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EWS? 
Back issues of The National Billiard News are now 
available. To orde'r send $2.00 per issue (includes 
postage and handling) to: 

NATIONAL BI LLIARD NEWS 
P.O. Box 487, Birmingham, Michigan 48012 

Please specify month and year for 
each issue tequested. 

Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery 

BILLIARD SUPPLIES 

JOHN GRISSIM'S 

"Billiards" 
The subtitle tells it all . . .. "Hustlers 
and Heroes, Legends and Lies, and 

e Search for the Greater Truth on 

the Green Felt". $12.50 (Hundreds of 
Ill ustrations) 

E CYCLOPEDIA OF BILLIARDS 
by Johnny Holiday .. . ... $5.95 

OSCONI ON POCKET BILLIARDS 
(Red Book) . .. ....... $1.95 

WIN NING POCKET BILLIARDS 
by Wi ll ie Mosconi . ...... $2.50 

POS ITION PLAY FOR HFRUNS 
by Johnny Holiday .. . ... $2.50 

BILLIARDS FOR EVERYONE . 
by Luther Lassiter . ..... $2.95 

99 CRITICAL SHOTS .... . . $12.50 
by Ray Martin (World Champ) 

I SIDE POCKET BILLIARDS ' 
by Steve Mizerak .. .. ... $5.95 

( ormer US Open Champ/TV Personality) 
TERI G POOL 

George Fels . . ...... $5.95 
POOL SI PLiFIED-SOMEWHAT 

b George Fe ls ..... ... $4.95 

-lEW ARRIVALS-
BOB BYRNE'S 

"Standard Book 
of Pool I Billiards" 

A complete guide to all cue games. 
From basic to advanced play with 
over 350 illus-

trations. "The $14.95 Book on How 
To" 

TRICK AND FANCY SHOTS 
by Jimmy Caras .. . ..... $2.50 

GAMES OF BILLIARDS 
by Clive Cottingham ..... $4.95 

ROCKET BILLIARDS 
by Irving Crane ....... . $2.50 

HOW TO WIN AT POCKET BILLIARDS 
by E. D. Knuchell . ...... $3.00 

SYSTEMATIC BILLIARDS 
by Allan Gilbert ....... $10.95 
(US 3-Cushion Champ) 

CANNIFAX CHARTS ON 
THREE CUSHION ...... $1.95 

McGOORTY (Story of A Billiardist). 
by Bob Byrne . . . .. . . .. $6.95 

BILLIARDS AS IT SHOULD BE PLAYED 
by Willie Hoppe ... .... . $7.95 

BILLIARD FACTS ..... . .. . $1.95 
Everything you wanted to know about -
pool equipment. 

3297 12 Mile Road 
Berkley, Mich. 48072 

(313) 545-7222 

JOE STONE'S 

"Master Book 
of Billiards" 

Introduction by Willie Mosconi 
Stone is the teacher to the pros and 
has written the instruction book for 

the instructors,. $4.95 (Illustrated ) 

ENGLiSH BILLIARD RULES 
per Sheet ...... . . . ... $1.95 

RUSSIAN BILLIARD RULES 
per Sheet ............ $1.95 

SNOOKER RULES 
per Sheet ......... .. . $1.95 

SKITTLE RULES (Pin Pool) 
per Sheet .. . ........ . $1 .50 

WALL POSTERS ....... Each $2.50 
Gleason or Newman from the 
movie "The Hustler" 

CLASSIC SNOOKER ....... $10.95 
by Ray Reardon (World's Snooker Champ) 

Note: Please add $1.50 for postage and 
allow 3 to 4 weeks for delivery on per­
sonal checks. 1 week delivery on money 
orders. No C.O.D.'s. 

Replica 10. 1 - World Famous Pla,ers 
Featuring twelve great Three Cushion players, 17 Balk Line cham· 
pions and twelve of the finest Straight Pool players who ever lived. 
Robert Cannefax, Tiff Denton, Gus Copulis, Clarence Jackson, 
Maurice Daly, George Siosson , Jake Schaefer, Jr., Jack Schaefer, Sr., 
Willie Hoppe, Welker Cochran, Charles Peterson, Ora Morningstar, 
Ralph Greenleaf, Erwin Rudolph, Frank Taberski, Cowboy Weston, 
Benny Allen and Alfredo DeOro and many others on the same pos­
ter. Clearly copied on parchment-like paper. 

A must for every collector, ....... , , . , ... $6,95 
Send check or money order with order and please add 95c for post­
age and handling. Allow 2 to 3 weeks for order delivery. 

One w..ek delivery on orders received with money orders. No C.O.D. 
Allow 3 to 4 week wait for orders received with personal checks. 
Please add $1.50 for postage and handling on all orders. Make check 
or money order payable to Q-MASTER, INC. and send with order 
for shipment to : 

Q-MASTER, INC. 
3297 TWELVE MILE RD., BERKLEY, MICHIGAN 48072 

For a current list of new & used tables, enclose a self·addressed 
stamped envelope with your request. 
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"Sh ow Me 
The Way ~o Go 

April, 1979 

Volume 7, Number. 2 

. D ome ... " 
Six finalists played until the wee 

hours to decid~ who'd 
be 1979 NBN 

3-Cushion Champ. 

Sportsm D 

George Ashby ' 

~ Lags, Breaks. 
- & Fouls 

Odds and ends from 

the world of pool. 

Pro-Am 
Old pros and new faces 

battle it out. 
~-~~ 

The first of 
installments 

on the game's 
all-time 

female great. 

Inside D epartments 
In The Mail 2 Kollins' Kolumn 16 
Editor's Inning 3 ' On Cue 16 

Pot Shots. 3 Pro Tips 16 
..,..,.. 

On The Road 4 Venzke"s' View 17 
Cushions 8 Pool People 19 

Pockets 14 Profile Of A Champion 20 

ON THE COVER: NBN Open winner Allen Gilbert and George Ashby , Sportsman of the' Year 

• < ................... ,.. .,. .. ,. . . .. " ............. ~ 
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Hold A 

Local Qualifier 

for the 

, -3'rd NA llONAL 8-BALL 

CHAMPJONSHIPS 
Anyone can sponsor a Qualifying Tournament for the SCA "National" .. . .. 
billiard rooms, taverns, clubs, schools, individuals. Any league can send its 
champion. All you need is a minimum of twelve men or ten women. Spon­
sorship is only $20, and SCA su~plies you with the winner's prize & trophy. 

First come, first served in filling the openings for 160 men and 32 women at 
the Championships in Louisville, next October. 

FOR DETAILS AND ENTRY FORMS 

BILLIARD CONGRESS OF AMERICA 

717 No. Michigan Ave.; Chicago, III 60611 • (312) 944-0246 

lEN'S' I WOIEN'S 

. 9-BALL PARTY 
A'PRIL 20-21-22, 1979 
MEl'S WOIEI'S 

l't-'l,OOO 
2Id-'500: 
3rd-'300 

4th-'200 
5th-'100 
8th-'100 

l't-'500 
2nd-'250 
3rd-'125 

Pia, Starts FRIDAY , & P.I. 
DOUBLE ELIMINATION ENTRY FEE $50.00 

4th-'75 
5th-'50 
8th-'50 

RACE TO 7 

One foul - Cue ball anywhere on table except on opening break 
ALL PRIZES GUARANTEED 

I MIDNIGHT SPECIAL - FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
Entry Fee $15 - 15t-$150 2nd-$15 3rd-$50 4th-$50 . 

For Information Contact: 

2004 N. Larch-

Lansing, Michigan 48906 

JOE F. FARHAT'S 

~$t 
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(51'7) 487-3528 

IN .... I.AIL 

Dear Mosconi less than $40,000. 
I think you will agree that 

Willie, you are to pool what -Mike Carella was one of the 
Babe Ruth ' was to baseball, , ten best pool players in the 
Arnold Palmer to golf. world .. Why then do you leave 

I first met you in Eugene, your readers to glean what 
Oregon, in 1939. Sylvester truth they can from rumors 
Livingston was booking you, about Mike's death? I heard 
Irving Crane, Babe Cran- that he won the above 
field, Andrew Ponzi and _ amount, or close to it, in 
Clearance Anderson on a Detroit, and was shot three ' 
cross-country tour. times while in his hotel room 

I was with you, Charles in Florida and relieved of the 
Peterson and Irving Crane at cash. 
the Savoy Ballroom in Are you publishing news, 
Chicago in 1946 when you or just favorable pool progan­
played a match with the da? What happened to Mike 
Black Champion. The atten- Carella? 

. dance was in excess of 1,000 
people. 

I also know that on the day 
you ran 526 balls a world 
tournament was started 

Yours Very Truly, 
E . LYNN MITCHE~L 

Atlanta,GA 

without you being invited'and Mike Carella, admittedly 
you stated you would go for a one of the countrY's finest 
record run. pool players, was found shot 

I h'ave watched you play to death in a motel room in 
oVer 100 matches. I attribute . -Hialeah, Florida. Two bullets 
most of my knowldge from in the back of his head ended 
studying your analytical his life. 
mind. I honestly believe that Those are the facts. As for 
you could have made many the reason for the killing, The 
runs over 1,000 balls if this National Billiard News found 
had been your goal. as many variations as poo-

I now come to my main pIe we have talked to. As of 
reason for this letter. this writing we are still 

The game of pool needs you unable to verify any of the ac­
Willie, in any capacity possi- counts regarding the cir­
ble. Our game is the best of cumstances of Mike's death, 
all but it needs the presence and prefer to say nothing 
of the all-time best as much rather than speculate. We 
as possible. "We don't need will say, however, that the 
the I ike s 0 f B r u c e $40,000 score mentioned ap­
Christopher representing this pears to have no, connection 
game." with the slaying. That money 

Maybe at times the .pay was won in the Detroit area 
won't be as big as should be last September. Carella was 
but the game needs yo~ killed in January. 
Willie and I'm sure the entire 
would of pool would a.gree. -Ed. 

• 
Sincerely, S · 

CLIFF THAYER enl0rS ... 
Rent,on, WA 

Whitewash? 
Your coverage, or I should 

say lack of ' coverage of Mike 
Carella'S death smacked of a 
bit of a whitewash. We who 
read the Billiard News (and 
enjoy it, incidentally) know a 
little about pool, and anyone 
who knows even a little about 
pool know s that most, if not 
all good players gamble, or 
have gambled at the game, 
and that occasionally they 
will make a sizable score. We 
also know that there is no 
shortage of people in this 
world who will kill for a lot 

Could you please let me 
know if there is a straight 
pool or 9-ball tournament for 
senior citizens age 75 and 
older? We have an old-timer 
age 76 here in Fremont .who 
shoots the eyes off 'em. 

Thank you, 
GEORGELEFAR 

Fremont,CA 

Offhand we don't know of 
any tournarpents strictly for 
senior citizens. Perhaps 
some of our readers might be 
able to help. So if any of you 
know of any such tour­
naments please drop us a 
note and we'll pass it along. 

-Ed. 



OPENING BREAK 

,The Ed'itor's Inning 
By Larry Miller 

For 33 CeDis II NODI·h 
This Is Quite II Deal 
Although it's already April (2nd Class 

postage being what it ' is it may very 
well be May by the time you're reading 
this), I'd like to tell you about a nifty lit­
tle calendar that arrived a couple of 
weeks ago. , It's a pool calendar, and 
why somebody didn't come up with this 
idea years ago (myself included) is 
beyond me. Nevertheless it took Ernie 
Costa to conceive it and the Women's 
Professional Billiard Alliance to pro­
duce it and it's a handy, informative 
calendar to have around. 

A note from WPBA president Billie 
Billing explained the reason for delay -
production problems and this was their 
first undertaking of this sort - but to . 
see the finished product you would 
never know, Pictures of top women 
players are featured each month along 
with a short description of their 
careers, and the calendar portion has 
room on each date for notes. The calen­
dar is printed on high quality enamel 
paper and measures 8% x 11". 

It really is a unique item and 
something any pool fan could put to use 
and enjoy. The WPBA is selling them 
for $3 apiece and even though we've 
already used up three months, the cost 
still figures out to only 33 cents a month. 
That's little enough to invest in what is 
sure to become a piece of billiard 

memorabilia. And you'll be helping the 
WPBA to continue to promote women's 
pool. They're the only organization in 
the country doing that, and they're do­
ing quite a job. 

Since its formation in 1976, the WPBA 
has steadily grown in size and today 
they boast a qua1ifying tour, conduct 
the annual Ruth McGinnis Challenge 
Cup competition in cooperation with 
Charles Ursitti, conduct an annual 
"World's Largest Women's Pool Tour­
nament Ever Held", produce the " 
WPBA Women's World Open, maintain 
a Hall of Fame, and, spearheaded by 
president Billing, delve into -promo­
tional ventures such as the WPBA 
Calendar. As I said, they're doing quite 
ajob. 

You can obtain a WPBA calendar by 
sending $3 to : WPBA, P.O. 'Box 644, 
Brooklyn, New York 11202. 

Another neat item, of interest 
primarily to 3-cushion organizations, an 
historical review by Clement Trainer, 
mathematics by Bob Miller, angle 
charts, table care suggestions, and a 
directory of public billiard rooms with 
3-cushion tables. The directory alone 
could be considered worth the price of 
admission, which is membership in the 
ABA, which is $12 per year. Write 
secretary Gale Johnson, ABA, 1660 Lin 
Lor Court, Elgin, Illinois 60120. 

Pot Shots From The Past By Bruce Venzke 

. 5 Years Ago: 'April, 1974 

• Allen Gilbert triumphed in the 
United States Three Cushion Invita­
tional Championship Tournament held 
at Hi-Cue Billiard Lounge in Elizabeth, 
NJ. His 10-1 record (losing only to Bob 
Ameen) against a stellar field was 
worth $2500. Paul Melnichuk took the 
runner-up check of $1250 in the rich 
event. 

1 Year Ago: April, 1978 

• Irving Cr ane bested a star­
studded field, including Pete Margo in 
the final match, to win $2500 and the 
World Series \ of Pool at Bill Staton's 
Jack & Jill c,Iub in Arlington, VA. 

• George Ashby defeated Carlos 
Hallon in a playoff for the 1978 National 
Billiard News Open three cushion 
championships, winning $1500. 

. Fight 
Tliem All 
Heart Attack, Stroke 
High Blood Pressure 

Rheumatic Fever 

Help .YO'" Heatt_ Help yow Heart Fund 
, American Heart Association 

~ 
BILLIARD SHOT DIAGRAMS 

81 LARGE 
DIAGRAMS 

Send check or money order to: 
BOB JEWETT 

2421 Durant St., No.6 Berkley, CA 94704 

Guess Who 
Uses a 
r(f~ 
Cue 

TOM KOLLINS 
1978 Snooker Player of the Year 

HANDCRAFTED CUES BY RAY SCHULER 

312 '/255-1240 

1007 N. STRATFORD RD" ARLlNGT9N HTS., I LL. 60004 

" The Cue t hat works when yo u play" 
You have to feel it, to believe it 

Doesn't your game ,warrant t he best cue ava ilable? 

DANNY JANES' 

JOSS CUES 
TOWSON, MARYLAND 

8741 A. Mylander Lane 
Towson, Maryland 21204 

(301) 821-0064 
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THE STAIDARD OF THE IIDUSTRY 

~ 0 :"'W: TU '·· . 

MEUCCI ORIGINALS 
1872 6ETWELL, IEIPHIS, TEll. 38111 

Phone: (901) 743-4822 

Precision - Solid Hit - Quality Custom Cues 
Made to Your Personal Design . 

by BOB MEUCCI 

TERRITO RIA L {RANCHISE INQUIRIES INVITED 

BILLIARD 
SUPPLIES 

PALMER OFFERS "ONE SOURCE" 
SAVINGS ON ALL YOUR BILLIARD 
SUPPLIES FOR THESE REASONS: 

TOLL F.REE ORDER PHONE 
Your orders may be called in at no cost to 
you from · anywhere in the continental 
United States, except New Jersey. In N.J. 
please call (201) 379-4814. 

FREE FREIGHT: 
On orders over $500/ we'll ship anywhere 
in the cont inental Untted States ... free. 

EXTENSIVE STOCK: 
Our large inventory assures you of fastest 
possible delivery on stock items. 

MAJOR BRANDS: 
We stock Palmer, Brunswick, Adamr' Mal i, 
J.P. Stevens, Hyatt, Computron ana other 
fine brands. Ask for our catalogue. 

CUSTOM CUES: 
We manufacture our own brand of custom 
cues for the sophist icated player. Palmer 
custom cues are known world-wide for 
their superior quality and style. 

CUE REPAIRS: 
All repairs are done on premises to your 
complete satisfaction tn our modern cus­
tom cue shop. 

Call or write to receive our catalog fr.ee of 
charge. For ordering , please use our toll 
free or New Jersey phone number. 

"Manufacturers 
of the 

World's Finest 
Cues" 

PALMER BILUARD 
CORPORATION 

22 Stern Avenue 
Springfield. N.J. 07081 

(201) 379-481 4 
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ON THE ROAD 

Tournaments are listed in On The Road at no charge to tournament sponsors. The 
National Billiard News cannot be responsible for errors or changes in tournament 
dates. Please contact the tournament site to avo id any inconvenienclls. 

Pockets Men's and Women 's 9-BaIl BeA Qualifiers May 25-26 

ACUI National 
Velvet Rai l Billiards 
Lansing , Michigan Men 's Division Straight Pool Championships (517) 487-3528 

Men 's and Women 's Apri l 1 , May 6, June 3 
Apri l 5-7 

All American Team Cushion 'N' Cue 
Univers,ity of Michigan liVonia, Michigan 

. Ann Arbor, Michigan 5 Men-5 Women Teams 
June 1-3 313-422-9510 

Sacramento 9-8all Open 
Rochester, Minnesota 

April 10-15 Apri l 7-8 
Jointed Cue Billiards Snooker Palace Billiards 
Sacramento, California Fayetteville, North Carolina 
(916) 456-2284 . (919) 864-1250 

International Snooker League 

Rebco 8-Ball Open May 19-26 

April 20-22 New York Athlqtic Club 
April 8, May 13, June 10, July 15 

The Santa Rita Lodge New York, New York 
"- 8-Ball Lounge 

Fresno, California Fort Meyers, Florida 
Western Ontario (813) 481-6619 

Memphis Open Snooker Championship 
Pocket Billiard Classic Aprir21 
April30-May 4 Brunswick Plaza April12 
Cook Convention Center Lanes & Bill iards Mr. and Miss Cue 
Memphis, Tennessee London , Ontario Canada Indianapoli s, Indiana 
(901) 346-9288 or 332-5398 (519) 433-3488 (317) 266-9658 

F.R.A. HANDICA'P tOURNAMENT 
( ~ f f 

$10,000* 
YOU MAY SHOOT TWICE BUT SCORE ONLY ONCE 

* PRIZE FUND BASED ON 1,000 ENTRIES 

Hous e of Billiards 
KALAMAZOO , MICHIGAN 

BEGINS MAY 18, ' 1979 
r----------------------------------------------------------------.-

HANDICAP 
1st-$1,OOO 5·14-$100 
2nd- $500 15-34-$75 
3rd-$300 35·74- $50 
4th-$200 75-150-$25 

SQUAD DATES & TIMES 
May 18, 19,20: 25,26 & 27 

PRIZE DIVISIONS 

SCRATCH WOMEN'S 
1 st-$200 3rd-$50 
2nd- $100 4th - $25 

1st-$200 3rd - $50 
2nd- $100 4th:"·$25 

SQUAD SPONSOR 
1st- $100 • • 2nd-$50 • 3rd - $25 

June 1, 2,3,8,9,10, 15,16,17,22,23,24, 29 & 30 
July 1, 13, 14, 15,20 , 21,22,27,28 & 29 

You must be a F.R.A. member or buy an un· 
attached membership card. You must be a mem­
ber of a sanCtioned F.R.A. league ~o receive handi­
cap. YOU WILL PLAY 14 RACKS ACROSS 7 
TABlES (4Y> x 9 MURRAY TABLES). Write fo r 
Information on Sanctioned Leagues- no charge. 

August 3, 4, 5, 10, 11 & 12 

Friday 7 :00 P.M. 
Saturday 12 Noon, 3:00 P.M., 7:00 P.M. 
Sunday 2:00 P.M., 5:00 P.M., 8 :00 P.M. 

Special Squads & Times Available up0I1'·Request 

$1 0.00 Pr ize Fund 
3.00 Table Fee 
2.00 Tournament Expenses 

$15.00 Total Cost 

For Your Squad Time and Date-Send Check, Money Order 
or Inquiry to; 

FULL RACK ASSOCIATION, INC. 
c/o Nelson Wiley -- 13136 South 18th Street 

Vicksburg, Michigan 49097 
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ON THE ROAD 

April 14, May 26, June 30, July 28 
Family Billiards 
Anderson, Indiana 
317-644-6050 -

April 22, May 20, June 17 
Cushion 'N' Cue 
Allen Park, Michigan 
313-382-9797 

April 24 
Side Pocket Cue Club 
Glen Burnie, Maryland 
301-760-9864 

April 28-29, May 19-20 
Plaza Billiards 
Granite City, Illinois 
(618) 876-8707 

April 28-29 
AI's Billiard Supply 
& Red Dog Saloon 
Eugene, Oregon 
503-344-2504 

May 6, June 17 
Gentleman Jims 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
(612) 823-8118 

May 26-27 
Buckeye Billiards 
West Jefferson, Ohio 
(614) 879-9851 

June 3, 10, 17, 24 
Rack'N'Cue 
Owensboro, Kentucky 
502-926-4248 

July1,15 
Cushion 'N' Cue 
Oak Park, Michigan 
313-541-1608 

Women's Division 

April 7-8 
Palace Billiards 
Fayetteville, North Carolina 
(919) 864-1250 

April 28 
Buckeye Billiards 
West Jefferson, Ohio 
(614) 879-9851 

May 27, July 8 
Gentleman Jims 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
(612) 823-8118 

July 1 
Cushion 'n ' Cue 
Livonia, Michigan 
(313) 422-9510 

July1,15 
Cushion 'N' Cue 
Oak Park, Michigan 
313-541-1608 

July 15 
Cushion 'n' Cue 
Allen Park, Michigan 
(313) 382-9797 

PPP A Qualifiers 

A'priI4-8 . 

June 15-17 
Hall of Fame Billiards 
Lansing, Michigan 
(517) 487-4578 

April 20-22 \ 
Golden Cue Billiards 
Lompoc, California 
(805) 736-2970 

Mixed 

Bay Ridge Billiards 
Brooklyn, New York 
(212) 748-5440 ABA 3-Cushion 

April 21-22 
Bob's Billiards 
(312) 286-4714 
Chicago, Illinois 

June 23-24 
Plaza Billiards 
Granite City, Illinois 
(618) 876-8707 

July 21 
I Corner Pocket Billiard Lounge 
Great Falls, Montana 
406-452-3531 

WPBA Qualifiers 

April 28-29 
Gold Crown Billiard Lounge 
New London, Connecticut 
(203) 443-7613 

April 6-8 
Hollywood Billiards 
Hollywood, California 
(213) 465-0115 

April 14-15 
Gentlemen Jim's 
Rockford,llIionis 
(815) 962-3532 

CONTROL 

April 28-29 
Antler's Billiards 
(414) 272-4011 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

is the name of the game 

A separate customer display on back 
Lets yo ur customers see separately, on 
request , ju st how much time and money 
they've spen!. 

48/6 IS BEST 
BECAUSE 

Cue-Nique 48/ 6 is a totaUy Solid State 
Micro Computer. .. t he newest inn ova­
tion for efficient billiard parlor and 
t ime-based bowling lane management. 
It has a number o f advantages over 
conventional clock/ counters with 
mechanical meters. 

No more hard-to-read meters 
Large, well-illuminated num bers o n 
electro nic displays are easy to read, 
Num be rs arc a half inch tall. 

Handles up to 48 tables . . . or lanes 
Our basic com pu ter co mes equi pped to 
handle 12 tab les o r lanes. Any nu mber can 
be added .. . up to 48 .. . without changing 
the size of the co mpu te r., 

And up to 6 players per table 
The Cue-Nique 48/ 6 makes it easy to add or 
subtract playe rs at any point durin g a game 
and automatically changes the dollar rate 
according to the num ber of players. 

I 

Now you can see elapsed time 
At any t ime, o ur computer can show you 
and your cust omers how lo ng a table has 
been in use , number of players and dollar 
amount owed , 

Impossible to forget to reset 
Each time a new tab le is started , the 
computer is auto matically reset.. .. 
cu ts out confu sing and costly erro rs. 

48/6 CONTROL 
IS COMPLETE 

Unit is small, compact and eliminates 
employee error. 
It can si t right nex t to the cash register, allowing 
employees and customers to check cash register 
tab against co mputer fi gure s. 

Two key system 
A must for chain operat ion or abse ntee o wnership. 

Customers can run a tab for non-game items, 
When custom ers make o ther purchases, push 
tab button. Computer will make note that non· 
game items have been purchased. A t the end 
of game, fla shing displa y wiU remind you to add 
outside purchase. Custo mer pays only once. 

Also a real time clock 
When the Cue-Nique 48/ 6 isn' t giving 
table or lane information, it works as 
a clock . . . giving the correct time of day. 
Hourly rates 
May be changed by owner at any time. 

Perfect for College Unions 
Can control entire un ion; pool and 
billiards, table tennis, foose ball, 
bOWling, etc, . . . 

.... LL with one 48/6 

CUE-NIQUE MICRO-LOGIC MFG., LTD. 
317 W. Gorham St. "-,""/'\ 1 

Madison, Wisconsin 53703 ~.~ 
Phone (608) 251-1134 

Maximum Income 
During peak hours 48/6 can automatically 
change over from special rates (such as 

,single player or practice rat es to regular 
rates when all tables are in use) . 

Counts Customers 
End of day checkout gives you customer 
count, and transaction count. 

Inventory Feature 
Lets yo u know at a glance your Cue 
inve ntory. 

Tables in use Display 
Sho ws you at glance which tab les are 
in usc. Each table has its ow n LE D display. 

• Minimum Charge 
For 1·6 players, may be programmed 
into 48/ 6. 

Cue Rental Control 
Allows you to rent cues; ad ds ren tal 
fcc to table to tal; and flashing display 
reminds yo u to request rental cue. 

And the Cue-Nique 48/6 Costs Less 
AU of t.hese cost- and time-saving features 
are part of the Cue·Nique 48/ 6 .. . at a 
price less than conventional clock/ cou nters. 
Contact us for more inform ation and an 
estimate. We know you'U be sUIprised how 
inexpensive the Cue: Nique 48/ 6 reaUy is. 

APRIL, 1979/THE NATIONAL BILLIARD NEWS-5 



ARE YOU BULLISH 

ON BILLIARD CUES? 

You will be if you read this advertisement. 

BULL CUES .- Beautiful billiard cues. made from the 
pizzel of a bull. That's right, you read it right the first . 
time!! Beautifully finished, f\-lll sized, well balanced. A 
real conversational piece as well as a very functional 
b ill iard cue. -

Price '89.50 Carrying Case included 

For literature and Photo· Write: 
International Biologics, Inc. - Dept. NBN 
531 Ninth St., N.W. New .Brighton, Minn. 55112 

Imported Finished 

SLATE 
--e--

Lucite Cue Points 

FEATHERSTRIPS 
Fast Draw Green Dot Cue Balls 

--e--

Eastern Slate 
151 Highland Ave. (P.O. BoxJl4) 

Somerville, Mass. 02145 

(617) 625-2500 

, 

-----~---.------------------------------------To have the next 12 issues of The National 
Billiard News delivered to your mail box, simply 
fill out this coupon (please don't forget to check 
the appropriate category at the bottom, we like 
to know just who our reoders ore) ond enclose 0 

check or money order,i n the proper omount (do 
not send cosh). Then mail it to us. 

THE NATIONAL -
Billiard News 

Box 487 
Birmingham, Michigan 4801 ~ 

1 Year - $10 Outside the continental U.S. - $15 

Nome _______________ _ 

Address ______________ __ 

City ______ _ State __ _ Zip __ 

O Tournament Player Male 0 3·Cushion Player 

o Tournament Player Female 0 9-8011 Player 

'0 Pool Player Male 0 Small Table Player Male 

o Pool Player Female 0 Snooker Player 

~ 0 Small Table Player Female 0 Manufacturer 

.;. 0 Dealer I Distributor 0 Proprietor 0 Media -

----------------------------------------------
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GS, BREAKS 
ODe More TiBle 

Even showing off 
takes time. Former u.s. 
Open Champion Steve 
Mizerak, the man in the 
Miller Lite beer televi­
sion commercial who 
makes that three-bank 
trick shot, lifts his beer 
and says, "You get 
thirsty ' even 'when ' 

r.: you're just showing 
--. off", found that state-_ ............. -

ment to be oh so true. 
The commercial, it 

took quite a 
to complete. 

Bal, Oh, SI. Peler. • • 

"You're not going to 
believe this," Mizerak 
told Terry Stonier of 
Jointed Cue Billiards in 
Sacramento, California 
recently. "The commer­
cial required 181 takes 
in fropt of the camera 
before the shot was 
satisfactory. And that 
includes the three times 
I knocked the glass over 
and spilled beer all over 
the table. " 

But he makes it look 
so easy. 

/ 

On Record 
~L_~ __ ~==~--------------------~ 

One of the oldest 
marks in the · three­
cushion record books, 
one that stood for 59 
years, was broken by 
Raymond Ceulemans in 
1977. Playing in his own 
room in Mechelen , 
Belgium he ran a 
phenomenal 29 in a row 
against one of his 
students, shattering the 
record of 25 set by Willie 
Hoppe in an exhibition 
match in 1918. 

• • • "hal a Sholl 
It was the snooker 

shot of a lifetime. Ray­
mond Priestley of 
Melbourne, Australia 
was hanging upside 
down from the ceiling. 
over the table when he 
fell and crashed down 
on his head. He was 
playing snooker in h~s 

garage with a friend 
when he climbed onto a 
rafter to attempt a trick 
shot, an inquest was 
told. He was hanging by 
his legs from the beam 
but he slipped, hit the 
concrete floor and later 
died from brain 
damage . 

e. 
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The Trick is. • • 
Kenneth Hadley, a 

blind student at 
. Broward Community 
College in Pompano 
Beach, Florida , at­
tempts to pocket six 
balls in six pockets on 
one shot with the 
assistance of Paul Ger­
ni, right. Gerni, who 

bills himself as "Four 
Time World Trick Shot 
Champion" , appeared 
in exhibition at the com­
munity college in 
January. Hadley was 
unsuccessful in two 
trys , but pocketed 
several balls on both at-/ -
teI1)pts. 

A~, 
So 

On a visit to Japan Bruce Venzke was regaling the 
natives with a trick shot demonstration' and a very lengthy 
anecdote. At the end ..of the story the in.terpreter turned 
toward the audience and spoke only four words, at which 
everyone laughed heartily. . 

"But how could you repeat the story so quickly?" asked 
Bruce. 

"Story too long," replied the interpreter, "so I say, 'He 
tell joke. Laugh'." 

"HAND ME A PILLOW AND WE' LL 

CALL IT FOUR CUSHION!" 

, 

Down Under 
, 

Jim Rempe added 
another foreign cham­
pion to his list of victims 
in February when he 
defeated Australia ' s 
World Match Play 
Snooker Champion Ed­
die Chariton in the 
$6,000 Dorf Interna­
tional Pool Challenge. 
The match consisted of 
three different 
American pool games 
per night: best 6 of 11 in 
9-ball, best 3 of 5 in rota­
tion (61 points) and 50 
points of straight pool. 
The winner of each 
match scored 5 points, 
,the loser 3. 

The finals were 
played in the television 
studios of Channel 9 in 
Brisbane, Australia. 
Rempe outpointed 
ChSlrlton 364-356 to win 
the $6,000 (Australian) 
first prize. Both players 
received a fee from Dorf 
Industries for playing 

( 
the tour. 

FREE 
• BILLIARD SUPPLY . ,.. 

WHOLESALE CATALOG 
Large Inventory for Immed iat e Shi~ llt::l , ~ 
Billiard Rooms, Coin. Operators, Homes, et 

NO MINIMUM ORDER REQUI RE D 
Send to: 

Robertson' Billiard Supply 
Member BBIA, BCA, N$GA, FAMA 

1721 N. Franklin St. Tampa, Fla. 33602 
Phone (8,13) 229-2778 

THE RUSSO INTERLOCKING 
BRIDGE HEADS 

Interlock two in various positions and they feel like one. Shoot 
over any number of balls.", Make difficult shots like never before. 
Made of silky smooth durable "DELRIN". 

$3.20 per Pair - Pre·paid 

Send check or money order to : 
Russo Interlocking Bridge 
P.O. Box 629 
Trenton, New Jersey 08608 
Phone: (609) 394-3387 or 394·9815 
10 Photo Flyer with Orders ~ ,. 

Eventually. THE Only Bridge Heads to be Used 

- Anywhere in the World 

TAKE A LOOK AT 
. THE LiNE. 

r---- - -- ------, 
Send for 
this 
FREE 
Full-color 
Brochure 
You can see Viking 's 
all new line of 
custom-made cues 
bvsendinqth i~ co u pjnto : Add '." 
VikingC~e Mfg. lnc-:- ------- ---

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

. ~~ : Department aN ::c.::.. _ _ ~______ I 

I 2710 Syene Road 5:.;,,, Z,p I 
L _ ~!lo..!' ,~ S~?~3 ..<. ____ ___ _________ ____ ~ 
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An Unknown 
By ROBERT BYRNE 

Yolo Billiards? Broderick, 
California? Thr~e-cushion 

billiard players in the San 
Francisco Bay Area were 
scratching their heads when 
posters began appearing in 
January announcing a tour­
nament in a room and town 
they had never heard of. The 
first prize of $400 was temp­
ting, and so was the entry fee, 
a modest $20. But where was 
the place? Who would be in 
it? 

It takes hard searching on 
a map to find Broderick, a 
suburb of Sacramento. Yolo 
Billiards is at the west end of 
town, a few blocks from the 
river. Proprietor Johnny 
A v'alos originally intended to 
have just a room tournament 
on his two billiard tables (the 
room also has seven pool 
tables and a 6 x 12 snooker), 

but the idea began to grow. 
Finally posters were made 
up and sent out to every rOQm 
within a hundred-mile 
radius. 

To accommodate . a lot of 
players over a single 
weekend on two tables, a 
double-elimination format 
was decided on with very 
short games - fifteenpoints. 
That arrangement, plus 
newish, wide-rail tables and j 

relatively slow domestic 
' cloth, partly served to 

answer the -question about 
who would be entered - not 
many veterans of -the major 
tournament circuit would be 
willing to stray from their 
Granita and Simonis and 
take the risk of being knock­
ed out early by nobodies on 
strange equipment in short 
games. 

But I love risks (and I love 
a mystery) and so when 

Zelo-in on .the famil'l ·,oom game boom. . 
with ~bonite/FI~chel ... the line that give~ 'Iou 
thc mO.lt to .lcll . . 

8-'TH:SN'~TIDNAL BlL.L..IARD , N~WS/AP,RIII., ~979 ' > 

\ 

/ Ebonite/Fjscher brings you 
the biggest selection of family 
room games in the business: 
billiard tables ... 3-in-1 game 
tables ... Eu ropean soccer ... 
bu mper pool ... accessories 
... and more. A choice of 32 
in all. 

We also offer a choice of 
profit programs - Willie Mos­
coni Dealership, special dating 
and prepaid freight programs. 

Call or write Vince Greico at (305) 821-
0150 or, Ebohite Corporation, 14000 N.W. 
57th Court, Miami Lakes, FL 33014. 

~BonIT~ 
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CUSBIONS 

Wins · An Obscure Tournamen.t 
'February 16 arrived I fell in­
to my car for a 75-mile 
journey into the unknown. 
Other daredevils from the 
Bay Area were Colonel E. J. 
"Stub" Pilotte of Novato and 
Tommy Thomsen of Fre­
mont. We all had a great time 
even though we failed to 
take down the money. 

Yolo 'Billiards occupies a 
one-story building on a quiet 
side street next to a grocery 
store. Tall letters on the out­
side wall spell out "Pool is 
Cool." Pool may. be the only 
thing that's cool in 
Sacramento, and Broderick, 
in the summertime, when 
l00-degree days are com­
monplace. Winters, though, 
are devine. 

Every table was busy whim 
I arrived and there were at 
least tw.o dozen spectators. 
By the time the first tourna­
ment games began the next 

day, Saturday, the crowd had 
doubled and seldom dropped 
below fifty day or night. I saw 
players I hadn't seen in 
years, notably "Navy Paul" 
Mandall, a regular at the old 
Palace in San Francisco 
twenty years ago. 

The three, best players in 
Sacramento were lurking 
ominously about, Jim 
Stadler, Ray Felipe, and 
Terry Stonier. Felipe played 
in the 1952 West Coast 
Regional with Bozeman and 
Kilgore; Stonier, the 
gregarious proprietor of 
Sacramento's Jointed Cue 
who has promoted many ma­
jor pool tournaments, showed 
in practice sessions that he 
hadn't forgotten what he had 
once learned in a series of 
lessons from the late Danny 
McGoorty. 

It was odd to scan the list of 
entries - thirty players were 

/ 

at the starting gate - and 
find that most of them were 
imfamillar to me. Even the 
towns they came from were 
unfamiliar - weird places 
like Chico, Roseville, Fresno, 
and Stockton. I gulped when I 
,saw the name of Mort Brock 
from Reno. He has twice won 
the West Coast Elks singles 
title and would have to be 
considered the favorite. 

Many . of the entrants were 
Mexican-Americans, and so 
were many of the spectators. 
It was a pleas'ure to see so 
many new faces and to meet 
players who had been raised 
on straight billiards rather 
than pool, a definite ad­
vantage for anyone who 
aspires to play three-cushion. 
(It should be remembered 
that the billiard movement in 
the United States gained con­
stant strength by immigra­
tion from Spanish-speaking 

countries, where carom 
rather than pocket games are 
played. Among our top 
players, Hallon, Torres, 
Campos, and Gomez come to 

, mind.) 
Proprietor Avalos manag­

ep the tournament with close 
attention to detail. Pairings 
were presented on a board 
measuring 10 x 10 ft. Using 
40-minutes as the estimated 
length of the average game, 
starting times were posted 
for the whole tournament. 
Play began, at noon Saturday 
and finished comfortably by 
10:30 Sunday night. 

! gulped for the second 
time when I saw that the 
blind draw put me in the 
same bracket with two 
players I rate highly, Felipe 
and Brock. I won my first two 
games, then squeaked past 
Felipe. Meanwhile, I was 
happy to see that Brock ~ad 

been upset by somebody 
named Galardo Masfareno, 
who then had the poor taste to 
beat me, too. In the loser's 
bracket I took a 9-0 lead over 
Brock after two innings, then 

Please turn to Page 12 

ROBERT BYRNE 

NOW AVAILABLE ... 
THE ULTIMATE WEAPON • 

Cues Handcrafted by: 

MEUCCI ORIGINALS 
\ 

, • THE ULTIMATE WEAPON IS A REVOLUTIONARY NEW DESIGN 
IN THE CoNSTRUCTION OF A CUSTOM CUE . 

• THIS NEW DESIGN APPLIES THE MAXIMUM OF ENGLISH WITH 
MINIMUM OF STROKE . 

• THIS ENABLES THE PLAYER TO DO MORE THAN EVER 
BEFORE WITH THE SAME STROKE. 

TO GET DETAILS AND FREE BROCHURE: 

CONTACT 

LARRY HUBBART 

1672 GetweliRoad 

Memphis, Tenn. 38111 

Phone (901) 794-27n 

* DEALER DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 

I personally invite you to 
experience the ultimate 
in feel, balance. and play 
of the finest custom cue 
available today. 

PHASE II 

Designed by: 

LARRY HUBBART 
Winner of 77 World 8-Ball 
Winner of 77 World 9-Ball 
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THE TOP SIX PLA YERS SHOW THEIR STYLE 
Count erclockwise from far upper right - Allen Gilbert, 
1st; Bill Hawkins, 4th; Juan Rosenfried, 6th; Luis 
Campos, 3rd . Below - Eddie Robin, 2nd. Bottom Left­
Abel'Calderon, 5th. 
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Gilbert Grir 
By LARRY MILLER 

Allen Gilbert won the 1979 
. Billiard News National Open, 

but it was one long haul. 
Although he lost only two 
games in the 2% day 3-
cushion tournament, Gilbert 
didn't seal his 1st place finish 
until the final match of the 
final round ; sometime 
around 4 a .m. Monday morn­
ing, February 25. 

That final match was a 
must win situation for 
Gilbert, who was saddled· 
with the additional handicap 
of having to hold his oppo­
nent, Eddie Robin, to less 
than 44 points. 

The situation was this: 
Going into the match 

Gilbert had three wins and 44 
points in his loss, Robin had 
four wins, no losses. There 
would be no playoff. First 
place would be decided on 
wins and losses, poi·nts 
scored in losses in case of a 
tie, and averages in case of a 
further tie. At that point 
Gilbert was averaging .843 
while Robin's average was 
.881. The match was a rout. 

Gilbert jumped on Robin 
from the outset, scoring 
steadily and building a lead 
that reached 22 points in the 
22nd inning, 30-8. Robin 
fought back gamely but 
never came closer than 8 
pOints, 28-36 in the 39th inn­
ing. The final score was 
Gilbert 50, Robin 35 in 51 inn­
ings: 

Gilbert's reward for winn­
ing the 36 player event was a 
check for $1,500 from tourna-
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s Out 1979 Championship 

[)st Ray Abrams. Al 
:I an additional $25 for 
run of 9 in his semi­

.e, and another $12.50 
half the high run in 
l flite, a 9 .shared with_ 
wkins. Gilbert also 
lone of the trophies 
tournament high run 
~ of the trophies ... 
ns, owner of the 
"n' Cue in Oak Park, 

.0, site of the annual 
'ound himself in the 
unusual and unen­
)osition of having to 

an additional four 
~s to- four : other 

Hawkins, Frank 
Carlos Hallon, and 

randes all received 
for their runs of 9 
the tournament. 

i, Torres and Hallon 
:eived $25; their 9's 
~h in their individual 
lary flites. 
eceiving $25 for high 
their flites were Bob 
':I (7), Don Brink (8), 
l Hawkins (8). High 
mers in the semi­
~re Gilbert (9), Brink 
lAbel Galderon and 
)senfried sharing the 
e in their flite with 

ing second to Gilbert 
:lie Robin, who up to 
II game had lost only 
ch. Robin earned $900 
second place finish. 
Impos, with a 3-2 
lnished third for $600. 
lwkins edged Abel 
1 on points for fourth 

. .. 
• r 

with a total of 111 in his three " 
losses to Calderon 's 89. 
Ha wk i ns earned $400, ' 
Calderon $200 for fifth. J uan 
Rosenfried finished sixth for 
$150. 

Six players from the twelve 
plC!.yer semi-finals earned 
$100 each for progressing 
that far. They were Loni 
Brandes, George Ashby, Don 
Brink, Gene Johnson, Frank 
Torres and Vince Sbarbati. 

Prior to the tournament six 
players put $500 apiece into 
the kitty for a challenge 
match, single round robin, 50 
points. Held over 3 days, the 
match saw George Ashby, 
Larry Johnson, Luis Campos, 
Carlos Hallon, Frank Torres 

.. . .. -.. ~... ~ 

........ _ ...... f '"" • I " 

and E ddie Robin pitted 
against each other. 

The final game came down 
to Hallon and Robin with 
Hallon maintaining a slim 
lead throughout and winning 
50-48 in 50 innings. Hallon 
received the winner's share 
of $2,000 and Robin netted 
$1,000 as runner-up. 

The Billiard News National 
Open was the culmination of 
"Ten Days of Billiards" at 
the Cushion "n' Cue, which · 
began the week before on 
February 16 with the ABA 
Classic and included tbe 
challenge match and it week­
ly "rapid fire tournament" 
held at the room on Thursday 

. evenings. 

During the Billiard 
News National Open, 
-the annual Norman C. 
Ross Memorial Award 
is presented to the ABA 
player voted Sportsman 
of the Year by his fellow 
players. This year the 
players selected George 

. Ashby as the person 
they fe lt most ex­
emplifies the positive 
image in billiards. We at 
The National Billiard . 
News agree. 

Our congratulations 
to George, 197~ ABA 
Classic CQampion and 
Sportsman of the Year. 

LOU BUTERA'5 
TIP TAPPER 

ti 
PERSONAL CU E TIP RAS~ 

ENDS CO STL Y M ISCUES 

ONLY '4.9 5 Ea. 

"The Besl Yet" 
says Lou 

Cherk These Features: 

• MADE FROM SOLID HARDENED STfH ­
NOTHING TO WEAR OUT 

• SIZED JUST RIGHT FOR EASY CARRYING 

• KNURL PA TTERN THA T SCUFFS & SHAPES 

· gB~~:Z~~fA,;~'1:lfIf/tF9,!gr::f~A y~ 
• GIVES PLA YfR CONFIDENCE iN HIS TIP 

WHEN APPLYING ENGUSH 

DEALER INQUIRl!S~INVITEO 

'/2 ACTUAL SIZE 

PAT. PEND. 

-NOW AVAILABLE-
fl. GENUINE LEATHER CASE FOR 

YOUR TIP TAPPER AT 52 .25 EACH 

or GET BOTH FOR '7.00 
A lso Available in 14 K gold 

Please Inquire -

PRO LINE PRODUCTS CO. 
18951 NEWTON AVENUE 
SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA 92705 

I Encto. S ............. . . 10< .... " T ip T_ ... nct ..... ea-
Nan:"' .... . ......•• . .. . .... . ..... . ....... •...•.... . ... . ... 

Addr .. . . . .. . ....... . ..... . .............. . ... ~. ' , ' .. • ... • .. 

City . . . . ... Stat. . . . . . . . . . . .. .. Zip ..... . .. . 
C alifornia ReSIdents Add 6 % State Sales Tax 

Rackup · 
a great book! 

Share the excitement of memorable 
matches . Re-trace the careers of colorful 
hustlers. Marvel at trick shots and feel the 
trance-like absorbtion of a player running 
a rack . At ~st there's a book that cap­
tures this special allure of cue, balls , and 
felt: BILLIARDS: Hustlers and 
Heroes, Legends and Lies, and the 
S earch for Higher Truth on the 
Green Felt: By John Grissim. 

In a crackling text and scores of helpful 
photos and diagrams , it covers every aspect of the game: 
• The histmy of billiards, .from royal beginnings to 
skid-row dives to the favorite relaxation of millions. 
• The ups and downs of players like Willy 
Mosconi, Luther 
Lass iter, Jack "Jersey 
Red" Breit and the noto­
rious Minnesota Fats. 
• The color and diver­
sity of poolhall sla ng, 
al)d the memorable 
anecdotes that pool has 
spawned. ..;) , 
• The amazing variety of ga mes that can. be played 

-with fundamenta l equipment - and some of the 
amazingly lavish 
equipment a few 
players have outfit­
ted t hemselves with. 

Written with the pas­
sion ofa fanatic and the 
cynicism of a true pool 
player, BILLIARDS 
squeezes all the drama 
and fascination of the 
game into a single volume. 
Pick up a copy at your 
bookstore or order direct 
from the publisher. It's one 
"shot" you shouldn't miss! ..-------

I
I To your bookseller or direct to 

St. Martin's Press I 175 Fifth AIle ., New York 10010 I 
I 

Please send me copy(ies) of BILLIARDS @$12.50 per copy plus 
75t per book for postage and· handling. I 

I Name _ _____________ ~ __ 1 
I ~~ I 
I Clty ________ state ______ .J..ZiP, ____ 1 

'--.... _-----------------_ .... 
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BltllCl CHltlSTfJPHEIt 

'MY WINNING SECRETS' 
{The Young Player Who Is Revolutionizing Pool} 

~ 168 Pages - Action Photos - Trick Shots - Secrets - Rules ~ 

A,!tographed Copies Available 

-C> 

>­
en 
2 
:; 
C> 

c.,) 

~ 

."lIIIiii~ 
1 • 1 0 books .. , ... ..... .... .... $3.95 each 

11 ·99 books .. .... .. ..... .. .. . $3.50 each 

100 • 499 books . 

500 . 999 books . 

1000 and more books .......... ...... $2.00 . each 

~ 'The Best Book On Pool * 
Make Checks, Money Orders payable to : 

WHITTEN PRINTERS 
1436 East McDowell 

Phoenix, Arizona 85006 
Name ...... .. ...... ...... .... ..... .. ..... ....... ... .. ..... ......... ... .... .... . 

..... $3.00 each 

. $2.50 e~ch 

I ----- --- -. -----. 
Address ....... ..... .... .. ... ..... ... .... ........ ···. ·· ..... .. ....... ........ ... ...... .. ..... . .. ... .. .... .. . 

• 'City .... ..... ... ... : .... ...... ..... ........ ... ·State ... ... ... .... ... .. .. Zip .. .... .......... .. r ••.•. 
Postage, Handling, Tax Incl uded 

rn~~~~illOO ~ ~~@uoo 
4 1 

Style B21l 
Competition Gra~e · 

(Wool-Nylon) 

THE HENRY W. T. MALI & CO., INC. 257 Park Ave. South, New York, N.Y. 10010 

(212) 475-4960 Toll Free (800) 223·6468 TWX 710·581-5522 

CUSHIONS 

Calderon, Cattrano, 

Waldman Winners 
By MILT GOLDRING robin, games to 50 pOints, 

Jimmy Cattrano was clearly 
EAST COAST - On the best with a record of five 

February 3 the Hi-Cue ~etro wins and no defeats. The 
was held at Mike Asch's reaminfng contestants all 
House of Champions in from the New York area 
Elizabeth New Jersey. A were Vince Sbarbati, Abel 
field of ten competed in a 25 Calderon, Juan Rosenfried, 
point round robin. Abel Barry Shaw and Marvin 
Calderon and Joe DiLorenzo . Waldman. From entry fees 01 
clearly dominated the field $75 with an equal amount 
Calderon eking out a victory from management the prize 
over DiLorenzo in a play-off .lund was distributed on a 40-
match that saw him over- 25-15-10-5-5 percentage basis 
come a seemingly impossible. 
lead of 10 points. ' Harry On M.arch 3 another Hi-Cue 
Green finished 3rd, Max Metro was held at Asch's 
Fisher was 4th. The remain- room. This was a round robin 
ing six contestants included event, games going to 20 
Nestor Garcia, Mike Kang, points and "from a small field 
In Lee, Frank Emma, Milt of six contestants Marvin 
Goldring and Steve Dillon. Waldman emerged the win-

The Long Island Metro held ner .. Tony Jerome · was · 2nd. 
at Jacy's in Rego Park, New Murray Shapiro was 3rd, 
York followed on February 10 Harry Green was 4th, Nestor 
and from a field of ' six Garcia came in 5th and 
players, playing a round George Wurtzel came in 6th. 

,; 

Unkno'Wn From Page 9 _. __ 

fell to a blazing counter- of the field had never heard 
attack staged by the unflap- of either organization. 
pable Nevadan, who won 15- They've heard of them, 
13 in 14 innings. Brock went now, thOugh. An inquiry has 
on to win the loser's bracket, already been sent to the ABA 
advancing to a 25-point final to see if it would be per­
game with.Mascareno. It was missable to stage a sanction­
Mascareno in a walk-away, ed weekend tournament in 
25-15. two rooms at once; The two 

Mascareno was raised in tables at Yolo Billiards and 
Sonora, Mexico, and now the two at the Jointed Cue 
plays out of Larry Ellington's would provide the means to 
Brunswick Billiards at 401 stage a major event. 
South Main in Los Angeles. I came away much more 
He has a sharp eye, an im- favorably disposed toward 
pressive storke, and a good the double-elimination for­
knowledge of the game. mat than I was going in. With 

The results: 1. Galardo ' short games it is not designed 
Mascareno; 2. Mort Brock; 3 ~ to favor the best player, but it 
Frank Sandoval, 4. John has other virtues. There 
Avalos; 5-6. Bob Byrne and aren't as many meaningless 
Tom Thomsen. games as in the conventional 

One of the nice features of round-robin format - every 
this tournament was that it game is extremely important 
brought together for the first . to both playets. 
time' three-cushion players The best feature is that a 
and fans in Northern Califor- large number of players can 
nia who were hardly aware of be accommodated on a small 
each other's existence. Not number of tables. A room 
more than a half dozen of the with six tables, for example, 
thirty contestants were could easily stage a 15-point 
members of the Billiard double-elim.ination event 
Federation or the American with 32 players in a single 
Billiard Association - I day. I'd like to see more of 
would guess that at least half them. 



SILENT CUE 

Mike Eufemia 
Mike Eufemia, a familiar 

face in the pool world for over 
40 years, died October 8, 1978 
in New London Connecticut. 
He was 60 years old. While 
giving an exhibition there, he 
quietly passed away doing 
what he loved most ... play­
ingpool. 

During his tournament 
year s , Mike was ' often 
criticized for not going for the 
"spectacular" shots. But he 
had his game ' down to a 
system, one which netted 
firm the record which now 
appears in the Guinness Book 
of World Records. He holds 
the title for the greatest con­
tinuous run: 625. He ac­
complished this feat on 
February 2, 1960, before a 
standing-room-only crowd at 
the Logan Billiard Academy, 
Brooklyn, New York. He has 
also run up impressive runs 
of 371, 555 and 566, to mention 
a few. 

Northeastern States Cham­
pion, World Pocket Billiards 
Champion, winner of several 
invitational titles, high run 
holder , Mike was also a 
teaching pro. His easy going 
manner and warmth, coupled 
with generous amounts of 
knowledge, made him one of 
the finest teachers the pool 
world has ever known. his 

friends called him "the pro­
fessor ." Pool was, for him, a 
game that demanded all of 
one's mental concent ration. 
" You can ' t p lay with 
anything else on your mind. 
Pool is a real brain washer." 

In the last few years of his 
life, Mike used these teaching 
skills to help him write a con­
cise and comprehensive in-­
structional book about the 
game. Presently, his family 
and frientls are looking for an 
interested publisher. ' The 
book consists of one volume 
of basics for beginners and at 
least four {4) volumes of ad­
vanced information . Its 
superiority lies in the fact 
that it is an encyclopedia of 
principles, as opposed to 
"shots". The same,principles 
that he taught his students, 
some of whom went on to 
become top pros, and even 
world champions. 

Originally, Mike had gone 
to college to become a doctor. 
But within two years decided 
to pursue a pool career in­
stead. He couldn't get away 
from the game that had cap­
tured his interest since early 
childhood. Patrick Eufemia, 
Mike's father, owned a pool 
room in St. Albans and, 
although his two older 
brothers showed no interest, 

M.ike at age nine could 
already be seen at the tabie. 

During WW II, Mike 
volunteered to enterta in 
troops, playing exhibitions 
through the camps in the U.S. 
After the war, he returned 
home to marry the woman he 
had loved for five years, Nan­
cy. Together they followed 
his interest in pool. 

This was not always easy. 
The billiard academy he had 
owned for twelve years burn­
ed down. Mike stopped play­
ing for about eight years in 
order to get his billiard supp­
ly busine!:is on its feet. Eight 
years is a long time to stoP. 
playing but the spell of the 
table and the click of the balls 
called Mike back to the­
game. And back he came -
to win the world champion­
ship in 1967. 

It is perhaps a compliment 
of sorts that a man who was 
so enthralled with and 
knowledgeable about a sport 
should spend his _ last" 
moments in , that selfsame 
arena. He was a man who 
deserves to be remembered. 
Hopefully, his friends, fans 
and pupils will give serious 
thought to entering Mike 
Eufemia into the PPPA and 
BCA Halls of Fame. 

BILLIA,RD BOOKS 
NOW YOU CAN ORDER ANY OF THESE BOOKS FOR HOURS OF READING ENJOYMENT 

DIRECT FROM THE NATIONAL BILLIARD NEWS - GREAT GI FT IDEAS! 

BILLIARDS BY JOHN GRISSIM 
A historical view of the billiard world. Chock full of anec-
dotes, p~ofiles and .tales of yesteryear. A must for the veteran '12 50 
and novice enthuaslst. , . 

'SYSTEMATIC BILLIARD$ by ALLEN GILBERT 
Gilbert, a ,many time BFUSA National Champion, addresses 
the professional with his system of successful play. '9.95 

-PUBLISHER'S CLOSI;OUT-......:...-------, 

HISTORY OF BILLIARDS 
by Willia l}1 Hendricks 

H ighly readable, fully Illustrated, paper· '2 
back edition , 

TAVERN a-BALL 
FOR FUN & PROFIT 

by Pat McKernan '395 
A look at the "Other side" of pool , 
Material str ictly adults only. 

PLEASE SEND ME __________ ~.;. ___________________ • 

... . -..... BILLlARDS@l$12.50Each ORDER TODA Y 
• ....... . SYSTEMATIC BILLlARDS@l$2.95Each Add $1.00 for Each Book Ordered . 
. . • . .... . HISTORY OF BILLlARDS@l$9.95 Each 

•.. . .. •. . TAVERN 8-BALL@l $3.95 Each 
When ordering Tavern 8-Ball - please sign b elow stating you 
are 18 year s of age or older. 

Your signature 

Mail (check Or money order) to: 
THE NATIONAL BILLIARD NEWS 
P. O. BOX 487 
BIRMINGHAM, MICHIGAN 48012 

BILLIARD BALL 
PLASTIC SURGElIY! 

No Prescription Needed 
Novus Plastic Polishes give billiard b alls a pain ­
less, li ke-new face 11ft. Use for rest orin g, pro · 
t ect i ng, and m aintaining bails. Proven effective 
by p lastic m anufacturers for all t y pes of Indus· 
trial and commercial users. 

Po lish No. 1 gives hlgh·gloss, anti ·statlc dust­
repellent fi n ish. Polish No.2 takes ou t scratches, 
ab rasions, cuts through oilS and films and leaves 
no w axy build-up to Impair the ro ll of the balls. ---------------" INTRODUCTOR Y OFFER 

SA TISFA CT IO N GUARANTEED 

Evaluate the performance of No vus Plastic 
Polishes by ordering a specially p acked mixed 
case o f six each-8-oz. bottles. Instructions In­
cluded . 

$36.50 
Includes $2 .00 shipping and haridllng charges. 

All orders C.O.D. 

Send t o : Novus Plastic Polishes 
Box 4171 
Missoula, Montana 59806 
Phone: (406) 728·3009 

Nam e .. .. ... . • .• . .. . No. of Orders . • . 

Address . . . . •.. • ..... .• .• . . • . .. . • 

City/State/Zip . •..•••. • . : . • ' . . . . . • •• 

If not completely satisfied with the results after' 
using the first bottle o f each, return the other 
five bottles of each for a total re f und. 

BURTON SPAIN SPEAKS : 

Since 1965 I have made 4-prong inlaid cue blanks for 
such top cue-makers as Frank Parad ise, George Bala­
bushka, Craig Petersen, Dick Helmstetter and. many 
others. I have also provided shafts and other supplies to 
the cue t rade. During these years I have made cues for 
loca l players- testing, expt!rimenting and learn ing as I 
went. I'm hard to please and I set high standards for my­
self, so I made good, sound cues even in the late 1960's 
but my goal was to make great cues, without compro­
mise, striving for perfection . 

Not too long ago I overheard one of the f inest cue­
makers in the countrj talking about my cues. He called 
them " state of the art". It gave me quite a sense of pride 
and accomplishment to be at the head of the class, and I 
plan on staying here a long wh ile. 

In th is l imit ed space let me give a few quick details about my 
cues,: 

1. Joint. For several years I have used a unique joint system of 
my own design. The basic system employs Delrio t o Del rin or 
optionally brass to Delrin or nickel silver to Delrin.-This design 
plays a large part in the balance and hit of my cues. -

2. Hit. I'm frequentlY t: asked if my cues have a "hard" hit or 
"soft" hit. I'm not satisfied with either word as a description 
of my cues. Th ink of when you slam the door of an expensive 
automobile. I'd call that sound and feel "solid". My cues have 
a " solid" hit. 

3. Shafts. Shafts are interchangeable. You don't need to send 
your cue in to get a new shaft. 

4. Guarantee. My cues are fully guaranteed for 2 years. 

-These cues begin at $45 for a simple but attractive cue of 
Merry Widow style. Four·prong inlaid models of ebony and birds' 
eye maple run from $110 to $300. Six-prong models sell at $250 
and $350. Altogether I am offering 15 models . 

Call or send for a large color picture and descriptive literature . 

BURTON SPAIN CO . 
3724 W, Division _ Chicago, Illinois 60651 

(312) 235-2811 
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STEVE COOK DAVID HOWARD GARY SPEARS DANNY JONES LOUIE ROBERTS LARRY HUBBART _ PETE OHMAN HOWARD VICKERY 

'Quiet Man' Captures Citrus ~-Ball Open 
Story and photos 
By FLANPI LKINGTON 

TAMPA, FL - Steve Cook, 
the "Quiet Man" of pool, 
marched through the 32-man 
field at Baker's Billiards to 
capture first prize in the third 
annual Citrus Open. Steve 
came back after losing the 
first match in the finals to 
Larry Hubbart 11 to 5. The 
combination of Cook's steady 
play and Hubbart's inability 
to make a ball on the break in 
the championship match 
allowed Steve to get out for 
the win by a score of 11 to 8. 

On the way to the crown, 
Cook sent Pete Ohman, J. 
Matz, "Oregon" Don Watson, 
"St. Louie" Roberts, and 
Barry Cauzzort to the loser's 
bracket. 

Meanwhile on the. loser's 

. 
side, Larry Hubbart lost his 
first match to Bill Stigall and 
then marched through the 
loser's side all the way to the 
finals. On Sunday afternoon 
with two winners and two 
losers left, Steve Cook and 

local favorite Barry Cauzzort 
of St. Petersburg, played on 
the winner's side, while "Ice 
Man" Larry Hubbart and 
defending. champIon Louie 
Roberts played for the 
chance to stay alive in the 

Walter Tops PPPA Qualifier 
By MILT GOLDRING 

ELIZABETH, NJ The 
fourth in a series of PPP A 
qualifying tournaments was 
held on February 17 at Mike 

.1 

Asch's Hi-Cue Billiard 
Lounge in Elizabeth. 

Finalists were Pat Flem­
ing, Steve Dillon, Todd Fleit­
man, and Tom Walter. 

'Walter emerged thewinner 

and he joins Ed Hodan, Max 
Klindwort and Ed Deska as 
entrants into the World 
PPPA Tournament. 

All games were straight 
pool to 100 points. 

.,,-

tournament. 
Cook sent Barry to the one­

loss column with a strong vic­
tory. Meanwhile, Hubbart 
sent Louie home with fourth 
place money. Then it was 
Barry's turn to try and get 
over one of the most ex­
perienced nine-ball players 
in the country. 

Hubbart showed great 
heart when he came back 

. 'from a score of 10 to 8 in favor 
of Barry to win 11 to 10 and 
have a shot at Cook for the 
Tampa cash. Barry's third 
place finish is the best ever 
for him. 

Where quality Counts 

When you buy a GANDY Pro.duct, you know you are getting the best! 

GANDY'S INDUSTRIES, INC. 

14-THE N~TIOt\lAL ~LLlARo-NEWS/APRlI .. , .19191 ~ 

Kim Gandy 
510 11th St. / P.O. Box 533 / (912) 745-7621 

Macon, G.eorgia 31202 . . 

, 
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Photos by BILLIE BILLING 

Susan Gerberding, second from right, proudly displays the trophy and cue she won in the WPBA Pro-
Am event. Accompanying Susan are Gloria Walker, left, tournament director who later went on to 
win the Pro division. Next to Gloria is Cynthia' Musz, runner-up in the Amateur division. At the far 
right is Charles Ursitti who sponsored the event. 

Walkeri Gerberding Best 

In WPBA Eastern Pro-Am 
By JESSIE COIL 

GREENBROOK, NY -
The 1979 Women's Eastern 
States Pro-Am Pocket 
Billiard Championship, 
hosted February 24 and 25 by 
Loree-Jon's Billiards and 
sponsored by the Women's 
Professional Billiard 
Alliance, was claimed by 
Gloria Walker, adding 
another torphy and title to an 
illustrious career that in­
cludes national champion 
titles in 9-ball and 6-ball, cur­
'rent New England States 
Champion (straight pool) 
and runner-up in both the 
Women's World Open (1977) 
and the BCA US Open (1976- ' 
77). 

Winning all six of her 
games in two flights of round 
robin straight pool, Gloria 
met the challenge of two 

rapidly rIsmg aspirants . 
Fourteen-year-old Loree-Jon 
Ogonowski, an .8th grader, ' 
and f6-year-old Astrid Coil, a 
junior in high school, placed 
second and third respectively 
in the finals. Debbie Smith 
also made it into the finals, 
placing 4th out of a total field 
of eight women competitors. 

Loree-Jon's debut in pro­
fessional women's pocket 
billiard ' competition was 
made in the 1977 WPBA 
Women's World Open. Since 
then she has performed m 
both the 1978 WPBA Women's 
World Open and in the 
women's division of the 
PPPA World Open. 

Astrid Coil, who has been 
playing pocket billiards 
seriously for less than two 
years, attributes her com­
petitive strength and rapid 
development of professional 

TERRY MISTICHELLI BERNADETTE GIGANTE SANDY FALTAN 

skills to the intense love she 
has for the game and to the 
mal!y mentors of the game 
who frequent Four Seasons 
Billiard Lounge in Metuchen, 
New Jersey, which she con­
siders "home turf". 

Tarning in stellar per­
formances in the amateur 
division were Susan Gerber­
ding, (1st place); Cynthia 
Musz, (2nd place); Ber­
nadette Gigante and Linda 
Gardner, (3rd place tie), 
followed by Sandy Falten and 
Terry Mistichelli, finishing 
5th and 6th. 

A combined round-robin, 
double elimination format of 
eight-ball matches were 
played to determine stan­
dings in the amateur divi­
sion. Eighteen women par­
ticipated. First prize went to 

Please turn to Page 18 

LINDA GARDNER 

255 Dunbar Ave . Telephone 
Montreal, Canada • (514) 737-4675 
H3P 2H4 . . Cables 'ACBILL' 

. ' . ® 

"'" Acland's International 
Billiards Service 

SUPER FINE ENGLISH BILLIARD CLOTHS 
-in twelve qualities-

"Excel" ReS'd Domestic Snooker Cues 
"Super Crystalate" and English "Vitalite" .Balls 

-in British and American sizes-
Genuine Antig,ue English Billiard Tables 

_. -
ACLAND BILLIARD EQUIPMENT LTD. , 

Wholesale, Retail and Export 
~ 

II "'k · ~;'~~IJII." THE ULTIMATE " I'.,.,.",.,,.,., ., TAVERN CUE 

It looks like a house cue . .. 

. . .but it ISN'T! 

features: 
• Concealed joint • Rebalanced 
• White ferrule • French tip 
• Pro taper • 18 to 21 ounce 

Specify weight when ordering 

• 1 Year Guarantee • Made by Cue Rack 
Send check or money order for $52.00 each 

THE PRO SHOP 
c/o National Billiard News, Box 487, Birmingham, MI 48012 

IICue · Man 
Collection of original George Balabushkas, 

Gus S'zamboties, Tim Scruggs, Josses 
and Other Custom Cues. 

WE ALSO BUY or TRADE 

CALL ......-

IIMike the Cue Man ll 

(713) 479-1257 

Custom . Crafted 

Cues by 

Richard 
Black 

II 

6540 Brompton Road, Houston, Texas 77005 
(713) 665-4084 

APR IL , 1919fTH-E NATIONAL B'ILLIARD NEWS-': 



FEATUBING 

Kollins' Kolumn 
By Tom Kollins 

You Can Practice 

-and Have Fun -Too 
No one ever became a champion at 

any sport without practicing. Lots and 
lots of practicing. It isn't always what 
you woUld rather be doing than 
anything else in the world, but if there 
are goals to be attained, then regular 
practice cannot be avoided. It's a little 
bit like getting to heaven. We all want to 
get there. The trouble is you have to die 
first. 

In many sports practice ranges 
anywhere from pure drudgery at its 
best, to outright torture at its worst. 
Don't think for one minqte that a defen­
sive tackle enjoys pushing the sled 
around the field and running wind 
sprints. The golfer too, no doubt, would 
prefer the company of his admiring -
and less aspiring - friends at the nine­
teenth hole to the loneliness of the prac­
tice tee and the tedium of hitting three­
irons until the blisters on his hands or 
the setting sun force him from the 
rockpile. 

But the football player knows he 
must extend himself if he is to be at his 
best. And the golfer is aware that he 
must groove his swing until the green 
on that one hundred ninety yard par 
three that's been giving him fits , looks 
like it's just a little chip shot away. 

Fortunately, pool is one of those 
games that is fUn to practice. You 
don't have an unsympathetic , coach 

Pro Tips 

standing over you cracking the whip. 
You don't even have to walk very far to 
hit the next shot. But in order to be 
benefiCial, practice must consist of 
more than just aimlessly knocking the 
balls about. Oh, that's all right for the 
rank novice whO's trying to get the feel 
of things. But even the novice should 
concentrate on the basic fundamentals, 
Le., holding the stock properly, getting 
over the ball, etc. Likewise, the more 
advanced player, who already feels 
comfortable making a closed bridge or 
even using the mechanical bridge, can't 
spend all his practice time loading up 
the cue ball with high inside reverse. 

Improvement is what we all strive 
for, . and to do so effectively and effi­
ciently (in the shortest time), work 
should be done on specific aspects of the 
game. 

M-any practice exercises have been 
devised to allow you to improve while at 
the same time helping to ease the 
boredom that some people associate 
with practice. These exercises also af- , 
lord a yardstick by which improvement 
- or the lack of it - may be measured. 

I'd like to tell you about two of my 
favorite practice exercises, which I feel 
are particularly beneficial to the _ 
straight pool (14.1) player. We've ex­
hausted our space here, but look for 
them in next month's column. 

• 
Angle the cue ball off to the side 
to send the 1 ball into the side 
pocket or off he side rail to the 
center of the table. Hit the cue ball 
dead center. Hold the cue one hand 
spread back from the balance point. 
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On Cu,e • 

By Melodie Horn 

Learn -To Play \ 
! 

On
l 

The Big Ones 
"A 9' table? I can't play on a 9' table. They're 

so huge! " 
How often have you heard this, or maybe even 

said it? The number of people I have heard could 
fill a good-sized convention hall. 

Women are learning to play pool in increasing­
ly large quantities, usually from husbands or 
boyfriends, and in local taverns on 3112' x 7' or 4' x 8' 
coin-operated tables. Because most pool leagues 
are played on these tables, exposure to the 4%' x 9' 
table is limited. However, to continue playing on 
the smaller coin-op tables exclusively is to limit the 
progression of your game, and if, as in the case of a 
growing proportion of new players, you are in­
terested in progressing to the highest level of your 
ability, or maybe even becoming a tournament 
competitor, it is necessary that you become flexible 
enough to play on any size table. 

There is a difference between playing on a 7' or 
·8' table and a 9' table, but that difference is not at 
which point you strike an object ball to pocket it. No 
matter where a cue ball lies on a table in conjunc­
tion with an object ball, there is still only one spot at 
which you can contact that ball which will cut it into 
a pocket. The difference the size of the table makes 
is in the distance and angle at which the ball travels 
to the pocket. Don't let the size of a table intimidate 
you mto believing that it makes a shot more dif­
ficult. 

If you have all the basics of e game; correct 
bridge, stance, and stroke, and keep your own mind 
from self-limiting suggestions, with a little ex­
posure to a 9' table, they will become less frighten­
ing. 

Ask someone you trust for advice on a good 
place to go if you do not know. Most players are 
more than happy to help someone who is sincerely 

. interested in improving their knowledge. If you feel 
uncomfortable going alone to practice, go with a 
friend until you feel at ease. Remember, too, that 
since the tables are unfamiliar, you may miss shots 
at first. New situations feel uncomfortable at first, 
but this will usually subside with familiarity . You 
may even find the challenge very condusive to bet­
ter conce~tration. 

This also works in reverse. If you are more 
familiar with a 9' table, you should be able to ad­
just down to a 7' or 8' table with a different weight 
cue ball, without completely undermining your 
ability as a player. 

Keep in mind, you don't necessarily have to 
like playing on a table either larger or smaller than 
the ones with which you are most familiar, only 
flexible enough to be mentally able. 



FEATURING 

Venzke's. View from the bleachers 

By Bruce Venzke 
I 

Ego Trippers and Bridge "Tenders 
In just a few months, the premiere 14.1 

tournament in the world will take center 
stage in the pocket billiard world: the PPP A 
World Open. If you are fortunate enough to 
be on hand for that gathering of illustrious 
talent, you will also observe a large group of 
referees at work. This year, take note of the 
job they do ... with this discussion of 14.1 ' 
refereeing in mind. 

There ar~ (at least) five qualities of a 
general nature that a referee must possess. 
He must: 1) know the rules (don't laugh!); 
2) have excellent vision; 3) pe absolutely im­
partial; 4) have a reasonable knowledge of 
the finer 'points (pattern play, logical shot 
selection;"kisses;' colilbos, etc.); and 5) be ' " 
confident and courageous enough to make -
the calls he knows are correct. 

Do those points seem obvious? I'd agree 
that they are ... but you'd be amazed at the 
number of referees working who are painful­
ly deficient in one or more of those areas. 
(I'm not picking on , the PPPA here; this 
;[efers.-to ,all x:efs:) ~'; .-" ~.;. , '-, -

Then there are ten specific guidelines for 
refereeing 14.1 matches that should in my 
opinion be requisites for any referee's per­
formance. A referee should: 

1) Be certain tha~ the scorekeeper is 
prep~red properly; 

2) Be certain that all equipment is ill 
readiness prior to,the match (balls clean', 
decent chalk, triangle and extra lagging 
cue ball available, bridges available and­
secure, towels and powder on hand, table 
pencil-marked properly, spots in place, 
table clean and brushed, players' chairs in 
place, adequate playing room around the 
table.) ; 

3) Be sure players know the prevailing rules 
and length of the game; 

4) Control the crowd when necessary; 
5) Call the match in.a clear voice, using ap­

propriate volume; 
6) Position himself for critical calls without 

distrubing players; 
7) NEVER let his attention wander from the 

table and match; 
9) Call the balls as consistently as is human­

ly possible; 
10) NOT be "on stage;" the referee should 

command about as much attention as the 
average house cue in a billiard room. 

Points 1, 2 and 3 are easy to overlook. 
But the veteran referee ' knows that a few 
minutes of attention to these pre-matCh tasks 
can prevent serious problems after the 'ac­
tion begins. 

Points 4, 5 and 6 are judgment matters. 
Veteran refs have learned through either 
observation or experience how to handle 
themselves and situations that fall within 
these provinces. It helps greatly if the 
referee is not easily upset, can think on his 
feet, and has common sense to combine with 
ordinary concepts of competitive fair play. 

But my emphasis in this coluIl)n is. on 
points 7, 8, 9 and 10. And I'm lumping them 
together for a good reason: too many of the 
game's otherwise fine referees are deficient 
in those crucial areas. 

Why? Many reasons, I suppose. The 
reason that bugs the devil out of me is the 
Ego Trip. The Ego Trip Ref is usually not 
hard to recognize'. 

He , delights in being centerstage; he 
loves to show the spectating masses how 
knowledgable he is, how far ahead of the 
player's thinking he is, and how "tight" he is 
with the big-name players. It bugs me 
because I have this idea that he's out there to 
referee the "players"" match .... not put. on a 
show. 

I've seen fouls missed because a ref was 
eyeballing in the crowd; players unduly 
delayed because a ref had no idea the bridge 
was about to be needed (and in a few in­
stances, then didn't have one at the thble!); 
and I've witnessed countless players unnerv­
ed due to referees' showboating, particularly 
as to the calling of balls. 

The Ego Trip ref really goes wild calling 
balls. Early calls are the by-word, often 
before the player has taken even a glanc~ in 
the direction of the ball in question. How im- ' 
pressive it must be to the fans that the Ego 
Trip Ref knows so quickly what ball the 
champion will play next! !! , 

A sub-species is the Bridge Tender. He 
carries the bridge about, offering it 
repeatedly, regardless of whether the player 

/ wants it or not. This type of concentration­
breaking is probably worse than the ref who 
has no idea when the bridge is likely to be us-
ed! . 
- -t\nd of course, there's the Cheerleader. 

He s!Diles, nods, or by inflection indicates 
personal approval of certain shots by certain 
players. 

The fact is that none of it should be a part 
of a good referee's modus operandi. The tru­
ly professional referee calls the ball in the 
same rhythm on every shot; as soon as the 
player :;lddresses the cue ball in a shooting_ 
posture. Generally this results in a lag of bet­
ween V2 and 1 second (for recognition and 
verbalization to begin). There should be 'no 

deviation from ibis, unless and only if, the 
player has verbally called his shot to the 
referee prior to addressing jt (in effect in­
dicating that he prefers an early call on that 
particular shot). I don't care how "obvious" 
the shot is, or how "sure" the ref is; NO ear­
ly, off-rhythm calls should be volunteered by 
a referee. 

Some will argue that the referee can 
speed up a slow match in that manner. 
Players all have different rhythms, and 
should not be subject to a referee lousing up 

,their pacing and concentration with early 
calls. Truly too-slow players should be 
ordered to pick up the pace by direct instruc­
tion. The referee's shot-calling rhythm and 

, timing should remain the same; immediate­
ly upon the player's addressing the, shol in a 
shooting posture. Not before, not, after. 

The same guildeline applies to the 
bridge. The referee should have it handy and 
anticipate providing it promptly when asked 
for it. But he shouldn't use it as a crutch, 

·,.waving it around or leaning on it. And he 
-shouldn't offer it - only provide it im­
mediately upon request. 

In short, the good referee does not in any 
way, however subtle, influence what a 
player does or how a player plays (within the 
rules). He is not a part of the match; he's a 
part of the equipment. He should be as im­
passive and as impartial as the lights, table 
and chalk. 

Obviously, anyone who chooses to 
referee pocket billiard matches does enjoy 
the limelight a bit. That's not a disqualifying 
trait. There are a raft of fine referees who 
enjoy that limelight without assuming a role 
that would qualify them for an Actor's Guild 
membership. They're satisfied to be there 
doing a good job, with the PLAYERS having 
top billing . .And that's the way it should be. 

Refereeing is not real -easy, and it's not 
really all that Ipuch fun for most people. But 
it still has to be right; the world's finest 
players of the world's finest sport deserve 
nothing less than consistent, quality of­
ficiating. If they wanted hams, they'd get 
them at the meat market, right? 

By the way .. ... unless you get your NBN 
through my post office, you probably have 
this issue in time to send us your ideas for 
rules and/or rules change suggestions for the 
next BCA Rulebook. We welcome them. 
Please mail by April 30 to Bruce Venzke, 

, 17901 W. Rogers Drive, New Berlin, WI 53151. 

That's the way it looks this month here in 
the bleachers. Hope to talk at you again next 
month ... I'll save you a seat. 
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POCKETS 

Blevins Bi.ngos At Moon's 
CUYAHOGA FALLS, OH 

- Sixteen players from Ohio, 
Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia kicked off the' 2nd 
AnnUal Moon Mullins 9-Ball 
Tournament on Sunday, 
January 14th. Staged at Moon 
Mullins Family Pool Hall, the 
double-elimination race to -
nine event featured a prize 
fund of $1,000 cash plus other 
prizes. 

The tournament was com­
pleted in 12lh hours, ending 
at 1: 30 a.m. Monday morn­
ing. Winner of the meet was 
Donnie Blevins of Warren, 

Ohio who walked away with 
the 1st place money of $300 
plus a new Szamboti cue. 

Glen Knowles, last year's 
winner, finished out of the 
money. 

Second to Blevins was Leil 
Gay Jr. Leil picked up $200 
for his play. 3rd place, worth 
$175, went to Frank Zumo, 
4th place and $100 was taken 
by Mark Mario, 5th place and 
$75 went to Emil Glocar and 
the $50 . 6th . place prize was 
won by Paul -Ainsley. Ron 
Howard and Mike Ruffo tied 
for 7th and 8th, each winning 
clock radios. 

WPBA From Page 15 

Susan Gerberding who was 
awarded a new cue stick by 
Charlie Ursitti for placing 
first among the 18 con­
testants. Instructional books 
on pocket billiards, donated 
by the publishers, were won 

SUSAN GERBERDING 
Eyeing the winning shot 

by the next six amateur 
finishers and the finalists in 
the pro division. 

The amaetur eight-ball 
matches began the tourna­
ment at 10:00 (AM) Saturday 
morning and concluded at 
7: 00 (PM), followed by a free 
trick shot show by ·Billie Bill­
ing, WPBA president, Floria 

. Walker, tournament coor- , 
dina tor , and Loree-Jon 
Ogonowski, tournament 
hostess and youthful pro- · 
prietor of Loree-Jon' s 
Billiards. 

The first round in profes­
sional straight pool elimina­
tions began Saturday evening 
following the trick shot show 
and concluded the following 
day. Points toward qualify­
ing for the WPBA 1979 
Women's World Open were 
awarded to all pro players 
according to how well they 
placed in the tournament. 
There were eight pro entries. 
The Eastern States Pro-Am 
tournament represents only 
one of several similar WPBA 
sponsored tournaments in 
which women can acquire 
qualifying points for entry in­
to the annual women's world 
open. 



POOL PEOPLE '-) 

GENTLEMAN JIM'S 
By Earl Walker 

Crystc;rl Glasses and Peanut Shells 

Q. When did Gentleman Jims at 
State and Madison in Rockford 
first open? 
. A. It has a very interesting 

history. In 1927 it opened as a 
recreational facility. It's pro­
bably interesting to note, at that 
time 10,000 people walked 
through ·here. Bud Lundahl was 
the original owner, he devot~d 
his life to promoting pool. Later 
Harlow Ballard took over, I- think 
he did not realiz'e what running 
an operation this size could be. 
Then John Farkas took over. 

Q. What are Mr. Farkas' plans 
for State 'and Madison? 

A. John Farkas feels that he 
knows the ins and outs of pool. He 
has devised a format for develop­
ing a pool room. He preserves the 
old time atmosphere and creates 
a fun place for all. 

Q. I can see you are in the pro­
cess of remodeling. What are 
yourplans? 

A. The main room has the 
original equipmen.t, 1927 

. Brunswick tables, the antique 
overhead lights, the walls are 
still covered with framed piC­
tures and news clippings of the 
great players who 'have been 
here. We have added carpeting 
and hanging plants, but it's still 
in keeping with a deluxe type late 
1920's atmosphere. 

Q. What are the plans for the 
lunchroom? 

A. The lunch counter is in the 
original marble and the walls are 
marble, we are going to leave 
these and the mirrors, the lead 

glass windows and the . show 
cases. The tobacco shop in there 
has a humidor and we blend our 
and we blend our 

Q. When will the restaurant be 
finished? 

What do you think about Gentleman Jim's? 

BOB RUNDE 

"It's a moving 
place with lots 
of action." 

PAMELA MILLER 

"I like playing in 
the tournaments 
and the people 
are nice ." 

A. It will be done by July. It 
will be all antiques, the tables 
will all be different, even the food 
will be served on old plates. 
We've been going to auctions for 
old signs, harnesses, and 

anything in keepipg with that 
era. 

Q: What is the bar like? 
A. It's a peanut bar, you just 

throw the shells .on the floor and 
have a good ole time. We even 

SUE MICHAELSEN 

"I like it very 
much, excellent 
people, very 
courteous. They 
really go out of 
their way for 
the girls," 

--. 
( 

squeeze our oranges and 
grapefruit and serve our drinks 
in cry~tal glasses. 

Q. You have a ' bowling alley 
upstairs. What is that like? 

A. It was remodeled in 1976 and 
has Dura-plastic lanes. The 
decor ,is in keeping with the 
Gentleman Jim theme. 

Q. Is the basement going to be 
used only for tournaments? 

A. No, we are open 24 hours a 
day for business. A lot of the time 
you need re·servations. The base­
ment is ideal for tournaments, it 
has 12 tables and seating for forty 
spectators. It also has a bar and a 
cafeteria. ,... 

Q. Do you always wear 
tuxedos? 

A. All the personnel, do. It's in 
keeping with the Gentleman Jim 
image. 

Q. What are the plans for the 
future? 

A. We are in the process of 
developing a chain. We have one. 
open in Minneapolis which is 
possibly the highest volume room 
in the upper midwest. Three 
more are planned for the next 
year. All in all plans are in the 
works for thirteen more 
Gentleman Jims. 

JOHN PARRISH 

"I think it's great 
for younger people. 
It gives them a chance 
chance to observe 
the atmosphere. 
of the 1,930's·." 

APRIL, 1979/THE NATIONAL BILLIARD NEWS-19 



Profile of a 
ehampioD 

, 
ou may_have heard of her. She 

ha a record Billie Jean King 
would be proud of. Her trouble was 
that she. was lorty years ahead of 
her time, or fifteen years behind. -
Too late for the suffragettes; too 
early for the libbers. I'm talking 
about Ruth McGinnis, billiard 
player par excellance. 

Born in Honesdale, Pen­
nsylvania in 1910, she began play­
ing billiards at her father's com­
bination billiard room-barber shop 
at the age of seven, when most 
girls were nursing dolls, not chalk­
ing cues. Ralph Greenleaf, p'ro­
bably the greatest player this cen­
tury, came to watch her perform 
and quick to recognize a prodigy, 
asked her to appear with him at an 
exhibition before a men's club in 
-Scranton the following day. Little 
did he know then this perky 
youngster would beat him seven­
teen years later in. a match in New 
York City. · 

But who taught Ruth McGinnis 
the intricacies of pocket pool? Her 
father, you might assume. "Not 
so," disagrees sister Grace Van 
Duesen. "My father never played 
the game even though he owned a 
billiards parlor. Ruth just watched 
men and taught herself." 

A skeptic, having ~oiled 
fruitlessly at the game for over ten 
years (and still not playing a 
lick! ), I probed further. One lazy 
afternoon I picked the memory of 
Phil Longo, owner of Society Hill 
Billiards, 435 South Street in South 
Pennsylvania for the last 49 years, 
friend of pros, and an accomplish-

Robert Bosco is employed with 
the Philadelphia Board of Educa­
tion. This is his first contribution 
to The National Billiard News. 

ed poolshooter himself. "That's 
right," he reminisced. "She was a 
natural with a great southpaw 
stroke; hardly practiced. She only 

"shot when on tour or competing in 
tournaments. " 

Once while playing an exhibition 
with Phil's wife Mame, a top 
player herself, Ruth ran the first 
36 balls and scratched by pure 
chance, after breaking open the 
rack, a promise of 14 more balls. 
Mamesaw her chance and pro­
ceeded to run the next 55 balls in a 
row, a feat only slightly less 
astonishing than scoring back-to­
back holes-in-one. You won that 

20-THE NATIONAL ~ILLIARD NEW.S/APRIL, 1979 

one, right Mame? 
"Oh, I was just a novice," con­

fesses Mame, "She was one of the 
best. No woman played like her. 
She ran the next 64 balls after I 
missed! " 

"She could play with any man. 
In fact she was better than 99% of 
the men who played pool!" mused 
Phil while racking up the one 
millionth rack of his career. Even 
though she played the women's 
best, those fifty-five Mame sank 
stood as the most balls ever 
pocketed in a row against Ruth by 
a female. 

Men were another story. Ruth 

Ruth -McGinnis 

competed with the stalwarts of 
pocket billiards, crafty pros like 
Irwin Rudolf,- Irv Crane, Frank 
Taberski, George Kelley; along 
with Philadelphia's finest: Andy 
Ponzi, Willie Mosconi, Jimmy 
Carras, and the fabled Greenleaf. 

Though she played from 1917-
1954 her achievements were pass­
ed over lightly during her lifetime. 
At seven she could, while standing 
on a crate, make 25 in a row; by 22 
she had become the Women's Pro­
fessional Pocket Billiard Cham­
pion, and claimed that title for the 
next seven years. 
- Losing only eight of some 340 . 
games played against both male 
and female competition, the 
diminutive lefty could do 
astonishing things with a cue 
stick. She ran 85 on an archaic 5' x 
10' green tournament table which 
is only slightly smaller than a foot­
ball grid-iron. The 4%' x 9' tables 
found in today's "family'; billiard 
parlors were a breeze for Ruth. 
During one contest she whipped in 
128 consecutively, flitting around 
the table like a ballet dancer. That 
tallies more than nine racks of 
balls in a row! 
, Anyone who knows the dif­
ference between eight ball and 
rotation will tell you how hard it is 
to shoot out one rack, much less 
nine. Ruth probably walked over a 
mile during that incredible streak. 
It wasn't a one shot deal either. 
She ran over a hundred numerous 
times according to the Longos. 

Finally by 1948, and most likely 
past the apogee of her career, they 
could not hold Ruth down any 
longer. She broke the sex barrier 
in billiards, becoming the first 
woman to challenge for the N a­
tional Pocket Billiards Champion­
ship Title. Although she failed to 
finish with the top money winners 
she was at last acclaimed as one of 
the games finest performers. 

Continued Next Month 
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April 30-May 3 
Afternoon & Evening Matches 

Featuring Exhibitions by 

$1 0,000 
MINNESOTA FATS 

& MIGHTY GLOVE 

FINALS 
WILL BE HELD BEFORE A CAPTIVE AUDIENCE 

ATTHE 

PRIZE MONE'y 

1 st $3,000 2nd $1,800 
3rd $1,000 4th $800 

5 & 6th $600 
7 & 8th $500 9-12th $300 

ENTRY FEE: $200 
FIELD LIMITED TO 32 PLAYERS 

ALL PROCEEDS TO 

MEMPHIS CHARITIES 

Cook Convention Center 
Memphis, Tennessee 

See the best in Pool 

battle for the prize! 

Hubbart, Sigel 

Hall, Mizerak etc. 

NINE BALL (11 out of 21) 
• All Entries must be paid by APRIL 30,1979,6 p.m. 

There will be NO EXCEPTIONS! 

• PLAYERS' MEETING and BANQUET 
APRIL 30,1979 at 6 p.m. 

FOR INFORMATION CALL OR WRITE: 

8-BALL AMUSEMENT 
1803 Winchester, Memphis, Tennessee 38116 

Phone (901) 346-9288 or 332-5398 
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