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PABST and GANDY 

Puhka Sez: 

WE HA VE NO WISH TO BE HUMBLE, 

WE WANT TO CREATE A GREAT FUSS, 
WE WAN T TO SHOUT, NOT MUMBLE, . 

Happy Anniversary to Us. 

$6.00 PER YEAR 

Sponsor College Championships 

• 

MILWAUKEE, WISCON- held at the UW-M Union on 
SIN ... The University of Wis- March 24, 25 and 26. Four 
consin-Milwaukee has been brand new Gandy Big G 
selected aSf the site for the Pocket Billiard Tables are 
1916 Pabst-ACU-I National being shipped in specially for 
Intercollegiate B-illiard the event. The Gandy Tables 
Championship. 'Th'e louma- _ - and bleachers for 500 
ment is cond.ucted by the .: spectators will be set up in the 
Association of College Wisconsin Room East and 
UnionS-International 1n West on the second ' floor of . 
cooperation with tbe Pabst the Union. 
Brewing Company -01 Mil
waukee l\ is.consin. 

The wurnamem to select a 
national-men's and a nalio:nal 
women's champion. :wiU be 

Participants in the Pabst 
lntercoUeg.1ate are selected 
through local and regional 

_ tourn.a,ments , held ~ , the 

ACU-I throughout the 
country. 
Over 5,500 players will be 
competing in regional 

. qualifying tournaments this 
year. Each year - the two 
champions are invited to play 
in the U.S. Open Pocket 
Billiards Tournament. The 
1975 intercoflegiate 
champions were Bob Jewett 
from , t e University of 
California-Berkeley and 
Debra Weiner from Northern 
Dlinois University. 

Tbi8 is tbe third yeat' that 

the Pabst Brewing Company 
has been associated with the 
ACU-I in sponsorship of the 
national billiards 
tournament. In addition to 
providing the ACU-I support 
for the national tournament, 

' Pabst will provide the two 
winners with traveling 
trophies which W\ll go to their 
respective schools. The 
participants in; the three-day 
tournament . will play 14.1 

' continuous, generally called 
. straight pool. In the Men's 

Division, play is to 100 points 

and in the Wome.n's it is SO. 
Gandy Pocket BUllard -

Tables have been used in 53 of 
the last 86 Wor ld 
Tournaments and mOlt 
recently at the Burlington, 
Iowa , $25,000 9-Ball 
Tournament. The Gandy Big 
G Table is widely recognized 
as the Rolls Royce of the 
industry . Gandy tables, 
carefully built for both 
quality and consistency, are 
manufactured in Macon, 
Georgia by Gandy Industries, 
a privately owned company. 
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LATE NEWS 

• KIM GANDY NEW CHIEF OF BCA. 

• MIKE SIGEL WINS AT TAMPA. 

• ALLAN GILBERT WINS 3 CUSHION IN 
CALIFORNIA. 

• JIM REMPE WINS NINE BALL CONTEST 
AT MIKE ASCH EASTERN TOURNEY. 
ALL THE DETAILS IN OUR NEXTISSUE 4 
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By JAY HELFERT 

In the aftermath 'of 
Burlington there have been 
several interesting 
developments. And rather 
than dwell on what transpired 
in Iowa, I prefer to discuss 
our future. 

But for a moment I wUl 
backtrack. Burlington was a 
turning point, of this there is 
no doubt. For the first time, 
the tournament itself took ' 
precedence over the action 
surrounding it. The 
atmosphere at the auditorium 
was unmistakable. The 
spectators loved the players, 
the game (nine-ball) and 
each other. For me the 
question of whether people 
would turn out for a nine ball 
tournament was answered" 
forever. They not only 
showed up ; they stayed to the 
end and more important, 
loved every minute. 

Behind the scenes was the 
, other story. The original 

promoters were a raid the 
players would not show and 
tliis feeling' affected their 
prepara tion. Consequently, 
the actual running of . the 
'event was left to a handful of 
volunteers. Without the 
efforts of Bill Stigall, Conrad 
Burkman, Earl Walker, Ray " 
Abrams and his son Mike, 
Dotty Breit, and a few local 

. people, this tournament -
would not have happened at 
all. ' 

What .was gained by these 
efforts was the realization 
that all the ingredients for a 
successful tournament were 
available within the Billiard 
community. The problem is 
one of organization. 

Now the good news. We are 
getting organized. A new 
Pocket Billiard association is 
being formed. Even in its 
infancy, it holds more 
promise ,for the future than 
any other group. . \ 

What we propose is a short 
tour across the Mid-west of 
weekly nine ball 
tournaments. It is an . 
opportunity to take our game 
to the public and see how it is 
accepted. We plan extensive 
publicity and coverage from 
all the media. Before people 
are going to corne out to see 
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BURTON 
SP 1\I~ 

"The Cue MakJlr's Cue Maker" 

Custom Cues and Repairs 

3724 W. ivision 
(313) 525·4155 

Chicago, Illinois 60651 

Dealer Inquiries Invited 

By BOB MULLEN 
/ Co-Publisher 

Happy New Year and best wishes to all of you and all of 
us ..... This is the start of our third year of publishing The 
National Billiard News since taking over. the reins from the 
late Earl Newby's estate. 'Since no one will blow our horn but 
us, let me go over some of our progress since the begin~ng. 

the National Billiard News is justly proud of the fact that 
they laughed when we sat down to play but we have made a 
success out of our publication. We have the same staff that we 
started with' Ray Abrams, Larry Miller, Cqnrad Burkman, 
Bruce Venzke and Palmer Byrd and old "Bull Shots". In the 
interim we have added great billiard photography by Lee 
Boyar, Ed Laube and Frank 'Sailor' Stellman, interviews by 
Earl Amond Walker, articles by Del Thiessen, Johnny 
Holiday, and trick shots by.Jimmy Caras as well as instruction 
tips by Willie Mosconl. The NBN takes pride in the fact that 
Walter Tevis has' "oeen a'nd will continue to be one of our 
contributors. In the three cushion and no pocket games we can 
boast of contributions by Carl Conlon, Dick Helmstetter and 
Clement Trainor. All of these are regular contributors and 
they are supplemented by some of the thinking billiard buffs 
from all over the world. 

Speaking of the Snooker World we are also proud of our 
expansion into that area with the cooperation of "Snooker 
Canada". We have, -offered our pages to anyone wishing to 
expound their theories on any of the billiard games and any of 
the newsworthy comments that they wish to make concerning 
the future and the progress of the 'game'. ' 

We have made every effort to be fair with all' of our 
criticisms and our treatm~nt of everyone involved and 
sometimes succeeded ..... sometimes not. ... but all the while I 
believe that it was interesting. How else could we have had a 
growth of 450 percent in just two years? Happy New Year to us 
and may we all remain amateur journalists just as we began . 
We'resolve to make the NBN more interesting as time goes by; 
resolve to tell it like it is and ho~ we thinJt it could be; and we 
resolve to keep on carfug .... 

I believe that we can be proud of the first full color in a 
billiard newspaper. The front' pag~ picture of . the BJg G 
(Gandy's) in that lonely setting of the Burlington Tournament 
was a work of art that had to be full color and that is how it was 

' presented. I think that the January"front page symbolizes part 
" of the fascination that the " game" has for everyone involved. 

News--from out there ..... Tom Kollins signed up as house 
pro at the Lansing Michigan Hall of Fame BUliard Room. Nice 
to see Torn back in the beehive again and doing his thing. Torn 
is a great teacher of the game and the players in the Lansing 

Continued on Page 12 

~ TAKE A LOOK AT 
THE WINNING LINE. 

Send for 
this 
FREE 
Full-color 
Brochure 
You can see, 

, all new line of 
I custom·made cues 

by sending th is coup)n to : 
Viking Cue Mfg. In<. 

Department IN 
- 2710Sy_Road 

MadKon, WI 53713 

Address 

Cit~ 

Slale Zip 
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GEORGE 
, 

BALABUSHKA 
By GEORGE COLEMAN 

On December 5. i975, at the 
age of sixty-three, our go"od 
friend George Balabushka 
had a sudden- heart attack 
and is now gone. We will miss 
hi{Il dearly. 

To the children on the blo<;k 
he was the generous man who 
would buy them treats at the 
local soda fountain. To the 
neighbor, George was the 
thoughtful guy. To his wife 
Josephine and sons Gregory 
and, George, he was a 
husband and father that gave 
his deep love, loyalty and-
-devotion. . 

But to the professional 
pocket billi~;ds player he was 
the Stradivarius craft builder 
of the cue stick. George 
Balabushka was a man that 
had a magic touch. He 
possessed a gift in his hands 
that could not be passed onto 
another. Because we are slow 
to recognize talent it is only 
now that he is nolonger wifh 
us that we realize the artistry 
he captured in his little 
workshop behind his house. 

George was born in Russia 
and at the age of twelve 
immigrated to America with . was noted only for his 
his fainilY. He soon found his expertise in cue making. He 
way to the Pete Judas pooJ was an above average , pool 
parlor on Fulton street in player who patterned himself 
Brooklyn. Here he developed after Frank Taberski the 
a love for th~ ga~e that master of safety play." 
would remain with him George in his meticulous, 
throughout his life. His friend perfected way always wore 
Harry Coleman spent many his cue apron when he played 
hours with him at the ~ to keep the chalk dust off his 
Ovington Cue Lounge. In clothing. It was impossible 
Harry's own words , "Most for George to keep. a cue of his 
people believed that George own. Someone would see him 

play and make an offer for his custom cues to nis friends. 
stick that he couldn't refuse. Before that job, as a young 
Those are the lucky guys who boy he worked in a lumber 
own a Balabushka stick yard lbr the Shapiro family. 
because they happened to be Here he developed a feel and 
around at the right time. an appreciation for wood in 

Creating custom ,cues the raw. He learned about 
started as · a hobby for quality , seasoning , hard 
George. For several years he 'woods, fibers and his hands 
worked for the Educational .. became sensitive for the 
Equipment Company as a toilch of the wo~d. Most 
machine foreman where he people never . knew that 
began making and giving George also built accordians, 

THE.·MASTER CUE MAKER POSES WITH THE GAME'S MASTER PLAYERS 
- : -~ .• ' (Wt to:right) Steve Mizerak, Pete Margo and Ray Martin . 

. .... \ .-
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but his first 10 e was the cue 
stick. 

His interest in the, game 
attracted - him into a 
partnership in a billiard hall 
with the Brooklyn champ 
Frank McGown. But his 
reputation as a master 
builder of cue sticks ha.d 
mushroomed from coast to 
c.oast and he returned to fill 
long standing orders of two 
and three years. 

Yes, George helped in his 
quiet personal way in 
furthering the ·game of · 
billiards. The noted names of 
pocket billiards :' Mosconi, 
Mizerak, Margo, Rempe , . 
Balukas, Hopkins and Byrd 
all use his stick. Many who ' 
never hit the tournament trail ' 
are privileged to own a 
Balabushka cue, to name a 
few : John Ringling North of 
circus fame, Peier Fal 
Phil Spector the disc jockey, 
lawyers, bankers and pool 
room buffs all over the' world 
now realize 'the top-notch cue 

. they possess . George 
Balabushka never became a 
rich man from his craft, but 
he made many people 
millionaires through the 
sticks he gave or sold to them. 
So Balabushka cue owners, 
where ever you are., your cue 
is a treasure because there 
aren't many around. 

To gentle George, a tiger at 
the table, we toll a thousand 
thanks for your tremendous 
talent and time consuming 
thoroughness and our tribute 
to you is the title "First Place 
Cue Champion." 
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Venzke's 
View from 

the 
Bleachers\ 
By BRUCE VENZKE 
j 

It is my distinct pleasure fo~ be starting my third year of 
plodding around the bleachers for the National Billiard News. 
The first two have gone by the' boards with an almost 
astonishing swiftness, and not withoula few internal miscues, 
scratches, and protests ·to add some excitement to our ' 
coexistence. " " 

But there has also been pleasure in being a part of the 
NBN family, and during the course of filing over 60 columns 
and articles for publication, I've come to realize that the rapid 
growth and improvement of the new NBN over its first three 
years is no accident. 

The publishers and editors of this paper have worked very 
hard, ana continue to do so; they deserve credit. Folks like 
Bob Mullen, the 01' Bull Shooter, Ray Abrams, Cowboy 
Burkman, Larry Miller, Palmer Byrd ... a lew of. those who 
want to help this game of billiards prosper. I'm privileged to 
be asked to help. 

+++++ 

EAVESDROPPING IN TIlE BLEACHERS DEPARTMENT 

I heard 'em say it : 

Palmer Byrd,when asked how she felt a'?9ut losim~ to the 
16-year old Jean Balukas: "Not nearly as bad as when I lost to 
her when she was 11. " 

I 
Minnesota Fats, asked what he did with all the super-big 

money he says be won : " I spent it on The Girls ... not fast 
women, but slow girls , so I could catch 'em." 

Pete Margo; comparing himself to Lou Butera : "If be's 
Machine Gun Butera, I'm Water Pistol Pete.' .' 

Chattes "Cue Ball" Kelly, about the crazy things in pool 
he's seen over the years: " I can tell you stories today , true : 
ones , that if you'd tell them back to me tomorrow, I'd never 
believe you." , 

Cowboy Burkman, answering a question about the 
toughest part of being head U.S._Open referee: "Trying to be 
sure my leader guide dog stays out of the player's way." 

Lou Butera, after waking up and looking at himself in the 
mirror : "I'm just too pretty to be a pool player." " 

Luther Lassiter, when. asked if! he was married : 
"Married? And play pool??" 

Don Willis, discussing Minnesota Fats ' -sometime wild 
stories about his (Fatty's ) pool exploits : <lThe Fat Man could 
pass a lie detector test telling those tales ; he 's told them so 
many times he actually believes them himself now." 

• 
Lou Butera . telling how messy the effenvescent Marshall 

Boyar is when he eats: "Marshall gets stains all over his shirt 
when he eats a dry hot dog bun ." 

Continued on Page 15, 

A True Custom Cue 

JOSS CU'es ·West 
Box 35069 , ' 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74135 

Phone (918) 663-6222 " 

HANDMADE by Bill Stroud . . -. 

. 

. . 

Results of Two 
From 'Hi-Cue:'-

ELIZABETH, NJ - The Hi
Cue Metro 3-Cushion club met 
January 3rd at Mike Asch's 
place and the 10 player round
robin me~ t saw Vince 
Sbarbati take down $75 for 1st 

PI-ace . Marvin Waldman 
finished 2nd for $50, Dick 
Sikorski' earned $25 for 3rd, 
and Milt Goldring won $25 for · . 
4th. 

Other entrants in this 
contest, one of a number of 
regular ones held by Mike, 
were Harry Green, Brian 
Asch, Joe LaPointe, Lee 
Bonime, Frank Emma, and 
Dave Hirsch. 

+++ 
Later .in the week the Hi

Cue' , Qualifier was held 
(January &-11) . and the U.S. 
Open berth went to winner 

Pat Fleming, who defeated 
Ray Martin in the final 
match. , Fleming had been 
undefeated until Martin came 
from the loser's side to force 
a play-off game. 

Martin finished 2nd in the 
four day event, Jack Cola vita 
c~tne 10 3rd and had the high 
run of the tournament, 104 
and out · against 4th place 
fipisher Gip Salerno. 

.! CLASSIFIED ADS 
Madison model Brunswick 
with ivory inlay in leg, 4112x9, 

• 1112 slate. Available in 
snooker or pool, with cloth, 
best offer, mint condition Box 

.' 31076, National Billiard News. 

5xlO used Br~nswick Gold 
Crown, Carom 'and Snooker 
Rails and Castings, offwhite 
panels, good condition, avail· 
able with equipment. I $450 
FOB Berl<1ey , Mich. Q
Master, 329} Twelve Mile 
Rd., Ber~ley, M ich . 

Brad Scuffer, all metal $2.50 
each, 6 for $13~ 50 ... Shaft 

A 'Smoothie", fine abrasive 
that will not damage shafts of 
the most expensive cues, 
$1.00 each, ~ for $5.50. Puhka 
Products, 3297 Twelve Mile 
Rd., Berkley, Mich. 48072 

Anniversary and Centennial 
model Carom and Snooker 
.Tables (2), Gandy 4x8 Big-G 
Pocket Model with scorers in 
"rail $600.00, Antique Br<ass 
lamps in groups of three, $100 
'Set, 4 Brunswick Display Cue ~ 
Racks (each holding 60 cues 
with rotating .spindles) 
Antique Brunswick Drawer 

Posters of the 'Hustler' Cue holder (with 12 drawers 
characters, Paul Newman as excellent condition) Box 
Fast Eddie and Jackie 31707, National Billiard News. 
Gle-ason as Minnesota Fats, ' _________ _ 
approx. 2 ft. by 3 ft .. $2 each. 

.. Both for $3 .50 plus 60 cents 
postage. Check or -money 
order with order. Puhka 
Products, 3~97 Twelve Mile 
Rd ., Berkley, Mich. 48072 

Complete library of billiard 
books from 1830. Biblio
graphy upon request. Would 
prefer to sell all (60 books), 
Box 31791 , National Billiard 
News. 

Pool Ball Dress-'sport shirts, 
trevilla material, Beige, Pale 
Green, Pale Blue and Coral. 
S--M-L-XL. $19 I includes 
mailing Box 17631, National 
Billiard News, 3297 12 Mile 
Rd., Berkley, Mich. 48072 

Antique style pool table legs, 
replicas of popular, Union 
League, Mission and Queen 
Anne. One set or quantity 
pricing . Any and all 
component parts used in the 
manufacture of antique style 
pool tables. Contact Box 
667890, National Billiard 
News, 3297 12 Mile Rd., 
Berkley, Mich. 48072 

5xl0 Carom Table (Gandy) 
PracticalJy new, with equip
ment. Contact Ken Smith, 
5943 Highland Rd ., Pontiac, 
Mich. 48054 
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View 
By' P~MER BYRD 

, ) 

When I mention to anyone that I play pool. they' inevitably 
ask me if I've ever played "that little girl from ~rooklyn". 
And I say, "Yes". The next question is "Have you e,ver beaten 
her?" And I say, "I got 73 points against her one time back in 
1972 ... " , '" 

No I have never beaten Jean. Not many girls have. It s 
not that she doesn't have bad days, because I've seen her "out
of-stroke" several times. Jean wins tournaments when she's 
"out-of-stroke" .-So what is it that sets Jean Balukas apart 
from the rest of us; that en,ables her to-.stack victory upon 
victory , winning virtually every women's title?? 

It's- true that Ms. Balukas plays more consistently than 
most of the other girls. I(there is a loose ball out anywhere on 
the table with a path to a pocket, you can generally put your 
money on Jean to fire it in. Her position play has improved 
tremendously in the last few years, but the strength of her runs 
lies in her ability to 'make shots most players would rarely 
attempt! ' 

Jean Balukas has plenty of what the players call "heart",' 
which is very difficult to define. It's more than just a love for 
the game, or a fierce com'petitiveness. It's the ability to run 26-
and-out in front of the crowd and tlie T. V. cameras in the finals 
of the 1973 U.S. Open, when her opponent only needed three 
balls t(j win. That's heart. Just like when she appeared on "To 
Tell the Truth". Gary Moore admitte'd that during rehearsal 
she missed a coup"le, of shots, but when the ligh~ went up, Jean 
hit every shot center pocket. 

Now, everyone argues about how much practice time JeB;" 
spends getting in shape for ' these tournaments . ...m I know IS 
that no one with the kind of tan she had last summer plays all 
day every (lay. My guess is that she slacks off like tbe rest of us, 
during the offseason, and plays a 'couple of hours a day before 
a big tournament. I've been to tournaments where Ms. B .. ~as 
obviously not stroking at the outset, but was able to fmlsh 
strong. Naturally , she has the great advantage of instilling 
fear in the rest of us ~ustby virtue of her past record. Jean can 
'bury lambs and champions alike. _ ' 

,It's no secret that safety play is her biggest weakness . 
However, when you are ahead 30 or 40 balls in a wO,men's 75-
point match , and pocketing everything in sight, you don 't have 

, to worry too much about playjng safeties ! It has been my 
experience that the referee says "Prepare to lag", and the 
next thing I know he 's saying "Miss Balukas playing for two". 
Ws over that quickly. Very rarely do an~ of Balukas' match~s 
come down to the wire, and by that bme, the opponent IS 
feeling the added pressure' of the possipility of ,beating .the 
reigning U.S. Open Champ. It is n~t easy to beat a cha.mplo~. ' 

It 's not easy to be a champion eIther, as any champIOn wIll 
tell you. But J. B. is so consistentl~ a winner that most , 

. tournament promoters could probably have their first place 
trophy engraved ahead of time if Jean says she's coming. The 
rest of us are usually fighting it out for second place, and 2nd 
through 6th is a cinch to ~ a toss-up. . , . . 

In my opinion, the success that Jean Balukas IS enJoymg IS 
through a rare combination of skill, determination, talent, 
agressiveness, confidence and an inpenetrable psyche. ~he 
can seemingly pocket ball~ under the best and worst playmg 
conditions, doesn't let minor things upset her, and plays her 
game 99 percent of the time. " " 

B"t Jean Balukas is more than_ an emotionless .ball-:-

" , . ,Continued on Page 'IS 
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Olla Tops 
In T.V. 
Billiards 

-
By BRUCE VENZKE 

Chuck OUa of Milwaukee, 
representing Capitol 
Billiards, defeated Bob Bldot 
of West Allis ort January 3rd 
to capture the title of 
"Championship lUlllards," 
the weekly television show
tournament on Milwaukee's 
WITI-TV6 (ABC), 

011 a emerged as the 
-champion of the 16-man 
invitational field with a 29-23 
victory over Bidot, who 
represen.ted i West Allls 
Billiards, 'in a match that 
started with a 12-12 tie after 
one inning of play: But Bidot, 
shooting first in the second 
inning ( each inning is 2 
minutes, with a maximum 
possible score of 15), lost 
control of the cue ball and 
scratched, netting only 5 
points . In his half of the 2nd 
inning, Olla cautiously 
plucked 11 before jawing one. 
for a miss. B\,1t that put him 
ahead 23-17 - even if Bidot 
got the full 15 in the final 
frame , all Olla would need 
would be a 10 to clinFh the 

, victory . 

However , Bidot couldn't 
keep the cue ball under 
control again, and scratching 
on the very fast table held 
him to only a 6 count, and a 
total of 23. So needing 'only 1 
to win, Olla almost too 
carefully rolled in the 
winning balls, but did post a 6 
to win it, 29-23. 

The winner , averaged 12.2 
balls per inning ( out of a 
possible 15), and his efforts 

, netted him $300.0,9, a huge 
trophy complimimts of the 
Billiard Congress of 
Wisconsin, and a fine $130 ' 
custom cue from McDermott 
Cue Manufacturing of 
Menomonee Falls. 

Bidot, in addition to his 
$200.00 cash prize , also 
received a , $50 -cue from 
McD~mott, as did all the , 
other 14 contestants in the 
tournament. Prize money: 
pro,vided "by' Aqua-Spray 
Billiard Supply and the 

. participating members of the 
BCW .' follows: 

\ 

1. Chuck Olla .. : .. . . . . . $300 , 
2. Bob Bidot ........... $200 
3. Willie Munson . ... . .. $125 
4. Luis Rodriguez . . . . .. $125 ' 
5. Kevin Drover . .. ..... $75 
6. Pat Vincent . . t . ... . . . $75 
7. George Brunt .. , .. . ... $75 

" 8. Mart, <;:herney ... . ... $75 
9. George Pawelski . ... . $25 

10. Ranc;ly'Bergeron , ..... $25 
11. Gil Flores .... .. ... ,' .. $25 
12. Vern Covington ..... . $25 
13. Don Harmon .. . ..... . $25 
14. Dan McCann ...... • .. $.25 
15. Bill Fausel . .... ...... $.25 
1 ' Bit1.Str:@9dl ~"~;) ';'$" i}~2p 

Pa'ge 5 

Wisconsin Bi/Hard ... 

Congress Sched.u/es Meet 

By BRUCE VENZKE 

The 1976 Billiard Congress 
of Wisconsin state 14.1 
championships will again be 
held in conjunction with the 
Milwaukee Sentinel Sports, 
Trave,l and Boat Show at the 
plush MECCA complex 
March 12-21, BCW President 
Bill Finney has announced. 

For the 7th consecutive 
y'ear , the BCW and tqe 
Sentinel Sports Show will co
sponsor the tournaments in 4 

- divisions: Juniors, Women, 
Men's Class A, and , Pro 

' Invitational. Cash prizes of 
$1,500. , numerous 
merchandise awards , and 
trophies await the - winners. 
There · will be 16 players in 
each division; fifteen as 
representatives ofBCW 
billiard rooms, • qualified in 
preliminary tournaments , 
along with eligible defending 
champions from 1975. I 

Finney also announced that 
,J~e Schardt, Mr. Billiards in 
Milwaukee, has agreed to 
return to direct the 

. , 
tournaments for another 
year, making it his 7th 
consecutive year at the helm. 
And for the 3rd year, \ Aqua
Spray Billlard Supply will 
supply the 4%. by 9 tables for 
the competition. 

In addition, Finney 
acknowledged that the BCW 
has reached agreement in 
principle with 'ABC affiliate 

, WITI-TV 6 in Milwaukee to 
co-sponsor a third season of 
"Championship Billiards", 
the ' weekly half-hour 
television toUrnament 'that 
concluded its second run on 
January 3rd. 

The new tournament, to 
premier February 28, will be 
eight weeks in length, half 
that of its two predecessors, 
and will feature eight invited 
players shooting for $625 in 
cash , as well as merchandise 
and trophies. Starting in 1977, 

/ one 16-week program per 
year is planned, to run during 
TV's " second season ," 
January through April. 

THR EE G~NERATIONS 
OF CUE MAKERS * 

STAR CUE Mfg. 

STA R 
PE RFORMANCE 

Finest Custom Cues 
\ 

Designed and Hand Ma de 
By A. Rich 

428 Jefferson Avenue 
(Off 5th Street) 

PHON E '(305) 673·1133 MIAMI BEACH) FLORIDA 33139 

, Billiard 

~ Cloth, 
• Balls 
·\Cues 

THE HENRY W. T. MALI & CO., INC. 
257 PARK AVENUE SOUTH. NEW YO~IC. N.Y. IOOH) 

(212) 4~'60 
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TRICK 
SHOT 
o/the 

MONTH 

By JIMMY CARAS 
Five Time World Champion 

Member Brunswick Staff of Champions 

JUMP SHOT OUT OF THE TRIANGLE 
PLACE OBJECT BALL AGAINST INSIDE OF THE 

TRIANG LE. (PLASTIC OR IVORY TRI-ANGLE 
PREFERRED TO WOOD. WOOD IS TOO THICK) -
- ELEVATE BUTT OF THE CUE AND HIT THE CUE 

BALL WITH HIGH CENTER ENGLISH USING HARD 
STROKE, AIMING OBJECT BALL FOR THE " CORNER 
POCKET. . 

THE CUE BALL WILL JUMP, STRIKING TIlE 
OBJECT BALL AND FORCING IT TO JUMP OUT OF THE 
TRIANGLE INTO THE CORNER PQCKET. 
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Houston " " 
Association 
Enjoys 

Success 
"An outstanding success!" 

"When's the next' one?" 
"Super change of pace!" 

<I 'We've got it togeth~r!" 
These were some of the many 
comments by members 
following Sh~nin O'Hagan's 
HPBA tournament December 
6, 1975 at LeCue in the 
Village. All of the ingredients 
for a successful tournament 
were present - great 
trophies, coffee courtesy of 
LeCue, playing time included 
in tournament fee, £ree lunch 
for player members, and 
enthusiastic player attitude. 

All of this was , topped off 
with another fanfastic :-Class 
A finals match, this time 
between Jimmy, DeGeorge 

_ and John Guffey. Guffey held 

Hassen, Lawson To:ps " 
In 2 Missouri Tourneys 

Raytown, Mo. - In the first 
of two tournaments recently 
held at Don Brink's Raywwn 
Recreation, Steve Hassell 
took down the $100 first prize 
plus a trophy in the call shot 
division. Tino Candillo 
finished second, good for a 
check of $70. Rick Thompson 

- of St. Joe, Mo. was third and 
Bill Frizzell was fourth. Doug 
Brink, who is 16 years old, 
won high run honors with 48 
balls. 

Other entrants were Larry 
.Quinn, Aro Harvey, Dave 

. Proskie, Jim Shields, Dick 
Robertson, Joe Cope anet 
George Reitz . 

The 9-ball divisiori 
produced, a very tight ,finish 
with Bill Lawson downing 
Bruce Bellington in the one 
hole after coming through the 

loser's bracket and needing a 
double victory for the first 
prize of $160. Bellington 
received $100 f9r secol\d and 
Larry Quinn took third good 
for $60. 

Other entrants were Jeff 
Williams, Lewis Sullivan, Joe 
Buffa, Dick 'Robertson, Doug 
Brink, Steve Hassell, Joe 
Cope, Clint Henderson, Jim 

_Shields , Mike Bryant, Jim. 
Pippes, Bill Frizzell and Mike 
Geraghty. 

Most of the talent was local, 
however, Lawson is known 
throughout the country as a 
tough competitor and has 
handed defeats to some of the 
top players at 9-ball. 
Bellington is a young coming 
player who recently returned 
from Burlington, finishing in 
the money. 

the lead at first, then - ,..-------------------.. 
CALCULAGRAPH RATE CHANGE SERVICE 

$60 and up 
DeGeorge rallied to tie it up 
at 10-10, but Guffey won the 
last game and the "A" Flight. 
Bernard Chang and Leigh 
Howlett engaged in a mao" 
rathon battie for "S" Flight 
honors . With the score tied at 
10~1O, Howlett prevailed and" 
won the match. Trophies 
were given to the first four 
places in the winning side, 
and a gold scuffer was given 
to the consola tion winner. 

Results of the . tournament 
are as follows: 

Class A 
, ~st , . , .... ....... John Guffey 
~d- .. . . : .. Jimmy DeGeorge 
3rd ....... .... ..... Bill Heath 
4th . ... .. .- .... .. ... . Billy Lee 
Consltn . . ... . .. Larry Morris 

Class B 
1st . .. .. . ... ... Leigh Howlett 
2nd .. . . ~ .. ... Bernard Chang 
3rd .... . ....... -. .. John Potts 
4th ...... . , ... John Muraglia 
Consltn .. . . .... Bill McQueen 

SUBSEQUENT " 
TOUR-NAMENTS - ,/ 

~DEFINITE! 
February 28, 1976 

,Flighted 14:1 - Mel Doty. 
. March 6, 1976 - Scratch 
14:1 - Dick Black -

April 10, 1976 - Flighted 
Nine Ball - Joe Pauza 

It appears there is more 
demand for tournaments than 
originally anticip'ated' 
therefore, the demand fo~ 
sponsors has increased. Any , 

. member interested in being a 
sponsor-directot of an HPBA 

\ tournament should contact 
John Eagle at his office (521-
0471) or home (498-7138). 

WE BUY 
Use(J Pool Tables & 

Foosball Machines 
-or-

Billiard Factories 
Going .Out of Business 

Write to: 
Golden Cue Billiard Supply 

Further I nformation contact: 

TERRY STONIER 
Join~ Cue Billiard 
2375 Fruitridge Road -
Sacramento, CA 95822 
1-916-456-2284 

************************************* 

, C·R~K HI.Ng 
Beware I ThiS may improve your game! Ring ahd 2 
pieces of chal k only $1.95. Buy one for a fr'iend, 
too. Drie size fits-all! Send payment with your 
order . .. delivery time one week. 

1365 E. Magnolia St. Paul, Minn. 55106 

, *******~**************************~ 

Imported Finished 

-SLATE 
--e-

. , 
Ivory Cue Points 

FEATHERSTRIPS 
--e--

EosleroSlale 
! 151 Highland Ave. (P.O. Box 84) 

Somerville, Mass. 02145 

{201) 753-6450 P.O. Box 53 
~_5 ________________ ~~ ____ ~"~ ____ ~ __ '_FE.s_(~,"~~~K~ill~ee~n~T~e;x~a"s~7~~;~_~;4=~~~~.< 

(617) 62'5-2500 , 

---

-~~ -
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• 
By Earl Arnond Walker 

When YOU are fourteen years Old, you and your dad go to the 
luxurious Commodore in New York . The occasion is a straight 
pool extravaganza, with the opponents addressing the arena in 
all their glorious splendor, wearing tuxedos and playing with 
the greatest of abilities known only to the likes of Luther 
Lassiter, Irving Crane and Joe Balsis. Well , if you like pool you 
just, caught the bug, and you want to be there too and wit~ the 
help of a father who wants you to play and helps you in the 
small but important ways, you are Pete Margo : 

1971 Runner up 9 Ball World Championship 
1972 Star Dust Open Straight Pool ,Champion 
1973 World Series Pocket Billiard Champion 
1975 New Jersey State 9-Ball Champion 
1975 GQld Crown National Champion ' 
1975 Runner up U ,So Masters 
1975 Runner up U.S. Open 
Pete is 29, married to a very pretty player from Chicago,' 

named Joan , they and their three children make their home in 
Staten Island. New York . 

When you talk to people about Pete Margo , the first thing 
they say is "he sure is an excellent dresser" and the second 
thing they say is "Wow! is he outspoken';. Maybe he is, but if 
you listento him, what he has to say is all for the betterment of 
the game of billiards. He wants reform and he says it loud 
enough and often enough for people to hear. I like his ideas, but 
that is just, my opinion. . 

When you get to know Pete, you find out he believes in horo
scopes, witchcraft and vitamin pills. He told me that contrary 
to ' popular opinion, black 'cats are -lucky and white cats, are 
certainly !lot lucky.-at all . He owns a blue gray cat, because 
they are the luckf~st. When his first blue gray cat died (riot 
lucky-for the cat) he immediately got another one. When he is 
playing in a tournament, if tbings are not going the greatest he ' 
changes clothes right down to different socks a~d shoes. 
During the 1975 U.S. Open things were going so good that the 
snappy dresser wore the same leisure suit for six days. 

Pete is also a sports enthusiast, he says he is hooked 'on golf 
forever, because it is the out-of-doors equivalent to pool He 
also likes baseball and basketball. He even wanted to plaJ' 
basketball professionally, but was- disappointed, because he 
never reached six feet in height. He's also a great fight fan and 
relishes the pleasure of Mohammad Ali being a friend of his. 

Now I'm not,geing to say Pete is an old flick movie nut, but if 
you want information on Humphrey Bogart, Clark Gable, 
Carol Lombard, Errol Flynn, Mae West or a movie made 
before 1950,just ask him, he can probably give you a-complete 
biography on anyone, who was ever anyone in "the good ole 
days " . 

When Pete is serious he naturally talks about pOol and pool 
players. He told me about idolizing players like Lassiter and 
Crane. He said his greatest victory was beating Joe Balsis two 
games, one by running 101 and out to win the Stardust Open. 
He said the greatest part ofthe victory was finding out his gods 
were human too and with the same failings. He ,said, that it 

- was sad that now that money is finally getting into the game, 
that it is too late for the older players. After talking about the 
older players, he naturally talked about the younger, Mark 

Continued on Page 11 

DANNY JANES 

m 

' JO~S ._C~ES 
< 

ARYLA D 

del'Lane - Towson, Maryland 21204 
(301) 821-0064 

" ' 

· 'Sneak Prevlew-1986 
By BRUCE VENZKE 

Did you ever wonder what the 
U.S . Open might be like in 
~ight or ten years? We did, 
and asked our preview 
reporter to gaze into his " 
crystal ball. Here's the view : 

, 
The 20th Annual U.S. Open 

is about to begin. 

Though it's 1986, this will be . 
the 20th Open; some of you 
may recall that the 1976 
edition of the showcase event 
was cancelled when-' the 
WPBA protested the SeA 
rule prohibiting. topless and
or bottomless attire in 
competition, and the men 
players heartily endorsed the 
WPBA posture, walking out 
in firm support of them. (Said 
the men : We'd like to see the 
gtrls prove~ their point: that 
they don't have to wear a 
!Iress to prove they're 
women.") But enough about 
1976. 

The site for this 1986 
extra vaganza may be new to 
some of you : the Grand 
Ballroom of the Sheraton
Chicago hotel. Also equipped 
for closed circuit overflow 
are the meeting rooms on the 
5th, 6th, 9th, loth and 11th 
floors . 

The 7-day . tournament is 
preceded- by 16 days of ' 
electrical work to set up 
"Broadway Joe" Balsis' 
closed circuit network over 8 
floors of the hotel. Since Joe 
premiered in '75, igniting his 
meteoric screen career, a bit 
of coaxing has been needed to 
lure pim back to Chicago _ 
from his Hollywood estate. 
But though he's hung up his 
talc and file in lieu of 
tinseltown ' s theatrical 
trappings, he doesn't forget 

.: that he got his start at the 
Qalcony mike on closed 
circUit way back in '75 at the 

Open. So he r eturns each 
year. 

The 124 male players are in 
a mild tiff because the 
Sheraton's player 's r ate for a 
single room was raised $5.00 
from the $95.00 per day of last 
year to $100.00 for this year . 
As always, though, they 're 
better off than the general 
public guests, who get no 
discount at all, and will pay 
the full ra te of $101.50 per 
day: 

The field of men should 
h~ve been 128 players, but 
there was trouble with the 
last four qualifiers , held in 
Tangiers, Canal Zone , 
Mozambique and Wayne , 
Michigan. In all cases 
(except Wayne) the players 
found out after paying their 
$600.00 entry fees that the 
$100.00 first prize and $45.20 
second pr ize were not 

Continued on Page 10 
1 

LATE NEWS FLASHES! 
\ 

-Louie Roberts Wins Orlando 9-Ball 
\~ " 

• Thorburn ~<;>'d by Fred Davis in 
~ -

"Benson & Hedges Masters 
\ 

cfl;(a'tie '~ go[de~ 4ue 
Sanctioned Major Qualifier 

1976 DCA Chicago Open 
February; 28-29 Sat. & Sun. 

Two Days Only 
GUARANTEED '170000 PRIZE FUND 

Plus Entry to u.s. Open \ . . 
Entry Fee: '85.00 

Double Elimination - 125 Points 

·lst Place" '1000 plus entry U.S. Open 

.. 

, !. -

2nd Place - '30000 3rd Place - '20000 4th Place - '10000 
- ~ 

• High Run In Money '50 ·High R}ln Out of Money '50 
" 

T oumamen t will be played on Brunswick Gold Crowns 
, , 

\ Admission $2.00 per Session . . 
For Entries and Information - Contact' Nick Page after 6 P.M. 

Marie's Golden Cue 3241 Montr:ose Avenue 
312-478-2555 3342 Milwaukee Avenue 
31 2~85-2929 Chicago, lllinois 

~ Tournament to be held at 3342 Milwaukee Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60641 
.. &a .... ~~=-~~ .......................... ~ ~·-~~_~_~- __ ~ ___ ~ ___ -w-__ ~~~~ .... __ ....... ~NR~~~ __ ~ ____ .. -J~· 
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SNOOKER CANADA \ Martin. Tops in K.C. OP~IJ 
By TERRY HADDOCK 

Cliff Thorburn won the Canadian Snooker Championship 
in ottawa ior the second year in a -row, defeating Bill 
Werbeniuk, the runner,-up in a upset match of 11 games to two. 

The North American title challenge match between Cliff 
Thorburn and North American champ Bill Werbeniuk will 
take place in Toronto on February 21 & 22, 1976 and will be 
further televised on the CTV network throughout Canada 
during the summer of 1976. ' 

Tickets for this event will be on sale for $10.00 each and 
cover both full days of play, or phone Mr. Terry Haddock, 7310 
Woodbine Ave., Markham, Ont. 495-0511 or 1872 Kennedy Rd., 
Scarborough, Ont. 293-2401 : . , 

The dates for the World Snooker Tournament are April 11-
24, 1976 with Jhe top 24 players in the world, meeting for the 
finals in Manchester, England from about April 18-24, 1976. 
,Cliff Thorburn< and Bill Werbeniuk are the two professionals 
from Canada. 

Cliff Thorburn. will also- be attending the Benson & 
Hedges and the Laddbrooks International ~ournament in 
January in England. 

other events happening in snooker: 
Bill Werbeniuk, is now a successful bltsinessman with the 

Billiard Room in Winnipeg, Manitoba and iS,currently opening 
his second establishment in the same area. 

Cliff Thorburn has just recently opened a beautiful new 
room in Toronto, Onto and is also working as the manager 
during the daytime. Since the C.N.E. Tournament, Thorburn 
has had three more perfect games of 147 making a total of 11. 
<World 's record) and nearly having two perfect games back to 
back after running a perfect game of 15 reds, 15 blacks and 
then the yellow, green and brown for a total of 281 points 

THE FINALISTS: (left to right) Bill McClelland, Harry Freemyer, Walfer Martin, 
George Ashby, Bill Hawkins and Harry Schaller. 

without missing. _ . 
The new business has put Cliff in a frame of mind that has 

improved his stroke to the point where he can hardly miss. 
Rex Williams, World Champion Bllllards PlaYer w~s in 

Canada on business and did an exhibition for Cliff at the new 
room with a great crowd of people Watching Rex play billiards 
for over a half hour without missing. 

Bill Werbeniuk took the plunge of marriage to a ni:ce little 
lady from Paris, France. We all 'wish Bill a happy marriage. 

The International Snook~r League, of which there are nine 
Countries now represented, will be meeting in Bermuda the 
first week in March for ' their annual tournament. The 
defending champs are the Miller-Cheevers group from the . 
Excentric Snooker Club, London, England. This league was 
formed three years ago by Jim Hausman and Connie 
Falkiewicz of the New York Athletic Club and the Snooker 
Canadian representatives Terry Hadd.9ck and Rick Horgan. 

other events: . 
Top players th~ughout Canada such as John Sklazeski 

have been playing around the Toronto area and have headed 
west on business. 

Stan Holden of Manchester England is now residing in 
Brockville, Onto and probably is giving all the snooker players 
a rough time in that area. 

Doug MacDonald and his group from Broken Ct\e Billiards 
are to be congratulated on the fine job they did running the 
Canadian Tournament in Ottawa, also .promoting snQQker in 
generaL ', , 

And we wish to thank Mike Holebuck from the World of 
Billiards for sponsoring the event. The World of Billiards 
tables will be used for the North American Tournament that 
will be sanctioned by Snooker Canada . 

We just received confirmation from the sports director at 
the C.N.E that the 1976 Tournament will be held with $10,000.00 
prize money for this event. ' . _ 

Hoping this will help you ,to help us tQ pt<;>mote snooker and 
we hope to see you in February in Toronto. 

INTRODUCING 

{( «.w; Ii 25 

MEUCCI ORIGINALS 

With the score tied at 27" 
going to 40 points, Waltel." -
Martin scored 3, 3. and 7 and 
out in almost consecutive 
innings over Bill Hawkins in a 
playoff game after both had 
tied for fint place in the 
Kansas City Open. The win 
added 10 points to Martin's 16 
ABA points to cinch the 
eighth spot for the Classic to 
be held at the Cushion on' Cue, 
OaK Park, Mich., Feb. 14, 15, 
1976. 

In the finals, Hawkins lost 
_ his only game of the event to 

Martin 40 to 31. -Martin's only 
loss of the tournament was in 
the finals also and that game 
to George 'Ashby 40 to 39. 
. The field of 15 was divided 

into 3 flites. In Flite A. Bill 
Hawkins qualified for the 
finals handily, having only 
one ' closecaU from Bob 

. , McCulley of Lawrence. Ks., 
30 to 28. Harry Freemyer was 
2nd losing only to the 
"Hawk". 

In Flite B, Martin ,had a one 
point win over Arvo Lane, 
winning the other games by 
14, 15 ~nd 'l:1 points. Harry 
Schaller lost only to Martin 
and moved to the finals. 

Flite C was loaded with 
talent. And each of them 
killed Al Baker (who drew the 
flites) about that face. Don 
Brink, who could have 
qualified for the Classic with 
either a first or second place, 
had three tough losses by 1, 3, 
and 4 poin,ts. George Ashby 

CVES MADE BY and Bill McClelland 
80B MEUee. advanced to the finals with 
CUSTOM MADE CUES ARE NOW identical 3-1 records. Ernie 

AVAILABLE IN MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE ' Presto played well but lost 
-INSIST ON THE FlNEST- two games by 3 and 6 points . 

. , CALl. or WRITE In his worst loss, Don Brink 

MEUee. ORI·G·.MAL. had the tournament hi-run of 
8 to defeat Ernie 30-18. Song 

WINNER Martin ~nd runner-up Hawkins with the 
final chart. '\ 

In the , finals, . Harry 
Schaller after a loss to 
Mattin, could have tied for 
first with a win over Hawkins, 
but lost the game by 6 points . 
George Ashby was in 
contention also losing only to 

POOL 
TABLE 
SALE 

Hawkins and Sctialler. The 
last game of the finals had 
Martin and Hawkins playing 
each other with a close score 
until the last fifteen poiBts, 
and 'this led to the playoff 
game. 

1672 GETWELL Kim of Kansas City defeated AND THE LEGS ARE SET 
MEMPHIS, TENN. 38111 . Don and Ernie but could not TO LEAN IN YOUR FAVOR, , 

, . t', ' (901),"7,43-892:" «' '," ,' 1' :_."'" i, ~ ",,' ', gA~gQl·p.C1ag"i ... C!t 'thl> J"'x ,dt;o"-l!, : • ;\,~ '< '~0";: .;.;::0;' ~ ~,".; "-~;'". '" :: ., ~ .. " .~>,., , ,1> "~'" • (.f' ••••• ",. ",if ;., , ,,',"" ' {H ~ /. , ' , ., · •.• '.ii'l., ... '" e» ~ • .., ... ~ ."" .. ____________ .... ______ ~ __ .w------.... ____ . .. ~ ......... ~ 

-
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Beilfuss, Charette-1-2 in Grand Ra id·s 

By Gary McManus 

Grand Rapids, MI-Grand 
Rapids was treated to a top 
flight V .S. Open QuaWier, 
over the New Year weekend. 
The Crystal Cue, the top 
tournament room· in western 
Michigan, put on the Grand 
Rapids, V.S. Open Qualifier. 
A new type of {ormat witll a 
round robin was used to get 
down to the final four players 
in a sud~en-death play-off~ 

It started out with twenty 
. four shooters with a round

robin draw into four flights of 
six players , the top two 
players in each flight going 
into a semi-final round-robin 
with two flights of four 
players. The local champ, 
Mark Beilfuss, along with 
Nick Varner went through 
their flights without a loss. 
Varner had a high run of 70 in 
his very first game. Beilfuss 
a nd Varoer looked like 
favorites to go all the way into 
the finals. The other two 
flights were very close and 
Tom Kolliris, from Pennsyl
vania and Wendell Wek from 
Chicago, Ill. came out of their 
flights in good position, and 
both were looking strong for 
top honors . An interesting 
note for the local spectators 
was that Weir was using a cue 
with a 16mm,shaft. To their 
surprise it seemed to put the 
balls in. -

There were several close 
races to advance into the 
semi-finals. Bob Cozzolino 
and Paul Hartman went into 
the next flight with gOQd 
records in the first round. 
Tom Spencer and Dave 
Charette both had very close 
races and advanced by ball 
count within 10 balls. Spencer 
squeaked by LeOh Ledford 
and Charette advanced over 
Wally Schmitt. 

The local spectators at the 
Crystal Cue saw some of the 
best pool that has been played 
in this area in some time. 
This was the first U.S. Open 
Qualifier ever held in the 
Grand Rapids area. 

The second round with two 
flights of four players had 
some of the best matches. 
Spencer, Varner , Cozzolino, 
Weir in the first flight ~ 
Kollins, Hartman, Charette, 
Beilfuss in the second. Nick 
Varner showed he was top 
class by going through this 
flight without a loss beating 
Spencer 125-53; Weir 125-109; 
and then having the best 
single game of the tourna
ment with a two inning match 
with Cozzolino with a high run 
of 125 and out. _ 

The second was also a close 
match, with Dave Charette of 
Novi, Mich. going through 
undefeated with wins over 
Kollins 125-55; Hartman 125-
74; Beilfuss 125-68. Beilfuss, 
the 15 year old National ir. 
Champ for ttte past two years, . 

... "' .. "" _~ •. ;, .,' .~,,.,,~, ""'-._1",. ¥ ..... .,.. 

DAVE CHARETIE MARK BEILFUSS GARY MC MANUS 
Pho to courtesy Crystal <;:ue 

and also ninth place finisher to 150· points. Varner was 
in the 1975 U.S. Open, had a matched with the 15-year-old 
pressure game with Kollins, champ , Beilfuss , in one 
with the winner advancing to game, and Charette against 
the final round, and with Weir in the other. Varner, 
steady play had a good game who hadn't lost a match, and 
and came out on top 125-72. Beilfuss treated the 

Then the format changed spectators· to an excellent 
with the top four players match, with 12 innings of 
playing sudden-death games scratches and safties on one 

rack. The game was -close 
lmtit Beilfuss took oft on a 32 
ball run and moved into the 
lead which he held onto. The 
second match was a 
squeaker. Charette came 
through with a win 150-145. 
Several ,good presspre runs 
near the end of the match, 
while Weir was on 145 and an 

excellent safety at 139, left 
Weir a chance to play safe but 
he left a tough side pocket cut 
which Charette made and 
.then ran out. 
. This set-up a final match 

with Charette and the local . 
favorite, Mark Beilfuss. This 

Continued on Page 13 
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GUEST EDITORIAL 
By D. SILVA FAHKS 

Each year I receive, from either the pages of The Billiard 
News or the mailman , dozens ' of announcements of 
tournaments that urge me to send in my entry fee for an 
upcoming tournament of one kind or another . 

These cover the whole spectrum from local, l~ay nine
ball tournaments at $25 entry fee" to' 2Fday, three-division 
'extravaganzas at $350-plus to get in. Strangely enough, 
however these tournaments almost invariably have 
somethi~g in common with each other (beyond the obvious , 
points ), That's what prompts me to be banging on this 
typewriter now. , 

The common denominator usually is that the entry blank, 
flyer, advertisement, or announcement simply doesn't even 
deal with half the questions I wan* answered before I would 
send a check and enter the tournament. 

, In discussin'g this with many players over the .~ast few 
years, I've found that I'm not alone in this respect. Most 
agreed that they found the pre-tourriament information 
lacking. A common question : why should players all over the 
country have to make long distance calls to find out what the 
tournament director could easily have put on his 8% by 11 
announcement-entry blank in the first place? ? 

It's doubly hard to understand when you realize that a 
_ complete and comprehensive listing of . tourna.me.nt 

information will also encourage players to enter more readIly 
an<;l quickly. And certainly that's the promoter's main 
objective. ' ," 

I've put together a check list of items that should really be 
on any entry blank-announcementfor a t ournament that seeks 
to draw out-of-town players . (For ,local tournaments, the 
obviously unnecessary points can be easily omitted.) I hope 
those of you who are or will be promoting tournaments can use 
it as a reference ; hopefully, to everybody's advantage. ' 
1. Daie(s ) of tournament. (Also time that play will S~!t each ' 

day of the competition.) 
2. Format. (Number of players in the field , length of 

ma tches ; for nineball , who breaks, foul rules, if games will 
be refereed, definition of good hit, etC. ) 

3. Prizes. (Money, trophies, and other ; total by position, if 
guaranteed, if cash or check. ) 

4. Entry fee. (How much, who arid where to send it, date 
entries will close, how it'll be confirmed.). 

. Players meeting: (Time, place, wheth.er mandatory.)' 
6. Equipment. (Size' and type of tables, type of CUshions, 

hafts and cloth. ) 
7. Dl'ess requirements. ' (Advise as appropriate.) 
8. BCAcard required? (AdviSe as appropriate.) 
9. People in charge. (Who should player report to upon , 

arrival, or in case of problems en route?) 
10. Motels. hotels. (Locations; rates, phone numbers ; also any 

other info that would help'a player in getting to, staying at, 
or leaving your location.) , 
These ten points are the minimum information that most 

players would want to know about before entering a 
tournament. There may be other facts you 'd want them to 
know, such as where to park near the tourney site, if you '11 be 
providing , free passes, ' meals, special motel rates, or 
whatever. If so, add the information .. it can only help. ' 

But, first and foremost. cover the ten basic areas of 
concern Usted above. You' 1 be doing yourself, your 
tournament, and all. the prospective players a big favor; the 
results should be an easier and smoother tournament for 
everybody. ' " 

'-
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Leisu re-American 
Big Red Coin-Op 

$295.00 'each 
Write to : 

330 E. Avenue 0 
' Killeen, Texas 76541 

CUSTOM 
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Paul Huebler 
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Instruction Pamphlet, '100 
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U.S. Open Preview 
Continued from Page 7 

guaranteed, b~t were based 
on a full field of 256 players, 
so they pulled out en masse. 
Since those tour naments 
were scheduled to run the 
night before the Open started, 
even Mike Asch was unable to 
put together four sub~titute 
tournaments in time. So the 
Open field will be short. 

In the case of Wayne, 
Michigan, the problem was 
not a monetary one exactly, 
but rather an inability on the 
part of the promoters to get 
any competent referees to 
work. The promoters - 'had 
flatly refused to provide each 
ref with three free sport coats 
in different shades of red, so 
the usual referees that work 
the Detroit area tournaments 
boycotted. 

Of course, that clothes pro
blem was minor compared 
to the controversy that has 
swirled about for the last 11 
years regarding the women's 
attire. Some of you old timers 
may recall 1975 when the BCA 
"settled" the question - of a 
suitable women's dress code 
" once and for all " by 
bringing _in a fashion 
consultant from the old Sears, 
Roebuck and Company (since 
defunct). And a coordinated 
effort ' was made to settle it. 

However, it was ~omewhat 
less than a totally .successful 
sohition; and as mentioned, 
the '76 event fell victim of the 
passions aroused by the 
issue. A shaky truce was 
made after that, enabling the 
'77 Open to be held, but the 
entire matter has been 

festering essentially unsolved 
ever since . . 

The next crisis on the 
question came in '81 when .the 
WPBA put the dress issue 
back on the table as a part of 
a package deal along with the 
demand that the 6:00 a.m. 
starting time for the women's 
matches be eliminated. 

Said the WPB A in a 
prepared statemenL at the 
time : "The WPBA 
strenuously objects to the 
6:00 a.m. starting time for 
our wr ekday matches. The 
men don't have to play until 
8:00 a.m., and we feel that 
this const itutes unfair 
discrimination. Therefore, 
unless this policy is changed, 

r Donna Ries will refuse to play 
in a sweater and ho~ pants at 
any of her future Open 
appearances. " 

The entire matter 
eventually went to binding 
arbitration . BCA heard 
Demanda Galsrights (first 
woman BCA president) failed 
in her efforts to convince the 
male m'ajority of the BeA, 
who were not about to 
jeopardize any appearances 
of Donna Ries. 

The fact finder-arbitrator, 
a Wayne State University 
professor of arboric4lture, 
finally ruled that : (1) free ice 

,water was indeed appropriate 
at each player's table ; 
(2) three trips to the lavatory 
per hour was understandable 
and permissible ; and (3) if 
the Open winner posed for 
any picture with eIther his 
cue or the trophy held over 

• 

his head, he would forfeit' the 
$12,000 first prize money. He 
would also lose his free enfry ., 
into the $200,000.00 World 9-
Ball tournament the following 
year. 

Somewha t strangely, I 
thought, Professor Duckishue 
neglected to touch upon either 
clothing standards or star ting 
times. But his decision was 
binding; so not withQut some 
bewilderment both parties 
went ahead with the '81 Open. 

It was back in 1983 that the 
men's division jumped from 
the 73 players tha t -had 
competed since 1978 to a 
seemingly more logical 128. 

This was accomplished 
when· Joe Farhat and Mike 
Asch each went to . a 
schedule of 52 weekend 
qualifiers per year , plus a 
special Thanksgiving Turkey 
Shoot tour ney, open to 
turkeys only. 

Thus they provided 106 
players . Along with the 
defending champ, .... college 

,champ , junior champ, 
Japanese champ, German 
champ , M~xican ch~mp , 
Australian champ, Canadian 
champ , Northern South 
American champ, and 
Southern North African 
champ, this totalled 116 of the 
128 needed. So the BCA had to 
sell only 12 more of their 
standard qualifiers at the 
regular $3,000.00 sanction fee . 
. These went quickly to Ray , 
Abrams for his Tournament
a-Month Promotion, and the 

I 

Continued on Page 11 . 
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tHE 'INCOMPARABLE PALMER LIN·E OF , . 

CUSTOM CUES ~ 
Unsurpassed In 

*QUALITY *CRAFTSMANSHIP *PERFORMANC~ 

r: 
-CHECK THESE 10 BIG REASONS WHY 

• PERFECT BALANCE • ~IDE PRICE RANGE; $46.95 
• SPECIALLY TREATED PRO f TO $224.95 

TAPER SHAFTS ~.." . UNLIMITED CHOICE IN 
• FULL PERSONALIZATION DESIGN • 
• HAND FITTED JOINT • PEARL INLAYS 

\; . SCREW-ON FERRULES • EXCLUSIVE FULL 7·DAY 
• HAND WRAPPED BUTTS MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

Palmer, master cue maker with over 25 years I!xperience, 
also features 're-clesigning, customiZing and repairing of old, cues 
at moderate cost. 

FREE COLOR BROCHURE ON THE FINEST CUSTqM CUES AVAILABLE 

PALMER CUSTOM CUES ARE AVAILABLE THRO~GH BETTER 
BILLIARD ROOMS AND SUPPLY HOUSES NATIONWIDE. 

-ALSO AVAILABLE·FUL~ UNE OF QUA~ITYBILLIARD SUPPLlES
SEND FOR BROCHURES TODAY! 

----------------~ Send to: ~ I 
, Name •••••• . ••••. . . ~ . • •..•• • •• • .... • •. • :" I 

Address . •. ... • .. • .. . . . ' . • . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . I 
' City ...•.. . .. •. . . . • . _ . .. . .. '.1. ,: •• • . •• ; .. I 

' •• . Zip ••. .. · • . . " I 
I '" 

. Palmer Billiard. COrpo~ation ' 
Dept. BN -
37 Westfield Avenue . 
Elizabeth , New Jersey 07208 .. , 
Telephone k~ (201) 2894555, 2 89.4t57 
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Preview ---1986 
C'Ontinued fr'Om Page 10 

larger 128-man field was a 
reality. ' 

And so·it's now 1986, and all 
seems to be going fairly well 
as the virtual army of players 
starts battling for the $12,500 
first prize. The billiard 
manufacturing industry did · ~ 
just over $1 billion in sales 
last year ('85), so the future 
of the U.S. Open looks bright 
indeed. 

The only c9ncerns of ' the 
male players seem to be that 
they might draw a day's last 
scheduled match, 2:00 a.m., 
and then also a first match of 
the next day, 6:00 a.m. 

Won't happen," assured 
,tournament director -Bob 
Froeschte. "We've reserved 
the 6:00 a.m. round for the 
women." 

The only other worry is the 
new shorter length game that 
will be played to ensure that 

the 300-plus matches can be 
completed in the 7 days 
allowed. 

"We've given if much 
thought," said the BCA, "and 
decided to stick with the 
standard two tables of 
competition." (Two tables 
were eliminated in '78 as an 
economy move, ybu probably 
recall.) 

"Howeve.,r, as insurance, 
we'll play IS-point games 
instead of. the grueling 25-
pointers of th'e last few 
years." 

So everything is -running 
smoothly as usual, and by 
week's end this supreme test 
of the world's finest 14.1 
players will be over for 1986. 
Watch our next issue for the 
results. 

And that's our U.S. Open 
preview report for 1986. 

Earl Meets The Elite 
C'Ontinued fr'Om Page 7 . - -

Beilfuss saying that "the kid" makes ·a good impression, and 
always rises to the occasion, that he is definitely an up and 
coming player. 

Straight pool is Pete's favorite game, because you use all 
fifteen balls, which allows you to use your imagination, and 
thinking abilities . AlthQugh he does enjoy 9-ball because of the 
skill reQ!lired he feels Qnce ·the r?ck,is broken the nine b?lls 
determine your shootirig pattern. Straight pool is also the 
predominant game in the E::ast, a lot of that is due to good 
competition . Champions, such as - Ray "Martin, Mizerak, 
Hopkins, and Cola vita all hail from the E~st . Pete says , "the 
players from the East use center ball and leave the fancy stuff 
(english) for the' mid-west". 
Another deep subject for .Pete is life . He feels you don 't 

appreciate the first twenty years, because you tare just too 
young to know what is going on, ISO you are left . with thirty 
years , because after fifty you start to slo~ down physically. He 

. feels there is always another experience around the corner, he 
wants to do everything and live life to its fullest even if he has 
to live forever . 

.Besides being a successf~l pool player, Peter Margo has 
been successful with his Golden Cue pool room at Staten 
Island. (It glistens with 20 Gold Crown Brunswick.·tables). He 
encourages players and promotes ' pool. He.. also welcomes 
ladies into his establishment. He also TIPS BEGINNERS with 
"you have to practice, you can't beat someone who practices 
eight hours a day, if you have only played an hour a day". 

Sign qf Qualify 
.\ 

McDERMOTT 
Cu~ Mfg., Inc. 

WE, TRY HARDER BECAUSE 
WE'RE NOT EVEN No.2 

. YET! 
Send for FREE Brochure o! the Finest Hitting. 9uali.tV Cues to:; . 

McDermotf Cue Mfg., Inc: 
. W186 N7137 Marcy R'Oad 

l'y1enominee FaUs, Wis. 53051 

. 8'ru nt .Fi rst 
" 

In . Claude's 9-8'all 
"-

By Earl Amond Walker 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin-
Twenty-four Wisconsin 9-
ballers chalked up on 
Saturday, December 13 at Al 
and Arty Berry's "Claudes on 
Hampton" here for their 
second Nineball Coin . 
Operated Open. 

The two day event was 
scheduled to promote interest ' 
in bar tournaments and thus 
relieved the house of $1,000 in 
prize money. Al Berry added 
$175 in cash to the entry fee, 
to reach that figure and is 
commended , for his 
enthusiasm in doing so. 

Four six man brackets 
were played in the round 
robin preliminaries on 
Saturday, with the first two 
finishers advancing to an 
eight man round robin ' on 
Sunday for the finals. -

Bracket "A" belonged to 
Milwaukee"' s ·,"MR. 
BILLIARDS", Al Miller a,S he ! 
romped through with a clean 

- 5.0 slate. (He was the only 
man ' to play the prelims 
without losing a match). He 
didn't even have close calls 
with Jim Fitzpatl."ick, 

' Madison, and Bill Cress, 
former State Champion-also 
of Madison, who tied for 
second. In the play offs 
Fitzpatrick took the required 

_Lamar playing hard, 

4 Ol!t of 7 leaving Cress with 
only tw.o games and out of the 
tournament. ' 

"B" was the cliff hanger 
as Eddie Mathis, '73 and '75 
State Champ and Ti~ 
Mlachnik, West Allis, both 
emerged with four wins and 
only one loss. Having been 
victorious over the likes of 
Tad Covington, former State 
Champ and U.S. - Open 
Qualifier, Chuck OIla, 
Milwaukee and Louis 
Rodriguez, New Berlin, both 
tough nineballers went into 
the finals. 

In bracket "C" George 
Brunt of Hampton Heights 
breezed to the front, winning 
four matches handily against 
one squeaker of 'a loss (8-7:) to 
Pat Vincent of Milwaukee. 
But there was a two-way tie 
for the second spot in "C" 
between Randy i:.amar, 
Madison and Pat Vincent, 
former amateur State Champ 

/ and 1975 runner up for the 
Wiscopsin Sport Show. -

captured Vincent in the race 
to get the best out of seven in 
the playoff. 

Bracket "0" produced 
defending Champion Willie 
Munson, who lost only to 
Mark Wilson, Madison (5-8 ) 
and another tie for ' second 
with Mal Beu, Green Bay 
slaughtering the '74 and '75 
State Amateur Champ Jerry 
Jamieson 4-1 in the playoff. 

The Sunday session 11 of 
21- finals got underway with 
<{eorge Brunt scor1ng 
victories over Jim 
Fitzpatrick (11-9) , Al Miller 
(11-8) , Tim Mlachnik (11-3), 
Mal Beu (11-5), and Randy La 
Mar (11-6). Brunt lost to 
Willie Munson (11-9) and had 
a second squeaker loss to Ed 
Mathis (11-10), none the less 
his first place victory was 
assured. -

Not so was the case for 
second, as the round robin 
continued, .it became 
apparen~ that there was a five ' 
way tie, with Jim Fitzpatrick, 
Al Miller, Tim Mlachnik, 
Willie Munson and Ed Mathis 

Continued 'On Page 15 

CENTRODYNE'S·cdc-712 
Billiard & Bowling-
Control Systems 

Time 
Bowling 
is Coming 

~ 

of Age 

• Maxim ize your revenues. 
• Complei e control. 
• The average bowler wastes 25% of his bowling 

time, - _ 
• The custom~r & ~owne{ can both save money, , 

Billiard 
Proprietors! 

I ncrease. your 
revenues by 
at least 20% 

or more 
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This revolutionary new, low-cost, solid-state computer. 
• Eliminates problems and performs like (I. perfect 

employee. 
• It operates in full view of the cashier and the customer 

and renders its totals in units of five cents. 
• A remote table light control so that it is not possible 

to run on the table lights unless the computer is 
operating. Th is perm its no practice time, free play 
or favouri tism. 

• ~aster totalizer which may be read and reset on ly 
by the' proprietor. 

, For Further Informatio,:, Contact: 

. centrodyne corp. of america 
FOREST ROAD. H,ANCOCK, N,H. 03449 • TEL: (603) 525-6666 

IN CANADA: 

~ cemrodvne corp. 
9145 CHARLES-DE-LATOUR • SUITE 4 • MONTREAL, QUE. H4N 1M3. TEL: (514) 381-9308 
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BULL SHOTS , 

Continued from Page 2 
, 

area will be benefiting from all of pis teachings in the "prep" 
school of the green rectangle. In New .York the Cattrano 
Family is active again in the billiard room business after 
suffering some terrible setbacks since closing the original 
JACY'S Billiard Academy. It is good to see the.traditionalists 
survive when all around us are what used to be billiard rooms 
but are really pin ball arcades with a few toy tabies scattered 
around the room. This will mean that Jimmy Cattrano will be 
able to unsheath his longtime silent cue and again claim his 
place as one of the best of the three cushion shooters, 
anywhere. 

Just got back from a trip in the snow to Toronto, the city of 
300 billiard rooms and players to match. We visited Al 
Sallinger of Dufferin Cue Co. and saw' his one of a kind snooker 
cue line. Imagine a cue with an 11 mm tip and shaft that stays / 
straight. Mr. Sallinger exports cues all over the world and the ' 
snooker-type shooters eat them up. You must see them to 
believe them. . 

, While trudging through the snow in the busy city of 
Toronto we came upon these gigantic letters pD the side of a 
building spelling out the name of the Canadian Snooker 
Champion. Cliff Thorburn. Inside was a busy (all tables going) 
13 table billiard room with 10 large snooker taples (6 x 12) and 
3 small (5 x 10). Excellent lighting and fully carPeted. Typical 
of Canadian billiard growth. 

, QUESTIONS OF THE MONTH: 
Is it true that the "Black French Tip" is underwritten by 

the NAACP? 
Is it true that the "Black Fre{lch Tip" originated in the 

Black Hole of Calcutta and was o~iginally brought into this 
country by a former Bengal Lancer caught cheating at the 
Regimental Billiard Table? . 

Is it true that the "Black French _Tip" is made from the 
fermented skin of busted dope pushers imprisoned in Mexican 
jails? 

If all this is true, then there must be a "Black French 
Tip". If not, then it is all adream' with Paul Gerni and .. Bruce 
Christopher playing the leading roles. 

Dorothy Wise, many times ladies pocket billiard 
champion has left the post with that pool table company and 
will spend her time , as professional consultant to the new 
owners of the gigantic billiard room going into San Jose, Calif. 
Dorothy tells us that she was getting stagnant working in the 
mines and is eager to get Iback into competition. The First 
Lady of Pocket Billiards will return and the game will .be 
better off for it. 

All the billiard manufacturers seem to be pulling in the ' 
seams because of slumping sales and the economy. It seems 
that whenever this happens the biggest immediately let the 
professional players go before anyone else. They forget that I 

the "player" is the future of the game: 
What if we had TV commerCials about pool players 

instead of bored housewives and insipid male bean eaters? 
Can't you see Jim Rempe taking a'few shots 'and then smiling 
into the camera telling the audience that he uses Brut? .iI 
always use Brut because it makes the entire pool room smell 
bett~r . " And besides, it's the only cologne approved by the 
BCA Tournament Committee to go with our matched leisure 
suits ." f 

. Steve Mizerak could be the repsesentative for Breck 
ShampoQ. Those golden locks ain't whay they used to be but 
what ever is left is very important to the great "M". 

How about a weight reduction plan touted by Pete 
Margo? .. ... Think about some yourself and give us s,ome new . 
ideas .... . 

Don't forget the month of February will bring us the 
confrontation between Wlllie Mosconi and Jean Balukas on 
Sports Spectacular. Here is a tip, bet Dn Balukas. It was a 
handicapped situation and was played a couple of months ago. 
Don't tell anybody! '. . . 

California is finally joining the billiard crowd With " 
innovators like the "BUllard Works" on N. 'Euclid in Anaheim. 

Continued on Page 15 . 

* The Choice of Champions * 

Cus·tom Cues by 
Bert Schrage'r 

l1208Peach Grove St. Phone 

\ 

·T-SHI S 
SIALL • . IEDIUI • LlRGE • EITRA .LUGE 

/ 

-WHITE-ILUE-YELLOW-

GIIIT CUBE IIPRIITED 01 FROIT II cOLiR 

$350 
Each Includes Postage and Handling 

SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 

·GAIIDY'S IItDUSTRIES 
I 

510 11th' ~t.,- P.O. 101 533 Macon; Georgia 31202 

THE MOST COMPLETE BOOK 

, OF THE BACKGROUND 

OF THE' BILLIARD GAME YET! 

William Hendrick's 

History of Billia~d~ 

Now Only 
8550 ; 

'550 price includes pos'iage and handling. 

Make Checks or 'Money Order payable to 

THE ·NAT'IONAt 'BILLIARD NEWS· 
P.O. BOX 37·NORTHVll.LE, MICHIGAN 48167 '· North Hollywood, CA. (213) 763-9600 
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Continued from Page 9 

match had everyone right on 
the edge of their seats. It was 
very ' close with the lead 
changing hands several 
times. ~oth players coming 
from behind into the lead. 
Charette had a chance to run 
out but after several excellent 
pr,essure shots ended up with 
a cross side bank with 13 balls 

, left on the table. He could' 
have tried to play safe but 
chose to go for the win and the 
bank came up short. This left 
the game for Beilfuss who 
then ran 10 balls and out for 
the U.S. Open Invitational. 

ANTLERS 1 feb 8-9 

2 DREXEL 
mar 22-23 

3 
BENSINGERS 
apr 19-20 . 
ANTLERS 4 may 17-1 8 

5 CUE CLUB 
jul 19-20 

6 .SILVER QUE 
aug 16'';'1 7 

7 TIFF'S 
aug 22-24 

- TI~'S 
8 aug 29-31 

9 ROCKHILL 
sep 5-7 

10 SILVER QUE 
sep 20-21 

11 TOZER'S 
oct 4-5 

12 HI-CUE 
oct 17-·18 

13 STATE/MAD ' 
oct 24-26 

14 CUSHION/Q 
nov 7-9 

i5 STATE/MAD ' 
nov 21-23 

6 CUE CLUB 
1 . nov 29-30 

17 Q-MASTER 
dec 6-7 

18 ROCKHILL . 
dec 13-14 

THE NATIoNAL BIL[IARb NEWS 
III ....... 

THE FINALrSTS IN' THE 18 
ABA TOURNAMENTS HELD IN 1975 
1st 10 2nd 7 Jrd 5 4th 4 5t;h J . 6th 2 7th 1 8th 1 

DONNELLY DIAZ 6 ASHBY LETHERBY STRA NGE 6 BRINK I LIEBOVICH GINO 33 

BLESSE Gene ASHBY SCHALLER Ha ll.old PRESTO 31 JOHNSON BAKER -

BRI NK MARTI N ASHBY CAMPOS PAPP AMEEN HAWKINS ' RODA 33 

Gene -
DONNELLY LET HERBY STRANGE JOHNSON LIEBOVICH RAYGO SCHALLER McCLELLAND 33 

HAWKINS LETH~RBY BELOW Gene WHITLOW DIAZ 31 JOHNSON . 
" 

MELNIC HUK ASHBY STRANGE McCLELLAND AMEEN DONNELLY DIAZ ROSEN.THAL 33 

TORRES • GILBERT Bud MELNICHUK WORLEY BALDWIN 31 HARRIS . 
TORRES GILBERT MELNICHUK QUINTANAR DONNELLY HAWKINS 31 

ASHBY STRANGE HAWKINS CAMPOS. McCLELLAND SIMS 31 

HAWKINS STRANGE IAMEEN ALVARADO AMERIGUIAN NAGEL DUETSCHER REIGER 33 

HAWKINS ' BRINK SIMS MARTIN RYAN , LIEBOVICH 31 

ASHBY Larry ROSEN WALDMAN SBARBATI BARTZOS MALONEY DiLORENZO 33 JOHNSON 

CAMP-OS IASHBY SIMS McCLELLAND DONNELLY PRESTO . 31 

CAMPOS DONNELLY AMEEN LET HERBY AMERIGUIAN DAVIS Gene BELOW 33 JOHNSON 
-

31 McCLELLAND IASHBY MARTIN LET HERBY SIMS· LIEBOVICH 
" - Gene AMEEN IDONtlELLY STRA NGE JOHNSON DIAZ PRESTO 31 

DONNELLY CAMPOS McCLELLAND LET HERBY GOt.DSMI.TH Roy 31 
;' HECKMAN 

MARTIN HAWKINS ASHBY SCHALLER 
. 

McCLELLAND FREEMYER 31 

The format was great for 
both the spectators and 
players. The great crowds 
who came to watch were 
treated to the best possible 
matches and , each player 
showed they wanted the ,win. 
The win went to a 15-year-old 
with great skill, but several 
other players showed that 
they can also win a QualifieJ'. 
Nick Varner, $250, with the 
high run of 125 and out, Dave 
Char~tte, 2nd place and $300, 
Wendell W~ir, $200 and fourth 
place, also Paul Hartman, 
Wally Schmitt, Bob 
Cozzolino, an~ a newcomer, 
Rick Ruxton , from 
Wisconsin, who won $50 fot 
high run out of the money 
with a good run of 59. With 
this good caliber of play the 
next U.S. Open will be the 
best ever. 

# of points 180 - 131 85 72 54 . 36 7 7 =572 

\ 

EMPIRE BILLIARD lOUNGE 
PRESENTS 

, EMPIRE 9-BALL OPEN, 
• 

MARCH 25, 26, 27, 28, -1976 , 

NO ENTRY FEEl · 
A LL PRIZE MONEY CONTRIBUTED BY EMPIRE BILLIARD L.OUNGE 

, ' ' ., \ 

, FIELD OPEN TO FIRST 32 PLAYERS \ 
-, 

1st 
- t - S700.00 5th - S75.00 

-
2nd - S300.00 6t,h - S75.00 , - .. . 
3rd - S200.00 7th - S50.00 

4th - S100.00 8th - S50.00 
(BASED ON 32 ENTRIES) 

• RACE TO 11 • DOUBLE ELIMINATION·· NO PUSH • ANY FOUL BALL I N HAND • 
, 

EMPIRE BLLlIARD LOUNGE .. : . 

'1'20 S."Rbbinson Avenue 

e burgh, ':N.Y ~< 1 ~55~ 
.,~ ... . . 

PHONE: 
(914) 567-9632 

THE BESTfNTERESTS OF tHE TOURNAMENT 
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THE' RUSSO 
INTERLOCKING·, BRIDGE 

A REVOLUTIONARY DEVELOPMENT WHICH CAN BE OF GREAT VALUE 
FOR THE GAMES OF POOL AND SNOOKER 

An introduction to the RUSSO INTERLOCKING BRIDGE (Fig.J) 

Bridge head ' consists of tab . and 'slots molded into one solid unit of 1/4" 
" DELRIN", a hard,- smooth, resilient ,plastic tested to withstand rough treatment, 
completely rounded grooves and edges protect agaipst damage to expensive cues 
and billiard cloth. 

Quite' easy to shoot over 8 or 9 balls in a row (Figs. 2 & 3) , but the uses of this -
novel bridge are not limited to h~ight alone. 

\ 

Bridges may be used_ in various ' interlocked positions where a " T" form is used 
(Figs. 4 & 5-)- showing lower bridge head in an upright position with wider end 
(slot end) r_estirig on table surface for increased stability. (Fig. 6) 

\ 

Place bridges between balls, shoot over 'Other balls, make difficul,t shots never 
before attempted with ease and accuracy and posit ion cue ball for other shots. . , ~ 

A slight forward push of upper bridge stock (Fig. 7) will hold tab in slot securely 
so that both interlocked bridges can' be removed from table as one unit without 
fear of foul play (Fig. 8). 

A feat never before accomplished, (shown in Figs. 9 & 10), where interlocked ' 
bridges can be p~aced close to balls with_ jU'St two fingers without disengagement. 

/ 

NOTE : With RUSSO' INTERLOCKI~G BRIDGE HEADS on ly regu lar bridge stic ks s ~ould be used for best _. 
resu lts . With normal use . bridge heads.lshould last indefin·ite ly. Pictures don't show comp lete versat ili ty of th is 

nove l br idge. 

.. 
LIST S5.00 PER PAIR, SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER . 

ADD. 6Oc FOR POSTAGE 

RUSSO INTERLOC.KING BRIDGE 
P. O. BOX 629 

TRE~TON, N. J. 08608 
DISTRIBUTOR INFORMATION AVAILABLE 

FIG.9 FIG. 7 ' 

'!. 

, 

(609) 394-9815 .... 
PAT'S. PENDING 

FIG. 1 

FIG: 2 

FIG. 3 

FIG. 4 

FIG. 5 

"', - ..... _..tt ...... ~£I~ 19~ ..... ~~~~,..,..~ ... ..,.C".L$.t . _ .. .. . ; : ...... -.lt .. "" ... ,... .,.,FJ~t ""II ... ~. ~ .. ..,_ .. .,.. P.:.,. .... ...... "' -... ... ~-'" _ .... ___ ~_ .......... _________ .... F..;;IG __ ..... 6a __ ... _~ ____ .~~ 
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BULL SHOTS 
Continued from Page 12 

7 We got a message from Ms. "Andy'~ Atkisson that th~ 1st 
Annual Anaheim Nine Ball Tourney wlll be held there Wlth a 
$1,600.00 prize fund guaranteed by the Pete Vitale Billiard 
Service Co. The nine balls will fly on February 13th, 14th and 
15th. We expect that "Andy" will send us a cover story and ' 
pics on who did what to whom. 

Paul Lucchessi, the old master from the Back Bay, has 
taken a large interest in the operation of BCA. Paul knows the 
business well from just about all angles as a dealer, importer 
of slate, experienced mechanic and player and he should be 
able to enlighten a few of the sitters on the board. It is rumored 
that there will be a complete change of format in the U.S. Open 
now that there will be a new tournament committee (to be 
formed). Maybe someone will ask some of the players what 
they think. Maybe there will be a change for the better of the 
game. I certainly hope so for up to now BCA only knows 
"Scope" as a mouthwash. 

Last but not least Adler's Billiard Co. has relocated in 
Los Angeles to continue manufacturing those terrific 
reproductions of antique tables. Harol~ and K~~ Adler we~e 
the victims of a December fire practically wlpmg out thelr 
entire plant but through sheer determination Red is back in 
business and catching up. 

. Whatever happened to that big three cushion 
extravaganza that was to take place in Albequerque, New 
Mexico? We were preparing to do a follQwup on the George 
Plimpton Pool Party story with "an evening at Bud Dooley's" . 
Bud is the only perso)l I know who lives in New Mexico and it 
has to be proven to me that there are more than Bud and his 
family in that state along with the cactus. Another great idea 
down the drain and my nominatiOI~ for the "scratch" of the 
year. 

, 
Speaking of the Plimpton thing with Howard Cossell and 

tn~ followup on TV with Mosconi doing his thing ... did you 
notice that on the TV show they had Roone Arledge of ABC TV 
Sports doing the 6 ball trick shot? I still question the fact that 
Roone Arledge may not exist. He still does not recognize that 
pool and billiards is. the third roost popular game in the U.S. of 
A. , 

THE WORLD 
FAMOUS 
GANDY'S 
BIG "G" 

The Time 
Has Come 
Continued from Page 2 

what we've got, they must 
know who we are and what 
we're about. 

The initial tour would be 
limited to six cities and 32 
players and would be during 
the winter. Our expansion 
calls for a 'similar southern 
tour in the summer. Let me 
emphasize that we must start 
somewhere and this is only a 
beginning. Anyone interested 
in this program may contact 
me care of the Billiard News. 
I am open to any and all ideas 
or help. Any pool players who 
feel they would like to 
participate are encouraged to 
send whatever information 
they can provide on 
themselves. Such as pictures, 
stories, etc. This information 
is of particular importance to 
our success ... Thank you for 
your assistance. 

BRUNT FIRST· 
Continued from Page J 1 

f scoring 4 wins and 3 losses. 
This resulted in the 
tournament running into a 
third day: 

Top 3 places courtesy of 
tournament director Dan 
McCann. of Milwaukee : . 

1s t -George - Brun t , 
Hampton Heights, $450 

2nd-Tim Mlachnik, _ Wes t 
' Allies, $225 

3r d-Willie Munson, 
Milwaukee, $100 

.... ,. 
\ Byrd's Eye View 

Continued from Page 5 

making machine. contrary to the picture presented by so 
many of the reporters who interview her. She is shy but 
friendly. and chats more often now with the other women 
competing at tournaments . Personally. I have found her to be 
very bright and quite clever . And win or lose. she is a good 
sport. 

Jean is an old-fashioned girl with a new-fashioned skill. 
Her talent and attitude are enviable. Although not the eloquent 
title-holder with a flamboyant personality that many 
promoters would have her be, she is certainly a credit to her 
generation, and to the game of billiards. 

Venzke's View I 
Continued from Page 4 

Puhka. about old pool players : "They never die, they just 
run out." (The old jokes never die, either.) , 

Minnesota Fats. asked what his favorite game is : "I have 
no favorite game - whatever you want to play me, I'll make it 
my favorite game." 

Steve Mizerak. asked why pool players play the garoe for 
little prize money : "Pool players are all nuts ." 

What Mizerak said mayor may not be true, but re
gardless, as Willie Munson put it : "Once that pool bug bites 
you, it's harder to c~e than old age." 

And that is true. 

See you again next month up here in the bleachers. We'll 
have a little pool poetry ... and I'll save you a seat. 

GO ALL THE WAY 
-w/ftt GANDY'S CHAMPION 

LINE OF BILLIARDS 

NATIONAL TOURNAMENT 
CHALK 

GANDY9S INDUSTRIES9 INC. 
ROY GANDY and KIM GANDY 

510 11th St. / P.O. Box 533/ (912) 745-7621 
Macon, Georgia 31202 

• • 



, " 

THe-NAtIONAL BllLlARD NEWS 

'. 

I , 

I 
.11 

Our standing challenge: taste and compare-the good 
old-time flavor of Pabst with any other beer. Once you 
taste Blue Ribbon quality, you'll never go back to the , 
beer you were drinking. Take our cHalleng~. We know. 
Blue Ribbon will come out the winn"er, every time. " 

" FEBRUARY, 1976 

Pabst. Since 1844. The quality has alwa~ come tluuugh. 
C' Copyright, 1974" PABST BREWING COMPANY Milwaukee, Wis. , Peoria Hejghts, III ., Newark, N.J., Los Angeles , Calil. , Pabst, Georgia. 
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