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Ed Robia captures Braades Opea 
By BRUCE VE NZKE 

The parking lot behind the Antler's Hotel build
ing in Milwaukee was heavily peppered with cars 
bearing Illinois licenses Friday night, and that alone 
was enough to tell the regular customers that the 
ABA's touring band of 3-cushion players was in town 
again. 
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It was October 7-9, and the event was the 24-
player "Loni Brandes Open" . a tour stop honoring in 
name the ABA's First Lady of Bill iards. Antler 's host 
Dave Smaida was glad to see his most famous 
regular so honored, and the personable Loni 
responded by playing herself convincingly into the 
finals ; more later. 

There was $840 in entry fees plus a $50 kick from 

Sma ida for an $890 total purse. In addition, TIff 
Payne donated a very nice calendar watch that went 
to Arvo Lane in a drawing. 

The billiards played were in many ways better 
and more interesting than in previous ABA tour stops 
here, due primarily, we suspect, to the excellent 
playing qualities of the Spanish Granita cloth with 
which Smaida had his tables covered. 

The ABA is striving to have one standard cloth 
on all equipment used in its tournaments, and this 
would seem to be a fine choice; a fast, responsive 
cloth, but without an outrageous price tag. Whatever 
the ultima te choice in cloth, however, the goal of a 
single cloth for all ABA action is an excellent one 
toward which to strive. ' 

Gale J ohnson and Leo Walsh pre-drew the field 
into four brackets of six players, and the opening 
session on Friday night belonged to Bracket A. 

When that robin had gone round, none other than 
Loni Brandes was the top dog, scooting into the finals 
with a 4-1 performance. She lost only to Arvo Lane, 
who joined her in the finals from " A" by also going 4-
1. Lane thus proved that it pays to keep plugging 
away; perserverance by a 3-C lover who's been kept 
out of the finals far too long. Now he and Loni would 
have a day off-'on Saturday while the B, C and D 
prelim br ackets did battle. 

The B Bracket was one of those where all the bet
ting had to be on points , as most everyone was 
picking Bill Hawkins and Bob Strange to run away 
with the top two spots. And it went according to form, 
with Hawk going 5-0 to be first, with Strange posting 
a 4-1 mark to get the second position. 

The C Bracket was similarly cut and dried as far 
as the handicappers were concerned. Here George 
Ashby and Harry Sims got the pre~play nods. They 
lived up to their billings, too, both going 4-1 to 
advance to the finals. 

However, the match between them was notable, 
as Sims notched a 30-2 cruncher (yes, thirty-to-two) . 
None of the handicappers had that on their sheets! It 
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Letters • • • 
Dear Sir: 

I am proud of announcing 
that we, Nippon Picket Bil
liard Association and Profes
sional Pocket Billiard Con
gress of Japan, will present 
the 1977' World Pocket Bil
liard Championship Tourna
ment with participations of 
the 6 nations, which will be 
held at the Yomiuri Cultural 
Center in Osaka, Japan on 
Nov. 23 to 27. 

Games for the tournament 
consist of 14-1 (125 points), 
Call Shot Rotation (480 
points) and Nine Ball (11 best 
of 21), and each division will 
be played with 16 players in a 
double elimination system. 

Prize monies will be $11 ,760 
in total. The Is t prize in each 
division will be $1,570, and it 
will be possible to make $4,710 
for winner in all of three divi
sion. No prize awards under 

the 13th in each division. 
Admissions will be $12 for 

the season ticket, $8 for the 
final day and $6 for the week
days. 

In the tournament last 
year, Jim Rempe captured 
the 1st place in the 14-1, 
Kazuo Fujima in the Nine 
Ball and Tetsuro Kakutoh in 
the Rotation, and also Rempe 
was honored as a most valu
able player. 

KAZUO FUJIMA 
Tournament Committee 

Managing Director 
The List for the Players' 
names 

Do Yoa Sell Caes? 
THEN YOU WILL- WANT TO BE THE FIRST 

IN YOUR AREA WITH THE NEW 

JOII Cuel 
LIMITED PRODUCTION MODELS 

INTERESTED DEALERS 

PLEASE CALL 918-663-6222 

OR WRITE 

P.O. BOX 35069, TULSA, OKLAHOMA 74135 

Jim Rempe, U.S.A.; Bill 
Staton, U.S.A.; Eddie 
Charlton, Australia; Jose 
Parica, Philippines; Ulf 
Hjalmvall, Sweden ; Tommy 
Eriksson, Sweden; Jimmy 
Aryanto, Indonesia; Iwan 
Sutantyo, Indonesia; Kazuo 
Fujima, Kyoto, Japan; 

Tetsuro Kakutoh, Tokyo, 
Japan ; Mamoru Tanaka, 
Tokyo, Japan; Masaru 
Hanatani, Osaka, Japan ; 
Koji Ohta, Kyoto, Japan; 
Kunio Hasegawa, Osaka, 
Japan ; Junsuke Inoue, 
Osaka, Japan; Kenji Nagaya, 
Kanagawa, Japan; Kiyoshi 
Katayama, Osaka, Japan ; 
Tsutomu Takahashi, Osaka, 
Japan. 

Dear Editor, 
We know you are interested 

in promoting the 2nd largest 
mdoor sport in the United 
States (Pocket Billiards). We 
are also interested in pro
moting and playing the game 
at our best. So we have 
formed the Association of "8" 
Ball Champion on coin tables. 
To qualify you must win a 1st, 
2nd, or 3rd place trophy in our 
open Sunday tournament. 
These are held weekly at 
Show Boat No 2 at Western 
and Sepulveda, Torrance 
California. 

We have 7 coin operated 
tables and after qualifying 
with a win you must be voted 
into the Association of 8 Ball 

Champions by the majority. 
We do it this way to eliminate 
the disinterested persons and 
to get only players who will do 
their best and of course, show 
up. All of these members 
including the elected officials 
of the organization are 
winners on the cointables. 

We believe that we playas 
well as the champions on 
regulation tables and have 
challenge matches to any 'one 
wishing to engage us in 
combats for money, marbles 
or chalk. Our group has come 
a long way and we would like 
the pool people know we are 
doing our part to promote the 
game and enjoying it all the 
way. 

lam enclosing a picture of 
some of our players and the 
trophies they have received. 

Dear Sirs, 

Yours very truly, 
J. R. Spalino 

I am enclosing $1.00 and 
would like to know if you 
would mail me the October 
copy of the National Billiard 
News. I was a recent 
observer at the BCA Open 
Qualifiers at Dayton, Ohio 
and would like to read about it 
since the local papers there 
did not cover it. 

EULA PERKINS, 
Covington, Ky. 

BraDd· Dew look 
The National Billiard News has a new look. The paper 

has changed headline styles throughout, and is experi
menting with different layout and graphic techniques. 
Our front and back pages are printed on heavier, whiter 
paper. . 

Other improvements are planned in the coming 
months so that we may continu.e to bring you the finest 
coverage of pool, billiards and snooker available 
anywhere. 

We hope you like our new look and would be happy to , 
hear your comments. 
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Olla lops ia WiscoDsia qa .. lifiar 
Chuck Olla of Milwaukee 

became the first repeat win
ner in the West Allis Pool & 
Supply-Billiard Congress of 
Wisconsin state nine hall 
championship qualifier 
tournament on September 25 
at 7th Pocket Billiards in . 
Racine. Olla took an 11-3 
decision from Beloit'-s Johnny 
Brannon in the finals, and 
that was Olla's most comfort
able winning margin of the 
entire tournament. 

This 'was the fifth of ten 
monthly qualifiers to 

• establish the field for the 
Wisconsin State Nineball 
Championships to be held in 
April , 1978. (Qualifying points 
are awarded to all cohtest
ants based on their finish 
positions, with the high 16 
players to be invited to the 
state meet.) Olla had won the ' 

inaugural on tbe tour. then 
failed to qualify for be finals 
in the following three meets : 
but he's a streak shooter . and 
when he's streaking. he s 
tough to stop. 

The field was in four round 
robin brackets , with the top 
two from each bracket 
advancing ' to the single 
elimination chart for the 
finals. _ OUa almost got 
ambushed in his prelim 
bracket, as he finished tied 
for the second spot with Ron 
Schneider (Kenosha ) and had 
to playoff to advance. Mil
waukee 's George Brunt was 
the top dog· in the bracket. 
. Brannon had an easier time 
of it in his bracket , going un
defeated to advance. Bruce 
Venzke lost only to Brannon 
to join him in the final ~ight. 

The third br.acket saw 

veteran Willie Munson take 
the top spot with a 3-1 record, 
.nth a three-way tie for the 
o b er finals ' slot neces
sitating a double playoff. 7th 
P ocket co-owner Andy 
Wawior ka emerged from that 
'llfith a 5-1 win over Wally 
P a e to w 0 1 i I w au k e e ) , 
followed by a 5-4 squeaker 
over Kenosha 's Tod 
Covington. 

The las t pr e liminary 
bracket was Randy La)far 
(Madison ) going undefeated 
followed by Terry Romine 
(Milwaukee) , who lost only 
his match with LaMar . 

Tournament Direc tor 
David G. Batchelor then drew 
the . eight names for the 
single-bump finals , upping 
the races to 11 from 8. 

First was Munson-LaMar, 
and LaMar took it right to 

SDooker OpeDS DeW vislas 
. . 

for DlaDY seDior cilizeDs 
aeprID.e" from Ihe 
Ott.w.· 'oara.1 

By Colleen MacCabe 
Journal Sports Staff 

In days of yore, the boys 
would get together and spend 
Saturday night at the pool 
room . It was heavily 
blanketed by cigarette and 
cigar smoke with chain-gang 

Champ 

. language flowing as readily 
as the drinks in the corner. 

But taking all into con
sideration it was a good time, 
being with the boys and 
having a few laughs. 

Times have changed and 
the blanket has been lifted 
from the air and people are 
finally beginning to see the 
light. People of all ages and 
both sexes are picking up the 
snooker cue. The Broken Cue 

on Merivale Road has opened 
their doors to senior citizens, 
or senior adults as they prefer 
to be titled. 

"This is women's lib, " says 
Helena Lavin . "I mean it's 
not immoral. I can think of a 
lot worse things." 

Helena is one of many 
senior adults who have enrol
led in the Broken Cue 's Senior 
Adults Snooker Classes. The 
classes lead up to the Senior 
Adults Olympics from August 
8-20 at Vincent Massey Park. 

The actual snooker tourna
ments run August 11, 16 and 
17 a t Vincent Massey . Broken 
Cue owner Doug MacDonald 
and E rvin Budge, manager 
,and instructor, will be pro
viding a table for the tourna
ment which will be played in 
the fresh outdoors. 

The eight-week course runs 
every Saturday from 10 a .m. 
to 12 noon. The ' price may 
have attracted many. It 's a 
grand sum of $1 per lesson, or 
$8 for the ,course. Regis- . 
tration closes on August 1. .. 

For many, it's their first 
time at the snooker table and 
they all enjoy it 
tremendously. One man 
decided to pick up the dusty , 
cue after 20 years in storage. 

"I haven't played for years" 
maybe 25 or 30 years," says 
Lyle Lasihley. "I was doing 
other things, like making a 
living for two boys . 

"But.as I play , it all starts 

Willie for an 11-4 triumph. 
That put him against 'Bran
non, who had stormed to an 
11-2 victory over Wawiorika. 
Brannon then cruised into the 
finals by doing an 11-4 
number on LaMar, 

In the lower .half of the 
chart, Brunt got by Venzke 
with an 11-9 win, while Olla 
had an even closer call with 
Terry Romine, before finally 

if.e lecoad· rroal P.ge -
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BCA CiaWDS 
ehaDlpioDs 

It was fast , furious and fun . 
The BCA annual tournaments 
held in Dayton in mid
September are over and the 
new champions have been 
crowned. Exception: only two 
out of three of the champions 
are new; Tom Jennings is 
still the U.S. Open Men's king 
of the hill and Jean Balukas 
made it her sixth consecutive 
crown. Only Tom Kilburn of 
South Bend, Indiana, is new 
to the position to Numero 
Uno! 

The only downSide element 
in J he fou.r . days of superb 
play was the lack of spElcta-

tors, which BCA was counting 
on to help defray costs and to 
indicate if plentiful low-cost 
seating in pleasant surround
ings could create a significant 
audience for the game. 

Jean's triumph was 
predictible and workmanlike. 
While Gloria Walker almost 
took her in the semi-finals, it 
was not to be, .and the , 
champion never gave her a 
chance to cut loose in the-final 
match. Surprise of the 
tournament was third place 
winner, Belip.da Campos of 

Continued on Page 14 

'. TAKE A LOOK AT 
THE WIN LINE. . . . 

I. 

Send for 
this 
FREE 
Fu ll -color 

' Brochure 
I: You can see Vi king ' 
I , all new. l ine of 
I cu stom·made cues 

. pvsendinathis co.9D ) nto : 
Viking Cue Mtg. Inc . . 
Departm"mt BN Ci ty '. 

I 2710 Syene Rood State Z ip 
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J. R. Spallino, left, president of the Association of 8 
Ball Champions of Coin Operated Tables in Torrence, 
California, congratulates Pete Deterdian, winner of the 
association's recent tournament. . Continued on r age 16 . ., . . 
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Robia 
Continued from Page 1 

was a fine game by Sims, including a 5-5-6 spurt in 
three innings, and a total of 29 points after 21 frames . 
Meanwhile, George was going just by them by a 
whisker - and all of a sudden it was over, 30-2 in 25 
innings. . 

Local newcomer Craig Powers made some noise 

tion to his 2-point loss to Robin, he also dropped a 2-
pointer to Liebovich. Four more points there and he 
could have been undefeated. 

In the fourth spot was Camws at 2-3, not looking 
as sharp as usual, but nonetheless being very close in 
loss~s to Letherby by 26-30 and Robin by 29-30. Give 
him those five points, and ... well , you know how those 
brackets go. 

Ten a.m.i Sunday saw the eight finalists 
starting all over again, this time with a full round 
robin, playing to 40 points. 

For twelve hours the action droned on, until this 
situation prevailed: six rounds (of seven) completed, 
Robinat5-1, Sims, Ashby, Hawkins and Liebovich all 
at 4-2. Sims to play Robin, Ashby against Strange; 
Hawkins versus Brandes, and Liebovich-Lane to go. 
If-all four players at 4-2 win their final match (a 
distinct possibility), the tournament would end in a 5-
way tie for the first_ place. 

in this bracket , too, as he played very well and upset \ Under the ABA's rather impractical system , a full 
Sims by a 30-26 margin. A very interesting~bracket, five-man round robin would then be started (after 
even though the favorites emerged. with the finals ' .midnight in this case). If that also ended in any kind 
berths. of tie for first, point-count would determine the 

The D Bracket was the tough one to pick. In it 
were Luis Campos, Carl Uebovlch, Bob ,Letherby 
and Ed Robia . The line was this: " piek two, ,pick any 
two, and 3-to-1 says you're wrong." And.it was just 
that tight. 

Ed Robin grabbed the top spot, ·undefeated, but 
beat Campos 30-29 and Letherby 30"28. Three more 
points on him there and Robin could have been 3-2 
and'out of it. 

champion (assuming that anyone stayed around to 
add up the points). 

(We must ask here : why not have the 8-man 
f inals split into two 4-man round robins, with the two 
winners than going head-to-head in a single, 
climactic f inal championship match that would' 
receive the undivided attention it deserves? It means 
1.3 games over 4 rounds instead of 28 games over 7 
rounds, plus there is no possible tie for the title . The 
extra ti me saved could be allocated for short playoffs 

- of any ties for the two bracket winners, a longer /inal 
Carl Liebovich, playing very well, was the could be played, a nice dinner break could be taken, 

runner-up at 4-1, losing only to Robin 22-30. etc. , etc. Mostly it would add drama, excitement and 
definitiveness to the championship ; the current 

Edged out to third place was Letherby ; in addi- format often has none.) 

~ . 

But Ed Robin made the 5-way tie only a 
threatened nightmare this time, as he stopped Sims 
40-27 to take the championship with a 6-1 record. 

Ashby, Liebovich and Hawkins did win their last ' 
matches, and were aD tied at 5-2; point-count placed 
them . 2nd, 3rd and 4th respeCtively. 

Sims' loss to the steady if unspectacular Robin 
left him , with a 4-3 mark, in 5th place. Strange, 
Brandes and Lane were all tied with 1-6 records, and 
their point totals placed them 6th, 7th and 8th as 
listed. 

Robin thus qualified for the ABA Classic to be 
held near year's end in Rockford, lllinois (having 
won earlier this year in San Francisco, Robin's two 
titles earn him a spot irrespective of placement point 
totan. 

A gritty player, tough in the clutch, he's 
methodical to where some call him slow - and 
confident to where some call him a mite cocky. But 
he plays nice 3-cu$hion, and they'll know he's in 
Rockford if he accepts his spot in the Classic. 

The finalists ' records at the Loni Brandes Open 
are below, courtesy of the ABA's Leo Walsh and Gale 
Johnson. . 

Position Name Record ... Points 
1. EdRobin 6-1 
2. Geor ge Ashby 5-2 
3. Carl Liebovich 5-2 
4. BillHawkins 5-2 
5. Harry Sims 4-3 . 
6. Bob Strange 1-6 
7. Loni Brandes 1-6 
8. ArvoLane 1-6 

Microtime Inc. 
3336 Commercial Avenu e 

Northbrook, IL 60062 

YES . . . 
" Send me more information 

$275 
180 
130 
100 
70 
55 
45 
35 

on the MICROTIME COMPUTER. 

o I wou ld like a demonstration. 

Name ______ _ _ __ _ 

Institution: ___ ___ _ _ _ _ 

A ddress: 

C ity: ___ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

State: _____ Zip: _ _ _ _ _ 

Phone: (_'--________ _ 

Type of recrea'tional faci lity: 

Bowli ng. No. of lanes:_ 

Billiards. No. of tables: _ 

Table tennis. No. of tables: _ 

Other. Type, no.: 

In a hurry? Call MICROTIME' 
collect at (312) 272·9020. 

10 
7 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1 
1 



Bull 
Shots 

By BOB MULLEN 

Notes collected at Random ... 
Larry Miller, the Managing 

Editor of the National Bil
liard News since its purchase 
from the estate · of Earl 
Newby a few years ago, has 
graciously ,agreed to come 
back to his previous duties 
and retire from retirement. 
Larry has contributed much 
in the past to the' spectacular 
success of the NBN and it is 
with a sigh of relief and a . 
great deal of gratitude that 1 
turn the reins over to a man 
who will continue the growth 
pattern of the past. . . 

Ed Courtney, the President 
of the Billiard Federation of 
the USA, tells us that 

arrangements have been 
made for the coming "Inter
national Event" next May in· 
Las Vegas. All those 
interested in reserving rooms 
at the Safiara Hotel (the site 
of the coming of Cuelemans) 
May 1st thru May 6th of 1978 
will receive a special rate of 
$36.00 per day plus 6 percent 
tax for a single or a double if 
they mention that they will be 
there for the World's Billiard 
Tournament. Just write : 

Sahara Hotel 
P.O Box 14337 

Las Vegas, Nev. 89114 
Tele. 702-735-2111 

Bob Byrne and Ray 
Abrams will assist Ed 
Courtney in the announce
ments, and inquiries have 
been received - from NBC 
Sports on the availability for 

. TV. Far be it from me to 
suggest a conspiracy, but if 
all you three cushion buffs out 
there would like to see the 
"game'~ on the tube, send a 
card or letter to NBC and tell 
them how much you would 
like to see the best in the 
game on TV. 

Monroe, Michigan was the 
site of a throwback to the old 
days of three cushion bil
liards with Mike Donnelly of 
the local "Silver Que Bil- ' 
liard" lounge sponsoring an 
optiQnal b&ll tournament. 
That means that when the 
~inning begins the player has 
the option to begin play with 
either ball. 
- As might be expected, the 
averages were higher but the 
play seemed to be more inter
esting and dramatic. Host 
Mike Donnelly won the 

Continued on Page 17 

Billiard 

• Cloth 
• Balls 

THE HENRY W. T. MALI & CO., INC. 
257 PARK AVENUE SOUTH, NEW YORK. N.Y. 10010 

(212) 475-4760 
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Kollins' 
Kolumn 
Things your mother 

never told you 

The player who 
enjoys shooting 
with the mechan
ical bridge is 
about as rare as 
a one-legged 

. distance runner. 
Most players 
would prefer to 
jump off a bridge 
rather than shoot . f 
off one. But · even 
though this 

. instrument is un- By TOM KOLLINS 
usually about 
as welcome as wet chalk or a lopsided cue ball, 
it is an Invaluable tool in certain situations. 
Since there are shots that can be made in no 
other way, except with the mechanical bridge, 
it would behoove you to learn how to use it 

When I went to England last March to play 
snooker, I had an opportunity to see how the 
English professionals use what they call "the 
rest." They seem to have no fear of it, and are 
not in the least reluctant to use i,t, simply 

because they have taken the time to master it. 
They have to. When you're playing on a 6 x 12' 
table it cannot be avoided. 

The principles I shall outline for you are those 
that are adhered to by these English profes
sionals. It is not enough simply to know these 
principles. You must practice them until you 
feel as comfortable with the bridge in your 
hand, as you !ould with your Balabushka. 

The butt of the bridge should never be held in 
the air. If you are a right handed player, place 
the bridge on the table and hold it there with 
your left hand. Place the shaft of your cue upon 
the rest and grip the butt lightly, with your 
thumb on the bottom and your right forearm in 
a horizontal position. Now keep your head in 
line with the shot, but try to move your body 
slightly to the right. When hitting a backhand 
shot in tennis you don't hit it from in front of 
you. You've got to get your body out of the way 
so you'll have freedom of movement. The same 
principle holds true here. You are hitting soI;t of _ 
a backhand. shot. 

When everything is in place, take a very short 
backswing - only a· few inches - and use an 
exagerated follow through. 

Don't try &0 do &00 much wtth-the cue 1>811 at 
first. After you've spent some time with this 
"devil's device," and are on a bit more friendly 
terms with it, you'll be able to concentrate less 
on making the object ball, and more on getting 
in position for your next shot. / 

You can also greatly reduce the number of 
times it will be necessary -to reach for the 
bridge, if you can playa little left handed. 

If all else fails, you can always move to Dixie. 
They've got some rooms in the South where you 
could play pool for a lifetime and never even 
see a bridge~ Just belly up on the table and pop 
'em in. 

IF YOU CAN'T GET AT IT ... YOU NEED THE 

- , 
Russo' I NHRlOCKING BRIDGES S 

WHICH 
WOlJl.D YOU HAVE BENEATH YOUR BEAUTIFUL TABLES? 

YOU OWE IT TO yqURSELF AND YOURPLAYING CUSTOMERS . _ 
. A CHANGE FOR THE BETTER . <. ~ GOOD FOR BUSINESS 

SPECJAL OFFER 
- . $1 . .45 Each Bridge Heaq~ 

FOR EVERY THREE GET ONE FREE 
. Specify Pool or Snooker Offer Expires December 2. 1977 

Send Check or Money Order to : Russo Interl ocking Bridge 
P.O. Box 629. Trenton. New Jersey 08608 

Regardless of order size . . .. ' .add only 70c postage 
NOTE : in Billiard Rooms only. 
One of each (Pool, Snooker! beneath each table gives players access to any 
combin.8tion for over 20 variable heights.- , 
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r '"" Ve.zke's Vie. 
fromlhe 

Bleachers 
* * * * * - 'By Brace Ve ••• e 

~ ~ 

Watch closely. ~ . 

He'll only do 

tt4e long Masse 

once at each 

exhibition! ! 

He'll stun -you ' . 
-l:. 

with Mosc'oni"s 
/ 

famous table-

length rebound 

jump of the ' 

cue ball!! 

",,! 

" , 

H.is wrap-up 
< shot: 

" 

Margo"s fam·qus ~,,:: · \ · ~. 

shot oft' of , 
. , 

a man's mouth!! 

ADVERTISEMENT 
, , 

• I 

WORLD'S GREAT_ST EXB·IBITIONIST!! 

~ 
''r/1Hdtuue ~U4-" , 

You'll never forget these shots in your billiard room: 

Wow ! 
He 

really 
drills 
this 

one!! -

What 
power! 

It' ll 
break 
you 
up !! 

• 

An -
Ace 

, shot! 
You'll 
be in 

sti~ches! ! 

Photos courtesy Frank Stellman 

\ -

Brace Veilzke "s stllr _"llia available for exhlbllloDsl 414·782·1426 (Nol collecll) 

I 

.,' 

~ 

~ ---:?-, 
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'Systematic: Billiards' 
America's premier player. reve_ls his secrets • • • 

By BOB BYRNE 

The most successful tour
nament and match billiard 
player in the United States 
over the last ten years has ' 
been AI Gilbert of Hollywood, 
California. He wins- almost 
every tournament he enters 
and when he doesn't win he 
either places or shows. In 
national class competition he 
wins around fifteen games for 
everyone he loses. 

How does he do it? He has 
natural talent, good eyes, a 
wealth of top-class competi
tive experience, self"
confidence, great nerves, and ' 
a powerful 'will to win. He is a 
creature 'of three-cushion 
billiards, absorbed by it, 
immersed in it, preoccupied 
with it. If he has a secret for 
winning it lies in . the systems 
he uses for counting 
diamonds, all of Which he has 
devised himself. Now he 
explains the Gilbert method 
of diamond system play in his 
first book, Systematic 
Billiards. It's a must for 
every player's library. 

AI's been working on this 
project for years, and the 
long gestation period ' has 
become a kind of joke in West 
Coast billiard circles. I . for 
one thought he was going to 
delay publication until he 

coula no longer beat the rest 
of us in tournaments, say 
about fifty years from now. 
On the first page, where he 
thanks various people who 
helped him in the production, 
he says: "To all the critics 

ALLEN GI LBERT 

("sweaters") at Tiff's who 
kept us going by asking, 
'When is the book coming 
out?', and whose names are 
too numerous to mention ... to 

fOU BUTERA'$ 
TIP TAPPER 

~ .. 
"The Besl Yel" 

says Lou 

Ch,eck These Features: 

PERSONAL CUE TIP RASP 

ENDS COSTL Y , MISCUES 

ONLY '3.?5 Ea. 
1/2j\CTUAL.51 ZE 

'"MADE FROItI SOLlDHA~OENEO STEEL
NOTHING TO WEAR OUT 

'" SIZED JUST RIGHT FOR EASY CARRYING 
.. KNURL PATTERN THAT SCUFFS & SHAPES 

'" SOLD WITH A COMPLETE MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE IF NOT SAnSFIED IN 10 DA YS 

.. GIVES "LA YER CONFIDENCE IN HIS TIP 
WHEN AWL YING ENGLISH 

DEALER INOUIRIH INVITED 

PAT. PEND . . 
-NOW AVAILAIU-

A GENUINE LEATHER·CASE FOR 
YOUR TIP TAPPER AT 52,25 EACH 

OR GET BOTH FOR ".00 
Also Available in 14 K gold . 

Please Inquire 

PRO LINE PRODUCTS CO. 
18951 NEWTON AVENUE 
SANTA ANA. CALIFORNIA 92705 

I Enclo. $ " . ~ .. , .. , . , . , , . 'or . " . " Tip T_n and .. .. . c-
N_me ......... •. .. ~ •.. , . . . . . . 

~~. " " " :, . '. '" " : . " .. , ... .. ,' ~;.~. " " ' ' ',. " ' '" : " '. '. " ;i~', '. '. J.'.',','. 
C ali forn ia R es idents Add 6% S_ta te S . tes Tu 

them, and to you , the reader, 
I have but one thing to say : 
HERE IT IS !" 

Yes, here it is, and it 's not 
for beginners . To benefit 
from this book you must have 
the essentials well in hand 
and be serious enough about 
the game to learn some new 
applications of arithmetic 
and geometry. You may, in 
fact , have to unlearn some of 
the approaches and systems 
you already know (which is 
asking a lot of an old dog like 
myself). 

"Systematic Billiards " 
measures six by nine inches, 
is typeset, is 64 pages long, 
has green cardboard covers, 
and has a plastic comb 
binding. Subjects covered 
include a dead ball system, a 
short angle system, a twice 
around system, and what he 
calls the 3-4 system. 

The Gilbert dead ball 
system requires the ability to 
hit the cueball without 

English. The book has seven 
full-page charts showing 
cue ball paths for seven 
different origins .. . anyone 
willing to memorize them 
would possess a strong 
offensive weapon. However, 
the explanation of how to 
apply the given paths as a 
system I found a little 
confusing. Before I truthfully 
say that I understood 
everything in the book and 
could apply it in my own 
game I would need an hour or 

(213) 372-6519 

two of personal coaching by 
the author . . 

The section on short angle 
, shots is a solid contribution to 

the theory and science of the 
game. Discussed is that class 
of short angle shots in which 
the first ball is quite close to 
the side rail. Since the contact 
point on the first rail is more 
or less fixed, Gilbert 
calculates instead where the 
contact should be on the 

Continued on Page 13 

&t~m fPoot Cun. 
<With ~atuta1 !BalanCE. 

RICHIE FLORENCE 
DALEPATIEN 

P.O. BOX 603 
REDONDO BEACH, CA. 90277 

THE PLA YER OF THE CENTURY 
POSTERS 

21" X 34" 

1-10 .. : ........ : .. .. $1..75 ea . 
11-99 ...... :':' ...... $1.25 · ea. 
100 .............. .... $1 .00 ea. 

SUPERSTROKE CUES I 

Beautiful Pile Lined Cases Only $13.00 

II 

Left to Right 
1.Superstroke $89.00 
2.B.C. 1 $39.00 
3.B.C. 3 $59.00 
4. B.C. 7 $100.00 
5. B.C. 9 $120.00 
'6. Superstroke with 
Your name Engraved 
$99.00. 

.--.-----------~ake Ch~cks. Money Order payable to: 
I BRU,CE CHRISTOPHER 
1320 E. 54th St. N.Y.N.Y. 10022. 935-0092 

INAME ....... .......................... : ......... .. ....... : ........... . 

I ADDRESS ... ~ ................. , ................................. . 
I 1 CITy .. .. ............................ STATE .... .. .... ZIP ........ .. 

I 
Weight of cue 18-21 oz.. . " ,Over 57" add $6,00,,, 
Tip of Cue 11 to 14 mm .. , , , , , 
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When liheir sliicks geli 
lihisholi" maybe Iihey·11 be 

guar.anlieed" liDO. 

lihs hOIi sliiok 
wilih lihs 0001 

guaranliss. 
MeDePlOOlilii Sliraiahli shoOliin· 

auarantiee liO billiard 
dealers and playlll's. 

McDermott cues are 100% Amer
ican made, and meet the highest 
standards 9f workmanship. 

McDermott Cue Mfg .. Inc. guar
antees each cue will a rrive in a 
condition which is free from de
fects. If any McDermott cue is not 
worth y o f th e. n a m e, or if any 

McDermott cue is received in a 
damaged or defective condition, it 
may (within 30 days of purchase 
and accompanied by proof of said 
purch ase ) be re turn e d to th e 
McDe rm ott fac to ry fo r fr ee re
placement or repair. Pool cues will 
be promptly returned to sender. 

McDermott Cue Mig .. -Inc. 
W186 N7137 Marcy Road. 
Menomonee FallsWisconsin 53051 
Phone (414) 251A090 

When your M'cDermott cue gets there, we know 
you'll like it. In fact, we guarantee it. The look. 

the feel, the p lay. If it isn't just the way you like it, 
just ~end it bac~ , and we'll send you one that is . 

'- How can we do that when the oth~r guys can't? 
It's not easy. First. it takes the best mate-rials we can 
. find. T ougn hardwoods from Europe, Asia, South 

America and the U.S. Beautiful woods that don 't 
lose thei r looks with age . 

And it takes up to two years. Time tQ let the 
woods season. That's why McDermott shafts stay so 

straight and smooth. 

It takes better construction ideas, too. Like our 
tough wood- to-wood joint that doesn't break. or get 

sloppy, or make funny clicking noises. And our 
uniq ue hand-rubbed finish that makes our cues look 

so good for so long. 

And it takes a very fussy attitud\2 about hand- tooled 

quality. That's the toughest part. But we figure it 
like this: what's the point in doing something if you 
don't have something to shoot for? 

It's a lo t, but we thi nk it's worth it. And when you 
hold one of o ur cues, we th ink you wilL top. In fact, 
we guarantee it. Write for our free full -color catalog. 

r------~----------------------------------, 

~MCDERMOTJ Home of the hot stick 

Send to: McDermott CLI" -
W1H6 N7137 Marcy Rd .. Menomonee Fall,. WI 530S! 

Please send me your free full color catalog. 

Name ________ -,--_____ _ 

Addres., __________ ~ ___ _ 

Clty ______ State ____ Zip __ _ 

Phone ________ _ _____ _ 
_~ _____ _ ___ _ ___ ___ __ _ __ _ . , ___ __ __ ________ J 

--------------------------------~------~--------------~~----------------------------~~~~--~--- y 
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0 .. the metro 3-eashioa eireait 
, I 

Callrano wins one, Johnson la.es two 
~ By MILT GOLDRING 

On Sept. 1 7, 1977, three 
cushion billiard competition 
got underway with the Willie 
Hoppe Classic staged at 
Jacy's Billiard Academy 96-
42 Queens Blvd., Rego Park, 
N.Y. This tournament was 
the first of three consecutive 
tournaments to be held in the 
metropolitan area on 
successive week-ends. 

A field of twelve was drawn 
on Saturday morning and two 
flights of six were made up of 
Watson, D' Amato, . Hirsh, 
Calderon, Garcia and 
Cattrano in one flight and 
Shaw, Johnson, Waldman, 
Diaz, Bartzos and Rosenfried 
in the other. Three men from 
each flight to qualify for a six 
man round robin final. 
Games in the preliminaries 
were to 35 pts., finals to 50 pts . 
- A. B. A. rules were in 
effect. 

From flight "A" came 
Cattrano (5-0), ·Cald.eron 14-1) 
and Watson (3-2). From flight 
"B" Johnson (4-1), Rosen
fried (4-1) and Bartzos (3-2). 

The final flight brought the 
two tournament favorites 
together into a final game as 
Cattrano was 4-0 and Johnson 
likewise 4-0. However, the 
show down battle was all 
Cattrano .with a strong 52 
inning victory 50-42, not 
losing a single game in the 
whole tournament. This 
shQwing by Jimmy Cattra,no 
indicates, as your correspon-

dent keeps noting, that he 
probably is shooting the 
strongest billiards of any 
competitor in the U.S.A. All 
his final victories have been 
under or close to 50 innings ! 

The final standings with 
purse winnings were as 
follows: Jimmy Cattrano, 1st 
- 40 percent, Larry Johnson, 
2nd - 25 percent, Juan 
Rosenfried, 3rd - 15 percent, 
Abel Calderon, 4th - 10 
percent, Sam Watson, 5th - 5 
percent, Chris Bartzos,.6th-
5 percent. 

The next stop on the three 
cushion metropolitan circuit 
was on Sept. 24th, where 
fourteen players met to do 
battle at the establishment 
known _as King. & Queen . 
Billiards, 40-33 Main St., 
Flushing, N.Y., owned by the 
very gracious Joe Angelo, 
under the tournament 
directorship of your corres
pondent,'Milt Goldring. Entry 
fee was $50.00, preliminary 
games 35 pts., 3 flights 
producing six men into a 
round robin final, games to 50 

. pts. A. B. A. rules were in 
effect. 

The drawing produced in 
flight "A" Bartzos, D'Amato, 
Sbilrbati,· Biencaniello & 
Garcis, flight "B" ltosen
fried, Letourneau, Cattrano, 
Waldhauser , Johnson and 
flight "e" Pappas, Hallon, 
Lieberman and Calderon. 

After continuous play with 
players taking their own 
breaks for meals in between 

Inlported Finished 

SLATE 
--e--

Lucite Cue Points 

FEATHERSTRIPS 
Fast Draw Green Dot Cue Balls 

--e--

Eastern Slate 
151 Highland Ave. (P.O. Box 84) 

Somerville, Mass. 02145 

(617) 625-2500 

matches, the final flight 
showed Bartzos (4-0) , 
Sbarbati (3-1) from "A", 
Cattrano (4-0), Johnson (3-1) 
from "B" and Calderon (3-0) 
and Hallon (2-1) from "C". 

The flight brought together 
for the final game two ·men 
with identical 4-0 records 
namely Larry Johnson and 
Carlos Hallon. Cattrano was 
destined to being out of the 
final game for the first time 
in the last four tournaments, 

. losing to Abel Calderon in one 
game 50-49 an9 getting to 43 
against Hallon and 40 against 
Johnson. The championship 
game was from the inning 
standpoint the worst showing 
of ' both players but it 
nev'ertheless had. its share of 
thrills . Hallon seemed in 
command but faltered at the 
end with some ' close misses 
aild with "lady hick" on his 
side Johnson managed to eke 
out a, victory . 50-48 after 
getting an unpredictable kiss 
on his 48th point. 

For his victory Larry 
Johnson received $300.00 and 
a handsome' trophy, for 
second Carlos Hallon $187.50 
and a trophy, third- Jimmy 
Cattrano $112.50 and a trophy, 

.. 

fourth Chris Bartzos $75.00 
plus 1h share in high run 
money of $25.00, fifth Abel 
Calderon $37.50 and sixth 
Vince Sbarbati $37.50 and 1h 
share in high run money. 

The tournament was 
witnessed by a packed house. 
Fifty dollars was collected for 

the A. B. A. travel fund and 
your correspondent would be 
remiss if it was not mentione~ 
that Joe Angelo did every
thing possible to make this 
tournament a very notable 
event. 

Continued on Page 19 

GUS SZAMBOTI 

~U4~~ue6~~ 

320 RUMPF" AVE. 
PENNDEL, PA. 19047 

/ Phone: 
(215) 757·7280 

Schmelke ... 
: Quality Cu~s 

Send Coupon for 
FREE Color Brochure 
Schmelke Mfg. 
Route 1, Box 63 
Sarona, Wisconsin 54870 

Name ...... • ...... • •. . .•.. 

Address .....•..•........ .. . 

City ••.•••.. ...••.. , ....••• 

State •....••.• Zip ..••••••• 

BILLIaRD 
CORPORaTIon 

37 - 45 WESTFIELD AVENUE 0 ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY 07208 

THERE'S 20 GOOD REASONS WHY ' 

SERIOUS PLAYERS PREFER PALMER CUES. 

FIND OUT WMYI 

Mail the coupon, or call us toll free 800·631·7353 or 201-289-4000 and 
you will see all 20 reasons in our new color brochure. 

Name ........................... , ............................ . 

Address .................................................. , .. . 

City. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. State ... ... .... : ..... Zip .. . ............ . 
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Thorburn defends hislill,ej 
slill C:anadian champ 

, 

Cliff Thorburn retained his Pepsi ' Cola 
Canadian Open title with a 10-6 victory over 
Robert Paquette the Canadian Amateur 
Champion from Montreal. Cliff played superb 
throughout the tournament in which he faced 
the strongest competition offered in several 
years. 24 entries from Halifax to Vancouver 
competed with several surprising upsets 
taking place through the week long tourna
ment. 

The first round had 16 unseeded players 
competing in a best of 9 series, for eight berths 
in the second round where the 8 seeded players 
were placed. In the first round Ken Shea of 
Dartmouth defeated Kevin RobLtaille of 
Ottawa 5 games to 4. This was as expected a 
very close match with the experts favouring 
Kevin who blew his chances, with easy shots 
being missed in the final 3 games. A 4-2 lead 
should have been enough to ensure him of a 
victory. 

In the second match of the tournament 
Andre Goyette, A-ylmer, playing his best 
snooker in years outlasted Steve Borrada, 
Ottawa, 5 to 3. This was Steve's first 
appearance in the Canadian and he played 
well. Steve -was a ~ replacement for Ed 
Daneliuk of Edmonton who was unable to 
attend because he could not receive the final 
support from the Edmonton snooker public. 

,In the third match Frank Jonik of Sudbury 
surprised everyone by going to 4-0 lead of 
veteran Wayne Saunderson of Winnipeg. The 

, match ended 5-1 in Jonik's favour. This was 
'the first major upset of the tournament and 
unluckily for the likeable Saunderson it 
happened to him. 

In match number 4, Reid Unger .. of 
Vancouver handed the veteran Les Levitt, 
Montreal, a 5-,2 set back. 

Tino Malo of Montreal, the present Molson 
champion completely outclassed Dick Barber 
of Halifax 5-0 to register the first shut out of 
the tournament. 

Bernie Mikkelsen, Calgary, one of 
Canada's best amateurs had little trouble with 
John Desjardins of Sudbury. He registered a 5-
2,win. 

Paul Meaney, Montreal, was awarded a 5-
o victory over Terry Taylor from Toronto. 
Terry who had qualified only 2 days earlier in 
Toronto failed to appear at the Canadian. He is 
unknown to the snooker public. 

Mario Morra, Toronto, was defeated 5-3 
by Russ Schuster, Winnipeg, in the second 

Continued on next page 

Below: (Left) The Right Honorable John G. Diefenbaker and Canadian Champion Cliff 
Thorburn discuss the upcoming matches on the opening night of the to'urnament. (Right) 
Doug MacDonald, editor of The Broken Cue News, Mr. Diefenbaker, and Corinne and Ervin 
Budge pose for one last picture after the last match of the evening. Mr. Diefenbaker was 
presented w~th a 182 pound birthday cake, and a Broken- Cue sport coat, earlier in the 
evening while 500 fans sang / 'Happy Birthday" .and "For !'ie's A Jolly Good Fellow." Budge 
is the manager of The Broken Cue in Ottawa. 

H OUSE 0,. CO ,",M ONS 
C .... NADA 

...-;?' , 
~~ /; , . 

/ ~~ '---r--u .-&...- . 

Sep t . 21 , 
1 9 7 7 . 

Las t even i n g was a de l ight fu l 
one fo r me , a nd I enjoyed eve r y 
minu t e of it. 

I wa n t to thank you for 
eve r y thing you did to ma ke it 
s uc h a memorabl e occ as ion . The 
j acket given to me is very hand 
~ome , and I shal l enjoy wearing . 
It . The cake was simply magnific e nt 
and added a f estive touc h t o t he ' 
event. 

Wi t h kindest r e gard s , and 
again t hanking you, I am 

Yours sinc e rely, L 

/~--o/:- 6a!f 
Mr. Er vin Budge , . ~ 
~anage rJ ~ 
The Broken Cue, 
Hamp ton Pa r k Plaza , 
14 60 Meri vale Ro ad , 
Ot.tawa 
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SDooker 
Continued from center fold 

upset of the tournament. Mario is highly rated 
due to his tournament play in the last CNE 
tournament. Russ relatively unknown outside 
of Winnipeg showed to one and all that he 
belongs in this level of competition. 

2nd BoaDd 

In the second round Ken Shea went 
against 4th seeded Jim Wych of Calgary. 
AlQlough Ken played well th~ young Jim Wych 
played better and won 6-3. 

Match number two in the second round 
was one of the most exciting matches of the 
tournament. Andre Goyette was tied 4 to 4 
with John Bear when he was called for two 
intentional misses in one game. With the first 

' miss Andre was penalized 7 points and the 
balls were replaced and he had to shoot again. 
Again he was called for intentionally missing 
and as is stated in the rule book the game 'was 
awarded to his opponent John 'Bear. The 

. play.ers were briefed on the rules prjor .to.t!le 
.. tournament and this situation.··and its .cons~ 

quences were specifically discussed. Five 
intentional misses Were called throughout 
the tournament. Andie won the n~xt game 
before John Bear, who was also' playing 
exceptionally well, won the deciding game and 
took the match 6 games to 5. . 

Kirk Stevens seeded 8 defeated young 
Frank Jonik 6-3. Both players looked · good. 
Jonik is an especially, strong potter. Both are 
young and show excellent potential. 

Cliff Thorburn seeded first defeated Reid 
Upger 6-2. Thorburn rarely missing gave Reid 
very few opportunities. 

Tino Malo scored the third major upset by 
breezing by Jim Bear seeded number 3, 6 
games to 2. 

Bernie Mikkelsen defeated 7th seeded 
Stan Holden, Prescott, also by a 6-2 score. Stan 
couldn't seem to get started and Bernie played 
well. 

Gerry Kapchinsky, Vancouver, seeded 6 
beat Paul Meaney 6-2 in a slow match as both 
players study each shot before shooting. 

Robert Paquette, Montreal, playing well 
handled Russ Schuster 6 games to 2. Russ 

. looked good in defeat. Paquette's experience 
was too much for Schuster. 

3rd BOaDd 

In the first match of the third round a best 
of eleven round, John Bear defeated Jim Wych 

. by a surprising 6 games to 2. 

Thorburn lost no time in eliminating Kirk 
Stevens 6-1. 

The Mikkelsen-Malo match was excep
ti9nally entertaining as both players had a 
large following and each game was close. 
Betoie ,won 6-4. 

:. Paquette, in the last match of the 3rd 
round had a surprisingly easy time over Gerry 
Kapchinsky shutting him out 6-0. Actually 
each. game was decided in. the late stages so 
. the sc ore. is. not really indicative of the play. 

4th RoaDd 

In the fourth round a best of 13 affair only 
4 players ' remained. John Bear from 
Vancouver and seeded fifth had to meet Cliff 
Thorburn, whiie-Bernie Mikkelsen had to go 
against Robert Paquette the second seed. 

In the first match John Bear played 
exceptionally well but Cliff played even 
better. Excellent snooker throughout this 
match was seen. Cliff won 7-4 and he said that 

. he felt tha t he had made no more than 5 
mistakes in the 11 games played. This was 
world class snooker. 

Robert Paquette surprised all when he 

won an expected close series 7-2 over Bernie 
Mikkelsen. 

In the finals, a best of 19 match, Cliff went 
to a 3-1 lead. With a little luck Paquette could 
have been leading 3-1 rather than Cliff. In the 
11th game with Cliff leading 6-4 Paquette 
missed an easy pink ball which would have 
brought him to 6-5 but instead l~t the game 
and was -behind 7-4. The balance of the series 
see-sawed back and forth until Cliff finally . 
won 10-6. 

5th BoaDd 

In the ,5,000 tournament Cliff won the 
$1,750 first prize. Paquette took home $750 
with $300 going to Mikkelsen and John Bear. 
Jim Wych, Kirk Stevens, Tino Malo and Gerry 
Kapchinsky each won $150. Bernie Mikkelsen 
took the $100 high run (sponsored by Terry 's 
Home Billiards of Toronto) with a 123. The 8 
second round losers also received $50 for their 
efforts. 

For the first time Dufferin Cues, the 
manufactllrers of the world's finest cues, 
sponsored the Dufferin Satellite Tournament. 
This was set up for the first round l~ers and 
$380 was at stake. The winner was Ken Shea 
who filled in for .Leo Levitt who had to return 
to Montreal prior to the tournament. 

The highlight of the tournament was 
Tuesday night \yhen the Right Honorable John 
Diefenbaker the former Prime Minister of 
Canada officially opened the PepSi Cola 
Canadian Championships. A 182 pound cake 
was presented to this marvellous man and the 
full house sang "Happy Birthday" followed by 
"For He's a Jolly Good Fellow". Mr. 
Diefenbaker stayed to watch Thorburn 
against Unger and was suitably impressed. It 
was a most enjoyable evening for the 500 fans. 

The Broken Cue Organization is especially 
thankful to the Pepsi Cola Company for their 
financial support as well as the other sub 
sponsors; Aladdin Motel, Dufferin Cue , 
Terry's Home Billiards, Frito Lay Chips and 
The City of Ottawa. 

THE BROKEN CUE 
NEWS 

1407 Carling Ave.; Ottawa 
Telephone 613-722-7945 

SUPER 
·CRYST ALATE BALLS 

BILLIARD CLOTH 
ALL WOOL-MADE IN ENGLAND 

76" Width - 28-29 Ounce-
EDITOR 

Douglas G. MacDonald 
C.A. . 

THE BROKEN CUE 
NEWS IS PUBLISHED 
MONTHLY IN THE 
NATIONAL BrLLlARD 
NEWS AND ITS SOLE 
PURPOSE IS TO 
PROMOTE THE SPORT 
OF SNOOKER ,AND 
BILLIARDS ACROSS 
CANADA 

All correspondence to be 
addressed to the Editor, 

Broken Cue News 
1407 Carling Ave., Ottawa , 

Special Introductory Offer 

$55.00 pet Set 

Limited Supplies 

While They Last 

ThE . o ~ 
BROKE~CUE~ 

BILLIARD SUPPLy 
1407 CARLING AVENUE, 

OTTAWA.ONT. K1Z 7L6 
TELEPHONE 1-613-722-7945 

, 

THIS CLOTH USED IN 1974-75-76 
CANADIAN SNOOKER CHAMPIONSHIPS 

r--~' PECIAL PURCHASE--

BOLT PRICE $1450.00 
11 6x 12 Cloths Guaranteed per Bolt 

Price per Cloth $185.00 

~RoKE~~ 
_LIARD SUPPLy 

1407 CARLING AVENUE, 
OTTAWA,ONT. K1Z 7L6 

TELEPHONE 1-613-722-7945 



Gilbert 
Continued from Page 7 

second rail. The method for 
doing this is easy to 
understand and involves 
dividing the table into six 
zones for the purpose of 
applying the proper 
allowance. 

The "twice arolJlld the table 
system" is not so much a 

- system as a series of seven 
charts showing five-rail 
cueball paths from various 
points of origin. Again, doing 
the required memory work 
would payoff in a higher 
scoring percentage on twice
around banks . 

The 3-4 system (so-called 
because it includes the paths 
from the third to the fourth 
rails) is another solid contri
bution. It is a full-fledged . 
"system" .. and is simil~r to 
the standard "5" system 
most good players know. The 
difference is that the 

numbering is different and 
that a precise method of 
making allowances is 
provided for . Reading about 
it makes you itch to get to a 
table and try it out. 

On the last page, AI Gilbert 
reveals that he is working on 
a sequel that will describe his 
versions of systems for "plus 
two " , double-the-rail , and 
end-rail-first ' long angle 
shots , plus a discussion of 
winning -psychology, beating 
the kisses , and playing ' 
position. It's a pleasure to be 
able to report this, and to 
review the book already in 
hand, for how many great 
players have gone to the 

grave carrying their secrets 
with them? 

An attitude of secrecy 
among top players has held 
the game back for years, and 
billiard . players everywhere 
should be grateful to AI 
Gilbert for taking the trouble 
(and it is a tremendous 
amount of trouble, believe 
me) for putting his banking 
methods on paper. I have a 
feeling that few players will 
be able to apply them as well 
as the crea tor does himself 
because not many have the 
desire, dedication, and con
centration that he does. But 
now nobody can use a lack of 
information as an excuse. 

. The Hand-Made Custom Cue 

WALDO CUE COMPANY 
7926 12th, S.W. 

. Seattle, Washington 98106 

. Russ & Bill Waldo Every butt has a registered serial no . 
Cue sticks w/5 yr. warranty 

Ale (206) 762-4583 .. Wholesale to public 

All types cue repairs $85.00 including tax & postage 

t"r~~ . "j "~'- ' t·\i",\ il ~ -:. .. J:\!,_~ '~(;r:' .(.t.1~. ~ ,*~ .. -,- • • ~ ~--.; ~ f 
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* The Choice of Champions * 

Custom Cues by 
Bert Schrager 

.10907 Magnolia Blvd. 
North ~ollywood, CA. 9,1601 

Phone 
(213) . 763·9600 

255 Dunbar Ave, ca ' :"'l Telephone 

H3P 2H4 Cables 'ACBILL' ~M~.!on!t!re!a!I, !c!an!a!d!a!!!J .t','. .' ._ ®~ l!!!!!(!S!14!)!7!3!7 -!4!6 7!11S~ 
,.-,. 

I Acland's International 
Billiards Service 

Super Fine English Billiard Cloths 
-in twelve qualities-

"Excel" Reg'd Domestic Snooker Cues 
"Super Crystalate" and En&lish "Vitalite" BaUsd 

- in British and American sizes
Genuine Antique English Billiard Tables 

ACLAND BILLIARD EQUIPMENT LTD. 
Wholesale, Retail and Export 

ec oom hoppe s 

CLEAriif!icE. SALE 

I 

BUILT FOR 
DEPENDABILITY 
Cushion s 

BR l:JNSWICK ' 
professional 
SCOREMASTER 
cushions are securely 

Size 3'12' x 7' (107 x 213 cm .) 
Playing area 40" x 80" (102 x 203 cm 
Ship w' . 74~ Ibs. (338 kg .) 

BUILT FOR 
PLAYER APPEAL 

BUILT TO 
LAST 

Cloth - Pro feSSional. long-life 250
0 nylon and 75% wool 

rub ber backed cloth resls s wear and ear . assures 
excellent playabil ity. 

bonded to rail ; provide extremely 
accurate and consistent play . All 
cushions are ~asily removable and 
interchangeable 

Slate - One-piece 3 / 4" slate prOVides a permanent 
level playing surface . Slate ex ends tmderneath the 
cushions for consistent p lay Slate IS preclSlon 
machined smooth to w ithin 10 ' 000 of an Inch. 

WHILE THEY LAST 

$699 
SAVE $30.0.0 --
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BeA 
Continued from Page 3 

Austin, Texas. Not experi
_enced in 14.1, and playing her 
first (the Open qualifier) and 
second (the Championship) 
tournaments, she showed 

, impressive shot making 
ability and form. Right Guys? 

Tom Jen,nings, having 
remembered the script from 
last year, repeated his 
performance. Losing his~first 
game, he came through' the 
loser's bracket to find himself 
sinking over one thousand 
balls on the last day (with 
only one break of more than 
five~ minutes in five consecu
tive games) before facing 
Richard Lane in the final 
contest. 

Lane shot to a spectacular 
lead , of 197 to 42 before 
burying the cue ball in the 
pack~ , Tom then took over, 
putting together long runs 
and safeties that frustrated 
every ' attempt by Dick to 
fmish off the game. Stoically, 
he watched as Jennings 
triumphed in a game {bat 
took over 41f.! hours to 
complete... and left ,the 
viewers exhausted but cheer
ing the two contestants. 

One disappointed . proprie
tor was Marilyn Brehmer of 
the Billiard Ball in South 
Bend. Dick Lane had qualifi
ed at her tournament, and she 
bad watched every stroke 
that "her boy" took during 
the two days of competition. 
But her disappointment was 
turned 'around in the next two 
days of 8-Ball . 
. As the ranks of the seventy 

players from all over the U.S. 
and even Canada narrowed 
down to the last two, one of 
her four 8-ball qualifiers, 
Tom Kilburn, still remained. 
His opponent , was Dick 
Spitzer, an excellent player 
from Great Fa-lls, South 
Dakota, who did not lose a 
game in the round-robin 
semi-finals. 

, CUE TIPS 
Black French Leather 

12mm 13mm 14mm 

Minimum order of 5 

$}oo Each 
12 for $10.00 

Wide World of Billiards 
3360 Ainsworth Ct. 

Cincinnati. Ohio 45239 
Send ... . ..... Size .... . 
Name ............... . 
,Address .... . ......... . 
City ......... State . ... . 
Zip. .... · ..... . 

For the championship, 
however, the story changed 
and Tom won the race to 
seven, and the title. A molli
fied Marilyn can now smile. 
In fact, she now philosophizes 
that she can look forward to 
next year and a grand slam 
for her players ... the one she 
missed by only three points 
this year! 

BCA officials were 
impressed with the caliber of 
play through-out thetourna
ments, and a meeting with 
players the following day 
indicated an equal satis
faction with facilities (except 
for lighting contro}) , format 
al)d prizes. ' They did, 
however, want the qualifying 
tournaments to be held 
earlier and the Champion
ships in the last quarter of the 
year. 

Positions of top tournament 
contestants are listed below : 

U.S. Open Men's Finalists 

1. Tom Jennings, 
2. Richard Lane, 3. Mike 
Carella , 4, Joe Balsis, 5. Bob 
Vanover, 6. Bill Stigall, 
7. Scott Kitto, 8 . Sandy 
Beilfuss. 

, U.S. Open Women's Finalists 

, 1. Jean Balukas, 2. Gloria 
Walker, 3. Belinda Campos, 
4. Billie Billing, 5. Vicki 
Frechen , 6. Julie Bentz, 
7, Kathy Collard, 8. Sandy 
Ledford. 

NationalS-Ball Finalists 

(All won completely equipped 
tables) 

1 . Tom Kilburn , South 
Bend, Ind. ; 2. Dick Spitzer, 

Rapid City, South Dakots ; 
3. Larry R. Parke, Decatur, 
IL ; 4. Dwaine ' Bowman, 
Dubuque , IA ; 5. Louis 
Konrad, Johnson City, NY; 
6. Peter H. ' Lhotka , 
Emerado, N. Dakota ; 7. Tom 
Hill, St. Petersburg, Florida ; 
8 . Carl Condrack , Moline , 
Illinois. -

9. David Hughes, Bowling 

DANNY JANES 

Green, Ohio; 10. Edward L. 
Latimer, - Chicago , IL ; 
11. Scott C. Smith, Colorado 
Sps., CO ; 12. Arnold Hollon, 
Carlisle , Ohio ; 13. Tom 
Weidel, Sterling , Illinois,; 
14 . David Matlock, Rolla , 
Missouri ; 15. Ken Todd, 
Black Eagle, Montana ; 
16. Len Jaszewski, Fountain 
City, WI. 

JOSS CUES 
,TOWSON, MARYLAND 

8741 A .. Mylander Lane - Towson, Maryland 21204 

(301) 821-0064 

JIMMY 
REMPE 

WINNER OF MORE TOURNAMENTS 

IN THE LAST FIVE YEARS 

THAN ANY OTHER PLA YER (23) 

proudly announces 

his personal. line of professional cues. 

Four classical styles designed 

lYith the . critical player in mind. ' / 

(717) 342-8373 

or write 

Jim Rempe 
') 

.~ 110 Seymour Ave. 

Scranton PA 18505 

Jim' Rempe is available for exhibitions 
, ' 
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Patience aDd /prudeDce 
By GEORGE FELS 

T he late Rod Serling 
gained his greatest fame 

advising televiewers that 
they were traveling through 
another dimension in time. 
One wonders whether he 
drew that inspiration. from 
Tiff Payne's billiard room in 
North Hollywood. 

Bert Schrager is the first 
cue-maker since the fabled 

, Rambow to put cues in the 
hands of champions of both 
pocket billiards and billiards 
(Butera in '73, the great Allen 
Gilbert and Frank Torres 
today) . To his basic 
unadorned models, Bert has 
added the conventional 
pronged design, and delicate 
inlays of ivory. 

Fanciness does not have a 
great deal to do with getting 
the ball where you want it to 
go; but people will seek out 
status wherever they can and 
whether it's practical or not. 
Henry Ford was originally of 
the opinion that a black T
frame was the only car the 
world would ever want or 
need; that proved inaccurate 
too. 

The pool-playing half of the 
establishment, nearest the 
front door, is predictable. All 
the wonder is in the rear, in 
the only legitimate billiards 
room in all the 700 square 
miles tha t comprise Los 
Angeles County. Eight tables, 
perfectly conditioned for The 
Gentleman's Game, await tpe 
gentlemen . Billiards is a 
game that recruits its talent 
mostly from the ranks 'of 
aging pool players whose 
eyes aen 't what they w~re, 
and who have decided that as 
long as they're going to beat 
the rails to death , they might 
as well do it with a purpose. 
But the billiards players at 
Tiff Payne 's are young , 
enthusiastic , skilled., 

BertSchrager with one of his intricate, inlaid custom cues ' 

Pool is a matter of stopping 
your cue ball someplace; bil
liards is a matter of sending it 
someplace. Remarkably , a 
Schrager cue can achieve 
either feat with the same 
ease, blending backbone with 
absorbency for the kind 01 
mellow hit you can feel in 
your viscera. You'll wait six 
weeks or thereabouts for the 
completion of your cue; every 
bit of" one"four-th the tfinE! ' 
other cue:makers demand for 
delivery . 

, Along with the 'absence of 
pockets on the tables, one 
nbtices an absence of 
swearing, spitting , and for 
the most part, gambling. 
There 's something very 
soothing about the quiet click 
of the balls, like those five
steel-ball Executive Pacifiers 
or the ticking of multiple 
clocks in antique shops. Even 
the humor is of a higher 
order. One player overloads 
his cue ball with juice, so it 
leaps the end rail with two 
feet to spare, ambushes 

somebody's cup of coffee,' and ' 
rolls to the far wall . A specta
tor inquires sweetly of the 
player , "Was that your lag?" 

But if gentleness is to your 
taste, you'd find a feast in 
watching Bert Schrager play 
billiards. Bert Schrager 
bends ' and addresses a cue 
ball so patiently and gently as 
to seem to say, "Sorry to dis
turb you, old chum." A solid 
.75 player a few years ago , 
just under national class, 
Bert has seen his game slip 
since; but the knowledge, and 
especially the love, and 
unflagging. The game's bank 
shots require- no special 
physical gifts, just judgment 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL 
/' 

" .. 
TIME <(8 

The SCHOOL FOR STRAIGHT POOL will resume 
• -f. '" ", .. ~ . 

classes on January 16th at a comfortable and com-
plete billiard room, BOB'S SILLIARDS ·atA637 
North Milwaukee Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60630. 
Get complete rates and dates 'by writing , to Tom ~ 
Kollins at: " ." " 

9953 South Hill' Terrace, No. 29-316 
Palos Hills, Illinois 60465 

and knowledge, and Bert 
Schrager misses very few 
bank shots . 

Bert spends most of his 
time using his hands , eyes 
and knowledge to com
plement the other tools from 
which one fashions billiard 
cues. His original plan was to 

--create a better cue expressly 
for 3-cushion billiards play, in 
the manner of his close 
friend, the legendary Harvey 
Martin. . 

You'll find very few pool 
players wielding the famous 
Martin birdseye. maple 
wands, at Tiff Payne's or 
anywhere else. But one of 
Bert's cues came into the 
hands of a gifted poolist 
named Lou Butera; all he 
could do with it was win a 
World Championship in 1973, 
and Bert's business bloomed. 

genius. Again and again, the 
lathe advances on its threads 
like the locomotive that will 

"run down poor Pearl White if 
she doesn't pay the rent on 
time. Up above, the cutting 
bit peels away another mIcro
scopic layer of wood, turning ~" 
the piece to precise " 

,dimensions and sending up a 
little ' roostei·tail of sawdust 
that will eventUally coat the 
walls, the work bench, Bert's 
T-shirt. Sawdust is every- , 
where; its cousins have gone '~ 
on into the world to run balls 
and billiards. ' 

'Bert Schrager's ad appears 
elsewhere in these pages. You 
might want to inquire: If a 
Schrager cue does not 
improve your plaYiperhaps 
your entire game is ready to 
go back to the drawing board. 

Of his customers today, he ,.
estimates that 90 percent play 
pockets. 

JOHNNY HOLIDAY., author of 
»osltlon-Play for HI- Runs, breaks 
the barrier once again as he pre
sen~s the ENCYCLOPEDIA OF I 
POCKET-BILLIARDS. With over 
170 III ustratlons, he · brings to 
light a new concept of position
play with POINTS, LINES AND 
ANGLES. Plus - HOW TO 
develop your own stance, apply 
english, stroke properly, read a 
table, be It 14.1, 9-ba II , 8-ball 
or rotation. Play safe, play break 
shorts, bank shots, play rail shots, 
and,much, muj;h more • . 

Everybody giggled politely 
when Bert introduced his 
ivory-joint, cork-wrapped 
cues, except for their owners, 
who were occupied carting 
their winnings off to the bank . 
Just as the highest accolade Ii 
basketball ref or baseball 
ump can expect is silence, the 
highest praise you can offer a 
eue is to say that you never ' 
think about it. The perfect cue 
is an extension of the player's 
arm, nothing more, and when 
was the last time you thought 
about your hands? 

Bert works the same way 
he plays,a convincing dem
onstration that patience is 

To order this book 
Send $5.95; 
To order 'Position 

. 
. Most books " and Imtructors tell 

you what to do, JOHNNY HOL- ,'~ 
'I DA Y tells " you How to do It'. ,. 
This Is not a book you will put 
on your ' shelf ' to gather dust. 
You will want to refer to It 

" again and agaIn. Even should one 
be a non-player, the many stories 
and controvel'$lalsubject· matters 

" make this an outstandIng book. 

Play for Hi-Runs' 
S~~~~:~----------~ 
Jo-Ned Enterprises 1 Name........... . -- •.•.•.•• 

"POSITION PLAY 
fOR HI-RUNS" 
A~ailable for $2.95 , : 

_P.O. Box No.1 1 Address .••..... • .•. • •....•. 

Port Richey, Fla. 33568 ,I 
Dealers Welcome~ ,I 

,City . • . . . • ... .• . • .•..•..•• 

State . . . . • . . . • ., ZI p. . . . . . • 

Quantity. . . . . . ............• 

-
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Seniors 
Continued froll!. Page 3 

coming -back to me," he con
tinued. . 
AJbert~cCrea , hissnooker 

partner, said : 

" I never played in my life 
until six months ago. I started 
on the (snooker) table in my 
apartment building and 
decided to continue on here." 

The com plaint among the 
women was lack of oppor
tunity to play on the tables at 
their apartment buildings. 

"There is a table at the 
apartment building but I 
hardly get to use it becasue of 
the- men," said Mary John
son. 

Barbara Dalton, her 
partner, adds: "We do in the 
summer though, ·because the 
men aren 't there as much. 
Once in a while some of the 
shots surprise the men." 

The women enjoy it and can 
hardly -wait until Saturday 
rolls by. 

~ 

"I like it very much," says 
Sonia Palola, "I used to play 

-' 

in B.C. but not very often. But -ling t he sport and gradually 
that was around the 1940's." - we're getting there," Budge 

said. 
, "Barbara Dalton said : " I 

love it. I look forward to it 
(playing) every Saturday." 

Snooker is not a man's 
- , domain anymore but it is not 

easy to convince some-people. 

" Some of my friends 
wouldn't go to a pool room. I 
think they figure it's a man's 
game," Palola remarked. 

"Seven years ago in Ot
tawa , you could count on your 
finger's how -many men 
players owned two-piece 
(personal) cues. But now the, 
ladies are coming in with 
their own," he remarked. " It 
is not uncommon to see a lady 
with a two-piece-cue." 

Hopefully, the senior adults 
It's a bit difficult to erase will continue playing after the 

the pool room image but the course is finished . And 
Broken Cue is trying and judging by their reaction to 
have come a fair piece. the sport, the men had better 

'''The main concern is sel- - move over. 

THE STIIDIRD OF THE IIDUSTRY 

IEUCCI ORIGIIALS 
1812 IETWELL, IEIPHIS, TEl •• 38111 

Phone: (101) 143-8121 

Precision - Solid Hit -Quality Custom Cues 
Made to Your Personal Design 

by BOB MEUCCI 

FERRITORIAL FRANCHISE INQUIRIES INVITED 

' U ,S. ;.oS-TA L •• " VICR 

STAT EMENT OF OWNERSHIP, MANAGI:MENT AND CI RCULATION 
(Reqf4ind by 39 U.S. C. J685J 

r NO . 0 '" ISSUES ,"v aLI5 H Eol _ · A"',..UAL S U .SC RIPT' O ,.. 

... ",.. UALI.."12 I "RICI[ ':ft. _M ... 
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.0 N AMES AND C O MPLETE AOOR E" SSE S OF PU 8 LIS H ER , ED ITOR , AND M ANAGING EDITOR 

MANAGI N G E DITO" (Nome " ... " Add ....... , 

:W1.o8rt. .. h ;tu~.l.en ai,;.S{: ~ '1 1i o .... lc"" .:»0:.. Ulfleld l'!1 L t 07~ 
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•. KNOWN BONOHd LOERS . MORTGAG EES. AND OTHER SECU R ITY HO LDERS OWNIN G OR HO LDIN G 1 PERCENT O R MO RE O F 

TOTAL AMO UNT OF BO NOS . MO RTGAG ES O R OTHER Se CU R IT IES (If.!,.hery "ry "0,.". 110 "I,,' ,.) 

~.u 
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INTRODUCING ... 
THE ULTIMATE WEAPON 

Mfg. by MEUCCI ORIGINA-LS 
- I 

• THE-ULTIMATE WEAPON IS A REVOLUTIONARY NEW DESIGN 
IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF A CUSTOM CUE. 

• THIS NEW DESIGN APPLIES THE MAXIMUM OF ENGLISH WITH 
MINIIYIUM OF STROKE. 

• THIS ENABLES THE PLAYER TO DO MORE THAN EVER 
BEFORE WITH THE SAME STROKE. 

TO GET DETAILS 'AND FREE BROCHURE: 

CONTACT 

LARRY HUBBART 

124 No.1 DeerhurstLane 

Webster, New York 14580 ·· 

Phone (716) 671-3615 

* P EALE R DISCOUNTS AVAI LABLE 

I personally invite -you to 
experience the ultimate in 
feel, balance and play of 
the finest custom cue avail
able today. 

Designed-by 

LARRY HUBBART 
Winner of '77 World 8-Ball 

Winner of '77 World 9-8all 



Mullen 
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tourney with a remarkable 
come from behind game 
against 3rd place Bob Strange 
of Lansing. The Silver Que 
will come up with another 
optional ball billiard outing 
next year and not just 
because the host won, but as 
Mike said, everybody had a ' 
ball. 

We decided that this 
November we, the NBN, 
would not have a turkey of the 
year although we received 
many votes from all seg
ments of the game. There was · 
no suspense, no dramatic 
surprise, it was all cut and 
dried and you all know who 
deserved the award so there 
is no reason to publish old 
news. 

Added Random notes : 
Apology to Eddie Laubie J r. 
and wife Ann for neglecting to 
put the proper credits on the 
fine photographs they 
furnished the NBN last month 
of the BCA tournaments in 
Dayton. That is another 
reason lam happy to see 
Larry .Miller take the reins 
again, 

As of this writing we still 
have not received the 
promised write up of the Na
tional 8 Ball Championships 
in Dayton from BCA or their 
PR man Andy Tobin. When it 
comes we will publish it so 
that the world will finally 
know what happened on the 
tables. Is it possible that BCA 
is considering running the 
next extravaganza in Fern
wood, Ohio with the promised 
sponsorship of the '"Bun and 
Run" eateries? 

AUCTION SALE 
SATURDAY, 

NOVEMBER 1',1977-
1':00 P.M. E.S.T. 

14 table room completely 
equipped to be sold as a 
package or ' all Items 
Individually, Includes 
control console w-calculo
graph, 16 spectator tables, 
32 high quality chairs, table 
lights w-scorers, cues etc. 

GOLDEN 8 BALL 
BILLIARD ROOM 

51277 U.S. 31 North, 
South Bend, Indiana 

(1 mile S. of Michigan State 
Line) 

~., r:...... ~ ' j -;;" 1 .;~ ! •• ... 

November, 1977':' THE NATIONAt BILLIARD NEWS-Page 17 

I still intend to sit down 
with some of my cohorts and 
figure out how much money 
was put on the line for prizes 
in pool tournaments through
out the US. The total figure 
will surprise a lot of doubting 
thomases who believe that we' 
are riding ' a dead horse ... 
Think about it. 

the Dayton Donnybrook 
charging activities detri
mental to the game of pocket 
billiards. Now that could be a 
bull shot... 

always paid his dues. 
With the Bionic Woman and. 

Barretta playing pool on the 
tube, beautiful models sexlly 
stating that they prefer their 
men with English Leather or 
nothing at all while holding a' 
cue stick, the "pool room" at 
the Carter White House, the 
former Prime Minister of 
Canada full of pride in his cue 
ability, this game may just 
catch on. 

money but was presented 
with the table on which he 
woil his championship. It was 
brought to the attention of· the 
President of National Bil
liards, Bill Gunklach, that 
this situation discriminated 
against the very popular 
ladies division of the Open. 
True gentleman that he is, 
Bill Gunklach immediately 
made an off the cuff 
presentation of the National 
Billiards Pool table to Queen 
Jean Balukas of the table on 
which she won her' record 
breaking 6th straight crown. 
Jean showed that she was all 
class when she in turn 
donated that table to her 
church camp for under 
privileged children. 

With all the positions avail
able in the use of the Joe 
Russo bridge should he have 
'named it the "kama Sutra" 
Bridgehead? ... 

Funny? .. , Joe Burns of 
Dayton was reported to have 
placed a certified check in the 
sum of $25,000.00 in front of 
the Managing Director of 
BCA so that a Nine Ball 
contest would be included in 
the proceerlings but was 
shuffled off into oblivion. 
There was an alleged rumor 
that Burns filed a class action 
suit against the promoters of 

Fred Whalen, close to being 
an octogenerian, is planning a 
gigantic pool tourney on the 
Queen Mary in the bay at San 
Diego. With the boat rocking 
and the balls rolling and 
somebody making a great 
shot beating somebody else 
out of the bread, dramamine 
should be at a premium. But 
Whalen is a one of a kind, a 
class promoter who has 

The tables used for the BCA 
US Open; and the National 
Eight Ball Championships 
were furnished by National 
Billiard Mfg. of Cincinnati 
Ohio, the oldest billiard 
manufacturer in the Country. 
The winner of the male divi
sion not only won his prize 

'CONTROL 
IS THE 
NAME 

OF THE 
GAME 

. A separate customer display on back 
Lets your customers see separately, on 
request , just how much time and money 
they've spent. 

AT LAST! A COMPUTER DESIGNED BY SOMEONE IN THE BUSINESS 

48/6 IS JlEST 
BECAUSE 

Cue-Nique 48/6 is a totaUy Solid State 
Micro Computer ... the newest innova· 
tion for efficient billiard parlor and 
time·based bowling lane management. 
It has a number of advantages over 
conven tional clock/ coun ters with 
mechanical meters. 

No more hard·to·read meters 
Large , well-illuminated numbers on 
electronic display s are easy to read. 
Numbers are a half inch tall . 

Handles up to 48 tables .. . or lanes 
Our basic computer comes equipped t o 
handle 12 tables or lanes. Any number can 
bc added .. . up to 48 .. . without changing 
the size of the compute r. 

And up to 6 players per table 
The C'ue-Nique 48/6 makes it easy to add or 
subtract players at any point during a game 
and automatically changes the dollar rate 
according to the number of players. 

Now you can see elapsed time 
At any time, our co mputer can show you 
and your customr rs how long a table has 
bee n in use, number of players and do llar 
amoun t owed. 

Impossib le to forget to reset 
Each time a new table is started . the 
computer is au to ma tically reset.. : . 
cuts out confusing and cost ly errors. 

Also a real time clock 
When the Cue·Niq ue 48/ 6 isn' t giving 
table or lane information, it works as 
a clock ... giving the correct time of day . 
Hourly rates 
May be changed by owner at any time. 

Perfect for College Unions 
Can control entire union ; pool and 
billiards. table tennis, foose ball, 
bowling, etc . . . . 

ALL with one 48/6 

48/6 CONTROL 
IS COMPLETE 

Unit is small, compact and eliminates 
employee error. 
I,t can sit right next to the cash register, allow ing 
employees and customers to check Gash regis ter 
tab against computer fi gures. 

Two key system 
A must fo r chain operation or absentee o wnership. 

Customers can run a tab for non·game items. 
When customers make other purchases, push . 
tab button. ('omputer will make note that non· 
game items have heen purchased. At the end 
of game, flashing display wiU remind you to add 
outside purchase. Custo mer pays only once. 

Maximum Income 
During peak hours 48/6 can automatically 
change over from special rates (such as 
single player or practice rates to regular 
rates when all tables are in use). 

Counts Customers 
End of day checkout gives you customer 
cou nt , and transaction count. 

Inventory Feature 
Lets you know at a glance your Cue 
invento ry . 

Tables in use Display 
Shows you at glance which tables are 
in use. Fach table has its own LED display. 

Min imum Charge 
For 1-6 players, may be programmed 
into 48/6. 

Cue Rental Control 
Allows you to rent cues; adds rental 
fee to table total; and flashing display 
reminds you to request rental cue, 

And the Cue·Nique 48/6 Costs Less 
AU of these cost- and time·saving features 
are part of the Cuc-Nique 48/6 . . . at a 
price less than conventional clock/counters. 

, Contact us for more information and an 
estimate. We know you ' U be surprised how 
inexpensive the Cue-Nique 48/6 reaUy is. 

CUE-NIQUE MICRO-LOGIC MFG., L TO. 
317 W.Gorham St .. 
Madison, Wisconsin 53703 
Phone (608) 251-1134 



Page 18-THE NATIONAL BILLIARD NEWS-November, 1977 

YOUR 
BILLIARD 
DEALER 

ANNOUNCES: 

SPECIAL PURCHASE 
/ 

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY 

Now from Brunswick comes a line of cuesticks designed for the most demanding player. Both beautiful and practical in form the Sterling 
Elite Series presents four of the finest cues ever produced. Beautiful, yet responsive and functional. An extension of yourself. Painstakingly 
machined to exacting tolerances, allowed to cure and take its natural form, each shaft is among the straightest available anywhere. The butt 
of each cue is mUlti-coated with a Dynaclear urethane finish, creating the toughest non-chip, non-scrape surface available. The Sterling Elite 
cue is made for the player with pride of ownership. 

For the player requiring the ultimate in function and 
beauty. The Master Cue is unique in construction and 
playability. Professional taper shaft is laminated Fren
ch white ash, 14 laminations make this shaft .the stron
gest, straightest, most warp-r~t ever produced. 
This cue actually works for you giving you power with 
control. 
Butt is made with the finest Indian Rosewood with 
fancy wood inlays . . Unsurpassed brass on aluminum 
joint compl!:..ments the excellence of this cue. 

"-'~§'TE:~ 
~ GREFNDOT 

fAST DRAW 
CUE BAll 

Regulation 

NOW 

Draw It Up 
Your Arm 

B. WINDSOR 
This classic matched four prong cue is cue ma ki ng in 
its finest form. Exotic, richly grained hardwood butt 
with a naturally finished Canadian rock maple, warp
resistant shaft: Standard Brass on aluminum joint 
with Y:," precision contact pin for maximum rigidity. 

$4750 C. BUCKINGHAM 

Old style elegance with a touch of Old England . This 
cue is highlighted by a chamfered hilt end-after its 
British ancestors. Pearlized inlays highlight the but t . 

As practical as it is attractive. The butt of the Welling
ton cue is handsomely inlaid without being overdone. 
Grip is wrapped . with a fine black nylon cord for com
fort and control. 

Q MASTER is not, repeat is ,not an authorized Brunswick Dealer 

"SMOOTH I·ES" 
For The Best in Shaft Care 

SPECIFY 
HARD 

OR 
SOFT 

SEND SIZE 

$1 O~ACH 

IMPORTED BRONZE 
FRENCH TIPS 

2 ·$100 
FOR _ 

Qu , 1976-77 catalog is now ready .. . Q-Master has put 
together some of the info that will be of interest to bil
liard rooms and pool buffs all over the world. In addi
tion to instructions on how to cover a poo l tabl e, we 

. have included in this collectors' item : eve rything you 
have wanted to know about pool balls, c loth, cue sticks 
and a lot of information on what to look for in buying a 
pool table . ' 

SEND FOR OUR CATALOG NOW! $f.OO 

Q~§'I'E:'" 
u.s. 
Headquarters 

3297 Twelve Mile Rd. 
DON'TPLAY WITH Berkley, Mich. 48072 

STRANGERS (313) 545-7222 

. . 



lIelro 3-eashioa 
was made up of Maloney, 
Hallon, Shapiro, Shaw, Diaz 
and Epstein, flight 2 included 
Waldman, Johnson, Cattrano, 
Robin and Rosenfried and 
flight 3 had Bartzos, 
Calderon, Garcia, Hawkins 
and Sbarbati. 

Continued from Page 9 

The final event on the local 
metropolitan scene known as 
the "Big Apple" Three 
Cushion Tournament took 
place on Oct. 1st, 1977 
wherein sixteen players 
competed at McGirrs Billiard 
Academy, New York City, 
Stan Hirsh owner and 
managed by the colorful Bill 

Pizazz. Entry fee was $70.00, 
prize fund included $25.00 
high run money for each day. 
Preliminary games were 35 
pts., two men from each of 
three fligllts qualifying for a 
round robin of six men, 
games to 50 pts. with A. B. A. 
sanction. 

Under the directorship of 
Abe Rosen, the drawing of the 
flights took place and flight 1 

After some surprising 
results the final round robin 
consisted of Maloney (5-0) 
and Shapiro (4-1) from one 
flight, Johnson (3-1) and 
Robin (3-0 from another 
flight and finally Sbarbati (3-
1) and Hawkins (3-1). 
Cattrano with a (3-1) record 
missed the finals by losing to 
Johnson 35-20 needing 27 pts. 
to qualify. Eddie : Robin had 
the high run of 9 to garner the 

On the road • • • 
A list of upcoming tournaments 

Every Thursday, every 
week ... 
Jackpot 9 Ball 
Velvet Rail Billiards 
Lansing, Mich. 
517 -487 -3528 

November -11-1-2 ~ 
Mini-Midnight 9 Ball 
Velvet Rail Billiards 
Lansing , Mich. 
517 -487 -3528 

November 12-13 
World 9 Ball 
Velvet Rail Billiards 
Lansing , Mich. 

November 2-3-4-5 
Billiard Bash-Pool Party 
Eight Ball Tournaments 
Silverdome , Main Event 
Ballroom - Pontiac, Mich . 
Coin-op Tables, 2 tourneys, 
one for qualifiers , one an 
open for shooters with a 
buck. 

November 22-26 
1977 NPBA-PPBCJ World 
Pocket Billiard Champion
ship Tournament. 
Semi Hankyu Hotel 
Osaka, Japan 

September 1,2,3,4, 1978 
Billiard News National Open 
Straight Pool Champion
ships 
Men & Women 
Cushion and Cue 
Livonia, Mich. 

November 12-13 
Rockford Open State & 
Madison Rec. 
Rockford, Ill . 

November 26-27 
Cue Club Open 
Cue Club 
South Bend, Ind . 

Every Monday and Thursday 
8:30 p.m. 
Rapid Fire Tournament 
Cushion 'n' Cue Billiards 
Oak Park, Mich . 
313-541-1608 

November 19-20 
- Cushion -& C~e 

23137 Coolidge Highway 
Oak Park, Mich. 48237 
Tel. 313-541-1608 

November 12-13 
Hall of Fame Billiards 
2510 S. Cedar St . 
Lansing, Mich. 48910 
Tel. 517-487-4578 
Or 517-482-4031 

January 21-22, 1978 
Midwest Region Play-offs 
Cushion 'n Cue 
Oak Park, Mich . 

Date to be announced 
Tiff's No . Hollywood 
Billiards 
11130 Magnolia Blvd. 
No . Hollywood, Calif. 
91601 
Tel. 213-769-9144 

Date to be announced 
Western Regional 
California Billiards, Inc. 
5160 Stevens Creek Blvd . 
San Jose, California 95129 
Tel. 408-984-7493 

May 1 thru 6, 1978 
1978 World's 3-Cushion 
Tournament 
Del Webb's Sahara Hotel 
Las Vegas , Nevada 89114 
P .O . Box 14337 
Tel. 702-735-2111 

THE FAMOUS 
AMERICAN MADE 

Ii 
I I 
I I~!I 

Custom 2-Piece - , •••• C"lC). !I"! 

QUALITY CUE 
RICH CUE 124 Albany Avenue Freeport, N.Y. 11520 

(516) 735.2496 
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1st day prize of $25.00. 
The final round was 

featured by the steady play of 
Larry Johnson and Eddie 
Robin. However, in their 
first encounter Robin was 
defeated by Johnson and was 
in a position to win the 
tournament having only to 
defeat Sbarbati in the final 
round. But Sbarbati rose to 
the occasion defeating 
Robbin with the high run of 
the day of 9 forcing a play-off 
between Robin _ and 
Johnson the latter getting by 
Maloney in his final games. 
The play-off game, pressure 
packed all the way, as won by 
Larry Johnson, his 2nd 
consecutive tournament 
victory. 

With the management 
contributing $70.00 to the 
purse, the final standing with 
prize money resulted as 
follows: 1st ~ Larry Johnson, 
$470.00, 2nd - Eddi~ Robin, 
$270.00 plus $25.00 high run 
money, 3rd - Vince Sbarbati, 
$170.00 plus $25.00 high run 
money, 4th - Bill Maloney, 
$110.00, 5th - Bill Hawkins, 
$60.00, 6th - Murray Shapiro, 
$60.00. 

There were good sized 
crowds in · attendance with a 
photographer and reporter 
from the N.Y. Times giving 
added importance to the 
event. High praise to Bill 
Pizazz and Abe Rosen for a . 
fine tournament. 

Custom Crafted Cues by 

713-665-4084 

Richard Black 

6540 Brompton 'Road 
Houston, Texas 77005 

THIS BUSINESS 
FOR SALE 

Kelly Cue Cases 
If you now own a wholesale or retail 

Billiard Supply Business and have a good 

sales force, this can be a very profitable 

addition to your present lines. 

CONTACT MIKE KELLY 

W 177 N 8536 Lynwooa Dr. 

Menomonee Falls, Wis. 53051 

414-255-2364 

Call after 6 p.m. 

r--------------------------------------------. 
~IV~ : 

DILLIARD-<~ NEWS I 

P.O. BOX 37 
NORTHVILLE, MICHIGAN 48167 

[ 1 1 YEAR - $6.00 [ 1 2 YEAR - $10.00 [ 1 3 YEAR - $13.50 
Foreign [ 1 1 YEAR $7.75 [ 1 2 YEAR $15.00 

U.S. Milit.y - Ov __ [ 1 1 YEAR $5.00 

NAME ... . ........ . ........ . .............. . .. . ..... . 

ADDRESS ... . . . -. .. . . . ... . ...... . .... ... . .. . . " . , ... . 

CITY . . . . . . ..... .. . .. . ... . STATE ... . . .. ZIP . . . ... , .. . 
{ 1 Proprietor i 1 - Manufacturer [ 1 Poolplayer Male [ 1 Other 

[ 1 Dealer [ 1 3 Cushion Player [ 1 Poolplayer Female 
[ 1 News Media [J Tournament Player 

-THE FULL SERVICE PUBLICA nON OF THE BILLIARD WORLD 

-----------------------------------------_._-
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The last word 

'Scratch' toumameDts; the oDly way to go 
By LEO WALCH 

Dick Young , a sports writer 
for The New York Daily 
News, in discussing a Judge's 
recent ruling in connection 
with the transsexual 
Richards competing with 
women in tennis says : "Is it 
fair for them that they be 

asked to compete against a 6-
foot-2 altered male? Is this 
what we recognize as the goal 
for balanced competition in 
sports? Contemporary 
judges, in their obsession 
with legalities, seem to 
overlook the premise of all 
organized sports, which is 
.fair and equitable com-
petition . 

Connelly, Budge 
lake lop honon 
in U. S. snooker 

Eric Connelly and Ervin 
Budge were the victors in the 
recent U.S. Open Snooker 
Championship , held at the 
Cushion 'n Cue in Oak Park, 
Michigan, in October. 

Connelly won the American 
Division and Budge won the 

International Division. Budge 
then went on to win the head
up ma tch between the two 
champions . 

Further details were not 
available at press time. Look 
for the complete round-up 
next month . 

Da ve Kindred, a sports 
writer for The Washington 
Post , comments on Dick 
Young's remarks as follows : 
"The very essence of spor t is 
unfair advantage. Life is 
unfair. But we play on, 
determined to overcome, 
jubilant beyond words when 
we succeed. To reduce sport 
to a single level of 
competence is to rob it of 
life . " 

Here we have another 
collision between the 
advocates of handicap 
tournaments and the advo
cates of "scr atch" or " Open" 
tournamen ts . 

Dave Kindred's words 
bring to mind the picture of 
Loni Brandes playing a 3-
cushion billiard match with 
Luis Campos, one of our great 
champions, jubilant beyond 
words when she wins the 40 
point match 40 to 39 ; or in 
another match, this time with 
aother great champion, Bill 
Hawkins , holder of a modern 

high run record of 19 billiards 
in one inning, defeating him 
40 to 24. Mr. Kindred must 
have had the likes of Loni in 
mind when he says "we play 
on, determined to overcome, 
jubilant beyond words when 
we succeed." 

What a fine group of true 
sportsmen we have in the 
American Billiard Associa
tion members who enter 
tournament after tourna
ment , asking for no 
advantages , having little 
hope of winning , enjoying the 
competition , graciously 
accepting defeat. Truly these 
players may say 'we play on, 
determined to overcome, 
jubilant beyond words when 
we succeed." 

I have , in the past , been an 
advocate of handicaps for 3-
cushion billiard tournaments, 
but as I observe the spirit of 
friendly rivalry exhibited by 
all the participants in our 
ABA tournaments , the truly 
sportsmanlike acceptance of 

"The Big 'G' is as fine a table as I have ever 

,played on and no complaints from the 

customers either ... " 
Dorothy Wise 

California Billiards Inc. 
San Jose , Cal. 

California Billiards in San Jose is 
one of the busiest, most beautiful 
centers in the U.S., reports Four
time U.S. Open champion Dorothy 
Wise . Mrs. Wise teaches many 
classes and also helps to conduct 
monthly nine-ball and 3-cushion 
tournaments in the center's unique 
arena (right). 

defeat, the general jubila
tion when an "underdog" 
succeeds, I must say that I 
have changed by views, and 
agree with Mr. Kindred when 
he says "ro reduce sport to a 
single level of competence 
(by handicapping) IS to rob it 
of life." 

I am proud to be a member 
of the American Billiard 
Association and of having a 
small part in preserving and 
fostering the ideals of good 
sportsmanship which is the 
purpose for which the 
Association was organized. 
May our banner long wave, 
and may our tribe increase . 

Down with handicap 
tournaments. Long live 
"scratch" tournaments. 

I should like to see 
emblazoned in the masthead 
of the Amer ican Billiard 
Association the words: "We 
play on, determined to over
come, jubilant beyond words 
when we succeed." 

Manufacturers and distributors of America's finest billiard tables & supplies. 

FOR INFORMATION, CALL OR WRITE TODAY: 

~GANDY'S 
~INDUSTRIES, INC. 

.' MA CON BILLIA RD S UPPL Y DI VISION 
P. o. Box 533 510 Eleventh Street 
912·745·61 06 Macon, Georgia 31202 
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