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Mail • • • 

Book delayed 

Gentlemen, 
For those who have been 

kind enough to inquire as to 
the progress of Mastering 
Pool the book I've been 
excerpting in the NBN, my 
thanks and apologies at the 
same time. We've hit a few 
production snags. The details 
are boring, but if you've read 
my work at all, you'll under
stand that I'd much rather 
have my book come out a 

little later than have it be 
wrongly done. 

Mastering Pool will be 
published by Contemporary 
Sports Books right around the 
end of the year. Thanks very 
much again for your interest. 

Bes t regards , 
George Fels 

Chicago, Illinois 

Women forgotten 

Dear Sir: 
In your November issue, 

your correspondent for the 
World 9-ball tournament in 
Maryland failed to mention 
there was a women 's 6-ball 
division in tha t event. 

Gloria Walker won it in a 
close game defea ting Lori 
Shampo who came up from 
the losers' side after a pre
vious loss to Walker. First 
prize was $1000. 

Eileen van Buren was 
third, Carla Johnson fourth. 

Mike Seidel deserves a lot 
of credit for putting in a 
women's division , with a good 

prize list. He worked closely 
with the Women's Profes
sional Billiard Alliance 
(WPBA ) in doing it. 

Sincerely, 
Charles Walker 

Cheyney,PA 

What? A profit? 
November 17,1977 

Letter To The Editor: 
I wish to congratulate the promoters of the 8-Ball 

Bash for Easter Seals that took place at the Pontiac 
Silverdome. I heard nothing but praise from both 
players and spectators on how efficient the event was. 
It was also called to my attention that this tournament 
showed a profit of $10.000. Come on fellas! How could 
this be? Do you realize the BCA lost $30.000 in Dayton? 

Signed. 

Joseph F. Farhat 

* The Choice of Champions * On the road • • • 

Custom Cues by 
Bert Schrager 

A list of upcoming tournaments 

Every Monday and Thursday 
8:30 p.m . 

10907 Magnolia Blvd. 
North Hollywood, CA. 91601 

Phone 
(213) 763-9600 

Rapid Fire Tournament 
Cushion 'n' Cue Billiards 
Oak Park, Mich . 
313-541-1608 

~~ 
~ 

CW~~ 
MASTER OF OVER 150 TRIC'!yAND/PROPOSI~DN SHOTS 

FOR THE BEGINNER SIX SECRETS OF POCKET BIlliARDS IN TRICK SHOT FORM. 

OCU E. 

~J GROUP ~ MAKE TH E 

A. BLACK BAll MAKE TWO 
WITHOUT BAllS FROM 

HITT ING 
THIS RAIL 

UNOERNEATH 

I HANOKERCHI EF 

~ POCKET TWO MAKE 

CUE 
:. 

MAKE 80TH 
BLACK BAllS 
GREY BAH 
DOESN'T MOV{ 

BAllS WITH All THREE 
A 81LlIARO BAllS IN 

SHOT ONE SHOT 

~ MAKE 
THREE BAll S 
IN ONE SH OT 
IN ROTATI ON 

IN ROTATION 

PLUS 2 
OTHER 
SHOTS 
for only 

$5~O 

FOR THE ADVANCED PLAYER THE SECRET Of' SETTl G UP TRICK SHOTS CONSISTENTLY 

~ THREE BAllS 
IN ONE SHOT 

GROUP CUE IN ROTATION 0 

B. ~ ,. 
HOW CUE THREE 

TO MAKE o BAllS IN 0 
THE BLACK ONE SHOT OCUE CUE 

BALL IN ROTATION 

FOR THE PROFESSIONAL YOU'VE SEE 

"0 SIX BAllS IN 
o~ 

W s: 
ROTA TIO N ON 

H ONE SHOT 
0 

GROUP ONE BALLIN CAll THE MA KE ~ 
C. EACH POCKET BLAC K BAll TH E BLACK 

IN THE LEF T BAll FROM THREE WA YS CORNER OTHER SIDE TO SET UP POC KET Of RACK THIS SHOT 

/ f iVE BAllS IN 
ONE SHOT 

IN ROTATION 

GROUPS YOU CAN LEARN THE PHYSICS OF THE GAME FASTER BY DOING TRICK SHOTS. 

PLUS 2 
SHOTS FROM 

BELOW 
for only 

$5~O 

$5~ 

D. SIX TRICK BILLIARD SHOTS FOR 3 CUSHION PLAYERS· AMAZE YOUR BILLIAR D FRIENDS $5.00 
E. SIX PROPOSITION SHOTS SHOTS TD BET ON· PICK UP SOME BREAD· BE THE FIRST TD KNDW $10.00 
F.SIX ORIGINAL TRICK SHOTS NEVER SHOWN BEFORE· PUT NEW SHOTS IN YOUR EXHIBITIDN $10.00 
G. TO ORDER THE SET (A.-F.) SEND $25.00 LEARN DVER30 DIFFERENT SCIENnFIC FACTS OF PODL ~ 

*" Beautiful diagrams that illustrate precisely how to set up and hit these 
shots. Diagrams above roughly illustrate the shots you'll receive . Order by 
group A, B, C, etc . and send money order. CIud1.-~~~. 

WILLIE JOPLING • P. O. BOX 2215· LYNCHBURG, VA. • 24501 

~c~~~================~~~·- ~ 

Every Thursday, every 
week . .. 
Jackpot 9 Ball 
Velvet Rail Billiards 
Lansing , Mich. 
517 -487 -3528 

December 2-4 
Tacoma Elks Lodge 
Tacoma , Wash . 

December 10·11·17·18 
S.F. Elks Lodge 
San Francisco , Ca. 

West Regional 
January 12·14 

Calif. Billiards 
San Jose , Ca . 

Midwest Regional 
January 20-22 

Cushion "n" Cue 
Oak Park, Mich . 

U.S.A. National 
February 9·12 

Calif. Billiards 
San Jose , Ca . 
10 player-top 4 each 
Regional plus Allen Gilbert & . 
George Ashby 

February 10-19 
1978 Invitational World Series 
of Pool 
Jack & Jill Cue Club 
Claremont Shopping Center 
Arlington , Va. 

February 24-25-26. 1978 
Billiard News 
National Open 
3-Cushion Tournament 
Cushion 'n' Cue 
Oak Park, Mich 

May 1 thru 6, 1978 
1978 World's 3-Cushion 
Tournament 
Del Webb's Sahara Hotel 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 
P.O . Box 14337 
Tel. 702-735-2111 

September 1.2-3-4, 1978 
Billiard News 
National Open 
Straight Pool Championships 
Men's & Women's 
Cushion 'n' Cue 
Livonia , Mich . 

the national I 
Billiard News/~~.1.1 ~ 
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Established in 1962 by Earl Newby 

Published monthly at 3297 12 Mile Road, Berkley, Michigan 48072 
Subscription Rate: '600 per year 

Business Office 
P.O. Box 37 
l ortbville . Michigan 48167 
(313) 6444440 

Editorial Office 
3297 Twelve Mile Road 
Berkley. MiChigan , 48072 
(313) 547·2587 
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9-ball at the Velvet Rail 

Jimmy Reid WiDS iD LaDsiDg 

Sssss 
/ 

Times are changing and Joe Farhat 
is changing with the times. 

November 11-13, 96 players and 
hundreds of spectators crowded into 
the Velvet Rail Billiards in Lansing, 
Michigan for a weekend full of 9-Ball . 
There was something for everybody. 

The main event was a full field of 32 
players vying for the $2600 purse. the 
$1 ,000 first prize attracted the likes of 
Mark Beilfuss, Tom Kollins, Larry 
Hubbart, Louie Roberts, Jimmy Reid, 
Tom Spen cer and local hero come 
home, Jim Mataya. Twenty-fiv~ other 
skillful shooters rounded out the field . 
with a waiting list as long as your arm. 

To the victors go the spoils. In this case, cr ~sp $100- bills. Jimmy 
Reid, rigtlt, got 10 of th.em, Mark Beilfuss, left, got 6. Joe Farhat, the 
man in the ~iddle, made it all possible. 

Friday night at 8: 00 the first round 
got under way. Scott Kitto threw 
Mataya into the loser 's bracket early 
by defeating him 11-9. Vicki Frechen, 
lady-pro at the Velvet Rail , made her 9-
Ball debut by defeating . Bill 
Vanden brock of Anderson, Indiana 11- ' 
8. Larry Hubbart snuck past Scott 
Hatton 11-9, while Jimmy Reid crushed ' 
Steve Cusick 11-3. Mark Beilfuss buried 
Bob Ritter 11-1 and Willie Munson 
made an early trip to the losers bracket 
by losing to Blaine Sell 11-6. 

In the winner's bracket , round No. 2 
pitted Kollins against Beilfuss with 
Beilfuss coming out on top 11-7. Hub-

CallraDO. defeats BaiioB 
for · Jersey 3-cashion title 
By MILT GOLDRING 

A field of twelve assembled -
on Oct. 15, 1977 at the Hi-Cue 
Billiard Lounge, Elizabeth, 
N.J. , to battle for the title of 
1977 N .J. State Three Cushion 
Billiard Champion. 

The contestants, besides 
the N.Y . regulars , included 
Vince .Sbarbati , the 1976 N.J . 
State Champion , TO.ny 
Jerome from Cherry Hill , 
N.J. , representing Cherry 
Hill Billiards, Sam Pascual 
owner and lastly your 
correspondent Milt Goldring, 
representing Hi-Cue , 
Elizabeth , N.J . 

The games in the finals 
played the next day, Oct. 16, 
were to 16 pts . Jimm y 
Cattrano continued his 

Th is was a very fine 
exhibition of championship 
billiards and credit goes to 
Carlos Hallon who put up a 

"he SecoDd FrODI •• ge 

THE NATIONAL BILLIARD NEWS 
December, 1977 

winning ways by defeating 
Waldman in 54 innings and 
Maloijey in 48 innings . Mean
while Carlos Hallon swept 
through his games without a 
defeat. 

The game· for the 

great battle and was never 
really out of it . Let it be said 
here and now that claims that 
Cattrano wins tournaments 
only on his tables is just a lot 
of nonsense as his showing in 
this tournament proved he 's 
got to be the man to beat no 
matter where he plays .. 

The final standing with 
prize money was as follows : 

Zzzzz 

bart scored another win by downing St. 
Louie Louie 11-3. Beilfuss went on to 
destroy Greg Hatch 11-5 and Hubbart 
followed with an 11-5 win over the 
tournament dark-horse Danna Hallet. 

At Saturday's- end, the winner 's 
bracket was down to Beilfuss , Reid, 
Hubbart , -and Frank P iasecki of 
Buffalo, New York The loser 's bracket 
was weighted down with Mataya , 
Munson , Kollins, and Roberts - each 
displaying their own versions of "fight 
for your life." Louis Roberts was 
overheard saying that his name was 
going to streak through the loser 's 
bracket like a flash of light. 

He got off to a nice running start, but 
short-circuited against Mataya in. the 
final rack, losing 11-10 to take 6th place. 

Sunday saw the advent of a Reid
Hubbart match with the winner playing 
Beilfuss who had defeated Crazy Frank 
Piasecki 11-4. Reid arose to the 
occasion by beating Hubbart and 
Beilfuss 11-7 each to cinch himself a 
spot in the finals. _ 

Meanwhile, Mataya left Hallet in 5th 
place by a score of 11-8. The fight for 
third place between Hubbart and 
Mataya was_ voted by the "sweaters 

Continued on Page 14 

After drawing for the two 
preliminary flites of 6, games 
played to 35 pts. , the 6 man 
round robin final was 
comprised of Cattrano (5-0 ), 
Garcia (4-1) and Hallon (3-2 ). 
Goldring , Calderon and 
Jerome were the casualties in 
flite "A". From flite "B" 
came Maloney (5-0 ), 
Waldman (3-2) and Sbarbati 
(3-2), where Hirsch , Sikorski 
and D' Amato were the 
victims. High point of the pre
liminaries was a 12 run by 
Jimmy Cattrano. 

cham pions hip betwen 
Cattrano and Hallon 
seesawed back and ' forth. 
After 42 innings the score was 
tied at 39. By the 50th inning 
they were both at 44 . Then the 
experienced Cattrano closed 
Hallon out and final score 
read Cattrano 50 - Hallon 44 in 
55 innings . Cattrano went 
undefeated throughout the 
entire tournament. 

1. Jimmy Cattrano 
$280.00·; 2. Carlos Hallon -
$175.00 ; 3. Bill Maloney -
$105.00 ; 4. Marvin Waldman 
- $70.00; 5. Vince Sbarbati -
$42.00; 6. Nester Garcia -
$28.00. . 

Tournament play is not all fun and games. Players are 
on their feet for indeterminable amounts of time and 
the pressure takes its toll too. Here Tom Spencer 
catches a-quick ~nooze between matches. 
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Bull 
Shots 

By BOB MULLEN 

matched players it could 
have gone either way. 

Just a thought to some of 
the pool players that the three 
cushion boys still play for the 
bread and not always the 
crumbs . 

Bill Pooke of Calgary, 
Alberta in Canada , was in 'our 
locale (greater Detroit , 
Michigan) for the Inter
national Snooker Tournament 
and made a number of friends 
for himself and his chosen 
game. Bill uses a counter
balanced jointed cue with a 
weight placed just above the 
joint <m the shaft, with a 10% 
mm tip with a black ferrulle. 

This congenial fellow 
stopped in my shop for a visit 
of over 6 hours , but took a 
break and went out for lunch 
at a local Hungarian res
taurant. The town of Berkley, 
where my shop is located, is a 
small community just north 
of metro Detroit and peopled 

, 

by the average type in
dividual. But the proprietors 
of this Hungarian eatery were 
not average since they had 
just obtained thier citizen
ship. 

While Bill Pooke was sitting 
there waiting for his lunch, 
and waiting an uncom
fortably long time , two 
policemen rushed in the door 
and confronted him. They 
insisted on looking at this 
strange leathertype case that 
was lying at his side. 

The restaurant proprietors 
had been suspicious of this 
ever smiling fellow with the 
suspicious long case and had 
summoned the police . 
Needless to say , the error, 
obvious to you or I, was 
quickly acknowledged and 
apologies were in order, but 
Bill Pooke still paid for his 
late Hungarian lunch . 

Pooke is an extremely 
interesting man and a student 

of snooker. He spent some of 
his time at the International 
Snooker Tournament ill Oak 
Park as a player and as a 
scorekeeper for the 
ch a mpionship matches. 
Pooke also qualified as an 
official Snooker referee aiter 
passing the test given by 
Graham McDonald. 

Big news about the Fischer 
Div. of Questor being bought 
out by Fuqua 's f Ebonite 

, Division . The present plan is 
to move the Fischer operation . 
from Missouri to Florida, 
home base of the Ebonite pool 
table manufacturing. 

This past year has brought 
about some dramatic 
changes in the pool table 
manufacturing line-up. 
Brinktun, Frederick-Willys 
and Armac discontinued their 
indi vidual operations 
nullifying the marketing of . 
thousands of potential pool 
tables. It's getting to be like 

the white mouse with the 
temporary position in a 
cancer testing lab . 

As promised, I went 
through the National Billiard 
News for the past 12 months 
and totaled the prize money 
given for tournaments in the 
U.S. I leafed through 8 issues 
and came up with a partial 
total of $987 ,460 and that did 
not cover coin table tourna
ments or many of the tourna
ments' that we have not 
received word about. 

In discussion with a pro
fessional pollster, a man in 
the business of taking a 
segment of information' and 
ma'king a projectio~ , I 
learned that the approximate 
total of prize monies 
presented to pool and billiard 
players in this country alone 
was well over $2% million. 

I am going to accumulate 

Continued on Page 17 

Immediately after Eddie 
Robin won the Brandes Open 
in Milwaukee, he and Jose 
Luis Campos tangled in a 
head on match of 200 straight 
points, no blocks. The prize 
money, $2,000.00, was put up 
by two anonymous billiard 
fans and Luis Campos took 
the match. It was a test of 
endurance as well-as skill and 
with two such evenly 

Custom Crafted Cues by 

--- Richard Black r --
320 RUMPF AVE. Phone: 

(215) 757·7280 

713-665-4084 6540 Brompton Road 
Houston, Texas 77005 

PENN~EL, PA, 19047 

"The Big 'G' is as fine .a table as ,I have ever 

played on and no complaints from the 

customers eith-er " . ... . . 
Dorothy Wise 

California Billiards Inc. 
San Jose, Cal. 

California Billiard s in San Jose is -
one of the busies t , most beauti fu l 
centers in the U.S., reports Four
time U.S. Open champion Dorothy 
Wise. Mrs. Wise teaches many 
classes and also helps to conduct 
mon thly nine-ball and 3-cushion 
tournaments in th e center's unique 
arena (right) . 

• 

. , 
Manufacturers and distributors of America's finest billiard tables & supplies. 

FOR INFORMATION, CALL OR WRITE TODAY: 

~GANDY'S' 
~~NDUSTRIES, INC. 

'" 

MA CON BILLIARD SUPPL Y DIVISION . 
P. O. Box 533 510 Eleventh Street 
9'12.745.6106 Macon, Georgia 31202 
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Badge, CODDelly lops iD U.S". OpeD saoo.e, 

Eric Connelly, first U.S. Open Snooker Champion 

Early this year during the 
International Snooker League 
Tournament in England, the 

\ 

United States Snooker Con-
trol Couricil was born . After 
several years of meetings, 
correspondence, aQd study 
the United States received its 
sanction fr om the inter
national body. 

It seemed fi tting to hold the 
first meeting of the 
U.S .S.C.C. at the U.s. tourna
ment. Detroit was picked as 
the site as the Cushion N' Cue 
Recreation center in Oak 

Park, owned by NBN Co-pub
lisher Ray Abrams , had six 
(6) Canadian made Bruns
wick, 6 x 12, snooker tables. 
This may will be the largest 
bunch of 6 x 12'8 in the entire 
country. 

The tournament would be 
completely new to the United 
States, played by English 
rules and using English made 
2 one-sixteenths inch Super 
Crystalate balls. 

The field was split into two 
groups, the Americans and 
the International players. At 

Tom Kollins, 2nd in the American Division 

TAKE A LOOK AT 
THE WINNING LINE. 

Send fo r 
this 
FREE 
Fu ll -color 
Brochure 
You can see Vikin 
all new line of 
custom-made cues 
by sendinq this c'O uD1n to: 
Viking Cue Mfg; Inc. 
Department SN 

Address 

City 

2710 Syene Road State Z ip I 
_ ~~d~o:o ,_W:'5~7~3 -"- ___ . _ ______ __ ...:. _ ~ ___ . ..: _ . .J 

Ervin E;ludge, winner of the I nternational Division 

the conclusion of the two open 
tournaments a playoff would 
be held between the two 
winners. 

This format would allow the 
United States to rank its 
players for the first time 
based in order of finish and 
also produce an American 
winner. 

Even though the format 
worked fairly well , it was 
perhaps a bit unfair to the 
foreign players who would 
like to play in -both tourna
ments. Americans were al
lowed to play in the foreign 
side as it was felt by sponsors 
that the Americans wQuld be 
no match for the stronger 
international players . This 
line of reasoning proved to be 
very wrong as the Americans 
really came to play. 

Next year 's format will be 
changed to allow the players 
from all countrys into the 
same field . 

The tournament was action 
packed almost from the start 
as Gerry Kapchinsky , who 
many felt would win the 
international side, was 
beaten by Tom Kollins for the 
first major upset of the 
tournament. This gave an 
inkling of the things to come. 

The caliber of play was fan
tastic by the players in both 
divisions and the spectators 
were trea ted to truly fine 
play throughout the weekend. 

Eric Connelly, from Miami , 
Florida, became the first 
United States Open winner 
nipping ISL teammate, Tom 
Kollins on the black to edge 
out a victory in the final. 

Jim Hausman, left, of the 
I nternat ional Snooker 
League, and Ray Aorams, 
sponsor of the f irst U.S. 
Open Snooker event 

Kollins had really come to 
play and seemed to gain 
strength with every match. 
His approach and game never 

Continued on Page 14 

1978 
CITRUS OPE.N 

$5,000 '-BALL TOURNAMENT 
JANUARY 16th thr. JANUARY 22nd 

Eleven out of Twenty-One Games 
1 st Prize - $2,000 Prizes thru 12th Place 
Entry Fee: $125.00 

BAKER'S BILLIARDS 
1811 N. Tampa Street, Tampa, Florida 

Double Elimination 
2nd Prize - $1,000 

Drawing 6:00 p.m. January 16th 

Phone 813-226-6541 
A. G. Baker 

/ 
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Venzke's 
View 
from 
the 
bleachers 

As the BCA's Statistics 
Committee Chairman (a 
title that really means 
" US Open R,ecord 
Keeper" ), I find myself 
at this time of the year 
completing the compila
tion ofthe up-dated stats I 
keep on all US Open play 
and players. This year 
the res ul ts are perhaps 
more interesting than 
usual. 

The 1977 Open saw 27 ' By BRUCE VENZKE 
individual records or tied 
(24 broken, 3 tied). The 
men's division, played for the first time with 16 
players, accounted for eleven new marks, five of 
them created by virtue of the smaller-sized field . 

Tom Jennings garnered all five records predicated 
on the 1,6-man field: most balls, 1235; most games; 8; 
most games won, 7;-most innings, 165; and fewest 
innings by champion, 165. 

Dallas West and Joe Balsill increased their joint 
record for most Opens played from 11 to 12, both 
having appeared in all Opens since the 1966 men's 
inaugural. 

West jumped ahead of Luther Lassiter for the lead 
in career innings play~d, with a 983 total. (Balsis also 
moved up to 3rd here, with 959, only 18 behind 
Lassiter .) 

The remaining four. new men's records are all 

Balsis', wi th three of them being up-da ted marks of 
standards he held after the '76 Open: most games 
played, 77 ; most games won, 55; and most balls , 
10,026 (making Joe the only man to have sunk over 
10,000 balls in Open play ). 

And finally , Joe jumped ahead of Steve Mizerak 
for the top spot in career money winnings, now 
leading that category with $27,625. 

In all , of the 40 U.S. Open men's division records 
we keep , Joe Balsis holds (or co-holds) ten. No one 
has more, and for good reason : Broadway Joe is one 
of the all-time best. 

But how about that other J.B. in that other 
division??!! 1977 was the year that Jean Balukas 
merely tied three exis ting records and set 13 other 
new ones. 01' Mean Jean now holds (or co-holds) 17 
women's division records (out of 37), including every 
single purely superlative record there is. Her 
onslaught on the record book in 1977 was astounding. 

The one record that threatened to withstand her 
attack had stood firmly for 10 years : high run in the 
money - 40 by Dorothy Wise in 1967. But the 
women's division was only in it's second round when 
the 01 ' Meanie cracked off a solid. 51 against Vicki 
Frechen. It 's not exactly easy to crack that 50 
barrier when playing 75-point matches . 

of' course; the tournament wasn't even that old 
when J .B. set a new best game standard that might 
lastfor as long as there are U.S . Opens: 3 innings (75 
points) , against Belinda Campos in the first round . 

'Jean merely ran 37 , 15, ·23-and-out. 
Her championship match win also set a best-game 

record for 100-point games : 19 innings (versus Gloria 
Walker>. 

Such scoring also set a new BPI average record for 
a tournamen~ : 4.71 (previous 'best was her own 3.54 of 
1975). The next best BPI in this Open was Gloria 
Walker's 2.57. Quite a differential there. 

Jean also naturally shattered the old mark for 
fewest innings by a champion (8-woman field), the 87 
posted by Dorothy Wise. Balukas took just 69 innings 
to put the '77 championship away. 

Two other Wise-held records that Jean wrenched 
away were those that were undoubtedly paramount 
in importance to her: most Open titles, and most 
consecu ti ve .Open ti ties: 6 in both cases. 

She also displaced Mrs. Wise as the best career 
winner (minimwn 3 Opens or 10 games) by running 
her record to 35-6, for an amazing .854 winnin~ 
percentage. Strong. 

Almost as strong as Jean's new record for con-

( 

NOT JUST ANOTHER BRIDGE HEAD 

secutive match victories; 29 straigl)t, from 1972-1977. 
When you ponder that a bit, it's virtually unbe
lievable.-
'. Jean climbed into the lead for career games won, 
also, tying Gera.ldine Titcomb with 35. 

She improved her career balls-per-game average 
mark to 73.56. 

Jean Balukas 

Joe Balsis Dallas West 

She raised her career BPI average record to 2.51. 
And she lengthened her lead in career money 

earnings ($12,800) to virtually 3 times her nearest 
rival 's total ($4,300 by Gerry Titcomb). 

Add to all that her new record for high balls-per
game average, tournament, of 81.25, plus her tying 
Wise for the most high n,m awards , career, 4 and 
what do you have? ~ 

You have a s~tistical profile, in brief, of an 
excellence and dominance by Miss Jean Balukas 
that is unrivaled anywhere in professional sport. It's 
truly a pleasure to document such activity, 

Oh, yes. Ther's one other key statistic. How old is 
she now?? That's the one that reaDy boggles my 
min~!! 

That's the last look from the bleachers for 1977. 
Best wishes to everyone for the Holidays and the 
New Year . Be ·sure to come back and join me up here 
next year ... I'll save you a seat. 

Do You Sell Cues? 

Easy Fit Tapered Hole 
~---"--" 

BRIDGE STICK CLEARS 
lAW WHEN SHOOTING 
INIETWEEN THEM IN 
UPRIGHT POSITION 

SLOT ENQ WHICH ALWAYS RESTS ON TABLE SURFACE IS 
%" WIDER THAN SHOOTING END. STABILITY IS INCREASED 
25% WHICH IS VERY IMPORTANT WHEN USING ONE BRIDGE 
HEAD IN UPRIGHT POSITION OR TWO INTERLOCKED AS 
SHOWN ABOVE. 

$1 .45 Each Bridge Head 
Buy Three Get One FREE 
Specify Pool or Snooker 

Billiard Rooms 
One Each beneath Each Table 

Permits over 20 Variable Heights 

Add only 70c postage -
regardless of order size 

Send check or money order 
Russo Interlocking Bridge 

P.O. Box 629 
Trenton . New Jersey 08608 

THEN YOU WILL WANT TO BE THE FIRST 

IN YOUR AREA WITH THE NEW 

CUCZI 
'LIMITED PRODUCTION MODELS 

, INTERESTED DEALERS 

PLEASE CALL 918-663-6222 

OR WRITE 

P.O. BOX 35069, TULSA, OKLAHOMA 74135 

I 



Kollins' 
Kolumn 
Things your mother 

never told you 

The jump shot 
has been res
ponsible for its 
fair share of 
arguments (or at 
least heated dis
cussions) over a 
pool table. The 
rule book, 
however, is quite 
clear in this area 
as to w ha t is legal 
and what is not. 
H the cue ball is 
struck above its 

By TOM KOLLINS 

horizontal center, causing it to jump or bounce, 
the shot is legal. It is illegal to scoop under the 
cue ball in order to jump over an object ball 
that has YQu stymied. The-same rule applies to 
billiards, as well as pool. In snooker, all jump 
shots are illegal. 

Since the, jump shot can be a very useful 
tool in certain situations , you might like to try 

your hand at it while practicing. But until you 
become adept at it, you'd better do it only on 
your home table. Most room owners regard the 
jump shot with the same trepidation that they 
ordinarily reserve for the masse. 

To make the cue ball jump, all you have to 
do is raise the butt end of your stick about a foot 
higher than the tip , and strike the ball above 
center with a moderately hard stroke. You will 
not be able to jump over an entire object ball , 
but you will be able to avoid hitting the edges of 
any ball that might be partially blocking your 
path. The object ball also bounces when you 
strike the cue ball in this'manner, so that it too 
can be played in to pockets tha t are not ' 
apparently available. 

When_ you shoot a ball into a rail with a 
jump stroke, a number of things could happen. 
The ball might bounce off the cushion onto the 
floor . It might bounce off the cushion back onto 
the table . Or if you're having a particularly bad 
run of luck , it could bounce back and hit you in 

. the nose . Practice is the only thing that will 
enable you to predict the result. 

Now that you know what happens when you 
raise the butt end of the cue , it is much easier to 
understand why you have been instructed to 
keep the cue as level as possible on all ordinary 
shots. You want the cue ball to roll , not bounce, 
resulting in an action that is predictable. Be 
espectally careful to hold your cue level when 
shooting hard such as on a break shot (you 
could jump off the table ), or when cutting an 
object ball very thin (you could jump over the 
edge and miss the ball completely) . 

You can test your own jump stroke by 
placing the triangle on end at the head string, 
put your cue ball about eighteen inches from it, 
and try to go through the rack without knocking 
it over. 

In no time at all you'll be giving exhibitions 
of your own . . 
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Wo,ldSedes. of Pool 
slated for February 

The 1978 Invitational World 
Series of Pool will be held 
February 10th-19th at the 
Jack & Jill Cue Club in 
Arlington, Va. The following 
players have been invited to 
compete in the black lie ' 
round robin nine ball and 
straight pool tournament: 

Defending champion Steve 
Mizerak , Jr., Irving Crane, 
Luther Lassit~r, Jim Rempe, 
Larry Lisciotti , Mike Sigel 

and Louie Roberts . 
The winner of the tourna

ment will receive, in addition 
to first place prize. mopey, a 
gold signet . ring engraved 
" 1978 WORLD POOL CHAM
PION". 

For any additional in- • 
formation contact tourna
ment director Bill "Weenie 
Beenie" Staton at the Jack & 
Jill Cue Club, 'Z707 S. Wake
field , Arlington , Virginia 
22204. 

THE STIIDIRD OF THE IIDUSTRI 

it few *= = ... 
MEUCCI ORIGINALS 

1812 GETWELL, IEIPHIS, TEll. 38111 .. 
Phone: (901) 743-8921 , 

Precision - Solid Hit -,Quality Custom Cues 
Made to Your Personal Design 

by BOB MEUCCI 

TERRITORIAL FRANCHISE INQUIRIES INVITED 

Mfg. by MEUCCI ORIGINALS . Designed by 

• THE ULTIMATE WEAPON IS A REVOLUTIONARY NEW DESIGN 
IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF A CUSTOM CUE. 

• THIS NEW DESIGN APPLIES THE MAXIMUM OF ENGLISH WITH 
MINIMUM OF STROKE. 

• THIS ENABLES THE PLAYER TO DO MORE THAN EVER 
BEFORE WITH THE SAME STROKE. 

TO GET DETAILS AND FREE BROCHURE: 

CONTACT 

LARRY HUBBART 

124 No.1 Deerhurst Lane 

Webster, New York 14580 

Phone (716) 671-3615 

'" DEALER DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 

personally invi te you to 
experience the ult im ate in 
feg], balance and p lay · of 
the fin est custom cue avail
abre today . 

LARRY HUBBART 
Winner of 77 World 8-Ball 

Winner of 77 World 9-Ball 
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AND 

THE BACK OF 'HIS' PRINTED WITH THE SLOGAN ... "1 GOT THE SHAFT" ALONG WITH A CUE STICK SHAFT. 
THE BACK"OF 'HER' HAS THE SLOGAN '"'I GOT THE BUTT" WITH A CUE STICK BUTT. -

FRONT OF SHIRT HAS EITHER A NINE BALL RACK OR 15 RACKED BALLS. 

GET INTO THIS YEAR'S POOL SEASON IN STYLE. 

BE PROUD OF YOUR SPORT. IDEAL GIFT FOR CHRISTMAS 

OR JUST ANYT"IME. ORDER YOURS TODAY! 

. T-Shirt .... $5.95 Each - 510.95 Set of 2 - His and Hers--

Sweatshirt .... $9.95 Each - 518.95 Set of 2 "- His and Hers 

Price includes taxes and all handling and shipping charges. When ordering please indicate size S-M-L-XI. 
If ordering one shirt, indicate if 'H is' or 'Hers', sweatsh irt or T-shirt . 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED. 
GOOD ADVERTISING ITEM. 

ROOMS, BARS, COLLEGES, UNIVERSITIES 
CAN HAVE THEIR NAME ON FRONT. 

# 

• DEALERS WRITE FOR WHOLESALE PRICES. .. 

/ 

/ 

1 

-
.. 

j 

., , 

SE D CHECK or MONEY ORDER 

HAROLD'S 
POOL PARLOUR INC. 

25 W. 775 LAKE STREET 
ROSELLE, ILLINOIS 60172 

.. 



.-

December, 1977-THE.NATIONAL BI LLiARD NEWS- Page 9 

Fats vs. 'Superslroke' 

Photos by 
Connie Falkiewicz 

Billiard 

··Cloth 
• Balls 
• Cues 

THE HENRY W. T. MALI & CO., INC. 
257 PARK AVENUE SOUTH, NEW YORK, N.Y. 100 10 

(212) 475-49.60 

'1 didn't come here to lose' 

Outcom •• of the 

'Match of the Century' 
comes as no surprise 
October 22, 1977. In the ballroom of the New 
York Waldorf Astoria several hundred people 
have gathered to witness what has been billed as 
'The Match of the Century.' Minnesota Fats and 
Bruce Christopher are going to play heads-up 8-
ball for all the glory. Under the glaring lights of 
ABC's Wide World of Sports, the limber tongue 
of Howard Cosell, and the watchful eye of Willie 
Mosconi, Fatty polishes 'Superstroke' off, 9-6. 
So who diCin't know that? 

'1 ask you, how's he gonna beat me?' . Christopher's last chance 

Wondering what to give him? 
Make it an ALL NEW 

STA·STRAIGHT 
CUE HOLDER 

Helps keep cues straight. 

Check these features : 
Attractive all wood construction 
with oak face and dark Mediter-
ranean finish. 
Easy to use-just insert to hang. 
It's up and out to remove-a 
real conversation piece. 
Score keeper with quality Ameri
can made beads. 
Ideal for low ceilings. 

Regular Price $29.95 # 

NOW SAVE $10.07 
Special I'ntroductory Offer 

, Only 

$19.88 
Order from . WALKER WOOD PRODUCTS 

4089 Remembrance Rd. N.W. 
. Grand Rapids, Mich. 49504 616-453-5861 

Write for Quantity Dealer Prices 

/ 
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Dealh eDds 
BILLIARD SUPPLIES 

3297 12 Mile Road 
Berkley, Mich. 48072 

(313) 545-7222 

EraieLager's 
lasl malch 
Reprinted from the 
Neptune City, 
New Jersey Press 

By ED REITER 
Press Staff Writer ' 

NEPTUNE CITY -
Ernie Lager's long.battle is ' 

over. 

" His five-year fight with 
cancer ended Wednesday 
when Lager, of 94 Riverview 
Ave., an Asbury Park bus
inessman and professional 
pool player, died at J_ersey _ 
Shore Medical Center, 
Neptune. 

This was one match the 47-
year-old Lager knew he 
couldn't win; he held off the 
disease for several years -
but then, last December, it 
struck with greater fury than 
ever, and from tha t point on 
he never really had, a shot. 

Right to the end, though, he 
fought with all the strength 
his pain-wracked body could 
muster. 

"He fought all the way - to 
the minute he died," his wife, 
Joan, said yesterday, her 
grief no less for the fact she 
had months to prepare. 

And right to the end, his 

greatest concern was not that 
he was dying, but how well his 
wife and five children would 
live when he was gone. 

, . 
"The thing he wanted 

most," Mrs . Lager said, "was 
to see me get myself together 
and go on with my life . And I 
really think th,is is what kept 
him alive so long : I don't 
think he felt I was capable of 
getting by, so he fought for 
time to help me get , 
prepared. ' , 

She feels she was · ready 
when the end did come - and 
she thinks Ernie felt that 
way, ~oo. 

"The last thing I said to him 
Wednesday afternoon was, 
'Ernie, are you OK? If you 
are, squeeze my hand.' He 
squeezed myhand, and just a 
moment afterward he died. 

"He told me all along that 
he wouldn't go until he 
thought I was OK, and I think 
that squeeze told him 'I'd be 
all right. He died peacefully, 
knowing that I would be OK." , 

A. , Ernest Lager was the 
name he was born with in 
Bayside, N.Y. , but to those 
who knew him, he always was 
just plain Ernie., He spent his 

Continued on Page 23 

Burton Spain Spet;J:ks: 
. Since 1965 I have made 4-prong inlaid cue blanks for such 

t qp cue-makers as Frank Paradise, George Balabushka,.Craig 
Petersen, Viking, Palmer, Dick Helmstetter andil1llny ot
hers. I h,av:7 also provided shafts and other supplies to ~any , 
cue-makers, Dur'ing these years I have made a few custom ' 

cues for local players only. 

I have now developed a line of cues of such precision and 
design- emphasis on hit, balance and feel - that I want to 
offer them nationally. THESE CUES ARE SO WELL 

MADE THAT I GUARANTEE THEM-IN WRITING-FOR 
TWO YEARS. Shafts are interchangeable-you need not 
send your butt to get a new shaft! Joints are an unique new 
design of Delrin to_Delrin . Also available, as brass to Delrin 

and nickel silver to Delrin. 

These cues begin at $40 for a simple but attractive cue of 
merry-widow style. Four-prong inlaid models of ebony, 
bird's-eye maple and other fine woods run from $110 to 
$300. Six-prong models sell ~t $250 and $350, Altogether 
1_ am offering 16 models-call or send for a large color pic
ture and descriptive literature . 

Burton Spain Co. 
3724 W. DIVISION. CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

(312) 235-2811 

Dealer Inquiries 

COMPLETE LINE 
OF BILLIARD BOOKS 

MOSGONI (RED BOOK) 
on Pocket Billiards ......... $1.45 

WINNING POCKET BILLIARDS . 
by Mosconi ....... .. ........ 2.50 

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF BILLIARDS 
by Holliday ................ 5.95 

POSITION PLAY FOR HI -RUNS 
by Holliday ................ 2.50 

MINNESOTA FATS ON POOL 
by Minnesota Fats .. .......... 1.95 

CANN I FAX CHARTS 
ON 3,-CUSHION ............ 1.00 

GAMES OF BILLIARDS 
by Cottingham ..•.......... 2.95 

BILLIARDS AS IT SHOULD 
BE PLAYED 
by Willie Hoppe ......... . ... 5.95 

McGOORTY -
by Bob Byrne ........... . ' .. 6.95 

BILLIARDS FOR EVERYONE 
by L. Lassiter ..... . ........ 2.95 

HISTORY OF BILLIARDS 
by Hendricks ....• ; ..•...... 3.95 

CATALOGUE REPRINT 
by Brunswick (Historical) ..... 3.95 

SNOOKER 
by Ted Lowe ............... 8.95 

SNOOKER & BILLIARDS ' 
Official Rule Book - Rules by 
Billiards & Snooker Council ... 1.95 

BILLIARD FACTS 
Product Knowledge-NSGA .... 1.00 

TRICK AND FANCy 'SHOTS 
by Jimmy Caras ............. 2.50 

SPENCER ON SNOOKER ....... 10.95 
COMPLETE SNOOKER 

by Joe Davis .............. 14.95 ' 
TACKLE SNOOKER 

by Pulman ................. 8.95 
ENGLISH BILLIARD RULES 

per Sheet .................. 1.95 
, SNOOKER RULES 

per Sheet . . ... . ........... . 1.95 
RUSSIAN POOL RULES 

per Sheet ....... . .......... 1.9!i 
OFFICfAL RULES-ALL GAMES 

English Book ............... 4.95 
SKITTLE POOL RULES 

per Card ... . ............... 75c 
WALL POSTERS' 

Gleason or Newman from movie 
'The Hustler-Each . ... . . .. .. 2.50 

Add 75c for Postllge and Handling 

PLEASE SEND CHECK 
OR MONEY ORDER WITH ORDER 

FOR IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT. 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED. 

\~" _ _ - "' - ~ ~ . _ ..... ~ __ ~. _ _ •• _ _ ..... _. __ _ .... _ , ~ _ ..... __ ~. _, .... _ _ ' _".~" ' _ _ ~ .'-,~.- ~'- ~ . J' ,11 ....... _ ..... \ , 1: 

- ______ ~_.-:. __ :_"':-'___=~_-.=--_-.=::: ::'=._ ;:: =;: - = _:.. .:. .=.=::. = - =---=,,'-:"=- __ _ ~_ -=-,:,.: . • ::::_ .•. . ...::..--=...=-=--_-::..7_.-=-=---..=.:-=--...:....::..--_-,::.:;;;::: :" .. /' 

The NlW 
Improved 

BRAD 
SCUFFER 

$3~.! 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

lEW 100lS IDDED - , 

TO OUR LIIE FOR YOU: 

THE HUSTLER 
by Walter Tevis ......... . .. $2.50 

POCKET BILLIARDS 
by I rving Crane ......... : ... 2.50 

HOW TO WIN AT POCKET BILLIARDS 
by E. D. Knuchell ... ~ ....... 3.00 

BILLIARD GAMES, RULES, 
TRICKSHOTS 
by Joe Balsis ..... ' .......... 1.95 

'SYSTEMITIC II'LLIIRDS 
by Allan Gilbert, 

U.S. Champion ... 10.95 

SUPER ARAMITH BELGIAN 

SNOOKER SET 
15 Reds, 6 Colors, Cue Ball 

-
Reg. $75.00 

NOW 

Includes 2 l/S" 'Brunswick Triangle" , 

Add $2.'50 f~.r UPS and Handling 

SEND FOR OUR CATALOG NOW! 
ONLY $1.00 

Q-Master has put together some of the info ,that 
will be of interest to bill iard rooms and pool b uffs 
all over the wor ld , In addition to i nstruct ions o n 
how to cover a po ol table , we have included in this 
collectors' item : everything you have wan t ed to 
know about pool balls, cloth, cue st icks and a lo t 
of inform<l,tion on what to look f or In buying a 
pool table, • 

Q~§i'I':E" 
U,S , 
Headquarters 

,', 

DON 'T PLA YWI TH 
STRANGERS 

3297 Twelve Mile Rd. 
Berkley, Mich. 48072 
(313) 545-7222 

--

/ 



· U .1. Inooker 
CODtrol CouDcil 
looks 10 future 

During the International 
Snooker Tournament and the 
U.S. Snooker Open there was 
a meeting of the minds 
responsible for the resur
gence of championship 
snooker in the United States. 

Executive Director Jim 
Hausman feels certain that 
this meeting was most 
successful as a step towards 
the Snook.er Control Councils 
glowing future. The group is 
looking forward to increased 
interest and participation in 
the game of snooker · through
out the States. 

Snooker is a game which 
deserves to become a favorite 
of Americans as exposure to 
and knowledge of this intri
guing and skillful game is 
slowly and . carefully 
developed throughout the 
USA. Director Hausman is 
working on prospec,ts of 
development and interested 
players and participants in 
council work in the Far West 
and the Mountain States. 

You may contact him 
through the .National Billiard 
News. . 

The board 
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U.S. Snooker Control Council: L to R .- Jim Knisley, Ray 
Abrams, Eric Connelly, Connie Falkiewicz, Herb Lehmann, 
Conrad Burkman, Tom_Kollins, Jim Hausman 

Jack Ipoerl sparkles 
,. 

DANNY JANES 

iD WisconsiD lourDaDleDI JOSS CUES 
TOWSON, MARYLAND 

By BRUCE VENZKE 

Jack Spoerl of Madison, 
shooting a steady game of 
nineball, won the West AllIs 
Pool & Supply-BCW State 
championship Qualifier held 
October 23 a t Ebony Cue 
BilHards in Milwaukee. 

Sanctioned by the Billiard 
Congress of Wisconsin, this 
6th tour stop out of 10 monthly 
events drew 20 players to 
battle for the qualifying 
points that will determine the 
field for the BCW's Wisconsin 
Nineball Championships to be 
held in April , 1978. 

There were four round 

robin brackets of five players 
for the preliminaries, and 
Spoerl was the only unde
feated shooter in the bracket 
play. Behind him in bracket 
no . 1 came this writer , 
surviving a double-playoff 
with Mark "Whoosh" Wilson 
and Don Brucker <both play
offs were 4-3) ~ (Two top fin
ishers in each bracket com
prised the finalists for the 
single elimination races to 
10.) 

Bracket no. 2 was likewise 
a Madison-first, Milwaukee
second finish, as the smooth
stroking Jim Fitzpatrick won 
the bracket on points over Bill 

SUPER' 
CRYST ALATE BALLS 
Special Introductory Offer 

$55.00 per Set 

Limited Supplies 

While They Last 

ThE • o~ 
BROKEN CUE\ 

BH.L'ARD SUPPLY 

1407 CARLING AVENUE . 
OTTAWA, ONT. K1Z 7L6 

TELEPHONE 1·613·722·7945 

Mielke. as they both went 3-1. 
Eliminated with 2-2 records 

Continued on Page 15 

8741 A~ Mylander Lane - Towson, Maryland 21\204 

(301). 821-0064 

.~ 

Here's lIThe Hustler"-Original Sarnoff 
16"x20" Full Color 
Lithograph, $3.50 
"The Hustler" is one of 5 deluxe, doggy, delightful 
multi·color reproductions from Arthur Sarnoff's amus· 
ing artistry. Each lithograp~ is over 2 square feet of 
decorative entertainment that everyone will enjoy. Use 
coupon to order by Letter Symbol : 

(A) "The Hustler" (B) "The Scratching Beagle" 
(C) "Jack The Ripper" ~ (D) "Hey! One Leg On The 
Floor" (E) "Scratched At Dawn" . 

$3.50 for 1 print; 2, 3 or 4 prints, $3.00 each; Complete 
Gal/ery Set, 5 prints, $14.00. 

r----------------------
I Billiard Archives, 1113 Dodson I 
: San Pedro, Calif. 90732 I 
I Phone: (213) 833·4518 I 
I Payment enclosed, $, '-- - , __ for __ Prints: I 
I - - _. A ; ... . . .8; . ___ C; _ _ D; ___ E. I 
I 
I .. N~am=e~--------------
I· 
I 7Ad~d~re~ss~---~~-----~---

I 
I "'Ci~ty:----------=St,--ato-e---~Z~ip---

I I We Pay Postage. California 
I residents add 6% sales tax. 

I 0 Send free catalog of Billiard Books, Pictures. 
L ___________ ~----~-----
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THE GREAT EAST 
Billiard News illustration by Alice Baltz 

ABOVE - One of the many local celebrities 
who competed in the Celebrity-Pro-Am event on 
the opening night of the tournament, Detroit 
Tiger baseball star Mickey Stanley. _ 
ABOVE RIGHT - Bob and Eileen Mullen of .O
Master Billiard Supplies in Berkley, Michigan . 
.:rhe Mullen family initially proposed the-idea of 
a pool tournament for charity to Easter Seals, 
and then worked double overtime to help put 
the tournament together. -
ABOVE CENTER - Joyce' Thomas, Special 
Events Chairperson for Easter Seals. Joyce was 
responsible fQr coordinating .all the different· 
facets of the event. 
'ABOVE FAR RIGHT - The one and only 
Minnesota Fats, who, for five days gave his time 
and talentS for ·the benefit of Easter Seals. . 

. ' 
, I' " 1\ 4 h , t- t i, t·.,:, ... 



/ 

December. 1977-THE NATIONAL BILLIARD NEWS:=page 13 

Minnesota Fats is the man. 
Fatty is one of the players that the 

public relates to and his popularity was 
never greater than during the Easter 
Seals Eight Ball Bash held at the 
Pontiac Silver Dome November 2nd, 
3rd, 4th and 5th. The last count is not in 
yet but well over $12,000.00 was raised 
for a very good cause. 

Bob Talbert, a columnist for the Free 
Press and extremely popular in the 
state, was amazed at the popularity of 
the game. The first night featuring the 
celebrities in a single elimination eight 
ball tournament drew a packed house. 

The fans and players alike were 
contributing monies to Easter Seals for 
the enjoyment of playing a game with 

R ·SEAl BILLIARD · BASH 

ABOVE - A happy James Christopher proudly 
displays the enormous trophy he earned for winning 
the Open Division of the tournament, Christopher 
also received $750 for his victory. 
LEFT - Billy 'Cornbread Red' Burge, one of the all 
time great ptayers who donated his time for the 
charity event. 
FAR LEFT - Dennis Geer of Drayton Plains, 
Michigan, plays a game of 8-Ball with Minnesota -
Fats. The going rate to play Fatty was a $50 
donation to Easter Seals, but Fats played this one 
on the house. 

., 

Fats was not alone, for his supporting 
cast included the many volunteer 
workers of Easter Seals, the pool 
players of Michigan and some great 
playing by Jim Christopher, Mike 
Sardelli, Cornbread ' Red, St . Louis 
Louis Roberts, Jim Reid , Vickie 
Frechen, Bernie Schwartz, Harry Soo, 
Chuck Tipton and Chuck Edson. 

There was so much happening in four 
days that it will be difficult to record oq 
these pages in the proper order of 
importance . 

Easter Seals signed up 48 players in 
the "A" division from taverns , clubs 
and fraternal organizations . These 
players qualified through tournaments 
held in their respective play sites . 
Entry fee to this division was $3.00. 
Prizes were given to all the players 
who qualified. 

Easter Seals was able to accomplish 
this with assistance- from many of the 
dealers of home and commercial bil
liard equipment in the greater Metro
politan Detroit area: Bel Air Pools, 
Triangle Pools, Viscount Pools, Saffron 
Billiard Supply , The Cushion and Cue 
Billiard Centers, Wolverine Wood Pro
ducts , La Baron Sports and Billiards, 
and Q Master Billiards. 

Through these dealers some of the 
manufacturers and distributors were 
'contacted for contributions and many 
responded: Imperial Industries, 
Mali Co., Tweeten Fibre Co., O&R 
Industries, and the tables were contri
buted by Champion Billiards 01 Bay 
City, Michigan. It was a team effort. 

The whirlwind hit with Fatty coming 
into town a day early , November 1st, to 
help with the promotion. Needless to 
say, in the field of promotion and public 
relations Minnesota Fats has no equal. 
In the short space of time (36 hours ) 
prior to kick off of the Eight Ball Bash 
Fatty appeared on 5 radio programs, 4 
TV shows and would cheerfully have 
knocked doors to insure the success of 
the project. 

The first night was set aside as Cele
brity Night with the presence of repre
sentatives from all of the media in 
town. Sports celebrities such as the 
Tigers' Mickey Stanley and , Hall 'of 
Farner Dick " Night Train'" Lane, 
members of the Detroit Lions, Lynn 
Boden, Craig Hertwig ' and Doug 
English joined into the fun. 

Th,e ladies of the press, TV and 
Radio, Robbie Timmons and Margaret 
Strom, played pool for the very first 
time in a tournament setting. The 
gentlemen of the press, TV and Radio 
were a bit more experienced and some 
showed a great deal of talent with the 
cue. 

,.. 

Minnesota Fats, Cornbread Red, and 
many of the celebrities . They were 
lined up to put their money up for a 
good cause. 

It cost $50 to play a game with Fatty 
and he was busy all night. A game with 
Cornbread Red and other celebs cost 
the donor $20 and all contributions were 
gratefully accepted. 

The last night of the tournament, 
after all the trophies were handed out, 
a char itable soul contributed $100 to see 
Fats and Red play best out of three 
eight ball. The winner , a lot of crippled 
children . 

Everything started that Celebrity 
night with a cocktail party for the press 
at the estate of Mike Glime, sponsored 
by the Strohs Brewery. 

Mike has a billiard rooin , as every
one should , and Paul Gerni entertained 
everyone with his fancy shooting . 

· Gerni- also~" .attended Uie -Celebrity 
Event at the tournament, contributing 

. his time for the cause. 
It all started in the billiard room a t ~ 

the Glime home and it was a festival in 
pool for the Greater Detroit fans. What 
could be more successful thllD a 
tournament that drew record crowds, 
kept pool in the news media for 5 days, 
provided an entertaining event for the 
fans and raised a good sum for a great 
cause? 

There were two big winners, the 
"pool game" and The- Easter Seals 
Crippled Childrens Societies. 

The tournament director for the 
event was Conrad Burkman, the 
coordinators were Ray Abrams and 
Bob Mullen. These names may be 
familiar to you as the publishers of the 
National Billiard News. . 

This had been a project we have been 
interested in for many years and 
through Easter Seals' Joyce Thomas 
we were given the opportunity to put 
some of our ideas into practice. True, 
there was some confusion to start with 
because of the lack of preparation 
time, but with the help of many kind 
people we were able to put this show on 
the road with more .to come. 

We have a commitment from the 
Strph's Brewery for a minimum of 
$15,000 for next year's Eigttt Ball Bash. 
We have toe potential use of a hall for 
next year with over 10,000 square feet 

· and we are planning . on 4 ·days of 
tournaments for over 1000 players. 
Easter Seals will be working closely 
with the VFW, the Moose, American 
Legion, the Elks and many other 

· fraternal organizations as well as 

Continued on Page 17 
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<Beid 
Continued from Page 3 

poll" the most exciting of the event. . 
See-sawing back and forth, each 

executing Wlbelievable shots, Hubbart 
tied up the match 10-10 with a 9-Ball on 
the break. In the final rack, Hubbart let 
Mataya back to the table and Mataya 
looked unbeatable. After pocketing 
three seemingly impossible shots, the 5 
ball hung on a long cut off the end rail. 
and Hubbart was out from there. 

Hubbart fi~ally suc_cumbed to 

Beilfuss by a score of 11-8. to put 
Beilfu~s in the finals against Reid. 

In the finals, Reid operated on the 
principle that if you don't ' let your 
opponent have a shot, you can't lose, 
and ended the tournament Wldefeated 
with an 11-4 win over Beilfuss. 

As a side event for the night owls, 
there was a mini-midnight single
elimination tournament. This proved a 
huge success with a full field of 32 
players both nights. Friday night's 
tourney was won by Tom Spencer of 

Des Plaines, Illinois and Saturday 
night first place went to Blaine Sell of 
Grand Rapids, MI. / 

On hand exhibitijlg their wares were 
Bill Stroud of Joss West Cues ; Larry 
Hubbart with his Hubbart Originals; 
Willie Munson of Willie's Beads; and 
Joe Farhat's display of Viking Cues. 

Final standings are as follows: 
1st~Jimmy Reid, $1,000 ; 2nd-Mark 

Beilfuss, 600; 3rd- Larry Hubbart, 400; 
4th--,.Jim Mataya, 300; 5th-Danna 
Hallet, 200; 6th-Louie ~oberts, 100. 

0000000010.0000100000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000001000 
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- nelly and International win- the up and up. 

18'0' 0' ker- ner Erwin Budge. Rick Har
hgan Sr. came to the rescue 
and shelled out $100.00 for the 
winner . Young Rick Jr. 

Young Harrigan is the . 
youngest licensed referee in 
Canada and did a fantastic 
job of handling the matches. 

seen anywhere during the 
playoff as Connelly came 
from a 2.0 deficit to win the 
match four frames to three . 
. Both players were superb in 
their shot selection and their 
execution. A real treat. 

After the match the winner 
and the loser along with the 
tournament promoter 
adjurned to the Hotel 10Wlge 
'for a victory drink. The loser 
bought. Have you ever seen 
that in a pool tournament? Continued from Page 5 

varied. Players in the know 
credit his finish with this fact. 

Herb Lehmann ended up 
third in a tie with home
towner Jimmy Reid. Herb, 
who had been playing very 
well thoughout, ended up on 
the short end of his match 
with Kollins, perhaps because 
of the disruption caused by 
Australian, Richard Thac
wray, who showed possibly 
the worst sportsmanship ever 
witnessed at a tournament. 

LOCal favorite Jimmy Reid 
did very well converting to 
the big 6 x 12 and iii ished in a 
tie for third place with I~er~o 
Lehmann. Reid will be a 

- definite threat in the 1978 
tournament. 

The International side was 
captured by another ISL 
player, Erwin Budge, of the 
Broken Cue Billiard Supply in 
Ottawa. Budge, playing his 
usual strong game, edged out 
Mario Morra for the Interna
tional title. 

Windsorite, Bob Pare and 
American Tom Kollins 
finished in a tie for third. 
Kollins finished in the strong 
international field was a wel
come surprise. " 

Canadian, Mario Morra 
took tourney hi break money 
put up by Connie Fal!ti~wicz. 
Sponsors put up a trophy for 
the playoff between the 
American winner, Eric Con-

- CUE' TIPS 
Black French Leather 

12mm 13mm 14mm 

Minimum order of 5 

$100. Each 
12 for $10.00 

Wide World of BifUards 
3360 Ainsworth Ct. 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45239 
Send .... -..... Size .... . 
Name ............... . 
-Address '. ' ~ .......... -.. 
City ... .. -; .... State .... . 
Zip. •••...... :. 

officiated the match just to 
make-sure everything was on 

The fans were treated to 
some of the finest snooker 

CONTROL 
IS THE 
NAME

OF THE~ 

GAME 

A separate customer display on back 
LeIs your cuslomers see separalely. o n 
requesl, jusl how much time and money 
Ihey've spent. 

AT LAST! A COMPUTER DESIGNED BY sbMEONE IN THE BUSINESS 

48/6 IS BEST 
BECAUSE 

Cue-Nique 48/6 is a lolally Solid Slate 
Micro Compuler .. . Ihe newesl innova: 
lion for efficienl billiard ~arlor and 
lime-based bowling lane management. 
It has a number of advanlages over 
conventional c1ock/ counlers wilh 
mechanical melers. 

No more hard-Io-read meters 
Large. well-illuminated num~rs on 
electronic d-isplay s arc easy io rcad. 
Numbe rs arc a half inch tall. 

Handles up to 48 ubles .. . or lanes 
Our basil' l'Olllputcr (omes equipped to 
handk 12 lables or lanes. Any number can 
be added .. . up to 411 _ _ . without changing 
Ihe size of the romputer. 

And up to 6 players per uble 
The Cue-Niquc 411/6 makes it easy to add or 
sublracl players al any point during a !lame 
and aulomali,'aIIy changes the dollar rale 
according to the number of players. 

Now you ,can see elapsed time 
AI any time . our computer can mow you 
and your <,ustomers how long a table has 
been in use. number of players and dollar 
amount owed. 

Impossible to forget to reset 
Each lime a new table is starled . Ihe 
compuler is aulomatically reset ., . . 
culs out confusing and costly errors. 

Also a real time clock 
When Ihe C'ue-Nique 48/6 isn't giving 
table or lane information, it works as 
a clock . . _ giving Ihe correct lime of day_ 

Hourly rates 
May be changed by owner al any lime. 

Perfect for College Unions 
Can conlrol entire union; pool and 
billiards. lable lennis, foose ball, 
bowling, elc .... 

ALL with one 48/ 6 

48/6 CONTROL / 
IS (~O"'PLETE 

Unit is small, compact and eliminates 
employee error . 
It l'an sit right nl'\t to thl' r ash rcgi st c..' r. allowin~ 
cmployt:l'S and L'usto l11 c r'\ to chl'c k cash n:gistc..' T 
lab against co mpu1e r ligures_ 

Two key system 
A must fOT chain opl'ration o r ahSl' ntc c o wncrShi~. 

Customers can run a tab-for non-game items. 
When customers make other purchases. push 
lab button . Com puler will make nole Ihal non· 
game ite ms have been purchased_ AI . the end 
of game. flashing display will remind you' lo add 
oulside purchase. · CUSIOn)er pays only once. 

Maximum Income 
During peak hours 48/6 ca'n aUlomalicaily 
change over from special rales (such as 
single player or practice rale~ 10 regular 
rales when alllables are in use). 

Counts Customers 
End of day checkoul gives you cuslomer 
count , and Iransaclion count. 

Inventory Feature 
let s you know at a glance your Cue 
inventury . 

Tables in use Display 
Shows you alglance which tables arc 
in usc. bell tablc has its own LED display. 

Minimum Charge 
I-or 1-6 pla ycr.<. may be programmed 
into 48/ 6. 

Cue Rental Control 
Allows you 10 re nt cues; adds rental 
fcc to table total; and flashing display 
remind s you to rC4uc st rcnla] cue. 

And the Cue-Nique 48/6 Costs Less 
.J\. II of t hl'SC ,.:os l ~ and time-saving features 
are part of the Cue-Nique 4R/6. ::at a 
price le ss than co nventional clock/ counlers. 
Contact us for mo re info rmation and an 
estimale. We know you'U be surprised how 
inexpensive Ihe Cue-Nique 48/6 really is. 

CUE-NIQUE MICRO-LOGIC MFG., L TO. 
317 W.Gorham St .. 
Madison, Wisconsin 53703 
Phone (608) 251-1134 



Spoerl 
sparkles 
Continued from Page 11 

here were Kenosha's Ron 
Schneider and Milwaukee 
veteran Willie Munson. 

The no. 3 bracket's top two 
spots were taken in the same 

, manner as no . 2's (3-1 
records) by Terry Romine, 
currently the tour's steadiest 
player with four straight 
finishes in, the top eight, and 
Craig Powers, who played an 
exceptional brand of fine 
ninebalI all day . 

Chuck Olla, the only two
time winner~Qn the tour, took 
the top spot in bracket no. 4, 
losing only one match to first 
time tour player Jim Kara
manis by 7-4. The other finals' 
slot went .to Green Bay's 
Malcom Beu after he tri
umphed over Karamanis and 
Tom Pritchard in a double-

_ playoff, taking both playoffs 
by narrow 4-3 margins. 

Tournanii rit bit~~tor ~ve 
Batchelor gave the eight 
finalists an hour's break for 
dinner and then drew them 
onto the single elimination 
board. At'7:00 p.m., the finals 
were underway. 

Spoerl met Romine in their 
first · pairing; and neither 
seemed - at their best, as 
Spoerl got by Romine with a 
10-7 victory: But it seemed to 
serve as a perfect warm-up 

for Spoerl as be was sharp :.r: 
his next match . a 10-3 \i c _ 
over Fitzpatrick. Fitz bad 
done exactly the same 0 Be 
in their first round match. So 
Spoerl was in the finals . 

Power met Venzke in the 
first round, and continued his 
fine play with an easy 10-4 
win. At the same time , OlIa 
emerged from a tough 
struggle with Mielke as the 
victor of a 10-8 decision. But 
the score was now to be 

l reversed on 011a, as it had 
with Fitz, and Powers took a 
very nicely played 10-8 win 
from 011a to make the final 
rna tch wi th Spoerl. 

The difference in the fi~al 
set appeared to be a matter of 
tournament pressure, and 
Spoerl's greater experience 
was probably the deciding 
factor . 

Power 's sharpness seemed 
to lose a bit o(,it's edge in the 
crucial situations that often 
seem to swing a rna tch one 
way or the other, and after a 
couple such critical 
junctures , the momentum 
clearly swung in Spoerl's 
favor . 

H.e took quick advantage to 
take home a 10-4 victory and 
his first championship. A 
well-deserved runner-up 
finish fot Powers, with Fitz-

0'- patrick taking 3rdwith a 4-1 
playoff win over Olla. . 

The money winners and 
their qualifying points: 

1. Jack Spoerl, (17) $200; 2. 
Craig Powers , (13) $110; 3. 
Jim Fitzpatrick, ' (10) $60 ; 4. 
Chuck OlIa, (8) $30; 5. Bill 
Mielke, (6) $25 ; 6. Terry 
Romine, (6) $25; 7. Bruce 
Venzke , (6) $25; 8. Malcom 
Beu, (6) $25. -

. ~rqool for ~traigqt Jool 
WE'RE IN CHICAGO NOW, READY 

TO PUTYOURGAMETOGETHER AT: 
\ 

BOB'S BILLIARDS 
4637 ~. Milwau~~e Ave. Chicago, III. 60630 

Bob R ies, Proprietor 

1978 CLASS SCHEDULE 
Jan. 16-20 
Feb. 13-17 
March 13-17 
April 10-14 · 
May 15-19 
June 12-16 
July 10-14 
Aug. 14-18 

For further infor
mation-write or 
call: 

Tom Kollins 
9953 South Hill Terrace 
No. 29-316 
Palos Hills, III 60465 
(312) 599-5274 

H you have the facilities and four o r more students. the School for Straight 
Pool can come to Yl?u. Write or call for details. 
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The Backbone Of Winners 

~' II • __ ..- ..-. r-

.1 - e world have one thing In ' common they select 
-sho t. 

Hertz is t e lad i g uer in Taiwan for those champion line of cues. Eighty 
versat ile desig s ~ der sel ecti on and in demand in 24 cou,ntries. 
Hertz ex ported 600.00il pieces to U. S. A. in last season for only two 
good reasons: u a c ed al i ry & un matched price. Find out 
yourself righ t now, yo _'11 be surpri sed the results 
after .you try Hertz Cues. 

Hertz Cues 

W rite for brochure to-

Hertz Wooden Works Co.,Ltd. 
P.O. Box 21-42 Taictlung 
Taiwan 407 Republic Of China 

t - .... , t ~) ~:~ \ C. 'Vdfl -"""iI 4 

~_:.:..;.:. =---__ ~ _ _ ..;::::__=_--=- .:. .::.:..=. . .:.~~::.....:::::.~":::.:::. ... ::_.:::_.::~.:~:;:;~::~; ... ..,:.~_.: "':.. ____ ....... _ ~_ : __ ~ _:-.. ... _~ __ -::..:.. __ -_-_ _ __ -::;-.:: =-=-~ ::=z =-:: -: -::- ... _ =- =:.;: =::-.:. -::":.."::. ':':: ":.:'=-::_:- ~ .r . - :;;--.. -:. "' ;: -: ~~ __ ~ _ .~ '!.. ...;'!.; .... .:...--;.::; :.:-=~:"? ... J 
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When liheir Sliicks geli 
lihisholi" 'maybe Iihey9

11 be 
guaranlieed" liDO. 

tihe hoti stiiok 
witih tihe 0001 

guarantiee. 
MoDermOlilii Sliraiahli shooliin9 

auaranliee lio billiard . 
dealers and players. 

McDermott cues ·are 100% Amer-
. ican made, and ' meet th~ highest 
standards of workmanship. 

McDermott Cue Mfg., Inc. guar
antees each cue will arrive in a 
condition which is free from de
fects . If any McDermott cue is not 
worthy of the name . o r if any 

McDermott cue is received in a 
da~aged or defective condition, it 
may (within 30 days of purchase 
and accompanied by proof of said 
purchase) be returned to the 
McDermott facto ry for free re 
placement or repair. Pool cues will 
be promptly returned to sender. 

McDermott Cue Mfg .. Inc. 
W186 N7137 Marcy Road. 
Menomonee Falls.Wisconsin 53051 
Phone (414) 251-4090 

When your McDermott cue gets there, we know 
you'll like it. In fact, we guarantee it. The look, 

the feeL the play. If it isn 't just the way you like it, 
just send it back, and we'll send you one that is. 

How can we do that when the other guys can't? 
It's not easy. First, it takes the best materials we can 

find . Tough hardwoods from Europe, Asia, South 
'America and the U.S. Beautiful woods that don 't 

lose their looks with age. 

And it takes up to two years. Time to let the 
woods season. That's why McDermott shafts stay so 

. straight and smooth . 

It takes better construction ideas, too. Like our 
tough wood-to-wood joint that doesn't break, or get 

sloppy. or make funny clicking noises. And our 
unique hand-rubbed finish that makes our cues look 

so gbod for so long. 

And it takes a very fussy attitude about hand-tooled 

quality. That's the toughest part. But we figure it 
like this:.what's the point in doing something if you 
don 't have something to shoot for? 

It's a lot, but we think it's worth it. And when you 
hold one of our cues, we think you will, too. In fact , 
we guarantee it. Write for our free full-color catalog. 

r--------------~--------------------------l 
~_ ..... Home of the hot stick 

Send to : McDermott Cue 
WIH6 N7137 Marcy Rd .. Menomonee Falls. WI 53051 

Please send me your free full ·color cata log. 

Name ________ _____ _ _ __ 

Address, _______ ___ _ _ _ __ _ 

City' _ _ _ ___ State' ____ __ Zip, ___ __ 

Pho ne ____ ____ _ _ _____ _ 

---------____________________ ~-----------J 

I 



Bash 
Continued from Page 13 

'up a cue stick. That 's faith. 
Preparations for November, '78's 

Eight Ball bash will being March 1st, 
1978. 

Since everyone connected with the 
Eight Ball Bash won and some won a 
little more we should mention the take 
homes . 
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pool. We predict that he will be world 
champion in less than three years. 

The Tavern and Club Division of the 
Eight Ball Bash was won by Mike 
Sardelli with Chuck Tipton coming in 
2nd. There were many other winners 
and a high degree of sportsmanship 
showed itself constantly throughout the 
games. 

here is a special kind of man, Rudolph 
Wonderone, Minnesota Fats." 
Editors Note_: Fats has already made 
arrangements to come back next year 
to do the same thing. Only in 1978 Fatty 
wants to come in a couple of days 
ahead of time. National Easter Seals is 
talking of making this a National 
Project and ' Minnesota Fats the 
Honorary National Chairman. 

taverns where qualifying tournaments 
will take place. 

Jim Christopher came in first in the 
Open with a ' $750 pick up with 
Marvelous Mark Beilfuss 2nd, Tom 
Kollins 3rd and Chuck Edson 4th. High 
spot'in the open was the play by Mich
igan's pretty Vickie Frechen with a 
fifth place finish. 

The last night of the tourneys fea
tured the play-offs and the charitable 
match games with donors to Easter 
Seals. The microphone was handled by 
Ray Abrams for that night and he 
introduced Fatty with, words to this 
effect. '-'Many people give to charitable 
causes their money, time, and them
selves but this man (Minnesota Fats) 
makes his living doing what he has 
done for Easter Seals this week. It 
takes a special kind of man to contri
bute what puts the bread on the table. 

Paul Secan was the chief referee of 
the event and volunteered his aid on 
very short notice. Paul represents the 
Veteraqs of Foreign Wars as did an the 
men who helped him with a 
tremendous task. VFW and Paul 
supplied a total of 80 men working 378 
hours and they drove a total of 2760 
miles to get the job done. A special 
group of men who were there When 
needed and have volunteered to supply 
any number of people for next year . . 

The pilot tOurnament that was held in 
November, 1977 should be the shape of 
things to come and could possibly be 
the way to go all over pool land. Joyce 
Thomas has worked diligently for the 
past few years endeavoring to put, this 
project into being and has never picked 

Mark Beilfuss and dad Ron, of Grand 
Rapids, fresh from a victory over 
Luther Lassiter in Virginia were 
robbed their belongings the first night 
they were here but stayed to finish. 

A most remarkable young mail, 
Mark Beilfuss, with a great future in 

111000000000001000000000000000000000100000100010000101.101000 

Mullen 
members of their organi
zation from participating. 

Mizerakallegedly con
cluded that this was not the 
road to take and when his 
opinion was called for, stated 
just that. After all the smoke 
cleared Steve allegedly re
signed his position on the 
board-and may resign from 
the organization. 

Continued from Page 4 

more information and then 
will put it in our computer for 
a more accurate figure. 
Remember that old bromide 
used so often by the media, 
"To err is human and so is 
blaming it on a computer." 

The Allegedly Segment ... 
Trouble in PPPA and a flight 
from the fold by Champion 
Steve Mizerak. 

At a meeting of the PPPA 
in . October there allegedly 
was a discussion concerning 
Barry Berman's 9 Ball 
Tournament in Norfolk the 
early part of November . It 
seems that the prize fund was 
not to the liking of the 
majority of the PPPA board 
and they were discussing the 
restricting of the player 

To order this book 
Send $5.95; 

There will be a little 
different situation in the 
Mizerak split than in the 
Jennings fiasco . 

No one can say that the 
PPP A is wrong in their aims 
and goals for the player and 
the game but perhaps their 
methods of attaining those 
goals were a bit inconsiderate 
of the total picture. There are 
many pool promoters who are 
unselfish and overly g~nerous 
in their prize money and ex
penses, just as there are 
many dealers and manufac
turers who contribute 
mightily to the cause, and 

JOHNNY HOLIDAY. author of 
Position-Play for Hi-Runs. breaks 
the barrier once again as he pre
sents the ENCYCLOPEDIA OF 
POCKET-B ILLIARDS. With over 
170 il l ustrations. he brings to 
light a new concept of - position
play with POINTS. LINES AND 
ANGLES. Plus - HOW TO 
develop your own stance. apply 
engl ish. stroke properly. read a 
table. be It 14. 1. 9-ball. 8-ball 
or rotation. Play safe. play break 
shorts. bank shots. play rail shots. 
and mUCh. much more .. 

Most books and instructors tell 
you what to do ; JOHNNY HOL
IDA Y . tells you HOW to d o it. 
This is not a book you wi ll put 
on your shelf to gather dust. 
You will want to refer to it 
again and again. Even should one 
be a non-player , the many stories 
and controversial subject matters 
make this an outstanding boo k . 

"POSITION PLAY 
FOR HI-RUNS" 

Available for $2.95 To order 'Position 
Play for Hi-Runs' 
Send $2.95 to : r--------~=_--
Jo-Ned Enterprises 
P.O. Box No.1 
Port Richey; Fla. 33568 

Dealers Welcomed 

Name . . . .. . .... . . .• .. ... . . 

Address ........• . . .. . .. • _ .. 

. City .... . . .. .... . .. .. . ... . 

State . . ... . . . ... . Zi p . . . . .. . 

there should be some 
consideration for those 
people. _ 
. Not everyth~ng is black or 

white. There are a number of 
shades . of gray in between 
that are acceptable to one and 
all. 

Without flexibility any or
ganization of this sort will die. 

Dogmatic attitudes and an 
unchanging destructive 
policy towards the present 
poor conditions of the pool 
game may not be the best set 
of circumstances for the 
players, but until changes are 
brought about with funds 
suppli~d from outside the in
dustry sources, it's the only 
game in town. 

Montreal, Canada ' . (514) 737-4675 
255 Dunbar Ave. D. Telephone 

~H,3!P!2!H!4!!!!!!!!J ; ~ ' . ~' It ' ® l!!!!c!a!b!le!s!'A!C!B!I!!IL~I:' 
Acland's International 

Billiards Service 
Super Fine English Billiard Cloths 

-in twelve qualities- -
"Excel" Reg'd Domestic Snooker Cues 

"Super Crystalate" and EniJish "Vitalite" BaDs 
-in British and American sizes

Genuine Antique English Billiard Tables 

ACLAND BILLIARD EQUIPMENT LTD. 
Wholesale, Retail and Export 

BILLIaRD 
CORPORaTIon 

37 - 45 WESTFI ELD AVENUE· 0 ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY 07208 

THERE'S 20 GOOD REASONS WHY 

SERIOUS PLA Y-ERS PREFER PALMER CUES. 

FIND OUT WHY! 

Mail the coupon, or call us toll free 800-631-7353 or 201-289-4000 and 
you will see all 20 reasons in our new color brochure. 

Name ............................................ .' .......... . 

Address ...................................... ( ... ; .......... . 
City. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. State....... ... ...... Zip ............... . 

-
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.Ronayne, Goeppel 
first in Milwaakee 

I 

9-ball events 
By KATHY COLLARD 

(MILWAUKEE) -
With the help of Terry 

Romine 's bi-weekly . tourna
ments, Milwaukee may well 
become the nine-ball capitol 
of the world. 

As a part of his tournament 
series , on October 23 
Romine's High Pockets 
housed a women's nine-ball 

. tournament which was won 
by Debbie Ronayne . 

A Milwaukee native, 
Ronayne is, in the opinion of 
many, the top woman player 
west of Brooklyn, or at least 
Cincinnati. This is in spite of 
the fact that her tournament 
finishes have not been as high 
as could be expected. 

An important factor of 
Ronayne's game is that , for a 
power-to-pound ratio, she 
must have the strongest 
break around for her size . 
This and her all-around 
aggressive style go a long 
way to paralyze any would be 
opponent. 

Irftl1e final match , 'Ronayne 
defeated Kathy Collard' 
(Madison), the current 
Wisconsin State Women's 
Champion, by a score of 8-3. 
In the semi-finals, Ronayne 
defeated Ruth Dombrowski 
(Milwaukee) . 

Collard, in the semi-finals, 
defeated OrIana Schulz (Osh-

Rosh), by an 8-1 margin. 
Schultz finished in 3rd place 
by winning the 3rd-4th playoff 
with Drombrowski. 

On November 6, Dick 
Goeppel of Milwaukee won 
the . "Class B" nine-ball 
tournament conducted by 
Romine 's. Goeppel had, just 
weeks before on October 9, 
won Romine's "Class C" 
tournament and was forever 
barred from future class C 
competition by his victory. 

Though Wisconsin 's finest , 
like Willie Munson and Randy 
Lamar, are not allowed in the 
class B tournaments, Goeppel 
was not predicted as an early 
favorite by tournament direc
tor Dan McCann. However, 
the two particular favorites 
named by McCann were 
defea ted by Goeppel. In the 
finals , it was Goeppel over 
Tom Pritchard (Milwaukee) 
by a score of 11-7 ; and in the 
semi-finals, Goeppel downed 
Craig Powers (Milwaukee) 
with an 11-8 score . 

WOMEN 'S ...L. 1. Debbie 
Rona yne , $100 ; 2. Kathy 
Collard , 70 ; 3. OrIana Schulz, 
30 ; 4. Ruth Dombrowskt, 20. 

CLASS B-1. Dick 
Goeppel , $180 ; 2. Tom 
Pritchard , 100 ; 3. Craig 
Powers , 70 ; 4. Greg Ebert , 
50; 5. Ned Mohr, 6. Wally 
Paetow , 20 ; 7. Bob Beyer, 20; 
8. Larry Tenor, 20. 

lOU BUTERA'$ 
TIP TAPPER 

"The Best Yet " 
says Lou 

Check These Feo(U T£'.\': 

PERSONAL CUE rIP RASP 

ENDS COSTI. Y MISCUES 

ONL Y '3.95 Ea • . 
1/. ACTUAL SIZE 

• MADE FROM SOLID HARDEN[D STEEL -

NOTHING TO WEAR our 
• SIZED JUST RIGHT FOR EASY CARRYING 

• KNURL PATTERN THAT SCUFFS & SHAPES 

• SOl:.D WITH A COMPLETE MONE Y BACK 
GUARANTEE IF NOT SATISFIED IN 10 DA YS 

• GI VES PLA YER CONFIDENCE IN HIS TIP 

WHEN APPL YING ENGLISH 

DEALER INOUI RJ ~S INVITED 

PAT. PEND. 
-NOW AVAILABLE-

A. GENUINE LEAT HE R CASE FOR 
YOUR TIP TAPPER AT 52 .25 EACH 

OR GET 80TH FOR '6.00 
Also Available in 14 K gold 

Please Ir.qui'" 

PRO LINE PRODUCTS CO. 

I Enclo. S 

Name . .. . 

18951 NEWTON AVENUE 
SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA 92705 

. . . . . for : .. . " Tip T • ..,.n and ' . . . ' .Ca .. 

Addr ••. ... . .. 

City . . . State . . . . . .. Zip .. 

C al i fo r n ia ReSIdents Add 6 % 5 1ate Sales Tax 

* CLEAN 
* ADJUSTABLE 
* REFILLABLE 
* COLORS AVAILABLE 

(Gold-Green-Blue-Red) 
* ATTRACTIVE 
* CRYSTAL 
* SUPERIOR CHALK 
* DESIGNED FOR YOUR 

VERY OWN CUE 
* DURABLE 
* CARRY IN YOUR POCKET 
* CARRY IN YOUR CASE 

DISTRIBUTORS INVITED 

Superior Chalk Co. 
6741 102 Avenue No. 
Pinellas Park, 
Fla 33565 

Introducing 
THE 

BILLIARD 
CHALKER 

r ,_" 

Actual Size Refill 

Certified Check or Money Order 
Name . ......... .. .. . ................ . .. . . 
Address ............. . ... .. .. . .... . ...... . 
C~ity ... . ...... State ... . ...... Zip . .. . . . ... . 
Quantity ... . . . .... Color ·of Chalk ......... . . 

THE PLA YER OF THE ·CENTURY 
POSTERS 

21" X 34" 

1-10 .. .. L . ... . • .. . . $1.75 ea. 
11-99 .............. $1 .25 ea. 
100 ............. .... . $1 .00 ea. 

BOOK 
E GODPLAYER' 

SUPERSTROKE CUES 
Beautiful Pile Lined Cases Only $13.00 

I: 
J!{ ~11 .. 

= .. 
, ; I Left to Right ' 
~ I 

II 
1.Superstroke $89.00 l 1 , . 2.B.C. 1 $39.00 

~I 'I 3.B.C. 3 $59.00 
4. B.C. 7 $100.00 
5. B.C. 9 $120.00 

I 6. Superstroke with 

I Your name Engraved 

j 
$99.00. 

1--------------Make CheCKS, Money Order payable to : 
I BRUCE CHRISTOPHER 

, 1320 E. 54th St. N.Y.N .Y. 10022. 935-0092 

1 NAME .... ... ... ... . 

IADDRESS .. ..... ... .. .. ... .. .................. ... ... ... . 

1 CITY .. STATE . ..... ... ZIP 

I
I Weig ht of cue 18-21 oz ... . . Over 57" a dd $6.00 .. 

T ip o f Cue 11 to 14 mm .. 
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Jasl aDolher 
\ 

17 year old 
billiard whiz 

aside from the fact that he's 
acknowledged to be the finest 
young pool player known to 
humans, we have just another 
17 -year-old high school senior 
trying to get by . 

Beilfuss has been furnished 

Mark Beilfuss displays the form that 

Aside from the fact that 
Mark Beilfuss has a '75 
Monza and plans to treat 
himself to a brand new Cor
vette once the snow melts , 
and aside from the fact that 
he 's promised a fee of at least 
$500 simply for flying into 
town for the weekend, and Continued on Page 21 

... and cO.llects the 1 st Place trophy 
from promoter Denton Gibbs, Jr. 

'-
wins tournaments ... • 

Beilfass besls Lassiler in challenge malch 
By DENTON A. GIBBS JR. 

Young Mark Beilfuss and 
veteran Luther "Wimpy" 
Lassiter met in a three day 
700 point match at Guys & 
Gals Family Billiards in 
Virginia Beach, Virginia, last 
month (catchup 14.1 & 9 ball) . 
There were five sessions, 
each beginning with a race to 
ten in nine ball and 130 points 
or more of straight pool 
(catchup) . The players were 
playing for $1000 .... plus a 
trophy to the winnet:; and the 
loser teceived $500. 
MATCH NO. 1- Friday night 
Oct. 28, 7:15 p.m . . 

Cueball Kelly has the crowd 
amazed with his vast array of 
trick and fancy shots. Kelly 
goes over last minute details 
with the players and wishes 
them good luck. The players 
are announced and the crowd 
is anxious to get under way. 

The players lag with 
Beilfuss winning the lag for 
the nine ball match. 

Beilfuss breaks the balls, 
pocketing none and Lassiter 
comes out stroking. Taking 
the first four games, Wimpy 
leads four to zip. 

Young Beilfuss comes back 
and takes the next three. 
Lassiter wins one and the Jr. 
champ, playing very well , 
takes the next four and leads 
7 to 5. 

Lassiter making some ' 
tough shots ties the score at 7 
apiece. The Michigan lad 
comes right back with three 
straight to win the first nine 
ball session. 

Now the 14.1. The winning 
player has to reach 140. 

ulssiter loses the lag and 
breaks. Beilfuss misses his 
first soot. Wimpy runs a very 
smooth 46 before missing . 
Mark comes back with a run 
of 25 and misses , closing the 
gap to 46-25. Lassiter misses a 
long shot, which proves to be 
costly, as Beilfuss gets off a 
near perfect 84 . This was the 

. high run of the evening. 
Wimpy puts together a run 

of 20 and hangs one. Beilfuss 
closes out the evening with a 
run of 21 and out. The nine 
ball score is added to the 14.1 
and Beilfuss leads 140-73. 

The crowd is now convinced 
this lad can play. Wimpy 
senses that this is going to be 
a tough three days. 

. MATCH NO.2 - Saturday 
afternoon Oct. 29, 2: 15 p.m. 

Cueball Kelly is at his best 
as he entertains the crowd 
With his shots and conver
sation. KeUy calls for the lag 
and we 're back again . The 
winner of this session must go 
to 280 points . 

Beilfuss wins the lag and 
Wimpy quickly{akes the first 
2 games of 9 ball. Mark ties it 
up . Lassiter wins 1 but 
Beilfuss notches the next 3. 
Wimpy comes back and reels · 
off 5 straight to lead 8-5. 

They swap the next 2 and its 
9-6. Beilfuss narrows it 9-8. 
Lassiter runs out the last 

game to win this nine ball 
session 10-8. This score is 
added to the previous total 
and Beilfuss leads 148-83. 

For Wimpy its a long way to 
280. 

"-

During this afternoon 
match Lassiter puts on a 
brilliant offensive and defen
sive exhibition . Lassiter 
opens with . a safety 
completed and Beilfuss 
misses a long shot. Wimpy 
manages a 16 and gets out of 
position and"'"misses a ' cut 
shot. Mark comes back with 
his high run of the day, a 36 
and scratches. 

Lassiter runs 19 and takes 
an intentional foul. The 
Michigan champ pockets 2 
and misses. The former world 
champ puts together runs of 
13, 5, 26, 24 and a match high 
run of 57 . Beilfuss continues 
to play safeties and Lassiter, 
making some amazing shots, 
continues to pocket balls. The 
Carolina veteran closes out 

BILLIARD CLOTH 
ALL WOOL-MADE IN ENGLAND 

76" Width - 28-29 Ounce 

THIS CLOTH CSED IN 1974-75-76 
CANADI A.'l S~OOKER CHAMPIONSHIPS 

r---:SPECIAL PURCHASE-

BOLT PRICE $1450.00 
11 6x12 Cloths Guaranteed per Bolt 

Price per Cloth S185.00 

the afternoon with a 21 and 
out unfinished. 

Lassiter 's experience has 
clearly out manuvered young 

. Beilfuss this afternoon, 
outscoring him 207 to 53. 
Wimpy leads the match 280-
193. 
MATCH NO. 3 - Saturday 
night Oct. 29, 7:15 p .m. 

Beilfuss wins the lag but, 
Lassiter takes the first game . 
They swap games with 
Wimpy leading after five , 3-2. 

Beilfuss comes on to take 3 
in a row and move ahead 5-3. 
The former nine ' ball king 
from Elizabeth City, playing 
like the Wimpy of past days, 
takes seven straight, running ' 
the last four racks to take the 
nine ball 10-5. He now leads 
going into the straight pool 
290-198. 

This evening match will 
end when one player reaches 
420. 

"The players lag and 
Lassiter wins one of his two 
lags of the matches. Beilfuss 

completes the safety . 
Lassiter pockets two and -
scratches. Little did he 
realize how costly that foul 
would be. Beilfuss begins to 
pocket balls, rack after rack. 
The run reaches 50. 

Beilfuss is playing flaw
lessly and the crowd is 
excited. The run reaches 112 
before he misses. A brilliant 
display of skill. 

Wimpy comments' " he 
plays break shots like 
Mosconi, perfect." _ 

Lassiter, up after a long sit, 
scores 13 and hangs one . The 

. score is now Beilfuss 310-
Lassiter 303. 

Beilfuss takes up where he 
left off and puts on another 
spectacular performance, 
pocketing rack after rack 
with perfect position. An 
unfinished run of 110 and out. 

Back to back 100's by a 17 
yr. old high school student. 

This truly showed what 

Continued on Page 20 

THIS BUSINESS 
FOR SALE 

Kelly Cue Cases 
If you now own a wholesale or retail 

Billiard Supply Business and have a go~ 

sales force, this can be a very profitable 

addition to your present lines. 

CONTACT MIKE KELLY 

W 177 N 8536 Lynwood Dr. 414-255-2364 

Menomonee Falls, Wis. 53051 Call after 6 p.m. 
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Beilfass 
Continued from Page 19 

Mark Beilfuss is made of, 
coming back from a sound 
beating the match before: 
Roland Beilfuss, Mark's 

I f~ther, is in the stands 
smiling proudly . . Mark has 
outscored J..assiter in this 
session 227-23 and taken a 
commanding lead of 420-303. 

MATCH NO. 4 - Sunday 
afternoon Oct. 30, 2:15 p.m. 
(Semi-Finals) to 560 points 

The players lag and 
Beilfuss breaks. He takes the 
first two and Lassiter comes 
back to win the next three. ' 
Mark matches that with three 
straight. Lassiter not to be 
outdone reels off five in a row 
and leads 8-5. 

The players split the last 
four giving Wimpy the semi
final nine ball session 10 to 7. 

Beilfuss now leads 427-313. 
Going into the next to last 

r ound of straight pool , 
Lassiter will have to contain 
Beilfuss to stay in contention. 

Lassiter loses the lag and 
completes a safety. The 
Michjgan champ runs 13 and 
scratches. Lassiter scores a 
17, 7 and a 30. Beilfuss playing 
very steady puts together 
runs of 33,42 and a match 
ending ' 45 and out. Lassiter 
trailing by 194 balls seems to 
be in an impossible position. 
Tbe score, Beilfuss 560-366. 

Classified Ads 

' FOR SALE - Ten table 
room. Lease building or 
move equipment. Write to 
Golden Eight Ball, 2019 E. 
Mich., Lansing, Mich . 
48864 

MAKE those pressure 
shots. Lean the secrets to 
those Important Shots also 
tips on 8-Ball, 9 ball & 
straight pool. Be a Pool 
Hustler these secrets could 
take you years to learn. 
Sena $3.00 for each booklet 
to 

Corrick Enterprises 
P.O. Box 2203. 

Waterloo, Iowa 50705 

THE BILLIARD 
EXCHANGE 

Rare Billiard books. Anti· 
que billiard tokens. Bil· 
liard trading cards. Old 
billiard postcards. Billiard 
movie photos . Antique 
table appraisals . Original 
and reproduction Bruns· 
wick· Balke·Collander 
nameplates. 

BUY-S'ELL·TRADE . 
The. Bi II iard Exchange, 
P.O. Box 735, Van Nuys, 
Ca . 9-1405. (213) 780-6487, 
After 6. 

, 

MATCH NO. 5 - Bunday 
night Oct. 30, 7:15 p.m. 
(finals) to 700 points 

Lassiter wins his second lag 
of the matches. He breaks 
and runs to the five and 
misses. Beilfuss 'runs out to 
take the first game. 

They trade games through 
four. The Jr. champ picks up 
3 games and Lassiter takes 2 
to trail 4-5. They split the next 
4 and tie up at 8 games 
apiece. Beilfuss takes the 
next 2 to win the final nine 
ball session 10-8. 

The nine ball scores, which 
were added to the 14.1 scores , 
favored Lassiter 47-38. Going 
into the final session of 
straight pool, Beilfuss leads. 
570 to 374. A very comfortable 
lead. 

They must go to 700 points . 
Lassiter loses the lag and 

. completes a safety. Beilfuss 
pockets 13 and scratches. 

Wimpy takes an intentional 
foul. 

Mark completes a safety. 
Lassiter pockets two and 
safes . They trade safeties for 
two innings until Lassiter 
gets what could be a hanger, 
rares back and fires it in. 

Lassiter, looking like the 
old Wimpy , continues to 
pocket balls and Kelly 
announces "lets hear it for 
fifty. " Wimpy is playing very 
well , pocketing balls with 
ease. 

Kelly echo's "let 's hear it 
for 100." The score Beilfuss 
596-475. Lassiter is still in the 
match. 

Scoring until the run 
reaches 137, Lassiter misses 
a very makable shot. The 
crowd gives a thunderous 
ovation for a great pressure 
run . Beilfuss is up 
immediately but can pocket 
but 1 and scratches. 

Lassiter takes an 
intentional foul Beilfuss 
completes a safety. They 
trade safeties for four 
innings. Beilfuss has a tough 
shot the length of the table. 

He pockets it and gets off a 
run of 37 and misses. Wimpy, 
still hanging on, runs 32 and 
scratches. Beilfuss, sensing 
victory , runs a perfect 28 and 
misses . Lassiter, trying 
desPerately to pull it out, . 
comes back with a 43 and gets 
sewed up and takes a foul. 
Beilfuss scores 7 arid a 
miscue. 

Lassiter takes another foul, 
Beilfuss takes his second. ' 
Lassiter sensing a trap takes 
his third. 

Lassiter breaks and trails 
665-571. Mark score's 3. The 
pressure is building . 

Lassiter manages 9 and a 
safe . Beilfuss picks off 3 
more. Lassiter comes back 

with a 16 and a intentional 
foul. The Jr . champ takes a 
foul, Wimpy another, three in 
a row and breaks again 

Young Beilfuss ekes out 3 
and misses. Lassiter, not 
giving up, runs 20 and misses. 
Beilfuss comes to the table, 
the balls laying badly, and 
can pocket only 1 before 
missing a hanger. 

Lassiter, with a 14 closes 
the gap to 61 balls . Both 
players are feeling the 
pressure. 

The Michigan champ 
scores 7 gets sewed up and 
misses. Lassiter up quickly 
pockets 15 and hangs up a 
easy one from the left hand. 
The score 680-627. 

Beilfuss, knowing that he 
might not get another chance, 
settles down and runs a final 
20 to win the match. Final 
score Beilfuss 700-Lassiter 
627. 

JIMMY 
REMPE 

WINNER OF MORE TOURNAMENTS 

IN THE LAST FIVE YEARS 

THAN ANY OTHER PLA YER (23) 

prQudly announces 

-

his personal line of prof~ssional cues. 

Four classical styles designed. 

with the critical ·player in mind. 

Call (717) 342-8373 

or write ' 

lim Rempe 

110 Seymour Ave. 

Scranton PA 18505 

Jim Rempe is available for exhibitions 



Whiz 
Continued from Page 19 

with two airline tickets - one 
for his sister and another for 
himseif - and a few minutp.s 
after 9 o'clock tonight he's 
supposed to land at Norfolk 

/ International. His parents 
will follow tomorrow by car 
from their home outside of 
Grand Rapids, Mich., be
cause mother doesn't like to 
fly but wants to see her 17-
year-old in the spotlight. 

Beilfuss and his family will . 
stay at the Beach at some 
hotel with a kitchen and the 
works, courtesy of Denton 
Gibbs, who owns a billiard, 
supply on Virginia Beach 
Boulevard and a billiard 
room next door. Which is 
where, beginning Friday 
night at 7:30, Beilfuss will 
play a weekend match with 
Wimpy Lassiter, a Hall of 
Farner quite a few decades 
past 17 who swears he's 
gonna beat this young 'kid. 

"You know what I think." 
Beifuss says with utmost · 
confidence, as if · Wimpy's 
dreaming. "This game is all 
psyche. All psyche." 

The match, which will con
tinue with freebie sessions at 
2:30 and 7:30 p.m. both Satur
day and Sunday at Guys and 
Gals Family Billiards, will 
furnish the winner with $1,000 , 
and the loser $500 for his 
troubles. 

thought, ain't a bad way to and can only play on week
pass the time. Beilfuss has ends," says Gibbs, who saw 
been in 10 tournaments this Beilfuss play three straight 
year , won eight, and is years in the U.S . Open and 
putting together a nice bank figured importing the young 
account with enough left over man would be natural 
for frivilous wants. business hype . "This kid can 

"l im storing money away," play with the best. I've seen 
says Beilfuss, whose father it. 
owns a tool and die factory in He 's already taken money 
Wyoming, a suburb of Grand from some of the best. "The 
Rapids. "If a person can have most I won was $8,000 from 
a house and a car paid for, I some guys in a grudge match 
figure he's got the world by in St. Louis, " Beilfuss says . 
the tail. "The most I've lost? To tell 

"I've given some money to you the truth, I don't lose too 
my church. About five much . Maybe a couple 
hundred dollars. I'm saving hundred if you add it all up. If 
up a lot, though I bought that you want to make money in 
Monza this summer. Gets me this sport, you can't be dumb. 
around. Good on gas.--Soon as "You heard of St. Louie 
the snow clears, I'm gonna Louie? He came "to Grand 
get a 'vette." Rapids to play me. 1 beat 

He goes to school until 1 him . 1 don't hustle. 1 gamble 
p.m., then is supposed to heads-up. 'That's when a guy 
work for his father the other knows who you are and you 
half a day. He has a $2,500 have to play beyond your 
tournament table in the natural speed. 1 like that. 

\ family basement, two tables "There's really not too 
past the one he ' learned on much my parents c~n say. 
when he was 11. It's something 1 like to do. If 

Beilfuss' grandfather saw they asked me to quit they'd 
the kid had a nice, natural be asking me to give up a part 
stroke and as a pool player of of my life." 
some note him.self, grand- Beilfuss; won't be 18 until 
father dragged over an aging, Feb. 17, has already been 
DepressIOn-era table on accepted at the University of 
which he taught grandson Miami. He plans to major in 
sundry fine points. business administration and 

Grandson caught on. Beil- definitely find time for a cue 
fuss has been in tournaments ball. ' 
since he was 11 . He was the "I'll play pool until it's not 
youngest player' to ever . . fun any longer," he says. 
qualify fol" the U.S. Open ,' '-'I'm going to college. I don't 
when he was 14 and finished 
22nd. At age 15 he finished 
ninth, at age 16 he was sixth, 
and this year he finished 
eighth. 

"The only reason this kid 
doesn't get as much pUblicity 
as many of the other players 
is because he's still in school 
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want to get to the point where 
I'm eating hal1lburgers and 
drinking Cokes . I want 
something steady." 

He is already committed to 
play in an exhibition at a 
shopping mall in Dearborn 
the second weekend of 
November , he has another 
job the following week in 
Pontiac , and around 
Thanksgiving intends to , 
make the rounds in Florida. 

"I have friends down there 
who 've set up work for me," 
Bielfuss says. "I'll be in St. 
Petersburg, Tampa, Ft. 
Lauderdale. I don 't even need 
an agent. People know who I 
am. They just give me a call 
and ask me if I want to show 
up somewhere. 

"I know the older guys 
don't like playing me. When I 
was fourteen or fifteen they 
started calling me The Kid. 
I'd show up and I could hear 
them saying 'it's The Kid 
again .' 

..... "1 was playing in a tourna
ment a few years ago in 
Indianapolis and Alan 
Hopkins (the current world 
straight pool champion) was -
upset. I heard him make a 
remark that they shouldn't let 
kids play. He was shook up. 
He was serious. He wanted 
me out of that tournament. 

"The older guys try to hide 
it all and not show their 
personal feelings, but you can 
tell they don't like playing a 
kid." 

After this weekend's work, 
Beilfuss will fly back ' to 
Michigan Monday, in time for 
Halloween, he notes "I'll be 
out of school on Friday and 
Monday," he says "I have a 
3.8. The teachers aren't going 
to flunk me for missing two 
days, do you think? 

"I hear gossip around 
school. They call me the pool 
shark. They talk, but I don't 
care. 1 don't want to take 
their babysitting money." 

Are yo.u wanting to own a Family Billiard Room 
of your own? Just give us a call or drop us a line. 

We specialize in complete sales and set uP. of billiard rooms 
'of all sizes, anywhere in the United States. All major lines . 
are availabe, financing is also available, fast delivery. 

Call or write Nelson's Billiard Supply Co. 
209 W. Main, Bushnell, III. 61422 
309·772·3771 

We also buy used pool tables and slot machines 

Which, in a romantic sense 
to a 17-year-old's~ mode of 

Inlporled Finished 

SLATE 

9-BALL 
TOURNAMENT' 

--e--

Lucite Cue Pojnts 

FEATHERSTRIPS 
Fast Draw Green Dot Cue Balls 

--e--

Easlern SI .. le 
151 Highland Ave. (P.O. Box 84) 

Somerville, Mass. 02145 

(617) 625-2500 

Ope,. to All 

'2,60'0 in PRIZES 

DECEMBER 15th-21st 
1 st Prize S 1,000 
4th Prize S30(,) 

S75 Entry Fee 

2nd Prize $600 
5th Prize $200 

3rd Prize $400 
6th Prize $100 

.. 
Single Elimination Tournament Rules 

(No entries after midnight - December 14th) 

For information call or write :Jim Sturch·- Strac Lounge 
311 8 Bragg Boulevard 

Telephone : 919-867-4018 Fayetteville; North Carolina 

• 
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You'll ~ever know hoy\! great 
Pabst Blue Ribbon tastes until 

-you take o-ur challenge. Taste 
and compare the flavor and 

. quality of Pabst w,ith . 
, any. other premium . . . 
beer.You'li never go ..... '.' . •. , . 
back to the beer 

_ you've been drink..: . 
· ing because Pabst • . · 

quality means the .•.....• 
best tasting beer 
money can buy 

You'll und'erstand 
. why-Pabst is the 

overw.helming number 
one favorite' in Milwaukee, 
beer capital of the world. 

\ . 

. ' 

. ~~~~!~PJ.~:,~~alitY ha~si • •• 
Los Angeles, Calif , Pabst , Georgia. l~i;~;' 1 

- - - --- --- -- -----------------_ .... ..,--- "',.. 
\ . 



Lager 
Continued from Page 10 

early years in Bayside, then 
moved with his family to 
Asbury Park just in time to 
graduate from the city high 
school. 

He started playing pool at 
the age of 15 , shooting for 
pennies with a buddy at the 
Shore Area YMCA in Asbury 
Park. And before too long he 
was one of the top players in 
the area . He never won any 
major championships at the 
national level , but he was 
good enough to compete in 
some of the biggest tourna
ments - including the 1976 
World Open Pocket Billiard 
Championship at Asbury 
Park's Convention Hall, a 
prestigious event which came 
to the ci ty )argely because of 
his efforts. 

His health had deteriorated 
badly by the time the 2nd 
annual World Open came to 
Convention Hall this August. 
Yet, despite his frail condi
tion, he intended to take part 
in the event - and his doctors 
were helping him get ready. 
When the time came, 
however, his flesh couldn't 
equal his spirit. 

Lager had inoperable can-

cer of the bladder , a type 
doctors told him was uncom
mon. 

"I had to get a special 
kind, " he remarked several 
months before his death. 
"But then, as my wife is 
always telling me , I never did 
anything that was common." 

His life took him down any 
number of offbeat byways . 
Besides playing pool, and 
playing it well , he also 
excelled a t various times in 
sports car racing and 
bowling . He earned his liveli 
hood as co-owner of Coas t 
Glass Service in Asbury 
Park. His son Chris, 20, has 
filled in for him there , helping 
his partner , Joe Ricci - but 
now that Lager's gone , Chris 
isn't certain he 'll carryon. 

The other Lager children 
are Ka thy, 25 ; Robert, 23; 
Patty, 21 , and Stacey, 18. 
There also are two grand
children. 

(213) 372-6519 

In keeping with Ernie's 
wishes, no funeral services 
were held . 

"That was his firm wish," 
Mrs . Lager said. " He didn't 
want to put the children 
through it. He felt we had 
suffered enough, and he 
always said that funerals are 
barbaric. " 

He specified that his body 
should be given to the 
Rutgers Medical School , so 
some of his organs might live 
in the bodies of others - and 
this was done . I was doubtful , 
however , tha t any could be 
used , Mrs. Lager said , 
because he had deteriorated 
so much. 

For Joan Lager, grief and 
relief are mingled now that 
Ernie 's gone. 

"For his sake," she said, "I 
prayed for the end. Seeing 
him waste away was heart
breaking. And yet, though 
you accept it in your head, I 

Cw-tom [Pool CU£.~ 

~i.th cNatu'r.al !BalanCE. 
RICHIE FLORENCE 
DALEPATIEN 

P.O. BOX 603 
REDONDO BEACH, CA. 90277 
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don 't think you ever accept it 
in your heart." ' 

Ernie Lager didn't put 
much stock in a life hereafter . 
With death closing in on him, 
however, he did express one 
hope about that subject: that 

if there',is a heaven, he'll find 
a pool hall handy when he 
gets there. 

"The only problem is, " he 
said, "I don't have any money 
left to bet - so somebody's 
going to have to stake me." 

The Hand-Made Custom Cue 

WALDO CUE COMPANY 
7926 12th, S.W. 

Seattle, Washington 98106 

Russ & Bill Waldo 

Al e (206) 762-4583 
All types cue repairs 

Every butt has a registered serial no. 
Cue sticks w/5 yr. warranty 

Wholesale to public 
$85.00 including tax & postage 
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Microtime Inc. 
3336 Commercia l Avenue 

Nort hbrook . IL 60062 

YES . .. 
Send me more information 
on the MICROTIME COMPUTER 

o I would like a demonstration . 

IrhlltUl lOIl --------

St rUt' 

Phon" I._~) 

Type of recrea tional faci lity 

Bowling. No. of lanes:_ 

Billiards. No. of tables: _ 

Table tennis. No. of tab les: _ 

Other. Type. no.: 

In a hurry? Call MICROTIME 
collect at (3 12) 272·9020. 
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··~bonite/Fischel combines 
p,og,ams. ploducts and 

plices to give '-Iou a bettel 
shot · at the billialds business 

"Ebonite and Fischer have joined forces to 
become one bigger, better and stronger 

billiards and game manufacturer ... offering 
you the SUPERLATIVE ALTERNATIVE to 

buying from a large, inflexible manufacturer
or getting a few tables here, a few tables 

there and settling for inadequate programs 
from regional manufacturers. 

" Besides offering our dealers a better shot at 
the billiard business with a choice of programs, 

products and prices - Ebonite/Fischer now 
manufacturers the largest selection of family 
room games in the business. In the future, we 'll 

introduce additional items to make you the 
Family Room Game Headquarters for products 

that appeal to every member of the family. 
"Be sure to visit us at Booth 3151 at the 

NSGA Show. If you're presently an 
Ebonite or Fischer dealer, we'll help you 
put your 1978 program together. Not now 
selling either of the two? Stop by and find 

out how the Superlative Alternative can 
help you." 

~41iJJ~ 

eBOnlTellJ 
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