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'78 NBN champ 

GEORGE ASHBY .. . 1978 Billiard News Champion 

By MILT GOLDRING 

OAK PARK, MI - For the 
first time in the history of 
the Billiard News Open, 
thirty-four 3 cushion billiard 
artists, two under the full 
field limit of thirty-six, 
gathered on -February 24th, 
1978 at the Cushion and Cue 
Recreation Center, Oak 
Park, Michigan to compete 
for prize money totaling 
$4,400.00 with appropriate 
trophies for the top positions 
in the final standings. 

Under the able direction 
of owner Ray Abrams, 
assisted by Clare Pecis and 
David Skae, the players 
meeting got underway at 6 
p.m. After a welcoming 
speech by Oak Park Mayor 
David Shepherd and 
discussion of rules. the 
drawing took place - four 
flites of six and two flites of 
five, games in preliminary 
flites to ge to 35 points. The 
two top men from each flite 
to a semi-final round robin 
of four men, games to 40 
points, winding up with two 
men from each of these 

Ebonite taps Linstrom 
Gene Linstrom has been 

appointed Vice President of 
Research and Development 
for Ebonite Billiards and 
Games, a Fuqua Sports 
company. According to 
William R. Bohn, President, 
Mr. Linstrom will be 
responsible for all research 
and development efforts, 
new products and quality 
control. 

Prior to joining Ebonite 
Billiards and Games, Mr. 
Linstrom served as Vice 
,president-Operations for 

Fischer Billiards. Gene 
Linstrom has a- total of 20 
years experience in 
manufacturing having held 
positions as design 
engineer, manufacturing 
engineer, product evalua
tion manager and service 
director. Mr. Linstrom 
worked for the Brunswick 
Corporation in the areas of 
bowling products and 
billiard related products for 
15 years. 

Gene Linstrom received a 
BS degree in mechanical 
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engineering from the 
University of Michigan. Mr. 
Linstrom, his wife, Mary, 
and three children are in the 
process of moving from 
California , Missouri to 
Miami Lakes, Florida. 

GENE LINSTROM 

flites to a six man round 
robin final games to 50 
pOints. 

All players making the 
semi-finals were to be given 
$75.00 and $20.00 was to be 
awarded for high runs in 
each flite. 

Preliminary play started 
immediately after the 
meeting and was continued 
on Saturday, February 25th 
right through the semi
finals . 

The first surprise came in 
£lite 1 where Larry (Boston 
Shorty) Johnson, a pre
tournament favorite and a 
U.S. representative in the 
World Tournament to be 
held in Las Vegas in May, 
failed to qualify for the 
semi-finals. 

The two that ~~-de it w~;'c 
Dallas West <4-1) and Bob 
Letherby (3-2). 

Besides Larry Johnson, 
Nick Bommarito, Gene 
Johnson and Loni Brandes 
("cutey with a cue") failed 
to qualify . 

Flite 2 produced Bill 

Hawkins (4-1) , with a tour
nament high run of 10 and 
Luis Campos ( 4-1), Stan 
Hardy, Don Peterson, Abel 
Calderone and Charles 
DeLorme made up the rest 
of the flite. 

Flite 3 necessitated a 
play-off between Rick Park 
(4-1) and Vince Sbarati (4-1) 
who were tied at 24 points. 
Sbarbati won the play-off 
and with Frank Davis (4-1) 
reached the semi-finals. 

Besides Rich Park, Jose 
Diaz and Ron Hanselman 
didn't make the semis. 

Flite 4 saw George Ashby 
(4-1 ) and Lee Kravetz (3-2) 
make the semis at the ex
pense of Carl Liebovich, 
Bob Below and Frank Papp. 

Flite 5 was highlighted by 
Bob Ameen going 
undefp::Jted (5-0, ) ap~ 

together with Carlos Hallon 
(4-1), a U.S. Representative 
to Las Vegas, reached the 
semi-finals after defeating 
Walter Martin, Tim 
Henderson, Bill Reaume 
and Len Rosenthal. 

Please turn to Page 17 

Mizerak takes 
two in Jersey 

ELIZABETH, N.J . - On 
February 24-26, 1978 a small 
but select field of five 
pocket billiard artists met 
at Mike Asch's Hi-Cue 
Billiard Lounge, "House of 
Champions," 333 Rahway 
Ave., Eliz{lbeth, N.J ., in a 
round robin tournament 
billed as a combination of 
14.1 straight pool and 9 ball. 
The entry fee was $150.00, 
games in 14.1 to 100 points 
and in 9 ball racing to 9. 

The field included Mike 
Sica, Jack Colavita, Tom 
Jennings, Steve Lillis and 
Steve Mizerak. 

Steve Mizerak with a 3-1 
record in both 14.1 and 9 ball 
was the winner, losing to 
Jennings in 14.1 and Steve 
Lillis in 9 ball. Hard luck 
contestant being in a posi
tion to win every game was 
Jack Colavita. In 14.1 

against Mizerak he reached 
96 missed and Mizerak 
came to the table and ran 66 
and out. In 9 ball Colavita 
was beaten by Mike Sica 9-8 
and likewise by Mizerak 9-8. 

The $750.00 pot was divid
ed by Mizerak getting 
$375.00 for first place and 
Jack Colavita and Tom Jen
nings tying for second spot 
earning $187.50 each. Also, 
as a gesture of appreciation 
Mike Asch split the net gate 
receipts equally among the 
contestants. 

There were good crowds 
in attendance every night. 
This new combination for
mat was so well received 
that Mike Asch has schedul
ed a $5000.00 tour:nament to 
be held April 14-l6 with a 
new innovation of holding a 
cue auction, offering over 
$10,000.00 in cue sticks and 
cases. 



Page 2- THE NATIONAL BILLIARD NEWS- April, 1978 

Roy Gandy 
On March 10, Roy Gandy passed away from a heart attack in Macon, 
Georgia. Gandy was the founder of Gandy Industries, Inc. Originally a table 
manufacturer, Gandy expanded to cue production and several years ago 
purchased the National Chalk Manufacturing Company. Further details were 
not available at press time. 
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21" X 34" 

1-10 .... ............ $1 .75 ea. 
11-99 .......... .... $1.25 ea. 
100 ................. . $1 .00 ea. 

SUPERSTROKE CUES 
Beautiful Pile Lined Cases Only $13.00 

• Ht u = 
= 

\ Left to Right 

1

1.superstrOke $89.00 

I 
2.B.C. 1 $39.00 
3.B.C. 3 $59.00 

I ~ : ~ : g : ~ ~~~~ :~~ 
6. Superstroke with 
Your name Engraved 
$99.00. 

1-------------Make CheCKS, Money Order payable to: 
I BRUCE CHRISTOPHER 
I 15620 N. 25th Avenue 
I Phoenix, AZ 85023 (602) 993-8078 

I ~:~:ES~ · •••••••••••••••• •• •••••••••••• · ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
I CITY ... .. ................. ..... ..... STATE .......... ZIP ..... .... . 

I 
Weight of cue 18-21 OZ .. .. .. Over 57" add $6.00 ... 
Tip of Cue 11 to 14 mm ...... . 

Defense 
Raymond Ceulemans, the penultimate 3-cushion 
champion from Belgium, will be defending his title 
May 1 st through 6th in Las Vegas. Ceulemans holds 
more records on the no pockets table than one could 
hope to count. After the tournament Ceulemans will 
travel to the Cushion 'n Cue in Oak Park, Michigan 
for a three day exhibition, May 8th through 10th. 
Information on the (xhibition times and admission 
prices can be obtained by calling the Cushion 'n Cue 
at 1-313-541-1608. 
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Crane captures -'78 World Series' 
ByMIKEIVES 

ARLINGTON, VA 
"Sometimes I sit in this 
chair and wonder what the 
Hell I'm doing here," IrviJlg 
Crane mused disgustedly in 
the midst of the World 
Series of Pool, which took 
place recently at Weenie 
Beanie's Jack & Jill:"Cue 
Club in Arlington. ' 

Crane was fuming over a 
close loss in the nine ball 
competition of the double 
barrelled tourney. ' It is a 
fact that Crane despises 
nine ball as a "luck" game, 
but the 64 year old straight 
pool master had agreed ~o 
play in the tournament 
because straight pool, his 
first love, was also on the 
agenda. 

In the nine ball division, 
little Petey Margo from, 
Staten Island, N.Y., shot the 
lights out, finishing with a 6-
1 record after beating 
Rempe 15-10 to gain tne 
finals . 

The finals of the World 
Series of Pool are a curious 
- and logical - combina
tion of both -games, straight 
pool and nine ball. To begin 
with, the finalists play a 
"best-of-25" nine ball ses
sion followed by a straight 
pool match. Ten points are 
awarded for each nine ball 
win, thus the winner of the 
nine ball session goes into 
the straight pool match with 
130 points. The straight pool 
session is then played until 
one player reaches 250 
points. _ 

During the Sunday night 
finals, Crane finally figured 
out what he was doing there. 
Eliminated early from the 
nine ball division, Crane 
had nevertheless put on an 
amazing 'show in the 
straight pool segment to 
gain the finals of the ten day 
tournament. 

Irving Crane, right, accepts the check and congradulations from Bill Staton 

The finals of this par
ticular tournament 
presented a definite con
trast. On the one hand you 
had the flashy, wisecrack
ing little sharpshooter from 
Staten Island, Petey Margo, 
gold cue case, gold tipped 
patent leather shoes, infec

-tiOllS grin and all. 
In the process, he had 

beaten the likes of Steve 

Mizerak, Jimmy Rempe, 
Larry Lisciotti, Petey 
Margo and Luther Lassiter. 
As a matter of fact, none of 

the aforementioned players 
managed more than 50 
pOints against Crane. 

The old master's only loss 

Hallon stops Cattrano 
in ABA Valentine Open 
By MILT GOLDRING, 

REGOPARK; NY 
On Feb. 18, 1978 seventeen 
players assembled at Jacy's 
Billiard Academy, Rego 
Park, N.Y., under the direc
torship of Tony Albano, 
assisted by Dino Cattrano, 
to compete in an ABA sanc
tioned three cushion billiard 
tournament billed as the 

Cattrano (4-1) with a run of 
7, Al Schlesinger, Dave 
Hirsch, .Harry Green and 
Shelly Smith were the other 
contestants. 

Flight "B" winners were 
Abel Calderone (4-1) with a 
high run of 8 and Jose Diaz 
(4-1) with a high run of 11, 
Marvin Waldman, Sal Zito, 
Vince Sbarj:>ati and Nestor 
Garcia were the runner-ups. 

The Secoad Froal Page 
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ValentIne Open. 

After a blind draw the 
field was divided into 2 
flights of six and 1 flight of 
five, the two top men from 
each flight into a six man 
round robin final, 
preliminary games to 35 
points, final 50 pOints. 

From "A" flight came 
Carlos Hallon (5-0) with a 
high run of 8 and Ji~my 

From flight "c" emerged 
Murray Shapiro (4-0) and 
Tom D'Amato (2-2) who just 
beat out Juan Rosenfried (2-
2) and Dondi Bruno (2-2) by ' 
points, to earn the other spot 
into the finals. The other 
member of the flight was 
Mike Pappas. 

On the next day, Feb. 19 at 
12 noon the finals started 
with the pairing off of 
Carlos Hallon against Jim-- ~ .. - .. 

my Cattrano. This match 
went 59 innings with Hallon 
the winner 50-44. Abel 
Calderone showed strong 
contention with wins over 
Shapiro, Diaz and D'Amato, 
however, succumbing later 
to Hallon and Cattrano. 

Meanwhile, Cattrano 
after his loss to Hallon went 
undefeated the rest of- the 
way but Hallon stumbled 

"against Jose Diaz losing the 
game after st"eing a ' long 
lead dissipate rapidly but 
still managed to beat 
Shapiro, D'Amato and 
Calderone to force a play-off 
with Cattrano. 

This game was all Hallon, 
he took the lead early, kept 
increasing his advantage 
steadily and finally won the 
contest and tournament 50-
24 in 57 innings - Cattrano 
just couldn't put it together! 

The final standings with 
prize money was as follows ; 

1. Carlos Hallon, $360.00, 
10 ABA points ; 2. Jimmy 
Cattrano, $225.00, 7 ABA 
points; 3. Abel Calderone, 
$135.00, 5 ABA points; 
4. Murray Shapiro, $90.00, 4 
ABA points; 5. Jose Diaz, 
$45.00, 3 ABA , points; 
6. Tom D' Amato, $45.00, 2 
ABA points. 

came to Florida wild man 
Mike Carella, who put 
together a bizarre 100 ball 
run to defeat Crane, 125-90. 

HODored 

Please tum to Pa,ge 23 

Each year the Billiard and Bowling Institute of AmE!!
ica (BBIA) honors a person who has contributed to 
the progress of the billiard , and/or bowling industry. 
This year the BBIA has selected Paul Lucchesi, Sr. for 
his years of leadership and contributions as a director 
and president of both BBIA and the Billiard Congress 
of America (BCA). Lucchesi is owner of Eastern 
Slate, a major supplier of sl"te beds for tables. 

r 
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On the road • upcoming tournaments 
\ -• • 

, oooooooooooooooooooooo.oooooooooooooooooooooo~oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo,oooo,oooooooooooo~ooooooc 

3-Cushion 

California Four 
March 24-26 
Brunswick Billiards 
Los Angeles, California 

University Bowl 
April 1-2 
University Bowl 
Boca Raton, Florida 

Leo Walch Open 
April 8-9 
Illinois Billiard Club 
Ch icago , Illinois 

Milwaukee Open 
April 15-16 
Antlers Bill iard s 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

BFUSA-UMB 
World Tournament 
May 1-6 
Sahara Hotel 

. Las Vegas, Nevada 
1-702-735-2111 

luis Campos Open 
May 20-21 
Illinois Bill iard Club 
Chicago, Ill inois 

Capital City 
May 27-28 
Hall of Fame 
Lansing , Michigan 

ABA Open 
July 1-2 
Hall of Fame 
Lansing, Mich igan 

ABA Open 
August 5-6 " 
Hall of Fame 
Lansing, Michigan 

Rapid Fire Tournament 
Every Monday & Thursday 
Cushion 'n'Cue ~ 
Oak Park, Michigan 
1-313-541-1608 

Pockets 

Women's New York 
State Championship 
April 8-9 
Ernie Costa 's 18th Ave. Ctr. 
New York, New York 
1-212-331-5480 

Combo Tournament 
141 . and 9-Ball 
April 14-16 
Hi-Cue Billiards 
Eli~abeth , New Jersey 
1-201-354-8950 

Tournament of Champions 
April 21 -30 
Golden Triangle Billiards 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
1-412-261-9567 

U.S. Open 9-Ball 
May 2-7 
Q-Master Billiards 
Norfolk, Virg inia 
1-804-853-9500 

National 9-Ball Open 
May 19-21 
Sagone 's Bill iards 
Colorado Springs , Colorado 
1-303-634-9401 

Championship 9-BaIl 
May 19-20-21 
Velvet Rail Billiards 
Lansing, Michigan 
1-517-487-3528 

TAKE A LOOK AT I 

, I 

Send fo r 
th is 
FREE 
Full-colo r . 
Brochure 
You can see Viking 's 
all new line of 
custom-mace cues 

i tlVsendi nathis.cOUD)n to : 
I - Viking Cue Mfg. Inc. 

. Department BN 

UNE. 

Ad dress 

Ci ty 

I 27 10 Syene Rood State Z ip 

L _ ~d~o~,~.!..5E.!..3 -'- ____ ~ ___ _ _ _ ' ____ _ _ _ ___ .~ . 

9-BaIl Championships 
May 22-28 

- Dearborn Hotel 
Indianapolis , Indiana 

Port Angeles Derby Days 
9-Ball Championships 
September 1-3 

, Port Angeles , Washington 

U.S. Open Snooker 
October 13-15 
Cushion 'n Cue 
Oak Park, Michigan 
1-313-541-1608 

World 9-Ball Open 
Men's and Women's 
June 2-4 

BIlliard News National Open 
Straight Pool Championships 
September 1-4 

Llatlnga In the tournament calendar are 
provIded fr_ to tournament sponsors 
aa a aervlce to our readera. 

Hall of Fame Bill iards 
Lansing, Michigan 
1-517-487-4578 

Men's & Women 's 
Cushion 'n Cue 
Livon ia, Mich igan 

We suggeat that dates and tlmea be 
verified wIth the tournament altea 
dIrectly In order to avoId any Incon
venIence. 

legend Tavern 
Nine Ball Open 
June 17-18 
Legend Tavern 
Ocean Shores , Washington 
1-206-289-8977 

, Capital City 
Straight Pool Open 
Ju ly 1-4 
Velvet Rail Billiards 
Lansing , Michigan 
1-517-487-3528 

PPPA World Open 
August 12-19 
Biltmore Hotel 
New York, New York 

(213) 372-6519 

c::Richl£ 9tounce 
Ctutom ::Pool CUE.j. 

<'With dVatu'tal !Balance. 

RICHIE FLO RENCE 
DALE PATTEN 

P.O. BOX 603 
REDONDO BEACH, CA 90277 

cw~ 
MASTER OF OVER 150 TRIC 

FOR THE BEGINNER SIX SECRETS OF POCKET BILLIARDS IN TRICK SHOT FORM. 

I~ 
POCKET TWO MAKE 

OCUE 

~ 
BAllS WITH All THREE PLUS 2 

~ MAKE THE 

A'BllLIAR'O BAllS IN OTHER GROUP SHOT ONE SHOT SHOTS 
CUE 0 IN ROTATIOIII for only A. 0 CUE .. -BLACK BALL MAKE TWO MAKE BOTH MAKE $5!>O WITHOUT BALLS FROM BlACK BALLS THREE BALLS 

HlnlNG CAN'T . IN OIiESHOT °CUE THIS rAIL =r:::E~ GREY BAlL MISS IN ROTATIOII • DOESN'T MDVE 

FOR THE ADVANCED PLAYER THE SECRET OF SETTING UP TRICK SHOTS CONSISTENTL: : 

GROUP f,UE 

B. H~ 
TO MAKE 

THE BLACK 
BAll 

. ... 

CUE THREE 
o BALLS IN 

OIlE SHOT 
III ROTATION 

THREE BALLS 
IN OIiESHOT 
IN ROTATION 

O CUE 

All FOUR " /' FIVE BAllS IN 
BALLS IN ~ , ONE SHOT 
OIlE SHOT ~ III ROTATIOII 

IN ROTATION /' . ...... 

o 
CUE 

- MAKE THE 
CENTER BAll 
III ANY ONE 

OF THE FOUR 
roC1tETS 

DR 

SIX BALLS 
IN OIiESHOJ 
IN ROTATION 

PLUS 2 
SHOTS FROM 

BELOW 
for only 

$5~O 

FOR THE PROFESSIONAL YOU'VE SEEN THESE SHOTS BUT CAN YOU SET THEM UP ? 

GROUP 
c: 

o 

ONE BALLIN 
EADlPDCKET 

THREE WAYS 
TO SET UP 
THIS SHOT 

C\)CUE 

O~ 

CAll THE 
BlACK BAll 
IN THE lEFT 

CORNER 
POCKET 

.w. 
°CUE . CS: 

MAKE 
THE BLACK 

' BAll FROM 
OTHER SlOE 
OF RACK 

SIX BALLS III 
ROTATION ON 
ONE SHOT 

o 
CUE 

_ <0 . 

R MOVE All 
15 BAllS 

AND MAKE 
~ . ONLY THE 
FO BLACK 
o BAll 

INTHE 
o LEFT SIDE 

CUE POCKET 

MAKE THE 
BLACK BALL 

"'% IIiTHE 

Ioo OO'e'O'lP 
RIGHT SIDE 

o POCKET 
CUE 

PLUS 2-
PROPOSITION 

SHOTS 
for only 

$5!>O 

GROUPS YOU CAN LEARN THE PHYSICS OF THE GAME FASTER BY DOING TRICK SHOTS. 

D. SIX TRICK BILLIARD SHOTS FOR 3 CUSHION PLAYERS· AMAZE YOUR BILLIARD FRIENDS $5.00 
E. SIX PROPOSITION SHOTS SHOTS TO BET ON· PICK UP SOME BREAD· BE THE FIRST TO KNOW $10.00 
F. SIX ORIGINAL TRICK SHOTS NEVER SHOWN BEFORE · PUT NEW SHOTS IN YOUR EXHIBITlO!, $10.00 
G. TO ORDER THE SET (A.- F.) SEND $25.00 LEARN OVER 30 DIFFERENT SCIENTlAC FACTS OF POOL 

Beautiful diagrams that illustrate precisely how to set up and hit these 
shots. Diagrams above roughly illustrate the shots you 'll receive . Order by 
group A, B, C, etc. and send money order. CItech.~~~. 

WILLIE JOPLING • P. O. BOX 2215· LYNCHBURG, VA. • 24501 

~ 



Bull 
Shots 

By BOB MULLEN 

The world may be nearing 
the age of enlightenment as 
far as pool is concerned. 

Recognition of the 
popularity of the " Game" 
by the media is approaching 
fast and we may have the 
"Fats and Willie Show" to 
thank for it. 

In talking with the pro-

~ -- - -------------------------------------------~~----------------------------

moters, Charles Ursitti, Jim 
Jacobs and Bill Cayton, we 
discovered that the ratings 
for the "great shootout" 
were comparable to some of 
the best offered on Wide 
World of Sports. Pool picked 
up a 37.5 rating as com
pared to an' Ali Boxing 
Match rating of 42.5. 

Maybe there really is a 
Roone Arledge and maybe, 
he along with the others 
with the word will see pool 
for what it is' and give the 
'game' its deserved ex
posure on the tube. 

We know one thing for 
sure, pool is more popular 
than wrist wrestling, nose 
picking and barrel ·jumping 
in 1967 Corvett~s. 

Speaking of the Fats and 
Willie Show, this publication 
was , swamped with letters 
pro and con. Both of these 
letters had diverse views 
and while putting the pro , 
letter in the Mail Column I 
feel that I must relate the 
"con" letter in this column. 

We have a regular' cor
respondent, Stanley M. 
Boering of Venieta, Penn
sylvania who writes us of 
his dislike for the matCh-Up 
of the Fatman and Mosconi. 
Stanley claims that the N a
tional Billiard News should 
not have let it happen and 
the match-Up was 
ridiculous. 

Well, Stan old boy, you 

are losing perspective 
again. 

The NBN was there but 
only as spectators and I am 
sure that ABC-TV would 
care less about any thing we 
would say. If they did I 
would have suggested 6 
more matches around the 
United States getting more 
exposure for pool than it's 
had in all of its years. 

Mr. Boering also in
timates that we, the NBN, 
should maintain a position 
of upgrading the game of 
pool and I for one, (and I am 
only one of the publishers 
and writers of this publica
tion), feel that pocket 
billiards is a name of a 
game that I do not 
recognize. " Pool" is the 
name of this game and that 
is the label the public 
recognizes. Joe Fan will 
never call it " Pocket 
Billiards" because the 
name immediately im
plants a state of confusion. 

One of the problems that 
pool fans share is the guilt 
feelings of a person who en
joys playing a game that is 
thought of as an abcess on 
the buttocks of ihe sports 
world, and there is no 
reason for it. It's a great 
game and most of us think 
it's the , finest sport 
available, but let's not feel 
guilty about it. Let's not try 
to upgrade the "game" that 
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we are all proud of and does 
not need it. 

Barry Berhman of Nor
folk, Virginia's Q Master 
Billiards is again providing 
the nine ball nuts of the 
world a showcase for their 
talents and one that means 
money for one and alI-. 
Barry is having a US Open 
Nine Ball Tournament at his 
room with $12,500.00 
guaranteed prize money. 
With $5000.00 for 1st prize . 
and half of that for second 
Barry expects a gigantic 
field but he can only ac
commodate the first thirty 
two (32) players who send 
in. 

If he gets the full field or 
even excess of 24 par
ticipants Behrman will add 
to the prize money and to 
the payment of places. He is 
now planning on paying to 
8th place. Get in touch with 
Behrman or James Hall in 

DANNY JANES 

Norfolk at (A/C 804) 853-
9500. 

Barry called to tell us 
about this upcoming event 
and the conversation got 
around to Pool on TV as it 
often does with promoters of 
the game. He was aware of 
the fact that CBS and ABC 
had recently , exposed the 
game to the uninitiated and 
wants to contact NBC about 
a little 9 Ball. This commen
dable venture on his part 
can only lead to disappoint
ment-and frustration. 

ABC TV seems to be the 
_ only network with the 

slightest bit of interest in 
the game and it's effect on 
the public. The CBS show on 
the Challenge of the Sexes 
with Lou Butera and 
Palmer Byrd was a 
disaster. 

The commentator knew 

Please tum to Page 21 

JOSS CUES 
TOWSON, MARYLAND 

8741 A. Mylander Lane - Townson, Maryland 2120~ 
(301) 821-0064 

r. 

lelo-in on the famil"lloom game boom . 
with ~bonite/Fiichel ... the line that givei "Iou 
thc mOit to icll. . 

Ebonite/Fischer brings you the big
gest selection of family. room games in 
the business: billi ard tables . .. 3-in-1 
game tables' .. _. p inball -.. . bu mpe'r 
pool ... and more . A choice of 32 in al l. 

\ 

We also offer a choice of profi t pro
grams -- Willie Mosconi Dealership, 
Gold Cue Club, special dating and pre
paid freight programs. 

Call or wri te Vince Greico at (305) 821-
01 50 or, Ebonite Corporation , 14000 N.W. 
57th Court, Miami Lakes, FL 33014. 

~BOnIT~7L 
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Kollins' 
Kolu.mn 
Things your mother 
- . 

never told you 

The annual In
ternational 
Snooker League 
competition be
ing conducted 
this month pro- '!Il! 
vides a conve- ~~. 
nient excuse to 
pen a few words 
about the 
venerable, old 
English game, 
played on the six-
by twelve foot By TOM KOLLINS 
table. 

Snooker is worthy of at least some 
measure of every enthusiastic pool player's 
attention, if for no other reason than to guard 
against his own provincialism. The fact is, 
there are many valuable lessons to be learn
ed on that big table with the small balls and 
the tight pockets, that can be applied to the 
games of straight P091, nine ball, one pocket, 
and even eight ball. 

All of our pool games, except one pocket, 

demand a strong offense, which is only occa
sionally interrupted by brief flurries of what 
many consider to be uninteresting and time 
consuming defensive manuevers. These 
defensive manuevers, however, determine 
who will have the next offensive opportunity, 
and therein lies their importance. Obviously, 
as your scoring opportunities increase, your 
chances of winning are enhanced propor
tionately. 

Sound defensive tactics, even though you 
are infrequently called upon to use them, are 
insidiously effective. 

In 'snooker, situations that require defen
sive strategy and execution occur at least as 
often, and perhaps even more so, than offen
sive situations. When you play snooker, the 
increased exposure to these situations will 
result in an eventual understanding of them, 
which can then be carried over and used to 
advantage in similar circumstances on the 
pool table. ' 

The immense dimensions of the snooker 
table are another factor which will con
tribute to improving your pool game. The six 
by twelve isn't really as big as the A & P 
parking lot, it only looks that way. 

You've probably noticed how easy it is to 
pocket balls on a seven foot, bar-size table 
after y'ou've been playing in the pool room on 
a nine footer. You will attain a comparable 
increase in proficiency on the nine footer, 
after playing on the twelve foot snooker 
table. 

And you do more than just improve your 
"eye." You improve your concentration, as 
well as your basic fundamentals. For if you 
don't get your head down lower and in line 
with your cue, while at the same time paying 
attention to a myriad of other small details, 
when you 'shoot at a small ball ,that's twelve 
feet away, you're liable to miss it complete
ly. 

Please tum to Page 20 

Your Cue - A handcrafled fabricalion from your own design -
Rambow 'cues restored - Cue & table repair 

RAY SCHULER 
CUES · CUSTOM OR OFF , THE RACK 

BILLIARO TABLE SUPP liES 

eue rue~ 
1007 N . STRATF O R D RD. 

ARLINGTON HEI GHTS, I L LINO IS 60004 312/ 255- 1240 

CUSTOM CUES 
Handmade by 

NORMAN COOK 
Repairs . 

2150 U.S. 27 N. Phone 
(813) 453-6303 Avon Park, Florida 38825 

THREE GENERATIONS 
OF CUE MAKE,BS 

STAR 
PERFORMANCE 

STAR CUE Mfg. 
Finest Custom Cues 

Designed and Hand Made by A. Rich 

Also Repairs 
PHONE (305) 673-1133 / 

428 Jefferson Avenue 
(Off 5th Street) 

MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA 33139 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE BILLIARD CLUB 

'197K $10,000 9~ 
7tJ«IUeaHt&lt 

APRI L 21-22-23-28-29-3_0 ,. 
Golden Triangle Bill iard Club - 328 Forbes Ave., 2nd Floor- Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15222 

GAMES NIGHTLY: 7:30 and 10:00 p.m. FOR INFORMATION : 412-261-9567 
PROPER DRESS REQUIRED FORMAT OF TOURNAMENT-Round Robin Nine-Ball 150F29; Round Robin Str-aight Pool 150 Points 

, 4t4Ivti«9 
~ ~~ - 1977 PPPA World Champion-Asbury Park, New Jersey 

~ete ~9D- -~77 Champion VIP Tournament-Virgin Islands 

~ ~Uua.-1974 World Pocket Billiard ChampioR ~ Dayton, Ohio 
, 

~ ~ -1974 Wordl Champion of Pool-Los Angeles, California 

~ ~ foe, -1977 World Series of Pool Champion-Washington, D.C'. _ 
, \ Pt--~ -1977 International Champion-Osaka, Japan 



Venzke's 
View 
. , 

from 
the 
bleachers By BRUCE VENZKE 

Enough time has now passed that I can bring 
myself (barely) to comment rationally on the re
cent Social Security legislation passed by our 
latest collection of "public servants" in 
Washington. Though the current bunch is not 
directly responsible to a man for the sorry state of 
the SS ledgers, their "solution" hardly ranks as a 
brainstorm of inspired problem solving. 

It may just be that Barry Goldwater finally 
had a really good idea when he said (in effect): 
"The best thing that could be done with SS right 
now is to just plain scrap it and get out from under 
it once and for' all." 

That ideal surely might not be practical, but 
certainly a better solution could have been found 
tban the usual Congressional trouble shooting 
technique: throw billions of taxpayers' dollars at 
the problem until it seems to go away. 

I can't understand why there is an Office of 
Management and Budget - the federal govern
ment has little if any if any visible management 

/ 

and clearly has no concept of the objective of a 
budget. (Perhaps the OMB is secretly an arm of 
tl:le Bureau of Engraving and Printing, where the 
task of "making money" is a lot easier than it is 
for you and me.) 

The new SS taxes are stunning. (Actually, so ' 
were the old ones.) In 1949, the maximum tax was 
$30 per year. Nine y,ears later (958) it had more 
than tripled, to $94.50. Nine years after that (1967) 
they had more than tripled that amount, to 
$290.40. And nine years later (976), they had 
again tripled, to $895.05. 

If we project another nine years (to 1985) ,' w,.e 
see the current schedule calls for that monstrous 
tax to triple yet again, to $2686.05! Let's hope that 
the 1994 SS tax doesn't follow the pattern (it would 
be over S8oo0) ... but don't bet against it. 

Also bear in mind that all these amounts are 
duplicated by the employer. So if you are for
tunate enough to earn $17,700 this year, you and 
your employer get to cough up a total of $2141.70. 
That's only 35 times what you'd have paid 30 years 
ago. And believe me with their escalator clause, 
it's just the beginning. 

Of course, I have a solution. 

Be a hustler, whereby you are not on a payroll 
and can escape SS taxes . Simple, right? 

And that brings me to the second point of this 
. column. I have never understood the finances of 
road hustlers, and I hereby invite any player who 
makes his living solely by hustling and pool 
gambling to send me a few paragraphs or pages 
explaining the finances of it. 

Now I don't mean the gambits and hustling 
techniques used to win, although we'll do that at a 
later time, too. What I'd like is an honest period by 
period account of money won, lost, travel ex
penses, food and lodging costs, etc., over a length 
of time long enough to be representative of how a 
road player gets by. 

. Don't worry about being fancy ; just so I can 
. decipher the info. Be legitimate and honest, and 

April, 1978- THE NATIONAL BILLIARD NEWS-Page 7 

·include any data that you think will help us 
understnd the life of a road player, from the point 
of view of finances. 

I'll print the story that seems most honest, 
realistic .and representative. The writer's name 
will not be used unless so indicated (and in fact, 
the writer's name need not even be given). 

Send to Bruce Venzke, 17901 W. Rogers 
Driver, New Berlin, WI 53151, prior to May 31, 
1978. 

POT SHOTS FROM THE PAST 

Being a glance at some news of the past, com
/ piled from Billiard News past issues: 

5 Years Ago: April, 1973 
I 

• Machine Gun Lou Butera's win in Fred 
Whalen's World Invitational 14.1 Championships 
in Los Angeles was reported in the NBN. 
Featuring a run of 150-and-out in 21 minutes, plus 
back-to-back wins over Irving Crane, the victory 
was a "dream come true" for the candid and col
orful (and pretty) Butera. 

• Dallas West defeated Willie Munson in the 
finals of the 8th Annual Midwest Open at State and 
Madison Recreation in Rockford to secure a spot 
in the 1973 U.S. Open, his 8th consecutive ap
pearance in the BCA event. 

• Allen Hopkins topped a field of 16 to win the 
1973 Palmer Cue Open at Hi-Cue Billiard Lounge 
in Elizabeth, New Jersey, to gain his entry to the 
1973 U.S. Open. It took two playoff matches for 
Hopkins to relegate Gentlemen Jack ColaVita to 
2nd place in the five-day event. 

• NBN Columnist Dan Brule, commenting on 
equipment and conditions in the "good 01' days," 
reported a table manufactured in Manhatten that 

~Please turn to Page 20 

Where Quality Counts 

When you buy a GANDY Product, you know you are Getting the best! 

GANDY'S INDUSTRIES, INC. 
Roy and Kim Gandy 

510 11th St. / P.O. Box 533/ (912) 745·7621 
Macon, Georgia 31202 
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Women 's 6-ball 

Bentz. Collard 
share top spot 

By MARK WILSON 

MILWAUKEE - Julie 
Bentz and -Kathy Collard, 
both of Madison, . retired as 
co-champions in the .King 
Cue Billiards Women's Six
Ball Tournament held on 
February 19. 

The event, the first 
women's tourney sponsored 
by King Cue, attracted a 
near-unprecedented field of 
20 . players from the 
Chicago, Rockford, 
Madison, and greater 
Milwaukee areas. Ac-
cording to tournamenf 
director Dan McCann, nine 
of the competitors were 
newcomers to tournament 
play, including 6th · place 
finisher Cookie Walczak 
(Chicago). 

Walczak advanced from 
her bracket . in this round 
robin event along with Deb
bie Ronayne (5th place), the 
Milwaukee superstar. 

In another br(!,cket, Carol 
Olla got a taste of the 
"agony of defeat" in her 
first tournament when she 
lost out in a close 3-way tie 
playoff with tournament 
veterans Cindy Taylor (7th 
place) and Toren Twaite 
(8ih) , . both also from 
Milwaukee. 

Julie Bentz, who will de
fend her title as National 

\ 

Collegiate Champion in 
April, and Ardith Barry 
(Milwaukee) took the top 
spots in their bracket 
though Bentz had to surpass 
a loss to novice Nancy 
Rowin (Chicago) and Barry 
had to get past Rowin in a 
playoff. 

From the remammg 
bracket, Kathy Collard, who 
was undefeated, and Sharon 
Conway (Chicago) went to 
the finals . Conway though 
had to survive a playoff for 
the second spot with another 
tough fi.rst-timer Debbie 
Stanelle of Milwaukee. 

In the ' first round of toe 
finals Bentz defeated 
Twaite (8-6), Barry was 
over Taylor (8-3), 'Collard 
beat Ronayne (8-2), and 
Conway defeated Walczak 
(8-6) . 

In . the next round the 
pulchritudinous Ms. Bentz 
defeated Ardie Barry by a 
score of 8-3, while on the 
next table, Collard, who was 
running out of steam after 
her pressure match with 
Ronayne, barely maintain
ed the~ early lead she com
manded to eliminate Con
way. 

The 3rd and 4th playoff 
between Barry and Conway, 
a short set _ made even 
shorter by two payballs on 
the break, was won by 
Barry (4-3). 

NOT JUST ANOTHER BRIDGE HEAD 

Easy Fit Tapered .H:.:.ol:.:.e.-J.-"'""--"'"'I 

BRIDGE STICK CLEARS 
BALLS WHEN SHOQTIHG 
INBETWEEN THEM IN 
UPRIGHT POSITION 

3/ 16'" HIGHER 

SLOT END WHICH ALWAYS RESTS ON TABLE SUR FACE IS 
W' WIDER THAN SHOOTING END. STABILITY IS INCREASED 
25% WHICH IS VERY IMPORTANT WHEN USING ONE BRIDGE 
HEAD IN UPRIGHT POSITION OR TWO INTERLOCKED AS 
SHOWN A.BOVE. 

$1.45 Each Bridga Head 
Buy ·Three Get One FREE 
Specify Pool or Snooker 

Billiard Rooms 
One Each beneath Each Table 

Permits over 20 Variable Heights 

Add only 70c postage -
regardless of order size 

Send check or money order 
Russo Interlocking Bridge 

P.O. Box 629 
Trenton, New Jersey 08608 

, ) 

INDY OPEN 
.75000 0 9-8all Tournament 

MAY 2 2 thru 28 
Hotel Dearborn 

3208 E. Michigan-Indianapolis , India na 46290 

Featuring Buddy Hall - '74 World Champ 

Larry Hubbart - '76 World Ch amp / 

MONEY IN ESCROW 

1st - $3 ,000 
5th - $400 

St. Louis Louis - '78 Citrus Open 

2nd - $1 ,500 
6th - $400 

3rd - $1,000 
7th - $250 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 

STEVE OAKS, Director 

4th - $700 
, 8th - $250 

Joe Priola or Dan Lewin ' 317-266-9161 or 634-2326 

A true custom cue handmade by Bill Stroud 
Now available at the following locations across America. 

California 
Billiard Tavern Upstairs 
11 06 Broadway 
San Diego, Ca. 92101 
College Billiard Center 
5303 EI Cajon Blvd. 
San Diego, Ca. 92115 
Jointed Cue Billiards 
2375 Fruitridge Rd. 
Sacramento, Ca. 95822 

Colorado 
Bowl-Mor Lanes I 

31 W Las Vegas / 
Colorado Springs, Co. 80901 

FlorIda 
Brew & Cue 
422 N. Duvall St 
Tallahassee, Fl. 32302 
l ucas Billiard Supply 
1626 University Blvd. W 
Jacksonville, Fl. 32217 

illinoIs 
Maries Golden Cue 
3241 West Montrose 
Chicago, II. 60618 
State & Madison Recreation 
301 E. State 
Rockford, II. 61101 

IndIana 
Billiard Ball , 
624 N. Michigan 
S. Bend, In. 46601 

Family Billiards 
5901 Pendleton Ave. 
Anderson, In. 46011 
Bob Hendrix . 
6720 Hogue Rd. 
Evansville, In. 47712 
Steepleton of Indiana, Inc. 
2110 N. Meridian St 
Indianapolis, In. 46202 

MIssourI 
Afton Billiards 
8632 Gravois 
St. louis, Mo. 63123 

MIchIgan 
Cuemaster 
12 Mile Rd. 
Berkley, M i. 48072 
Velvet Rail 
2004 E. Narch 
Lansing, Mi. 48906 

MInnesota 
Bohemian Cue Service 
4300 McMeneny St. 
St Paul, Mn. 55110 
Gentleman Jim's 
407 W Lake St 
Minneapolis, Mn. 55408 

New Mexico 
Pro Billiard 
1505 Grant 
Carlsbad, N.M. 88220 

New York 
McGirr's Billiard 
709 8th Ave. 
New York, N.V. 10001 

OhIo 
Hi-Cue 
5083 Monroe St 
Toledo, Oh. 43623 
Forest Park Billiards 
4425 Forest Park lower Mall 
Dayton; Oh. 45405 

Soutti Carolina 
Tucker Billiard Supply 
2046 Remount Rd. 
N. Charleston; S.c. 29406 

Texas 
Bowling & Billiard Supplies, Inc. 
1844 Frederecksburg 
San Antonio, Tx. 78205 
lemons 
4425 Lemmon Ave. 
Dallas, Tx. 75219 
Mickey Finn's 
2832 Blystone In. 
Dallas, Tx. 75220 

- VIrginIa 
Gibb's Billiard 
4859 va. Beach Rd. 
va. Beach, va. 23462 

WrIte today for a free color brochure. 
For InformatIon about retail opportunItIes, ph~ase wrIte or call. 

POST OFFICE B9~<'~~Q9? I.T.U~ .9~~t-tQ~ l~P? I.~I.~~~~~~~ .... ~ 
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Aulhor, player Boberl ByrDe 
wriles of billiards aDd IUDDels 

, , . 

Reprinted .from 
Civil Engineering 

Editor, humorist, novelist 
and pool player all combine 
to describe the multi
talented Robert Byrne, who 
also is a civil engineer. With 
three books already to his 
credit, the former editor of 
Western Construction has 
just come out with a novel, 
The Tunnel, which deals 
with the construction of an 
English Channel tunnel. 

It not only makes the civil 
engineer the hero, but also 
has as a backdrop the in
herent drama of a large 
scale construction proj~c~:_ 

When Robert Byrne came 
to Civil Engineering office 
earlier this year, he had a 
pool cue case under one 
arm, a briefcase under the 
other. In New York at the 
time to promote his new 
suspenseful novel, The Tun
nel, which casts a civil 
engineer as the hero, he also 
managed to pursue his pas
sion - billiards - by ar
ranging to play in a tourna
ment in Queens. 

It is his fascination witn 
billiards that led him to a 
former project and also his 
newest. The earlier is a 
book called McGoorty, the 
true story of a famous or in
famous, depending on which 
side of the bet you happen to 

be on, pool hustler named 
Dan McGoorty. 

The book presents a 
delightful look into the sub
culture of the pool/billiards 
world. Byrne's newest pro
ject, the yet unpublished 
How to Play Pool and 
Billiards, is a cleverly il
lustrated instructional 
piece. 

But the questions arises : 
How does a 1954 civil 
engineering graduate of the 
University of Colorado end 
up writing books on pool and 
then a novel, no less? 

Although the only civil 
engineer to edit his college's 
humor magazine, Byrne 
started his career conven
tionally - as a junior 
engineer with the City of 
San Francisco. But a year 
later he joined the staff of 
Western Construction 
magazine, becoming editor 
in 1961. 

In 1968, he published his 
first book, Writing Rackets, 
an expose of the mail order 
writing courses. It led, with 
a later assist from Jessica 
Mitford's article in Atlantic 
(based in part on Byrne's 
book), to the bankruptcy of 
the once mighty Famous 
Writers School. 

His next book was 
Memories of a Non-Jewish 
Childhood, coming about 
because, he says, "my wife 
laughed at my childhood 
stories." So here we have a 

Imported Finished 

SLATE 
--e--

Lucite Cue Points 

FEATHERSTRIPS 
ast Draw Green Dot Cue Balls 

--e--

Eastern Slate 
151 Highland Ave. (P.O. Box 84) 

Somerville, Mass .. 02145 

(617) '625-2500 

chronicle of a Catholic 
growing up in Dubuque, 
Iowa, showing that Portnoy 
wasn't the only kid who had 
trouble with adolescence. 

His hobby of pool and 
billiards brought him into 
contact with the 
pool/billiard crows. Ap
praching McGoorty , a pool 
hustler he had befriended, 
with the idea of telling his 
life story, Byrne was initial
ly rebuffed. 

However, when McGoorty 
contracted what he describ
ed as the "big C" (cancer), 
he agreed to let the world in 
on his life. 

The final product is both 
humorous and sad, but 
always highly readable. 

It is full of such McGoorty 
gems as "The green felt 
(pool) cost me every job I 
ever had.. . One thing 
always puzzled me. Why do 

people feel so bad when they 
lose a job? It made me feel 
happy as hell, and I always 
celebrated with a few 
drinks. When you get a job, ' 
that's when you shoufd have 
a long face. You need a few 
drinks then, too." 

Still these undertakings 
, are a long way from a novel. 
, But there were things Byrne 

wanted to say and he saw a 
massive construction pro
ject as offering the perfect 
dramatic backdrop. 

Byrne felt compelled to 
bring out those highlights 
hidden to the public behind 
"authorized personnel on
ly" signs. This allowed him 

Please turn to Page 23 

4 1 4 - 251 - 4090 

McDERMOTT 
CUE MFG., INC. 

W 186N7137 MARCY RD , 

MEN OMONEE FALLS, WIS , 53051 

A true custom cue -
handmac:Je by Bilt Stroud 
POST OFACE BOX 35069 .:. 
TULSA. OKLAHOMA .741 
91~6j-6:222 " ., 

• 
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Snooker News 
from the ISL 

SCOTLAND - "It's a wonder you didn't hear the yell 
- CANADA HERE WE COME! !" 

The quote came from the Scots Team Captain's (Bert 
DeMarco) letter after reading the official notice from the 
ISL informing The Angle Club (Edinburgh) of their elec
tion to full membership in the ISL and that they would 
definitely play in Toronto even if it meant nine teams. 

It continued - "-all of us are looking forward to 
meeting - all members of the ISL. Three players and two 
wives will make up our Edinburgh squad." 

, Outside of answers to many questions asked of the Ex-
ec. Dir. SCOTLAND IS SET!!! - AND - your reporter is 
certain that it will be a great new step for the ISL. 

NEW YORK ATHLETIC CLUB - The Knights of The 
Green Table are expecting a number of ISL visitors to the 
Club House for warm-ups, etc., during the week prior to the 
ISL GALA in Toronto. 

Wives may now stay at the Club - but - your Exec. 
Dir. should know as soon as possible as to your Room Re
qUirements if you intend to stay at the Club. We will also 
provide Guest Cards to all ISL visitors which give you all 
privileges of the Club including a charge account for all ex
penses while at the Club - Rooms, Meals, Swimming, 
Saunas, etc., will all be available to you as well as the 
Snooker facilities. 

Some have advised us that they will plan to stay in New 
York a few days AFTER the Toronto Tournament and we 
are making such arrangements for them at NY AC - you 
may also be in this classification. 

The NY AC Party will arrive in Toronto on the first of 
April. 

ISL SPONSOR ACTIVITY - The ISL Office has really 
been active in this field during the last month and the 
following progress report can be made to you at this time. 

COSMOPOLITAN BILLIARD SUPPLY CO. Ltd. 
(LONDON, ENGLAND) 

SUPERCRYSTALATE'Sparents!! ! 
John Warnford-Davis, Cosmopolitan's President and 

Chairman accompanied by his charming wife made NY AC 
their New York Headquarters during a short visit to New 
York before vacationing in the Bahamas. 

A long discussion on the ISL (and the United States 
Snooker Control Council) and Snooker in Canada and the 
USA - plus a visit to NY AC's famous Billiard Room -
resulted finally in a call a week later over Trans-Atlantic 
telephone by Jim Cameron of SUPER CRYSTALATE, an 
avid ISL booster, with the great news that his company 
would not wait another year to identify itself with the ISL 
but instead would be able to "help a little this year" by 
making $1000 available to be divided by this office between 
the ISL and the USSCC. 

Please turn to Page 22 

SUPER CRYSTALATE BALLS ... 
Were used in the 197'7 U.S. Open and 
1977 Canadian Snooker Championships 

$75.00 per Set 

Bll1..IARD CLOTH 

Bolt Price $1750.00 
All Wool-Made in England-76"'Width- 28·29 Ounce 

11 6x12 Cloths Guaranteed per Bolt 
This cloth used in 1974·75-76·77 Canadian Snooker Championships 
and 1977 U:S. Open Snooker Championships 

HEAD OFFICE' 

1407 CARLING AVENUE 
OnAWA, CANADA K1Z 7L6 

BRANCH OFFICE: 

1769 REGENT STREET 
SUDBURY, CANADA PJE JZ7 

PLAY WITH CONFIDENCE We pay • GREEN FEDERAL RESERVE NOTES 

MAY~9~1" 
PLAY STARTS FRJDAY 6:00 P.M. , 

r$~$t~~$$$~~' $$$$$9$~~ 

i , §! 1500 4!!! .400 I! 
$ .m! +800 6!1! f300 $ 

; 3m +500 .!!!f200 ~ 
~ .$ $.$ $ ALL PRIZES GUARANTEED $ $ ~ $t$ 

eNTRY FI!l!r 15 ,. 100 --- - - MONEY OA.OEFtS ONL-Y 

Best of 21 qQWleS --- Oouble Elimina'ion 
One foul cuebal' anywheNe ov\ -\-ab\e. 
e,cupt- on break .. 

- E,)(H I BITORS -

Viking Cue Co. e Mali CldheJoss West-Hubbart Originals·W;ffies8eads 

- ADMISSION -
two sessions dallv .• 600 per session 
ClII sessions "IO~. save .15 

JOE F, FARHAT'S 

~~ 
2004 N. LARCH (517-487-3528) LANSING, MlCH. 4890G 
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the lady 
is 'a champ 

ByBOBBYRNE 

Loni Brandes, the "Queen 
of the Green" from 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, is 
not only a three cushion 
player with recent tourna
ment wins over such for
midable foes as George 
Ashby, Bob Ameen and Bill 
Hawkins, she's a whiz at 
almost everything else she 
touches. ' . 

Before leaving Japan' in 
1953 she had won a national 
women's all sports competi
tion and was considered one 
of the country's best divers. 
In the United States she has 
become a fine golfer, a 185 
average bowler, and a pro
mising tennis player. 

She was a straight A stu
dent in school, she is a gour
ment cook who has never 
served her husband a frozen 
meal, and she works full 
time as manager of an of
fice with sixty employees. 

Her husband (how lucky 
can you get?) once asked 
her what sport she would 
keep if she had to give up all 
but one. She didn't hesitate 
in her reply, she told me 
during her August foray into 
California last year. 

Tops in service, plus decades upon 
decades of experience and specializa, 
tion, What better combination to serve 
your billiard and rec/ room needs? 

"Billiards, without a 
doubt. It's such a great 
game and such a challenge. 
There's a thrill a minute 
and there is always more to 
learn. 

"But it doesn't come easy 
for me, unlike a lot of things 
I've tried. Maybe that's 
what keeps me engrossed -
knowing that it's the world's 
toughest game and knowing 

that I 'll never really master 
it. 

"!think of it this way: Im
agine a man with five 
mistresses. Four of them he 
keeps just for the prestige. 
The fifth he really loves, but 
she doesn't particularly 
care for him and is mean to 
him. 

"The fifth ' mistress ... 
that's the way it is with 
billiards and me." 

STRESSING 
"SMOOTHNESS" 
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STRESSING 
"FIRMN"ESS" 

.I 

Manu facturer and distributor for 
SCHMIDT antiqu~ and modem pool 

, and billiard tables, equipment and sup' 
plies, BRUNSWICK franchise dealer, 
Specialists in ivory balls, custom tables 
and personalized cues, 

Both Made in Chicago by the World's Leading Chalk Maker 
. 

A.E. Schm1dt CO. 
, 

112 SIDNEY STREET ST. lOUIS. MISSOURI 63104 FIBRE co., Inc. 

2003 WEST FULTON STREET 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60612 

./ 
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'A more perfect sphere thana bal 

.. 

- ABOVE: Employees of the Albany-Hyatt Billiard Ball Company on 
the job during various stages of production. 
,OPPOSITE PAGE: Robert E. Simpson, general manager of the 
company, holds the famous product. 
BELOW: An article in the 1912 edition of The Knickerbocker Press. 
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Reprinted from The Knickerbocker News, New York 

By JEFF SOMMER 

Enter an old-fashioned pool hall 
with harsh, shaded lights cutting 
through the gloom over a grass
green pool table. 

Or walk into a gentlemen's billiard 
room with oak paneling, fancy 
wainscotting, padded armchairs .and 
plenty of good liquor. 

Or step inside a finished basement 
or suburban den equipped with a 
well-used home pool table. 

There is a subtle sound: The light 
click of billiard balls in gentle colli
sion. It is too faint to stand up to the 
thwack of baseball and bat or the 
smash of bowling ball and pins. 

But to a pool shark, or a gentleman 
billiardist, or a dabbler on a home 
pool table, that light, quick click con
jures up an entire sport. 

For more than a century, millions 
of the best billiard balls clicking 
around the world have been 
manufactured by the Albany Billiard 
Ball Co., which started business at 
Grand and Plain streets in, Albany's 
South end in 1868. 

The company, which has been' at 
~08 Delaware Ave. since World War 
~I, is famous in pool halls around the 

world. Among many serious pool 
players, in fact , Albany is known as 
"the place where they make those 
good billiard balls." 

But Albany billiard balls have at-
- tracted interest far from the sporting 
world. The first of them, many ex
perts believe, were the first commer
cially prepared plastic products ever 
made. 

Dr. John Eklund, curator of the 
history of chemistry at the Smithso
nian Institution in Washington, D.C., 
says, "The billiard ball company is 
one of the oldest - and very possibly 
the oldest - plastics companies in 
the world." Sold to new owners last ' 
September and renamed the Ablany
Hyatt Billiard Ball Co., it is also the 
only major billiard ball firm in the 
United States. 

Eklund is collecting the company's 
documents and artifacts "to round 
out the Smithsonian's collection on 
the history of chemistry." . 
, John Wesley Hyatt, one of the com
pany's founders, was "one of the 
most important men in the develop
ment of modern chemistry in the 
United States," Eklund said. 

A printer by trade, Hyatt 
discovered, and is believed . to have 
named, celluloid. He developed this 
early plastic in an attempt to win a 
$10,000 prize offered by the 
Brunswick-Balke Collender Co., the 
world's leading billiard firm in the 

. mid-19th century, and the 
predecessor of today's Brunswick 
Corp. / . 

The $10,000 prize was to go to the 
inventor of a substitute for ivory, 
long the prime substance used in 
billiard ball manufacture. One hun
dred years ago, 12,000 elephants 
were slaughtered yearly simply to 
keep billiard balls spinning on the 
green-feU-topped tables of the 
British Empire, according to Sir 
John Squire, a British billiards ex
pert. 

As the market for billiards e~pCl:nd-
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particularly jn the United States, 
became increasingly rare. If 

were to survive, billiard 
believed, an ivory sur

had to be created. 
many great inventors, Hyatt 

,.,,,a',,,,,,,ol'l to have stumbled upon the 
his discovery by accident -
he was tenacious and in

IgerUo\lS in developing it. 
In slow hours in his Albany prin

ting shop, he experimented with all 
kinds of resins and adhesives, suc
ceeding merely in making his fingers 
sore. So he smeared a substance 
known among printers as "artificial 
skin," or collodion, on his fingers. 

Collodion was made primarily of 
nitrocellulose. It hardened when dry, 
and soothed battered hands. 

After experimenting with it in 
diverse ways, Hyatt eventually found ' 
that when nitrocellulose, camphor 
and a small amount of alcohol are 
heated to 500 degrees Fahrenheit, the 
mixture becomes soft and pliable 
and can be molded in a hydraulic 
press. After cooling it becomes hard ~ 
again, with a consistency and density 
not very different from ivory. 

The Albany-Hyatt Billiard Ball Co. 
has no record of Hyatt ever actually 
collecting the $10,000 prize. But he 
and several financial backers set up 
the Albany firm. And Hyatt spawned 

several new industries. 
Celluloid turned out to be the base 

of photographic film. It was used in 
the manufacture of a variety of ob
jects and implements, including the 
detachable collar, for decades the 
main industry of Troy, "The Collar 
City." And, according to Eklund, 
celluloid- appears to have been the 
beginning of the plastics industry. 

Hyatt had a problem with his first 
celluloid billiard balls: Celluloid is · 
highly flammable. The expected 
light click of colliding balls was often 
a loud band instead, because the first . 
celluloid spheres had a disconcerting 
tendency to explode on contact. -

Hyatt gradually improved his pro
duct, by adding other elements to it. 
The "composition" billiard ball, with 
a celluloid base, dominated the sport 
until the 1960s. 

During World War II, a German 
engineer developed a new type of 
plastic - a white liquid phenolic 
resin - that proved to be even better 
for billiard balls than celluloid. The 
engineer fled from the Nazis and was 
aided in his escape by the president 
of a British billiard ball firm that 
then was controlled by the Albany 
Billiard Ball Co. 

The engineer's patents came under 
the Albany company's control, ac
cording to Richard Ingraham, an of~ 
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ficial at the Albany. International 
Corp., which owned the Albany 
Billiard Ball Co. from 1969 until the 
sale of - the billiard company in 
September. 

The phenolic resin balls now made 
by the company are " a more perfect 
sphere than a ball-bearing. Our balls 
very no more than half a thousandth 
of an inch," says Bob Simpson, 
manager of the Delaware A venue 
factory. It takes one month and 12 
complicated steps - including resin
making, casting, grinding, ,·engrav
ing·, waxing, buffing, and inspecting 
- for the company to finish a batch 

of billiard balls. 
Many of the firm's machines imd 

processes are patented, and Eklund 
says, "I've visited the factory, and 
their operation is extremely 
sophisticated and meticulous." 

Last year the company sold more 
than 2.2 million balls valued at more 
than $2 million, amounting to more 
than 50 per cent of the domestic 
market, according to company of
ficials. 

But they say the firm has been hurt 
in recent years by Belgian com
panies that have exported cheaper 
and less finely crafted balls. And, 
they add, it was the stiff · aelgian 
competition - and a decline in 
billiard sales due to the popularity of 

competing amusements, such as 
electronic videogames - that led 
Albany International Corp. to sell the 
billiard firm. 

David Carey, the billiard com
pany's new -53-year-old president, 
spends most of his time on the road, 
acting as his own chief salesman. 
"We've got to convice the company's 
old customers that we're going to 
keep making first-rate billiard balls, 
balls that are better-than any made 
abroad," he sain. . 

While it employed more ' than 100 
workers a year ago, the company 
now has a staff of only 35. Simpson 
says: "We hope to increase our staff. 
but that's not going to happen in the 
next several weeks. We'll rehire laid
off workers .- out only after sales 
have gone up." 
, Carey says he is committed to en

suring the firm's long-term survival 
and growth. As things stand now, its 

_ billiard balls - which can be discern
ed by their thin glassy outer covering 
and fine engraving - are used in 
most' profeSSional tournaments 
around the globe. 

And in this country, that distinc
tive, ethereal click emanating from 
better pool halls, billiard parlors and 
finished basements comes from col
liding billiard balls fashioned here in 
Albany. "t ,-, 



Page 14-THE NATIONAL BILLIARD NEWS-April,1978 

WNBA proposes million dollar tourney 
LAKE FOREST, CA -

The' World Nine Ball 
Association of Lake Forest, 
California, has announced 
tentative plans for the most 
ambitious tournament ever 
presented in the history of 
pool. 

In July of this year, in Las 
Vegas, they plan to hold, for 
professional and amateur 
alike, an open 9-ball tourna
ment with over one million 
dollars in cash prizes. First 
place is expected to pay 
$200,000, second place 
$100,000, with the cash 
awards descending all the 
way to 64th place, paying 
$6,000. 

In addition to cash prizes 
for the first 64 places, the 
next 64 places will win lux
ury trips for two to Eutope, 
the Orient, South America 
and fIawaii. 

The tournament is open to 
anyone, and will follow a 
single elimination, three out 
of five, loser breaks, for
mat. 

Further plans include a 
ladies only tournament with 
$100,000 in prizes and no ad
ditional entry fee. A $100,000 

"Early Bird" tournament 
and a $100,000 consolation 
tourriament for those 
eliminated in the first round 
are also planned. 

conducted by the WNBA 
and a public relations firm 
to determine what interest, 
amateur and professional, 
there is in participating. 

The exact dates in July 
have not yet b~en set. 

The tournament is 

A market survey is being 

scheduled to last for five 
days. Entry fee and 
registration includes a room 

IF YOU PLAY 
~trais~t Jool 

WE CAN HELP YOU 

PLAY BETTER TOM KOLLINS 
Instructor 

~clyool for ~traiglyt Jool , 
All classes are conducted at: 

BOB'S BILLIARDS 
4637 N. Milwaukee Ave. Chicago, III 60639 

Bob Ries, Proprietor 
For further information-write or call: 

- Tom Kollins 9953 South Hill Terrace, No. 29-316 
(312) 599-5274 Palos Hills, III 60465 
If you have the facilities and four or more students, the School for Straight 
Pool can come to you, Write or call for details. 

-

/ 

at a "strip" hotel, partIes, 
awards and several unan
nounced "Las Vegas sur
prises. " 

All prize monies will be 
held in escrow to guarantee 
the awards, the WNBA has 
announced. 

Billiard 

• Cloth 
• Balls 
• Cues 

THE HENRY W. T. MALI & CO., INC. 
257 PARK AVENUE SOUTH, NEW YORK, N.Y, 10010 

(212) 475-4960 

$2,500.00 GUARANTEED!! 
Colorado Springs 

FIRST NATIONAL NI'NE-BALL '-OPEN-.. ..... ."' 

'.' 

/ 

MAY 19, 2Q, 21,1978 
, . 

ALL PRIZE MONIES GUARANTEED REGARDLESS OF THE NUMBER OF PLAYERS 

2nd Place - '500 

1st Place - '1,200 

3rd Place - '250 

4th Place - '175 

5th Place - '100 

6th' Place '75 

7th thru 10th Place -'50 

Exhibition Before Each Evening Session: STEVE MIZERAI( - U.S. Open Champ 

TWO SHOT SHOOT OUT BEST 8 of 15 GAMES LOSER BREAKS FIELD OPEN 
LIMITED TO FIRST 32 PAID E~TRIES ENTRY FEE: $100.00 MOTEL ACCOMODATIONS AVAILABLE 

FOR INFORMATION & ESCROW ACCOUNT NUMBER - CALL OR WRITE: 

',' i ~ • • It" , • 

SAGONE'S BILLIARD LOUNGE 
163. '5. Nevada A v •• 

Colora'do Springs, Colorado 80906 

• , , I < I 'PHONE: · ·303 .. 634.;.9401 
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DOUG Mac:DO :> - ED OR 

~ROKEN ·CUE -NEWS 

Stelmach retains women's crown 

Freida Anastassiactis, Natalie Stelmach, Lynn Moreau, Cathy 
Ferrone, Sheila Bachly, Mayor Lorry Greenberg, Kandis Gill, 

Sheri Richardson, Nancy Wilkinson, Rosie Meshack, and Sue 
Lemaich. 

By SHEILA BACHL Y 

OTTAWA ....:. Beating the 
strong desire to keep within 
the warmth of the bed I find 
myself up and preparing to 

THE BROKEN CUE 
NEWS 

1407 Carling Ave., Ottawa 
Telephone 613-722-7945 

EDITOR -
Douglas G. Ma-cDonald 

C.A. 

THE BROKEN CUE 
NEWS IS PUBLISHED 
MONTHLY IN THE 
NATIONAL BILLIARD 
NEWS AND ITS SOLE 

-PURPOSE IS TO 
PROMOTE THE SPORT 
OF SNOOKER AND 
BILLIARDS ACROSS 
CANAD'A 

start my journey from 
Toronto to Ottawa at 6 a.m. 
on a cold Tuesday morning. 

My husband helps me -to 
the station which means he 
carried my suitcase bulging 
from three jumpsuits, three 

pantsuits, two coats, 
hairblower, curling iron, 
bottle of shampoo, 
cosmetics, two bras, and a 
pair of panties for each day ! 

Well, I'm heading for the 
Capital City and I am full of 

Snooker Quiz 

1. When bas a snooker game commenced? 
2. A player fouls the yellow with his sleeve before 

opening the game, is it a foul? 
3. With the first stroke a player fails to hit a ball. 

What is the verdict? 
4. When is a player snookered? , 

, 5. What is a free ball? , 

confidence which ' stems 
from my eight hour 'per day 
practice since my last big 
tournament in August. 

Arriving at Ottawa I meet 
Kandis Gill also from 
Toronto and it's a shared 
cab to the Aladdin Motel 
where we meet the rest of 
the girls such as Shirly 
Richard of Calgary, Rosie 
Meshack of Vancouver and 
Sheri Raichardson of 
Halifax. 

A little excitement grew 
when the Sudbury con
tingent did not arrive on' 
time but they. eventually 
turned up and amongst 
them of course was Natallie 
Stelmach the reigning 
champion. 

6. Must a player nominate after potting a red? ' The Hosts "Broken Cue" 
7. Taking black as his free ball when snookered on a held a pre-championship 

red, a player hits black and snookers his opponent-on the reception which gave 
red (the only one). What is penalty? " , everyone a chance to 

8. After a foul the last two reds were touchirig eaCh familiarize themselves with 
other. Can he have a free ball? ' -' the programme of events. 

9. After playing a red, 'player snookered behind the Organized it certainly was 
All correspondence to be colour. Is this a foul? I with visits to the House of 
addressed to th,e Editor, 10. Taking green as his free ball after a foul, a player Parliament, the Mayor's of-

Br-oken Cue News snookered behind the black. Is this a foul? fice ' -and two press recep-

this promotion is quite ex
,ceptional considering it is 
only the third year the 
championship has been 
played. 

Still, this first get
together gave us a chance ~o 
meet each other and I took 
the opportunity of taking a' 
look at the opposition. Cer
tainly a challenge would 
come from the holder of the 
title but I couldn't see 
anything to worry about s.o I 
decided to forget the opposi
tion and let them worry 
about beating me. 

Wednesday at 5 p.m. the 
show got on the road with 
the first match between 
Kandis Gill and Lynn 
Moreau of Ottawa with Kan
dis easily winning -three 

-frames to nil. 
There was no easing-off 

by the army of press 
representatives with the 
reporters asking their ques
tions and the photographer 
going crazy. It all seems so 
unreal with championships 
attracting such excellent 
coverage but a gut feeling 

• 1407 Carli ng ~ ve., Ottawa • t.,t \, ; .AI)&~$l'f..,ilUt1't m9.n$l\.'!: ~i:;~~ publicity attached to Please tum to Page 16 
;1 ~ . ~\ 
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Stelmach defends snooker title 
Continued from Page 15 

tells me that this is what I 
have coine for. 

It's not just the snooker 
but all that goes with it, the 
glitter and charisma of 
show business, be it just a 
small part of it - it is still 
show business with the 
public there to be entertain
ed just as seriously as the 
will to win that elusive, 
coveted title. 

Wednesday evening was 
spent practicing and I made 
sure of an early night. 
Thursday morning arrived 

. with my picture on the 
Front Page of the "Ottawa 
Today" and I'm feeling 
good. 

.; 

Everyday radio inter
viewers and TV interviewer 
makes me all the more 
determined to do 'well on the 
table. 

My first match against 
Linda Lamirande from 
Amherst and I came out on 
top three frames to nil. 

This success brings 
another flood of attention 
from the press and more 
and more questions. My 
Cue: it's 16 oz - I smoke 
10/15 cigarettes per day; 
my favourite drink is Vodka 
and Tonic ' - Doubles 
preferably ; I'm from 
English stock through my 
father in Vancouver and 
mother is a qualified nurse; 
my weight is 107lbs and I'm 

a stubborn Aries being born 
on 6th of April 1951. 

Saturday noon and ' it's 
back to the table with Rosie 
Meshack. This time the play 
is much tougher and the ten
sion starts from the first 
frame. However, with the 
sunshine coming through 
the tall window and playing 
havoc, my play is good 
enough to give me a 3/1 win. 

Due to the tight schedule I 
take a quick coffee and a 
light snack before it's back 
to the snooker. 

The semi-finals against 
Sue Lemaich of . Hamilton 
start at 8 p.m. and every 
seat is ' taken. I'm just one 
game from the final but 1978 
was not to be my year for 

Malo, Desrochers pace 
first Centennial Open 

On Saturday, February 
18th, and Sunday, February 
19th, Centennial Billiard 
Club hosted the first 
"Centennial Open" Snooker 
Tournament. Thirty-two top 
snooker players from Tor
onto, Hamilton, Montreal 
and Ottawa Hull competed 
for $2000 in prizes which was 
sponsored by local mer
chants. 

from Montreal, Kirk 
Stevens, Paul Thornly, Tom 
Regina from Toronto, 
Hamilton, Kevin Robitaille, 
Andre Gayette and Julien 
St. Denis from Ottawa, Hull. 

Some of the players com
peting were Robert Pa
quette, Tino Malo, Andre 
Desrochers and Eddy Agha 

Play began in the double 
elimination rounds at 1 p.m. 
on Saturday and by 2:30 
Monday morning Tino Malo 
was declared the winner of 
the 1st prize $800 and Andre 
Desrochers runner:up with 
$400, and Paul Thornley 
claimed the $100 for his high 
run of 137 which was his 
highest of his 3 centuries of 

Burton .Spain Speaks: 
Since 1965 I have made 4-prong inlaid cue blanks for such 
top cue-makers as Frank Paradise, George Balabushka, Craig 
Petersen, Viking, Palmer, Dick Helmstetter and many ot
hers. I have also provided shafts and other supplies to many 

cue-makers. During these years I have made a few custom 

cues for local players only. 

I have now developed a line of cues of such precision and 
design-emphasis on hit, balance and feel-that I want to 
offer them nationally THESE CUES ARE SO WELL 

MADE THAT I GUAR ... ,. ,-EE THEM-IN WRITING- FOR 
TWO YEARS. Shafts are interchangeable-you need not 
send your butt to get a new shaft! Joints are an unique new 
design of Delrin to Delrin. Also available as brass to Delrin 
and nickel silver to Delrin. 

These cues begin at $40 for a simple but attractive cue of 
merry·widow style. Four·prong in laid models of ebony, 
bird 's-eye maple and other fine woods run from $110 to 
$300. Six·prong models sell at $250 and$350! Altogether 
I am offering 16 models-call or send for a large color pic
ture and descript ive literature. 

Burton Spain Co . 
3724 W. DIVISION. CHICAGO, IL LINOIS 60651 

(312) 235-281 1' 

Dealer Inquiries . . . 
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the tournament. 
Other centuries were 

made by Robert Paquette 
104 Stan Holden 102, 107 
Paul Thornly 110-112-137. 

. During a short intermis
sion on Sunday night "Eddy 
Agha" thrilled the audience 
with some of his many 
famous "Trick Shots", after 
which his worship, Mayor 
Lorry Greenberg, made 4 
people very happy when he 
drew their lucky tickets for 
the door prizes, whi<:;h were 
also donated by local mer
chants. 

success, put it down to over
confidence or anything else 
you care to choose but the 
fact was Sue played tremen
dous and although each 
frame was hard fought I lost 
3/1. 

Oh Hell! I couldn't hold 
back the tears any longer 
and like all the losers before 
me I had my little cry in the 
washroom before it's a 
night out to drown my sor-
row. ' 

The final itself proved a 
great advertisement for 
Ladies snooker and argues 
well for the future of the 
Canadian Ladies Snooker 
Championship too. 

Sue played with great 
tenacity and anyone wat
ching must have been im
pressed with her genuine 
skill but it was Natalie 
Stelmach who ' once again 
proved her right to the titre 

with an excellent display of 
controlled snooker which 
delighted the capacity 
crowd. 

The excitement of the 
. game was enjoyed by the 
enthusiast and casual spec
tator alike as each frame 
was played with a high stan
dard and the close score of 
the way the final was 
played. ' "?" 

Even though the Cham
pionships are played as part 
of the Ottawa Sports mens 
week the attendance 
throughout had been most 
encouraging. 

Everyone concerned with 
the Championship can feel 
pleased from the Canadian 
Snooker Control Council 
who sanctioned it, Frito-Lay 
the sponsor to the newly 
formed Ottawa-Hull 
Referees Association who 
took care of the officiating. 

Sue Lemaich-runner-up, Natalie' Stelmach-champ, 
Doug MacDonald-chairman, Sheila Bachly-3rd place 

-' 



Ashb 
Continued from Page 1 

Flite 6 also produced an 
undefeated player. Mike 
Donnelly went 5-0 and witn 
Walter Midkiff (3,,2--)- reach
ed the semi-finals. Bob 
Mullen, Anthony Amendola 
and Juan Rosenfried were . 
the runner-ups. 

The tweive that qualified 
had a drawing for the three 
semi-finals flites of four and 
after playing into the wee 
hours the six men that made 
the finals were Ashby, 
Davis, Donnelly, Hallon, 
Letherby and Sbabarti. 

Walter Midkiff, Bill 
Hawkins, Dallas West, Luis 
Compos, Lee- Kravetz and 
Bob Ameen all made strong 
showings but couldn't quite 
make the finals. 

On , Sunday, February 
26th, the final round robin 
started with the assistance 
of referees and 
scorekeepers. -/First · sur
prise, Frank Davis the 70 
year old wonder from 
Grosse Point, Michigan 
defeated Carlos Hallon. 
Meanwhile, George Ashby 
cruised along undefeated 
beating Frank Davis in 49 
innings and Bob Letherby in 
51 innings and going into his 
final game against Hallon, 
stood at 4-0. ' 

Carlos Hallon recovered 
sufficiently to overcome 
Donnelly and beat Letherby 
in 47 innings and Sbarbatj in 
51 innings to be at 3-1 facing 
Ashby in a must game for a 
possible play-off. 

This game, played before 
a packed house, will go 
down in history as one of the 
finest exhibitions of three 
cushion billiards ever seen 
anywhere. As Ray Abrams 
so aptly said, he's seen the 
best, meaning of course Ray 
Ceulemans, witnessed the 
tremendous game last year 
between Hawkins and Tor- -
res where Hawkins, with a 
record run of 19 followed by 
a 6, eked out a victory 50-49. 
But this championship 
game between Hallon and 
Ashby was the t9Pper. 

Both men at the top of 
their game (and that in 
billiard competition is a 
rarity - usually one man 
dominates) displayed both 
offensive and defenSive pro
wress. The game see-sawed 
back and forth, Ashby 
shooting a ,run of 8 and a run 
of 9. Hallon in turn never 
faltering, had two runs of 8 
and the game was in doubt 
until the very end. 

Hallon finally squeaked 
through 50-48 in 49 innings 
forcing a play-off game for 
the championship . 

In the play-off game, 
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by had the best game of the 
tournament beating Frank 
Davis in 44 innings and also 

efeating Vinc~ Sbarbati in 
52 innings. 

LetherbS< 200,00; 6. Vince 
Sbarbati, 150.00. 

The players voted the 
Norman Ross Trophy for 
best display of sportsman
ship to Frank Davis, a most 
popular choice. 

Bob Below (9), Carlos 
Hallon, Bob .Mullen (8) 
Dallas West, Mike Donnel
ly, Lee Kravetz, Bob Ameen 
and George Ashby (9). 

~ e final standings with 
::1Ze money were: 

~ . George Ashby, $1500.00 
~ ph' 2. Carlos 

.00 plus trophy; 
a2c ~, elly , 600.00; 4. 

ep
- a~-. -WO.OO · 5. Bob 

Bill Hawkins received a 
trophy for the high run in 
the tournament of a 10. 

High run money was also 
shared by Gene Johnson, 
Jose Diaz, Frank Davi,s, 

In summation, this was a 
fine tournament, well 
directed, superbly con
tested and Ray Abrams was 
even instrumental in secur
ing local T. V. . coverage 
featuring Loni Brandes 
wielding a cue. 

Custom Crafted Cue 

Richard Bloc 

by CALCULAGRAPH. 
TIME CLOCK SERVICE 

NEW RATE GEAR CHANGES 

JOINTED CUE. BILLIARDS 
713-665-4084 

6540 Brompton Road 
Houston,Texas n005 

_ r~ Fruitridge Road Sacramento, California 95882 
(916) 456-22-84 

CONTROL 
is the name of the game 

A separate customer display on ba;k 
Lets yo ur customers see separately. on 
request. ju st how much time a nd money 
they've spent. 

48/6 IS BEST 
BECAUSE 

Cue-Nique 48 /6 is a totaUy Solid State 
Micro Computer. .. the newest innova
tion for efficient billiard parlor and 
time· based bowling lane management. 
It has li number of advantages over 
converrtio nal clock/ counters with 
mechanica l meters. 

No more hard·to·read meters 
Large, we ll-illumina ted numbers on 
electronic displa ys are easy to read. 
N umbers arc a half inch tall. 

Handles up to 48 tables . . . or lanes 
Our basic computer comes equipped to 
handle 12 tab les or lanes. Any number can 
be added . . '. up to 48 .. , without changing 
the size of the co mputer. 

And up to 6 players per table 
The Cue-Niquc 48/6 makes it easy to add or 
subtract playe rs at any point during a game 
and automatically changes the dollar rate 
according to the number of players. 

I 

Now you can see elapsed time 
At any t ime. our computer can show you 
and yOUI customers how long a 'table has 
been in use. number of players and dollar 
amount owed. 

Impossible to forget to reset 
Eac h time a new table is started, the 
co/Tlpvter is automatically reset .... 
cuts out co nfusing and costly erro rs. 

48/6 CONTROL 
IS (:OMPLETE 

Unit is sma..!I , compact and eliminates 
employee error. 
It can sit right next to the cash register. allowing 
employees and customers to check cash regis ter 
tab against compu ter figures ., 

Two key system 
A must for chain operation or absentee ownership. 

Cu stomers can run a tab for non·game items. 
When customers make o ther purchases, push 
tab button. Computer will make note that non
game items have been purchased. A t the end 
of game, flashing display wiU remind you to add 
outside purchase. Customer pays only once. 

Also a real time clock 
When the Cue-Nique 48/ 6 isn ' t giving 
table or lane information , it works as 
a clock . .. giving the correct time of day. 

Hourly rates 
May be changed by owner at any time. 

Perfect for College Unions 
Can control entire union; pool ahd 
billiards, table tennis, foose ball, 
bowling, etc • . .. 

ALL with one 48/ 6 

CUE-NIQUE MICRO-LOGIC MFG.; LTD. 
317 W. Gorham St. 
Madison, Wisconsin 53703 
Phone (608) 251-1134 

Maximum Income 
During peak hours 48/ 6 can automatically 
change ove r from specia l rates (such as 
single player o r practice rates to regular 
rate s when all tables are in use). 

Counts Customers 
End of day checkout gives you customer 
count. and transaction count. 

Inventory Feature 
Lets you know at a glance your Cue 
inventory. 

Tables in use Display 
Shows you at g1ancc wh ich tables are 
in usc. Each table has its own LED display. 

Minimum Charge 
For 1-6 pbyers, may be programmed 
into 48{6. 

Cue Rental Control 
Allows yo u to rent cues; adds rental 
fee to table toial; and fla shing display 
reminds you to request rcntaJ cuc. 

And the Cue·Nique 48/6 Costs Less 
AU of these cost- and time-saving features 
are part of the Cue-Niqu e 48/ 6 . .. at a 
price less than co nventional clock/counters. 
Contact us for mo re information and an 
estimate. We know you'U be surprised how 
inexpensive the Cue·Nique 48/6 reaUy is . . 

.. 
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RAYMOND CEULEMANS, BELGIU"1 
- 40 years old, world 3-cushion cham
pion last 14 out of 15 years. World 
champion 47/1 balkline 1975-1976; 
world champion 1-cushion 1967-1968 
and 1975-1976; world champion pen
tathalon 4 years; high run champion
ship of Europe, 20; .world c~ampion
ship best average, 1.500 at Oostende, 
Belgium, 1976. 

I 

CARLOS HALLON, U.S. - -1977 2nd 
place New Jersey sectional, 1978 3rd 
place Midwest regional, 3rd place 1978 
U.S. NationaL 

PEDER THORGERSEN, DENMARK -
34 years old, European 3-cushion 2nd 
place 1971-1972 and 1977-1978. Six 
times 3-cushion champion of Den
mark; 1977-1978 high run, 15; 1977-1978 
European average 1.071; 1977-1978 
best game 60 billiards in 41 inninp!' 

ALLEN GILBERT, U.S. - 1978 U.S. 
National 4th place, seven times U.S. 
champion, competed in five world 
tournaments. 

LUDO DIELlS, BELGIUM - 33 years 
old, world champion 47/1 ·balkline 
1.976-1977. World champion 1-cushion 
1973-1974; world champion pen
tathalan 1968-1969; 1977-1978 high run, 
12; 1977-1978 best game 60 billiards in 
40 innings. 

LARRY JOHNSON, U.S. - 2nd place 
1978 U.S. National, 1st place 1977 New 
Jersey sectional , 2nd place 1978 
Midwest regional. 

1978 

Three 

Player 

INTRODUCING ' ... 
THE ULTIMATE WEAPON 

Mfg. by MEUCCI ORIGINALS 

• THE ULTIMATE WEAPON IS A REVOLUTIONARY NEW DESIGN 
IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF A CUSTOM CUE . 

.• THIS NEW DESIGN APPLIES THE MAXIMUM OF ENGLISH WITH 
MINIMUM OF STROKE . 

• THIS ENABLES THE PLAYER TO DO MORE THAN EVER 
BEFORE WITH THE SAME STROKE. 

TO GET DETAILS AND FREE BROCHURE: . 

CONTACT 

LARRY HUBBART 

124 No.1 Deerhurst Lane 

Webster, New York 14580 

Phone (716) 671-3615 

* DEALER DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 

I personally invite you to 
experience the ultimate in 
feel, balance . and play of 
the ' finest custom cue avail
able today. 

Designed by 
. . 

LARRY HUBBART 
Winner of 77 World 8-8all . 

Winner of 77 World 9-8all 

:: 



World 

CushioD 
) 

Profiles 

• 

NOBUAKI KOBAYASHI, JAPAN - 36 
years old, world 3-cush ion champion 
1974. Five times 3-cushion champion 
of Japan; best game 1977 Japan cham
pionship, 50 billiards in 15 inn ings; five 
times 2nd place and one time 3rd 
place in world championship play. 

FRANK TORRES, u.S. - 1978 U.S. 
National champion, 1976 U.S. National 
champion , 1978 1st place West 
regional , competed in one world tour
nament. 

$ 
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JUNICHI KOMORI, JAPAN - 36 years 
old, 1975-1976-1977 3-cushion cham
pion of Japan. 1977 best game Japan 
championship, 50 billiards in 15 inn
ings; 1976 best game world champion
ship , 60 billiards in 27 innings. 

ALFONSO GONZALES, COLUMBIA 
- 48 years old, 1975 3-cushion cham
pion of South America. World cham
pionship 1976, 6th place, 1975, 4th 
place, 1974, 10th place. 

MOHAMED DIAB, EGYPT - 38 years 
old, champion of Egypt 1974 and 1977. 
World championship 1975, 11th place, 
1977, 12th place, 1973, 8th place. 

GALO LEGARDA, ECUADOR - 48 
years old, 3-cushion champion of 
South America two times , 2nd pLace 
three times. Holder of South 
American high run , 16; world cham
pionship 5th place and 7th place. 

'-

Microtime Inc. 
3336 Commercial Avenue 

Northbrook, IL 60062 

YES ... 
Send me more information 
on the MICROTIME COMPUTER. 

o I would like a demonstration. 

Name' ______________ ~ __________ __ 

Institution : ______________________ _ 

Address: 

City' __________________________ _ 

State: ___________ Zip: __________ _ 

Phone: 

----'1ype of. recreational facility: 

Bowling. No. of lanes: __ 

Bill iards. No. of tables: __ 

Table tennis. No. of tables: __ 

Other. Type. no. : 

In a hurry? Call MICROTIME 
collect at (312) 272·9020. 

,.., .... ,. .......... ~ .... " ..... ~. 
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Kollins' Kolumn 
Continued from Page 6 

'-. 

If you can discipline yourself to retain 
those good habits when you return to the pool 
table, the number- of called balls that you 
miss is bound to diminish. What usually hap
pens, however, is that carelessness begins to 
creep back into your game after a few racks, 
simply because the pockets are less deman
ding and less reluctant to accept a ball. 

Give snooker a try. You'll never regret 
it. You may actually find that you like it even, 
more than the games you've been playing. 

Venzke's View 
Continued from Page 7 

was 7' by 14'. It was also 40" from the floor. You 
say you never use the bridge?? ' 

One Year Ago: April, 1977 

• Bill "The Hawk" Hawkins set a new World 
competitive 3-cushion high run record of 19 in a 50-
49, 50-inning win over Frank Torres in the ABA 
Classic, held in Oak Park, Michigan. 

• It was Steve Mizerak again at Jack & Jill 
Cue Club (he's won every tournament he's played 
there ) in the 1977 World Series of Pool, a Nineball-
14.1 round robin event. Pete Margo was 2nd, 
Luther Lassiter 3rd, and Irving Crane 4th. ' 

• "Pete Margo Talks About the PPPA" in an 
interview with Lee Thompson, and one question 
is : "Has the PPPA (policy of) discouraging its 
players from participating in non-PPPA sanction
ed tournaments caused dissension? Margo 
replied: "No, there is no dissension and there 
won't be any dissention." 

, • JamesE. Gaston expressed his great 
satisfaction with the James E. Gaston Open 

, Pocket Billiards Tournament held in January in 
Birmingham, and announced that he would be 
underwriting another such e ent in the fall of 19if. 
with a Women's Division as well. 

• The "10 Days of Billiards" at The Cushion 
"n' Cue in Oak Park, Michigan, saw Allen Gilbert 
win the ABA Classic, Frank Torres snare the 1800 
Challenge Match crown, and Bill Hawkins capture 
the Billiard News National Open title. 

Well, I must admit that I have no idea wha 
we'll be doing next month up here in the 
bleachers~ But , I'll be here, so let's find out 
together; please join me then .. .I'll save you a 

- seat. / 

255 Dunbar Ave. Telephone 
Montreal, Canada I 1 .. (514) 737-4675 
H3P 2H4 ..... Cables 'ACBILL' 

, " ® , " Acland's International 
Billiards Service 

Super Fine Eng!ish Billiard Cloths 
- in twelve qualities-

"Excel" Reg'd Domestic Snooker Cues 
"Sgp~r Cr~stalate" and English " Vitalite" Ball~ 
,; - in British and American si~es-

Genuine Antigue English Billiard Tables 

ACLAND BILLIARD EQUIPMENT LTD. 

\. Wholesale, Retail and Export -

~"'T'1E~ 

BILLIARD SUP?LIES 

3297 12 Mile Road 
Berkley, Mich. 48072 

(313) 545-7222 

COMPLETE LINE 
OF BILLIARD BOOKS 

MOSCONI (RED BOOK) 
on Pocket Billiards ......... $1.45 

WINNING POCKET BILLIARDS 
by fIIIosconi ................ 2.50 

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF BILLIARDS 
by Holliday ............. ... 5.95 

POSiTiON PLAY FOR HI-RUNS 
by Holliday ................ 2.50 

MINNESOTA FATS ON POOL 
by Minnesota Fats .... ....... 1.95 

CANNIFAX CHARTS 
ON 3 -CUSHION ............ 1.00 

GAMES OF. BILLIARDS 
by Cottingham ............. 2.95 

BILLIARDS AS IT SHOULD 
BE PLAYED 
by Willie Hoppe ............. 5.95 

McGOORTY 
by Bob Byrne . . . . . . . . . . .. . 6.95 

BILLIARDS FOR EVERYONE 
by L. Lassiter ........ , ..... 2.95 

HISTORY OF BILLIARDS 
by Hendricks. , , ............ 3.95 

CATALOGUE REPRINT 
by Brunswick (Historical) . .... 3.95 

SNOOKER & BILLIARDS 
Official Rule Book - Rules by 
Billiards & Snooker Council ... 1.95 

BILLIARD FACTS 
Product Knowledge-NSGA .... 1.00 

TRICK AND FANCY SHOTS 
by Jimmy Caras ............. 2.50 

TACKLE SNOOKER 
by Pulman ...... , ....... ... 8.95 

ENGLISH BILLIARD RULES 
per Sheet .. .. ', ... ......... . 1.95 

SNOOKER RULES . 
per Sheet: ........ ..... ( ... 1.95 

RUSSIAN POOL RULES 
per Sheet ........... ....... l.95 

OFFICIAL RULES-ALL GAMES 
E glis Book ............. .. 4.95 

S E POOL RULES 
Card ......• ... , .... , . , .75c 

TERS 
ewman from movie 

-Each ...... .... 2.50 

The New 
, -

Im,proved 

BRAD 
SCUFFER 

$3!! 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

MASTERING POOL 
br leorge Fels $& 95 

99 CRITICAL SHOTS 
br Rar Martin $1 095 

World Champion 

SYSTEMATIC BILLIARDS 

$1095 br Allan Iilbert 
U~$. Champion 

1~()~ 

"THE" Billiard Cloth 
Granito ~'A" 
fr,-m Spain ••• 

5 x 10 BED and CUSHIONS 

Recommended by billiard players 
throughout the U.S. 

Please accompany order with 
Check or Money Order 

ALL CLOTH CUT OVERSIZE 
ACCURATE FAST LONG LASTING 

2.50 1---------------1 

PLEASE SE 
OR MONEY ORDER 

FOR IMMEDIATE S I 

DEALER INQUIRIES I 

2.50 
lARDS 

..... . 3.00 

:: 

SEND FOR OUR CATALOG NOW! 
ONLY $1.00 

Q-Master has put together some of the info that 
will be of interest to billiard rooms and pool buffs 
allover the world_ In addit ion to instructions on 
how to cover a pool table, we have Included In this 
collectors' item: everything you have wanted to 

now about pool balls, cloth, cue sticks and a lot 
• in formation on what to look for In buying a 

:>00 able. 

U.S. 
Headquarters 

3297 Twelve Mile Rd. 
ley, Mich. 48072 

3 3) 545-7222 



Mullen 
. Continued from Page 5 

nothing about the fundmen
tals of play, calling a ball to 
rail with english spin a draw 
shot ami otherwise putting 
his foot in his mouth. He 
managed to ' make two 
entertaining players look 
like robots. 

The moral to this story 
children is that TV exposure 
is not enough by itself. It 
must be entertaining. Just 
like a flasher doing his thing 
in a YMCA is a waste of 
time, a promotion of pool 
that is not 'an honest inter
pretation of the game etc. 
and etc. and etc. 

The Book of Lists, best 
seller by Irving Wallace and 
David Wallichinsky, forgot 
pool. The authors mention 
only Joe Davis as a famous 
sportsman with one eye (I 
didn't know that!) and 
Willie Hoppe's name in- / 
cluded on a list of famous 
men with the name Hoppe, 
but no mention of the best or 
worst in any of the pool 
games. 

Naturally, I intend to cor
rect that and with the help 
of the readers of NBN final
ly come up with a "Best 
List" in pool and ,Three 
Cushion. 

Mullen's Best in Three 
Cushion (in order of their 
ratings) infheU.S.: 

1. Allan Gilbert, 2. Frank 
Torres, 3. Larry (Boston 
Shorty) Johnson, 4. George 
Ashby, 5. Jimmy Cat
trano, 6. Carlos Hallon. 
7. Mike Donnelly, 8. Jose 
Luis Campos, 9. Bob . 
Ameen, 10. Bill Hawkins. 

That list is my own and 
you are welcome to send us 
YQurs. , 

Here is another list that 
might -cause some con
troversy, the Best All Round 
Players in - the U.S. (all 
games): 

1. Steve Mizerak, 2. Law-
rence (B.S.) .John-
son, _ 3. Irving Crane, 
4. RonnIe Allen, 5. Dallas 
West, 6. Allen Hopkins, 
7. Billy Joe (Cornbread 
Red) Burge, 8. Mike Don
nelly, . 9. Tom Kollins, 
10. Danny DiLiberto. 
Again, if you have a list 
send it jn and the NBN will 
publish the totals. 

It would be a great thing 
for Pool if there were a 
recognized national cham
pion. That champion would 
be the best all round player 
in the~country at all games. 

Harold Worst, the late 
Three Cushion Champion . 
was probably the greatest 
all round player I ever saw 
but there must be hundreds 
of .multi-talented pool 
players that I have never 

heard of and you, the 
reader, should let us know. 

Among the non-active 
players Willie Mosconi 
comes to mind as- being 
great at all games, as is 
Minnesota Fats if you cross 
off straight pool, Paul 
Melnichuk, Bill Staton, and 
so many others. Many of our 
readers may not be aware 
of Ronnie Allen's talent in 

snooker or that of Dennis 
Sercey's steills in the same 
game. Write if you get word. 

In the mean time old 
Puhka sez: "A lot of 'good 
behavior is due to bad 
health." , 

Puhka has been in semi
retirement writing a 
musical version of "The 
Hustler" ~nd a billiardized 
version of the "Life of 

GUS SZAMBOTI .,-

~u4«nn ~~ ~ ~ 

320 RUMPF AVE. 
PENNDEL, PA. 19047 

~"JU~~ JI~~ 
Rare turn·of·the-century 
French etchings, 
beautifully printed 
dark brown on beige. 

---
Phone: 

(215) 757·7280 

Add interest and 
create atmosphere. 
~ ea. .-----:---:-:::-::;;:-:-----;:::--7----:~ ~_--~ 
:]lW!) set. 

-

A. ='---=...;;..=.....:; 

7JJ~~ 
Looks exactly like a 
house cue, strokes like 
the balanced custom 
it is. Invisible break
down, special French tip. 
Available in 18-22 oz. 

~ 

r--------------------, 
Gentleman Jim's 407 W. Lake St. Minneapolis, MN 55404 I 
Yes please rush me the items checked. 
Enclosed is my check or money order for the full amount. 

_ name __________________________________ __ 

street ______________ _____ _ 

city state ______ _ 

__ Sleeper Cues @ 24.95 each (_ounces). 

__ Class ic Chairs @ 107.00 each. 
__ Leather Cases@40.00 each. __ black __ brown. 
__ Posters @ 2.50 each. __ A. __ B. ___ C __ D. 

__ Poster Sets @ 8.00 each. D ' 
All r ices F .0 .8 . Minneapolis Minnesota residents include 4% sales tax . L ________ ~-__ --_--__ -~ 

I 
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Emile Zola". The later 
transposes Zola into a pool 
player who befriends a 
young lady with a good eye 
and steady stroke. 

With his coaching and 
tutelage, the two of them 
find fame and fortune 
operating a tavern just out
side Mobile with two podl 
tables. A fascinating con
cept but boring. 

We preferred old Puhka 
when he was in his invention 
stage of life and he came up ' 
with the "Frankenstein 
Schtick". It was a jointed 
custom cue with an elec.
tronic gadget in the butt 
that would convert your 
stroke to whatever was 
needed for the shot. 
Naturally the idea was 
stolen and copied in Taiwan . 

* The Choice of 'Champions * 
Custom Cues 'by 

Bert Schrager 
I 

10907 Magnolia Blvd. Phone 
North Hollywood, CA 91601 (213) 763-9600 

~ 
~[Dl~(U 
Attractive yet indestruc
tible. A pleasing old· 
fashioned design, nicely 
executed in sturdy iron. 
lJAl)l} 

Own Your Own 
Billiard Parlor 

We can set you up in 
y"our own b ill iard hall. 
Anyw here in t he U .S. 
Most major brands. 
Financing availab le . 
Complete p lanning and 
set up service~ 
Just call or write. 

(612) 823-8118 

__ ---'D. 

Exclusive deSign 
features removable 
adjustable shoulder strap. 
Top grain cowhide and 
first-rate' craftsmanship. 
Black or brown .. 

®~ 

check here 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

\ 
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Florida State to host PabstIACU-I Nationals 
TALLAHASSEE 

Florida State University 
will play host to the top col
lege billiards players from 
campuses throughout the 
nation on-April 5, 6 and 7, 
when the Pabst/ACU-I Na
tional Intercollegiate 

' Billiards Championship is 
held at the University Union 
here. 

Fifteen men and 15 
women will compete for the 
national championship in 
collegiate pocket billiards. 
The tournament is con
ducted annually by' the 
Pabst Brewing Company of 
Milwaukee and the Associa
tion of College Unions
International (ACU-l). 

Those playing in the 
Pabst/ ACU-I Intercolle
giate Tournament have 
earned their berths by winn
ing their respective regional 
tournaments. This year, 
more than 15,000 players 

competed in local campus 
qualifying tournaments. 

This is the fifth year that 
the Pabst Brewing Com
pany has been associated 
with ACU-I in sponsoring 
the National Intercollegiate 
Billiards Championship. 
Last year, the tournament 
was held at the University 
of South Carolina in Colum
bia. The 1977 Intercollegiate 
Billiards Champions were 
Julie Bentz, University of 
Wisconsin-Madison and 
.William (Jay) Hungerford, 
Arizona State University. 

The top 15 men and top 15 
women winners from each 
of the 15 regions in the ACU
I are invited to compete in 
the championship tourna
ment 'in Tallahassee. 

The Pabst Brewing Com
pany will provide the two 
winners with traveling 
trophies which will, then go 
to their- respective schools. 

Snooke.r News 
Continued from Page 10 

SUPER CRYSTALATE was to be recognized as the Of
ficial Ball of the ISL in 1978 including the Toronto Tourna
ment. (In the USSCC it would be designated as the OUicial 
Ball of the USSCC in 1978 and used in all USSCC endorsed 
tournamentsJncluding the 2nd Annual US Open Snooker 
Singles Championship Tournament being held again in 
Oak Park, Michigan at the Cushion & Cue Parlor in Oc
tober 1978. It would also include designation as the Official 
Ball for the proposed USSCC Inter-City Snooker Team 
League in any play originated in 1978. 

It was also agreed that they could so advertise - signs 
would appear so stating at the Toronto Tournament, etc. 
They indicated that then they could befter plan and provide 
for 1979 if 1978 proved satisfactory to them. 

John Warnford-Davis also arranged for dave Carey
President of the Albany Billiard Ball Co. (USA's best) and 
now associated with Cosmopolitan and Super Crystalate to 
visit your Exec. Dir. in New York City. After our first 
meeting I can say that-- I feel certain that indications are 
strong for something similarly good for the ISL and the 
USSCC in the future - not in 1978. 

JOSEPH SEAGRAMS - Distillers USA 
Talks continue weekly with Seagrams and the ISL 

Home Office. They were impressed with the news that 
Scotland was now in the ISL. Originally they were only con
sidering sponsorship from 1979 on - but - now are con
Sidering a reduced start in 1978. They, too, are interested in 

. the USSCC and the possibility to encourage the revival of 
the game in the USA. 

SUN INSURANCE of CANADA IRELAND -
Des Campbell is con,aucting contacts with them for 

1979 ISL Tournament in Dubli:n and will report to all of us in 
Toronto at the Annual ISL Meeting. And your reporter will 
do likewise on Seagrams and Brunswick. ' 

~J Commitments being made to the above companies are 
only for one year - but - with first refusal privileges 
granted for 1979 and the future .. We are careful to avoid any 

, possible conflicts for the future. 

ISLNOTES , 
Connie Burkman is wearing a big smile - and he has 

reason - even took it to Las Vegas recently where his 
unluck number turned out to be "56" - ask him about it! ! ! 

Reason for his big smile - his lineup for the ISL 1978 is 
really loaded - (A) Ronnie Allen (California) - (B) Eric 
Connelly (Florida) - (C) Tom Kollins (Illinois). It could 

. • Qe tlJe ~inp'er.!)! ", . . .•. _ 
~ 

All matches will be played 
on Gandy Big G Pocket 
Billiards Tables being 
donated by Gandy In
dustries of Macon, Ga., for 
the match. 

The University Union 

Ballroom, where the mat
ches will take place, has a 
seating capacity for 400 
spectators. 

Beginning April 5, par
ticipants in the three-day 
tournament will play 14.1 

continuous (generally call
ed straight) pool. In the 
men's division, play is to 100 
points and in the women's, it 
is 50 points. Championship 
matches are set up on a dou
ble elimination system. 

1978 'MEN'S & 'WOMEN'S WORLD OPEN 

9-BALL CHAMPIONSHIP 
JUNE 2 - 3 -4 

.------1Jte,e '~ ~'-~ IOUR:MfNI .-----1(1~ '~ ----. 

1st Place-$500' ;~~~s 1st Place-$Z50' 
2nd Place-$300 3rd Place-$200 

• 1 st Three Places include Trophy 

4th Place-$lOO , 
5th-8th-$50 9th-16th-$25 

MATCH 
BEST 8 OUrOF 15 GAMES 

DOUBLE ELIMINATION 
ENTRY FEE: $50.Q9 

MmlNG 
~ PM 

* All PRim 
GUARANHfD 

BY JIM 
lIfVfNSf 

2nd Place-$150 3rd Place-$100 
* 1 st Three Places include Trophy 

4th Place-$50 
5th-8th-$25 . 9th-16th-$1,2.50 

MATCH 
BEST 5 OUT OF 9 GAMES 
DOUBLE ELIMINATION 

ENTRY FEE: $25.00 

RULES: One foul, ball-in-hand, including break. DRESS CODE: Short or long sleeved dress shirts with collars.2!!!.r, 
no T-shirts! Tournament is open to any player regardless of ability. All players must be in good standing with the 
Hall of Fame management. 

HALL of FAME BILLIARDS ---------------~------
2510 S. Cedar Street, Lansing, Michigan 48910 AIC (517) 487-4578 
Name .. .. . . ... . ...... .... . . . ...... . .. ............. Phone ..... ' . . .. Age ..... . 

• Address ... .. ... ..... . .... .. . __ ...... . ... . .......... . City . ... . .. ... State .. .. . 
[ 1 MEN'S - $50.00 Mail Coupon with Entry Fee to Hall of Fame Billiards 
[ 1 WOMEN'S - $25.00 c/o Tournament Director - Jim Lievense, Prop. 

Tom Jennings 
Two-iime u.s. 

Open Champion 

AVAILABLE 
FOR 

EXHIBITIONS 
AND 

CHALLENGE 
MATCHES 

~et,· 

TOM JENNINGS 
74 Stephenville Parkway 
Edison, New Jersey 08817 
(201) 494-9523 

or 
(201) 548-6000, Ext. 433 

-' 
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Byrne 
Continued from Page 9 

the chance to flex his con
siderable technical writing 
talent and simultaneously 

. portray the engineer as a 
hero. 

The result is Frank Ken
ward, chief engineer for the 
tunnel. 

Reputable, rational, 
diligent, Kenward tackles 
the engineering challenge of 

his lifetime, if not the age's 
- build a tunnel under the 
English Channel. 

Interwoven with the in
tricacies afforded by the 
ambitiousness of the project 
itself is a threatening plot 
by Irish revolution aires to 
blow up the tunnel, fights 
with environmentalists and, 
of course, romance. 

Clearly written and crisp
ly paced, the novel pulls the 
reader through the progress 
of the tunnel and the ter
rorists plot, culminating in 
a crescendo of excitement 
which has the engineer 
nearly killed but finally 

emerging as the hero. 
What now for Byrne? 

More novels? "Maybe," he 
says, noting also that many 
other construction projects 
have suspense and provide 
a setting to show engineer
ing as exciting. Says Byrne, 
"his (engineer's) project of
fers lots of drama, like a 
small war, with a lot at 
stake and a lot of potentially 
disastrous unknowns." 

Moreover, the author sees 
that the engineer is still a 
hero in developing coun
tries ; these men, so vital to 
civilization, Byrne feels , 
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have been miscast as 
villains in recent years. 

This attitude he believes 
needs to be rectified. A · 
novel is one way of showing 
what the engineer does in a 
manner that is accessible to 
any reader. 

Besides his writing pro
jects, Byrne continues his 
association with Western 
Construction as a con
tributor and consultant. He 
will continue to freelance, 
from his home in Mill 
Valley, Calif. 

Byrne's Books 

The Tunnel (1977) was 
published by Harcourt 
Brace J avanovich, Inc., 
757 Third Ave., New 
York, N.Y. 10017, as will 
be How to Play Pool and 
Billiards. 

McGoorty (1972), 
Memories of a Non
Jewish Childhood (1969) 
were published by Lyle 
Stuart, Inc., 120 Enter
prise Ave., Secaucus, 
N.J. 07094. 
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TIP TAPPER 
that he just can't bring 
himself to turn it loose." Crane 

Continued from Page 3 

On the other was the 
gentleman from Rochester, 
the somber, meticulous 
Deacon Crane - 64 years 
old, a dedicated, hard core 
tournament player with 
seven world titles and 20 
major championships to his 
credit and still nursing an 
unquenchable thirst for 
more. 

Margo is not exactly the 
Babe Ruth of breakers . 
either, but the tiny elf from 
New York throws himself 
into the game, hitting 'em 
hard enough to make a 
racket, and maybe harder. 

The pair seesawed back 
and forth throughout the 
nine ball session, neither 
able to mount a strong lead, 
until Margo broke an 11-11 
deadlock, lucked the nine 
ball -in the next game and 
then ran out to win the 
match, 13-11, prompting 
Crane to stare at the ceiling 
and matter several choice 
words to somebody up 
there. 

It proved to be a 
precarious confrontation. 
Crane, despite his detesta
tion of the game, is an ac
complished nine ball player. 
His only weakness is his 
break shot, which is barely 
strong enough to break an 
egg. Mused one player from 
the sidelines, "Irving's been 
babying the cue ball around 
so long playing straight pool 

Following a brief- inter--"
mission, the two squared off 
in the straight pool division 
with Margo holding a 130-
110 lead by virtue of his nine 
ball finish. 

It was then that the old 
man showed his heart. 
Sweating and fretting over 

r-------------------------------------------~ To have the next 12 issues of The National 
Billiard News delivered to your mail box, simply 
fill out this coupon (please don't forget to check 
the appropriate category at the bottom, we like 
to know just who our readers are) and enclose a 
check or money order in the proper amount (do 

not send cash). Then mail it to us. 

the national 

Billiard News 
Box 487 

Birmingham, Michigan 48012 
1 Year - $7 Outside the continental U.S. - $850 

Name ________________ _ 

Address 

City State __ _ Zip __ 

O Tournament Player Male 0 3-Cushion Player 

o Tournament Player Female 0 9-Ball Player 

o Pool Player Male 0 Small Table Player Male 

o Pool Player Female 0 Snooker Player 

o Small Table Player Female 0 Manufacturer 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

: 0 Dealer IDistributor 0 Proprietor 0 Media L ________________________________________ ~~!J 

the rack, Crane slowly, 
painstakingly began putting 
together a monster run. 
Playing nervously at first , 
punctuating his shots with 
lengthy pauses, Crane ran 
more than three racks 
before the crowd realized 
that he hadn't missed. 

From there on, the old 
master picked up con
fidence and speed, striding 
gracefully around the table, 
splitting the wicket with 
every shot, until he'd snap
ped off a 109 ball run to take 
down top money in the 
World Series of Pool. 

Weenie Beanie, practical 
as always, rewarded Crane 
with a $2,500 check and a 
World Series of Pool signet 
ring, although it- sheuld be-
pointed out that Crane 
already has a ring - the 
1942 world's championship 
ring r~presenting Irving 
Crane's first major 
triumph, thirty six years 
ago. 

"The Best Yet" 
says Lou 

Check. These Features: 

PERSONAL CUE TIP RASP 

ENDS COSTL Y MISCUES 

ONLY '4.95 Ea. 
'/2 ACTUAL SIZE 

• MADE FROM SOLID HARDENED STEEL -
NOTHING TO ~AR OUT 

• SIZED JUST RIGHT FOR EASY CARRYING 

• KNURL PATTERN THAT SCUFFS & SHAPES 

• SOLD WITH A COMPLETE MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE IF NOT SA TISFIED IN 10 OA YS 

• GIVES PLAYER CONFIDENCE IN HIS TIP 

WHEN APPL YING ENGLISH 

DEALER INQUIRJ f S INVITED 

PAT. PEND. 
- NOW AVAILA8LE -

A. GENUINE LEATHER CASE FOR 
YOUR TIP TAPPER AT $2 .25 EACH 

OR GET BOTH FOR '7.00 
Also Available in 14 K gold 

Please ',.,quire 

PRO LINE PRODUCTS CO .• 
18951 NEWTON AVENUE 
SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA 92705 

I Enclote S ........ . . .. . .. for .. .. , . Tip Tappers and . . . .. Cases 

Name ..... . .. ... .•. ..... , . .... . ... . .........•......... . . 

Address . .... . , .. , . . ... ' . . , . .. ..... . .... . .. . . . .....• .. . . 

City . . . . . .. . . . ... State ... . ...... . .. . Zip .. . . •.••. 
Calif o r ni a ReSidents Add 6 % S ta te S ales Ta x 

Q-Master Billiards' 1978 U.S. OPEN 

9-BALL TOURNAMENT 
MAY 2nd thru 7th 

$5,000 1st Prize 
$12,500 PRIZE MONEY GUARANTEED 

Best 15 of 29 Games • Doable' Elimination 
ENTRY FEE: $250.00 

2nd Place $2,500 3rd Place $1,500 4th Place $1,000 
5th & 6th Places $750 Each 7th & 8th Places $500 Each 

OPEN TO FIRST 32 PLAYERS 
If more than 24 players, we will pay additional places and prizes 

PLA YERS' MEETING & DEADLINE 5 P.M. - MAY 2nd 

For more info call: Barry Behrman or James Hall (804) 853-9500 

Q-Master Billiards 
6214 SEWELLS POINT ROAD 
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 23513 

.' . . 
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The World Union of Billiards and the 

Billiard Federation of the U.S.A. announce 

the thirty-third annual 

WORLD 
TOURNAMENT 

Three-cushion billiards 

May 1-6, 1978 
Sahara Hotel 

Las Vegas, Nevada 

Featuring the greatest players of Europe, 

Latin America, Japan, Africa, 

and the United States, 

including the amazing 

RAYMOND CEULEMANS 

of Belgium, fifteen-time World Champion 

For reserved seats to all matches, 

write to the BFUSA, 

560 Easton Ave., San Bruno, CaUf. 94066 
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