIZE FUND BASED ON FULL 32 PLAYER FIELD 

NO-ENTR Y FEE! 
TABLE FEES WILL BE CHARGED 

ALL PLAYERS MUST SEND $25.00 DEPOSIT 
TO BE CONSIDERED FOR ENTRANCE. -
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT 

Rick Tomanio or Joe Cervoni 

Em pire Billiard Lounge 

120 S. Robinson Avenue 

Newburgh, New York 12550 

Phone: (914) 562-9632 
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Bull Shots 
, 

Continued from Page 4 

o'clock in the morning and then be ready to play at 10 AM? 
Where is the planning? 

I think that one of the problems is tha t not too many 
experienced tourney workers are involved , and the persons 
running the soow are not seeking the advice of the pas t 
tournament director . Although I did not agree with an of 
Gieger sch ·ck. be still put together and planned a good 
show. 

Contrary to what people may think the colors that we 
cho e for las month·s issue 0 the Billiard ews were in no 

ay critical comment of he present conditions of the pool 
scene. Diarrhea green and brown resultant hues were not 
those chosen in our collective minds . July is much easier since 
it is our "you know what year " and the month of Independence 
Day RED, \VHITE AND BLUE just seems to fit in. 

While on the general subject of the founding -fathers of this 
country, civil rights and all that balderdash, think of the 
article we' ran last month entitled "Where Will It All End?" 
about the problems of one Martin Dubrow in establishing a 
billia rd room in the town of Mount HoUy, N.Y. In the reprinted 
article from the Burlington County Times it was stated tha t 
the Town Council had raised the annual fee per pool table from 
$10 per annum to the grand sum of $1 ,000.00. This rape of civil 
rights was voted in unanimously by a 4-0 vote with a second 
and final vote to be held the follo~ing month. If anyone 
reading this should know Martin Dubrow and-or anyone else 
wishing to open a billiard room in this staunch community 
advise him to contact US at NBN and get in touch with the Civil . 
Liberties Union. This was not only a gang rape of civil rights, 
but it could be called a miscarriage of justice, sodomy, and 
lays this staunch community open for a gang of legal trouble. 

While we are still a t last month 's issue, re-read the Test 
Your Knowledge Quiz. The answers tl;) the quiz ' should start 
some heads shaking in disbelief. Pocket sizEts can ¥ ary 
between skillful and sewer, a nine foot pool table is not 9 foot, 
legal weight of a ball and ball size are anything but specific , 
the roundness of a billiard-pool ball is not set in specs, height of 
a table can vary, cue sticks can be any size. All this and no 
official recognition of the bar table and certainly no specific 
rules for eight ball. The 'game' might be better off using the 
"Farmer's Almanac ." We oog you, Kim Gandy, as part of 
your clean sweep administration of BCA, give us some 
specifications that are specific . 

When the latest space probe landed on Mars and tested the 
turf , sent TV pics back to earth and in general wanted to find 
out if there was life on the red planet, a startling discovery was 
made. In one of the canyons covered with red soot was an old 
sign . " Mars Recreation" in large letters and underneath 
"Pool and Billiards , Gentlemen invited." Whoever Was up_ 
there certainly was civilized and obviously in a male liberation 
movement . ' 

TWO BIGGIES UNITE. ... 

Kieckhefer Manufacturing Co. wishes to advise the 
industry that as of June 1st, 1976 all of its production facilities , 
inventories and all other assets have been purchased by the 
TWEETEN FIBRE COMPANY. The Kieckhefer Mfg. Co. was 
founded and operated by. members of the Nemecek family 
some 60 years ago. Irv Nemecek will still be involved as 
Treasurer of the Tweeten Fibre Co. 

Kieckhefer was the manufacturer of the Triangle Chalk 
line and produced a harder chalk compound than the others in 
the field . The Nemecek family also produced a' full line of cue 
tips . These products ~re similar to those manufactured by 
Tweeten . I don't know' of any other tip manufacturers in the 

Continued on Page 2~ 

Custom Crafted Cues by 

713-665-4084 

Richard Black 

6540 Brompton Road 
Houston, Texas 77005 

I· 

/ 

IlIinQis Cojn Op Tourney 
Winds Up Schedule 

Sharp shooters from 
around the state competed 
last month in the firs t annual 
IC 10A 8-ball pool 
tournament. The ten week 
statewide illinois tournament 
reached its climax with the 
gathering of the best pool 
players in lllinois at the Joliet 
Holiday Inn. Eight hours of . 
intense competition led to the 
crowning of Mr. Carl 
Condrack of Moline, Illinois 
as the 1976 Illinois 8-ball 
champion. 

Mr. Condrack displayed 
great composure under the 
pressures of competition . 
However the new champion 
was jubliant upon receiving 
the $1 ,000 grand prize. 

Pool Touriuintent Committee- Chairman Wayne lIesch 
presents winning check to Class B winner Bernard-Gilreath. 

The tournament was played 
on Irving Kaye pool tables. 
The Pocket Billiards 
Association of lllinois under 
the direction of Ward Brown 
administered the ten week 

- tournament and eight hour 
championship playoff. Other 
winqers included George 
Michaels, Bernard Gilreath, 
Pa t Maxey, Abelino 
Marqueze, Roland Bettis , 

Paul Thomas, and/ Butch 
Finney. , 
V~gil Davis was the winner \ 

of the bumper pool table 
drawing courtesy of Irving 
Kaye of New York. 

Miz lops Rempe in New York 
By Rick Tomanio the first round, Jim defeated 

Newburgh, NY- John Ninas of Albany, 11-3, 
Steve Miz..erak defeated Earl Herring of Newburgh, 

Jim Rempe eleven racks to 11-6, and Joe Leanza of 
seven to win the , '1,000 1st Brooklyn, 11-7. 
prize at Empire Billiard Wzerak also drew a bye in 
Lounge ' in Newburgh ; his first round, then posted 
recently. Both men had been wins over Pat Fleming of 
unde!eated before they first Butler , NJ , 11-6 , Jimmy 
met m the winners bracket. Matz 11-5 and Mike Sigel of 

Earlier in the tourney Roch~ster : NY, 11-6. 
Rempe swept through his • 
matches with customary Ray Martin, the present 
ease. After drawing a bye in World's Straight Pool Champ, 

lost his bid for the top prize -
when Earl Herring 
eliminated him 11.:s earlier in 
the competition. 

In the quarter finals 
Mizerak handed Rempe' his 
first loss 11-7. On the loser's 
side Rempe was pitted 
against Al Hopkins , but 
emerged victorious , 11-7. 

In the finals Rempe , 
avenged his earlier loss to 
'I 

Continued on Page 20 

WE THINK WE'VE BOOKED A WINNER. 
Want to Get, in on the Action? 

We don't care if you live in Seattle and play 8-baU, or Atlanfa and ' 
play 9-8all; or Hoboken and play straight pool. We are interested 
in the future of women's billiards 

As a player-member, we can offer you WPBA--tournaments to 
compete in, which could very well be the only women's tournaments 
planned for thefuture. We can provide you with a regular newsletter 
which will keep you iriformed of the issues, events, and plans which 
concern you as afemale player. We can offer you tl)e opportunity 
to share in group benefits as they become avail!lble, i.e. health insurance. 

. As a proprietor~member, t1e can offer you iJ listing in our 
newsletter as well as in our ads in the National Billiard News. We 
can encourage women to patronize your establishment. We can 
offer you tournaments to suit your promotional needs, and 
guarantee you a full field of top-notch players, regardless of your 
location. ,/ 

As an associate-member [distributor, manufactuter, or individual] I 

we can offer you an opportunity to join the only organization working 
to keep women active in our game. With your support, all of us will 
be,nefit in the long run. . 

Write us. We'. like to know that you car •. 

P .O . Box 19077 

Detr~ it , Mich iga n 4 8219 

, 
. ~ 
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THE BBIA CONVENTION IN FLORIDA WAS A GREAT 
SUCCESS WITH 249 PEOPLE in attendance. Of these, 95 were 
BCA tqembers. In · addition to participating in the BBIA 
program, which had sessions on the processing of billiard cloth 
and the repair of billiard tables, BCA held both a Directors' 
meeting and a General Membership meeting. 

FIRST ORDER OF BUSINESS WAS THE REPLACEMENT 
OF BILL SIMIONE AS A Reta'iler Director, who took a new 
business positio.n oUlside the industry last month. The 
directors voted to have Al ~affron of Saffron Billiard Supply, 
Royal Oak, Michigan, fill the unexpired term. Also to be 
replaced is Director Tom Marsh, whose new responsibilities at 
Brunswick caused him to submit a lette~ .of resignation. 
President Kim . Ga.ndy tempo.rarily delayed Marsh's 
replacement. -_ 

PLANS FOR THE U.S. OPEN WERE FINALIZED BY 
THE-DIRECTORS WHO RECEIVED a boost in their quest for 
tournament operating funds from several quarters;-- Almost 
$9,000 was collected when individual members began making 
donations during the final BBIA general meeting . They raised 
$2,800, which was subsequently matched w~th similar grants 
fromBBIA and NSGA. BCA would like to thank the following 
for their individual contributions: BOWLERS JOURNAL & 
BILLIARD REVUE, BOWLING & BILLIARD SU:PPLIES, 

. CLAS.SIFIED~ ADS 
Classified rates are $15c per word, 25c per word bold face. 
Minimum rate - $4.50 
QISPLAY AD RATE: $6.00 per column inch, 2 inch minimum. 

/ 

MAIL CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: NATIONAL BILLIARD NEWS 

CALCULAGRAPH in 
excellent condition $300. 

-GANDY 5x8 BILLIARD 
TA#3LE like new, in excellent 
condition . $350. D&L 
DISTR I BUTI NG CO. ( Inc. 
Box 6007 Harrisburg, Pa . 
17112 (717) 545-4264. ' -

QU ICKSI LVER BI LLiARDS 
CARBONDALE, ILLINOIS 

BILLIARD ROOM 
EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 

3297 W. 12 Mile R.oad, Berkley, Michigan 48072 

WANTED - 6 x 12 snooker 
table . Brunswic·k arcade 
model . preferred, other 
models will be accepted. 
WR I TE TO: Conrad 
Falkiewicz, 79 Woodmere 
Lane, Tenafly, N.J. 07670 

-
Vl FOOTBALL POCKET 
BILLIARDS" Challenging 
new game combining pool 
and footba II. Send $1.25 for 
your pamphlet. 
GAME KRAFT, P.O. Box 716, 
Niles, MI 49120 _ 

-
3 - 4x8 Slate pool tables. 30 
yrs. old. $695. 1 , Brunswick 
snooker table $895. Leesburg 

' Family Billiards( 200 N. 2nd 
St., Leesburg, Fla. 32748,904-
787-6332. 

CHALK 'N' CUE, CUE MASTER PRODUCTS, D & R - - 5 Schmidt Meteors 4 x8, 1 

GOLD Croym Billiard Cqrom 
Table 5 x 10 $300 .00. A . E. 
Schmidt 5 x 10 Carom Table 
$300.00. 3 - used 41/2 x 9 ·Pool 
Liberty Model ' $387 .00. 
Calculagraph, set for $1.50 
(working)" $175.00. Used INDUSTRIES, EASTERN SLATE, FISCHER BILLIARDS, Schmidt Meteor 41/2 x 9, all 

GANDY'&INDUSTRIES GRIP-RITE SPORT SUPPLIES L. newly covered Calculagraph 
- .......... ' , 

HOWARD, J-S SALES, HENRY W. T. MALI CO., REBCO OF Clock, Cues, Racks, and other 

Brunswick Sport King 
Snooker $250 .00. Box No. 7239, · 
National Billiard New, 329712 -

THIS SPACE. 

CALIFORNIA, ROBERTSON BILLIARD SUPPLIES, accessories. Inquiries-Jim _ 
GEORGE -MCCORQUODALE , SAFFRON BILLIARD Vaughn, Will sell one or alI.A-
SUPPLY, SAUNIER-WILHEM and TWEETEN FIBRE CO. C 618-549-8257 

- Mile Rd., Berkley, Michigan 
48072 

FOR 

RENT 

Any other contributions . are welcome and appreciated. 
PRELIMINARIES FOR THE 32-MAN-12 WOMAN U.S. 

OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP WILL start Wednesday, August 11 ~ 
Semi-finals will start on Friday, and the Championship Finals 
for both men and-women will be held Saturday night. Room 
reservations may be made directly with the Sheraton-Chicago 

. Hotel, 505 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, Illinois, 60611 (phone: 
312-944-4100). An all-session, reserved seat ticket (covering' all 
four days) is available for $40.00 including tax, as well as 
tickets for individual sessions. 

THE BCA DUES STRUCTURE WAS REVIEWED BY ' 
THE DIRECTORS, WITH ACTION ,being taken in regards to 
Active Members. Noting that the prior system had failed to 
develop necessary funds, and was deemed inequitable by 
almost all manufacturers, the directors ·voted to enact the 
f,?llowing schedule starting with the -next fisc~l year: 

Manufacturers-Distributors 
Billiard Related Sales 

Over $10,000,000 
$1 million-$10,000,OOO 

3 million-$5 milli~n 
$11/2 million-$3 million 
$750,000-$1% million 
Under $750,000 

Dues 

$3,000 
2,500 

2,000 
1,500 

750 
500 

New manufacturers~distributors to the industry (those who 
are just entering the industry through new products or a new 
company) will pay 50 percent of the above dues structure on a 
non-voting basis for the first year only. Hopefully, this will 
attract a broader base of manUfacturing and distributor 
members. ( . 

A NEW CATEGORY OF MEMBERSHIP FOR MASS 

Continued on-Page 22 

GUS SZAMBOTI 

~uJ«»n ~~ ~ ~ 

320 RUMPF AVE. 
PENNDEL, PA. 19047 

--::2 

Ph"ne: 
(215) 757-7280 

Jennings Qualifies~in Mafne 
Scarborough, ME-

Tom Jennings of Edison, 
,New Jersey won a spot in the 
BCA U.S. Open at Guy Little's 
F a mi I y B i 11 i a r d ~ , 
Scarborough, Maine. The 
tourney drew a small field of 
13 contestants. Mr. Little said 
that this was his smallest and 
probably the "least talented 
field since his first US Open 
Qualifier in 1968" (Ed·. Note: 
The lightness of the entry was 
proQably due to the confusion 
concerning the Open and the 
N.J . Tournaments . It could 

·have been the prize fund , but 
we hope that Mr. Little 
doesn't regret the statement 
of lack of talent. The NBN 
believes that it takes talent 
for anyone to sink 150 balls in 
competition) . 

Jennings defeated Mark 
Trainer of Buffalo, N.Y. 150-
92; Steve Shimkus , 
Sommerville, Mass. 150-114 
and in the 3rd round the big 
one 150-147 over Norm 
Pomerleau of Augusta , 
Maine. Pomerleau missed a 
difficult cut shot and Tom ran 
50 and out to haul out an 
excellent win . In the fourth 
round Jennings again ran into 
a tough game from J im 
Pomerleau, son of Norm Tom 
was behind most of the' first 
100 points but pulled ·away to • 
a 150-116 victory to put him 
into the finals . 

In the excitin2 fifth .round 
Paul Dobratz Jr. of 
Meriden, Conn .. , pulled an 
upset by defeating the steady 
playing Steve Shimkus, 150-
124. Another underdog, Mark 
Trainer , defeated heavily 

favored Norm Pomerleau 
150-130-. Meanwhile Jim 
Pomerlea~, playing some of 
his best straight pool ever, 
made the finals by defeating 
Dobratz 150-112. Jim's victory 
set up an ' eighth round 
confrontation- with defending 
champion Tom Jennings. 
Jennings n~eding one· win to 
qualify for the track to 
Ch'icago for the third straight 
year. 

Twenty year old Jim 
Pomerleau felt confident he 
could take Jennings and took 
a commanding 69 to minus 3 
lead early in the game. 

Pomerleau was the first of 
the green felt gladiators to 
reach 100 points, he was the 
first to reach 125 but was 
forced to sit and watch 
Jennings pull ahead with 
victory almost within his 
grasp . 

Tom did let Jim come back 
to the table-and the youngster 
proceeded to run a few. Jim 
tied the game at 137 and made 
a fairly simple break shot and 
as happens so many times left 
himself in trouble. No two 
balls were touching but the 
cue ball was way up on the 
other end of the table with a 
difficult long cut shot on the 
eight ball. Pomerleau missed 
and left Jennings with 13 
simple shots to win his second 
straight championship at the 
Scarborough Maine Family 
Billiards. 

Norm Pomerleau had tbe 
highest · run of the 
tournament, an 86 ag.ainst 
Allan-Scanlon of St. Albans, 
VT. and a very dramatic run 

Continued on Page 27 

The Finest In 
HARD 

CUE CASES 
SALESMAN'S DISPLAY CASE - HOLDS TWEl VE 

COMP LETE CUE STIC KS. 
QUEEN SERI ES - SEMI-TUB ULAR IN A L LIGATOR 
COVER ED MATERIAL, ALL VELVET LI NING. 

YANEZ CA SES 
Dealers Please Inquire-

85'3'6 CENTRAL A VENUE 
STANTON, CALIFORNIA 90680 (714) 828-9241 

-.:,: 
/' 
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~ VFW State Championships 
By Larry Miller 

FLINT, NII-
It all began eight years ago 

when ·A rt Hogue , Hank 
Marks, and Jerry Rokita 
decided that their regular 
gatherings on the basement 
pool table could be expanded 
into a league in their VFW 
post ( most posts ha ve a table 
in thei r bar). Interest in the 
idea grew rapidly among post 
members and spread to other 
posts in the district, and in 
February of 1967 10 VFW 
po'Sts in the Fourth Michigan 
District competed in the first 
organized tournament. 

Two years later the 
enthusiasm for league play 
had spread to such an extent 
that the State Pool !-eague 
Tournament was formed , and 
,today thirteen distrjcts 
participate in the annual 
event. 

The three guys who started 
it all still serve on the State 
Pool · Com mittee; Hank 
Marks is Chairman, Jerry 
Rokita Co-Chairman and 
Adjutant, and Art Hogue is 
Past Pool Chairman , In 
addition, the commit;tee is 
guided by George Strahinic, 
Quartermaster. Paul Secan, 
By -Laws and Rules 
Coordinator and Art 
Schrader, ,Banquet 
Coo,.dinator. 

+++ 
9:30 Friday morning, April 

24, and in the lower level of 
Chevrolet Motor Post No. 3087 
in Flint the long tables 
bordering the playing area 
are just about filled . The 
singles eliminations don ' t 
begin until 10 o'clock but 
most of the people arrived 
around 8: 00. for the player's 
meeting, breakfast, and a 
drink or two in preparation 
for the grind ahead . 

Four 31h x7 tables have been 
set up for the twoday event, ... 
the teams will compete on 
Saturday and a banquet will 
follow. 

The game is 8-ball , last 
pocket, single elimination, 3 
out of 5, loser breaks, Each 
table is assigned two referees 
who arrange their own work 
schedule. 33 players will be 
competing in three divisions, 
the divisions being a means of 
simplifying match schedules 
with no reflection on ability. 

At 10 o'clock play gets 
underway with Paul Secan 
announcing the matches. The 
players wear club shirts that 
identify their home post and· 

. themselves. The r eferees' 
shirts advertise them as such. 

The games are quick, easy 
to follow, and tremendously 
exciting. This tournament is 
my initiation to small table 
competition and I 'am 
impressed. Noise, people 

Tourney Coordinator Paul Secan, left, presents the All Star 
Singles Winners Trophy to Claren~e Russell , Post 3033, Mt. 
Pleasant, Michigan. 

1st Place Team Captain, Russ Pennell, left, Post 7309, Mason, 
Mich: and tournament state chairman, Hank Marks, Jr. 

walking by , the talking, 
yelling and cheering , none of 
these seem to bother the 
players. In fact , it appears 
they thrive on it, After each 
game the shooters- retire to 
the sidelines for a moment. .. 
the winners to slap hands · 
'with teammates and friends , 
the losers to listen to the 
second-guessing and 
consolation. 

And so it goes. For 51h 
hours the tables produce ' 
winners and losers until 
finally only six people are , 
left. These six draw into three 
combinations so that two 
people from the same district 
will not eliminate each other. 

" A" Division finds early 
favorite Ron Howle of Ecorse 
Post No. 5709 matched 
against Merle Preseau of 
Earl Shreeves Post No. 2496. 
In " B" Division ,John 
Zagorski from the Shreeves 
Post will play Don DeBruyne 
of of Harper Woods Post No. 
6784. and in "e" Division, 
Clarenc,e Trussell from 
Arenac Post No. 3033 is pitted 
against Richard Wooll of the 
Shreeves Post. (Is there some 
indication here that the 
Shreeves Post has a fair 
share of pool players'?) 

The first guys to take to the 
tables are Howle and 
Preseau. The coin toss is won 
by Howle who breaks, and 
after an exchange of shots 
wins the game. He also wins 
the second. Preseau, with his 
back against the . wall, 
display, some great pressure 
playing and comes back to 
win the next two games. 

In the last game Howle gets 
to break .. . and that's all she 
wrote as Ron gets out from 
the- bust. The consensus is 
that he will take it all. 

Zagorski and DeBruyne are, 
up next. In another see-saw 
struggle all the marbles fall 
With the 5th game, Zagorski 
winning the . first two and 
DeBruyne playing catch-up. 

In the last game, Zagorski 
gets out first, but hangs the 
eight! DeBruyne runs out, but 
he scratches pocketing his 
last ball ! Dejected, Don 
~huffles to the sidelines , 
waiting to congratulate his 
opponent. Zagorski, with ball
in-hand, lines up the table 
length shot, strokes.. . and 
miscues, missing the eight 
entirely. DeBruyne wins!!! 

The last two semi~finalists 
to play are Trussell and 
Wooll. This one is quick and a 
little .easier on the nerves as 

All Star Singles Runner-up, Ron Howle, Post 5709, Ecorse , 
Mich., accepts the :trophy from staff member, Arthur ' 
Schrader. Howle is on the right. 

Runner -up Team Captain, Merle Preseau, left, and State 
Tournament Co-ehairman Jerry Rokita. 

Trussell wins three in a row to 
eliminate Wooll. 

Into the finals. The players 
draw for a bye, arid Howle 
gets the rest , and is also 
assured of 2nd Place. 

The pattern established in ' 
the ,semi-finals continues. 
DeBruyne wins the first two 
games and Trussell gets up 
from the chair to tie the set. 
DeBruyne breaks in the final 
game, sinking 1 of each, then 
runs three before, missing. 
Don never gets another 
chance. Trussell runs out the 
remaining six balls and banks 
the eight to win . 

The final set of the finals 
increases to a best of 7 series, 
and the tension and 

(213) 372-6519 

excitement don't give an 
inch. 

Howle breaks and after 
trading shots wins the first 
game in two innings. The 
second game goes the same 
way. Trussell breaks for the 
third game and fails to pocket 
a ball. Ron, apparently in 
dead stroke, runs to the eight, 
but misses. The crowd can' t 
believe it. For that matter, 
neither can Howle. Trussell 
wins this game after some 
safety play, 

Game No. 4 also goes to 
Trussell, ' an ' uneventful 
maneuvering match. 

In the fifth game both 

Continued on Page 16 
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RICHIE FLORENCE 
DALEPATIEN 
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Dan louie ~st WOENA Champ 

Dan Louie, the WOENA champion, sizes up !l shot in the finals. Bulletin photo by Ross Chandler 

Reprinted from The Bend, 
Oregon Bulletin. 

By Monte Enbysk . 

Bulletin Staff Writer 
It' took 'exactly 3 hours and 

45 minutes to do it , but Dan 
Louie of Seattle finally put 
away Mike Sigel of 
Rochester, N.Y., Thursday 
night for the all-around ) 
championship of the World 
Open' Eight and Nine-Ball 
Association pool tournament 
at the Inn of the Seventh 
Mountain. 

The 23-year-old Louie, 
hardly well-known before the 
tournament began two weeks 
ago, needed three sets of 

, matches to notch the victory. 
After ' los ing the opening 
eight-ball , then n ~ne-ball 
matches in the first two 
rounds, he hung tough to take 
the last match of each round. 
Then in the third and deciding 
set, L ouie took advantage. of 
two crucial Sigel misses to 
run a couple of streaks and 
end the marathon 

It was a superb 
demonstration of pool by both 
players throughout the 
evening, the kind you see on 
ABC's Wide World of Sports . 
Time and again, Louie and 

. Sigel were successful on the 
most difficult of . shots and 
each , especially Louie , set 
himself up well on the table . 

Though neither missed 
very often, Louie 's errant 
shots were more ti.mely. But 
each was . on the verge of 
finishing off the other many 
times, and a foul or a miss 

, turned the tide . 
To take the all-around title, 

a player had to win both the 

eight-ball and nine-ball 
. matches . Louie and Sigel split 

the first set of best-of -15 
games , and the second set of 
best-of-seven . 

In the opening set, which 
began at 8 p.m . before a 
capacity crowd of more than 
300, Louie sped off to a 3-1 
lead in eight-ball. After an 
exchange of misses , he won 
another two games , racking 
the table in the sixth . 

Then Louie fouled . Sigel 
took over and finished the . 
game, making the deficit 5-2. 
The . slim 22-year-old 
proceeded to rack the table 
the next six games and 
claimed an 8'-6 win to take the ' 
lead . _ 

The nine-ball contest was 
neck-and-neck all the way, 
Sigel , a left-hander , took a 1-0 
edge , then fell behind 2-1. He 
tied the score again a t 2-2, 
then ' 3-3, then 4-4, before 
Louie moved up wi th two 
straight racks 6-4, Sigel won 
the next three , then missed on 
the break of the 14th game, 
Louie went to work and took 
the final pair of games , 
forcing another playoff . 

In the second series , Sigel 
racked the table in four 
straight games for the nine
ball victory . All Louie could 
was to sit and to watch . 

But the slender , dark 
. Se~ttle native , who is a 1975 
graduate of Washington State 
University in business 
administra tion-, got his 
chance in the second eight
ball match. He went ahead 2-
0, watched Sigel come back 
and tie it 2-2, then took 

* The Choice of Champions * 

Custom Cues by 
Bert Sc~rager 

10907 Magnolia Blvd. 
North Hollywood, CA. 91601 

Phone 
(213) 763-9600 

advantage of a miss and a 
foul by his opponent to win 4-
2. Another match was forced 
to determine a champion and 
many spectators decided it 
was time to go home . 

In the final best-of-three 
series , Louie was at his best. 
After Sigel missed, he 
finished the table for the first 
game in eight-ball and racked 
it in the--Second. 

Louie swept through the 
first nine-ball game, too, but 
his chance to end the match in 
two straight was nullified 
when he failed to sink a ball 
on the next break. Sigel took 
over, and after four shots , 
missed too, ending his play 
for the night. Louie got up and 
sank the las t four to win the 
game, the match, a nd the all
around title. 

"It wa!? my fault ," said a 
disappointed Sigel , "I missed 
the eight-ball on an easy shot 
in the second game," he said , 
referring to his final shot of 

the evening . "I should have 
won it earlier ." 

An elated Louie was 
surrounded b y 
photographers , autograph
seekers , newspersQns and 
well-wishers . 

"ihad my dou'bts at times, 
but all I could do wa.s hang in 
tight and do the best I could," 
he said . "I feel I shot to the 
best of my ability and shot 
well under pressure . 

"This was my first major 
tourn~ment win," he added . 
"I've only played in three 
really big ones . 

Louie , who won seven 
straight tournament victories 
to get into the nine-ball finals> 
Wednesday . night , was 
delighted by tne fact that a 22~ 
and a 23-year-old had bested 
the rest of the competition, 
including some veteran world 
champions ;-

" This is probably the 
youngest field in the finals of 
a world class tournament 

ever . I think that's great," he ' 
said. 
Louie was awarded an extra 

$3,000 in prize money, to go 
along wi th the $5,000 he 
captured with his nine-ball 
division title. Sigel also won 
$5 ,000 for his eight-ball 
crown. 

Tournament promoter 
Ronnie Allen hailed. the 
tournament as " naturally , a 
success ." 
. "Though we lost a little bif 
of money on it , we now have a 
new association (WOENA), 
with a lot more credibility . 
We ha ve some 200 new 
members in the association 
because of this tournament. 

" It was a good tournament, 
and I thank the people of 
Bend ." 

Then , after: midnight , 
everyone filed out of the Inn 
of the Seventh Mountain 's 
convention center . A pool 
champion had finally been 
decided . 

Ruth McGinnis, Dorothy Wise' 

'Elected to WPBA Hall _of Fame 
Livonia , MICH.-

At the first general meeting 
of the Women's Professional 
Billiard Alliance, Ruth 

. McGinnis and Dorothy Wise 
became the. first two 
members of the WPBA Hall 
of Fame by unanimous vote. 

Ruth McGinnis was the 
forerunner of today's female 
player. She paved the way for 
female competition by 
playing against mo~t of the 
top male players - of the 
twenties and thirties, and 
often ran a hundred , 
recording a personal high run 
of 182. 

Dorothy Wise is a five-time 
U.S. Open Champion and is 
credited with being the 
inspirational force behind the 
tremendous increase of 
women's participation in 
pool. -

The WPBA applauds the 
pioneering efforts of these 
two fine players who have 
long deserved recognition. 

Other topics of discussion 
at the meeting centered 
around forthcoming WPBA 

Free Lessons 

events which will include 8-
ball, 9-ball, and straight pool 
tournaments. 

For information contact: 
Women's Professional 
Billiard Alliance, P.O. Box 
19077, Detroit, Michigan, 
48219. 

Billiard Leagues 

Bill Stigall's Family ' BiUiards 
7207 N. Nebraska Street 

Tampa, Florida 33604 

~ NeiiJ" H()me of the Southeastern .Open 
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A Talk with Butera 

What's New with Lou'? 
By Lee Thompson 

San Diego, CAL-
Owner and genial host Jack 

Lamon celebrated the eighth 
anniversary of his Billiard 
Ta vern by sponsoring ten 
tournaments during the 
month of May . 

Highlighting these events 
was the three day appearance 
of World Champion Lou 
Butera in exhibition matches 
in Straight Pool and Nine
ball. 

His friend Bob Barney and 
local players Richard Sculley 
and Karl Swanstorm were his 
opponents . 

Butera closed each 
exhibition with fancy trick 
shots using his new cue made 
by none other than Bert 

. Schrager. Lou's obvious pride 
in its ,beauty and 
craftsmanship was shared by 
the crowd, adding a personal 
touch to the three-day event. 

never compete in the U.S. 
Open. 

Q-What about exhibitions? 
Lou-I'll appear in as many 

exhibitions as I can. I will 
also continue to instruct. 
My not competing in 
tournament play doesn ' t 
mean I'm going to stop 
doing whatever I can to 
fur ther the game and 
improve its image. I will 
always do that. 

Q-How has criticism in certain 
quarters as to your style of 
play and your 
outspokenness affected 
you? 

Lou-As to my style of play. I 
have won eleven of thirty
three tournaments entered. 
I think that's a pretty good 
average. I ,notice my critics 
are silent when I win . 
As for my outspokenness 
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. I had the pleasure of 
meeting Lou and his gracious 
wife Carol prior to the 
exhibition, and though Lou 
was very busy ~ he was kind 
enough to grant this fledgling 

. Wishful thinking won ' t 
bring about change. I have 
to speak out against the old 
status quo. We have to 
move ahead and we will. 
When I'm criticized I 
consider that a plus. It 
means they are listening. 

LOU BUTERA, right, shows Jack LamoR his new $1 ,000 Schrager Cue . 

reporter the , following 
interview. . 

Q.-How much of your time 
will be devoted to 
tournament play? 
Lou-I don't plan on entering 
an ymore tournaments 
because the cash prizes are 
too small . After expenses a 
player is lucky if he breaks 
even . And only if he comes 
in first. We spend years 
practicing and developing 
our skills and it 's time this 
factor was recognized and 
reflected in higher cash 
prizes. 

Q-What about the U.S. Open? 
Lou-I wouldn't play in 

another U.S. Open no 
matter what! Their 
referees are incompetent 
and my letters of protest 
have gone unanswered. In 
other sports, their referees 
must be trained. Only then 
are they considered 
qualified to oversee a game 
or match. Until our referees 
are similarly trained, I will 

'4r --

, Q-Do you see any change in 
the way you attained your 
goals in pool as opposed to 
the young players of today? 

'4r 

Lou-Yes. There are more 
tournaments today, so it's 
easier for a young player to 
gain recognition. Mark 
Beilfuss is one who I think 
will be one of the greatest 
players in the game. But , if 
the same conditions 
prevail, what good will it do 
him? 

Q-How does a young player 
get the opportunity to play 
top professionals enough 
times so that he can 
eventually compeJe on 
their level? 

Lou-Speaking for myself, 
whenever I heard a top 
player was coming to 
Pennsylvania for an 
exhibition, I would be there 
to ask if I could bt his 
opponent. The experience I 
gained ' proved invaluable 
and eventually led to my 
own recognition . Most of 
our top players are willing 
to give an unknown player a 
chance. 

'4r r" 
~. 

SOLD IN BILLIARD ROOMS 
THROUGHOUT THE USA 

~ -Kelly Cue Cases 

. ~ .. Send for bur n Full Color Brochure 

U 2357/ N. 54tt:t . 
~ Milwaukee, Wise. 53210 
) r 

Q-How is your new busutess 
venture, the "Tip-Tapper" 
coming along? 

Lou-It looks good. l believe 
our Tip-Tapper is superior 
to anything . being offered 
because it doesn 't scuff or 
tear the cue tip. We plan to 
expand our market to 

include Europe and Japan 
sometime in June. I will 
also be- opening my own 
billiard service and supply 
store in the near future. 
That 's all I can say for now. 
The interview over , I 

couldn't help but admire Lou 
for his strong convictions. His 
"boycott " of future 

tournaments is not merely a 
perSonal protest, but a step 
taken in behalf of all players. 

There are other players 
just as committed in 
bringing about needed 
change and .while their 
methods may vary , they 
share ~ou's dedication to the 
game and its future . 
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Big Steve Wa ks ff with Another One 
Continued from Page 3 

almost approached the comic 
<li ke a Greek tragedy) 
because Abrams nonetheless 
held a '76 Open berth by 
virtue of paying the sanction 
fee to the B.C.A. nine months 
earlier, long before most on 
us in the game of billiards 
even learned how to -spell 
"boycott. " 

Thus Abrams announced a t 
the players meeting that he 
would award that U.S. Open 
berth to one of the players in 
the field . And although he 
didn't say so at the time, one 
presumed that he would offer, 
it to the highest finishing non
qualified player. 

To one who is untrained in 
these matters , this then 
seemed clearly to be a "non
U.S. Open qualifier" with a 
U.S. Open berth at stake. You 
come up with your own name 
for the situation. 

What Is He Looking At? 

'Wha tever , as Archie would 
say; the · P.P.P.A. people 
there seemed satified with it. 
So was the B.C.A. , I guess , 
and Abrams and the fans 
were all smiling, too. 

So on it went in its usual 
classyfashion~ 

There were other first 
round fireworks besides 
Hopkins ' -fine game. Jack 
Colavita , one· of. the game's 
prem i er gentlemen , 
unleashed a run of 98 on his 
way to a 3-inrting, 1?5-11 win 
over Rick Ruxton. 

Irving Crane tangled in an 
intrastate battle 'with Ernie 
Costa, and in a long struggle, 
prevailed 125-31. 

Crane drew a second round 
game five minutes later with 
Marshall Boelter. Warming 
up a bit, Crane combined a 
run of 55 with good defense 
and steady shooting to post 
his second victory. Though 2-0 
at that point he had both J im 
Rempe and Steve Mizerak to 
face on Saturday. 

Mizerak drew Rempe in his 
first game for: Friday night's 
big-name-match-up. It was a 
weird gam,e with Rempe 
breaking , and then 8 of the 
next 9 turns ending with fouls 
by the two stars. 

Steve ran 43 (minus a 
scra tch ) off J im's break 

Rempe answered with 82 
(minus a scratch). Mizerak 
made 4 and took a foul; 
RemPr took - a foul ; then 
Mizerak got loose for 11 balls 
but got stuck and took a foul . 

Rempe then blasted a 
tempting but very risky 4-ball 
combination-kiss shot out of 
the rack , only to scratch dead 
into the side. Tha twas 3 in a 
row, forcing him to break the 
full rack, and making the 
score 64-55 in his favor. 

Mizerak made 8, but then 
got in trouble . He banked a 
long , tough one-ball , but 
missed both the pocket and a 
remotely possible helping 
kiss . That was the first 
missed ball of the game and 
Rempe went to work with a 
64-63 lead. 

He ran 37, only to suffer yet 
another scratch, a tough side 
pocket teaser . Mizerak ran 
but 12 before again being 
stuck , and he took the eighth 
foul of the ten turns played. 

Rem pe' s safety attempt 
was legal, but not quite 
adequate and Mizerak tore 
loose for a run of 51-and-out. 
It was only 6 innings , but they 
had packed a heck of a lot in 
those few frames . 

Meanwhile , Cola vita put a 
second "w" in his column 
and appeared to take 
command in his bracket. 
Jack had now won two games 
in a total of 9 innings; that's a 
balls per inning_ average of 
.27.77! , 

IRVING CRANE-It's our photographer 's eyes, not yours, 
that are out of focus. , 

Then there was the surprise 
that Pat Fleming had for AI 
Hopkins in their second 
game. Hopkins was fresh off 
his 125-and-out, but Fleming 
was apparently unimpressed 
as he socked an 89 ·off the 
break, and coasted to a big 
win in their bracket. 

Saturday he and Hopkins 
continued to win and they 
both made the final bracket of 
8 from preliminary bracket 
A. . 

In bracket B , Mizerak . 
breezed to a 3-1 mark, losing 
only to Ernie Costa 123-125 
after Mizerak's advancement 
to the finals was assured. But 
it did Costa little good, as his 
lasfgame with Marsh Boelter 
would put Ernie either 2nd 
(and into the finals) or 5th 
and last in the bracket. 

Boelter , though out of the 
finals regardless , played 
hard and took the game 125-
106. The other finals spot then 
was settled by ball count 
between Crane and Rempe , 
who were both done with 2-2 
marks . Crane had the better 
count by 25 balls, so he and 
Mizerak advanced . 

(Isn't there something 
wrong with a tie-brea~ing 

system that takes two players 
who are tied with 2·2 records 
and advances the player that 
lost the m a tch played 
between the two ?? ? Nothing 
against Crane, but there are a 
lot of people who fe el that 
before counting balls , it 
should be asked : Who beat 
who when the tied players 
played each other ???) 

Bracket C was a waltz for 
Mark BeiJ fuss and Tom 
Spencer, as they both went 3-1 
to reach the finals. 

Rich Riggie was the 
kingpin in the D bracket , 
posting a 4-0 rec~rd to lead 
the way into Sunda y's 8-man 
final round robin . 

'Bob "Mr . V" Vanover 
joined him after ending up 
\\ith a 3-1 record . Colavita , 
afte his very strong start. 
had lo~ t his last 2 games and 
was out of i t , fi n'shing third In 

the D bracket. 
The fin als ' firs t round 

Tom Smith, left, a 95-year old player who has met and played 
almost all the greats poses with the world's greatest unknown 
player, Do~ Willis. 

match-Ups featured Steve 
Mizerak against 16-year-old 
Mark Beilfuss . Some of the 
sweaters thought this was 
throwing the lamb to the Big 
Bad Wolf. Wrong . 

Big Steve was human , and 
when Mark hit him with a ' 
solid run of 126 (tournament 
high run ), Mizerak didn 't 
have the wind to huff and puff 
and blow him down. Beilfuss 
took a 150-64 win . 

Crane , Fleming and 
Hopkins also posted wins in 
the first round . Riggie, 
Vanover and Spencer thus 
began with losses . 

Second round games , so 
critical to establish 
confidence and momentum, 
gave Fleming and Hopkins 2-
o marks, while Mizerak and 
Riggie pulled even at 1-1. The 
victory by Mizerak was over 
Crane, and came after Steve 
reached 147 and stopped, then 
149 in the next inning and 
stopped again. 

Crane was able to get 
started then, and appeared on 
his way out as he shot a break 
shot needing just 10 balls . The 
break shot was hit very well , 
but wi th one of those brutal 
and unexplainable rolls , the 
cue ball went through the 
rack and wi th cruel slowness 
crawled into the side pocket 
for a scratch . A couple of 

seconds later it was over at 
Mizerak 150, Crane 139, but it 
had Crane shaking his head 
for a couple of hours . 

The third round saw Crane 
rebound from that hard loss 
to give Hopkins his first 
defeat in the finals . That 
meant that Fleming, who 
continued playing solid 14.1, 
was the only player going into 
the fourth round without a · 
loss . Beilfuss , Crane, 
Hopkins and Mizerak were all . 
still right there with 2-1 
records . 

Fleming soon had company 
though, as Crane was lying in 
wait for him in the fourth 
round . Crane played strongly 
and took a 150-25 win over 
Pat. 

Rich Riggie , the 
determi!led little bulldog of a \ 
competitor , then scrapped to 
a 150-129 victory over AI 
Hopkins , putting both of them 
at 2-2 . . 

So after 4 rounds, there was 
a four -way tie for the lead (at 
3-1) between Beilfuss, Crane , 
Fleming and Mizerak. These 
four were also the four 
players who are ei ther U.S. 
Open qualified or exempt , so 
no one was really out of the 
running yet for that berth. 
The P .P .P .A. had no 

Continued on Page 20 

LINDA SMITH-First time out on the big tables and a spot in 
the O~~. 
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", Profiles of~ the Champs (U.S. Op~n Type) 

DA~LAS WEST of Loves 
, Park (Rockford), Illinois ~ 

The '75 championship ~was 
his first U.S. Open title,and 
made him the first pocket 
billiard player to win a 5-
fig ure tournament prize 
check ($10,000) .. . 

One of only 3 men to have ' 
played in all 10 U.S. Opens 
(along with J"oe Balsis and 
Irving Crane) ; finished in 
positions 11, 4, 7, 19, 16, 17, 8, 
3, 25, and 1... 

A player who has every 
'tool' of a champion. west's 
only weakness according to 
many analysts is his 
occasional impulsive disdain 
for playing safety ... 

He' is considered the 
Midwest's finest player. and 
not only in 14.1; he plays fine 
nineball (possessing one of 
the game's hardest breaks) 
and is an excellent 3-cushion 
billi'ard player as well ... 

This year he'll attempt to 
become only the second man 
to win - back-to-back Open 
titles (Steve Mizerak alone 
has accomplished that feat) ... 

He'll also add to his $15,850 
in career Open winnings, a 
total that puts him in 4tli 
place on the overall money 
list (behind only Mizerak, 
Balsis, and Luther 
Lassiter) ... 

JEAN BALUKAS of 
Brooklyn, New York. 

-The '75 championship was 
het: 4th consecutive title , and 
made her the first woman to 
chalk up over $10,000 in Open 
prize money (her career total 
is $10 ,500) .. . - . 

She and Dorothy Wise (who 
won the first 5 Opens ) have 
each played-in 7 Opens, with 
Jean in her first (1968) at age 
9. Yet she has always finished 
in the top half of the field, has 
never had a losil)g record in 

' an Open, and has no~ lost an 
Open game since 1971. Her 
finishes: 7, 4, 3, 1, 1, 1, L .. 

At the table. she's textbook-
style personified; sound 
fundamen t ally. sm art . 
strong. and fiercely 

, 

- DALLAS WEST -

All smiles after defeating Pete Margo in the finals last year, 
Dallas was one happy guy. _ 

Photo, Eddie Laube, Jr. 

/ 

- JEAN BA UKAS-

West , and Bal,sis are the 
only Open players to win high 
run honors both in and out of 
the money; Dallas taking HR
out in 1966 and HR-in the 
following year... , 

He has a .654 winning 
percentage in the Open, with 
a 34-18 record. His total of 5._ 
games played puts him 5th in 
that career category, and 
he'll move up to 3rd this year 
in all probability ... 

His .654 percentage is also ' 
5th best amo-ng those playing 
in at least 3 Opens. And he's 
5th best in career wins in 
Open play with his 34 
victories .. . 

His ballcount total of 6687 is 
again 5th best on the all-time 
list, and with a career balls
per-game average of 128.6, he 
holds down 6th place in that 
department. .. 

His career B.P.1. average 
of 8.26 places him 7th jn that 
category. His personal high 
year for PBI wasjn 1968 when 
he tired in 1011 balls in 68 
innings, for a 14.86 BPI 
average over 7 games (and a 
7th place finish ) ... 

His jump from 25th place in 
1974 to 1st in 1975 was the 
greatest reversal in form by 
any Open champion ... 

Dallas weSt, U.S. Open 
champion - and the man to 
beat in the '76 Open. 
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percentage, second only to 
the 26-5 and .839 of Wise; 
Jean's also second in career 
balls pocketed, trailing only 
9-time . participant Geraldine 
Titcomb .. . 

Balukas leads the balls-per
game category, averaging 
72.4 in her 32 matches ; the 
woman play to 75 points, of 
course. In addition, she has 
the best balls-per-inning 
career average , a Z.26 
mark ... 

Her 1975 performance set 
two records for the Open: her 
113 innings were the fewest 
ever by the champion of a 16-
woman Open. field , and the 
resultant 3.54 BPI mark she 
compiled was the best 
tournament average ever 

- posted ... 
determined. A gifted" athlete. 
her poorest outings are still 
f~r too much- for any but a ' 
handful of her contem- · 
poraries ; and she never 
seems to have a bad game 
against those women who are 
within hailing distance of her. 
A true champion, she seems 
at her best under pressure .. . 

~he game ball in .the jaws of the,pocket, moments before it fell, giving Jean her 4th U.S. Open 
title. . Photo. Eddie Laube, Jr. 

J ean won or shared high 
run honors three times , and 
her 39 in last year's Open is 
second only to the 40 fi red up 
by Dorothy Wise in 1967 .. . 

Jean Balukas , '75 (and '74 ) 
(and '73) (and '72) U.S. Open 
champion - and as always, 
the woman to beat in the '76 
Open. 

. Jean has a 26-6 Open 
record, for an .813 winning PLAYER PJ~.OF:ILESCOMPlLED BY BRUCE VENZKE 

- ::;.-
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VFW State Champi nshi 
Con tinned from Page 11 

players get to the eight before 
Trussell wins on a great, table 
length bank. Clarence now 
leads the series, 3 games to -2. 

Nothing falls for Ron on the 
break , . and it looks like it 
might be all over as Trussell 
runs 6. But a half inch too 
much roll and Clarence is left 
tough. Electing to go for the 
win instead of playing safe, 
he misses the pocket. Howle 

; knows there'll be, no second 
chances here. Under do-or
die presssure he proceeds to 
run out, tying the series at 3 to 
3! 
~ight hours of pool shooting 

and it all comes down to one 
, game. The scene has changed 
from cacophony to silence. , 
You would be able to hear the 
proverbial pin drop. 

Howle gets to the table 
after Trussell makes one on 
the break and runs a couple 
before missing. Dropping six 
in a row', Ron leaves himself a . 
tough cut, made even more 
difficult bya partial 
O'bstructiO'n O'f the eight with 
Trussell's remaining balls. 
He can make it, barely, but he 
has to' thrO'w the shO't. 

Surveying the situatiO'n 
frO'm all angles, Howle bends ' 
to' the shO't. NO' gO'O'd. The eight 
misses the pocket and rolls 
O'ff the rail intO' an open area. 

After , all ' those games, 
including a winning streak of 
23 straight, Ron Howle has to 
settl e for second place. 
Clarence Trussell clears the 

, t:~maining balls and becomes , 
the ' 1975-76 Michigan VFW 
Singles Champion. 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

3rd place in the All Star Singles went to Dan DeBruyne, left, of 
Post 67S4, Harper Woods, Mich. Presenting the trophy is staff 
me'mber, Sylvester Coil. 

It's now Saturday 
afternoon, April 25. Twelve 
teams began playing around 9 
o'clOCk this mO'rning, and nO'w 
there are four left. They are : 
, District 6 - Jean Anderson 
Post No. 7309 from Mason, 
Michigan. Captain Russ 
Pennell, Ernie Dalby, Jim . 
Lievense , Fred Shattuck, 
Royal SeatO'n, LerO'y Saelans, 
Ray Spence, Terry RO'ckhO'ld, 
Neil Tripp, Spike Dwight. 

District 7 - Bastogne
Luzon Post No. 8715 of Battle 
Creek. Captain Russ Clinton, 

, Marty Koster , LO'U 
Immerman, Arvil Cruce, Mel 
Babcock, LeO'n fIepler . 

District 12 Albert 
Schiefer Post No. 2335 from 

/ Mecosta . Captain RO'y 
HO'lswO'rth, Ken Snider, Gail 
Denslow, Chet Hoy, JO'hn 
Plowman , Gar y Fountain , 
Carl Boroff, Kenton Harper. 

District 13 - Ernest G. 

; 

Shreeves- Post No. 2496 of 
Alpena. Captain Merle 
Preseau, John ZagO'rski, Glen 
LaRO'uche , Arthur Zaska , 
OttO' DO'nakowski , Mike 
Mischely, Richard WO'O'll , 
Jerry Male , Richard 
SzatkO'swski, RO'bert 
Tessmer, DO'ugla!? McCrumb. 

District 12 will play District 
7 fO'r 3rd place, same fO'rmat 
as' the, singles, t>,est O'f seven. 

Seven, hO'wever, is not a 
lucky number fO'r number 
seven as District 12 wins in a 
walk, taking the first three 
games and ending the series 
in the fifth . District 7 finishes 
fourth. 

Watching the team games 
is another new experience. 
TwO' referees are assigned to 
a match and both work each , 
game. Should a situation 
develop r egard'ing a 
particular shot where the 

. member s ' pla ying are 

1. Greatest bridge head invention in the his
tory of billiards. 

6. Lightest, smoothest, strongest, most versa
tile bridge heads in the world. 

• 2. Used singly or interlocked, they. will out
perform, out-maneuver all tother bridge 
headS ever. 

3. Ingenious interlock,ing device enables players 
,of pool and snooker to shoot over and in be
tween many balls. 

4. Make shots and safety plcws never before 
thought possible., I 

5. Position cue-ball for continued play. 

, 7. Bridges used singly or interlocked can easily 
be removed from playing area together with 
cue stick in one sweeping motion. 

8 . Silky smooth grooves and rounded edges 
prevent damage to expensive cue sticks and 
billiard cloth. 

9, A super bridgehead destined t~ replace all 
other bridge heads. 

' 1.0. A one time, only time, purchase. 

$4;95 per pair includes post ... and handling 

See -Your local Distrihutor 
OR MAIL CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO 

RUSSO INTERLOCKING BRIDGE' 
\ 
J -

P.O. BOX 629 

-Trenton, N.J. 08608 
Phone (609) 394-9815 

Patents pending 

3rd place team captain, Roy Holsworth, left, of Mecosta, 
Mich., Post 2335, and George ' Strahinic, League 
Quartermaster. 

hesistant, they may consult · 
their captain, and coach, 
There is a one minute time 
limit impO'sed on these 
consultations , 

The final , session is 
extended to a best of eleven 
series. District 13 will play 
District 6, the defending 
champions. --

Fred Shattuck ran out, the 
only runout in the finals, 

+++ 
The competition is over and 

it's time to relax. :Six hundred 
or so people are seated at 
almost room length tables, 
ready to celebrate the closing 
of another successful league 

Post 7309 from Mason, Mich. State Champs for the second 
straight year. In no particular order: Russ Pennell .. Ernie 
Dalby, Jim Lievense; Fred Shattuck. Royal Seaton, Leroy 
Saelans. Ray Spence, T~rry Rockhold, Neil Tripp and Spike 
DWight. 

No. 6 takes an early lead in 
the set, winning the first twO' 
games before dropping the 
third. The teams then win one 
more apiece before Captain 
Pennell leads his contingent 
to another two in a row. The 
series stands at five games 
for No, 6, two for No. 13 

It's all over in two more 
games. District 6 repeats as 
State Champions, the only 
team to ever win the title 
twice in succession. (Two 
years ago they were the 
runners-up). 

_AU the games were clO'se, 
except fO'r the game in which 

season and tournament. 
The dO'zen or SQ trophies 

rest on a table on the stage at , 
the front of the banquet hall. 
Before they are presented by 
the guests of honor and 
tournament cO'mmittee we 
will all eat our fill of salad, 
relishes, chicken, ham , 
sausage, meat balls, corn, 
potatoes, bread, and dessert. 
(Not to mention all the booze 
we can drink), Mter the 
dinner and the presentations 
two bands will provide music 
for dancing into the early 
hO'urs of the mO'rning. 

The VFW throws quite a 
party. 

NOTE: If you are interested in playing in the 

VFW League, all you have to do ' is taxi 

on down to your Local Post imd join up. 

As a mem ber you are entitled 
" 

to enter league play. 
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TIt~ROKEN CUE NEWS 

• 

GOOD NEWS FOR BROKEN CUE SUBSCR.IBERS 

DOUGLAS MAC DONALD 
Editor 

I am pleased to report to all 
the Broken Cue News 
Subscribers that your 

subscriptions to the Broken 
Cue News will be honored by 
the National Billiard News. 

Agreement has been 
reached between the Broken 
Cue News and the National 
Billiard News that 
commencing immed iately 
the National Bill iard News 
will keep available to the 
Broken Cue News a distinct 
section within the National 
Billiard News . In other 

Canadiari Snooker 
Championships 

Western Quebec tournament 
in early September . British 

For the 3rd year in a row, 
the Canadian Snooker 
Championships will be held in 
Ottawa and hosted by the 
Broken Cue. This year, 
because of the World 
Amateur Tournament being 
held in South Africa in 
October, the Canadian, 
known as The World of 
BlIIiards tournament, will be 
held commencing September 
26 . 

• Col umbia represented by 
Chenier Hall is in the process 

In order . to satisfy the 
demands from across Canada 
for mor e entries into the , 
Canadian Championship, all 
four of last year's semi 
finalists will be seeded' in the 

. eights . They are Cliff 
Thorburn, Bill Werbeniuk, 
Robert Paquette and Julien 
St . Den is . The rest of the 
players who have earned 
ent.ryinto 'the Canadian will 
be competing for the 4 open 
spots in the eights. 

After the 1976 Canadian 
Championships, because of 
internationa I poss'i bi I iti es, 
only residents of Canada 
holding Canadian citIzenship -, 
will be allowed to compete. 

As . far as the va rious 
playdown to'urnaments in 
Canada 'are concerned· the 
Ottawa'Huil area represented 
by the Broken Cue 
organtzation, will be holding 

- their Eastern ' Ontario-

of selecting their 
representatives, as i s 
Montreal through Snooker 
Quebec. Terry Haddock of 
Toronto will be looking after 
the Toronto and South 
Western Ontar io, Bob Kelly of 
Calgary and Ted Rousseau of 
Edmonton will be again 
asked to select the Alberta 's 
entries . Frank Bartollini and 
Rocco Rosatio of Winn ipeg 
will select Manitoba 's entr ies 
with Gabe Tarini of Sudbury 
selecting the North ern 
Ontario part ic ipa nt. 

Word from Quebec ci ty 
indicates that possibly for the 
first time that city will enter a 
player . For the 3rd year in a 
row the province of Saskat
chewan has no represent
ation. Makes you wonder 
whether' anyone plays good 
snooker there . No word has 
been received from the 
Maritime Region either and 
again The Broken Cue News 
might have to select their 
representative . Let's hope 
these areas become better 
organized and provide the 

. ' -.. .... 

',' . Continued.on Page 18 

·· FOR ·· SALE 
11 Table C~ntrodyn Computer" 'i 

Perfect Con.diti.on . 

'.. Co"ntact: John Bove . 
I~ •• ' • • ' '2197 Fife Cres~ent " 

Ottawa, ORtario 
''' 613-73a~Tl74 

words , not only will the 
Broken Cue News subscribers 
receive Canad ian news 
monthly rather than bi-

monthly, they will also 
rece ive the American pool 
news free of charge until their 
subscript ion runs out, at 
which time they can renew 
their subscriptions directly 
with the National Billiard 
News. 

Any Canadian news should 

'still be directed to the Broken 
Cue News 16 Kenora Street, 
Ottawa, Ontario Canada. 

This expanded communi
cation vehicle should be 
beneficial to both the sports of 
pool and snooker' throughout 
North-America. It'll give the 
Canadian a better oppor
tunity to g~t to know the game 
of pool and as well the better 
American pool players . ' The 
Americans will in turn have 
the opportunity to understand 

. 1 

the game of snooker and to 
recogn ize our international 
caliber players . 

Arrangements of a similar 
nature had been made 
previously with Q World, an 
English publication, but due 
to a management change in Q 
World, nothing became of this 
agreement. 

I trust the foregoing will 
further strenghten the 
billiard games in both our 
countries. 

English Snooker 
Championship Final 

After watch ing the 
Embassy World Professional 
S-Aooker Champ ionship in 
Manchester I was privileged 
to accompany < Maurice 
Hayes, manager of Q. 
Promotions in England, to 
London where I watched t he 
last few games of the Engl ish 
Snooker Champ i onsh i p 
Finals held at the Harrow 
Leisure Centr e in Harrow . 

M y purpose of thi s t r ip was 
to attempt to ascerta in the 
abiliti es of Eng land's entries 
into th e Wor ld Snooker 
Cham pionshi ps to be held in 
South Afr ica in October. How 
well would our Champion 
Robert Paquette and runner 
up Julien St. Denis fare ' 
aga inst these two top English 
players. 

Chris Ross is 42 years of 
age, marr ied ' w i th two 
daughters and i s from 
Woking, Surrey. To reach the 
final he had to upset Patsy 

Ladies' 
Tournament 
Ends' 

8 of Ottawa's best lady 
players took part in the 
Broken Cue's , Homeshow , in 
Nepean. Although the 
standard of play during the , 
tournament was below par 
the exciting final between 
Cindy Garland / and Lynn 
Moreau made up for it. The 
first game of the best of three 
final was won by Lynn by one 
point. The second game going 
to Cindy also by one point. 
The ' last- ,game was" won by 
Cindy or, . the black Ball. 
cOngratulatio'ns Cindy. 

Fagan in the Southern Area 
Championship. This he did 8 
games to 6. Chris' high run is 
142. 

Roy Andrewartha is 38 and 
comes from Wa Hasey. He has 
112 centuries with a high run 
of 140 . He upset John Virgo 8 
to 6 to gain the finals and was 
expected to defeat Chris 
Ross . 

Chr is roared to a 10 to 4 lead 
(best of 21) by the time I 
ar rived but Roy came back 
st rong t aking 3 games 
stra ight before Chris finally 
wr apped it up 11 to 7. 

Althouah the number of 
ga mes I saw was limited I 
feel both Paquette and St. 
Denis are on par with these 
players. They must overcome 
the difference in balls used in 

Paquette· 

Wins Again 
Robert Paquette of 

Montreal showing why he- is 
the Canadian Amateur 
Snooker Champion beat Peter 
Kippy of Brockville 2 games 
to 1 to win the $200 first prize 
money in the all-night session 
.played.af the Gem Broken 
Cue in Ottawa. 16 of Ottawa, 

. Montrec;ll, . ~ Hull al')d 
Brockville's best competed in 
the double knock-out all-night 
tournament. Robert has a 
ha,bjt of winning in t.h.e Ottaw~ 
'tou'rnaments having won 9 of 
the last 10 he has played in. 
There is no doubt that he 
stands an excellent chance 
this October '· in fhe World's 
Am~t~~r, to" b,~ heJd J!1 ,South 
Afrka'. '. ,".'" 

England as compared ' to 
Canada and this has to be a 
rea I problem. How well t hey 
can do this r emains to be 
seen, but both Robert and 
Julien, have defeated top 
English players in Canada . 
Julien beat the current wor ld 
amateur Champ ion Ray 
Edmonds 8 games Jo 3 and 
Rober t has beat John Virgo 8 
games to 7 in tou r nament 
play . 

A closing note of interest. 
When Bill Cottier, Cha irman 
of the Billiards and Snooker 
ControlCouncil, presented the 
pr izes he stated that it is 
more d i fficult fo r an 
Englishman to w i n the 
English finals .b.ecause of t he 
numerous top . calib.,~r players 
'than it is ' to win the World 
title. Let's hope our Canadian 
contingent proves him wrong . 

THE BROKEN CUE 
N.EWS 

16' Kenora St., Ottawa 
Telephone 613-722-1945 

EDITOR 
Douglas G. MacDonald 

C.A. 
., ,"',<l ,'.-;-

TH E , .~ BRO.Kt= ·~ , ..... CU E 
NEWS , I~ , .fl l:' ai~ I,SH E D 

~fT~6~~t .: ~~ ,[i.I~~~ 
NEWS AND ITS SOLE 
PURPOSE , IS TO 
PROMOTE THE SPORT 
OF SNOOKER AND 
BILLIARDS ACROSS 
CANACA 

All correspondence to be 
addressed to the Editor, 

Broken Cue News 
16 Kenora Street, Ottawa 

-

-



-

-

Page 18 THE NATIONAL BILLIARD NEWS JULY, 1976 

~anada's Largest Tournament 
The Molson Tournament 

hosted by the Broken Cue 
organization in Ottawa is 
Canada's largest 
tournament. This tournament 
is already in progress with 
190 players competing in 5 
classes. The inv itation class 
has the l ikes of Julien $t. 
Deni s from Hull, Robert 
Paquette from Montreal, 
Stan Holden from Brockville, 
Gabe Tar ini from Sudbury, 
Greg Kennedy, Gerry Watson 
and Andre Goyette f rom 
Ottawa. Also Tjno Malo, 
Eddie Agha and Paul Meany 
will be joining Paquette from 
Montreal . 

Not only is the Molson 
Canada's l ar gest 
tournament, it !las the 

, strongest field of players in 
Canada. 

In all 5 classes, invitational, 
A, B, C and D it is a double 
knockout tournam ent in the 
best of 5 ga me set .' Of course 

I n Carleton Place 
Ontario, ,Canada 

A well established Bi lliard 
Hall for sale to close 
estate. No r easonable offer 
refused . 

Allan I. 
Doucett ltd. 

P.O. Box 700 
Carleton Place, 
Ontario, Canada 

the players are given free 
table ,time throughout the 
tournament and even if they 
lose all their games they 
receive 6 games for their 
nom inal entry fee. 

Again, last years champion 
Robert Paquette, the 
Canadian Amateur Champ, 
has to be the favorite with 
Julien St . Denis right behind 
him'. 

Robert Paquette, this year's favorite, receiving- the Molson 
Trophy from a Molson representative last year. 

Jerry Kapchinsky 
Proves His Worth 

Starting with the British 
Columbia Amateur Snooker 
Championship , held at 
Chenier Hall in Vancouver 
last Novem ber, Jerry 
Kapchinskyof Vancouver has 
won all 3 of the major 
tournaments held in Western 
Canada . Not only did Jerry 
win but he won in convincing 
style and had century runs in 
each tournament. 

At Chenier Hall in 
Vancouver Jerry defeated 
Larry Mittermuller 6 games 
to 1. Jerry's high run was 114. 
This win earned him the 
Brit ish Columbia Amateur 
Snooker Championship. 

In April Jerry competed in 
, the Central Canada Amateur 

Snooker Championship 
played at Las Vegas 
Recreations in Winnipeg. 
Over $3,000 were at stake and 
again Jerry won convincingly 
beating Col in Nagiec 8 games 
to 3. He recorded a high run of 
123 in this tournament . 

Also in April Jerry played 
in the Wester n Canada 
Amate u r Snooker 
Championship held at 
Chenier Hall and there he 
defeated Ron Moen decisively 

THE 

BROKEN CUE NEWS 

APPEARS 

MONTHLy IN THE 

NATIONAL -// 

BILLIARD NEWS 
~ 

6 games to nil. During this 
tournament he had 2 
centur ies qnd a 99. 

The Western Canadian fans 
will be watching with interest 
his coming performance in 
the Canadian Championship 
this October where Jerry 
definitely has to be 
considered as one of the 
favorites. 

J 

Canadian 

Championships 
Continued from Page 17 

competition they need to 
compete on an international ' 
basis. 

/' 
If you as a spectator want 

to watch this fine snooker 
tournament r~member to 
keep the end of September 
open for your holidays. Motel 
rooms are arranged at 
reduced rates. This is the 

. same Motel where the 
players stay. If you wouJd like 
further information please 
contact the Broken Cue 
News at. 16 Kenora 
Street in Ottawa. 

WANTED 

Used Lathe for Jointing, 
etc. , Billiard Cues. 

BOX 363N 
National Billiard News 

329712 Mile Road 
Berkley, Mich. 48072 

Alex Higgens Will Appear at the Canadian National Exposition to Defend His Title, August 28 to Septemb$r 6 _, 
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$50~OOO* 

1976 World Open ' Pocket · Billiard 
" .' 

-Championship 
Sanctioned ,and Sponsored by the PROFESSIONAL POOL PLAYERS ASSOCIATION . / 

August 9th through 15th 
. at CONVENTION -HALL . 

"ON THE BOARDWALK" • ASBURY PARK, NEW JERSEY 
e--------------------------e 

SPECIAL APPEARANCES BY GUEST CELEBRITY 

"M- F" Innesota ats • 

e------~------------------e 

See the' World's Greatest Champions ' 
Irving Crane 
luther lassiter 
Steve Mizerak 
Peter Margo 

, Ray Martin 
Jim Rempe 
~lIen Hopkins 

August 9, 1976. 
August 10, 1976 -
August 12, 1976 
August 13, 1976 
August 1 ~, 1976 
August 15, 1976 

Lou Butera 
Jack CO'lavita -- ' 

Cicero, Murphy 
Ernie Costa 
Ernie lager 
Rusty Miller 
Mtke Sica 

Joe Cervo[l i 
Jim Fusco 
Mike Fusco 
Bruce G ras ing 
Earl Herring 
Mike Marotta 
Pat Fleming 

TICKET INFORMATION AND SCHEDULE 

Monday Even ing Session 7 :30 p . m. 
Tuesday Evening Session 7 :30 p . m. 
Thursday Evening Session 7:30 p . m. 

Friday Evening Session 7:30 p . m. 
Satu rday Eve ning Session 7 :30 p . m. 
Sunday CHAMP IONSHIP GAME 7:30 p . m. 

Ray Guilbeault 
La rry lisciot~i 
Steve Marino 
Herb. lehman 
Dick ' leonard 
Jim Burke 

Price $5 
- Price $5 
- P-rice $5 

,Price $6 

- Price $7 
Price $8 

SEASON'S PASS BOOK - ALL GAMES $25, if purchased in Advance (A lavil_gl of $1 6) 
If purchased at the gate, price will be $30 . 

Specify number of tickets or books and mail w ith your check to: 

PROFESSIONAL POOL PLAYERS 'ASSOCIATION 86 Vanderbilt Avenue, Staten Illand, N. Y. 10304 

For Information , call 212 GI 2-3737 

* Est imated 

J 
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Guilbeacult Qualifies 
In Salem 
Salem, MA-

Connecticut's Raymond 
Guilbeault earned him.ftelf a ' 
berth in this year's U.S. Open 
Tourna,ment with a stunning 
150-58 victory over home town 
favorite William F.arquabson. 

The Tournament"played at 
Salem's Cue and Billiard 
Lounge, followed a double 
elimination format and was 
played in two brackets with 
the winners in each bracket 
meeting , in a 150 point 
showdown matcp for the 
championship and a U.S. 
Open berth. Both Guilbeal:1lt 
and Farquahso~ advanced 
through their respective 
brackets undefeated. -

Enroute to the finals" 
Guilbeault posted victories 
over Bob Hayward 125-7-5, 
Chris Dziczek 125-33, Frank 
Jones l25-41, Larry Karalexis 
125-26, and Frank Jones 125-
2.6.,. , Farguahson meanwhile _ 
posted victories over Ed 
Fortin 125-25, Paul Dobratz 

, 

125-23, Norman Pomerieaul 
125-95, and Bernie Muck 125-
58 and 125-48. Both men were 
playing steady posting 40 and 
50 runs in each of their 
matches . 

In the finals both players 
started slowly as they felt 
each other out, and after six 
innings Farquahson led 8-7. 
AUhis point Guilbeaultran 23" 
and after a few safeties and 
qn 18 ball run by Farquahson, 
Guilbeault ran 28- 27 and ~9 in 
three consecutive innings to 
take a commanding 144-43 
lead. Af~r a 15 ball run by 
FarquahSpn which ended 
with a scratch, Guilbeault ran 
six and out. 

Third and fourth places 
were won by Frank Jones and 
Bernie Muck, while fifth 
place went to Larry Kara
lexis and ' sixth place was 
captured by Jam'es Pomer~ 
Ie au who also posted the 
tournament high run of 66. ' 

Mizerak 
Over 
Rempe 

Continued fr~m Page 9 ' 

Mizerak , 11-7, but Steve 
proved to all in attendance in 
the packed exhibition room 
that his reputation as the best 
player on earth is not 
unfounded, as he came back 
to beat Rempe in the playoff 
and win the top honors. ' 

The four day 9-ball event 
was pronounced successful 
by promoters Rick Tomanio 
and Joe Cervoni, and , 
~ttendance was reported as 
excellent. 

The final results : Steve 
Mizerak , 1st, $1,000; Jim 
Rempe, 2nd, $400 ; Al 
Hopkins , 3rd, $200 ; Ed 
O' Connell , 4th , $100 ; Joe 
Leanza, 5th, $75. 

Empire's next tournament 
is scheduled for August 26 
thru 29, two weeks after the 
World Open in Asbury Park, 
NJ. -

Billiard News Open . / 

Continued from Page 14 

previously qualified players 
for its 1976 P .P .. P .A. World 
Pocket Billiard Open, so that 
berth would be offered to the 
tournament winner 
regardless of who it would be. 

Th,e log jam loosened,up a 
bit in the 5th round, when 
Mizerak met Fleming and 
came away ~with a 150-55 
triumph. Beilfuss and Crane ' 
kept pace by registering easy 
wins over Hopkins and 
Vanover, while Riggie took a 
tough struggle ' with Tom 
(Spencer , 150-122. So it was 
tqen Beilfuss , Crane and 
Mizerak at 4-1 , with Riggie 
and Fleming next at 3-2. 

-The next-to-Iast round 
produced wins for all the 
leaders but Irving Crane, who 
ran int? Tom Spencer, long 
overdue for a big game. He 
got it against Crane, winning 
150-49. So after 6 rounds, 
Beilfuss and Mizerak were 
left at the head of the pack. 

Mizerak's opponent in the 
last round was Riggie, and 
Rich just couldn't get things 

~ cooking. Mizerak took a fast 
150-36 decision, and then took 
a chair to wa tch the rest of 
the Crane-Beilfuss match. If 
Crane won, it was MizerAk's ' 
championship. If Beilfuss 
took it, then he and Mizerak 
would have a playoff game 
for the title. . 

Crane got ou~ well in front, 
but Beilfuss continued to 
come at him . The young 
battler handled the pressure 
well , and played well , but as 
had been seen for these 4 days 
again, Crane is still a very 
potent force in the 14.1 game: 

The fincll score was 150-99 
for Cran,e , giving him second 

, place on ball count over 
Beilfuss , and Mizerak taking 
undisputed first. Fifth place 
finisher Rich Riggie received 
the U.S. IOpen berth, and of 
course Steve Mizerak would 
be the NBN Open 
representative in the. 
P.P.P.A. World Open. 

Once again it was four days 
of great pool by great player, 
and once again Cushion 'n ' 
Cue c~ar Ray Abrams can be 
proud of an excellent 

, tournament and his fine staff 
that makes it possible to put 
on such a well run event. 

Men's 'division results: 
Finals ... ,money 

Pos ... Name Record ... . Won 
1. Mizerak 6-1 $1550 
2. Cr-ane 5-2 1000 
3. Beilfuss 5-2 650 
4. Fleming 4-3 400 
5. Riggie 3-4 300 
6. Spencer 2-5 250 
7. Hopkins 2-5 475 
8. Vanover 1-6 125 
Charette-HR 
(in preli'm flight C) 50 

Colav-ita-HR 
<In prelim flight D) 50 

P .P .P.A. World Open 
berth : Mizer ak 

U.S. Open berth :Riggie 
Total : $4850 

TOURNAMENT CALENDAR 
ILLINOIS BICENTENNIAL 
9 BAtt TOUR 
July 9th- II th 
Ramada Inn 
Peoria , Illinois 
July 16th-18th 

',Bill's Club Room 
Galesburg, Illinois 
July 23rd-25th 
Miranda's Supper Club 
Milan , Illinois 
July 30th-August 1 st 
Skyline Restaurant 
Dixn, Illinois 

1st SUMMER MADTOWN 1 

WO}1EN'S 9-BALL OPEN 
July 17th 
Cue-Nique Billiards 
3 17 West Gorman 
Madison, Wisconsin 

CUE CLUB OPEN 
3-CUSHION CHAMPIONSHIP 
July 17 & 18 
Cue Club Billiards 
South Bend" In diana 

P.P.P.A. WORLD POCKET 
BILLIARD CHAMPIONSHIPS 
August 10th- 15th 

,Conve'ntion Hall 
Asbury Park , New Jersey 

B.C.A. U.S . OPEN POCKET 
BILLIARD CHAMPIONSHIPS 
August 11th-1 4th 
Sheraton-Chicago H~tel 

Chicago, Illinois 

SPORTS UNLIMITED 
8-BALL - 9 BALL TOURN. 
August 20th-26th 
Municipal Auditorium 
Burlington, Iowa' 

TduRNAMENTOFCHAM~ 
IONS - 4 DIVISIONS 
September, 1976 
Forest Park Billiards 
4425 North Main 
Dayton , Ohio 

U.S. MASTER 'S OPEN 
POCKET BILLIARD 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
November 6th-Dec. 12th 
Veld'a Rose Tower Hotel 
Hot Sp,rings, Arkansas 

CALIFORNIA 

. BILLIARDS 
By John Larsen 

\ 
San Jose, CA-

Par tners , Gene Stary and 
Ed Krueger with assistance 
from Dorothy Wise have 
created a unique Billiard 
~omplex, sure to please both 
player and spectator. 

Called California Billiards 
Inc., it is located at 5160 
Stevens Creek Blvd., San 
Jose, Calif. The room 
features a large parking 
area, a Coffee Shop 
overlooking 34 Pool , Snooker 
and Billiard tables, Pro Shop 
-and a separate Tournament 
Room with comfortable 
theatre seats, air condition~d, 
with plush carpet ' through
out. 

I 

At 2 P .M. Tournament 
, Director Gene Stary went 
over the rules with the 47 
entrants ; double elimination, 
one foul , cue ball in hand and 
best of 15 games is a winner. 
Play got under way with the 
capacity crowd enjoying the 
action until the early morning 
hours when the last shot was 
fired. 

Jesse Sanchez, the winner 
of the Loser's Bracket with 
only one loss, clashed with 
undefeated Tony Annigoni in 
the final match which was nip 
and tuck until Tony finally 
won 8 to 7. 

The mo ney winners ; ~ 
1. Tony Annigoni ; 2. Jesse 
Sanchez; 3. Gene Ahola ' 
4. Larry Krieser ; \ 5. Terry 
Osborne; 6. Dick Cook ; 
7. Barry Dorman ; 8. Roy 
Futternick . 

As ' Public Relations 
Director, Dorothy Wise is 
very busy teaching the game 
and preparing for the U.S. 
Open where she hopes 
to win ' her sixth title . 
Ed Kr-ueger as Publicity 
Director is keeping the ball 
rolling, while Tournament 
Director Gene Stary is busy 
lining-up future 
Tournaments. 

California Billiards is a 
good example of Pool and 
Billiards at its best. 

Good Luck. 

Balukas Sets Record 
Continued from Page 3 

finals showed the power of 
girl super star Jean Balukas, 
as she set a competitive 
women's record by running 43 
and out on Nancy Warren, 
The record was previously 
held by Dorothy Wise with 42. 
Right next to the Balukas
Warren match , Gloria 
Walker was whipping Linda 
Smith 100-43 which included a 
run of 35 by Walker. 

Balukas walked through 
the finals with no trouble as 
she played Titcomb in the 
finals for first plac~. Titcomb 
really was not on her. game as 
she had everyone giving her a 
long match with high scores. 
It had to fiap her strength for 
the climax. Result: 100-65 in 
favor of Balukas. 

Meanwhile , Walker and 
Frechen were going at it for 
third and fourth with Walker 

getting the best of it. 
Th~ game for the Open 

berth was played between 
Warren and Smith and the 
pressure was clearly evident 
with 21 safeties and cautious 
playing, the game took 110 
innings and four and a half 
hours before Smith took it 
100-95. A qrueling match fo; 
both the players and 
spectators. 

Capping the year's largest 
w,oman's 14.1 , purse was ' 
something which I hope we 
will see more of. In the. first 
round Sunday, we had Gail 
Breedlove and Madelyn 
Whitlow referee a round of 
matches. We need more good 
referees from the women's 
ranks. Both women have 
worked tournaments before 
and are fexcellent referees. 
Hopefully we will see more 
women as game officials. 

Joe Davis 
Continued from Page 6 

Joe greeted each one and 
patiently held children on his 
knee for pictures and signed 
autographs for fhe next 25 ' 
minutes . Many came with 
their Joe Davis books in the 
hopes their hero would 
appear and he didn ' t 
disappoint them ; he was 
there. 

The Davis, influence still 
dom inates the game as 

t ' 

almost all modern players 
from every country use his 
studied principals and have 
generally patterned their 
game after the Davis method. 

It is sad indeed that our 
heroes don't feel they can 
attend \ _ our national 
tournaments for the 
enjoyment of ' watching 
without being paid or 
bringing their rubber stamps 
to stamp autographs. 
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SUMMfR CASH SAlf 
/ 

MAIN OFFICE: 3297 TWELVE MILE RD., BERKlEY, MICH. 48072 PHONE (313) 545-7222 \ 

We've Got the Balls! 
HYATT No. 2 ;3E9~95 NOW $2450 

SPECIAL-Cast Phenolic 
The Bicentennial Ball 

STARS & .STRIPES $3995 
SET 

CLOTH-No. 1 Quality 
LAST YEAlI'S PRICES 

HI-RUN ... 100% Wool Cloth 
Speci.fy green, bl ue, gol d or rust color when ordering . 

-4xS Bed Cloth ..... ........... .. .. $45.75 . ' 
4x8 Ra il Cloth Set .......... .. .. 11.45 
4.x8 Sed & Rail Cloth Set ..... · 56 .05 
'4V,x9 Bed Clot h ........... . ....... 49 .80 
4V, x9 Rail Cloth Set . ... ... . .. .. 12.45 
4V, x9 Bed & Rail Cloth Set ... 61.00 
5x10 Bed Cloth .... . ...... . ...... 54.7.5 
5x10 Rail Cloth Set............ 13.70 
5x 10 Bed & Rail Cloth Set . . .. 67 . 10 
Per yard.... . .. .......... .. . ...... . 16. 15 

REGENT RUBBERBACK 
Rugged Wolyn, Embassy CIOtil bonded to.a rubber. 
rayon backing for extra long wear. SpeCify green , 
blue , ,gold .or rust color when ordering . 

4x8 Bed Cloth ................... . $34.25 
4';' xg Bed Cloth...... ... ......... 37.05, 
5x 10 Bed Cloth . ........ ... .... .. 41 .00 
Per vard .. . ...... .................. 12.10 

REGENCY ... Wool/Nylon Blend 
75% wool. 250 0 nylon blend provides s tretchability, 
ruggedness, streng th and 'Iong life'. all int o one 
clot h ... hard to snag. Specify green , blue , gold 
or rllst color when ordering . 

4x8 Bed Cloth .................... $27. 25 
4x8 Rail C l otll Set.............. 6.85 
4x8 Bed & Rail Cloth Set ..... 33.40 
4'/, x9 Bed Cloth ........ .. ........ 29.45 
4'/, x9 Rail Cloth Set...... ...... 7.40 
4'h x9 Bed & Rail Cloth Set ... 36 . 10 
5x 10 Bed Cloth .................. 32.65 
5x10 Rail Cloth Sel............. 8 .20 
5x10 Bed & Rail CIOtil Sel. ... 40.05 
Rer ya~ . ... ,' .... , ..... . .... . ... . 9 .65 

BILLIARD BRUSHES 
PROFESSIONAL 

Made ot extra stitt black horse hair. Three 
long rows at each end to allow cleaning under 
rail. End rows 1'4 inch. center rows, ')i, inch. 
Ends wire drawn center staple set. Block size 
3 inches wide by lL'4 Inches long. 

REG. NOW $547 
$9.95 

SEND CASH OR MONEY ORDER WITH ORDER 
\ 

OOMPLETE LINE OF BILLIARD BOOKS 
Winning Pocket Billiards by Mosconi . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2.50 

I nside Pocket Bill ia-ds by M izerak . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 4.95 
Position Play For Hi·Runs by Hol iday.. . . . . . . . . . .. 1.95 
Minnesota Fats on Poo l by ~ats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.95 

$250 
EACH 

BRAD 
Cue Scuffer 

Brunswick-Balke-Collender Reprint It requires only a 
1923-24 Catalog . . .... . . .. .... .... ..... . ... . 3.5U. few seconds effort 

History of Billiards by Hendricks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 5.50 tTo. give ~dewalBRAD 
IpS an I e matte 

Cannifax Charts-3 Cushion Diamon System . . .. .. " 1.00 surface with this 
Official Rule Book-B.C.A. ... . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . 1.95 parabolic scuffer. 
Game of Billiards by Cottingham . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.95 The shape is de-
Billiards as it Should BEl Played signed to retain 

by Willie Hoppe ........... ...... '.' . . . . . .. 4.95 .... _p_ro_pe_r _ti_p_c_on_t_our_. _______ ...;.;_ ...... 
McGoorty by Bob Byrne .. . . .... ...... ... ....... 6.95 

JACKIE GLEASON as 

GENUINE BRASS 

PAUL NEWMAN 
as HFast Eddie" 

CUSPIDOR ~e~~ 
'~~ .' 

) 

ADD90c 
i~~t FREIGHT 

~j Reg. 1lC") $28.50 TRAYS 
• NOW Reg. $395 """"====~ $11 97 ' $4.95 NOW ' 

REPEAT OF THE BIG 
CHALK BUY 
Dozen Boxes 72' 

Gross $3.98 

5·Gross $18.95 

10-Gross $37.00 

BLUE OR GOl!) 

(ADD 5% FOR FREIGHT) 

• '-'~§i'I':E'" 
\1\ II ~ GREEN DOT 

Q FAST DRAW 
CUE BALL 

Regulation 

Draw It Up 
Your Arm 

For The Best in Shaft Care 
$ 00 

IMPORTED BRONZE 
S\1-~ FRENCH TIPS 

s~~o 2 
FOR 

CUSTOM MADE · 
BEAD SCORER 

EACH 

AVAILABLE IN DARK WALNUT, 
GOLDEN OAK and CHERRY 

Plus 1.60 Frei!tlt . 

OUR NEW CATALOG WILL 
BE SENT TO ALL THOSE 
WHO ORDERED WITHIN 

30 DAYS 
SEND FOR OUR CATALOG ••• '1.00 

DfAlfR INOUIRlfS, INVlTfO 3297 Twelve Mile Rd. 
Berkley"Mich. 48012. 

313-545~7222 

-
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BULL SHOTS~ 
Continued from Page 9 

U.S. other than these two companies and now that they have 
combined we can only hope that the Triangle Chalk and Tip 
labels will be perpetuated. Tradition is a difficult habit to 

- break especially among pool players . 

SPECIAL MESSAGE TO . KIM GANDY (head of National 
Chalk) : 

Careful Kim , them big city boys may be ganging up on 
you . But you don't have to worry , with the next President 
(maybe) coming right out of Georgia clay . If they get too 
rough maybe Jimmy Carter can give you a testimonial that he 
cleans his teeth with National Chalk . 

OF ALL PLACES, HOT SPRINGS, ARKANSAS ... $60,OOO.OO 

PAULIE JANSCO AND BILL PIERCE announce a big 
tournament for November 6th thru December 12th this year, in 
Hot Springs, Ark. at the Velda Rose Tower Hotel. The same · 
format that was successfully used in Bend Oregon playing 8 
ball and nine ball . Race to 8, foul ball in hand . Special rates are 
being arranged at the hotel and the contract has been signed. 
The name of the tourney, "U.S. Master's Open Pocket Billiard 
Championship" with a $60,000.00 Prize fund . The prize money 
will be put in escrow before the start of the tournament and as 
far as I know this is the first of many 8 ball and 9 Ball contests 
sanctioned by the Billiard Congress of America . More details 
will apPear in our August issue but we have found out through 
our crack investigative reporting team of Ira Gitler and 
Mischa Gust that the climate in Hot Springs that time of the 
year is super ... 

BBIA ROASTS JIM WILHEM ... This is one chicken that _ 
did not have to have his feathers plucked before the 
roasting ... borrowing the format from the old Dean Martin 
TVer. The Billiard and Bowling Institute of America in their 
May convention featured some business talk, a display of new 
bowling and billiard equipment, some tourist traveling 
between Disneyworld, Sea World and the Wax Museum. 

Three directors whose terms expired March 31st , 1976 
(Don Ingermann of Centeury International Corporation, Fred 
Krommes of-Gebhardt Bowling and Billiard Supply Co. and 
Don Canfield of J .P . Stevens and Co.) were reelected from a 
field of six outstanding candidates . In addition , Steve 
Heckmyer of Brunswick Corp. was elected to the board to fill 
the vacancy left by the unexpired term of resigning T~m 
Marsh also of Brunswick. The BBIA Membership re-elected 
Don I~germann as president, Fred Krommes as first Vice 
President and Don Shimel (J-S Sales) as second vice
President. 

The BBIA ~roup enjoyed a new innovation , a golf 

Continued on Page 24 

BeA Break 
Continued from Page 10 

MERCHANDISERS WAS ALSO enacted. Retailers selling 
Billiard products throu~h multiple outlets or by catalogs may 
join BCA for a flat $1 ,000 per(year, regardless of sales volume 
or number of stores. BBIA will pay $1 ,500 per year. 

.PROPOSALS TO DEVELOP BCA-SPONSORED 
BILLIARD LEAGUES WERE PRESENTED at the 
convention and drew considerable attention. Tentatively, 
there will be three separate types of leagues developed and 
available to the local player: a billiard room)e~gue would be 
run by Proprietor members ; a home league would be run by 
Retail members ; and bar leagues would be run by this 
currently non-existent BCA category. Each proprietor, 
retailer or bar owner would sponsor his own chapter and serve 
BCA Player members on a local basis . Every month, there 
would be a contest of 8-ball, 9-ball, 14.1, etc. which players 
could enter for a small entry fee . Prizes would be mainly 
trophies and patches. In addition, local winners would 
annually compete on a regional and then national basis, 
expenses paid. 

THE OBJECT OF THE PLAYER LEAGUES IS TO 
GENERATE MORE INTEREST ON the part of the consumer 
by taking the game to him. In addition, the benefits to Player 
members would include subscriptions to both "The National 
Billiard News" and the "American Billiard Review," 
opportunities for instruction, patches for membership, 
winning con tests and attaining designated "high runs." 
Because of the complexity of the proposal, no dues were 
finalized for retailers , proprietors or players. However, a 
report 'will be made to the directors at the BCA Open, with 
hopes for the program being ready by the first of the fiscal 
year. 

BCA IS ATTRACTING WORLDWIDE ATTENTION, IF 
RECENT INQUIRIES ARE AN indication. Representatives 
from Australia, England, Germany, Japan and now Canada 
and Panama have asked if it would be possible to affiliate with 
BCA and to enter into worldwide championship. Your 
directors have indicated an interest , but will wait until after 
the Open to turn their attention to the possibility. " 

HAROLD ROBERTS HAS BEEN NAMED PRESIDENT 
OF THE BRIARWOOD DIVISION of Brunswick. He replaces 
Aaron Deskins, who wa!t appointed president of the Brunswick 
Division . Roberts has been with Brunswick since_1955, most 
recently as Briarwood's plant manager. . 

PRESIDENT GANDY REPORTS THAT OVER 30 
MEMBERS HAVE SAID THEY would advertise in the Open's 
Program, making it the largest ever. Over 5,500 copies will be 
distributed to spectators and through billiard rooms. For the 
first time, t,here will be space in the program for billiard room 
operators to advertise their establishments. Anyone wishing 
details should contact BCA offices in Chicago, at once. 

PLAYERS QUALIFIED FOR THE WOMEN'S DIVISION 
OF THE 1976 U.S. OPEN to date are : \ 

JEAN BALUKAS (1975 U.S. Open Champion) 
DOROTHY WISE (Past U.S. Open Winner) 

Continued on Page 26 

ACTUAL SIZE 

LOU BUTERA'S 
TIP-TAPPER 

PERSONAL CU~E TIP RASP 
IMPROVES BALL CONTROL 

$3.95 Each 

ENDS-COSTL Y MISCUES 
. / PAT. PEND . 

* MADE FROM SOLID HARDENED STEEL - . 

NOTHING TO WEAR OUT 

* SIZED JUST RIGHT FOR EASY CARRYING 

* KNURL PA TTERN THAT SCUFFS & SHAPES 

* SOLD WI.TH A COMPLETE MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE IF NOT.SA TlSFIED IN 10 DA YS 

'. * GIVES PLA 'fER CONFIDENCE IN HIS TIP 

. WHEN APPL YING ENGLISH 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

PRO LINE PRODUCTS CO. 
18951 NEWTON AVENUE 
SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA 92705 

I Enclose $ . .. . . . .. . ..... . . for . .... . .... Tip Tappers 

Name-... . ... • .. . ............ : . ....• . ...• .. ... . .......... 

Address. " ......... . " . .... , .... .. . . ... : . . .. , .. . ...•. . , . 

City . •.. . .....•.. . _. ~ ... . State .. . .. . . . ....... Zip ..... . . . . 
California Residents Add 6% State Sa.!.es Tax 

JULY, 1'976 

Spencer, 
Continued from Page 5 

Tennent, respectively. · 
Prior to the finals , it had 

been Pawelski who had 
looked unbeatable. He'd gone 
4-(} after drawing a bye, and 
averaged 12.82 BPI in the 
process . He had needed only 
12, 11, 10 and 6 innings to win 
those first four games. 

And in both games with 
Spencer, it was Pawelski way 
out in front early; in the first 
game, after trading 13's, 
George ran 56 to lead 69-13. 

But Spencer ran a 50 to 
draw almost even, and from 
there he out-scored Pawelski 
62--15 to win it and force the 
final showdown between 
these two U.S. Open veterans. 

As mentioned, George ran 
70 in his first shooting inning 
in game No.2, but then he 
stalled. In a series of almost 
go-for-broke innings by both 
players, George was 
outscored 125-7 ' as . Tom was 
able to run 36, 6, 'l:l , 24, 16 and 
17 (along with a foul ) to get 
out. 

The ' last 9 innings for 
Pawelski had to' be the 
toughest 9 frames he's played 
in a long while, but for Tom 
they had to be exhilarating. 
George, who just recently ran 
a 198 and a 144, has the tools 
and will be in the winner 's 
circle again before too long. 

Spencer will thus play in his 
second U.S. Open (he debuted 
in 1975) in Chicago in August. 
The others will have to 
continue their efforts, most 
probably in Joliet, Grand 
Rapids, or Lansing as the '76 
qualifying season winds up 
with 5 Midwestern Open 
qualifiers in the 6 weeks from 
Memorial Day to the 4th of 
July. 

Host Jerry Briesath had 
praise for both the players 
and his tournament crew. The 
local volunteers who kept 
score as well as tournament · 
director Dr. Dan McCann and 
head referee Gary Engelbert 
did a fine job. 

But the greatest praise is in 
accord for Briesatli , who dug 
pretty deep to run the affair 
in the interests of promoting 
the game. Both Jerry and his 
working crew not only had 
conditions "right" for a fine 
tournament, but also went out 
of their way to make the 
players feel comfortable and 
welcome. 

Andy Tennent was back in 
competition for the firs t time 
in some while and he played a 

Con tinued on Page 24 

MOVING? 

PLEASE ALLOW 
4 WEEKS FOR 

ADDRESS CHANGES. 
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Sports Promotions Unlimited · 
PRESENTS 

8 Ball & 9 Ball 
Tournament 

$33 000°0 PRIZE MONEY' , , 

OPEN TO ALL PLAYERS 

"August 20th thru 29th 
• TO BE PLAYED AT 

, 

Municipal Auditorium, Burlington, Iowa 
J 

Sanctioned by the WORLD OPEN 8 & 9 BALL ASSOC. 

pro~uced by RONNIE 1\LLEN 'and BOB LAMBERT 

. (The people who prought you to Bend, Oregon) . 

Format-Criss-Cross 
. Double Elimination 

Dress Code-Sport Coat, Suit or 
Leisure Suit 

Entry Fee-. $150 Each Div. 

Players Meeting, 

Banquet .and Draw 

August 19th-7 p.m. 

By A Player-
. For The Players 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTACT: 

. Ronnie Allen-P.O. Box 66, Burlington, Iowa 52601 

Telephone (AIC 319) 753-5461 or 753-5462 

(This tournament and its producers should not be confused with any Burlington, Iowa tournament 

in the past) 

Page 23 
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Venzkes "View BULL SHOTS World 
Crown 

JULY, 1976 

Continued from Page 6 

is he? 

Con tinued from Page 22 

tournament, with 48 of the members present participating. 
The press release stated that many hope that golf and tennis 
tournaments could become a part of future programs. We 
would also suggest they consider a pool tournament for the 
future . 

~ To 

20. True or false : The 1975 U.S. Open prize fund was almost 
double that of the 1971 event. 

Answers are on page 27. 

Let's hope everybody keeps their cool and the Open 
matures again in '76-'77-'78 as it did in '73-'74-'75. 

The BCA says it has to retrench. O.K., let's give it at least 
this one year of, grace to do it without pushing the dirt in on top 
of it. (Because if we don't, we might bury the game right along 
with it. ) 

If 1977 doesn't then show positive improvement and action, 
I could fault nobody who would then pull their thumb from the 
dike and seek the higher ground and hopefully greater 
potential of a new organization. But in '76 let's bury the 
hatchet, not the BCA. 

And if the answer ultimately means a player-organized, 
nineball-oriented, tour-structured organization, so be it. If that 
is indeed the answer, it can be accomplished through positive 
independent action, rather than destructive and negatively 
oriented activity. . 

If the PPPA or any other body can truly generate ~ bigger 
and better package than the BCA, it should just go ahead and 
do it. Like the better mousetrap cliche, the players, fans, and 
even the industry would beat a path to its door. 

And that type of fair competition would be good for the 
BCA and the game. What we have going on now isn't good for 
anybody, nor is it going anywhere. 

That's the pre-Open view from the bleachers. Nod if you 
agree, and scream like murder if you don't. See you next 
month ... I'll save you a seat. 

Spencer 
Continued from Page 22 

pretty steady brand of 14.1. 
His third place finish was 
certainly deserved, as he lost 
only to Spencer (the 99-and
out game) and to Pawelski (a 
6-inning game). 

Fourth place was taken by 
Mike Chewakin (Minot, ND) , 
who also lost only to Spencer 
and Pawelski , and by 
identical 125-80 scores . Mike 
could probably only play 
faster if ne were running 

around a half-size table and 
had a self-chalking tip on his 

. cue. J:Ie's fast and loose, has 
pocketing power, and gives it 
his all. With his approach to 
the game, he'll never be 
accused of stalling. 

Spencer's 99-and-out won 
him an extra $50 for high run 
in the money, while Walter 
'Schmidt pocketed $60 for HR 
out of the bread line . He had a 
57 against Hartman, though 
in a losing cause. 

A surprise ending to the convention came in the , closing 
minutes of the general meeting when a discussion concerning 
the projected deficit in the running of the BCA U.S. Open 
Billiards Championshlp, this August , prompted a number of 
members to make contributions to the running of the Open. 
The plea in behalf of BCA was made by former BCA President 
Mike Gieger . A total of $2,800 was raised in just a few 
moments and then the motion was made that BBIA as an 
organization contribute a similar figure from its funds. After 
considerable discussion , the motion was approved. The 
National Sporting Goods Association followed suit, announcing 
that it would match the individual donations , making up the 
apparent operational deficit facing the Open. All of our 
readers should understand that this money was contributed to 
make up for the deficit in the budget for operational expenses 
of the tournament. 

THE BBIA CAME TO THE PARTY WHEN HELP WAS 
NEEDED AND THE NSGA WITH THEIR CONTRIBUTION 
PROVED TO BE THAT "FRIEND" WHO WAS THERE 
WHEN MOST NEEDED. IF I HAD A HAT I WOULD TIP IT 
TO THEM BUT SINCE I AM BAREHEADED I WILL BOW 
SEVEN TIMES TOWARDS CHICAGO ... THANKS FROM ALL 
OF THE FANS TO BOTH OF THESE FINE 
ORG ANIZATIONS .... 

ADDITIONS TO THE BCA OPEN PLAYER LIST: 

Dick Lane of Texas qualified at Mike Asch's in New 
Jersey, Tom Kollins will make the scene through the courtesy -
of his win at Gary McManus' Crystal Cue in Grand Rapids, 
Mich., Tom Cyr will play after winning in Tampa, Florida as 
will Willie Munson. Tom Spencer won in Madison and will be 
right at home in Chicago at ' the Open. 

Just a note to some of the players who will not be able to 
make the ODen althoUl!h they have Qualified .. . Be nice ... Let 
the Tournament Director know that you can't make it so that 
some other player will have the chance to show his skills under 
the chandelier in Chicago. If what you are doing is to help all of 
the professionals in the game, do a little favor for the runners
up in the tourneys you qualified in and notify BCA so that No. 
2 can play . (If he or she wishes ) 

THE NBN WILL BE AT BOTH TOURNAMENTS, 
WISHING EVERYONE WELL BUT MOST OF ALL WISHING 
SUCCESS TO TH& "GAME ." . 

GLOBAL BILLIARD 'MFG. CO., INC. 

Manufacturer of Fine Antique Style Billiard Tables 

Pool - Snooker - Carom 

( 

Picture of the GLOBAL 1000 

DEALERS : 

Increase your profit 
Decrease your mechanics problems by 
selling the fillest tables on the market. 

7 Models in Four Sizes 

to Choose from 
For more information and free color brochure, 
call or write 

Global Billiard Mfg. Co., Inc. 
1646 West 130th Street 
Gardena, California 90249 
213-532-7972 

Our represental ive in South East United States 
GASTON-ANDERSON • 
756-1 World Trade Center 
P.O. Box 58407 
Dallas, Texas 75258 

, 2.14-741-6746 
\ 

Ceulemans 
Continued from Page 4 

While this was going on , at 
the next table Ceulemans was 
beating Dielis 60-33 in 28. 
Kobayashi could only 
manage 60-35 over Gonzalez 
in 39 innings . Unbelievably 
fine games in this round. 

In round nine all games but 
one went in less than 60 
innings Kobayahsi defeated 
Komori in 43 innings with 
Komori making 26 points in 3 
innings to preserve his 
average. 

Round ten found Kobayashi 
remammg undefeated , 
playing carefully against 
Dufetelle, winning in 49 
innings. Komori took firm 
possession of 3rd place, 
defeating Dielis 60-59 in 49 
innings. Dielis led by 29 points 
early in the game but couldn 't 
hold up. 

Now the stage was set for 
Kobayashi, 10-0, to play 
Ceulemans, 9-1 , for the 
championship. If Ceulemans 
won then he and Kobayashi 
would have identical 10-1 
records and Ceulemans 
would be champion by virtue 
of his better average . 

The standings after ten 
rounds: Kobayashi , 
Ceulemans , Komori , 
Dufetelle, Suguim izu, 
Gonzalez, Dielis, Korte, Rico, 
Anreiter, Diab and Ashby. 

In what was the finest 
World ' s Championship to 
date, the final round found six 
men playing better than 1.000 
and five of them playing 
better than 1.100. 

In the final round all games 
went less than 60 innings. In 
the Ceulemans - Kobayashi 
game, Kobayashi led 24-15 
after 10 innings . At twenty 
innings Ceulemans led 30-26, 
holding Kobayashi to 2 points 
in 10 innings. At 25 innings 
Ceulemans led 41-34, then in 
the 27th inning he ran 12 to 
take a commanding 53-34 
lead. It was all over in 6 more 
innings , Ceulemans winning 
6Oc37, holding Kobayashi to 10 
points after the tenth inning. 
A true championship 
performance. 

Ceulemans, in winning his 
13th World 3-Cushion Title in 
14 years set 8 new records ; 
best average for 3 through 8 
games respectively, 1.894, 
1.832,1.754,1.690,1.647, 1.594, 
1.547, 1.492. He holds the 
record average for one game 
in World play, 2.5 (60 in 24) 
set in Lima, Peru, in 196ft 

All in all, incredible 
performance in an incredible 
tournament. 
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U.S. Open Set to Go 
The world of pocket 

billiards will be concentrated 
in Chrcago, Wednesday 
through Saturday, August 11-
14. 

The eleventh annual U. S. 
Poc 'ket Billiards 
Championships, the pool 
p!ayer s ' a nnual Olympic 
games, will be held in the 
grand ballroom of the 
Sheraton-Chicago Hotel. 

Forty-four champions will 
,... compete for the title and the 

lion's share of the ' $23,000 
purse in the men 's and 
women 's divisions of the 
Billiard Congress of 
Ame ri ca 's 'C BCA ) 
tournament. 

For the first time, this 
year 's com petition will 
embrace Australia , with the 
appearance of a champion 
from Down Under. He will 
join Tetsuro Kakutch ,the 
Japanese champion , and a 
German champion as 
members of the foreign entry 
in the men 's field. 

Defending champion is cool 

Dallas West , Rockford, Ill. 
Sharp-shooting at Dallas will 
be such legendary pool 
players as two previous Open 
champions Irving CThe 
Deacon) Crane, Rochester , 
N.Y. (1966 ): LJlthet (Wimpy) 
Lassiter , Elizabeth City ,. N.C. ' 
( 969 ) : Joe Balsis 
Minersville, PA. 0968 and 
1974 ) ; and Mark Beilfuss 
( 975) National Junior 
Champion , Grand Rapids ' 
Mich. ' 

Jean Balukas, 17-year-old 
Brooklyn, N. Y. high school 
student, will be shooting for 
her fifth straight women 's 
title. Ms . Balukas, champion 
in 1972-73-74-75 , recently set a 
world 's woman high run 
record of 43 in a Detroit 
event. Mrs . Dorothy Wise , 5-
time Open winner from 
Sunnyvale , Calif ., will also 
compete. "-

Information on tickets is 
available from the Billard 
Congress of America , 717 N. 
Michigan, (312) 944-0205. 

Frederick Willys 

Intros IIConstellation I' 

Frederick-Willys, one of the 
nat io n ' s f oremost 
manufacturers of quality pool 
tables , table tennis and game 
tables, announces the all new 
" CONSTELLATION" for 
1976. 

Representing the 
traditional look in Frederick-

Willys broad new slate line, 
the Constellation has oversize 
3-piece diamond honed 

- Italian slate, a rich antique 
oak finish, massive leg 
structures , fine billiard cloth, 
solid wood top rails and 
molded rubber cushions for 

, professional-playability. 
'-

A · Trip 

Through 

Nostaglia 
Con tinued from Page 7 

and a band saw. The bulk of 
the work is still being done as 
it has been since 1799, by 
hand. A finished Thurston 
table, like a Rolls Royce, is 
not expected to last ten or 
fifteen years but several life 
times. In . our modern age 
where planned obsolescence 
is standard it refreshes your 
thinking to talk to someone 
like Mc Dennott who points 
with pride to Warrants posted ' 
on the walls from kings who 
have ordered tables a 
hundred years ago that are 
still in perfect playing 
condition. 

Finally arnvIng at- the 
general offices we were 
ushered ,into McDermott ' s 
office where there were 
orders hanging on the wall 
hookS, telephones ringing and 
windows ' on two sides of the 
tiny cubical but no visable 
electr ic lights. McDennott 
pointed out the window to a 
car and trailer parked by the 
gas pumps in the small yard 
which he said was about to 
leave with a table for a 
customer in France. The 
customer wanted it set up 
before Easter and this was 
Thursday. This kind of 
personal service is what has 
made Thurston's the cream 
of table manufacturers . 

Letters to the' ,Ed itors 
Continued from Page 2 

tip size, and possibly some 
pictures of the cues that the 
pros use? 

Also maybe the type if that 
doesn't put you in a bind as 
far as advertising goes ... 

Thanks, 
JAMES R. WEAVER 

P .S. Your paper's getting 
better all the time! 

Ed. Note : We are in the 
process of collecting 
information on the equipment 
used by the top players, and 
an article of this type will 
appear in a future issue. 

*** 
It is my .greatest pleasure 

to have an opportunity of 
writing a letter to you for-the 
first time. '-

Our ks soc i a t ion, 
Professional Pocket Billiard 
Congress of Japan, would like 
to invite ope American good 
player to Japan to participate 
in the forthcoming 
tournament. 

We have previously invited 
Joe Balsis, Dan Gartner, 

Cisero Murphy and also Lou 
Butera to Japan by our 
expenses . This time , the 
player who wishes to enter 
our tournament must pay for 
himself every expense except 
the entry fee, however, we 
would give assistances to him 
as much possible. 

Please publish this your 
National Billiard News as 
soon as possible . 

With your help and 
cooperation, we hope to make 
the most successful 
tournament. 

Yours in Sports, 
KAZUO FUJIMA 

Professional Pocket BUllard 
Congress of Japan 

NippOn Pocket BUllard 
Association 

*** 
Re: Where will it all end. 
June Issue, NBN Vol 4, No.4 

I opened my billiard center 
the 13th, of August in 1965 in 
this particular area , a suburb 
of Waco, Texas called 
Bellmead. The population is 
around 9000 with a trade area 
approximating 35,000 people. 
My billiard room is near the 

Texas State Training 
Institute, 2 high schools, 2 
junior highs, etc . The young 
people in this area had no 
type of recreation except one 
Drive-In Theatre. 

Yes, my message tQ Stuart 
Bishop and all others of the 
City Council in Mount Holly 
(maybe Holy), N.Y. is that 
you do not have many 
problems where the billiard 
business is properly 
operated, 

Yes, the stigma, of what is 
and what was the old beer 
drinking , tobacco spitting 
(etc) pool hall hangs on and 
will or could get worse now 
than when I was a younger 
man . Dope, Gambling , 
Hustlers, Prostitutes exist 
and will continue to exist until 
Jesus comes! This type of 
person will come into any 

,business place but they can 
be discouraged and told to 
leave a regulated business. 

I want to add that no one is 
without moral sins. When I go 
buy or receive anything I try 
to seek out quality, whether it 
is recreation, cars, etc. I also 
realize as well as they do that 

Contil'!ued on Page 26 

CO.MMENTARY 
Continued from Page 2 

us that if we wanted to collect such monies, perform the 
necessary bookkeeping, and then forward the amount 
collected in one lump, they would be happy to take the money 
off our hands. In other words, they didn't want to be bothered 
with individual contributions which would be of benefit to. 
them, but if somebody would do their work for them, they 'd 
love to reap the rewards. 

Does this sound like the attitude of an or~anization that, in 
its own words , " ... has never run the tournament for the 
purpose of raising funds for itself, but rather for the benefit of 
the players and the industry?" 

BUCKS FOR BCA? NO.3 

The Billiard and Bowling Institute of America held their 
convention in Florida in. May-, and the BCA received individual 
contributio~s at this convention from people concerned about 
this year's Open. The BBIA then matched those funds , and the 
National Sporting Goods ' Association then matched those 
funds. The total received by BCA falls somewhere between 
$8,500 and $10,000 . 

Where is all this found money going? To operating 
expenses! Not one cent has been funneled to prize funds, even 
as a good faith gesture. . 
. Does this sound like the actions of ~ organization that, in 
Its own words , " .. . has never run a tournament for the purpose 
of raising funds for itself, but rather for the benefit of the 
players and the industry?" 

IT'S ACCOUNTING TIME 

Operating expenses is a pretty vague category, and I, for 
one would appreciate a more detailed breakdown of 
expenditures relevant to the U.S. Open. I personally have 
witnessed BCA officials picking up tabs at restaurants and 
bars for groups of people (rarely players ) and I would be 
extremely interested in knowing how much U.S. Open money 
is allocated to these officers for room accommodations, 
entertainment expense, travel expense, meal expense, and 
miscellaneous general expense. From my point of view the ' 
U.S. Open is party time for everyone but the players, with the ' 
BCA picking up the bill for all of their hard working staff. 

In case I am in error about my observations, I offer the 
pages of this paper to the BCA to put an end to the uncertainty 

- that may rest in the minds of some people. Send us a copy of 
your 1975 income, capital, and balance statements on the 
operation of the U.S. Open. There's no better way to settle this 
matter once and for all. 

THE PUBLIC IS THE LOSER 

The real losers at this year's Open wlll be the fans who 
think they will be watching the top players in the country. Most 
of the top pros are on record as refusing to play in the '76 
tournament. 

Nevertheless the BCA has released advertising claiming 
to have the finest players in this year's field. They have even 
released a list of those players qualified to play. Now this is a 
pretty good shot because they are merely stating who is 
qualified, not who will play. So if the general public interprets 

. this as a list of players who will appear it's not the BCA's fault. 
Unfortunately; the politics of all this seems to fog people 's 

minds. Even the players, who have eVery right in the world to 
complain and be bitter, are guilty of misguided judgment. 
Now, I'm all for the Professional Pool Players' Association, 
their objectives, and even most of their methods, but the 
scheduling of their World Tournament to coincide with the 
U.S . Open is a mistake. Nor because they're competing with 
the BCA, but because August is the wrong tiine of the year. 
I've said this about the-Dpen before, and it is still true now for 
any tournament of such import. 

The obvious time to schedule a world class tournament is 

Continued.On Page 27 

************************,************* 

CRALKRING 
Beware! This may improve your game I Ring and 2 
pieces of chalk only $1.95. Buy one for a friend, 
too . One size fits alii Send payment with your 
order •.. delivery time one week. 

1365 E. Magnolia St. Paul, Minn . 55106 

************************************* 

• 
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BeA Brea'k 
Con tinued from Page 22 

MELISSA RICE (ACU-I , Women's Division) 
GERALDINE TITCOMB (from Marie's Golden Cue, 

Chicago, Illinois) 
GLORIA WALKER (from Gold Crown Billiard Club, New 

London, Connecticut) 
LINDA SMITH (from Cushion 'n' Cue, Livonia, Michigan ) 
VICKI FRECHEN (from Velvet Rail Billiards, Lansing, 

Michigan) 
PLA YERS QUALIFIED FOR THE MEN'S DIVISION OF 

THE 1976 U.S. OPEN to date are: 
DALLAS WEST (1975 U.S. Open Champion) 
PETE MARGO (1975 U.S . Open Runner-Up) 
J OE BALSIS (Past U.S. Open Champion) 
LUTHER LASSITER (Past U.S. Open Champion) 
IRVING CRANE (Past U.S. Open Champion ) 
TETSURO KAKUTOH (Japanese National' Champion ) 
J OHN CIANFLONE (ACU-I-Men's Division) 
MARSHALL BOELTER (from Marie 's Golden Cue, 

Chicago, Illinois) 
NICK VARNER (from State & Madison Recreation, 

Rockford, Illinois) 
RICHARD RIGGlE (from Cushion 'n' Cue, Livonia , 

Michigan) 
LARRY HUBBART (from Velvet Rail Billiards, Lansing, 

Michigan ) 
JIM REMPE (from Ted's Family Billiards, South Bend, 

Indiana ) 
MARK BEILFUSS · (from Crystal Cue, Grand Rapids , 

Michigan ) 
P AT FLEMING (from Hi-Cue Billiard Lounge, Elizabeth, 

New Jersey) / 
STEVE MIZERAK (from Hi-Cue Billiards , Elizabeth , 

New Jersey) 
BILL STOCK (from Crown Cue, Anchorage, Alaska ) 
PAUL BRIENZA (from Hi-Cue Billiards, Elizabeth , New 

Jersey) . 
LARRY JOHNSON (from Cue & Billiard Lounge, Salem, 

Massachusetts ) 
WENDALL WEIR (from Marie 's Golden Cue, Chicago, 

Illinois ) 
RAYMOND GUILBEAULT (froni Cue & Billiard Lounge , 

Salem, Massachusetts ) 
TOM SPENCER (from - Cue-Nique Billiards, Ltd. , 

Madison, Wisconsin ) . 
TWEETE N FIBRE CO ., INC . HAS ACQUIRED 

KIECKHEFER MFG. CO. (BOTH CHICAGO based' firms ), 
according to Bill Sheffer. Irv Nemecek, Jr. will continue as a 
manager. 

SAVE MONEY. Get reserved seats . Order the All 
Session-Reserved Seat ticket for just $40.00, tax included! 
Your check must accompany order . 

Mail to: Billiard Congress of America, 717 N. Michigan 
Ave ., Chicago, Illinois 60611. 

Byrd's Eye View 
Continued from Page S 

It took a lot of convincing that the distinguished looking man I 
saw before me was in his nineties , arid I didn 't really believe it 
until the announcement came over the P.A. system . Tom, I'll 
take the 7-ball . 

Talked briefly with Linda Mizerak, who was pleased to 
inform me that there are to date almost thirty players entered 
and paid into the P .P.P.A. World Tournament which will be 
held in Asbury Park, N.J . in August. Looks like many of the 
faces we expect to see each year at the U.S. Open will be 
absent this year , in both the men 's and women 's division. 

Linda Smith, the qualifier in the Ladies Division of the 
N.B.N. tourney told me tha t there are no 4% x 9' pool tables 
within 35 miles of her in Ocala , Florida. My guess is that 
Linda's speedometer is going to show plenty of practice trips 
between now and August. Linda was relatively calm after her 
victory in a long , tense match with Nancy Warren, and pleased 
to qualify for the Open in her first major tournament 
coIl). pe ti ti on . 

I Nancy Warren may have good reason to believe that 
players are inspired to run balls against her, as Jean Balukas 
fired in a 28 and 43 against her in the same game. The 100-pt 
match went only nine innings , which may be a record game for 
Jean. For those of you who have not been following fthe ladies 
division play, the ability displayed each year by all the girls is 
increasing rapidly , and it won't be too long before 75-point 
matches will logically have to be a thing of the past. Four 
years ago, runs of 22 captured high run money in major 
events , and this year at the N.B.N . Open, Gloria WalkerI had 
two runs of 35 balls , and did not win any high run money. 
Balukas set a new sanctioned high-run with that 43 , and that 
record could s till be broken this year . 

Naturally, Bruce Venzke was at the tournament this year , 
but with a twis t. Br:uce abandoned his spot in the bleachers for 
a comfortable bench at the sidelines where he once again tOQk 
notes for the best tournament results-reporting this columnist 
has ever seen. . 

" 
Actually , I temporarily took over Bruce 's seat in the 

bleachers for this year 's tournament, anQ. can see some 
definite advantages to occasionally being on the spectator side 
of the cur tain. 

Just prior to the start of the tournament, the WPBA held 
their first annual membership meeting. The organization has 
the support of virtually every top woman player in the 
country, and is planning to expand the availability of 
tournaments for women, includi,ng straight-pool , 8-ball, and 9-
ball . (For further information, see the WPBA ad elsewhere in 
this issue .) 

You look after the customer ... 
MICROTIME will keep track of 1he time. 
Compact and attractive, the MICROTIME COMPUTER fits 

handily on the counter, with a readout for the customer. 
MICROTIME makes every minute count, too-with features 

, like these: 

Complete rate flexibility- You set the 
rates yourself. No expensive service calls, 

\ 

Guaranteed accuracy-The correct -
charges are calculated precisely every 

minute of play. No opportunity for human 
error or rou ndoff loss. 

Total control-MICROTIME automatically 
totalizes cash receipts, and .reports paid 

hours by table, 

Easily expandable-up to 60 tables at 
reasonable cost. 

With MICROTIME- time really is money, 

. ~. 

ThE • ---- 7 MICROTIME COMPUTER\ 
MICROTIME INC. In Canada: 

3336 Commerc ia l Ave , 2066 Eric Crescent 
Northbrook, IL 60062 Ottawa, ON K1 B 4B4 

More informati o n? contact your dealer, or cal l coilect: (61 3) 741·9446 

See for yourself? Arrange for 
a free trial in your billiards 

lounge, Contact your dealer, or 
call collect: 

(813) 741-9446 
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Letters 
Con tinued from Page. 2S 

any type of business can be 
regula ted by ordinances , 
procedures of the council or 
by individuals. Parents 
properly instr uc ting their 
own children morally, seeing 
that they go to the right 
place's for their fun and 
seeing that they, the kids, act 
properly when they get there, 
is a duty that is often 
neglected. It is more than a 
d!lty to their own family and 
an obligation to ' the 
community. 

Why penalize a business 
. man who wants to operate a 

clean well regula ted 
business '?' All recrea tion 
rooms everywhere are run by 
theerdinances set down by 
the community government. 
Are these public officials sO -
incompetent that they cannot 
regulate the actions of the 
businesses in their own 
community'? 

I also have a rack of books 
like the new one by Johnny 
Cash . and other religious 
oriented readings: I am 
trying to encourage young 
and old people to read about 
the personal relationship that 
these people authoring these 
books had with GOD.' I am not 
a religious fanatic and I do 
not push any of these books 
but I do make them available. 
I do hope this letter will bring 
forth to thQse who are really 
concerned that not all such 
businesses are alike . Seek out 
a good one or your children 
may end up worse than you 
imagine it is' in the old pool 
hall. 

V.W. NICHOLSON, 
Waco, Texas. 

,Ed . Note: There is very 
little going on in any 
community that is not 
commOn knowledge oJ the 
police departments . The 
question at hand is whether 

. the people involved want to 
take their own responsibilty ; 
the parents, the community 
and the billiard room owner. 
The proprietor oJ the loca l 
billiard room mus t by law 
assume the responsibility oJ 
the co nduct in and around his 
estabUshment. In most cases 
t he community Ju lJil s its 
obligations but the Fa mily 
has no such legal 
requirements that Jorce it to 
do its duties. The key words 
are MOR AL R ES PON S
IBILITY. 

. 

WE WANT TO BUY 

BRUNSWICK 
Sport Kings 

4 x 8's in Good Condition 

Call or wri te 

MI CKEY FI NN'S, I C. 
2832 Blystone Lane 
Dallas Texas 75220 

(214) 358·4614 
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Answers to Venzke's View 
Answers to Venzke's View Quiz 

1. Steve Mizerak, 12.47; Joe Balsis, 10.84 ; and Jim 
Rempe, 10.14. 

- 2. Real buffs might well have guessed these: Luther 
Lassiter leads with 977 innings; Irving Crane is next with 931. 

3. Cincinnati cueist Gerry Titcomb, who will extend her 
record to 10 in a row when she competes in the 1976 Open. 

4. Joe Balsis, Irving Crane and Dallas West. 
5. The second-high run is 149, by Danny DiLiberto in 1969. 
6. The gracious and gifted Japanese women's champion, 

Mrs. Mieko Harada, took high run honors in 1974 with her 33. 
7. Broadway Joe Balsis is more than 150 palls ahead of the 

nearest competitor, having popped in 8545 balls in his 10 
Opens. ' ' 

8. False. Big Steve was 9th in his first Open in 1967. Since 
then he 's posted two 3rd's, a 5th, and four championships. 

9. Mieko Harada with 2.13 balls per inning, and Gail 
Breedlove who has a 2.09 average. 

10. Steve Mizerak put on an incredible display in 1972, going 
6-1 in games to win the title. He averaged 18.66 BPI, thus 
needing only 53 innings to garner the championship. 

11 . Dick Baertsch. An ort-going cbeck of the records 
tentatively indicates that 163-point victory margin to be the 
largest ever. 
. 12. Sheila Bohm of Rochester , Indiana , in 1968 and 1971. 
13. True. The lowest was Luther Lassiter's 108 in 1971. 
14. True.Mr. Mizerak tops the men with a 42-11 record for a 

.792 average. Dorothy Wise leads the women with a .839 mark 
(26-5) . 

15. False. Jean Balukas has pocketed not only 2316 balls in 
her 7 Open appearances , but also $10,500 in prize money. 

16. Joe Balsis has lagged and logged in 65 U.S. Open games. 
17. Steve (who else?) Mizerak leads this parade, too, with 

an average of 136.3 balls per game - and that's for 53 games 
over 8 Opens . Strong. 

18. True. (And 45 of the 49 have first names that end with an 
"n" or a vowel. What does that mean?) 

19. John Bonner, who averaged ,.701 points per iitning, 
edging out tournament winner Larry Johnson (.696) for the 
honors. 

20. True . The total in 1971 was $22,000, while in 1975 it was s 
$43,000. Most of us would probably not mind being five years 
younger all of a sudden, but not when it .come& to U.S. ~pen 
purses. 

THE WORLD 
FAMOUS 
GANDY'S 
BIG "G" 

Jennings 

Qualifies 
Continued from Pa~ 10 

I 

of 60 plus points and out to win 
in the one hole over a very 
surprising Frank DePrisco of 
Boston, Mass. 

In 15 previous Maine Opens 
held by Guy Little only 3 
Maine players have played 
the finals. Norm Webber who 
won Little's 1st Qualifier in 
1968 and tied the great Irving 
Crane for 5th place in 
Lansing, Mich. Norm 
Pomerleau lost to Frank 
McGown of Brooklyn N¥. In 
'71 and son Jim's 
heartbreaking loss 150-138 to 
Jennings this year . 

It is room proprietors like 
Guy Little who have made the 
U.S. Open wharit is today or 
should we say what it was last 
year. 

CUSTO 
CUES 

bJ 

Paul ' Huebler 
P.O. Box 514 
Linn, Mo. 
65051 

Phone 
(314) 

897-3179 

COMMENTARY 
Con tinued from Page 5 

just prior to the buying season for the pool public, -late 
Sep(ember or early October. This would make it much more 
tempting to manufacturers and such to contribute to the show. 

Furthermore, the conflict of tournament dates has caused 
some prpblems within the player's ranks. At least one top 
player has been advised that if he doesn't play in the Open he 
can forget about his position with a comparty within the 
industry. A PPPA World Tournament at a different date would 
practically insure the appearance of every star player in the 
country. 

LET'S NOT FORGET THE WOMEN 

A few final words about the women players. Although they 
have formed their own organization, The Women's 
Professional Billiard Alliance, they have no plans for an 
alternate .tournament and the 'PPPA has made no provisions 
for a women's field. So Chicago is where the women will 
be .. . some of them. 

Oh, Balukas, will be there to defend her title, Wise, is 
returning to competition, but a lot of the other familiar names 
are absent from the roster. The brutal decimating of the 
women~s prize fund may be the reason that so many of the gals 
just didn't put forth the effort and money necessary to try to 
qualify this year . Whatever, the-women's diviSion, like the 

men's , will be sorely lacking in the names that have come to be 
synonomous with top caliber play, and so here too the public 
becomes the loser. 

And when the public loses, so does the sport. 

Earl Meets the Elite 
Con tinued from Page 7 

important, but do not be relaxed t.o the point of being LAX in 
your game. If you don't have the courage to try a difficult shot, 
you might as well surrender. If, on the other hand, you give i~ a 
sincere and honest effort, you're in the running! 

These are the bare basics of beginning pool. You need 
these before even picking up a cue stick. Soit you're ready, 
take a pose, open your eyes, relax, CONCENTRATE and bust 
those balls! ! ! .- ~ - .......--

GO L E WAY . 

()//~ GANDY'S CHAMPION 
LINE OF. BILLIARDS 

/ 

~mf!: 
eMlL~~ 

.. t!f~~~ 

NATIONAL TOURNAMENT 
CHALK 

GANDY'S INDUSTRIES, INC. 
ROY GANDY and KIM-GANDY 

510 11th SI. / P.O. Box 533 / (912) 745·7621 
Macon, Georgia 31202 

, 

~. ' 
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make your plan's ~now 
for the 11 th 

-

August 11-. 12, 1-3,14 • Chicago 
-

SHERATON-CHICAGO HOTEL 
- 505 North Michigan Avenue' 

-
/ Watch the -world's finest pla'yers as 

, 

they compete for the u.s. 'OPEN 
-

BILLIARDCHAMP.IONSHIP ... plus exhibits 
\ , 

of the latest tables and accessories ... , . 

pl,us trick-shot demonstrations by 

• 
RESERVED SE~TS for those ordering the All-session 

( Ticket (good for all four days) - $40'00 inctuding ,tax. 

{ , 

Wednesday and Thursday - Preliminaries 
t ickets: Daytime $5.00; Evenings $6.00 

Friday' - Quarter and Semi-finals . 

ORDER FORM- Please send me •••. •• ••.• (numbers) of 
AII-session tickets for the BCA U.S. OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP 

Make checks payable to "BCA" 
717 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, Illinois 6061 1 ' , 

JULY, 1976 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I Name . • .. . .• . .• • .•• .. • •• •• : . .. .. ......... . . ....... .. . .... . . . .. . . I 

tickets: Daytime $6.00; Evening $7.00 
Saturday -' Semi-finals and Championsh ip , 

tickets: Daytime $7.00; Evening $10.00* Address . . •...• . ..••. . .. •• '. . . . . . •.. .... . . • .... " . . . ...... . ... , . . . . I 
CitV .•• • •••• •• .• ~ ••• • • • •• • .. • • . •.• . •. • ... • .•.. •.•. . ••. .• . ..•... I 
State • ! ' " • •• • • ; • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• Zip... . . .' . . . . .... . .... .. .' . I 

* Ladies' finals 7:30 p.m.; Men's finals 9 :30 p.m . . 

,. , . I . ..... .. _--- ------_.... ----_.... ,--.. -~ 


	Scan20220108_0001
	Scan20220108_0002
	Scan20220108_0003
	Scan20220108_0004
	Scan20220108_0005
	Scan20220108_0006
	Scan20220108_0007
	Scan20220108_0008
	Scan20220108_0009
	Scan20220108_0010
	Scan20220108_0011
	Scan20220108_0012
	Scan20220108_0013
	Scan20220108_0014
	Scan20220108_0015
	Scan20220108_0016
	Scan20220108_0017
	Scan20220108_0018
	Scan20220108_0019
	Scan20220108_0020
	Scan20220108_0021
	Scan20220108_0022
	Scan20220108_0023
	Scan20220108_0024
	Scan20220108_0025
	Scan20220108_0026
	Scan20220108_0027
	Scan20220108_0028

