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OPEN FORUM 
After the' Show 

Just "received the February 
issue on my return from the 
NSGA convention in Chicago, 
and was pleased to see the 
writeup, but . disappointed 
that the classified ad you ran 
in Jan. wasn't repeated as 
requested. We've had a good 
reception to the Pool Player's 
Test, and Paul Gerni has the 
best score so far - a 34 
against par of 38. 

Your readers might be 
interested in some im
pressions and comments on 

. the sport that I've come to in 
the six months since introd
ucing the Shoot Better Pool 
kit, as well as some obser v
ations from the Feb . 3-6 
Nationa l Sporting Goods 
show just concluded in 
Chicago. 

First, ther e is a tremendous 
interest in the sport by 
amateurs, but they know 

, nothing of the organized end 

of it and few can name any 
~urrent tournament player. 
An example of the gap came 
when I asked the Hartford 
paper why they didn't run an 
ar ticle on Larry Liosciotti 
winning the Asbury tourna
ment last summer when he 
lives in the next town. "Don't 
run anything on pool" was the 
reply . Also, while I'm sure 
some centers have the news 
available I've never seen one 
out, or on a bulletin board in 

-any. Only by asking the 
, owner do I find he has it under 

the counter. 
How do I know of the 

interest out there? I've seen 
the reception Pa ul Gerni gets 
at his exhibitions , the 
academic interest in seeing 
Palmer Byrd (Brunswick), 
Willie Mosconi (Ebonite ) , 
and Gerni (Frederick Willys) 
do their shows at the con
vention booths in Chicago, 
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and just talking to people in 
stores carrying our sets . In 
addition, we were fortunate 
that Parade Maga zine 
carried our set in the Parade 
of Progress section, and we 
are flooded with orders and 
inquiries from -people who run 
the gamut from having 
played forty years to those 
who have just bought a table. 
These orders are from a diff
erent group than those who 
ordered from the ads and 
writeups in the National Bill
iard News, who are deeper 
into the sport. 

Unfortunately I've come to 
the conclusion that it is 
impossible for the gap 
between the organized and 
the amateur to be closed at 
present as there just isn 't 
any vehicle present which has 
the required profit motive. 

Please tum to Page 23 

Larry t-Iubbart 

Sweeps the Field 
By Bob Mullen 

The south has risen to the 
occasion agein with a 
successful black and yellow 
stripe pocket billiard torna
ment. The James E. Gaston 
Open held at the Howard 
Johnsons in Vestavia Hills, 
Alabama near Birmingham 
was a typical "Joe "Paulie" 
Jansco blockbuster. Tough 
shooters of the game were 
entered from all over, from 
Cannonball to Boston Shorty. 
Much has been said of the 
lack of pool promotion in the 
south as of three or four years 
ago but since the advent in 
Tampa of Bill StUgal shooters 
are involved regularly. Larry 
Hubbard put everything 'into 
a tizzy with his wins in both 
the eigh -ball division and the 
nine-ball section. Without any 
other winners the theory was 
that the winner of a plaY-<lf{ of 
the two divisions is usually 
the all round champion , The 
Hubbard -sweep P':!t the pro-

moters in a bind so there was 
a plaY-<lff between the two 
second place finishers, 
"Jersey -Red" Briet and Billy 
Johnson (W .C.) and the 

JOE JANSCO - The Promoter · 

winner , Johnson , pla yed 
Hubbard for the All Around. 
Rightly so, because this was a 

Please tum to Page 22 
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TO' the Editor: 
I am writing to inform you 

of a 9-Ball tournament which 
I am hosting and would like to 
have listed in the Tournament 
Calendar section ' of the 
Billiard News as soon as 
possible . The tournament is 
the "San Jose State Univer
sity $2000 Open 9-Ball 
Tourney," which will be held 
on Saturday-Sunday, March 
26-27, 1977, in the Student 

-Union Games Area at San 
Jose State University, The 
tournament will pay 8 places, 
as follows : 

1st 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 
5th 
6th 
7th 
8th 

$850,00 
$450,00 
$250.00 
$150.00 
$100.00 
$ 80,00 
$ 60.00 
$ 60.00 

- Entry fee will be $50.00, 
with a maximum of 64 
players. Competition will be 
double elimination , 8 of 15 
each . 

As fat as' I know, this is 
perhaps the first time a 
billi'aroS; f6urhament of , thfs 

caliber has been attempted 
on a college campus so we are 
hoping for a good turnout. 

SAN JOSE STATE 
UNIVERSITY 

$2000 
OPEN 9-BALL TOURNEY 

Saturday-Sunday 
March 26-27,1977 

Student Union Games Area, 
San Jose State. Univer sity, 
San Jose, CA 95192, 408-277-
3226. . t 

TERRENCE L. GREGORY 
San Jose, California 

•• 
To the E ditors : 

I received my January 
Issue of the Billiard News on . 
Jan , 20th , 1977. I was dis
appointed when I foun out . 
the 5th annual Southeastern 
open was over with January 
16th and the James E . Gaston 

. Open had only 10 more days 
to go . Can't I have my 
Billiard News by at least the 
5th of the 'month? 

HoW' comel the . -' Welda't: 

Rose " Tournament isn't 
talked about? In spite of what 
happened, it was a good 
thing. Floyd Barter , Richie 
Ambrose, Terry Bell .and 
Jimmy One did a fine job of 
getting things done . Maybe 
the guys were shorted on 
prize money, (what did they 
get?) , but they found but who 
was best this time . All the 
players were very good 
players and a ntce bunch of 
guys and dolls. I would like to 
see them get the recognition 
they deserve because tbey 
are the ones who will be play
ing in any future tourna- -
ments. The billiard world 
cannot afford to lose them. 

THOMAS MILES 
(Pool Nut) 

My dear Mr. Miles: 
A pool enthusiast like your

self tends to forget that the 
player of today li ves for today 
and with his or her past 
experiences with promoters 
has a tende ncy to be gun-shy. 
The pla yers who took over 
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Wil1 Trip~to JapC!n to Meet Ceulemans~ et al 

Gilbert, Ashby 1-2 • In BFUSA Nationals 
-By Bob Byrne 

San Jose, CA-= 
Allen Gilbert, ~weeping the 

most powerful field .-ever 
assembled for ,the national 
championship tournament of 
the Billiard Federation of the 
U.S .A., once again wears the 
crown he last sought in 1972 
and for the fifth time qualifies 
fQr a shot at the world title 
held by Belgium's Raymond 
Ceulemans. joining him in 
competition with the world 's 
best three-cushion players 
will be the runner-up in the 
BFUSA event , George Ashby, 
who was consistently brilliant 
throughout the tournament 
but who , in a dramatic final 
game, succumbed to acouple 
of bad breaks and the relent
less pressure applied- by his 
veteran opponent. 

The tournament was held at 
he Elks Lodge, San Jose, 

Calif. , from Jan. 18 to Jan. 22. 
The field of ten was made up 
of the defending champion , 
(Ashqy) , the winners and 
runners-up from sectional 
tournaments held in North 
Hollywood , Calif., San 
Francisco, Calif. , Portland, 
Oregon, and Decatur, Ill. A 
third player (Jose Gomez) 
was taken from Los Angeles 
because the field there 
included four former national 
champions (Torres, Gilbert" 
Hynes, and Bonner ). 

As expected, the tourna
ment turned out to be a dog- -
fight for the two available 
qualifying spots among 
Gilbert , who ~ame into the 
competition with a string of 44 
straight tournament game 
wins, Ashby, and the 1974 
BFUSA national champion, 
the often-sensational Frank 
Torres. Given ;>_n outside 
chance to make it to Japan 
were Gomez, who has a 
powerful stroke and an 
impressive array of 
exhibition shots for a man 
who was 15 times balkline 
champion of Mexico, Jim ' 
McFarlane, runner-up to 
Ashby last year, the ever
dangerous Bill Hawkins, and 
the solid, fearless Harry 
Sims. Frank Howard, John 
Teerink, and myself came 
into the tournament suspect
ing ., com'ectly, ,iLturried out) 

that we could hope for .little 
more than to spoil it for some-

-one else. . 

The world tournament will 
be held in Tokyo April 5-10. 
According to the terms laid 
down by the' Japanese hosts 
and the Belgium-head
quartered World Union of . 
Billiards, the -BFUSA 
national tournament winner 

ALLEN GILBERT 

would' be allowed into the 
World meet only if his 
average was .800 or above, 
while the runner-up would be 
admitted only with an 
average of .850 or better . To 
encourage offensive play , 
tournament director Ed 
Courtney announced at the 
players' meeting that all ties, 
including ties for first and 
second, would be broken by 
averages, not by total point,S 
or playoff games . Frank 
Torres made a loud declar
ation of his intentions in his 
opening game, putting the 
heat on his ' rivals by 
smashing Sims 50-30 in only 
35 innings for an average of 
1.43. . 

The tournament's first " 
upset came on the second 
day's play, when the ebullient 
Hawkins dealt a terrible blow 
to Torres, defeating him 5(}-45 

-in 67 innings. Hawkins' hopes, 
howev'er , had already been 
seriously compromised by his 
defeat at the hands of his 
home-room rival , Sims. 

Going into the fourth day of 
pla¥ on'Friday', Jan. 17, three 

/ 

players had records of 5 wins 
and no defeats , Gilbert who 
went out in only 33 innings 
against Byrne, Ashby, -and 
the- surprising " Pepe " 
Gomez. Torres was at 4-1. In 
the first of the crucial 
matches among the leaders, 
Ashby defeated Gomez 5<H0 
and Torres 50-46, a loss for 
Torres that very nearly 
cinched the top two spots for 
Gilbert and Ashby, especially 
after Gilbert also got by 
Gomez 50-40 in the day 's final 
game. 

On the last day the 
audience of up to 200 afici
anados was treated to one 
fine game after another: 
Gilbert 50, Torres 41 in 57 
innings; Gomez 50, Hawkins 
39 in 59~ innings; Byrne 50, 
Teerink 46 in 56 innings; 
Ashby 50, McFarlane 30 in 39 
innings ; Torres 50, Gomez 48 
in 40 innings; Sims 50 , 
Howard 33 in 49 innings. The 
last game of the tournament, 

, between Gilbert and Ashby, 
both with records of 8-0, 
started at 8:00 p.m. Saturday 
night. 

The contrast between the 
two finalists was vivid. 
Gilbert circles the ta-ble like a 
bird of prey, crouches over 
the shot and takes aim like a 
jungle sniper , and pulls the 
trigger with the biggest slip
stroke in the game. Ashby 
walks crisply and erectly to 
the table, studies the shot 
only from the spot from which 
he" will shoot (usually ), add
resses the ball in a sharp, 
forthright manner, and 
delivers a stroke that never 
betrays the slightest evidence 
of "steering". 

Gilbert ran eight early to 
take a 22-14 lead after 13 
innings . Refusing to fold, 
Ashby closed the gap to 24-23 
after 21 innings. Again the 
relentless Gilbert opened a 
lead and again Ashby 
struggled back, using a run of -
four to take the lead 33-32. But 
Gilbert, with very few blank 
innings, was not to be denied. 
He led 36-33 after 31 innings, 
46-35 after 39"and 48-35 in 41. 
Outscoring ' his , young 
opponent 18-2 at the end , he 
took the game 50-37 in 42 
innings. 

Gilbert won . beca~~ Joe ,' 

GEORGE ASHBY 

excels in every phase of the 
game. He's a smart p~yer 
with excellent judgment on 
when to duck and when to fly. 
His control of speed and his 
deft touch on soft shots can 
hardly be improved. Above 
all, he has an awesome will to 
win and the aQility to reach 
deep within himself , .as was ' 
amply demonstrated in his 
win over Sims. Behind 43-28 
'and with everything going 
wrong, he scratched and 
clawed his way to a 5<H8 
victory . Frank Torres took 
only three words to sum him 
up: "He's a player." 

Ashby was magnificent in 
defeat, fini~hing the tourna
ment with a grand average of 
.976, better -than the winner's 
.934 and Torres ' .929. He's 

'Only 27 years old, has a 
wealth of natural ability, and 
a fine attitude toward the 
game. As one old timer said 
to me during one of Ashby's 

games : "That kid hits the 
ball better than anybody I've 
seen in 25 years." 

Gilber-t has already done 
well against world-class com
petition, taking fifth-place in 
Tokyo in 1969, and ' he is at 
least 20 percent stronger as a 
player now than he was then. 
Ashby was disappointed in his 
showing last year in Ostend, 
Belgium (11th in a field of 12), 
but now he was a different 
goal. "I went to Belgium last 
year to learn. I'm going to 
Tokyo to.win. In Belgium I sat 
in the tournam~nt hall from 
noon to midnight studying the 
other players. In Tokyo I'll 
rest before I play. Besides, 
the cue I use now is well
suited to the fast equipment 
they use in Europe and Japan 
- Dick Helmstetter made 
one for me exactly like 
Kobayashi's." 

Good luck, AI and George. 
You are probably the strong
est respresentatives the 
BFUSA has ever sent to the 
world tournament. You'll be 
going up against what may be 
the strongest field in history. 
The awesome Ceulemans will 
be there as usual, along with 
three 'Japa'nese , Komori , 
Yoshihara, and Kobayashi , 
who In recent events gave 
evidence of having scaled the 
heights 'that Ceulemans once 
enjoyed alone. I . 

The San Jose tournament 
was a success at tbe cash box, 
earning threee times more 
than last year despite almost 
no publicity . Of course, last 
year Ashby was the only 

Please tum to Page 22 

BFUSA NATIOj'JAL TOURNAMENT . 
San Jose, Calif., January 1977 

W-L-T BG HR AVG. 
Gilbert 9-0-0 35 8 .934 
Ashby 8-1-0 39 8 .976 
Torres 6-3-0 33 6 .929 
Gomez 6~3-0 57 8 .785 
Sims , • 5-4-0 49 7 .770 
Hawkins 5-4-0 58 7 .686 
Byrne 2-7-0 56 6 .649 
McFarlane 2-7-0 71 7 .631 
Teerink 1-7-1 67 5 .594 
Howard 0-8-1 80 9 .551 

- - .. - . . - - _. . - -... 
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SHOTS : ~\ . 
by BOB MULLEN L~~L~~?,Jl ~_~. 

THE BILLIARD INDUSTRY IS AT SOME KIND OF 
CROSSROADS and the National Sporting Goods Association 
show in Chicago last month'was a true indication of that fact. 
The entire concept of the production pool table producers has 
changed to emphasize quality, longevity, and good play. We 
hope to bring you more details .of each company's new 
programs in the coming issues. I am sure that all the· 
companies that produce billiard equipment will join together 
in the new found camaraderievia the new dues structure of the 
Billiard Congress of America, Companies like Ebointe, 
Armac, Frederick Willys, and some of the others who found 
the previous dues structure too much may now re-join. Now 
that they can get in for ' $100.00 Associate.. Membership or 
$1.000.00 for a Voting Membership we can hope for a greater 
cross section of the industry. BCA Prez. Paul Lucchessi is 
hoping to get a greater involvement from more people. This 
should lead tQ' bigger and better things in the future. (Note : 
How is that for optimism? ) 

DO YOU REMEMBER THE BEAD MARKERS THAT 
WERE STRUNG ACROSS THE CEILING OF THE OLD 
POOL ROOM? There is one tradition of the American pool , 
scene that will disappear this month and that is the American 
made scoring beads. Since I can rempmber, Brown Wood 
Products of Northfield, minos has produced a quality wood 
triangle and scoring beads. From now on we mu.st depend on 
imports for 45 percent of our oil and 100 percent of our scoring 
beads. What will our new administration, Carter and 
Company, do aboUt this? . 

PHONE INQUIRIES ARE A PLEASURE TO RECEIVE 
under cert~in circumstances. There was no pleasure for me to 
get a phone call a few weeks ago accusing the National Billiard 
News of being a pornographic publication because of the short 
story by George Fels on the supposed,increase in pool playing 
effiCiency by a "player" when his bladder capacity was 
extended to its fullest. We consider George Fels a bright and 
amusing revelation in the "billiards " literary field. How long 
could Walter Tevis and Rob Byrne stand alone? 

Our caller was off base and although we respect the 
opinion of each and every reader, the door swings both ways. 
Our publication is available to anyone who wishes to express 
an opinion on anything pertaining to the game. Although we 
are having,a successful run at being in the publishing business 
and we still consider ourselves non-professionals, we pride 
ourselves on the faCt that between us (the staff) ,'we know the 
nature of the game and its participants. We took ov~r a public
ation with less than 2000 subscribers and built it into the 
biggest billiard publication in the world . All of us at NBN are 
proud of that accomplishment. ' 

I received two inquiries this month on "Which custom cue 
is best?". I have no idea how I would answer that either as a 
player or as a former cue maker. All of the custom cue makers 
have some plusses and minuses. As a player I have used most 
of them and I am very easy to please when it's for my own 
use. As one of the staff of this publication (which is loaded with 
ads from all the cue makers) I would just like to make a king 

Please tum to Page 18 

* The Choice of Champions * 

Custom Cues by 
Bert Schrager 

• 
10907 Magnolia Blvd . Phone 
North Hollywood, CA. 91601 (213) 763-9600 
.. _--- ---- --- ------- ---- -- -------'"--- -.'- -.---~ 

Burns 'Returns ' 
, 

. / 
Dayton Tourney Set for May 

JOE BURNS .... One of our 
top promoters of pool tourna
ments returns to the scene 
after a two year's absence . 
The billiard world suffered a 
great loss when illness forced 
Joe Burns to the sidelines but 
the players and the eye
baIlers still remember the 
hectic, fra'ntic pool party that 

JOE BURNS 

Joe held in Dayton a couple of 
years ago . Burns ' old buddy, 
Jim Rempe, will be his 
tournament director and 
there are few people who 
know the game and its 
participants as well as the 
curly-topped shooter from 
ScrantOli'l· 

Burns has been known for 
years as the players' 
confidante, very fe~ shooters 
left Dayton busted ' out. 
Carfare and doughnut money 
was always at the ready for 
those who needed it. Joe 
never failed to payoff and 

was never known to mooch 
the players for a share of 
their winnings. Joe Burns and 
Jim Rempe and Dayton Ohio 
are synonomous with fast 
action, accomodations lor 

. those who wish to risk their 
case ' candy bar . The 
ingredients will be present 
that provide the fascination of 
two skillful opponents 
matched in battle over which 
one will sink the black ball o'r 
the odd:looking sphere with 
the yellow stripe. Its Johnson 
City, Vegas and Action City 
all rolled up in one package. 

CHALK 'RJ~q 
Beware! This may improve your game! Ring and 2 
pieces of chalk only $1 .95, Buy one for a friend. 
too, One size fits all! Send payment with your 
order. , . delivery time one week, 

There Is Always A Need for Something Better and Cfheaper 

t ; The World's Great~st Practical 
Bridge -Head Invention 

. More Reliable because they are 
the only Bridge Heads in the world that can handle any 

situation when the use of bridges are needed 

BETTER unique 
interlocking device makes it the 
mon versatile bridge head in the 
world. The greatest improvement 
idea ever seen, 

CHEAPER because with every 
day normal use they will never 
wear out and the Russo I nter
locking pool bridg~ heads now 
carry a l ifetime guarantee against 
b~eakage . 

• IF THE RUSSO BRIDGE HEADS ARE THERE 
THEY COULD HELP KEEP YOU OUT OF THE CHAIR 

For a minimum order of 2' Pair (or more) Only '2.90 per pair. 
Regardless' of order size-add only 70e postage One Week Oelive.rv 

There is no handling charge for a minimum order of only one pair $4.95 per pair. 

• 

Send Chec.k or 
Money Order 

Please specify Pool or Snooker 

All bridge heads have same size interlocking device 
J 

RUSSO INTERLOCKING BRIDGE 
P.O. Box 629" Trenton, New Jersey 08608 
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Venzke's View Second Annual 
from the Bleachers 

BY BRUCE VENZKE 
Poetry Contest 

I am a firm believer that an annual event 
should be conducted once each year. (Do not 
laugh, at least not at me ; how many " 1st 
Annual" This or That's haye you seen where 
there was never another ... especially in the pool 
biz?) . 

Hence, it is time for the 2nd Annual Pool 
Poetry Contest. You are all invited to partici
pate, as follows : . 

W'rite (or dig out) an original poem atiout 
pool or billiards. Put it in legible form and send it 
to me no later than April 30, 1977. A p~nel of 
recently laid-off peanut . sorters will have our 
staff read the poems to them, and then select the 
best of the crop for publication ill a subsequent 
issue of the Billiard News. 

As an added incentive ($6.00 worth), the poet 
whose work is selected as Best of Show will 
receive a free one year subscription to the NBN, 
compliments of the publishers . 

There are three rules to follow: 

I put my cue together 
Rubbed some talc on my hand 
V aited to challenge a table -
Boy, I was feeling grand. 

They were playing 8-ball, last pocket 
The stake was wenty bucks. 
That was just fine ~ith me 
'Cause I was really feeling my luck. 

He broke and scratched wha a shame 
Of course leaving the table open. 
I ran the table down to the eigb 
And got the position I was hopin'. 

The eight went in, I'd won the 20 
In fact another eighty ; 
The guy just smiled and winked at me, 
"Not too bad ... for a lady." 

You trayel around to make money, 
And yOll drive and sweat and play. 
But you always think inside you 
That the next town will always pay. 

Now look up and smile, 
And raise your cue high 

And take a couple of Bayer. 
. For now you've been 
Officially sworn in, 

You've just become "A Pool Player" . 

On the contemplative side of the sport, we 
have a short but meaningful poem by our West 
German correspondent, Mr. Bill Lake, which he 
has titled 

The Billiards of Life 

In this great eternal game 
1. Entries must ~ typed or clearly printed. 
2.· Poems must be rhymed; no free verse. 
3. Poems must be received by April 30, 1977. 
Send your entries to Bruce Venzke, 17901 W. 

Another Honorable Mention from last year's 
contest was the first of two poems by Rene Bill
man of Big Spring, Texas. Rene calls this one 

Each of us is just a ball-
The Cue of Fate controls our roll 

To carom, bank, or pocket fall. 

Rogers Drive, New Berlin, WI 53151. 
As is my custom, I'd like to help get you in 

the mood by some examples. These poems are 
from last year 's Honorable Mention group. The 
first is by Mardy Sean of Eau Claire, Wisconsin. 

- It is called 

It's Official 

You always remember the good shots, 
But you try to forget all the slops. 
You always smile when you're winning, 
and look real down when you're not. 

Roll then players, straight and true 
For He ordains your every spin

Never foul if you can help it 
Or weaken in your will to win. 

And when the game of life is over ... 
Your role well-plyed the final run ... 

EasyCNote 

I walked into the pool hall 
Nonchalant as I could be. 
Everyone was busy shooting 
No one even noticed me. 

Remember the time that you ran three racks? 
Or the time that you lost fifty bucks? 

You did your part and don't forget it , 
Be proud in heart, God had his fun ! 

c 1976 by William Lake 
And you swore to your buddies time and again 
That the other guy won 'cause of luck? Please tum to Page 14 

Mako $50,000 Invitational Set MEET.JIMM 
DIXON EL TORO, Ca. - The 

nation 's top-ranking pool 
shooters are being invited to 
compete for a $50,000 purse'in 
the first Mako National Invi
tational Nine-Ball Tourna
ment, scheduled April 5-9 at 
The Registry Hotel, in Irvine. 

Invitations were mailed 
this week · to scores' of 
championship-caliber play
ers throughout the 
country - largely at the 
request of the contestants 
themselves and 
tournament officials will 
select the top 16 to vie in the 
four-day joust. 

Two former national nine
ball champions now residiDg 
in Southern California -
Richie Florence, of Redondo 

. Beach, and Harry McConnell, 
of Lake Forest - ' are 
'organizing the tournament in 
association with Mako 
Industries, of El Toro. Among 
-their numerous titles , 

- Flor.en<!e ~on the National 

_ Billiard News Open crown in 
1974, and McConnell was 1969 
holder of the U.S. Open nine
ball championship. 

Both McConnell and 
Florence plan to compete in 
the tournament here, which is 
scheduled to launch similar 
competitions in major U.S. 
Cities. 

"With a purse that 
attractive, you can be sure 
that· the best players will be 
competing here," said John 

DANNY JANES 

. 
Provenzano , of EI Toro , 
president of the newly
formed World Nine-Ball 
Ass 0 cia t i on. • 'We ' r e 
confident, also, that they'll 
join our nationwide tour 
following the April inaugural 
here." 

Names of the top-flight 
contenders will be announced 
as their $300 entry fees are 
accepted. The winner will 

Please tum to Page 23 

- JOSS CUES 
TOWSON, MARYLAND 

8741 A. Mylander Lane - Towson, Maryland 21204 

(301) 821-0064 

IUtl~tiO'T -
POINTS 

~ 
to 

ANGLING 

Meet Jimmy Dixon, Author, Inventor, Pool Shooter with over 40 
years on the tables. Jimmy talks about the fine points of angling in his 
excitingne~ b'ooklet "SURE SHOT POINTS TO ANGLING". He tells 
us that practice with "SURE SHOT" will give you a secret mental edge, 
which will greatly improve your billards game. Continued use of 
"SURE SHOT" will help any player to breakthrough to those hi\tl runs. 

Th is exciting new· booklet is yours FREE with each order of a 
"SURE SHOT" . Take advantage of our 15 -day free trial. If you do 
not find this to be the most facinating learning device ever offered, 
return it for a full refund, but keep Jimmy's exciting new booklet 
"SURE SHOT POINTS TO ANGLING" , it's yours FREE ! 

- TO ORDER-

j(U~t)r"Ot U1(~ 
P. O. BOX 7 116 

CL EV E LAND, OH 1044128 
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PRO 
TIPS 

By JOHNNY HULIDAY 

All players who desire to learn the science of positioning a 
cue ball for another object ball must realize that any purpose
ful movement of a cue ball involves an intention to proceed in 
such a manner as to arrive at a particular (predetermined) 
location. 

1 
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3 / 
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5· 
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7 

8 '. 7 . 6 

I 
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I 
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I 
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i'?'4' -d.te ,...", 'ne tt' to ('~tIO ""'" 
.. (?o.)"i~Q , , 
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6 . 7 8 
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4 
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7 

To become proficient, aspiring players mus't know the 
tab\e and speed and angles of the balls and ball movements , 

, plus being aware of what kind of stroke and english do exactly 
what. Problems must be solved prior to playing them ; once 
stroked it 's too late. ' . 

To acclimate players to the point, line and angle system, I 
). have prepared this diagram with illustrations ancl abbrevi-
; ations. This system was devised by me to help players under-

Please tum to Page 21 

Custom Crafted Cues by 

713-665-4084 

Richard Black .. 

6540 Brompton Road 
Houston, Texas 77005 

/ 

Billiard Congress Sets 

Tvvo National 'Tournaments 
/ . 

CHICAGO, Feb. 18 - The 
Billiard Congress of Amer:ica 
(SCA) announced that it will 
sponsor two nationwide 
tournaments during the " 
current year. 

One will be the classic V .S. 
Open 14 ~ 1 Pocket Billiard 
Championship, which it has 
sponsored sinc.e 1966. The 
other is the newly-conceived 
National 8-Ball Champion
ship, which has been designed 
to bring together the best 

. amateur 8-Ball players in a 
national play-off. 

"Local qualifying tourna
ments for both tournaments 
will begin immediately over 
the entire country," said Paul 
Lucchesi, BCA president, of 
Somerville, Mass. Both will 
cUlminate in national champ
ionships at the Dayton , Ohio 
Convention Center , Wed
nesday thru Saturday, Sept
ember 14-17. These will be 
back:to-back tournaments. 

The 12th V. S. Open will 
seed 1976 Ghampion Tom 
Jennings, a college math 
instructor of EdisoQ, N.J., 
defending his title against a 
field of 15 other players who 
survived local and regional 
qualifying meets. 

The regional concept has 
been introduced this year to 
handle a larger number of 

- contestants drawn by lower
ing the player entry fees. 
Prize monies will range from 
$500 .to $1,000 8,t the local 

. level, $2,000 at the regional 

level and in excess of $15 ,000 
at the national level with the 
1977 V .S. Open champion rec
eiving $5,000 plus the billiard 

The 18-year-old ' "princess of 
billiards" is now tied with 
former champion Dorothy 
Wise of San J ose, Ca~ifornia. 
Both have won the women's 
V .S. Open five times. 

table he wins on . < 

Four women finalists will 
also be playing in Dayton, 
with Jean Balukas of Brook
lyn , N.Y. trying for her sixth 
consecutive champ~onship ; 

The National ! 8-Ball 
Tournament is a direct 

Please tum to Page 22 
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Imported Finished 

SLATE 
--e--

Lucite Cue Points 
'-. 

FEATH'ERSTRIPS 
F ast Dra~ Green Dot Cue Balls 

--e--

Eastern Slate· . 
151 Highlar-d Ave. (P.O. Box 84) 

Somerville, Mass. 02145 

(61 7) 625-2500 
. 
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TH E' ENVEtOPE PLEASE 
by George Fels 

~ 

I'm sorry, but who-beat
whom is simply beyond me 
when it comes to pool writing. 
It 's not that " I'in not 
interested , or that it's ' not 
important; I just don't know 
how to do tha t sort of thing 
interestingly or well, Don't 
judge me too harshly. After, 
all , Einstein flunked high 
school algebra. Twice. 

" I'm supposed to win this whole "thing with e,ase. 
in the significant action 
rooms all over the country -
New York, Detroit, the South, 
the Coast - and despite all 
those great players, the 
atmosphere is simply not the 
same. You hardly ever hear 
anybody laugh. There arep 't 
even that many smiles. The 
game isn 't fun any more, in 
those places. But it was here. 

With that humble point in 
mind , "and now that the cash 
awards have been presented 
for the just-completed 
Chicago "~hBall Champion
ships, Chicago ' s most 
ambitious tournament 0/ the 
past 25 years , I have some 
additional award nomi
nations to make. 

MOST UNSUNG - Jack 
Gunne. " 

Without Roger Smith, Ann
Margret would be lucky to be 
slinging hash someplace. 
Without Col. Parker, Elvis 
would still be ' driVing trucks, 
assumirig he could get that 
belly in and out of the things. 
Without Jack Gunne, this 
tournament would still be in 
all our fantasies . 

It's like they say in any 
business : Nothing .much • 
happens anywhere until 
somebody sells something. 
What Jack sold to co
promoter Nick Page was the 
notion of staging Chicago's 
best tournament of the gen
eration· at a planned deficit. 
The two men would share the 
losses. Only the players and ' 
the game itself would come 
out ahead . If the novelty in 
that thinking eludes you, 
what you ought to do is mosey 
on down to your local room 
and ask the first guy you see 
if he'd like to ante up a thou or 
so, gratis, for a tournament 
you're thinking about. You'll 
get a big laugh " or a fist, 
depending on the circles in 
which you travel. 

Jack has not had the chance 
to share much besides the 
tournament 's losses so far. 
The players were told 
publicly about Jack's role 
before play began, but no one 
else knows. He was kept at 
arms' length from just about 
everyfacetotthetournament 
he conceived. Jack did not get 
to play , officiate, take tickets, 
set-up bleachers, present 
prizes ; he was in no pictures; 
I think he will be in no articles 
except this one. In the 
promotional materials he 
helped obtain - free - ' Jack 
took second billing as a 
tournament official, and it 
was all downhill from there. 

Jack and this writer also 
co-hosted mini-encounter 

What i~ this, a joke?' Let me back in. PLEASE! 

and fans who were truly 
distraught over the midwest 's 
worst wtnter in this century. 
So these forlorn wayfaring 
strangers were invited to 
reminisce about, all(~ even 
attempt to re-capture the air 
of, such exotic tropical spas 
as Oaxaca and Colombia . All 
weekend. No charge. 

If you see Jack Gunne's 
name in association with any 
pool tournament again -
ever - do yourself a " favor 
and play the bloody thing. 

HIGH GRADES ' - The 
playing field. 

" The Hawk is out ," 
Chicago street jive for "The 
wind is cold " had lost all per
spective this weekend. The 
Hawk wasn 't just out, he was 
on your case ; he would take 
you right with him if he could. 
Still, 63 of the 64 players who 
showed proved that they were 
not merely fine ' players , but 
great sportsmen ; 
. I never heard the phrase 

"Nice guy" so many times in 

my life. It was almost like a 
knee-jerk . reflex . You '.d 
mention a player , and how far 
he had to travel to get here, 
and somebody else would 
add, "He's a riice guy :" And it 
was true . Three major 
tournaments were played or 
concluded elsewhere that 
weekend, and I don't care 
which one you paid allegiance 
to, this one was fun . I've been 

LOW GRADES - The 
officiating. 

Tournment-calibre play-
ers were assigned as 
referees once the 64-man field 
had reduced itself to eight. 

Please tUni to Page n 

INTRODUCING 
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MEUCCI ORIGINALS 
n OES MAPE BY 

BOB MEUeei 
CUSTOM MADE CUES ARE NOW 

AVAILABLE IN MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 

-INSIST ON THE FlNEST
CALL or IT RITE 

MEueel ORIGINALS 
1672 GETWELL 

MEMPHIS, TENN. 38111 
." 

The author, getting his feet wet. - Phot o by Edd ie Lau be, Jr. (901) 743-8921 

BUY AMERICAN MADE MERCHANDISE 

HA"RD ,CASES FOR 1977 
The Queen Ann Series The Princess Laurl Anne Series 

Regular cases with heavy corners all around 
Regular cases with heavy corners.all around and 

deluxe hardware. Colors are same as 
Queen Ann Series, all aligator fabric covered. 

Semi-tube Style 
Available in Four Colors : 

Ivory, Maroon, Brown and Black 

, " . 
Also featuring all of o,ur old line and our salesman display cases 

/ SC 12 , - Holds 12 Cues; SC 6 - Holds 6 Cues; 
SC 4 - Holds 4 Cues 

NEW - Holds 1 butt and 2 shahs 
with compartment fo r~ccessories 

Super Deluxe Case st itched and reinforced with Deluxe Hardware all around corners. 
Black fabric covered . 

All of our cases are velvet 'lined In red, black, or blue . 

Wholesale Only 

All orders F .. O.B. Origin 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 

YANEZ 
8536 Central 

Stanton; California 90680 

Buy a gross of cases 
and get Special 5% 
Discount plus 1/3 
freight allowance. 

groups, for traveling- playel's -- ................. ________ ........ ___ ...... ~._: ~. --------------------~----------..... 

I 

- j 
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Kollins' Kolamn 
{JIIinl' r'lIl M"II" 

N,v" T,II r'lI) 
BY TOM KOLLINS 

'8-Ball:. The Break 
There are many games that can be played 

on a pool table, but the game that--...is played 
most often by the greatest number of people is 
the old game of stripes and solids - eight ball. 

Every game of eight ball is begun by 
breaking the balls; th~refore, the proper 
execution of the break shot should command 
some measure of your time and attention. 

After' you've won the coin toss , place the 
cue ball as near to the head spot (not on or 
directly behind it) as you can. Rolling directly 
over the head spot should be avoided because it 
may result in a "ski-jump" effect. Keep the cue 
ball rolling on the bed of the table, and you wUl 
not have to chase it across the floor. Eor the 
same reason, whenever you shoot hard such as 
on the break, it is absolutely imperative that 
the cue stick be held level. If you raise the butt 
end of your stick and strike the cue ball hard, 
you cause it to bounce or skip along. This is the 
action that is' responsible for the cue ball 
jumping the table. 

Everyone knows that you 'can hit a ball 
more accurately when it is close to you than if it 
is-far away ; therefore, you should be shooting 

Asch Wins 
By Milt Goldring 

Forty-two entries 
representing some of the ' 
leading colleges located in 
Pennsylvania, New York and 
New Jersey competed in a 
straight pool tournament on . 
the Feb. 12~13 week-end at 
Riders College,. Lawrence
ville, N.J. The tournament 
under the auspices of the 
American College Union 
International was in the 
double elimination format. 

Brian Asch of Elizabeth, 
N.J., a freshman at Seton 
Hall College and majoring in 
accounting , had'-no losses up 

from the head string (not the head rail) which 
is as close as you are allowed to get to the rack 
while staying within the rules. 

The skilled eight ball player will attempt to 
stop his cue ball near the center of the table 
when he breaks the rack. From this position, he 
is most likely to have the greatest choice of 
shots . 

If you pocket the eight ball on the break, 
you win the game ; however, the odds against 
this happening are overwhelming. In a recent 
tournament held at Lansing's Civic Center, the 
eight ball was made on the break only nine 
times out of almost three hundred games ; and 
these players were not beginners, this was a 
State Championship tournament. You will be 
much better off if you concentrate on getting all 
of the balls moving - and perhaps have one of . 
them find a pocket - rather than directing your 
energies at the eight ball. Hit the ball at the 
apex of the triangle as squarely as you can, in 
order to achieve maximum action. 

Practice the break shot. Very frequently, it 
is the only difference between a winner and a 
loser. 

STRESSING 
"SMOOTHNESS" 

Marsh .Named 
Marketing v.P. 

In a realignment / of top 
management, Thomas B. 
Marsh has been named vice 
president of marketing for 
Fischer, Division of Questor, 
F. L. Yocum, company presi
dent has announced. In other 
changes, William E. Barry, 
Fischer's national sales 
manager, has left to become 
director o.f.-premium sales for 
Spalding U.S. Division, and 
Edgar S. DeMeyer, director 
of marketing development, . 
has retired, although he will 
remain an independent 
Fischer representative. 

Mr . Marsh comes to 
Fischer with extensive 
billiard and game-table 
experience. For 10 years, he 
was national sales manager 
for Brunswick. He holds an 
accoun ti ng degree from 
Miami of Ohio and an MBA 

. , 

TOM MARSH 

from the University of Cin
cinnati. 

Mr. Barry returns to Spald
ing where he had held various 
sales management positions 
in .the 10 years before his 1975 
transfer to Fischer. 

GUS SZAMBOTI 

~u4tMn ~ue6 w ~ 
-----~~ 

320 RUMPF AVE. 
PENNDEL, PA. 19047 

STRESSING' 
"FIRMNESS" 

- Phone: 
(215) 757-7280 

,to the final game when he 
'encountered his first defeat at 
the hands of a fellow Seton 
Haller, Todd Fleitman, who 

. came from the loser's side. In 
the final playoff game Brian 
emerged the winner 125-118. 

With this victory, Brian will 
represent Region 3 in a 
National Collegiate Champ
ionship Tournament recog
nized by the B.C.A., to be held 
in South Carolina sometime 

Both Made . in Chicago by the World's Leading Chalk Maker. 

• 

.in-March-.... ~ /. ", ,,'- -. .... '" 

. ', ." . - . . 

.' 

FIBRE CO .• Inc. 

2003 WEST FULTON STREET
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 60612 
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The, European Champion~hips 

0 
I-
(0 ' 
(.). ,d 

By Carl Conlon 

Lausanne, Switzerland: 
Januar_y 25th thru 30th, 1977 
The thirty-fifth annual 

E ur 0 pea n 3 - C u s h ion 
Championship was held here 
this . week. As expected, 
Raymond Ceulemans of, 
Mechelen, Belgium won. The 
only ( questions that could 
have been answered by this 
competition were who would ' 
be second and what would 
Cueleman's average be and 
what would his best game be. 
Second was Ludo Dielis of 
Deume, Belgium who took the 
runner-up slot with a better 
average than third place 
finisher, Johann Scherz of 
Austria. 

picturesque location was the 
setting of 'the most poorly 
organized tournament it has 
been my displeasure to 
witness. The tables were by 
Longoni of Italy and played 

. strangely trregular giving the 
contestants many problems 
in attaining consistency 
generally associated with 
players of this caliber. The 
room was excessively hot and 
noisy with little control over 
the spectators or the heating 
~its. Some of the proqlOters 
of the tourney had a brain
storm and polished the balls 
with a silicone polish that 
produced a beautiful shine 
but a highly unscientific slide 
on the balls when stroked. 
The results of the contest 
,show the problems as most of 
the players were .200 to .300 
below their normal average. 

/ , 

2. Ludo Dielis, B~lgium, 
1.074 Grand Average. 

3. Johann Scherz, Austria, 
1.016 Grand Average. 

4. Peter Thogerson, 
Denmark, 0.940 Grand 
Average. 

These four will join the 
other participants known at 
this time. From South 
America, Umberto Sugimiza 
of Peru , who won the South 
American championships 
with a LOS Grand Average. If 
South America sends a 
second player it will be Le 
Garda of Equador who was 
second with 1.12 G ,A, Lopez of 
Argentina no longer 
competes as an amateur 
having moved to Columbia 
and turned professional. 
Mestapha Diab of Egypt , the 
perennial winner of the 
African 3-Cushion Champion
ships may not compete 
because his winning average 
was below the required 
m.inimum, O.SSO. 

BFUSA matches. Gilbert was 
first with .94 and Ashby 
second with .95. It is 
generally felt , that the 
American contingent will 
make its strongest bid this 
year for a higher finish than 
in previous tournaments. 

The field will be filled with 
Japanese players of 
exceptional apility. Playing 
on home soil may provide the 
impetus for many upsets and , 
/ supply the three cushion fans , 
with legendary competition 
that will be remembered for 
years to come. The ,list of 
Japanese players : 

1. Komori, Tokyo , 1.457 
Grand Average. 

2. Yoshihama, Osaka, 1.239 
Grand Average. ' 

3. Kobayashi,- Tokyo, 1.394 
Grand Average. 

4. Fdnchi, Senclai, 1.084 
. Grand Average. 

and possibly a fifth: 
Sumiyohi, Tokyo with a 0.912 
Grand Average. 

THAT SHOULD BE SOME 
KIND OF -TOURNA-
MENT ... .. 
Editor's note: If you're 
among the fortunate fans to 
be able to go to Tokyo to see 
these, matches keep in mind 
that Carl Conlon speaks 
fluent Japanese. Stay next to 
him and you can't get into too 
much trouble. 

. ,... 
A True 'Custom-- Cue ' 

JOSS Cues West 

Your. reporter has been 
... attending tournaments 

throughQut Europe for the 
past eight years and this 

This tournament 'Produced 
qualifiers for the World UMB 
3-Cushion Championships to 
be held in Tokyo, April 5th 
thru 10th , 1977, Those 
qualified were: 

, 1. Raymond Ceulemans, 
Belgium, 1.310 Grand 
Average. 

The American entries will 
be Allan Gilbert and GeQrge 
Ashby, both of whom aquitted 
themselves admirably in the 

Box 35069 
Tulsa, -Oklahoma 74135 
Phone (918) 663-6222 
HA NDMA DE by Bill Stroud 

; 

- .-

We Want You . 
Professional Pool Players As~ociation X6 

~~, 
"THE FUTURE OF ' POOL" 

PPPA Membership Card 

40% Discount on subscriptions from National 
Billiard News and' American Billiard Review 

5% Discount on equipment from member manu
facturers on wholesale prices for room members. 

PPPA monthly newsletter 

l00'{' Discount on table time in member rooms 
for players ~ 

10% Discount on equipment from member manu-

TO JOIN TH ESE PLAYERS : 

Lorry Lisciotti 
Steve Mizerak 
Irving Crane_ 
Luther Lassiter 
Peter Margo 
Ray Martin 
Allen Hopkins 
Jim Rem~ 

Jack Colavita 
Joe Russo 
Richie Florence, 
Earl Herring 
Pat Fleming 

, Ernie Costa 
James Burke 
Michael Carella ' . 

Steve 'Marino 
Mike Marotta 
Rusty Miller 
Jerry Nacovsky 
Larry Shallis 
Mike Sica 
Mike Sigel . ' 
Mamoru Tanaka 

~ Joe Cervoni 
Kazuo Fujima 
Jimmy Fusco 
Mike Fusco 
Pete Fusco ' 
Ernie Lager 
Herb. Lehmann 

, Lenny Loder 

~--------------.------------------.----~------------------_._-------PROFESSIONAL POOL PLAYERS:ASSOCIATION 
86 Vanderbilt Avenue _ 
Staten Island: New York 10304 
Telephone: (212) 981·5943 ~ 

I hereby submit my, ap,plication for membership in tbe Professional Pool Players Association. 
I have enclosed $15 fo~one-year's rnembel'Si1ip in the General [ 1 or A~ateur [ ] Division. 

NAME . ........ ' " ................. ' . ... .......... , ....................... . 

ADDRESS ..... . .. . : . '. ' ........ .. . . ............... :. PHO~E ... ... ' ....... . .. . 

CiTy ............... . ....... STATE ...... , ....... ZiP ........... , .......... . 
~ . ... ~ , . .- '" -

facturers for players . :', ,', For additional information pertaining to Professional, Room, Manufacturer/Dealer, or Sponsor 
Membership, contact PPPA at above address I 

Rooms and manufacturers receive pjJblicity through newsletter ... I 
I 

and at major tournaments run by the PPPA - rooms can secure I 
the top players in the country for exhibitions and tournaments. : -' (Make chf!cks or money orders payable to PPPA) 

.... "'}..~~ ... k""~~-~-..al-_-.J. -ir .... --..~ ... -... .io-iJ .... ~ 1...- L""'-'1t.~ •• 8.aIlL'-:1o ...... 6>" .\, 1ol~3!c.loJ_ ~"k...,*"'-•• .,..k. lr •• ,. •• • _ .•• ~ ~ 

/ 

l _ 

.,.------------------ ~ 
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The PPP A wishes to welcome the many new members and 
thank all of our members for their loyalty and support in 1976. 
Our growing membership shows the need of a united pool 
industry. We have members in almost every state in the uniol1 
and Canada. All this in four short mon~hs gives thought to what 
we can accomplish in 1977. Again we urge all of our members 
to patronize their fellow members, participate in PPPA 
tournaments and sell PPPA to the rest of the pool world . . 

1977 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
The 1977 World Open Champ.i.~)Dship 14.1 will be hel~ 

August Sth .thru 14th at the Convention Hall in Asbury Park, 
New Jersey. We anticipate the largest field of players ever 
assembled for a 14.1 World Championship tournament. This 
tournament will have a guaranteed prize fund with all 
additional profits going into the prize fund. Twenty qualifiers . 
have already been pledged by room members, with the winner 
of each qualifier receiving a free entry into the 1977 World -
Championship. All money taken from qualifiers goes directly 
into the prize fund of the tournament. 

If you are interested in running a qualifier, please contact 
the PPPA as soon as possible, for there are only a few dates 
available. Most of the dates in May and June are already 

, filled. Prices are: Minor Qualifier - $500.00 Major Qualifier -
$300.00. All players must be members or registered as 
members to participate in these tournaments. We will also be 
accepting at-large entries, which means. that any player who 
does not qualify, can buy his way in for the sum of $300.00. 

V.I.P. INVITATioNAL TOURNAMENT 
Ray Martino and Peter Margo flew down to the Virgin 

Islands along wi th-Mike Basone, tournament dir~ctor, to -do 
advance promotion and publicity for the first V.I.P. 
Invitational tournament to be held Easter weekend in April. 
Mr . . David Craddock, tournament promoter, is having a 
special press conference and cocktail party in honor of the 
players and the tournament. 

WORLD 9-BALL TOURNAMENT 
Mike Seidel has announced the 1977 World 9-Ba11 

Championship to be held in conjunction with the World 
Straight Pool Championship. This tourney will be held 

Please turn to Page 23 

TAKE A LOOK AT 
THE WINNING LINE. 

Send for 
this 
FREE 
Fu ll-color 
Brochure 

I 
I 
I -

I 
I 
I 

You can see Vikin I , 
all new line of I 
custom-made cues I 
bysend inglh is cou2:.)n to: Address I 

1 Viking Cue Mfg. Inc. I 
j City I 
I Department BN , I 
I I 2710 Syene Road _ ' Slal e ' l ip I 

L ...: ~':!.d~o.!:',~.!.:5E~3 -'- __ -:-.. ...".- ___ _ ~ _ _ . "" ."'- ...., .~ --, ____ .,J 

. , 

STRAIGHT POOL 

WE. CAN HELP YOU 
PLAY BETTER 

At the SCHOOL FOR STRAIGHT POOL you will learn about 14.1 

from the opening break to pocketing the game ball."We cover pattern play, 

break shots, dead balis, safety play, the mechanics of the stroke, aQd even 

how to choose a cue that is suited to you. ¥ou will not only improve your 

game, but you will be able to better appreciate what the pros are doing 

when you see them get off o~ a lon.g run. 

Students are ent ~tled to free table time and professional guidance 

from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM daily at Joe Farhat's VELVET RAI L BI L

LlARDS, the home of the WOFlL D STRAIGHT POOL ASSOCIATION. 

Each class nms Monday through Friday, and class size is limited. 

The SCHOOL FOR STRAIGHT POOL 'is co·ed. The ladies are 

just as anxious to learn the game - and jl:lst as welcome - as the men. In 

February, Carol Pennington ,attended the school, along with her husband, 

"A. J.," while Don Barany, of Chicago, Illinois, was accompanied by his 

wife. Remember, the family that plays together, stays together. 

, Openings are still available for the follo.wing dates: 

An exhibition match between Tom Kollins, left , and young 
super- tar Mark Beilfuss, is featured at each session. of the 
SCHOOL FOR STRAIGHT POOL. (Photo by Bill Lake) 

- ~c4nnl fnr ~traig4t Jnnl . 
P.O. Box #24181 

Lansing, Michigan 48910 
Phone: (517) 393-9697 

March 7 -11 

.. April · . 18-22 

May 9·13 

June 6-10 

July 11 -15 

August 8-12 

2004 North larch Street 
Lansing, Michigan 48095 
Phone: (517) 487 - 35.28 

--------------------------------------
Please send me more information on the SCHOOL FOR STRAIGHT POOL 

Name ......... . ..... ... ...... . , ... ..... ...... . . . ...... . : . ... . 

Address ............ :.' ..... . . . ..... . ........ . .. . . ... . .. . . ... . . 

City & State ~ ..................... . ......... . .. ... .. : .. ... . .. . 

t ., > r 

/ 
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Th-e Envelope Please 
Continued from Page 7 

My view is that that is seven 
round too la te . 

The officials provided 
offered combined decades of 
experience, but that is not an 
important virtue in 
refereeing 9-ball ; the game is 
just not all that hairy. What 
you want in a 9-ball official 
are 1) eyesight , and 2) 
reflexes and instinct for the 
game which will allow that 
official to anticipate 
sittfations of possible contro
versy . Those were missing. 

With the tournament being 
played on eight tables in early 
rounds, Jack Gunne and at 
least 48 professional players 
were always available for 
officiating , but they went 
uncalled upon. It's too bad. 
I'd have done it gladly , and 
it 's inconceivable that I'm the 
only one. Impartiality , or the 
lack ofit , does not figure to be 
a factor when gentlemen get 
together to play. 

MOST POPULAR 
WINNER - Steve Oaks. 

Built like an oversized 
praying mantis. out of a John 
Agar sci-n ' movie, Oaks 
nevertheless has the pep and 
metabolism of a decathlon 
champion, and crowds love 
him. He was extended to the 
full fifteen games in a session 
with Dallas West, a player of 
Tare ' poise and polish who for 
some reason always takes his 
fair share of abuse from 
Chicago audiences; the final 
game was decided by a 
ghastly, slopped-in , two-rail 
bank-combination shot, and 
when that 9-ball fell , Steve 
Oaks could have run for 
mayor (we don't have one 
right now, remember), if he 
looked either old enough or 
Irish enough. The last time I 
played young Oaks, I shot 
him down in both straight 
pool and one-pocket , and now 
that he 's one of the better 
players in the world, you cap 
be sure that it will get to be 
Armageddon before he ever 
hears the end of that from 
me. 

We also hosted two of 
Steve's ro~d bt;ddies in an 
encounter group, and they 
and Steve form a rare and 
distinctive trio~ three Indiana 
natives, and not one of them 
looks like he has the slightest 
idea of how to play basket
ball. 

A runner-up award here 
should probably go to Matt 
Fudacz, an underrated but 
well-motivated local player 
whom everyone likes and who 
has a good roll or two coming 

" from life. 
• • > ~HE GOLDEN SLUMBER · 

TRILOG YAW ARD - to Jim 
Martin, a Chicago player who 

1) lulled half the bleachers 
into a stupor with his 
vic torious play Saturday 
night ; 

2 ) caught a few Z's 
himself , until about 121f2 
seconds before his forfeit 
time Sunday ; 

3) immediately put all the 
spectators back to sleep 
again in his ensuing match, 
during which he won an 
intimidating 3 of the 11 games 
played, in a session that took 
half an hour longer than 
anyone else's. 

Now that Serta Mattresses 

has dropped Joey Heatherton 
from their advertising , 
they 're missing a good bet in 
my man, Jim , surely one of 
the greatest part-Indian 
short-games players of his 
day. 

THE FROM -THE -SU
BLIME-TO-THE-RID 1-
CULOUS CONSISTENCY 
AWARD - to this writer, 
who , after playing like Buddy 
Hall on Saturday , returned to 
play like Buddy Hackett on 
Sunday. 

THE WILLIE SUTTON 
AWARD - to Wendell Weir, 
for his clean and outright 

heist of the seventh game ()f ' 
his third-round session. 

THE WOODY HAYES 
LACK OF TASTE, CLASS, 
AND SPORTSMANSHIP 
AWARD - to Wendell Weir, 
who, for the deed mentioned 
above, hereby retires thi& 
trophy permanently. 
Someone should now do the 
same for Wendell. 

THE KITTY GENOVESE 
INVOLVEMENT AWARD -
to referee Ed Laube, whose 
no-decision in behalf of 
Freddy (The Franchise ) 
Bentivegna was about as 
neutral as a death sentence. 

THE LINDA BLAIR 
EXORCISM AWARD - to 

Fred Bentivengna , whose 
Saturday genius turned into 
Sunday gremlins. Enroute to 
an almost-certain in-the
money finish , Freddy fell , in 
successive sessions, to the 
most rank kind of pool-hall 
oneupmanship and non
officiating. 

Freddy the Franchise, 
named for his value to his 
team in a bar-pool league , is 
one of those unique sorts 
whose pool playing is high
shortstop level but whose pool 
thinking is world-class. He 
draws crowds, laughs and 
action wherever he goes. He 

Please tum to Page 20 

JIMMY 
REMPE 

WINNER OF MORE TOURNAMENTS 

IN THE LAST FIVE YEARS 

THAN ANY OTHER PLA YER (23) 

proudly' al)nounces · 

his personal line of profession'al cues. 

Four classical styles designed 

with the critical player in m:ind. 

Call (717) 342-8373 

or write 

Jim Rempe 

National Billiard News 

3297 Twelve Mile Road 

Berkley, Michigan 48072 
• ·W 

Jim Rempe,is aV(:lilable for . ~}(hibitions 
... ~ ... r r ; r ." y ,. , ..- ... ~ , ~ ,.,. ~ #' ~ .,. ,. ....... .,., ~ '"..; #...... Jl 

~. ... 1> .. ~ >~... t' ,.;......... ~ 1,.- , ) ~);;' -" • ')0 -•• ,lo» ~ 4 
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Steve Oaks Cuts The 
By Bruce Venzke 

There are two ways to run a 
"big" tournament. . The 
$50,000 phantom prize 
promise approach (otherwise 
known as "The 01' Ripoff") , 
and the · $5000 (or so) 
genuinely guaranteed prize 
fund approach (otherwise 
known as "Doing it Smaller 
but Right"). 

As usual at Marie's Golden 
Cue in Chicago, Nick Page 
(ahmg with tournament co
sponsor Jack Gunne this time 
around) put on a first class 
event following · the "Do it 
Right" approach. It was the 
Chicago Nineball Champion
ships on January 29 and 30. 

Nick and Jack couldn't 
have picked a worse weekend 
for the $5000 open Nineball 
battle. The weather was 
absolutely atrocious through
out the nation, and the night 

I before the tournament the 
stranded and cancelling 
players were r inging the 
phone off the hook at the 
Montrose Avenue room. 

Because of those con
ditions, when play was to ' 

start at 10:30 A.M. Saturday, 
the field consisted of only 64 
players. That 's right; only 64. 
Only the largest tournament 

field ever assem bled in 
Chicago. -

Nick told us that he could 
have had 96 players were it 

not for the vicious weather . 
And perhaps next time he 
will, since it would take just 
about that number to break 

, L- R: Marie, Bob Vanover (Runner-up), Nick Page (Manager), Steve Oaks (Winner). 
Photo by Eddie Laube, Jr. 

·even with the kind of class 
tournament he .runs . 

How is it done? Nick and 
Jack got those 64 to come 
from 15 states because: 

(1) They advertised 'the 
tournament nationally, 
including direct mailing to 
the players. 

(2) They played a popular, 
fast game. 

(3) They played the ' 
tourney in two (2) days. 

(4) The entry fee was low 
enough; $50. 

(5) The $5000 prize list was 
high enough, and 

(6) The $5000 was, cer tain, 
just as the tournament was 
certain to be right because of 
the man guaranteeing it. 

And so, those who know 
Nick supported him just as he 
supports the game : 32 
players in the field were from 
Illinois . ' 

So it was underway. With 64 
entrants , the preliminary 
skirmishes would take longer 
to read than to play. But by 

. Sunday mid-afternoon , the 
double elimination process 
(in two brackets ) had cut the 
field to the eight ·, money 

The Budweiser Open 
-9-BALL TOURNAMENT 

March 26th thru April 3rd 1977 • Jointed Cue Billiards • Sacram'ento, California 

"-

AFTERNOON AND 
EVENING SESSIONS 

• 
ANTIQUE BEER BAR 

• 
150 THEATRE S[AT ARENA 

• 
SEASON 'S TICKETS 

$42.50 
Limited to 100 

• 
PLA YERS' MEETING 

Saturday, March 26 
2:30 p.m. 

•••• 
-Proprie~ors' Seminar 
Wednesday, March 30 

9 :30 a.m. 
y 

. '. t •. t (. 

8600000 in PRIZES 
1st . $200000 

2nd· $100000 
5th. $40000 

6th . $3000~ 

3rd . $7-5000 7th . $25000 

4th . $550°0 8th . $200°0 

9th thru 12th· $100°0 
-GUARANTEED-:-

All of this and Featuring 
"MINNESOTA FATS" in Concert 

For Entries, Informat!on, Room Reservations, Contact : 
Terry Stonier 

J OINTED CUE BILLIARDS 
2-375 Fruitridge Road Sacramento, California 95822 

1-916-456-2284 ' 

ENTRY FEE $100 

11 OUT OF 21 GAM ES 

DOUBLE ELIMINATION 

WINNER · BREAKS 

ONE MISS, BALL IN HAND 
OPEN DRAW 

SPORTS ATTIRE 

• 
OPEN 24 HOURS 

During the Tourney 
• 

17 Pocket Tables 
2 Billiard Tables 

• 
SNACK BAR 

Burgers 
to 

Breakfast 

• 
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~m: Downin Chicago 
winners and the semi-final 

. matches began . Let's go from 
there. 

At that point the surprise of 
the tournament was Matt 
Fudacz who was rolling along 
in a big way , though on the 
loser's side. But his bubble 
burst in the semis as he was 
the victim of the continuing 
onslaught of Tom Vanover 
(Baltimore) . In just ·minutes 
it was 9-2 Vanover. Fudacz
then added two games as con
solation before the younger of 
the Vanover boys closed it out 
at 11-4. That was the free
wheeling Tom 's 7th win in a 
row after an opening round 
loss to Bill Stigall. 

At the same time, the older 
Vanover (Bob) was locked in 
a fierce battle with Wendel 
Weir (Chicago ) on the 
winner's side of bracket A. It 
was game for game until 6-6,. 
when Vanover edged out to an 
8-6 lead. They traded racks 
again, and with Vanover 
shooting at the six-ball in the 
next, he looked pretty well 
off. But he missed it, and 
Weir ran it out, to trail 8-9. 
And that was it, because Weir 
ran out the next three racks 
without a miss, and Vanover 
could do nothing but sit and 
watch and' hope.. . and that 
didn't work. 

The other winner's match 
was another ~tudy in 
contrasts between Steve Oaks 
and Elvis Parsley. Oaks had 
shot some of the very best 
pool of the prelims in a third 
round match in which he 
defeated Dallas West 8-7. 
After that great match he was 
installed as a definite co
favorite for the title. He did 
nothing to worry his 
. supporters , as he firmly 
stroked his way past the 
deceivingly tough and deter
mined Parsley by an 11-7 
score. 

West had done nothing but 
win since that early loss to 
Oaks, and now was up against 
the always:.tough Bill Stigall 
of Tampa , Florida . Big D. 
and W.D . battled pretty 
tightly to the point of 7-7, but 
then West toughened and 
posted an 11-7 win to 
eliminate Stigall . 

That set up a West-Parsley 
match. As Tom Kollins put it, . 
the man who was expected by 
many to be just a garnish 

- went all out to be the main 
dish; in a stunning upset, he 
roared to an 8-2 lead over 
West, and just wasn't to be · 
caught. So West fell 11-4 and 
was out. 

In the battle of the brothers . 
Vanover, it was probably as 

Tom Kollins (of the School for Straight Pool) watches the balls 
roll around.- - Photo by Eddie LaUbe: Jr. 

much a psychological test as 
anything, and not too "long 
after it had started, it ended 
11-6 in favor of the old timer, 
Bob. Those brothers play an 
amazingly similar g.ame, 
though Tom plays a bit faster 
than Bob, who has slowed up 
a bit with the passing years. 

Parsley's challenge of Oaks 
for bracket A was strong, 
though unspectacular, as all 
his matches had been. This 
one was tense and exciting, 
but the classy game of Oaks 
felled Parsley again, and by 
the same 11-7 margin as in 
their earlier match. 

ECOMPUtER ... 
tbe MICRotl~ .. p ITack 01 
AU you, o~:~t:~e and charges. 
~ec'~~t1~t~yactiVe package . 
,0 0 the minutes . . program .' 
coune~beTs the rateS ~~ounts due 
,.em . \\ liguTeS 
automallC3 Y MICROliME 

ENIENCE . . . hom and e\!>c;ency 
CONV . eefed tor ease 
H.uma, n -~~?:ra\ \t.eyboah~~o~~'~~\ephon~ . 
SIOWe. OUT tol.le 
As qu;ck as Y MICROtlME 

BILll'l ... frotn tel is basl?d or' 
REU"'CROTIME Compu hno1ogy . 
The M,\ ompUler tee 
the lates\ miC

roc the digital watch 
that bro ught you 

o 

o 

In the fight for bracket B, 
Bob Vanover had to beat Weir 
twice. The first was a super
thriller that saw Vanover 
shrug off the pressure and 
turn an 8-10 deficit into an 11-
10 victory. It was almost a 
rep.eat in reverse of their 
match two rounds earlier, 
and just as exciting. 

In the final rematch for the 
bracket (and thus the title -
game berth against Oaks), 
Vanover jumped out to a 3-0 
lead. But Weir took 2 games 
right back, and then they 
traded nice racks - that 
made it 4-3 Vanover. 

The next ten racks see
sawed 5 apiece, so Vanover 
led 9-8 . The momentum ' 
seemed to have moved slowly 
but steadily to the Vanover 
side as this set progressed, 
and Weir simply began 
making too many unforced 
errors. Vanover remained 
steady and got the victory by , 
a final score of 11-8. 

The championship match 
was thus Vanove vs . Oaks in a 
race to eleven. It was pretty 
darn good pool , very exciting 
pool and the two gentlemanly 
competitors put on a fine 
battle for a nice and enthus
iastic crowd. 

Oaks fell behind 0-1 on a 
fine run by Vanover, but 
came. right back strongly and 

(213) 372-6519 

soon he had built it Ito a 7-3 
lead. 

But then it was Van's turn 
to surge, and he took 4 in a 

. row to even it up at 7-7. 
So the championship boiled / 

down to a race to 4, and Oaks 
was the man. He took control 
and allowed Vanover no 
mistakes at · all , taking the 
last 4 games in a row for an 
11-7 win. A deserving champ
ion of a fine tournament : 
Steve Oaks. 

The final results: 
1. Steve Oaks (7-0) 
2. Bob Vanover (7-2 ) 
3. Elvis Parsley (5-2 ) 
4: Wendal Weir (5-2) 
5. Tom Vanover (7-2) 
6. Dallas West (6-2) 
7. Bill Stigall (6-2) 
8. Matt Fudacz (5-2) 

$2000 
$1000 
$ 500 
$ 500 
$ 250 
$ 250 
$ 250 
$ 250 

REPAIRS 

- -Ctutom fPoof CLUj. 

<With dVatu'ta.f !Balan~ 
RICHIE FLORENCE 
DALE PATTEN 

P.O. BOX 603 
REDONDO BEACH, CA. 90277 

YES ... 
Send me more information 
on the MICROTIME COMPUTER. 

o I would like a demonstra tion. 

Name' _______ _ ___ _ 

In stitut io n: ____ ____ _ 

Address: 

City: ___ _ ___ ___ _ 

' State:. _____ Z;p: ____ _ 

Phone: I._~ _ _ _____ _ 

Type of recrea tional facility: 

Bowling. No. of lanes:_ 

Billiard s. No. of tables: _ 

Table lennis. No. of tables: _ 

Other. T ype. no.: 

In a hurry? Call MICROTIME 
collect at (3 12) 272-9020. 
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2nd Annual Pool 'Poetry Contest 

Concluded from Page 5 

And last, but far from least, is the following 
code by Al Molliof St. Pete, Florida . It is 

An Ode to a Pool Game 

He came through the door 
He was tall and thin. 

I could tell by his walk 
He came in to win. 

8-ball, 9-ball 
You name the game. 

His challenge rang out, 
But no one came. 

He ordered. a beer 
and smiled at t,ne . 

"What have we got ; 
No shooters , Pee Wee? " 

I ordered a beer 
and smiled right lfack. 

8-ball, 9-ball 
Let's get the rack. 

He reached for his case 
and out came his stick. 

I said to myself, • 
"Be accurate and quick." 

8-ball, 9-ball, 
What will it be? 

I said "Sir, it makes 
no difference to me." 

He chuckled and smirked 
and came out with a sneer. 

I chuckled and smirked 
. and took a sip of my beer. 

A flip of the coin 
decided the break. 

And I said " 8-ball 's the game, 
what is the stake?" 

50, a 100, whatever you say ; 
Just remember, the loser must pay. 

I pulled out a 50 to show my bet. 
He matched my 50 with no sweat. 

I ran all my balls and 
got down to the 8. 

I said to myself "shoot soft 
and shoot straigh t." 

He watched the shot as it . went in, 
then turned to me with a great big grin. 

"I've shot before, make no mistake. 
You'll see .when my time Gomes to break." 

He racked, I broke, my stick was hot. 
I carefully weighed each and every shot. 

I misseg on the 8 and walked away. 
Now it was his turn to play . 

He stroked and stroked and the balls flew in. 
Now I knew it was his time to win. 

He called the 8, a pretty tough shot. 
I watched it roll and stop on the spot. 

He turned away in utter dismay. 
Now it was my turn to make the play. 

I eyed the ball and cut it thin 
And once again, I was to win. 

• 

He rose from his stool 
and unwound his fra~e. 

I knew I was in 
for a hell of a game. 

He racked, I broke , 
We started our duel. 

I was shooting a player 
. I knew was no fool. 

That's the View from the Words Depart
ment; next month we'll talk about a couple of 
guys who are heavy in the Deeds Dept. Please 
jo~ me up here then ... I'll save you a seat. 

Question : Are the boys down at the local pool hall or tavern !teen peeling you like a banana? You know what I mean-leaving the pool 
hall with less than you went in with! What you need is . . . 

/ 

Plain and simple, baby. Just step 0 the table and them pockets. No !ljnes on the table, ·no mechanical aids, nobody 

laughing, saying, "Where'd you get that thing?" I'm offering you "THE SYSTEM"-a remarkable, simple system that will 

make your shots consistently accurate. It may be the f irst t ime you spend $15.95 for something you burn before anyone else 

can get his hands on it to read. I can teach you how to shoot good pool, or if you are already playing, make your game 

terrific. If you buy a copy of "THE SYSTEM" and I haven't shown you how to make simple and complicated shots regular-, 
Iy with ease, and tha~ you don't have to be gifted or practice years to become a proficient pool player, I'll give Y9u every 

penny of your money back. 

"THE SYSTEM" is a major breakthrough in learning or improving your skill of playing pocket billiards and snooker. I'm 

not going to show a theory of some kind, or how to play defensively to win-I'rry going to show you how to put those object 

balls in the pocket. I guarantee you it will take years off learning how to play the game. Kinda strong? Try it. If you shoot 

pocket billiards or snooker, you'll be amazed what "THE SYSTEM" will do' for you. 

Send just . $1595 -no tax-no handling charges 

, .. '. . ., , 1. I 

To: Bob Deems/The System 

c/o J and B Sports 

4412 Cypress Street 

Parke rsburg, West Virg ~nia ~6~O~ . . . 
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DOUG MacDONALD - EDITOR 
, , 

m\JROKEN CUE NEWS 

/ 

Frito-Lay 'Chips In 

Ladies, Championships Get Sponsor_ 
We are extremely pJeased 

to report that for the first 
time we have been able to 
i.nterest a ma jor company in 
the sponsorship of the 
Canadian Ladies Snooker 
Championship . Frito-Lay 
Canada _ Ltd. is one of 
Canada's leading suppliers of , 
pot~to chips. So come on you 
snooker lounge owners, let's 
support snooker and that 
means Pepsi-Cola as well as 
Frito-Lay. 

Frito-Lay will contribute 
$500 in prize money : Terry 

Haddock of Ter'ry's Home 
Billiards will . add an 
additiona 1-$50 for high run, 
bringing the prize money up 
to $550 at the time of this 
writing . It's a good start and 
eventually, as th~ women 
develop ti1eir snooker playing 
abilities to a higher level, 
many more suppliers ~nd 
snooker lounge owners -
especially snooker lounge 
owners, - will become aware 
of the tre'Tlendous potential in 
good women snooker players. 

The pres,ent Canadian 

.. 

Lad ies Champ ion , Natalie 
Stelmach from Sudbury , 
Ont'prio, is going to be 
difficult to dethrone as she 
plays remark_ably well. Eight 
Women from across Canada 
will be meeting at the 
Sportman's Show in Ottawa 
to determine who is Canada 's 
best . This tournament is 
being run by the Broken Cue 
Organ ization. Montreal, Hull 
and Winnipeg are presently in 
the process of determining 
their regional champions. 

The short-sig~tedness of 

Basic Snooker for ladies 
... 

By SHEILA KING 

The most elementary break 
is to ' place the cue-ball 
between the yellow and 
brown and using centre ball, 
strike the second end red ball 

THE BROKEN CUE 
NEWS 

1407 Carling Ave., Ottawa 
Telephone 613-722-7945 

EDITOR 
Douglas G. MacDonald 

C.A. 

THE BROKEN CUE 
NEWS 1$ PUBLISHED 
MONTHLY IN THE 
NATIONAL BILLIARD 
NEWS AND ITS SOLE 
PURPOSE IS TO 
PROMOTE THE SPORT 
OF SNOOKER AND 
B ILL I A R D SAC R OS S 
CANADA 

All correspondence to be 
addressed to the Editor, 

Broken Cue News 
1407 Carling Ave. , Ottawa 

I 
....... < ............... - ......... JIi .. ~'", ..... . ~,,<r~_c. 

THE BREAK-
half ball . Th is will cause the 
cue-ball to come off two ' 
cushions to a spot on the 
bottom cush ion . The ob ject to 
leave the cue-ball as near as 
possible to the bottom cushion 
(Giving your opponent some 
cuing difficulty). And thus as 
far as possible from the reds 
(giving her th e difficulty of 
distance) . 

If you win ,the toss, always 
take the opportunity to break 
off because a good start will 
enable you to seize the 
initiative stra ighaway. 

Another break which is 
more advanced is to playoff 
the end red with strong right 
hand side to swing the cue
ba II off three cushions to a 
spot on the bottom cushion . 
yvith this contact only the two 
end reds of the back row will 

- be much disturbed and even 
these should finish in 
relatively safe position. 

Another similar break is to 
playoff the second end red 
with strong right hand side 
and bring the cue-ball back 
off three cush ions to a spot on 
the bottom 'cushion . 

The difference lies in 
contacting the second red 
(not the outside) so that the 
pack is disturbed much more. 
Jhere is thus more risk than 

hitting the end red that your 
opponent will have an 
immediate chance, if she is a 
good long potter , to pot a long 
red and get in first. 

One of he most impor ant 
dec isions 0 ma e, is when to 
play defens ive and when to 
a tack. Always weigh risk 
against potentia l gain. 

It is hardly ever worth 
taking a big risk for a ~mall 
gain; a dodgy business to 
take a big risk for a big ga in i 
much more attract ive t o take 
a small risk for a big gain . On 
the other hand, with the reds 
well dispersed your opponent 
may either m iss a pot or m
ishit a safety shot and give 
you the first chance. 

On strange tables or if the 
match is close, it may" pay 
you toh it the end red i if you 
are confident, or if you are a 
frame or so in front or if you 
can sense your opponen t 
cracking, be readier to hit the 
second red . 

After this initial shot, the 
opening exchanges of a fram~ 
usually settle down_ to thin 
safety shots, returning the 
cue-ball off the side of the 
pack or of the loose reds to 
(as near as possible) the 
bau lk cushion. 

some snooker lounge 
operators is hard to 
understand. Especially when 
it comes to women players. 
As mentioned earlier, there is 
tremendous promoti onal 
potential in good women 
players, but to develop these 
good players snooker lounge 
owners must not only provide 
tnem with tournament play 
but _ must, at least at this 
stage, offer financial support 

, to enable them to c6mpete on 
a national basis. 

The withdrawal of two 
sponsors from out West is 
quite sad . These women 
spend a lot of time and money 
to develop their skills and 
surely the snooker 10iJnges, 
which profit from their 
playing, should help · their 
local or regional champion so 
she can compete in the 
National Fina ls. 

Wha't's Happening 
At the time of this writing 

Cliff . Thorburn, the Canadian 
Professional Snooker 
Chall1pion, has a 29-27 lead 
over former World Snooker 
Champ John Spencer in a 99 
game series presently being 
played at the Recreation 
Billiards in,Edmonton. This is 
a 3-week match with the 
winner to take home a cool 
$3,500. The loser will receive 
a comfortable $1,500. These 
types of challenge matches 
certainly help promote our 
great sport. 

In Montrea l, Robert 
Paquette, the Canadian 
Amateur Champ, is leading 
an eight man snooker team 
against the best players from 

a pool league. The com
petition will be pool and will 
be played, on a 41f2X9 pool 
table. A French television 
network will be telecasting 
this tournament. 

It is interesting to note that 
this is the first time in Canada 
a snooker team has gone 
against a pool team. We have 
very 1ittle doubt as to the 
results, as we believe the 
abilities ' required to play 
excellent snooker auto
matically gives a_ snooker 
player . a tremendous 
advantage ove~ a pool player. 
More about this in our ,next 
issue. 

Please tum to Page 18 

BILLIARD CLOTH 
ALL WOOL-MADE IN ENGLAND 

76" Width - 25-26 Ounce 
Complete Bed & Rail $155.00 

....--SPECIAL PURCHASE----. 

BOLT _PRICE $1195.00 
AVERAGE 10 COMPLETE CLOTHS 

-PER BOLT 

~ TIt~ROK·EN-CUE' 
BILLIARD SUPPLY 

1407 CARLING A VENUE, 
OTTAWA, ONT, K1Z 7L6 

TELEPHONE H313-722-794;5 

/' 
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ISL Snooker Shorts 
By JIM HAUSMA-N 

The Third Annual ' International Snooker League 
Tournament - Amateur Three-Man Team Championship for 
the Bacardi Cup- wUl be held on the seven tables at London's 
(England) Eccentric Club of St. James on March 28th, 1977 
through April 1, 1977. 

Eight teams (representing) England, Ireland, South 
Africa, Bermuda, Canada and the United States will feature 
such outstanding players as Noel Miller-Cheevers of London; 
Pascal Burke of Ireland; Bill Edmunds of Bermuda; Carl 
Erasmus of South Africa; Ervin Budge of Canada; Herb 
Lehman of New York Athletic Club; Eri~ Connely of Miam~, 
Florida; and John Kollins of Lansing, Michigan. 

. The tournament will be played in a three-man-team round 
robin format - with each man playing one member of each of 
the seven other teams on a best-of-three-racks basis. . 

Then - even though a team tournament - on April first 
an individual knockout competition will determine the week's 
outstanding player in singles. 

In the main tournament, substitutions will be allowed on a 
daily basis only. hence all teams wiD have a squad in London. 
Squad members not designated as Number 1, 2, or 3 man in the 
major competition will play in a special International Snooker 
League Tournament. 

. Previous ISL Tournaments were held at New York 
Athletic Club (New York) in 1975 and in Bermuda in 1976. Both 
were won by England's Eccentric Club captained by Noel . 
Miller-Cheevers - who also serves as President of the 
International Snooker League. 

The 1978 ISL Tournament will be held at Sheraton Center 
in Toronto, Canada next spring under the auspices-of Snooker 
Canada . According to Jim Hausman (Garden City, New 
York), Executive Director of this relatively new Snooker 
League, the ISL 1978 Tournament may)be enlarged to handle 
ten or twelye ·teams. Initial communications have indicated 

. that interest in this Amateur Team organization has budded in 
Australia , South Africa, Hong Kong, Malta, India , Sri Kanka 
(Ceylon ), Scotland and Wales . Some are sending 
representatives to the Annual Meeting of the ISL being held in 
conjunction with the Tournament in London, where and when 
the subject will be a major discussion point. 

255 Dunbar Ave. 
Montreal, Canada 
H3P 2H4 

Telephone 
(514) 737-4675 
Cable 'ACBILL' 

Acland's News Di.gest 

AN INTERNATIONAL BILLIARDS SERVICE 

English Billiards-Snooker 
Custom Built 6 x 12',5 x 10' 
4U, x 9', & 4 x 8' Tables 

-
. "EXCEL" RED'D RUBBER BILLIARD CUSHIONS 

Selected for 19751tltJrld's Championship 
held in New Zealand. 

CANADIAN. DISTRIBUTORS OF: 

"Super Crystalate~' & "Vitalite" 
British made match quality balls in all 
sizes for Billiards, Snooker & Pool. 

\/VEST OF ENGLAND & YORKSHIRE 
BILLIARD CLOTHS 

By the roll or in cut lengths. 

1977 PRICE LIST AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 

ACLAND BILLIARD EQUIPMENT LTD. 
Wholesale, Retail and' Export 

i 

J 

- ~ ~ , 

Super Crystalate • In 

Canadian Championships · 
For the first time this 

year's Pepsi Cola Canadian 
Championship will be played 
with Super Crystalate ba lis. 
At the present, Canada is the 
only country playing snooker 
which does not~ use Super 
Crystalate ' balls. 

Crystalate balls are 10.3 
percent heavier than the 
Aramith and Vitalite balls 
presently used throughout 
Canada. Needless to say, 
when Cana~ian players go 
abroad they are at an 
extreme disadvantage, thus 
play well under their true 
abi l i ty . 

well, we must conform to 
int~rnat'ronal standards. It's 
unreasOnable and unrealistic 
to expect 16 other nations to 
change for Canada's sake. 
No, we must change. 

Montreal's' Canadian 
Playdowns will be played 
with Super Crystalate balls. 
The Molson Tournament in 
Ottawa - Hull, which 
determines the regional 
champions, will also be 
played with Super Crysta
lates. 

All major tournaments 
should use them, especially 
when the tournaments lead to 

the Canadian Championships 
and then directly to inter
national competition. 

The Broken Cue News has 
made a special purchase of 
Super Crystalate balls and is 
offering them to Canadian 
snooker lounge operators at a 
very special price of $55.00 a 
set. Mail your cheque or 
money order to the Broken 
Cue News, 1407 Carling 
Avenue, . Ottawa, Ontar io. 
This special price will allow. 
the introduction of Super 
Crystalate balls into tourna
ment play at a very realist ic 
cost . Both Cl i ff Thorburn, the 

Canadian Ch am p, and Bill 
Werben i uk , t he Nor t h 
Amer ican Champion, have 
spoken about t he ad j ust· 
ments requ ired w hen they 
play . in internat i ona l 
competition . Robert Paquette 
and Bernie Mikkelsen 
experienced ma jor problems 
whe'n competing in the World 
Amateur Championshi ps in 
South Africa . 

International Plans 

in Final Stages 

.I f we are going t o be 
recognized ' as a strong 
snooker nation, not only in 
quantity but in quality as 

A r ran g.e men t s ~ 0 r 
Canada's 5-man international 
amateur snooker team to 
play Wales, Ireland, 
Scotland,' England and the 
tsle of Man is in its f inal 
stages. At the time of this 
writing three countries have , 

ShoOIi 
soflilyand 

carry a 
hOIi Sliick. 

Send for our new 
1976 full-color catalog. 

r---------- ----
McDermott Cue Mfg .. Inc. 
W186 N7137 Marcy Rd .. Menomonee Falls. WI 53051 
Phone 414·251-4090 

Name:.:...' _ __________ _ 

Address, __________ _ 

Ci~,--------------------
. _____ Zip 

Tel. -----

replied in the affirmative, 
We're still waiting for the 

other two, which we expect to 
hear. from any day. This 
competition will take place in 
Ottawa this year. Selection of 
the Canadian fi ve is presentl y 
being made. 

MCDERMDn, 
. -.J L __ =_--:_= -=-__________ ' ___ -; . 

• ");<. - t 
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Concluded from Page 2. 

from Bill Pierce in the Velda 
Rose Djsaster were like all of 
the other players, survivors. 
That is the one true test of grit 
in a player, their will to 
survive under all conditions. 
One cannot blame them for 
being offensively defensive. 
In answer to your first 
question, the Billiard News . 
has been late because of tech
nicdl difficulties and we are 
making every effort to 
correct same. The issue you 
are reading will have caught 
us up considerably but we are 

'dependent on 2nd class 
mailing to keep the costs 
down and that is the Post 
Office and we are helpless. 
But we will keep trying to 
bring you the best publication 
(in billiards in the fastest 
manner available to us. 

• •• 

To the Editors : 
I am 31 years old, a pilot for 

United Air Lines , and have 
played pocket billiards quite 
consistently since college 
days. . 

On Jan. 10, 1977 my friend 
Bob Peterson, a turf nursery 
owner, also a ' con'sistent 
player, and I attended "The 
School For Straight 'pool" in 
Lansing, Michigan operated 
by Mr. Tom l{ollins and held 
at the Velvet Rail Billiard 
Room. 

I speak for us both when I 
say we were surprised. We 
were privately a bit skeptical 
about any school such as this 
because, as many players, we 
had reached a level of play 
where ,our 'mistakes were 
more obvious to someone of a 
professional calibre player. 

('CUE TIPS 
Black French Leather 

... 
;' :. 

12mm 13mm 14mrn 

Minimum order of 5 

'. 

'$1 00 Each 
12 for $10.00 

Wide World ·of Billiards 
3360 Ainsworth Ct. 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45239 
Send .' ........ Size .... . 
Name ......... ' ," 
Address .............. . 
City . • ....... State .... . 
Zip. .......... . 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 

The· School For Str aight 
Pool opened our: eyes as well 
as renewed a desire for high 
quality' play that is some
times lost in frustration . 

The word is "Profession
alism" . This means· a lot of 
things to different people but 
to use it showed, 1) instruc
tion - playing well and 

enrichment - fill11s ' by other 
fine professionals were shown 
underlining the things being. 
taught an(j an exhibition was 
played on the 4th day for the 
class. '3 ) Environment - Joe 
Farhat, the Velvet Rails' 
owner is a real gentleman 
and his staff and equipment 
reflect his high standards. 

Tom Kollins and was high
lighted by a beautiful run of 
151 and out by Mr. Kollins. 
Watching such a match is 
trUly inspiring. 

The last day was a tourna
ment for the students at 
which time diplomas were ' 
received by all and a trophy 
awarded the winner. ' 

there is no way to attend 
without greatly improving 
your game. It was a fantastic 
experience! 

Sincerely yours, 
WILLIAM SIMMONS 

Altoka, Minnesota 
P .S. Enclosed is my check for 
one years subscription to 
National Billiard News. The 
above comments were totally 
unsolicited by anyone. 

. teaching well are two diff
erent things 'and Tom Kol~ns 
puts it all together. 2) course 

The exhibition match was 
between Mark Beilfuss 
(world junior champ) and 

We recommend this school 
to any serious pocket billiards 
playets (including 9-ball) as 

CONTROL 
IS THE 
NAME 

OF THE 
GAME 

A separate customer display on back 
Lets yo ur customers see separately. on 
request , just how mu ch time and money 
they've spent. 

AT LAST! A COMPUTER DESIGNED BY SOMEONE IN THE BUSINESS 

48/6 IS BEST 
BECAUSE 

Cue-Nique 48/6 is a totally Solid State 
Micro Computer ... the newest innova· -
.tion for erncient billiard parlor and 
time-based bowling lane management. 
It has a number o f advantages over 
conventional clock/ counters with 
mechan ical meters. 

No more hard·lo-read meters 
Large, well-illuminated numbers on 
elect ro nic displa ys are easy to read. 
Num bers are a half in 'h tall. 

Handles up to 48 tables ... or lanes 
, Our basic computer comes equipped to 

handle 12 ta bles o r lane . . ny number can 
.' . be added .. . up to 4 .. . ,,'-llhout changing 

",the size of the compute r. 

And up to 6 players per ta ble 
The Cue-Niqu c 48/6 rna es it easy to add or 
subtrac t playe rs at an y pomt during' e 
and automatically changes tbe dolhI ra~ 
according to the number of p12 'Us. 

Now you un see elapsed time 
At any time. o ur computer can 0 you 
and your cust omers how lo ng • table b.u 
been in use. num ber of playen UJd 
amount owed . 

Impossible to forget to rese t 
Each time a nev.' table is Slaned. e 
computer is aut omaticall) r=t . _ . 
cuts out confu sing and costly e B. 

Also a real time clock 
When the Cue-Nique 48/6 isn't giving 
table or lane info rmatio n, it works as 
a clock . . . giving the co rrect time of day. 
Hourly rates 
May be changed by owner at any time. 

Perfect for College Unions 
Can c<1 ntrol entire union; pool and 
billiards. table tennis, foose ball. 
bowling, etc . ... 

A LL with one 48/6 

48/6 [O~TROL 
IS CO'1PLETE 

Un it is small , com pact and eliminates 
emplo ee error. 
It an sit ri!'ht n.,t to the ta,h register. allow ing 
emplo~ees and customers to check cash register 
ta ap Inst co mpu ter ftgures. 

T oe s stem 
A must for chain operation or absen tee ownership. 

Customers un run a tab-for non·game items . . 
When customers make other purchases, push 
lab bu tton . ('omputer will make note that non· 
game items have bee n purchased. At the end 
of game , fl ashing display will remind you to add 
outside purchase .· Custo mer pays only once. 

Maximum Income 
During peak hours 48/6 can automatically 
change ove r from special rates (such as 
single player o r practice rate s to regular 
'rates when all tables are in use) . 

Counts Customers 
End of day check out gives you customer 
count , and transaction count. 

Inventory Feature 
Lets yo u know at a glance your Cue 
inventory. 

Tables in use Display 
Shows you at glance which tables are 
in use. Each table has it s own LED display. 

Minimum Charge 
I:or 1-6 players. may be programmed 
into 4816. 

Cue Rental Control 
Allo ws you to rent cues; add, rental 
fee l O table total; and flashing display 
remind s you to requ est rentaJ cue. 

And the·Cue·Nique 48/6 Costs Less 
AU 'of these cost- and time-saving features 
are patt of~the E'ue.Nique 48/& ... at a ', 

. pric-e less than 'co'nventional clock! cou nters. 
Contact us.Jor more information and an 
estimate. We know you'U be surprised how 
inexpensive the Cue-Nique 48/6 really is. 

CUE-NIQUE MICRO-LOGIC MFG., L Tn .. 
317 W.Gorham St .. 
Madison, Wisconsin 53703 
Phone (608) 25H134 

" 

------------------------~~--------
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/ BULL SHOTS 
Continued from Page 4 

sized cop-out and tell each and every one of you contemplating 
the purchase of a good cue. Pick a cue that feels good to you, 
take no advice and Good Luck! 

HERE IS A THOUGHT FROM THE SIDE POCKET ... 
From the philosopher, Puhka ; If you own a pool table and you 
don't want the cloth to wear out, don't ever play on it. If you 
want to own !h'e finest cue stick made , make your own judg
ment on weigbt, balance, joint, tip and length. If you want to 
keep that cue in good shape, don 't lend it to anyone. 

The school of hard knocks in the pool room may gi ve you a 
great education, but the tuition can kill you ; Billiard Trade 
Rumors-Something negative, developed and enlarged by those 
in the dark ... 

Carom bUliards is joining the race for the coin 
business. U.S. Billiards of N.Y., a long time innovator in the 
coin field has come up with a coin operated Carom table. This 
is so new that it is fully protected by a patent issued by the U.S. 
Government. 

Carom Billiards IS a proven international game which has 
endured from our earliest ages. Some players scoff at the size 
of the table sin~e it is somewhat smaller than we are 
accustomed to but this full size 7-foot playing surface has been 
used in Europe for many moons. Coin table JX?cket billiard 
players have developed an' expertise through many years of 
play. These players provide 'a solid, latent demand for Carom 
Billiards through their fundamental knowledge of and 
expertise in shooting pool... cue grip, english~, s~roke, follow 
through , angles, and etc. Many want a different 'and more 
challenging game. Carom billiards may be the answer since it 
is easy to play and takes practice to master . 

The U.S. Carom Table can be used for 5 different games, 
--Straight Rail, Bank Billiards, Red Ball, Cushion Caroms and 3 

Snooker 
Concluded from Page 15 

In Ottawa, the King of the 
Hill Tournament has started 
with eight of Ottawa's best 
players competing . The 
retirement of Julian St. Denis 
has left tlJe field w ide open. 
The Broken Cue Organization 
will host these matches in 
their four snooker lounges in 
Ottawa and Hull . Led- by 
everyone's favor ite , Tony 
(Canada Fats) LeMay, Andre 

- \ 
Goyethe and Greg Kennedy, 
the 'matches should be more 
than interesting as each 
player will be seeking to be 
established as' the area's 
number one player. 

Canada's two biggest 
snooker rooms, Bil l iard's 
Square in Calgary and Ted 
Rousseau's Recreation in 
Edmonton - have changed 
hands. We are extremely 
sorry to see Bob Kelly and 
Ted leave the sport scene as 
both were great for the game" 
We hope that both will return 
in some capacity. -

Frederick-Wjl lys presents the Zenith
the traditional appearance preferred by 

, many, Features golden tassels on drop 
pockets, upholstered sides, designer 
plaques. Massive pillar legs . combine 
with solid unitized construction for 
rigidity, Available in traditional green or 
stunning scarlet. Has %" oversize 3-pc. 
ItaHan slate bed, 

Cushion. One could include other variations popular through
out Europe and Asia such as progressive rotation and bottle 
caroms. This table could be an excellent companion piece in 
existing billiard locations, as a piece of equipment to upgrade 
present coin locations or limited space commercial rooms and 
it could become a new prime attraction for greater income. 

Nothing revolutionary inyolved in the operation of this 
unique piece of billiard equipment since the players deposit 
coins to purchase a pre-determined "play period". (5 minutes 
is suggested). The special feature of this Carom table is that 
the player utilizes the actuating handle ana raises the slate to 
the playing position and thereby releases the 3 Carom balls. 
When the "play period" ends, a short warning signal sounds 
and a warning light is lit. Play continues until the warning 
time (normally ' 30 seconds) ends. At any point during the 
warning time the player can extend his game by depositing 
additional coins . 

When the " warning time" expires, the slate automatically 
releases and lowers to its angled rest position. The balls roll 
down and are locked inside the game. 

The Carom Table by US Billiards has a number of 
money-making features that will appeal to the "player" . 
Adjustable play period, warning time, warning sound, and 
pricing . A credit accumulator allows purchase of up to 9 "play 
periods". Solid steel slate support, solid state circuitry with 
excellent warranty , easy serviceability through steel access 
doors, "Classic Rosewood" Mica cabinet , frame and legs, and 

I a genuine 1 inch slate bed covered with carom cloth, 
I don't often go on the limb for a new billiard item but I 

saw this table at the Show in Chicago and I was impressed with 
its unique qualities. The American Billiard Association should 
look into its value to them in aiding the spread of the word on 
the glories of three cushion billiards . BBIA ... ' 77 Convention, 

Please tum to Page 20 

, 

Write for our full color catalog cover
ing the Zenith and all the other fine 
leisure products produced by Frederick
Willys . 

.t=": 
fREDERICK· Will YS 
Frede rick -Wi llys , Inc , 
27 Fifth Street 
Farm ingt on. MN 55024 
Phone 6 12 / 463-71 41 

We wish good luck to the 
new owners and hope they put 
the promotion , of the sport of 
snooker foremost on their l ist 
of priorities . 

Sold in Ca nad a unde r F/W,l icense to K ing Ind ustr ies . 
Box 2145: Wal kerv i lle . Wi nd so r. Ont ario , 

........ "- .... ~;!I; ... Oklll~ •• S. ........... . ...... ..... ~. 
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BILLIARD MOTIF JEWELRY 
DESIGNED WITH SPECIAL Q-MASTER EMBLEM 

- CAN BE INDIVIDUALLY BOXED-

• 

LIGHTER 
21/3" HIGH 
WINDPROOF 

• > 

BALLPOINT PEN 
RETRACTABLE 
SKIP-PROOF 

$17~aFh 

MAGNETIC 

KEY-CHAIN 

$1
75

Each 

" 

MONEY CLIP 
WITH 1y," KNIFE 
AND NAIL FILE 
CHROME FINISH 

MONEY CLIP 
1" x2" FOR THE 
FOLDING CASH 
ONLY 

$1 ~5 Each 

Add 75c for Posatage and Handling 

- , 

PLEASE SEND CHECK OR 
MONEY ORDER WITH ORDER 
FOR IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT. 
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3297 12 Mile Road 
Berkley, Mich. 48072 

(313) 545-7222 

HAS WHAT YOU NEED 
WHEN YOU NEED IT! 

COMPLETE tiNE OF BILLIARD BOOKS 
MOsConi Red Book ... .. ....... .. .. -, ........... 1.75 
Win'ning Pocket Billiards by Mo&:oni . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2.50 

Inside Pocket Billiards by Mizerak . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 4.95 
Position Play For Hi·Runs by Holiday .... ........ , 1.95 
Minnesot~ Fats on Pool by~ Fats . ... . ... .. . , . . . . .. 1.95 
Brunswick·Balke-Colltinder Reprint 

1923·24 Catalog. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 3.50 
History of Billiards by Hendricks ............ .. : .. 5.50 
Cannifax Charts- 3 Cushion Diamond Syste~ . . . . . .. 1.00 
Official Rule Book-B.C.A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.95 
Game of Billiards by Cottingham ............ _ . . .. 2.95 
Billiards as it Should Be Played 

by Willie Hoppe ... .......... . ...... .. .... 5.95 
McGoorty by Bob Byrne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 6.95 
Billiards for Everyone·Lassiter .... . .. . .... ......... 2.95 

Add 75c per order for Postage and Handling 

Ou~ 1976-77 catalog is now ready . . , Q·Master has put 
together some of the info that will be of interest to bil· 
liard rooms and poo~ buffs all over the world. In addi· 
tion to instructions on how to cover a pool table. we 
have included in this collectors' item: everything you 
have wanted to know about pool balls. cloth. cue sticks 
and a lot of information on what to look for in buyirig II 
pool table. • 

SEND FOR OUR CATALOG NOW! $"'00 

Q~§'I'~'" 
u.s. 

- Headqu arters 

3297 Twelve Mile Rd. 
DON'T PLA Y WITH Berkley, Mich. 48072 

STRANGERS (313) 545-7222 

Slate Pool Table • Close out of over 400 tables 

FACTORY SALE 
• All sizes - All tables warranteed 

• Available for inspection 

2" Oak Popular from $595. Execut ive f ~om $320. 

SPECIFICATION~ 

PLAYING SURFACE: 7 ft. 'I . ... One Pc. 38 x 788ft. 7/8" One Pc .. 44 x 88" or 3 Pc. Oversize 8 ft. Professional. Three Pc. I" 
~6 x 92" 9 ft. Profess ional. Three Pc. 1" 50 x 100 CLOTH : 20 oz. Nylon Wool Blend Choice of 10 Colors CUSHIONS: 1'/4 " 
canvas backed gum ru bber POCKETS : No. 6 Irons with fringe and geniune leathe( pockets RAI LS AND APRONS : Solid Oak 
lumber. CABI NET: We pride ourselves In t he use of solid 2" Oak. sugar pine and/or Grade A Oak Ply with genuine wood trim. 
NOTE: We can make every dealer a "custom pool table designer". TERMS< Money Order or Certified Check Shipping K.O.F.O.B. 
Berkley . Michigan . . 

• 

, 

2" Oak ' Aviator' or Sugar Pine from $545, 

QMASTER announces their appointment as the 

agents selected to dispose of the complete stock 

of the Midwest's Largest Independent Manufacture.r 
" . 

, Oak Mission from $399. 

ALL TABLES LESS THAN 50% - BROCHURE ON REQUEST 

YOU NEED NOT BE A DEALER TO BUY AT THESE PRICES. 
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BULL SHOTS 
Concluded from Pag~ 18 

San Fransisco, St. Francis Hotel, all kinds of great 
happenings. ,An optional tour to HawaII and an arrangement 
with a travel agency for better than average rates for the long 
trip. AQ.yone wishing to attend contact Bob Goodwin, (A-C 312-
944-0205). It all Starts April 25th. 

YOU CAN SEE THE BIG ADS IN OUR CENTERFOLD 
and they are s~lf explanatory but for those of you who cannot 
visualize the subtle~y between the lines let me elaborate: 
. This group of shooters are going to merchandise their 
game. They have constructed a package that shoulc\ appeal to 
ey ery yellow striper who has ever popped a pack. Imagine 
being on this tiny rock, Freeport, with Richie Florence, Jim 
Rempe, La~ry Hubbart, Lou Butera, Jim Mataya and all the . 
others named in the ad, with nothing to do but see the greatest 
play nine ball, gamble a little at the Casino, and learn the fine 
points of the game from a faculty of stars. 

All this is.in keeping with the phi1osophy of merchandising 
that we have been preaching for some time. You must intereSt 
people in the game, build that interest, cultivate that interest 
so that it will infect others, and the results will bea greater 
game and more money for everybody'. 

A lot of droplets of water make up a full bucket and I am 
sure that we would like to have a full bucket of water-rather 
than a full bucket of some other material (that I will not 
mention but you all know where I'm coming from ). The whole 
idea is great, a little sun, a little gold, a little gambling, and a 
lot of pool. 

In 1976 the Pool Game survived the Burlington Bomb and 
the 2nd coming of the Burlington Bust Out, the double dribble 
of the PPPA in the East and the BCA Open in Chicago at the 
'same time, Bill Pierce in Albuquerque, Bill Pierce in Flat 
Rock, Imitation French Tips, and inundation of lettered 
organizations of pool players whose organizers lost their 
~nthusiasm when responsiblity reared its ugly head, Acrylic 
Pool table cloth, Bicentenniel Balls, Stars and Striped Cues, 
Bruce Christopher, Pete Margo shooting a ball out of .Bruce 
Christopher's mouth, 17.5 players who call themselves "Fast 
Eddie", 39.3 players who are called "Something Fats". 

The game surVived Dissention, Disorganization and 
Destructive Criticism.-Dysentery of the typewriter, Closings 
of pool rooms, Openings of Bj.Uiard Lounges, 143 newspaper 
columns on pool by writers who don't listen and 137 of them ' 
using the phrase "Behind the Eight Ball". . 

Isn 't that reason 'enough for the true believers to know that 
this is the game? 

BillIard 

· ·Cloth 
• Balls 
• Cues 

THE HENRY W. T. MALI & CO., INC. 
257 PARK AVENUE SOUTH, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10010 . 

(212) 475-4960 ( 

And The . WinJner Is ... 
Concluded from Page 11 

is funny, hip and colorful 
enough that if he were ever a 
champion', the entire com
petitive game would benefit. 
Ah, if that Italian egg could 
only play a notch or two 

- higher . Life is so unfair ' 
sometimes. 

These awards all occurred 
to me because I got tired of 
singing to myself . You 
probably know the song 
yourself, or at least your own 
version of it ; it 's peculiar to 
eliminated players, who join 
one another · eight-at-aocrack 
in the bleachers to incant 
silently The Double Elimi
nation Blues , or , more 
simply, I'm Out: 

I know so much of what pool 
is about; 

It doesn't .seem right that 
here I am, out. 

I'm _ supposed to win this 
whole thing with ease. 

What is this, a joke? Let me 
back in. Please. 

I won't miss. I won't choke. 
I'll think. I'll stroke. 

Let me back in it. . 
I know how to win it. 

I promise I'll play my 
absolute best 

If you let me back in for just 
one more test. 

I wonder why I thought I had 
anything to fear? 

I can beat any guy here. 

. There's this that can 
always be said for losers : 
Without them, there would be 
no winners. 

Giant Screen -T.V. 

. Save 
u

P to$60000 

Video Players 

Film & Tapes 

. .. and more 

New Products Co. 
Oox ,121 

Maple Shade. NJ. 08052 
(609) 665-,1492 

CENTRODYNE'S cdc-712 
Billiard & Bowling 
Control, Sys~ems 

Time 
Bowl'ing 
is Coming 
of Age 

• Maximize your revenues .. 
• Complete contro l. 

~illiard 
Prop'rietors! 

I ncrease your 
revenues by 
at least 20% 

or more 

This revolutionary new. low-cost. solid-state computer. 
• Eliminates problems and performs like a perfect 

employee. 
• Itoperates in full view of the cashier and the customer 

and renders its- totals in units of five cents. 

• The average bowler wastes 25% of his bowling 
·time . 

• A remote table light control so that it is not possible 
to run on the table lights unless the computer is 
operating. This permits no practice time. free play 
or favouritism . 

• Master totalizer which may be read and reset only 
by tile proprietor. • The customer & owner can both save money. 

For Further-Information Contact: 

centrodyne corp. of, america . ~ -
FOREST ROAD. HANCOCK. N,H. 03449 • TEL: (603) 525-6666 

IN CANADA: 

centrodvne corp. . . 
9145 CHARLES-DE-LATOUR • SU ITE 4. MofHREAL. QUE . H4N 1M3 .TEL: (514) 381-9308 

ALL GENERAL TALLY RATE CHANGES $99.00 WHEN PRESENTED WITH 
THIS AD. THIS OFFER GO_OD UNTIL MARCH 15, 1977. 

CONTA CT PA UL LEVESQUE (603) 525-6666 

-, ~------------------------~----~--~--~--~~~~~~ 



Concluded from Page 6 

stand why and how a cue ball travels a particular track . Its use ' 
can also be applied to the game of 3-cushion. The cQmplete 
study of this system is incorporated in my new book, The 
Encyclopedia of Pocket Billiards. 

The diagram illustrates the cue ball about to pocket ball 1 
in the side pocket. When it does, the carom of the cue ball off 
the object ball follows the track towards diamond 6 on the top 
short rail. When it contacts the rail, it becomes known as the 
'point-line (P.L.). 

The cue ball then rebounds off the short rail and continues 
in the direction of'diamond 1 on the right long rail. After it 
rebounds off the rail it forms the angle (A) and the beginning 
of the pre-line. Note that angle A forms lines that are (almost) 
equal in degrees. It is this angle that determines the direction 
of the pre-line. 

Now that you understand what has been said to this point, 
let us return to the beginning of the pre-line track. By observ
ing the pre-line you can see that its direction, or track, is 
headed towards diamond 7 on the left long rail. 

After contacting diamond 7, it continues' on to form' the 
. pre-determined (P. D. ) line and the final loca tion of the cue 
ball. This faet is known to you because the point-line-is 
responsible for the pre-line. The following words are 
important to remember: Most all point-lines and pre-lines 
form lines that are (almost) parallel. I 

This may seem confusing at first , but by reading the 
explanations and referring to the diagram you will, in a short 
time, realize the value of these instructions. And when the 
system is mastered, the need to repeat phrases . will not be 
necessary . 

This play requires 1f2 cue tip right of center english. Use a 
soft stroke. 

THE WORLD 
FAMOUS 
GANDY'S 
BIG "G" 

\ 
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Inventory Clearance-
It's tax time and 

we'd rather sell 'em than count 
, 
em 

William Henarick's 

'HISTORY OF BILLARDS' 
ONLY 5350 Each 

8-Ball or Pool Table , ' 

BELT BUCKLES 
ONL Y 5450 Each 

Price includes Postage and Handling 
Mail Check or Money Order-Do Not Send Cash 

NATIO NAL BILLIARD NEWS 

P.O. BOX 37 

NORTHVILLE, MICHIGAN 48167 

GO ALL THE WAY 
w/~ GANDY'S CHAMPION 

LINE OF BILLIARDS 
~~~ 

W~~fb~~ 
~l'6~~ 

/ 

GANDY~S 'INDUSTRIES~ INC. ' 
NATIONAL TOURNAMENT 

CHALK 

ROY GANDY and KIM GANDY 
510 11 th St. / PO. Box 533 / (912) 745-7621 

M acon. Georgia 31202 
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Gilbert, Ashby on Way to Japan 
Concluded from Page 3 1ess hours into the tourna

,ment both before and during 
superclass player in the field and who was quick to 
and he was not well-known in volunteer to cover any deficit 
California. This year ~ with that might occur , to Bill 

-Ashby, Gilbert, and Torres "Butch" Belkar , who spent 
knocking their heads . nine hours a day selling and 
togetijer, word spre&d fast taking tickets at the door of 
that billiards at its finest the_ tournament' room , to 
would be 'on display ... and it Jerry Young, Spence Gothan, 
was. and Bob' Delaney , who 

,Many than~s 'from the handled the bulk of the refer-
players and the spectators to eeing, to Arvo Lane and Ken 
Ed Courtney, who put count- Larson for the long hours they 

\ 

Billiard Congress 
Concluded from Page 6 

attempt by the BCA to bring 
the consumers' attention to 
the sport of billi~rds , accord
!!tg to Lucchesi. 

"Our high visibility 
approach to the game and the 
public is to get them more 
involved in this form of 
recreation. Our 8-Ball tourna
ment is expected to attract 

. several thousand contestants 
to the local tournaments. We 
wi.ll bring the 256 finalists to 

Dayton on September 16 and 
17, immediately following the 
U.S. Open plaY-Qffs. These 
fina1!sts will play for over 
$25,000 worth of prizes in the 
form of Billiard tables, 
personalized cues and other 
billiard accessories. 

"BCA is inviting any group, 
club , le,ague Of person who is 
interested in par ticipating in 
these' tournaments, as 
players or as local sponsors, 
to contact it' for details," he 
concluded. 

TOURNAMENT 
CALENDAR 

-POOL-
MEN 'S OPEN 
9-BALL TOURNAMENT 
March 1st-11th 
William's Billiards 
Airport Road 
Wilson , N.C. 

PRO SPE ED 
TOUR NAME NT 
March 4th-6th 
Hopkins Billiards 

-(201) 968-9741 
Green Brook, N.J. 

PPPA 9-BALL 
TOURNA,MENT 
March 11th-13th 
Hi-Cue Billiards ' 
(201 ) 354-8950 
Elizabeth , N.J . 

PPPA 'MINOR QUALIFIER 
March 21st-26th 
Hopkins Billiards -
(201) 968c9741 
Green Brook,-N.J. 

V.I.P. INVITATIONAL 
TOURNAMENT 
April 9th-11th / , 
Sa pphire Beach Resort 
St. Thomas, Virgin Islands 

If you plan to attend a listed , 
tournament, we suggest you 
contact the promotor to veri-

, fy dates~ , 

PPPA MINOR QUALIFIER 
April 11th-15th 
Clifton Billiards 
(201) ,365-9856 
Clifton, N.J . 

PPPA MAJOR QUALIFIE R 
April 29th-May 1st 
Hopkins Billiards 
( ~01) 968-9741 
p reen Brook, N.J. 

- PPPA MINOR QUALIFIER 
May 2nd-5th 
Golden Cue r 

(212) 442-3737 

DAYTON NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
May 5th-21st 
Forest Park Billiards 
'4425 Forest Park Mall 
Dayton, Ohio 45405 
(513) 277-9407 

PPPA MAJOR QUALIFIER 
May 26-29th 
Clifton Billiards 

- (201) 365-9856 
Clifton , N.J. 

Events are listed in the Tourn
ament Calendar at no charge to 
the Sponsor. 

spent keeping score, and to 
the many members of the San 
Jose Elks lodge who 
volunteered their services as 
referees, scorekeepers , and 
scoreboarders. 

It was great to see Ralph 
Doyle of Denver, age 85, and 
Harvey Martin , 87, both of 
whom are still quick of step 
and sharp of mind and eye, in 
the stands watching almost 

every game..Martin , who saw 
one of his cues win the 
tournament, plans to join a 
group oL fifteen' West coast 
fans going to the wourld 
tournament in Tokyo. 

Gaston Memorial Tournament 
Concluded from Page 2 

tournament with the cash up 
front, everybody got paid and 
the promoter was entitiled to 
a little extra gate. "Paulie" 
Jansco doesn 't · have to be 
concerned about the Bill 
Pierce episode, his 'reputation 
has been re-established 
among the money players . . 

This tournament was 
played on Gandy tables with 
25 players signed up to start 
at the meeting 2 P .M. Friday; 
January 14th. By Monday 
there were players coming 
out of the woodwork, the pro
moters close-d the board at 32 
but could have entered 45 
shooters. They were there 
chafing at the bit. We w Id 
suggest to Mr. Jansco and his 
associates that in tlieir next 
venture, (rumored to be in 
Biloxi, April 1st thru 10th) 
that they rent an overhead 
scoring projector, cost about 
$10.00, so that the spectators 
will know what is going on. 

A dramatic run for the 
money by Red Briet was' the 
only surprise in store for 
when he came from the losers 
bracket to challenge Larry 

Hubbard. But Jersey Red had 
to beat Hubbard two games 
back to back and the way 
Larry was hitting the ball it 
was a tough task. Red did win 
the first match but the hot 
hand and the sharp stroke of 
the champion ,won out. 
Random notes: Hubbard's 
student was in a position to 
kayo but lost out when Mi~e 
Sigel lost out as did Buddy 
Hall . Hall seems to be the pre
tournament favorite in all the 
contests south of the Ohio 

river. Making their presence 
known were Berry Kauzzert 
of Tampa with a nigh finish in 
8 Ball, Steve Cook, Mike 
Carrella, Ronnie Allen Steve 
Guthrie , Billie Incardona 
Billy Dann of Oklahoma City 
Sonny Springer, Lefty GDff, 
and Earl Herring. 

The NBN is sure that with 
Mr. Gaston and Mr. Jansco 
teaming up in ventures ()f this 
sort there will be a growth of 
interest in the game in this 
area. 

r----~--------------------------------------~ ~ /V~ , : 
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( 1 1 YEAR - $6.00 ( 1 2 YEAR - $10.00 ( 1 3 YEAR - $13.50 
Foreign ( 1 1 YEAR $7.50 ( 1 2 YEAR $12.00 

U.S. Milit ary - Overseas ( 1 1 YEAR $5.00 

NAME .. . . ... . .. . .......... ,:. ..... . ..... _ . . .... ..... . . 

ADDRESS . . .. . . ... .. . . .... -... .... . . . . . ............. . 

I CITY .. . .. . . ... .. . . . . .. : .. STATE ..... .. ZIP .... .... . . 
' : [ 1 Proprietor [ l' Manufacturer : [ 1 Poolplayer Male [ 1 _Other 

I [ 1 Deale-r [1 3 Cush ion Player [ 1 Poolplayer Female 
: . [ 1 News Media [ 1 Tournamenr Player -
I 
I 
I 
I 

-THE FULL SERVICE PUBLICATION OF THE BILLtARD WORLD 

---------------------_._----_._.-_._.-._ ... --
CLASSIFIED ADS 

\ --
Classified rates are $15c per word. 25c per word b.o ld face. 
Minimum rate - $4.50 

MAIL CHECK OR MCNEY ORDER TO : 

PA YMENl:, MUST ACCOMPANY AD. 

NATIONAL BILLIARD NEWS 
P.O. Box 37, Northville, MI 48167 

Used Brunswick Classics, 2 
5x 10 Arcades, · 2 41h x9 
Arcades. Excellent condition, 
new rubber, new pockets and 
new ciotti. One or all , best 
offer .. .. Q Master , 3297 Twelve 
Mile Rq. Berkley, M ich. 48072 

Ve lda Rose. Tournament 
Pictures. 11 5 different - 1 
each match. Some , special 
request by name. 1-6 pics 
$1.00 each . 7 or More 80c ' 
each . All 11,5 $50.00. Send 
check or money order to -
Miles, '4573 Oenb igh Rd ., 
Mound, Minnesota. 

2. t 1 ? 

For Sale: 13-Table Bi ll iard 
Room , F l int, M i ch . 
Successfully estab lished 12 
years. Retiring, moving out 
of state . Only Room in Town 

~ Very Profitable. 
Coachlight Cue, 3522 Fenton 
Rd . Flint, M ich., 48507 

1895 BRUNSWICK Eclipse 
Model Poo l table with 
accessories. Excel. Con . 
$2,500. Call 504-446-0092 nights 
& weekends. 

. t · ! . I! t f 1 2_ ) . 1 % , 

- ; 

32 choice, Old and Rare 
Billiard , Books . Sacrif i ce 
pr ices, send Stamped and 
self -addressed 
envelope ... Natiorial Billiard 
News, ,?ox 87 

Calculagraph c lock , good " 
working cond ition , Electric 
Set for $1.50. Price $200.00. Q 
Master , 3297 Twelve Mile Rd. 
Berkley, Mich. 48072 

Wanted ... 5x 10 Carom Tables 
Old-style T -rai Is, any 
condition. National Billiar d 
News, Box no. 47 

-



PPPA NEWS 
Concluded from Page 10 

September 5th thrl.l, 11th, in the Hilton Hotel in Baltimore 
, County, Maryland. 

HATS OFF TO CARTER 
The PPPA salutes President Carter. Our new chief 

executive has changed the name of the White House "Billiard 
Room" to "The Pool Room". And that's the name of the game. 

Q-TIP OF THE MONTH -
Ray Martin says: "Make sure your powder is dry, keep 

the chalk dry . On humid days the chalk can become damp and 
may cause you to miscue. When the chalk is dry it will apply 
evenly and cover the tip of your cue correctly. 

Mako Tourney 
Concluded from Page 5 

receive $15,000, with $9,000 to 
his opponent in the finals. 
Each of the other shooters 
chosen for the tournament 
will receive a minimum of 
$1 ,000. At the end of the first 
year of circuit competition, 
point standings will 
determine the national 
WNBA champion, who will 
receive bonus prizes . 

Nine-ball competition , 
considered to be, the most 
challenging and excit ing 
variation of pocket billiards, 
is beginning to enjoy a nation
wide surge in popularity. 
Sponsors expect several of 
the tournamenfs to 'be 
televised . -

On Tuesday, April 5, 
preceding the actual four-day 
championship competition, 
there will be a pro-amateur 
to.urnament in The Registry 
Hotel's grand ballroom. Invi
tations are being sent t6 
entertainment and media 
personalities, who are known 
to be pool enthusiasts, to 
perform with the touring pro
fessionals in the pre-tourney -
festiv ities. 

The 16 players expected to 
compete for the $50,000 purse 
here currently hold a 
combined total of more than 
100 world and national pool 
titles. 

Because of limited seating 

for the tournament -- less 
than 800 s.pectators , can be 
accommodated -- Mako 
Industries and the World 
Nine-Ball Association are 
taking reservations on a first
come, first-served basis . 
Tickets may be obtained 
either for individual daily 
sessions' or for the entire 
competition. Afernoon and 
evening rpatches are 
scheduled. 

According to tournament 
sponsors , there are more than 
30,000,000 men , women and 
children pool enthusiasts now 
playing the game in the U.S. 
At the WNBA's recently
opened Pocket Billiards 
Academy, 'located in the 
Canada Business Center in EI 
Toro, more than 50 students 
have enrolled I for lessons 
within the past month. 

"The Best Yet " 
says Lou 
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OPEN "FORUM 
After the Show 

Concluded from Page 2 

Contrary to some other 
opinions , my belief is that the 
lack of massive support by 
manufacturers is simply that 
they don't see a payout. 

Another factor is that the 
market for tables and access
ories must be fairly good as it 
is. There were over fifty 

;manufacturers (including 
Triac) exhibiting in Chicago. 
The question on future busi
ness was 'between those who 
felt houses might get smaller 

erent twist, in that since the 
strokes are counted , the 
ability to sink more than one 
balf on a stroke (they both 
must be called) is given more 
credit than in any other game 
I know of . For an added filip, 
this has been put into a copy
righted form of the "No 
Excuses" game with credit 
for "singles" (all three balls 
in one stroke), "Strikes" (two 
(three strokes), much the 

, same as in bowling, and with 
bonuses for the same. 

Bye the way, to test spect
ator appeal in Chicago, Paul 
Gerni and I played a game of 
fi ve ball "No Excuses". 'The 
reaction was good, and natur
ally I wasn't able to beat the 
man giving the exhibition. 

Regards, 
FRED G. JOSENHANS 

Pres. Triac Corp 

thus limiting the area avail-
able for tables, and my own 
hope that with the lower 
energy crisis home temper
atures the theme may evolve 
"shoot pool to keep warm". 
It's also better for the mind 

POOLROOM 
FOR SALE 

than the television set. 
Regarding several articles 

in recent issues of various 
magazines of challenges 
between parties who reside 
quite far apart, it seems these ' 
might be resolved without the 
expense of traven5y arrang- ' , ~ . 

19 41hx9 Gandy Big G Tables 

, Ping fong T~Qle 
ing for refereed (by sanct-
ioned referees) series of the 
Pool Player's Test. Or, each 
player can stipulate half a 
dozen arrangements of three 
balls and the cue ball, then 

8,000 Sq. Ft. in Shopping Center 
Tournament Area , 

• I Must Sell Immediately Contact Carl Staton 
Area Code 703/820-7655 

both of them run the twelve 
arrangements say three or 

6184B Arlington Blvd. Willston Shopping Ctr. 

five times. This has a diff-
Falls Church , Virginia 

I.OU 8·UTERA '5 
TIP TAPPER 
PERSONAL CUE rIP RASP 

ENDS COSrL Y MISCUES 
. . 

ONLY $3.95 Ea. 
'-NOW AY·AILABLE-

A GENUINE LEATHER CASE FOR 
YOUR TIP TAPPER AT $2.25 EACH 

ACTUAL SIZE 

MOV'ING? 
Check These Features: OR GET BOTH , FOR '6.00 PAT. PEND. 

PLEASE ALLOW 
4 WEEKS FOR 

ADDRESS CHANGES. 

* MADE FROM SOLID HA RDENED STEEL
. NOTHING TO WEAR OUT 

- * SIZED JUST RIGHT FOR EASY CARRYING 

* KNURL PATTERN THAT SCUFFS & SHAPES 
* SOLD WiTH A COMPLETE MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE IF NOT SA TlSFIED IN 10 DAYS 

* GIVES PLAYER,CONFIDENCE IN HIS TIP 
WHEN APPL YING ENGLISH 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

I 

PRO LINE PRODUCTS CO • 
18951 NEWTON AVENUE 
SANTA ANA, CALI FORN,IA 92705 , 

I Enclose $ ..... , ..... ..... for . .. '" Tip Tappers and .•.•. Cares 

Name ..•. .. . .... .. ' ......... . . ... ... . .. .•.. •.•...• •• ..... 

Address .. . . ... .•. ... . . .......... . . .. •. ............ : . .•.. 

City. . . . . • . . . . . . .• . ..•.. State' .. .. ... . ....•.. Zip .... . ... . 
Cali forni a Residents Add 6% State Sales Tax 

• 

>, 

1 

I 
I 
I 

1 
j 

1 
1 
I 
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FOREST PARK BILLIARDS 
4425 FOREST PARK MALL ·N. MAIN ST. DAYTON; 0.45405 

MAY S • MAY 21:, 1:977 
For Information Call: 1·513·277·9407 or . 

Tournament Director, JIM REMPE 1·717·3'42·8373 

, P{(IZE MONEY -
$17,000.00 Minimum 

\ GUARANTEED PURSE and TROpJiyS 

FIELD LIMITED TO 1st 64 EACH DIVISION 
_ Each Player Allowed 1 -Female Guest Only 

. FIELD CLOSES MAY 5 6 P.M. ' . 
DRESS - Slacks & Sport Shirt - NO JEANS 

RESPECTABLE CONDUCT WILL BE A MUST 
CUSTOM CUES U CASES WILL BE ON DISPLAY 

CASH · MO NEY ORDER · CERTIFIED CHECK FOR ENTRYS ONLY No Cbecks 
-.- - ----------- - -------- ---- - --- - -- -- ------ - -------

. ENTRY BLANK 

I 9 BALL SBALL 
I 
I 

: 1 $3000.00 $3000.00 
: 2 1500.00 1500.00 
I 

. -l 3 800.00 800.00 
NAME .. ...... .. ....... ... . ... >. . .... ..... . .... ...... . ..... .. ..... ... .......... ....... : 4 600.00 600.00 

ADDRESS ............ : ....... .... ...................... ...... .... .... .. ....... .. .. .. .... .. .... .... . " : 5- 6 350.00 350.00 
. I 

. CITY ................. ... ·. ....... .. ......... . .. State ... ........... .. . . ...... . .... ...... : 7 . ,8 300.00 300.00 
: 9 ·12 200.00 200.00 

PRONE............. ... ............. .. . . .... ...................... ZIP .................. ... ... .. ........... : 12 - 16 125.00 125.00 
I . 

: ENTRY' $150.00 Per Diy. Both 250 .• 

• OPEN Z4 HOURS • 
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